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THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the present 
State of the NAVIGATION of the Ihv ER SUANNON and its Tributa­
ries, and the best means of improving th e same, and to whom the 
Reports relative to the RIVllR SHANNON NAVIGA'rION, and the 
Petitions of Stone-cutters of Limerick, and of Fishe rmen of Lime1'ick, 
were severally referred ; and who were empowered to report the 

MINUTES of the EVIDENCE taken before them to The House :-HAV E, 
pursuant to the Order of The House, examined the matte" to them 
referred, and agreed to the following REPORT. 

y 'OUR Committee think it expedient, hefore they proceer! to detail the 
measures which they venture to propose for the improvement of the 

Shannon, to lay before the House some account of the present state of 
that River, and of the different bodies to whose control it is subject. 
The River Shannon (which takes its rise in Lough Allen, 15 miles from 
Sligo, and falls into the Sea near Kerry Head) during its course of 217 
miles present., to the Country invaluable means of improved communica­
tions, whether the internal intercourse of the 10 Counties whose shores it 
washes is alone considered, or whether the outlets to Foreign Trude on the 
one side by Limerick, and on the other side by the Canals to Dublin" 
be also taken into account. ' 

So far back as the year 1794, the Grand Juries of the Counties of 
Roscom mon, Leitrim, Mayo, Clare, Galway, Limerick, King's County 
and Tipperary, resolved, "That the completing the Navigation of the 
River Shannon and the great Rivers adjoining thereto, from Lou~h Allen 
to Limerick, will tend effeetnall)" to improve and open the Foreign Mar­
kets to the produce of more than 2,000,000 Acres of Land in the centre 
of the Kingdo",; and that the execntion of this great Navigation will 
effcctually au vance the Commerce, Manufactures, Agriculture and Popu­
l~tion o( this Kingdom, and the consequent strength of the Empire at, 
k~: , 

Your Committee deeply regret that the measures which have heen 
taken sin ce the above date, and partly, perhaps, owing to the above 
Resolution for the improvement of the Shannon, have not produced a 
better result, which is so far from being the case, that in 1832, Mr, 
Rhodes reports, " That the grand designs of Nature have been, in' agreat' 
measure, frustrated; and tbe River may not unaptly be compared to a 
scaled book." , ' 

In 1831,' the attention of the Irish Gorernment having heen again 
'directed' to th~ subject, a Commission was issued, composed of Colonel 
Burgoy ne, (Chairman of the Irish Board of Works,) Mr. Rhodes and Cap­
tain Mudge. 

The results of that Commission, as it appeaf8 to your Committee, have 
lieen the establishment of the following facts: That great detriment has 
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· IV REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE 

misen to the Na>igation fr?m the Land-floods so pre.valent u\,on the 
River, and over which there IS, at present, no machmery ~or exerclsmg any 
control: That throughout the whole co urse of the River, the want of 
proper Buoys and Beacons is so g reat as always to delay and frequently 
to endanger the passage of Vessels ; and that in many parts the depth of 
water is so insufficient, that even the Canal-boats can only pass when half 
laden; while along the whole line of River Coast, the ~efic iency of Piers 
and Landing-places, and of Roads connectmg them with the adJolOing 
Districts, is such as g reatly to cripple Trade, and to retard the general , 
prosperity of the Country. 

Before proceeding further, Your Committee think it necessary, as expla­
natory of the subject, to call your attention to the form which 1J'afle is 
at present assuming upon theShannon, and to tile gre'\t, alteratlOn wpich 
hasbeen elfectedby the application .of, St~am pow~r, to tf' ~, pu:pos~s of 
traffic on thiS River, The difficultieS which beset the sallmg vessel are 
well explained by Mr, Rhodes, "From th e peculiar form, devious course, 
arid nature of the great line of the Shannon Navigation, it., Lakes and 
Broad Waters, little headway can be gained by sailing, except ,with, a fair 
wind, and when the course is nearly direct; and many of the parts being 
deep towards the sides, and others of a shallow nature, covered with reeds, 
rushes and grass, to such a great extent that an y,ordinary length of towing­
line ror tricking the boats would be found insufficient; therefore towing, 
in ' a gr~at 'many parts, particularly in time of floods, is impracticable; 
iecour~e must;be,h'ad' then to long ,sweeps for rowing, pushing along with ' 
set pole's, bi 'towing 'with a small boat aliead, and as these several methods ' 
are very slow antL tardy even 'in calm weather; 'bi,t 'with adverse winds; 
~rid prevailing as they do from the west a great portion of the year, de­
tainsvessels bbund from the UpperShahnon to Dublin and Limerick many 
"leeks on their voyage, which makes it expensive, and 'in some c'ases (from 
the Iiature of the cargo) this detention proves a loss both to the merchant 
and owner of the vessel." This state of things has undergone a complete 
change, owing to the great certainty and security resulting from the em­
ployment of steamers as tug-boats. At,pres~nt, a ,large steam-v~ssel s\art­
mg dady from K,llaloe for Portum~a, tow~, ac r~ss Lough Derg all the_ 
boats which have arrived from Limerick,at th~ forlI!er place. At Portumna 
a smaller steamer is substituted for the larger, and conveys the convoy a" . 
far as Shannon Harbour, the place of junction of the Shannon and the 
Grand Canal, whence the boats e itp~ r proceed by canal to Dublin, or if 
bound up the Shannon, are taken in tow by a thi(d ' stea~le r to Athlone. 

Your Committee are of opinion, that g reat evil has arisen from the 
distinct Jurisdictions under which different portions of the River have 
been placed, and also from the defective responsibility to which the par- ' 
ties have , been 'subject . in whom the care of the Navigation has been 
-~, ,.' 
Yo~r Committee proceed to call your attention to these different 

J uflSd'ctlOns, ' , 

It appears to your Commit\e~ ,. that thg jurisdiction over the River 
Shannon below Limerick is claimed by the Corporation of thilt City, 
whose officer, the Water-bailiff, levies certain Tolls on the Trade~ dt the" 
Rhfe1, wllicb in 18S0 amounted to i,1501,;' alld of which tlie sum 'of75 I, 
oilly',,:"s ihen expended upon erecting a few Buoys and Beacons, in num-
l1er'noY '~l all sufficien t, ' , ' " ' 

Y,our Committee recommend, that the powers of the Corporation shQl\ld 
he a~curately ~eteimined, and that as far' as possible tlie funds levied on 
the Trade of the Riv~r should be applied to its improvement, " , 
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ON SHANNON NAV.IGHION. v· 

Your Committee approve most cordially of the improvements suggested 
in the valuable Report of Captam Mudge on thIs part of the .River, and 
earnestly hope that they may be shortly executed . 

It appears to Your Committee, that· the property .in the River, from 
Limerick to Killaloe, was vested, by Act of Parliament (1829), in the Lime­
rick ~avigati,on Company,on. their. undertaking to expead 3,0001. in re­
buildmg.Ball s-brldge at LImerick, \v.hl~h prevIously had .interrupted the 
commUnICatIon from the Canal to the tidewaters of tile River, and that they 
should keep the several Works III repaIr, bemg allowed tQ divide to an 
amoun't not exceeding. ten per cent. upon their capital of 3,000 I., the 
remainder of the Tolls to he expended in the improvements of the Naviga.. B"go),"" n.p. 
tion. ConSIderable. alteratIOns. havmg been made upon this Line since 
Mr. Rhodes'~ Report, and more being, it is understood, in contemplation, 
Your Committee content themselves With expressing an Opil)j,on" that it 
is' desirable ~ .stronger ~owe.r than at pre~ent e~ists. should be given to 
some supervlslIlg au~honty, m order to ensure, wlth greater certainty, the 
e~penditure of the Tolls, which the Company. is hound to lay .out upon the 
Navigation, .in the most beneficial improvements. 

It appears, to Your Commitlee, . that the River from .. Killaloe to Por­
tumna, (Lough D erg,) is in the hands of Government, apd is greatly in 
need of being properly provided with Landing-places, Piers anp Beacons .. 

It appears to Your Committee, that the property in the · River, frolll 
P"rtumna to A thlone, from Lough Derg to Lough Rhea, was transferred 
from the Directors-Geneml of Inland Navigation in 1806, (uqder powers · 
given them by 40 Geo. S,) with an advance of 54,634/. 18s. 4 d., to the · 
Grand Canal Company, by a special deed of agreement, under which the 
Company were bound to keep the Navigation in a proper state of effi­
ciency, and at all seasons to maintain the general depth of water at six 
feet six in~hes in the bed of the River, and at six feet over . the sills. of the 
Locks: . . . . . 

It appears to Your Committee, after .examining Mr. Rhodes's Report 
and Evidence confirmatory thereof, that these conditions have not been 
complied with. According to the table of soundings. given by · Mr.· 
Rhodes, the required depth of water has · neither been Il\aintained· in .. 
the Canals, on the Lock-sills, .or in the hed of the .River. In many places 
where six feet six inches was required, there-was only four feet one inch, 
and the Steam-boats drawing three feet six inches are con.stan,tly aground. 

It also appears, that so far from 110 Beacon. havjng been placed by 
the Company, according to ag~eement, there were at the ti l1le of tbe .. · 
Report only IS. 

Owing to these causes, Your Committee regret to state, that serious diffi­
culties have been thrown in the way of the Traders, and that the Canal­
hoats have been freq uently compelled eitherto lighten their cargoes at.par­
ticular places, or to proceed half laden, to tbe great inconvenien~~, not 
on,ly of the Owners, but of the Publ~c, on account of the necessary 4Jcrease. 
of the price of freight. Under these clJ'cumstances, Y QU\' COmm!.ltee . 
beg leaye to call the attention of the House to the conduct of the $:lrand 
Canal Company and to recommend that, if no severer meas\lIf;S are 
a~,op.t~d, the .Co~,pany should be compelled to put their Works into the 
state required of them by the agreement, or, at least, IIlto such a state of 
efficiency as shall appear to the Government to meet the wants of the 
Shannon Trade. Your Committee consider that it is tbe duty of the 
Board of Works as the successors of the Directors-General of Inlar ' 
Navigation, to . ~rge upon the Grand Canal . Company the necessi' 
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theil' maint9.ining the Navigation ~f the part ~\ the Shan nOli in their 
hands in a proper state : they also reco mmend, If t.he lega l proceeding, 
which it is at present competent for the Board to IOstl tute, should not 
prove suAiciel:t, the Board should apply to Parhament lor furtber powers 
to control tbe Company. 

It appears that from Athlone to the source of the River in Lougb Allen, 
the Navigation is in the hands of Government, who have not even taken 
the pains to complete the W orks they had themselves begun. 

It is hO\~eve r fair to state, that according to Mr. Rhodes's opinion, 
the Works were on this part originally constructed on such erroneous 
principles, that it would require a change of system to put the Navigation . 
into a sa.tisfactory state . 

. Your Committee think they are entitled to recommend the House to 
call upon the Government to alter and improve this part of the River, as 
its present ineffi cient state must be owing either to. the supineness of 
Go\'crnment in not pro'viding fol' repairs, or to an orlgll1al. defect in the 
contract, for which the Oflicers·of Government are responSi ble. 

Your Committee having considered various Plans and Estimates, beg 
leave to recommend to the favourabl e consideration o f the HOllse, those 
contained in the R"port of Mr. Rhodes ; and while they withhold the ex­
pression of an opinion, which they consider themselves hardly qualified to 
give, of the superiority of his pl"n over any other scheme, th ey are pre- ' 
pared to say, that any really beneficial improvement of the Shannon 
must be grounded upon his able and comprehensive Reports upon the pre­
sept state of the River, and description of the causes which have hitherto · 
impeded the N avigation. 

Your Cpmmittee eamestly recommend, that the first step taken towards 
the improvement of the Shannon, should be the placing a supervising 
control o,'e,' the whole River, 0 1' rather over all the Bodies under whose ' 
immediate jurisdiction the River at present is, in the hands of a Board 
re.sponsible to the Government and to tbe Country, and that such Board 
should have a power to order to he executed such WOrks as they sball 
think necessary upon the River, and ar) authority (where these orders aro 
not complied with) to enter upon the property of the recusal)'t party, and 
after the execution of the Work, to charge the amount to, a)ld to recover ' 
it from, such party. 

Your Committee suggest, that additional facilities may advantageously 
be. given by law, t o promote tbe erection of Piers, and the formation of I' 

roads to the LandlOg.places on the banks of Rivers . . 

The question of Compensation to the owners of property which may 
be damaged or deteriorated by the improvement of the River, pas been 
brought under the consideration .of YOUI' Committee. 

It appears to Your Committee to be very douhtful whether the owners ' 
of such Eelweirs as are encroachJllents on the Royalties of the Crown, are ) 
entitled to any consideration upon the part of the Public, but whatever ' 
Compensation may be hereafter cletermined upon as required bv'justice 
in any case, your Committee express a strong opinion that such Compen- ' 
s~tion, should be adjudicated by a Commission to be sp~cially ' ~ppointed : 
for the purpose. . . . , 

Your ,Com!)littee are aware, that in calling the atttntion of tpe House : 
to . tbe manner in which they recommend the raising 01' the Fupds whic~ , 
will be.re'l.uiled forthe improvement of the Shannon, they ,ar~ IIb!'ut to. 
to\l.c~"on a very dehcate , ub'ec t. . - . . 
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ON SHANNON NAVIGATION. \' ii 

It has been suggested to Your Committee, that it would be advisable to 
raise a portion of tbe Sum required upon the District of the Shannon, and 
to take the remainder from the general Revenue of the Country. . 

It appearing, hOlVever, that a large portion of the River is in the hands 
of Government, and in a. very un satisfactory condition, Your Committee re­
commend, that the Government should be called upon to put this part into 
an efficient state for t he purposes of Trade, and to .fulfil any obligations 
to which tbey may appear to be eqmtably subject with regard to it . 

. If the Go\·ern~ent shan be disposed to act upon the preceding sugges­
\lOn, Your CommIttee are prepared to adVISe, that the Money required for 
.tbe Worl" upon the rest of tbeRivershould be in the first instance advanced 
from the Public purse, and repaid in instalments, without interest, by the 
district most immediately interested in the improvement of the whole 
River. 

Your Committee are sensible that in asking for assistance from the 
Public (though only to the extent of an advance eventually repayahle) 
upon account of what may at first 81ght uppear to be a mere local im­
provement, they are bound .to prove that great and important benefit, 
will certainly accrue to the British Public from the expenditure they 
recommend. . 

Your Committee refer to the testimony of Mr. C. Williams given before 
the· Committee on' the Irish Poor 1830, to show how imp'ossible it is that 
Irish improvement should not react to English industry. 

" Q. 6753. I think the improvement and extension of the inland navi. 
gation of Ireland is as important to the interests of England as it is to 
those of Ireland. England is the manufactory for I re land: Ireland the 
granary for England. At present the British manufacturers have no 'means 
of reaching the interior of Ireland by navigation in return for tbe produce 
which would be sent to England if the means of internal communication 
in Ireland were equal to what they are in England. .I am satisfied the 
manu!actures of England, could they ' be transported \0 the interior of 
Ireland, would find a sale to an extent of which we have but little concep­
tion, and in parts where they are now almost ignorant of the existence or 
use of what they would soon become consumers of to a great extent. 
The inlano navigation. of Ireland bei ng extend ed would enable England 
to draw her supplies of corn from countries where both the land and ' the 
labourers are now comparatively idle; and in return for the produce of 
the same to throw into the interior her wuollen and cotton manufactory, 
her glass, earthenware, hard ware, tea, refined sugars, hats and hosiery, lea-
the,f, salt, coals, &c." . 

If such are the benefits which must accrue to Great Britain froIl) the 
gene,dl improvement of the Inlimd Navigation ofIreland, Your Committee 
submit that they may be expected to arISe with mu~h mor.e certainty ~nd 

• rapidIty when the great navigation oLthe Shannon 18 put II1to a perfectly 
effiCient state, connected as it is by a double 1ll1e of Canal Wltp .tb~ Port 
of Dublin, and therefore with the Trade of LIverpool. 

As a proof of the increasing importance of the Trade df the'interl?r of 
Ireland, particularly when viewed ill connexion with the price of Gram m 
the manufacturing districts of England. Your Committee refer to a Paper 
m the Appendix, by which it appears, that the quantity of Wheat brought 
from tbe interior to Dublin, by boats belonging to the CIty of Dubhn 
Steam Packet Company, was, in the year ending 30th April 1834, 9,250 
sacks; the number having been in 1833,1,559 ; the number,of sacks of 
Flour having also increased from 3,320 sacks, which It was 111 the year 
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Vlll REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE 

ending 30th April 1833, to 13 ,213 in the year ending the 30 th .1pril 
1834. 

Considering the question however merely in " /inaneial point of view, 
YOUI' Committee are of opinion, that they have ample g rounds for calling 
upon Parliament to assist in the great work of the improvement of 
the Shannon. 

Your Committee refer to several mosl important facts contained in the 
able and co mprehensive Report of the Committee which sat in 1830 to 
inquire into the state of the Poor of Ireland, by which it appears, that in 
several districts of Ireland where great Public Works have Leen carried on 
fo r the improvement of the internal communications of the country, the 
increase of the annual revenue has been equal to the whole of the expen. 
d iture. YOUI' Committee have found so much valuable matter bearing 
upon the subject matter of their inquiries in the above-mentioned Report 
that they have judged it expedient to reprint the whole of that portion of 

8<, Appendi.. it which relates to Public Worb. 

Your Committee are also of opinion, that in any plan for putting the 
Shannon Navigation into a satistacLory state, due regard should be paid 
to the expediency of levying some part at least of the expense by Tolls 
upon the Trade which wi ll immediately he benefited by the improve­
ment. 

Your Committee are encouraged fo think that moderate Tolls can be 
borne when they perceive the great and satisfactory increase of commer­
cial intercourse even in the present defective state of the Navigation, 
which is shown by the Returns in the Appendix from the Port of Lime­
rick and the Middle Shannon. 

Owing to the advanced period of the Session, and the anxiety of Your 
Committee to report before the close thereof, Your Committee has been 
precluded from affording the degree of attention to that part of the sub· 
j ect referred to them. relating to the Tributaries of the Shannon, which 
they would otherwise have given; but they feel themselves called upon 
to state to the House their firm conviction of the importance of the 
whole subject being considered as a whole hy whomsoever and whenever 
it may be practically taken up. 

Your Committee also feel it their duty, before they conclude, to state, 
that they consider it most desirable, that in the future legislation which 
may be required to carry this Report into execution, provision should be 
made for relieving the occupying tenant from a certain proportion of the 
expen.se to be incurred. 

Your Committee trust that the Iri sh Government will , wi thout delay, 
take such steps as shall appear to them to be advisable, to facilitate the 
legislation necessary to carry this Report into execution, and that dir~c, 
twns Wllllmmedlately be given to the Board of Works to make inqUIrIes, 
With a view to ascertain the most economical manner of 'effecting the · 
required Improvements upon the Shannon. 

29 July 1834. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 

Veneris, 11' die Jlllii, 1834. 

THE EARL OF KERRY, IN THE CHAIR. 

Colonel John For Em'gogne, called in; and Examined. 

\. YOU are Chairman of the Board OfWOL·ks ill Ireland ?-l a111. 

2. Ar~ yoo generally acquaillted with the river Shannon, and the present 
stn\e oflt?- I ha\'c been up the Shannon in a boat from Limerick all the way 
to Lough Allen, and have bad under consideration a great many reports upon 
the st ate of the river at uifferent times. 

3. Is the river Shannon navigable from its mouth to its source ?-It is more 
or less navigable, but in a very imperfect state the greater part of it. 

4- Do you consider that an outlay of money would be desirable to ameliorate 
the present state of the river Shannon ?- I th ink any outlay of money on the 
Shanllon offers prospects of g reater advan tages to the count ry than almost any 
other public work. 

. 5. Do you consider that any and what g reat benefi ts would resul t to the 
counties bordering upon the Shannon, and to the country ge ncraHy, by the 
improvement of the rived-I th ink very g reat lJenf!fits will be derived to the 
coun try generally, ::md naturally rather a larger proportion to the counties bor­
dering the rive r, by the improvement of the Shannon; but I do not th.ink that 
the benefits would be exclusively confined by any means to the neighbour­
hood. 

6. Do you consider that the towns of either Dublin or Liverpool would or 
not derive any benefi t from such improvement ?-l th ink both would, particu­
larly Dublin . 

7. A considenlble benefit ?-Yes, considerable j and also Limerick. 
S. Commencing at the mouth of the river Shannon, can you state to the 

Committee under whose charge that portionjs that is below Limerick ?-It is 
under !lobody's charge. 

9. The Corporat ion have a kind of official control over it by the charter ?-
1 made particular inqui ries in to it at the time that Captain Mudge made his 
report, and he could not ascertain that anybody had any exclusive jurisdiction 
over it. 

10. Practically speaking, is there any individual, 01' any body of persons, who 
see that it is kept in a proper state ?--Th e Chamber of Commerce have volun­
hlrily expended a small sum of money in buoys or beacons, which sum is totally 
inefficient; it is quite paltry; it may have been of some ~ittle serv ice. 

I t. D o you consider it desirable that that portion of the river should be put 
under some sort of control ?- " I should think it most desirable. 

12. \Vhat species of contr01 r-There should be some local control conn ected 
with the harbour, the pilotage and the shippiu /: interest. 

13. Can you state to the Committee what sort of expens~ would be incurred 
by th~ required improvement between the town of LI.men ck and .the s~a 1-
Captam Mudge gave a detailed account of the obstructIOns that eXIsted III th e 
ri~ I'r but he made no. estimate ; but I can believe what Mr. Steele mentioned 
in a pamphlet, that any sum fro m 51, to ~O,OOO t. might be laid out and laid 
out usefully on that navigation. 

532. ~ 14. Are 

Colonel 
John F. Burgoy,/t. 
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2 MINUTES OF EVlDEr CE TAKEN BEFORE 

Colouel 14. Are there any funds applicable to the il,:provcmcnt. o!the. l'ivc! Shannon 
John F. BUI'gIJ!Jllc. below Limerick ?- - None at all: by the new Bill for the LIlTIcnck Docks, the 

commissioners have the power to expend moncy in removing obstructions, but 
11 July 1834. th ere is no oblifration, nor al'c they likely to have the means. 

15. To proc~ed to the Shannon above Limerick, taking ~he por tion of it 
between Limerick and 1< ill aloe, can you state to the COITIlmttce the stnte of 
the navigation ?-Fl'om L imerick to Killnloe~ it is in a tolerably efficient state. 

16. In whose hands is' it?-The Limerick Navigatioll Company. 
17. Will you state to the Committee the terms upon which that Coin puny 

rece ived it?- They got possession of it by Act of Ilnriiamcnt about foUl' years 
ago; the L:oncli tions were, that they shonld raise 3,0001. for the construction of 
a bridge in Limerick over the Abber river, at the mouth of the nlwigation, 
which they have done; the tolls are gIven over to them. and th ey ;:lre allowed 
to pay a dividend of 10 per cent . upon that en.pital of 8,UOO t., t hat would give 
t hem 300 t. a year. and all t he remaining toll :; are to bt:: expended in t he im· 
provement o(the navigation . 

I S. Can you state to the Comm ittee if there are any c1 csimble improvements 
llpon that portion, in re ference to t he navigation ?-M any improvements might 
Le made upon it, and which probably will be c<lnied into execution by the tolls, 
which arc likely to be ample, a fte r payin g 800 t. a year, to which the Company 
are entitled. 1 think it wou ld be very desirable that the re should be some 
con t roll inu power to sec t hat the undertak ings of th e Company we re comp'ied 
with, and ~llso to lhc management and to the proper out lay of the funds; now, 
fol' instance, :1 case might occnr that therc was a very grcat surplus, and instead 
of layi ng it out ill the imp rovement of the Il<lvigation, they might have large 
establishments, which wou ld be injuriolls to t he puhli c . 

19. Ascending the Shannon, we come to Loug h lJerg. What is t he present 
state of Lough Derg , and in whose hands is t he na.vigation r- It is ill the hands 
of Govern ment; managed by th e Hoard of l>ublic Work s, and is in a good 
state, requi ring merely buoys and beacons to be maintained to point out the 
line of 'lavigation. 

20. Are any great works to be under taken upon L ough Del'g ?-None, as 
public works; small quays, and harbours and roads are wanted very m uch. 

2 1. Taking the Shannon north of Loug h Derg, between L ough Derg and 
Lough Rhea, in whose hands is th at navigation ?--1'he Grand Canal Company. 

22. 'Vhat are the terms upon which they obtained it ?-They obtained it 
by all agreement with the late Directors~Gell c ral of Inland Navigation; the 
terms were, t hat they were to recei ve between 51i,000 t. and 55,00U/., and to 
place the naviga ti o~, and to main tain it, in a certain defin ed state that was 
marked out in the agreement, they receiving the tolis. 

23· Are you generally acquainted with the state of tha t part of' the river 7-
It is reported by :Mr. Rhodes to be in a very imperfect state. 

24. Which repol't you believe to be correct?- Ye~, his re port is very minute; 
uut t he Grand Canal Company dispute it, I understand. 

25. Supposing M I'. Rhodes's report to b e correct, do you or not COL1sider that 
the Grand Canal Company have fulfilled t heir contract ?-Certainly not, if Mr. 
Rhodes's report is correct. 

26. Are you acqnaillted with any privileges possessed by the Grand Canal 
Company with respect to the r iver Shannon ?- N one, but regulating the tolls, 
that 1 am aware of. 

27· ]f they have any other privileges, you are not aware of them ?-No. 
28. Are there any, and if you consider there are, what are the d esirable im­

pr~)\'ements upon that portion of th e :Micl dl e Sha,nn on ?-Mat lY improvements 
mIght be made, even to a greater extent that what the Grancl Canal Company 
are bound to make, but ev,:,n to that extent would he very desi rable, and in 
order to ensure it J th ink there should be a controlling power, with authority 
to make inspections occasionally, as well for th e security of the public, as to 
prevent allY unfounded reports against the Company. 

21.}. The Comm ittee understand you to say, that you think milch greater 
works could be executed with great advantage to the public upon that portion 
of the Shannon, than the Grand Canal Company are L:ompelled by th eir con· 
tract to 'execute, but even if the works we re cOllfilled to those they are com~ 
pell.ed to execute, you think the addition of a Board ,- to supervise their exe~ 
ClitIOn, would be a great advantage ?- - Yes, prer.isely. 

30. In 
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30. In whose hands is the Upper Shannon above Lough Rhea ?-In the hands 
of Government , managed by the Board of Public Works. 

3 1. Are there any navigation works upon that portion of the Shannon?­
.A g reat man)'. 

32. Who receive the to lls?- Government; but the tolls are very smail, in 
consequence of the navigation being so imperfect. 

33. ' Vhat state a re those works in r-They ~:re Cl'cnerally ill a vcry inefficient 
state and incomplete. I:) 

34. I~' the. t?"s are so small, how arc those works support.ed , cyen in their 
present JI1CffiClcnt state ?-By all anllllal vote or Parliament. 
. 35. Do Y?U ~hil1~ that the tolls cOll,ld be very co.nsider:lbly augmented by put· 

tlllg t,he navIgatIon lI~to such a state as If they w~rc 111 a l}fl\' .~ le company's hauds? 
- If It was once.pLl t 1ll :t good stute, I can conceive thnt It prl\'ate company would 
be gl aJ to take It for the tolls. but they would not take it i ll its present stnte. 

36. If the navigation had been begLin by a private company, wOll ld it have 
answered to have le(,t it in the state th at the G ovc l'llment have at this mOlll ell t 
1eft it in ?-All their /C)J'Jll cr expense wou ld hnvc been it deaJ loss. 

3i. Is there any traRic upon the Upper Shannon ?--VCl'y small . 
. 38. Are those works already lIlade calculated for the reception of'th e same 
class of vessels that arc received below Lough H.hctL :-No ; they have not dcptlt 
of wate r, excep t at ve ry short seasons of the year. . 

39. 'Vas there any time limited by the :J.gri:ement you have mcntiollctl fiJ I' 
the completion of the works by t he G rand Canal Company:- Thc time was 
regulated by the periods of payment. 

40. Is the Gl'and Canal Company bou nd by that ag reement to keep th e 
works in repair ?-They are. 

4 1. Are YOLI aware whether there i ~ any penalty IIpon the non-performance 
of their agrecment ?-l b elieve 1I0t. Witb regard to the allnllal vote for th l.! 
Uppcr Shannon, I ought to mcntion, that that has heen vcry small of'late years, 
under the contemplation of the probability of a !Jette r de:;cription of works 
being app li ed th ere, an (1 that it wOLild be needles3 to throw ,nvay money upon 
those bad works, that would be afterwards done away with. 

42. Are th e Committee to understand YOLI to mean, t ha t jf the question of the 
Shannon is looked at as a. whole, and any money is expelHled upon jt as a whol e, 
those works in tile Upper Shannon are so bad YOLI cannot repair them so as to 
fit them for the same class of vessels that are upon th e L ower Shannon ?-l\Jany 
of them mig ht be improved; but certa in ly they would require a great quan tity 
of new work. 

43 . What do you consider the parts of' the work in the Upper Shan non most 
unfinished ? Arc there not track-ways wanting ?-There are impediments in the 
river wherc there are no works at all. The most necessary operation would be 
to apply some remedy to those shoals in the river. 

44. I n those parts where thel:e are short canals by tb e side of the ri~el' to 
a.void impediments. have t hey not omitted to make t rack-ways by the Side of 
the canal 1- £ a.pprehend there is a track-way wJlerevcr there is a side cut: it 
may be in a very imperfect sta te. 

4.1' " ' hat portion of the Shannon can a. boat of the ordinary size used on th e 
Shannon ascend in summer ?- Up to the head of L ough Hhea. 

46. A boat of 50 tons wOlild ascend to Lough Rh ea in the summer r .. No j r 
appn';hencl it would meet with obstructions in the MidLlle Shal1llon if fLilly 
loaded. 

47. Do YOIJ mean to say stcrl m-ve::.sels:-Yes; stca m-\'essels a.nd trading-
vessels. . 

48. You stated that th e ~Iiddle Shannon was made ove .. in the year )806 by 
the Directors of lnlanll Ka.virration to the Directors of th e Grand Canal Com­
pany on ce rtain cond itions: ~ould you state in a few worJs wh:;tt those condi­
tions were ?-l havc Ihentionctl them. 

49. In detail:- Yon sttlted that a certaill state of navigation was to be kept. 
up; what was the precise depth of the water ill the ca!l: ls a l~d in the l oc~s thal 
was to be preserved by the Grand Canal Company ?- Ihe Width I do not Imnl(; ­

d.iatc ly remember ; but the main feature is, that the re s l~ould be. a~ all sea.')olls 
SIX feet depth of water over the si lls of the locks. and. SIX feet SIX lllches 011 all 
other parts of the navigation. . 

:) 1) . Are you aware when the DireCtors-General of Inland Navigation closed 
II 2 tilrir 
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Colonel their accounts with the Gra,nd C.anal Company r~8pecting this 3ss.i~nm ent ?-No, 
J IJ11/1 F. Bll'rfltJUlle. I am not aware ; but I beheve It was at the period that was antiCIpated. 
____ 0_ - 51. You arc not aware of any interference on the par~ either of the Directors 
11 July ,834. of Inland Navigation or the.present Board of Work, WIth the Gral~r1 Canal., 

'to those works ?-None at al l. There was to be a cectam proof of the Gmnd 
Canal Company having completed thei r 3$reement in the first , instance: that 
proof was the passage of a vessel of a certam draught of water fj'om one end to 

• 

the other of the canal, and th at was done. . 
52. \Vas any period of the yea r specified ?- Y cs, I think there was; but I am 

not sure. 
53. Do you know at what period it was do'ne ?- No, I do not; but the result 

appeared to be satisfactory, for they had a certificate that the proof was suffi­
cient, and they obtained the remainder of the rn ~ncy, ; 11ut there has been no 
investigation since to know whether it has been tnall1 tallled. 

54. Have you received many complaints of' t~l e state of the Middle Shannon ? 
-Not offi ciaHy ; the fact is we have no authOri ty. , . 

55. 'What extent of the Sllannon is at prcsent uscc111y boats for bnng lng down 
produce ?-All the way from Lough Allen, 11y taking thc most favourable state 
of the river i occasionally the river is in such a state that vessels of any size can 
get up, but that is only a very short time. 

56. In ordinary summer seasons what portion of the river can be navigat ed ? 
- It is with the g reatest difficulty they can get up the Upper Shannon through 
th e whole extent, even if not fully loaeled. 

57. To what point do thc stcam-vessels go from Killllloe or Limerick ?--Ull 
to Athlone; bllt different descrip tions of vessels in ditlerent parts. 

58. Is there any serious impediment to their going beyond Athlone to Lough 
nhe. ?-I think there is a difficulty in getting into Lough .Rhea through the canal 
of Athlone . 

. 59 , If, whatever the river is between Lough Rhea. and Athlone, the canal 
were such as to admit a steam·vessel into Lough !thea, is there nny difficulty in 
using that entire piece of water by steam ?-Not at all, anll the impediment is 
110t g reat . I have gone in there by steam-vessels two years ago. 

60. Then as to su much of the impediment between Lough Rhea and Limerick 
the Shannon would be navigable for steam-vessels to the head of Lough Hhea ? 
- Yes ; and that impediment is a matter of no g reat importance. 

61. 'What does it arise from ?-From the Sitting up of the canal ; some of the 
banks have been allowed partially to slip; th ey are very hig h. 

62. Do you not think it would be advisabl e, if even <l moderate sum might 
be laid out, to keep up the Shannon above Lough Rhea ?-It appears to me it 
would be attended with some useful effect; it would do good to a certain 
extent. If the whole estimate, for instance, were 50,000 t., one-half would 
make the navigation half the way up or more. 

63. Supposing it to be. practicable at present to obtain but a small sum, on 
what portion of the river do you think it ad visable that sum should be laid out 
to produce the greatest advantage ?-Fl'om Lim erick to the head of' LOllgh Hhea 
I look lIpon to be provided for by the existing agreements, and therefore any 
small sum to be laid alit had bet ter be on t he Upper Shannon . 

()4. Do you consider likewise that Governm ent are to a certain degree com­
mitted to improve the navigation of the Upper Shann on oy reason of' the navi­
gation being in their hands?-They have hitherto conside red it to be proper 
poli cy to improve it, and I do not see why they should Ilot continue to do so; 
I do not see why they should stop now. 

65· . But this existing agreement you have alluded to, you do no):,,::onsider, 
even If fulfilled, would place the river in a sati5fact~ry situati on ?- By TlO 

means, not to the extent that the works of the Shannon req,uire, and th e intere.sts 
of the country. 

66. The answers you have given have all been in reference to the plan laid 
down ?y ~r. Rhodes, diminishing the number of locks and altering the system 
ofnavigahon on the Upper Shannon; supposing the system at present adopted 
to ,be retained, and the same number of locks left in th e sa,me places, do you 
thmk that a smaller expenditure than that which .lVII'. Rhodes has described as 
nec~ssa~y, supposing ' his plan to be adopted, would be sufficient to render the 
navigation of the Upper Shannon tolera bly good, as much as is necessary ac-

cording 
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coroin/l to the present ~tate of the trade ?-To put the present systen: of navi­
g3.tlon 111 n better state, a very reduced expense would suHice. 

. 67· Are you prepared to state. to the Committee whether you would be 
dISposed to. recommend the adoptIOn of the latter plan i-I sholiid prefer the 
grand plan If we can get the means, but otherw ise the other, plan would be 
des irable. 

68. What do you mean by the Upper Shannon ?-From L ough Rhea to 
Lough Allen. 

69. What do YOII call the Lower Shannon ?-From Limerick to th e sea and 
from Lit~erick to Killal oc, I call the Limerick Ilavigation, and the m'iddle 
Shannon IS between LOllgh Derg and LOlWh Rhea. 

7~ ' P~ltting all. considerati~ns of dl'ain~ge entirely out of the qu estion, and 
cOlls ,de~'lIlg the s~mple qtl ~S~lOn ?f'the. navigation, do you think that Mr. 
Rhodes s plan, tillS part of It bemg omItted that relates excilisively to the 
drainage, or any other plan that might be proposed upon a different basis, 
would be the hest ;-1 think that the modified plan upon Ml'. Rhodes 's system 
would be the best; modified by taking out the consideration of drai'n,we. 

71. Did YOLI include Lough Rhea ill the Upper Shannon ?- No j the lakes 
arc entirely dist.inct; they require 110 works, alld they arc of considerable 
extent. 

72. What sized vessel may proceed from Athlone to Lough Allen, provided 
the river was placed in sil ch :l. condition as was recommended by Mr. lthodes? 
- The fllll~sized vessels that navigate the rest of the river. 

; 3. What size is that ?-- Fifly 01' sixty tons. 
74. What sized vessels might ascend if a modified expenditure was adopted? 

- T think ,YOll might make it equal to the rest. 
75. What sum of mOlley do you think would be necessary, havi ng luoked 

over this report of Mr. Rhodes, to put the whole of the Upp~r Shannon into 
such a state that those boats could na.vigate ?-I am not prepared to say .: ~II'. 
Rhodes's estimate amounted to 50)000 t. for putting it on the ex isting system; 
the estimate might be rctluced considerably. 

76. Are YOll aware of what sized vessels can at present ply between Lough 
Rhea and Loug h Allen ?-They have but one class of vessels, but they put h"lf~ 
IOilding when the season is unfavourable. 

77. '~hat class of' vessels, for the period during the summer month!\, could 
navigate that part?-Irr the summer time there are not two feet water in the 
upper part over some of the shoals; over some of the shoals there arc only 
'1 8 inches; but they are not in the habit of using a small class of vessels, they 
would rather take the same vessels and put a lighter load in them. 

78. Yon stated just now yOll had much rather ha\'e the Shannon improved 
by the plan of Ml'. llhodes than by the pl'esent plan; do YOIl think th e difter­
ence of' benefit would be equal to the difference of expense ?-I th ink not, ill 
the present state of the . communicatioll) but ultimately it might be desirable to 
go to the full extent; one great difference would be, that by this modified and 
cheaper s),stem, YOll would render it applicable to s tealll ~vesse ls, whereas the 
other woulLl be more useful for sailing vessels as well as steam-vessels. 

ig. Can you state your opinion what the modified expense wou ld amollnt 
to?-No. 

80. Do YOll not consider it shou ld be steam navigation on the Shannon ?~ 
Steam is a great advantaae certain ly, but if persons choose to employ the salI-
.0 . 
109 vessels they alight to have an opportunIty. 

81. Are there not great difficulties in the way of thei r doing so?-Yes, and 
it is not so cheap. 

8'2. In the consideration of any plan for the improvement of the Shanllon, 
have you at all turned over in your mind the (lifficllity with which you would 
have to contend on the part of' individual s having e~istill~ interests that they 
may think to be affected ?-There are many obstructIOns m tl?e Shannon very 
injurious to the navigation, caused by mill~dams and eel-weirs) and the pro~ 
prietors of them would naturally make difficulties unless they ,vere compensated 
for their interests. 

83. Have you at all turned your attention to the question of compensation; if 
it was decided they ought to be compensated, how th~y ought to be c?mpen~ 
sated?-If it was done in the usual manner, at the ptlbhc expense, I thmk the 
compensation would be a great deal more than it ought to be; and 1 have no 

532. .u 3 doubt, 
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doubt, since the question has been agitated, new weirs h~ve been established, 
and fi ctitious values g iven to those in existence, to (jCCUSIOIl an increase in the 
amount of compensation. 

84 . Several of those weirs are illegal, are they not ~-1 have no doubt they 
were in the origin, but they have been so long held, that [ apprehend it would 
make them property. 

85 . Are you aware t hat no length of possession can give t hem a legal title ~ 
- They have held them so long, that 1 apprehend it wou ld m:lke them ))1'0-

perty j having had it ~o long, you would have to prove that ~hcy had no tit,le. 
86. Could not the Improvements be so conducted as to Hltcrfere but li tt le 

with those weirs ?-No; it is of vcry great importance the removal of those 
wei rs; and 1 imagine a compcnsation, equitably adjusted, would not be very 
com;iderable. 

87 . Would YOl! 11ot, when it could possibly be done, rath. r Hvoid meddl ing 
with those weirs ?-I should be sorry to meddle with any vested inter~st if you 
can avoid it. 

88 . Do 'You or not consirlcl' it advisable for some legislat ive measure to be 
introduced to prevent further encroachments on the Shannon ?--l think most 
desi rable i it is a measure very much wanted indeed. 

89. Is there any salmon-wei l' above Limerick ?-I do not know; I call th em 
all eel-weirs; but I fancy all these fi sheries arc very inferior to what they used 
to be. 

90. Considering the Shan ll on from Limerick to the source, do you think it 
des irable that it should be all unrler the control of one body ?--I think it 
would be desirable, but it is not vcry Illllch so. 

g1. Do you th ink it des irab le tha t it should all be in the hands of Govern-
11Ient ?--[ think it would he better j it would prevent partial inte rests in terfer­
ing with the geneml public utility of difi'e l'cnt portions of the I'i vcl'. 

92 . Supposing by arrangement jfit wasalll'cmoved into the hands of Govcrn­
mellt, would it not probably be necessary to constitute the same body, or for 
the Government to avail themse lves of' the advice of any cxist iog body, for the 
general slipervi:, ion or the rive r, under its own inspection ?-Certain Iy. 

93. Do you think that the present Board of' ' Yorks ill lrelanel is capable of 
having its powers en larged, so as to give that supcrvisio ll ?--It docs not require 
any enlarged powers. 

94 . Do YOll think it might be thrown upon the Board of ' Vorks without any 
difficulty or inconvenience ?-- Without any diflicuity 0 1' incollvenience. 

95. Is the machincry of the Board of ' Vorks sllfiir ient for the purpose?-­
N ot at presellt, but we could add to it easi ly ; an orde r from Government to 
us to undertake anything of' the kind is qui te suAicient; we have no powers, 
as regards the fund s, to undertnke it. 

96. You cannot apply any money now ul1 de r your control to that purpose ? 
-No, not a farthing. 

97· The powers that the Board of Inland Navirration had, were transferred 
to you under thnt Act ~_ Yes. 0 

98 . D~ you think those powers sufficient ·to enable yon to carry into effect 
all the objects that lVIr. Rhodes recom mcllds?- - I do not t hink wt:! have power 
sufficient without an Act of the Legislatul'(' j we have nut full powers to ('nter 
upon lands. 

99· ' '''hat additional powers would you consider necessary?- \,1 e should re­
quire the usual powers of' entering and taking possession of' lanus and quurl'ies j 

we have these p~wers as .I'cgards the Uppe r Shannon . , 
1.0°. Under what Act r- l really cannot say j but unde r t he old Inl an d NaVI ­

gatIOn Act. 
] 0 1. Do you mean to sa.y you .could enter upon lands if you wanted them 

upon the Upper Shannon /-Yes. 
102. With respect to the powers that the Grand Canal Company bave got 

under .the Acts, have they power to enter and take possession of lands ?- l 
doub t It; tqe terms of the agreement did not require it: every thing they ha,1 
to do was on properly that was h:mded over to them. 

103. If Mr. Rhodes's estimate of 50,OUO I. can be considerably red uced, Jo 
you not thin,k if.n sum short of 50,000 I. were expended on the Upper Sl~a.nnon , 
that the enbre fiver, from L ouD'h Allen to the sea would be in a condition to 
afford facilities for commercial intercourse ?_Y es, ' certainly; no doubt of it. 

104. Would 
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104 . \ Voulcl it in that case be navigable for vessels of {jO tons r- Yes. Col{Jnei 
1 0~. At all times of the yca ~· ?-Yes . I am assuming that the datum YOLI go John F. BI//'goyne. 

upon IS, tlJat you would make I t so on the chenpest terms you could. 
106. And you consider that it could be done for considerably loss than 11 July l S3 .J. . 

.50,000 t. ,- Yes. 
1°7 ' But .as a matter of' pl.,blic poli cy which shoultl you recommend , th e ex­

pcnclt tu re of 50,000 t. 01' a 11111l01' slim ?-I should recom mend the 50,000 I. decid­
cd l y. 

i 08. Do you 01' do you not consider it would be advantageous to the Grand 
nnd Royal Callal Companies to have the llavigation of the Shannon rendered as 
perfect'as possible ?- It would be a great advantage to them. 

109. It wou ld in crease very mu ch the produce of' the tolls, and the inter­
course carried a ll, 011 the main li nes oftheir navigation ?-I have no doubt of it . 
the whole in creased trade ·must go eith er dOW;l to Limeri ck or through thos~ 
two cn.nals, and th e greater pOl'tioll 1 con ceive wou ld go to Dublin. 

11 0 . Provided a small sum was laid out on the improvement of the Shannon, 
would the ex penditure of that Slim go to forward the execution of NI l' . Rhodes's 
plan '-A part of it would; bu t MI'. Rhodes proposes to sub. titute other locks 
101' several of th e present ones, anc1 all laid out upon those works would be 
thrown away j but a great deal of'it would go into Mr. Hh odes's plan, such as 
clearing away the shoals. 

111. \Vhat sized hoats navigate t.he Grand Canal ?--Fifty tons. 
112. And th e saille on the Royal Canal I-Yes, about that. 
11 .'3. Then is the present state of the navigation of the Shannon sufficien t to 

admit of the largest boat capable of' going along either of those canals ?- No. 
l1 4. Then do 'you understand that the effect of MI'. lthodes', improvement 

would be to enable the Shannon to be navigated by a larger class of boats than 
navigate the canals?- Yes. 

11 5 . One obj ect of tha.t improvement would be, to C:lI'J'Y the trade to Limerick, 
and not into th ose canals, except by transshipment ?-One of his plans for the 
locks is only to put the canals ill as perfect a state as they were and would ori­
ginally have been. 

11 6. When ),ou speak of vessels of 50 ton s, do you contemplate sea·goillg 
vessels ?-No; they are boats that draw three feet six. 

J 17. Do you include in your answer steam-vessels of a sufficient size?­
Steamers can be made not larger than those vessels to answer every purpose of 
navigating the Shannon except the Great Lough. 

11 S. Do 1\11'. Rh odes's recommendations in his report go to make the Shannon 
capable of carrying larger boats than can navigate the canals 1- I-li s grand prin­
ciple was to make it passable for a ve l')' large class of steamers all through. If 
MI'. Rhodes's prin cip le was adopted, it would require a great deal of detailed 
examination before you put it in practice. He did not go suffiCIently into 
detail to answer for the mode of constl'll cting each of the works, and some of 
his estimates would be high and others low. I have no doubt that SOUle of the 
works may be high, but the dred cring is too low: there are place~ where there 
is rock in the river not known t; him ; and his common dredging is too low 
at sixpence pel' cube yard. 

11 9 . Do you not know that several vessels taki ng cargoes from Limerick are 
obliged to take the gTeater part of their lading on board at Grass Island, which 
] 8 10 or 12 miles below Limerick, at considerable expense, mconvellJence, 
delay and risk I-No, I am not aware of it. I know there are great impedi- . 
ments from Grass Island. 

Mr. Chat'les lVye Williams, called in; and Examined. 

120. ARE you not concerned in the affairs of the I nland Steam Navigation 
Company, in Ireland ?-I am. 

121. Have the goodness to state the defects that exist in that part of the 
Shannon that is in the hands of th e Grand Canal Company?-The defects 
reported to me by commanders of steatn~vesse l ~, are occ.asiona1 want o~ a 
sufficient depth of water in some parts of the nver, ,and 111 the small Stde 
canals ; tbe want of beacons, piles and land-marks. 1 bose are the principal 
deCects. 

122. Do tbose defects occur in many places?-In several places. 
D 4 123 · Do 
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l 23. Do they preyc l~t you carrying a full load in th~~ class of vessels thnt 
wa.s in t.e nded to navigate that part of the Shannon ?-- I hey do; but I ullder~ 
stand that lately several parts of the canals whe re there was a great want of 
water have been dredged, and lhe engineer of the Grand Canal reports there 
is suffi cient w:,1ler; for instance, ill part of the Athlone Canal; but I cannot say 
it of my own kn owledge. , 

124. I-lave t hey placed 110 ueacons a!lCl buoys, :vlllch th ~y contracted. to 
place at the t ime they got the work from the Directors of Inland Nav'ga~ 
tion ?-Thel'c .l re not 11 0 beacons and buoys; the re are about a d ozen al toge~ 
ther ; they origi nally lict up wooden piles, whic h have been ell,t down by the 
people, and the Callal Company have not replaced the m yet; they propose 
doi l1O' so, I understand. That would bc a very small expe nse. 

I tS. H ave you occasionally bee II obliged to make an,r improvements ill the 
ri\'er to enaule your uoats to ply upon tha t part of t he nve r :,-1 am not aware 
that we h:we done so. \Ve paid one half of the expe nse of alter ing the Bana~ 
!Ther brid rre . It was too low: the boats could 110t pass under it in winter, and 
~ve contributed one half of the cost of altering the bridge. 

1'26. You cannot stale whether the navigation in its present state, and with 
the present works in progress, will place it in the state t hat was stipulated for 
under the agreement ?- As la r as the depth of water is cOll ccm cd, certainly 
not. The depth was to be si x feet si x illches, and 1 know there is nothing 
like th at in many places. 

1 'l i. H ave yOUI' boats c\'cr received mu ch damage from getting aground, and 
from the defects of the beacons ?-Uoth steamers aud tl'ade-boats have reccived, 
in th e last two years, considerable damage, by rubbing ag ainst th e ground, by 
striking against stones, sufiered to remain in the canals and the dver; and some 
of the beacons having f~lll en down the materials are suffered to remain; that i!i 
one of the cirCllll~ stanccs I most complain of. 

1 '28. Are the beacons kept in repair ?-Some of thcm have lately fall en 
down, and they are now in the act of replacing them . 1 do not know what 
proportion are heacons and what proportion are hU OyE, but t here is ccrtainly a 
want of both and of other l a[}d~mnrk s at present. 

I ~9 . Those beacons that at pre;)ent exist, do you consider them properly 
constructed fo r the pUl'pose?- I think they might ha.ve been made stronger. 

130, Are the works generally in a. state of repair fit for that navigat ion 
for which they were intended?-They certainly are not sufficient to allow 
a boat to priss, drawing the depth of water originally contemplated. 

} 31. Is the l1i.lVig ation conslderably in terrupted by that ?--Yes. 
132. Is the depth of watcr on the sills of th e lock!> six feet ?-l cannot speak 

to that of my own knowledge i MI'. Rhodes reports that i t is not. 
133 · \ \That is the greatest draught of wa tc r drawn by any boat belonging 

to you ?-Four feet six inches is the greatest depth that the Grand Callal allow; 
they fix the maximum at four teet six inches, beyond whi ch they will not allow 
any boat to pass along that part belonging to the Grand Canal; we have no 
boat drawing more than four feet six in ches ; the smallest steam-boals do not 
draw more than three feet six in ches ; for instan ce, that going to Athlone from 
S.ha~non H arbour. The small class going towards Lough Derg draw four fee t 
SIX lIlches. 

'34. Is that limitation for the purpose of preventing the boats upon the 
Shannon exceeding a certain draught of water r--l believe so. 

135· Then it is not with reference to the cana l itse lf~ but the Shannon?­
No ; in reference to the canal. I answered in r espect to the boats navigating 
the Shannon, that, being the same boats that navigate the canal, they cannot 
draw ma rc that fOllr feet six inch es water, wh ich is a very fair p·roportion . 

136. But those boats of four fee t six in ches are apt to ground upon thnt 
portion of the Shannon in the hands of the Grand Canal Company ?-So it is 
reported to me, and so 1 believe t.o be the fact. 

137. Do you think that depth sufficient for the commercial intercourse?­
Yes. I think it is so for the canal. 
. l S8. So that boats goi ng down to Limerick would be limited to four feet six 
~nc~e~ ?-Yes; unleiis large r boats were buil t, and perhaps it would not be 
JUd ICIOU!I to do that. 

139· Your steamers sometim es ground on t hat part of the I'ivcr under the 
Grand Canal Company ?-I beli eve they have touched it, but no gre. t incQn­

venience 
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vcnience arises from it; the great damage is from strikin O' stones and hard l\Ir. C. W. Wilfinlllt. 
ground, and ru bbing the banks. The great injury received by steatn~ vessels is 
ti 'om the cause [ have described . 11 July 1834. 

140. Docs not a great inconvenience arise from want or sufficient width r-­
No j r consider that the sca le of the locks and the docks upon the Grand Canal 
is sufficient for the purposes of the Shannon ; they are equal to any inland 
navigation in E ngland . 

14 1. \Vere not the Grand Callal Company hound to give six feet over the 
sills of their locks ?--Yes. 

142. I f I was to bu ild a barge drawing fire feet six, at Athlone, it could not 
get through the locks ?-In the slimmer weather there is not three feet six 
inches in mallY parts of thc river. 

143· Have YOLI ever found it your duty to )'cljrescnt to the Di rec tors of the 
Grand Canal Company the imped"ectiolls and impediments of the river?-I 
have repeatedly. spoken to them, and they have ~ttendeu to the representations 
made to a ccrtalll extent, and they are attemptlllt:r to put the river in the best 
state they can; t.hey are direc.ting the a~t~ntion of the e,ngineer to it, dredging 
that part of the rIver, and oWlIlg to th e 1I1creased tl'anlC upon the river, it is 
more necessary now; there was formerly so li ttle done upon it, that it was con­
sidered almost money thrown away to do anything to it before 1826. 

144· You think they have attended to the representations made ?-Yes, 
in some instances; we may have differed in the extent of mischief done to 
the boats. 

145, Do you think 400l. would put into an effic ient state of repair that part 
of the Shannon under the control of the Grand Canal Company ?--It certainly 
could not be put into the state laid down in the agreement for 4,001.; the piles 
and beacons alone would cost that; uut a. very modeJ'ate sum would be sufficient 
to put it in a state adequate to the intercourse carried Oil, or likely to be 
carried on. 

146. Ha.ve YOli ever considered the subj ect so as to f01"1ll an opinion of the 
minimum that would be required to put that pa l't of the ~hanllon in a naviga­
ble state ?-If' 2,000 l . was laid out upon it, I should not complain of it; if it 
was judiciously laid out, that sum would, I think, put it jn an excellent state. 

147. And render it capable of giving every facility to those boats you are ill 
the habit of employing on the ,shannon ?-Yes. 

148. Does not inconvenience arise from want of sufficien t width in the 
channel of the river ?-I have never heard of any impediment arising out of 
the want of sufficient breadth in the river: there arc sOllle narrow pasiiCS, but 
they do not seriously obstruct the navigation of the river. 

149. Are your vessels all steamers ?-Steamel's are employed to tow lhc 
trade-boats. 

]50. You never employ sailing vessels as sai ling vesscls?-No, 
15 1. I f you have a vessel that has a sail, you tow it r-Yes, 
152. Do you consider it ex pedient to remove the eel-weirs that exist in the 

r iver ?-No doubt man)'" of the eel-weirs in that portion of t he river are very 
injurious. . 

153. Are YOli aware that the Directors of the Grand Canal Company entered 
into a contract with your engineer, the late Mr. Grantham, to erect the beacon:i, 
and ~hat ~'ou were security for the perfol'm~ll ee of that work ?-l d~, and I 
conslder It a very gl'eat gnevance that the Grand Ca.nal should have Imposed 
upon me the necessity of being the security for the engineer for works they 
were bound" of themselves to maintain. There were complaints made of the 
want of beacons and buoys to the Company, and they entered into an agree­
ment with ~Ir" Grantham to do the work, but they would l1<?t do it unless I 
gave a surety that they should be m'aintailled for three years, which r thought 
a great hardship, but which of course I did , because without them I cou ld no t 
navigate the river. . . . 

154. How many beacons and buoys were con tamed 10 that agreement r-I 
really forget; there were but few beacons, but it was s? much the .interest of' 
our Company that those beacons should be there, that If we had paul the CO:it 
ourselves we should, have tlone it; I had no alternative. .. 

155. But the number you contracted for were short of 110 ~-Yes, very fc\\', 
somewhere about a dozen. 

156. Have they all been erected i-Yes, they were all erected; but they 
c were, 
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were, Mr. Rhodes report!', in a very inefli c: itmt state, that they were badly Con­
structed, and several knocked down ; of' course of' til is ] cou ld not complain, as 
I was bound to keep them up for three years. I was not then aware that they 
were bound by thei r ;)frreement to have a sufficiency of beacons. 

157. You have stal~d that ~,OOO t. might be properly expended in beacons 
and buoys ~-Yes. 

15 ~L What else ?--The removing the ouslructiom; ill the canals and deepen­
ing them. 

159. Have YOII any means of forming a calculation how !TIllch the tolls would 
be increased by the improvement of the navigation ?- I think it would be COIl­

siderably increased; but the principle upon which the canal has gone would 
not increase them: they generally give the benefit of the tolls upon the Shannon 
in favour of the canal; they do not charge the tolls upon the Shannon to boats 
passing on the canal, so that the amount of tolls would not apparently be 
jrtcreased to the extent of the advantage wh ich the cana l would receive. 

160 . Their trade on the canal would be considerably increased r - Yes. 
] 61. Do they charge the same tolls lip and down the canal to the river and 

from it?--Yes, the same tolls . 
16:2 . Do they charge the same rate of toll upon a boat going into the canal 

anel upon a boat going down towards Limerick ?- T hey charge according to the 
number of miles YOLI go on the canal. 

163. Supposing a boat in the river, and that it'i destination was down the 
river to Limerick, and not into the c:lnal towards Dublin, a rc the tolls they 
charge the same as if they were perform ing either voyage ?-l do not know 
any difJerence. 

164. Can YUli swim as cheaply to Limerick as to Dublin at the rate that 
they charge r -We could go cheaper to Limerick than to Dubl in, we save the 
tolls of the canal; we can go cheaper to Limerick by the river than to Dublin 
by the canal. 

165. Does the Grand Canal charge more or less as you go to Limerick or to 
Dublin r-A part of the ag l'eement with OUl' Company was, that the trade should 
as much as poss ible be brought upon the Grand Canal, and a part of the agree­
ment wa~, that 011 carrying certa in a rticles dowllwards, we should pay a higher 
toll than upwards. . 

166. YOli pay a higher rate going down the ri ver than if YOIl took the 
canal ?- The amount charged ac ts as a prohibition; we do not carry any 
downwards. 

16i. That aHects Limerick considerably1- Yes, as fill' as Oll!' boats are con­
cern~d j but the produce goes down by the country boats. 

168. Is there any disposition on the part of' the Directors of the Grand 
Canal, by the means of the toll '5 they levy upon certain got;lds and merchandize, 
to prevent you carrying cert.1in descriptions of merchalldize to Limerick?­
Only as I have stated : on certain articles they impose a toll, if we should take 
them down to Limerick. 

169. 'Vhat are those articlcs ?-Corn, mcn.l, 111:1lt, flam' and butter. 
1 70 . Those are the principa~ articles of trade r-- Thcy a re. 
171. Are those what you call prohibited ?--The agreelllent is, that in the 

event of om bringing those five articles to L ime rick rathe r thall to Dublin, 
there shall be n. t~1l of 8 s. 6d. a ton in add ilion to the ordinary tolls; that was 
a part of the original agreement. 

17 2. D? .t!le Directo~'s of the Grand Canal Company, in your opinion, afford 
all. t he facil ities to the lIltercourse of the cou ntry, that in their situation YOll 

tlllnk ther a re bound to tlor-;-Yes; I think that they do, except as to the tolls, 
and tlmt IS ~\ (Ilicst.101l fo r thell' consideration; it is a private company. 

1 i3. It IS ~a p~lvat~ company that has received large advances from the 
G~V~I·IlI~le l1t.r-Yes, It. has ; but as to the policy of continuing the ir tolls, my 
opmlon IS t hiS, that a clIfl'erent policy would give a great increase to the traffic 
on the canal; they have acceded to several propositions we made; they 
allowed a reduction of toll.", which produced a considerable traffic in certain 
produce carried from Limerick to Liverpool uy inland navigation, in preference 
to long sea. 

174. With respect to the 2,0001. YOII said you thought would be sufficient 
t~ put the flver mto a propel' state on that portion of it t hat belonO'ec1 to the 
Grand Canal Company, ill what milllllcr should YOll propose to lay it outr-­

When 

• 
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,Vhcll I named that SlI In, I merely named it as it round Slim, and as to the 
application of it, 1 have already observed it should he laid Ollt in removinll' 
some of tile obstructions ti'om the side callais, the bed of t h2 river, repairing. 
the locks, and replncing the UCCeS!i:lry land-marks. 

1 ?5· ' Voulu i.t be applied to. the repair ?fthe canals that at present exist, 01' 

apph~d to the J'l VCI' ?-It ,applies to tl.lC nver, and also to certain canab IIpo n 

the J'l ver; there arc certfl ill canals Wlll~h are part. of,the rive r, in fact, they a rc 
to cut off bends or pass sh i:lllows; there IS one three miles 10nO', another a qua rter 
of a mile. 0 

176. If the 2,000 l. were laid out, and l\1r. nhodes's plan was afterwards ca\'­
ried into cifl!ct, would not lhe greater part of tho mOIlOY be lost?- - lf Mr. 
Rhodes's g rand scheme was calTied into execution, ns far as a portion of' the 
money was ex pellded in locks, it wOldel be completely lhrowll away. He 
pl'oposes to remove all the locks lIpon the Shannon, ant! substilule others in 
difl~rent situations, and in ·the m.m ll er he sug~ests, lie pl'OpO~CS all the locks 
s!loulcl .be su llicicllt t? allow of ~ht: large class ot s ten.ll\er~ of 180 ~e7t long by SO 
feet wHle to pass: 111 the pohcy of that recommendatlOll 1 diner from Mr. 
Rholles. 

177. YOli think locks of the present size sullicient ?-Yes j su fticient for ~n'y 
trade that can be there, and as we canllot reconst ruct the Grand Callal, It IS 
no use t') construct a lurge lock upon the Shannon, and leave the small locks 
0 11 the canal. 

I is. That is suppoii ing all the trade coming down the canal ?-Yes. 
179. Th e eflcct of .Mr. Rhodes's pIau wouhl be to dive rt the trade to J..,im erick 

instead of l.)lIbliu ?-- No; the cffect orit wOlllel be merely to g irc f:lcilities Lo 
the large size class of vesse ls on the ri ve r. 

J So. Was nut it butter that wen l h)' the inte rior prilldpally ~- - PrillcipaJJy 
flour and meal; butter only latterly . 

I S I. Tilose articles we re to be transhipped in Dubl in into tI lC steamers ?-Yes. 

Nicholas Fanning, E sq . call ed in.i und Examined. 

,82. ARE you a Director of thc Grand Canal Company 1-I am. 
183. Are YOli aware of the contract entered into at th e time it was constituted 

in 1806 ?-1 am . 
184. By that contract you undertook the charge of the navi!!ation of the 

river from Loug h Derg to Athlone ?-\Ve took charge of the nmthern extre· 
mity of the river from Athlone to the northern extremity of Lough Derg at 
POl'tulllna. 

18.1. By that contract, YOll bOllnd yourselves to have at :til seasons six feet 
six inches navigable water, ancI six feet above the swls of the locks ?-Thc con· 
tract was .entered into long before I was in the direction . I have been in lhe 
direction sin ce ] 810. It is fit to ooserve, that there was an agreement entered 
into before this contract, that agreement was in l HO l or I HU!l, anti this contract 
was entered into to can'y th is agreement into effect in 180G. The Granel Canal 
Company expended upon the works upon the ~hannol1, upwards of 10,5ool. 
before this contract was entered into wilh the lJirectors-General of' Inland 
Naviga.tion, uetween the yea.rs l80~ and l ~OG; tllC terms of the contract were, 
that the loeb wcre to ue I S feet in lellgth by Iv feet in breadth, and six feet on 
the sill s, and the depth of watcr at all times six {cet six inches, in the canals 
and ri\·er . 
. 186. Then it is as was slatell, that YOll were bound by the contract to have 

SIX feet six inches of navigable water, and to have six ti.:ct over the sills of the 
lock, ?-- Yes. 

187. Is that the case with the navigation now ~--I cannot say of my own 
kl~owlerlge ; I cannot say it is 110t; all I can say. in answer to this qu~sti0!l is 
thiS, that the navigation was taken up by the Directors of Inland NaVigatIon, 
and handed over to the Gr:tnd Canal Company as bcing perfected according to 
the contract, and, with the permission of the Committe~, it is b~tter for me to 
hand in an official document that will furn ish the best mformatlOn on the sub· 
ject. The sills of the lock~ are in the same state as they were when approved. 
if by the Directors-General of Inlalld Navigation. . 

188. Put in that document ?--This is it certificate of the Dlrectors·General 
of Inland Na.vigation, with the Lord Lieutenant's approbation; that was when. 
the works were complete. 

532. c 2 189. \Vhat 
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18g. What date is it ?--The22d of October 1810. 
190. ' Vhat does that document contain ?-l.t c~ntains a copy of. the Cer­

tificate of the Directors·Genl:': ral of Inland NavlgatlOll to the Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland approving of the works o~ the Sh~~ lmon as being complete a~cording 
to the terms of the contract; that IS a Parliamentary document, anti IS on the 
proceedings of the HOllse of Com mons. . 

191. Is it printed1-- It is; .'md is evidence of the contract being fulfill ed . 

[The "Pitness delivered in the jollo7.()i7lg Paper :] 

CERTI F ICATE or the Directors-General or Inland Nav igation, with the Lord Lieutcnant's 
approbation. 

To his Grace CI/llrlc~ Duke or Richmolld. Lord Lieulen::Ult-Gcncral and General Governor 
or hel(lIId. 

IN pursuance or the provisions contained in an Act passerl by tll e Parliament oflrelanil, 
in the 40th year of his pre~etlt Majcsty'b rc :gn, intitulcd, " An Act for gr:mtin rr to His 
Majesty the sum or 600,000 I. fo r promotinO' Inland Nav i~alion in 1rcl~nd, nnd for tile other 
purposes therein mentioned, nnd for nuth ori1.ing the raislIlg of the s~lId sum by loan," we, 
bein~ Directors of all works relating to Inland Navigation in Ireland. appointed under and 
by virtue of s1lid Act, do hereby certify, that by agreement with the Grand Canal Company 
for making the Navigation of the ril'er ShannoJ1. between Lough Derg and Lough Rh ea, 
(submitted to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant and to the LOI'ds or His 'Majesty's Trea­
sury . in ou r representations of the 3d J uly 1804 and 26th October 1805, approved by his 
Excellency the Earl of Han.lwicke. on the 7th of November followin g , as also by the Lords 
of His Majesty's Treasury ,) and by n deed or con tract executed the 25th March 1806. in 
conrormity to the said aO'TCement, by us as Directors, and by the sa id Orand Canal Com. 
pany under thei r corporation seal, all the sn id recited proceedings ha.ving be('n hnd in pur­
suance of and in conformity to th e berore-mentioned Act of Pa rfimnent. It is agreed that 
the Company shall be allowed such sums as they shall from time to time Iny out upon the 
works or the said navigation, not. exceeding the s lim of 39.63-1/. I8s. 7d., t.hree-fourth 
parts or which sum shall be pnid to th em by instalments from t ime to time as they shli ll 
have proved the same to have been eXJ)cnded, tILe o ther part. thereof to remain in the hands 
of the Government, and not to be paId to the said Company until thc whole of the works 
shall be completely fllli shcd; and it. is also agreed , that the sa id Company shall- be paid the 
expense of surveys, not exceeding 1,000 /. We h umbly certify that the said Company 
h ave already received. upon certificates upon lh is B oard, several Sl1mH alll oulltin~ to 
'29,726 1. 3s. 10 !l/., being three-fourth parts of the estimate of 39.G341. 18 s. 7d .• the 
remaining fourth part whereof being U.g80/. 14 s, 8 ,~ d., ha th been rese rveJ a!!reenhly to the 
contract; and that the snid Company have received by cel'ti fi cates from th is Board the sum 
of 1,000 1. for surveys, ag reeably to the contrnct. And whercns it is by the suid contrac t 
rUl'th er agreed, that if the expenses sh all exceed th cRl1IU before-mentioned 01'39.634 /. 18s. 7d., 
the Company shall be allowed two-thirds of their said excecd ings, so filf li S lhe sum of 
14.0001., we humbly certify, that the said Company have a lready received by cer­
tifi cates from this Board the sum of 12,026 i. 5 s. 3 ~ d., being two- thirds of th e sum of 
18,0391. 7 s. II d. , which they had then proved to have been ex pel1fled by them on account 
of such proceedings . 'We now humbly certify. that the Grand C:'Hlfl. i Company have laid 
before our Board an account of expend iture by lhem, from t he 14th November 1S07 to the 
20th of l\ UO'ust 1808, amounting to 8,543 I. 14 s. '7 A d. for work s done on th e sa id Shannon 
nfl,vi~tion t;;tween Lough D crg: flnd Lough Rli£a, and comprised in the contn\ct made with 
th!s !joal'd, attr.stecJ by the Honourable and R ev .. John Pomeroy, Chairman of the Court of 
l?lrectors of the said Company. which account h nv ing- been examined by William Bower, 
E sq., Accountant to this Homel , he has certifi ed tha t each item is su pported by a proper 
re~eipt. amounting in the whole to 8,543{. 14 s. 7 &d. We have also examined John 
K~llaly, Esq . thei~ principal engineer, nnd Ucnj \lmin Booker, th ci r pay clerk , by whose 
cl'ldcnce on oath I t appears, that the said sum of 8,S431. 14 s. 7 ~d., has buen ex pended by 
the Company agreeably to the terms of t he contract. Ami whereas it appears by the R epOl't 
of John I3rown,ngg. Esq. the Board's engineer, tlHlt th e w()rks of th e tihannon n:wigation are 
com plete ly fini shed: And whereas the sa id Joho Killnly, £ :;q. h;l.t b made onth that. th~ 
Grand Ca~al Comp~ny have. to th e .best ~ f his knowledge and heli e I', fully c"mpletcd their 
~ontract WIth the Dlrectors-.General III all Its parts, (a nd that the commOn depth or water 
III dry ' seasons upon the Sills of the locks and brid rres, and throu:J'hont the entire of the 
IlRvigation, is eq ual to what is requirerl by the cont~act,) j and M~. Killaly hnving furthe r 
f!lade oath, that the Grand Canal Company have, to the best of hi s knowledge a l~d be­
lief, expended a sum of a t least '24,VOO 1. beyo nd the amount of th ei r contract m t~e 
completion of the be.fore-mentioned works: And whereas it is further agreed by the s~ld 
c~n tract, that th e said Company shall well and faithfully account before the Con.lmls­
flloners of Im prest Accounts. rOt the expenditure of a ll Sllms which hu\'e been paid or 
:ldvanced to the said Company, we therefore h umbly certify to your Grace, that the 
Grand Cn.nal Company are ju;;tly entitl ed to a stun or 1,973/. 14s. 8 ~ d., (bei ng the balance 
of exc.eedtngs to make up the s ~un of.' 14,000 I. to hI! paid them as aforcsaid.) and , af~er 
r~sP.rvtng a sum of 3,000 I. Ilntll theIr accounts \;11\111 have been passed by the Com~ls ­
!>lOners or Accounts, the said Company a rc en titled to Ihe slim of G,g081. 14 s. 8 g d" (bclDg 
part orthe sum of 9,908 J. 14 s. M ~tl . heretofore reserved ulltil the completion of the wor~8,) 

makmg 
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mal:.ing t,oget!lCl' the Stl.1lI of 8.88~ 7. 9 s. {5! d. which, with the Rum of 29.7261, 3 s. 101 d.' 
here tofore paid them 111 part 01 the estll~l at~1 the sum of. 1,000 I. paid for surveys, the 
sum of 12,026l. 5$. 3! d . heretofore pnul In part of their exceedings, nnd lhe sum of 
3.000 I. to be sti ll reserved as aforesniti, wil l make the sum of 54.6341. 18 s. 7 d., the total 
amount of the Grant. And we pray yo ur Grace's approbation hel'coll, whereby the Lords 
Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury may be sufticiently authori7.ed to pny the said sum 
of 8.88~ I. 9 s. 5 .Ld. to the Grand Cannl Company, according to law. 

Nnvicration Office,"\. 
2'2 October I tho.J 

(signed) s. }-fall/iliol/, 
HullS Blackwood, 
illichael Burke. 

Dublin Castle. '26 October 1810. 
T il l:: Lord Lieutenant approves of the sum of 8.88'2.1. 9 s. 5! d. net. bein.r issued to the 

'Grand Canal Company; pl1l'suant to this representation. 0 

By his Grace's command, 
(signed) lV. W. P ole. 

192. ~ t was also a part of the contract that t!ley were to be considered per­
manent IInprovernentsJ ana were to be kept lip III that state ?-"We were bound 
to do so. . 

193· If it shoul Ll now turn out there is not that depth of navigable water, or 
that these improvements have not been kept in snfrlcient repair, do you consider 
YOlll'selvcs bound to make them good ?-Accol'lling to the contract weare so far 
bOllnd to make the navigation what we undertook to make it; but since . the 
time of granting the before·mentioncd cCl'ti~cate, the Directol's-General or 
Inland Navigation have frequently had the works exami ned by an engineer, 
and they never found faul t with the state of the works, and I never heard of' its 
bein&, questioned till I saw an extract of MI'. Rhodes's report. I know it is fully 
equal to any vesse l that call now pass on the Grand Canal. Vessels of70 tOI1!1 
blll'then ply on the Grand Canal with five feet six inches depth of water only, 
and on the si ll of the lock at five feet only. 

194. You are bound not to limit the draught of vessels plying on the naviga­
tion below five feet six inches ~ are there any that do draw that now ?-There is 
no boat plying on the Grand Canal Navigation that draws more than four feet 
six inches. We would not allow boat.s drawill~ a greater depth. 

195. The contract is six feet 6 inches ?-That is on the Shannon. I am 
speaking of' the canal. 

196. The Com mittee have it in the evidence of Mr. ' Villiams that a vessel 
drawing th ree feet six inches ll1~ets with great imped iments?- At some periods 
of the year unci In river navigation it is almost impossible to avoid it, the floods 
always bring in a quantity of stuff' that wi ll require to be attelHled to ; but. those 
pnrts of the Shannon form but a slllalL portion of that river j the depth of water 
exceeds eight feet in the greater part of the river. 

197. YOll al'e bOll illI to keep IIp the quay walls, and to sink shallows between 
the islands, and othel' permanent repai rs on the river?--I am not aWllre of any 
thing of the kind between the islands : the on ly canals on the Shannon of im­
portance under alii' care are the lateral cana ls at Athlone, Portumna T own and 
CloonahulloO'ue', the different harbonrs are described on the mao of' the Shan-

~ . 
llon , J am not aware of any works on the islalllis. 

193. It is statell in the contract that the deepen ing of certain shallows, ant! so 
forth, is necessary to make the whole navigation perfect, amI YOII are bound to 
keep it up; do you know that it is kept up 1-1 am not aware of any general 
neglect. I know a. short tim e after :Mr. Rhodes made that est imate and report 
that the D irectors called all their enaineer to state what sum it would take to 
put the Shannon in the same stat~ as when certified to be complete by the 
Directors-General. I have the enO'ineel"s report to our Board, and the whole 
amount of his estimate does not ex~eed 200 t. , that is exclusive of the beacons : 
a great part of' that work has since been done; every year there has been cer­
tain sums of money expended 011 the Shannon, and all river navigation requires 
an annual expenditure. ..'\t some seasons the water gets ver,y low. I ua:e 
~ay a vessel just 110W, at least I have heard to that effect,. drawlIlg five feet SIX 
Inches, could navifTate from Athlone to PortulIlna, that IS one foot more than 
the depth allowed ~n the canal, and one. foot more than is neccilsary for vessels 
of fl'Om 60 to 70 tons btl1'den. 

' 99. You are also bound to have 110 good permanent and sufficient beacons 
on that line ?-I believe that i, '0. 
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200. Are they thero ?-No, not at present; ~I~d I . will. s tate t he reason why 
th ey are not there. When I came into t he dlrectlOn 111 1810 I found the 
heacons there at that time in perfect good repair; but they were frequently cut 
down at different periods by t he country people for the plll'pose of making 
axJetrees for their cars, and in order to g uard against this we ,suustituted a 
lighter sort ofbeacol1, which it wal) not an object for them to cut down, and 
the boat owners themselves used to run the boats against them and knock them 
down. Mr. Williams was not the first who had the steam vessels on the Shan_ 
non. MI'. Grantham was the first person who had steam vessels on the Shannon, 
and another company, the Steam Navigation Company, had also ~tea l11ers ; there 
were then two steamers, and :Mr. \Villiams afterwards purchased up that csta­
blishment. MI'. G rantham was a fterwards employed by 1\'11'. Williams as an 
engineer, ami had been employed on the Shannon for several years by the 
Goyernment, and we considered that we could not have em ployed a. morc fit 
person than MI'. Grantham to have those beacolls allucled to re-placed, and 
erecting such as he thought more desirab le than the olles t.hat had been de­
stroyed, and upon that contract 1\11'. Wi lJiams bec:tlne a guarantee for the due 
execution of the undertaking . ' Vo would not g ive the cont ract to 1\11'. Gran­
tham unless MI'. '¥iIIiams g uaranteed that MI'. Grantham would carry it into 
effect : that guarantee was to extend lor three years. In cOllsequence of MI'. 
Grantham's death, the contract has not been performed, an d we have fi'equently 
urged upon his representatives to have the contract completed, and upon 1\11'. 
Wi ll iams also. 'Ve are now detcrmined to have all those beacons re-placed, and 
have givenlJotice to our engineer for that purpose, :.llld to look to MI'. Crap­
tl Ja Ill's representatives and Mr. 'Yilliams tor any loss sustained by the non-per­
for mance on their part. 

20 I . \ Vere the 110 beacons all complete when you came ill to the direction? 
- Yes, I th in k there were 120; I am only accounting now for the rC:15011 they 
are not now as they ought to be i the original beacons were muc h found faul t 
wil'h by persons trading in the Shannon. 

202 . Have you got the report of your e ngineer ?-Y es; the report contains 
every part of the repai r, and the whole amount does not, I believe, exceeu 
200 t. as before stated. 

203. What does he undertake to do ?-T o make the works as perfect as they 
were in 1810. 

204. Does it include the beacons r-No ; 1.6tated t hat we hau a contract for 
erecting them. 

205 . You were aware, from having put in t his certificate fu rn ished to the 
Government, that t here is thi5 passage in it: Mr. Rilla! y, c ng ineer, swea r:.; 
" th:lt the common dep th of watel' ill dry seasons upon the sills of the locks 
aml bridges, and throughout the entire of' the navigation, is equal to what is ' 
required by the contract?"-Yes. 

206. You are aware of what the contract is ?-Yes. 
207· Do you mean to say that 200 t. will put the Shannon in the state which 

il is stat~d to have been in at t hat time, an d which you arc bound to keep it in 
by the contract:-No.; if the facts urc as statell by :Mr . Rhodes, IU,OOO/. 
would not be enough. I do not know whether they arc or arc not lmt 1 ila\'c 
the report at: the engineer upon t he subject. ' 

l Th e Wi/ness delivered in the f ollowing Paper: ) 
Sir, . 2.3t1 April 1834. 

You \\'111 plc3se to acquaint the Board, thal I have been so closely occupied wilh business 
ofimportauce, besides attending the ass izes at P h il ipsto wll nnd Ga lway, that 1 was unable 
sooner to comply wi th the directions conlnined in the Board's order o f t he 12th ullimo, II to 
report what i t would cost to render the navigation of the Shannon us perfect as it was when 
the Direct~rs-G,enera l closed their accounts with t he Grand Canal Company respecting it." 
COIDmcncmg WIth the state of the canal at Athlone, I beg leave to refe r the Doard to my 
letter of the 17th l\'rareh on the subject of repairs req uired lo be immediately done lo this 
canal, in COl1:<Jcquence of the eRects of last winter's Roods . Proposals. pursuant to order of 
the 18th ~arch . were submilh:d, and the wealher now being fnvoul'ublt:, T have pa rtly pllt 
th~ work III hands; bUl ~o pl nc,e that callal in as perfect n state us when given.up lo the 
DIt''Cctor8.~eneral , ~ orc IS re9U1reu. to .he done than was stated in my then cs tLm~te, or 
proposals since received, notllll1g hemg mcluded by me more than the ordinal'Y repair after 
the lasl severe wintel'. The following repairs and estimates. if ordered , will rellder that 
canal as perfect as when the Direc tors-General closed their account wilh the Grand Cana.l 
Comp!\Jly; viz. 

ESTll'Il,.\TE. 
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ESTDI ,\TI:. 

ill/dOllc Cwwl. 
Earth-work, as sto.tctl in former estimate 

N. Fanning. Esq. 
£. s. d. 

Raising and fini shing top bank to original height, anu gravelling t rackway 
road- - - - - - - - - - -

EslillUltej'or Bridge QueI' Tail rf Lock. 
For re-btlildiJ1~ bridge . a~d making good the approach walls, per proposnl 

No. 1., ,as,n lso rc.-lHllldl llg quay walls - - - £. 146 8 6 
For rc:-b1l11dltlg hl'ldge, lUa~lng good the approach walls, nnd re-building 

quay walls, per proposal No. 2 . - - - - - £.15''! 1 0 {j 

'1'0 carryon the estimate, and supposing the lowes t proposal to be adopted, 
say 

Opening side ontins on both sides of the Canal to the river, 14'2 perches, 
at 28. per perch - - -

Thirty perches of dry wall, head of lock, 'l s. 6 d. 
Dredgi ng from river to entrance of lock. - £, 20 
Ditto above the lock to hllrboul' - 10 

Repairing bank for q perches (slipped into canal) above the Roscommon 
Road bridge . 

Repairiug and pninting bridge, timber part of ditto 

45 4 

8 15 

14 4 
3 ' 5 

30 -

6 10 
10 

6 

Total t. ~56 6 6 

The lock and gates nrc in excellen t order. with the exception of one sluice broken by 
idle boys about the harbour. 

From Alldune to ShamlDlI Bridge. 
The river course is prctty nearly in the same state as when the accounts were closed with 

the Di rectors GenClal, excf'!lting the beacons, of which I shall submit a statement at foot of 
Ihi s report. The lock at S mnnon bridge is in excellent order. 

Fl'om 81u11111011 BriJrre [0 DUI/aglier CIII/al. 
The channel 01' sai ling course is, with the e;ception of the passage through Del'ryholmes, 

antl part of the entrance to Leehinch, in as good order as ever they were . On the ford of 
Dcrryholmes fine stone beacons were erected by the late Captain Grantham on hill contract 
with the Gmnd Canal Company for beaconing the entire river from Lough Derg to Lough 
Rhea; three of those beacOl~s have fallen, and a fourth now giving way. and should be taKen 
down. A felY days dredO'ing: at Leehinch Island will perfect that passage. With the 
exception befo re stated of the beacons, the river course f!'Om Derryh olmes to the Danagher 
Canal is as pe l'fect as when the accounts were closed with the Directo rs-General. 

Banagher COllal. 
Banagher lock in excellent order . The turning or swivel bridge has been Intely re-built. 

The tail walls below the lock , and the pier heads above the lock . reqllir~ repair, by partly 
rc-b\~ild ing the s lips of masonry occasioned by winter floods, and makin g good the 
backmg, say - - - - - - - - - £ . 15 -
Repairing quay wall and re-setting: steps - - - . - 4 15 
Drr .wall , head of bl'idge, and making good the bank over dItto 8 - -
Ralsmg part of low bank nenr (lullY wall 1 10 

£. '9 5 -

,Part of this cannl will requil'c dredging to restore it to the same depth :lS when the 
Dlrectors.General closed their account with the Company. 

Cl001WhwIOg1lC C(/llal. 
From Banaghel' to the Cloon:lhunolTue Canal, the passage or sailing course is not worse 

than when settled for by the D i rector~ General, with exception of the beacons. Elltrance 
from River North or Up-Stream end of the Cloonahunogue Canal to be dredged (which is 
now. in progress) j as also below the lock to river at s,outh end by steam dredg~ Ooat. ~ome 
repans to masonry a rc nece~sary, occasioned by wmter flood s and persons m the misma­
nagement of boats, so.y, 

Masonry in repairs to approach walls of three bridges over this cannl ~ 
To raise, rep'air and make good the trackway bank, 190 perches. at 2S. per · 
Rebuild tml walls of lock. crumbled down on both SIdes, containing 62 

perches, solid, Irish measure _ -
Repa~r forebay walls of lock - - -
Sodd~ng over tail-walls and backing ditto - - - . 
Repair earth work in embankments from tail-walls of lock to fiver 
~laking good rE:pair to pier-heads at river - - - -

£. I. d. 
12 

19 -

20 3 
6 
2 3 4 
5 

10 

£· 1- 6;-;6~ 
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Comumg'" Harbour. 
The lock on this canal (called H am ilton's ~?ck) is in ga<;'d work.ing ol'de! and repair. 

F rom Clooliahullo""'uc Canal to P vrtumna .B ru,lge, nQ ma ten al rcp;l1 r IS refilmed , with the 
exception of the sl~lall canals, one on either side of the river j the entrance to hoth of which 
mllst bc drcd*ed to buth h nl'bour~, which call be done on rctlll'lI of the fi LeauHlre dge uont 
to Killaloc, r ile floods or last winter injured ane l pnrtly washed away the p ier-head, on the 
north side of the Connuu;;II L HnrbOlJr, and part of lhe embanl, men t above it has been broken' 
to make good wh ich wi ll require I 

348 yards of clay to be boated to it, at 6 d. pCI' 

Masonry in pier-h ead -
<.. ExclUSive of dredging.) 

£. f, d. 
8 14 
5 5 

£ . 13 19 -

J"rulISlel' flul'lmll1'. 

E xclusive or the serious inj ury done lO thi s hn rb~ur by the seve rity of last winter, some 
ill-disposed persons have been steal ~ ll g the firm materi a l, of. cut and hammered. stolle ill 
the harbou r walls, and squarc backing or th e q uay wall s, which t9 replace as before, will 
require 

159 fect lineal of coping and square backing to be made good i reset and 
properly bedded in mortal', at I s. '2d'JlCr 

To make good the pier-heads all both si es 
To raise and make good the embanlmlents north and south f>ide where 

washed away, 71 3 yards, at 6d. po 

t. 

£. 

9 
5 

' 7 

31 

s. II. 

5 6 

" 6 

l ' -
AnsTRACT of EiiiT IMA TES fo r the several R epairs neecRsnry </ to render the Navigalion 

of the Shannon as perfect as it wns when the Directors-General closed t heir Accounts 
with the Grand Canal Company respoctin g it ." 

£. s. d. 
Athlone Canal 11 0 - 6 - '256 6 6 
Danagher Canal - '9 5 -
Cloonahunoo:ue Canal - - - 65 16 4 
Connaught rl a rbour and small canal 13 19 -
M ullster Harbour and small canal - 31 " -

----
Total £. 396 18 10 

LI ST of B E ACONS for poin ting out the sailing course or ch allnel of that part of the River 
Shall/IOn from Atllione to Porlumna, \>ut down by ord er of the Grand Canal Com­
p~ny, in pursuance of a rrangement wi t 1 the ))irectors-General or Inland Navigation, 
VIZ. 

From Athlone 10 Shannon Harbo ur -
From Shannon Harbour to Lough Derg -

- 87 oak piles 
- 42 

Total - 129 
exclll sive of swinging beacons placed on th e 
not be driven, 

fords whero piles or permanent beacuns could 

At present there arc but 5 stone beacons 
6 oak d itto 

14 iron ditto 

Total - 25, con!icquen tly 104 deficient 

in the whole of this part of the navigation assigned to the Gra nd Canal Company, which 
deficiency can only be attributed to the death of the late C:lptain Gr.lIl th am, with whom 
the Board of Directors had contracted for en·cting such beacons as were n eccs~ary fo r 
pointing out the channel or sailing course from Athlone to P or lumna , and to whom an 
advance of 250 I. h ad been made fl oln time to ti me on accou nt of the work. 

1 have the honour to be, S ir, your .. cry .obedient servant, 
J . H.r:m. Slohts, Engineer, 

P . S. I enclose pro posals NO.1 fi nd No. 2, referred to me for work at Athlolle . 

NOT E upon P l'uposals submitted for ' Vork to be done in repair of Bridge and Harbour 
at Alhlone ; . 

Pro{l:osal No. 1. ' £. s, d. 
For rebUIlding hrid ge over tail-wall of lock and I'ctaininO' walls all (,!ither side 36 19 (j 

For buildi ng quay walls instead or earth embankmen ts (which cannot stand 
the surge of steam-boat) 539 feet long, to Steam Company's ground south 
of Battery Bridge 109 9 ----

TOlal No. 1. _ _ E. 14" 8 6 
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Proposal No. '! . 

For rebuilding bridge, items taken from proposal marked thus ... 
For building quay walls as above stated - - - - _ 

Total No. '2 . - £. 

£. s. d. 
40 10 -

112 6 

15'2 10 6 

6 May 1834· J. Wm. StoRes, Engineer. 

208. 1\11'. Williams's steamer on ly draws three feet six inches, and grounds, 
and the depth of water you arc bound to keep up is six feet six inches' how 
can you say the contract is fulfill ed ?-Thel'e mllst be some impediment. ' 

209. You are bound to remove them ?-Yes, we are. 
210. Can you explai.n why you have not?-Th.ere can be no general work 

done on the Shannon till the summer season sets 111, and when the water is low 
and we send a dredge-boat to remo\'e the shoals 01' obstructions. ' 

211. 'Yhy was not it done the last summer?- There was a great deal done 
this summer, and the impediment Mr. " ' illiams speaks to may have occurred 
early in the last month. 

2 12. It is not one impediment, bllt it seems to be a cOlllmon occurrence?­
[ have not heard of it, nor do [ believe it general. 

2 13. Is it your custom, when any impediment is annollilced to you, imme­
diately to send a dredging-boat ?-Always; there may be eight feet water now 
where Mr. Williams's boat met with the interl'llptioll j those impediments some­
times occur from the stone beacons erected by the late Mr. Grantham falling and 
obstn)cting the navigation. 

2 14. Do you mean to say the depth of water has been constantly six feet?­
It is quite impossible. I cannot say. 

2 15 . Do you al low it has not been ?- IfI am to judge from the reports r have 
heard from Mr. Williams, and especially the report of Mr. Rhodes, [ should say 
not j but I do not know of my own knowledge. 

216. You have sent an engineer to make a !\urve.v of the river j did he make 
any report to you that the depth of water is not according to the contract?-·­
No; he was sent down to report to the Doard what it would take to place the 
navigation in the same state as it was when it was handed over to our Board 
in 1810. 

2 17. 'Vhich was "and that the common depth of water in dry seasons upon 
the sills of the locks and bridges, and throughout the entire of the navigation, 
is equal to what is required by the contract." Is it your opinion that it has 
ever been kept at that since it was handed over to your charge on the whole ? 
- At least three-fourths of the year. I have heard that the depth of water ex­
ceeds that mentioned in th e contract, and as to the deficiency of water alleged, 
it must on ly occur in the remaining part of the year; but I have no knowledge 
of the fact. 

2 18. You cannot undertake to say it has been ?-No, I cannot. 
219. Did that not OCCUI" to the Directors when they heard that a steamer 

drawing three {(~et six inches had grounded ?-I never heard that till this day. 
220. Did YOll not hear that anything grounded?-Yes; we may have heard 

of boats meeting impediments on the Shannon, but the same thing often occurs 
upon the canal, and we order them to he removed in all cases. . 

22 1. 'Vould it not have been natural, when sending an engineer down to the 
s~ot, to have directed him to inquire 1-1 cannot speak positively to that; but 
Ius general instruction is to remove all casual obstructions. 

222. Did Mr. 'Villiams ever represent to you that a vessel, drawing the depth 
of water described, harl grounded ?-I did not hear it till to-day; if we had 
hea!'d of it, we should have immediately attended to it; and if the water was 
to the exten t mentioned in the contract, his boats would be liable to the same 
obstructions, owing to causes which at all times cannot be guarded. agains~. 

223. Do you mean if the whole of the depth of water was SIX reet 10 the 
Shannon, that a vessel drawing three feet six inches would ground ?-Yes~ from 
the reason I have stated: from the works falling in, and the accumulatIOn of 
mud and sand in some parts of the navigation . 

224. Then they were not in proper repair i-A wall may tumble down unex­
pectedly. 

N. J'unllj"g. Esq. 

11 July , 834-. 

225· Do you mean to say that your works are kept in sueh a state t1~at they 
are apt to fall ill, and that the falling in is the ru le and not the exceptIOn ?-I 

532. D cannot. 
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1\', !·;IIIII;lIg. Ellq. cannot say what is the rule ; but navigations are always liable to impediments 
_.__ particularly rivers. I 

1\ .ltd), d:!J4' 226. A gale of wind mny bring clown the works?-Yes j and floods an 
immense quantity of stuff; several rivers flow into t he Shannon , and those brill" 
in more or less gravel uncll11ud. tI 

• 

227. Do you recollect at any peri(\d a j'eprescntntiol1, two or three Y,ears ago, 
that a steamer, between the Shannon Harbour and Portllmna, whi le going 
t hl'Ough a short canal, scraped along the grou nd so as to compel the men to use 
poles ?-I have no recollection of slich occurrence taking place; but the 
secon d steamel' that was put on by th e Navigation Company drew 10 feet 
w~\te r, and her d raft of water was necessari ly obliged to be reduced. 

22S. When was that put on ?-I do not recollect ; but it was previous to Mr. 
'Williams's Company bei ng formed. 

229. Are YO ll aware whether, since 18 10, any regular outlay has been regu­
larly applied to maintaining the works upon the Shannon 1--\Ve have been 
expending money 'every year on the Shannon anti. its works ; our contract was 
54·,634t. 18s. 7 d., and we have ex pended on til e navigation upwards of 
80,0001. ; our original oll tlay, before the Di rec tors General assigned lh e 
1'1'liddle Shannon into our hands, was upwards of SO,Ooot. more than our con. 
tract above stated, and every year since we have been expending money upon 
i t. I have ca lled for a retlll'll , and when I receive it, I will t hen furnish the 
informatiou requi red to the Committee of' the Slims we have expended; and 
though we are entitled to charge a haifj>cnlly a ton per mil e for goods upon the 

_ Shannoll. we seldom charge allY to ll, OLl I' object being to en COLI r age the Shan· 
non trade, 

230. Has the Board of Direc tor:; ca used surveys to be made of t he state of the 
Shall non since 1810 ?-·Every year ; and the cngineer took it lo r granted, I 
suppuse, that the works were completed as thf',y ought to be when they were 

. taken up in HnO; and if any impediments had taken place in the interval, he 
immediately had them removed, as was his duty to have done. 

23 1. Is it possible that YOll as a Directol' shou l(l he ignorant of the :;t:lte of 
the navigation at the present moment, so as not to be ah le to tell whether there 
i3 a proper depth of navigable water dur ing thc whole of t he navigation ?-Thc 
wate rs 0[' t he Shan non a re so entirely governed by the sensons, that I cannot 
~ay ; that is tI. matter entirely with Ollr cngint!t::r; my impress ion is this, and I 
think I am borne out in i t, that the Shanllon is fully equal for t he navigation 
of boats fro m 50 to 60 tons burthcn, or, in other words, to any boat that can 
ply on the Grand CallaL From the evidence or ;lJr. Killaly, the sills of the 
.locks were six feet; they must 'be the same now, as no change was since made; 
bu t this 1 Can tell the Committee, we have not a. si ll of a lock upon the canal, 
which extends upwarrls of 100 miles, where the sill s of the lock exactly agree ; 
it is almost impos5ible to lay a ' iock to the exact depth of other lock sills. 

23'2. That mllst be a very minute variation ?-I t is ; but:L variation to the 
extent of five a" six inches sometimes occurs. 

233· Have the iJirectors taken any steps to ascerta in whethe r ~'[r, Rhodes's 
soundings are correct r-Nothing more than the report of Oll l" engineer, handed 
to the Committee th is day. 

234. You say you take no tolls upon the Shan non ?-Very little. 
235. It yields no profit i-No. 
236. You consider it a feede r to th e trade of t he canal ?--Yes. 
237. The better state the Shannon is in, the better it will act as a feed er 

to the trade of your canal ?--Yes, of course j and any improvement in the 
~hannon win improve the trade on the cuna!. -

238. Then if it is proved that the depth of water required by the contract 
tloes not eXIst, and taki ng into consideration t hat YOll do not tak e allY tolls 
on the Shannon, and it ooes not yield you any profit, should you have any 
objection t~ the naviga~ion being taken out of your hands, provided steps ,were 
taken that It was kept III a proper state to act as a reeder to your ca llal ,.-It 
would entire ly depend upon ci rcumstances ; as far as t he D irectors of the 
Gram~ Canal are concerned, I nm fu lly authorized to sta te , that OUI' Board woulcl. 
not Wish to throw nny impediment in the way of'the general improvement ot 
the Shannon from Lough Allen to Limerick, provided it wtis taken up upon the 
sc? l ~ laid down ~n M r. Hhodes's repol't ; upon that ground they would be ~ery 
wdhng to enter mto moderate terms with that view. We think we have :1J~st 

chuTll 
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claim to the amollnt we ha.ve expended over and above thc contract, anti that N. FtII/ll i ll;!. E'.II 
Parliament should at least grant us a large portion of it. 

239· Do you mean the amount expended over and a\)o\'e the contract? 11 Jolly I ~. ;';', 
-Yes. 

240, ft is \'alueless property to you ?-So far as rerrards the tolls it is ' we 
have the power of charging those tolls. 0 , 

24 1: Bt~t you do Il~t find it ex p~c1ient, and .you do .not contemplate a time 
when It wil l be ex pecl!ent ?-That IS a matter for consideration hereafter' but 
as far as 1 am concel'lled, my own view is, tl~at it wou ld operate as a di;icou~'age­
lllent to trade to charge a toll upon the Shannon; the more enCOll t':.tQ"cmellt 
given La that trade the better, and no persons ,are more interestt:!ll in the im­
provement of trade on the Shannon than the Grand Canal Company. 

242 . The first question was, whether you thought it expedient fbi' the Grand 
Canal Company to g ive up that portion of the Shannon, Imowinrr th;\t a su m 
wOllld be laid out that would improve it, and which would incre~!l.e the trade 
upon the canal; in)'our answer you mention ed compensation; the Committee 
cannot see what clallll you can have for compensation lor that which is \10 Source 
of profit ?-If the navigation was in the hands of Government, it would not be 
1)0 objectionable as in the hands of anybody else; it would be injlJl'ious to 
the interest of' the Grand Canul if the Shannon WaS in the hands of private 
individuals. 

243· If it waS proposed to vest it in the Bmu'd of Works, wou ld you then 
have any objection ?-No further than that we should have an equ itable claim 
for what we expended over and above the contract. 

244. What is that ?-·About 80,000 /. 
245. By the contract you agreed to expend SO,OOOI. ?--This slim is over and 

above the contract; the contract was for, say 4·0,000 L. , and if we expended 
14,000 l. more than the amount of the contract, Government were to allow us 
to that extent only, and we were allowed that sum; but in addition to that we 
expended 30,000 I: more than is included in the contract, for which we got no 
cOlnpensation . 

246. If' you think yourself entitled to compensation for money expended, 
you can on ly claim it in the event of th e works being handed over to the 
Government in as complete a state as when the Government paid you the 
money, and as you were bound to keep them ?-Certainly. 

24i· It appears by the report of Mr. Rhodes, there is hardly any part of the 
navigation where the depth of water is what it ought to be; and as it is stated 
to be in the report you have given in. If you have allowed it dming the time 
you have had the management of it to get into that state, the public having 
cont!'ibuted so largely to those purposes, it does not appear you are cntitled to 
any compensation: from not having completed your contract?-I lake it for 
granted it is quite clear that we are bound to put the Shannon in the same 
itate of repair as it was when we tObk it out of the hands of the Directors­
General of Inland Navigation, which we are ready to do, 

248 . How are you to indemnify the public for the loss they 113ve experienced 
from the date when the works ceased to be in that state of repair, till this 
period ?-I am not aware that the public have suffered to any extent, or any 
Joss whatsoever, by the imperfect state of the navigation. 

249. Supposing the l'iver to have been kept in the state jn which it ought to 
have been, would not the public have had greater benefit from it ?--I am not 
aware that they could have had more benefit than they have had. I have 
never heard of any complaints, generally speaking. 

-' .. ;,/ 
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Snbbati, 12' die Julii, 1834. 

nm EARL OF KERRY, IN THE CHAIR. 

llicltolas Fanning, Esq. called in; and further Examin ed. 

250. Y (lU say 30,000 I. has been expended by the Grand Canal Company, 
over and above the sunl you were obliged to expend by the contract?-Yes. 

25 1. In any claim for compensation upon the G overnment, t he Govel'llment 
will ca ll upon you to show how that money has been expended ?- Yes. 

252. Have YOli any documents to show that ?-Yes, there nre such docu­
ments in existence, and I think they are to be found in the Parliamentary pro­
ceedings in 1814. 

253 . Was it expended bonafide upon the r ivcr navigation between Athlon. 
and Portumna ?-Yes ; and of course we shall ask for nothing but what we can 
prove to have been actually expended on the works. 

254. At what time was that sum exp ended, or between what years?-It was 
in 1810 that the navigation was handed ov<r to the G rand Canal Company by 
th e Directors-General of I nland Navigatiun, and the period of expend ing this 
money was from 1802 to 1810, the period when the Grand Canal Company 
completed the contract. 

25.\ . None was expended afte r 1810 ?-Yes; but the great expenditure on 
it was before we took up the contract, and I take for granted if' we added all 
the expe.nse since it would considerably exceed 30,000 t. before mentioned, that 
is the monics we have expended ann ually since it was placed under Oul' care in 
the support of the work!' on the Shannon. 

256. With respect to the 30,000 l. in addition to your contract, which you 
say entitles you to compensation, between what years was it expended ?-1 
think from 1802 to 1810, but I am not certain; every year there is more or 
less money expendcd and paid Oll t of th e funds of the Grand Canal Company, 
as they seldom charge any toll upon allY goods brought on the canal from the 
Shannon, and a small toll going through the lock at Athlone, and on trade 
boats not entering the Grand Canal. 

257. What mon ey has been expendecl upon the river navigation since 181O? 
-I have called for that account, but I have not yet received it. 

258 . You have no knowledge of it ?-No . 
. 259. Have YOll any knowledge of the g reatest annual expense that has been 
incurred in any year ?-I can form no opinion; we consider the Shannon as 
part of the Grand Canal. 

260 . D o you take into consideration that if Mr. Rhodes's soundings be cor­
rect with regard to the river navigation, ana you we re to engage to put it into 
that sit uation again, that it would cost you 10,000 I . to do so; do you take that 
into consideration when you say you clai m 30,000 l. as compensation ?-No, 
certainly not; my impression is th is, t hat if those locks were 'to be pulled down, 
we must, in order to sink the sills, expend at least 10,000 l., taking it for granted 
that all that Mr. Rhodes states in the way of locks and bridges to be correct, to 
make it according to the contract j but my impression al so is, that it would be a 
waste of money, that six feet or water should be at all tim es on the si ll of the 
locks and bridges. I am satisfied that fi ve feet six inches or fiv e feet water 
upon the lower sill of the locks would be sufficient dep th of water for any ~r~de 
boat that would trade upon the Shannon, an d 1 am borne out in that o~mlO.n 
by the sta tement of a very able engin eer, Mr. J essop, and 1 will hand m IllS 
report. 

[H andi1lg in a paper, as follows .. ] 
(Copy.) 

Si r, London. June 4,180'1. 
I HAVE been lately so fully occupied that I have not before had time to take the papers 

which you sent me In to consideration. 
In regard to the river Shannon. I have not the same apprehensioDs that Mr. Rh~es 

seems to entertai n j I do not think with him, that it wi ll be a tedious and difficult naviga­
tion j, three parts out of four in the year," nor do I th ink that the banks for the ~r~ckways, 
sloped as they are proposed to be, and growing grass, will be much liable to be Injured by 
the surge, while I see banks simi larly constructed exposed to the lash of the G erman~ceo.n 

Without 
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without materially suffe l'ing. and it will be very easy to shelter th em by plantatious if found N. Fannillg, Esq. 
necessary. 

I n lowering the si lls of the locks, which are too hiO'h, I should not think it necessary to 1'1 J uly 18;H . 
have them six fee t under the lowest water; if they ar~ five feet under COlllmon low water, or 
four feet under an extreme low water, they would do very well; if the fllil at Killaloe, or any 
otl~er fall, shoul~ be lower~d. the locks must of course cOJ'l'csf>ond; but rc;;prcling the eel-
welTS, I had no Id ea. oftaklllg them away futtherthan temporarily. and I'csLorin g them again 
afterwards. 

The cutting n canal in the meadows instead of navigating the ri ver, may possibly in some 
cases be ad visable, but it cannot be done generally. . 

The using wa ter-wheels for pumping of water may be vCl·y advisable wh ere falls may be 
obtai ned~ but 1 am afraid th ere are few cases whe.·e Y(lU wil! have th is advant.age. 

Dredgll1g barges, such as Mr. Rh odes recommends, will be ll seful where they must 
occasionally pass through locks, lmt in general where they wil l be em ployed to deepen the 
channel in t.he ri ver parallel to the track ways, th ey should by all means be worked by 
horses, an~ so should the piling engines wh ich may be used for the trackway bridges, as 
they may In both c~ses be worked 50 p er cent. chea per tlmn by men. 

. I cannot agree With M r. Rhodes in the proposition of rais ing water by steam-eno-illes, for 
if he was cor rect in his calculDtion of the saving, 1 very much doubt the projlrietY of bor­
rowing water from the lower levels to serve th e summit, unless you would ascertain to II 

certainty that thel·(,: will be water to spare a fter serving the locka~e for local trade, which 
will not pass t he summit; but Mr. Rhodes's ca lculations are; not quite correct : a 3G· illch 
cylinder will not work two pumps of 40 inches . ni nc feel high, and unless you cttn erect 
engines ch eaper in it·eland than in Englund, which 1 have never found to be the case, such 
a n engine could not be e rected for 1,100 l. We are erecting oue of the same size on the 
Grand Junction Canal for a similar purpose, because we have no alternative, and we con­
sidered it as a cheap contract in getting it done for 1.go01. 

I cannot cease to recommend th e making a reservoir, for if it cannot be filled otherwise, 
you may certai nly fill from the Liffey, an d a time will Come wh en it will be very valuable 
for other purposes, if there should be more th an yuu wi ll want for the canal. 

When yo u have leisu re and money for alterin g some of your locks, whi ch waste so much 
water, there can be no doubt of its propriety, but as I take it for granted that )'OU have no 
immedia te intention of doing it, I will not at present take up you r time and my own in the 
conside .·ati on of it. 

The estimate fo r th e Mountmcllick Canal appears to be liberal in prices, but I cannot 
without more particular information form any correct opinion either of the plan or the 
expense. 

(signed) tV. Jessop. 

26 1. Putting asi de the question of the locks, do you think it would be worth 
your whil e, by dredging and by pl aci ng proper beacons, to bring the navigation 
into that state prescribed by the contract?-Yes, the locks are the great diffi ­
culty, and the bri dges ; ] th ink before the summer is over, and when the works 
now in prog ress are finished, the navigation will have sufficient depth of water. 

~62 . You can have no objection to giving the Board of Works power to 
enter the navigation and inspect the works, and perform all necessary improve~ 
ments, and charge you with the expenses?- \ \' e have no objection to their 
visiting or inspecting the works on the Shannon every year, or as often as may 
be necessary, and that Board has power to do so now; they have all the 
powers of the Directors-General of Inland Navigation, and the latter Board 
frequently ordered an engineer to examine the works, and if there appeared 
any defect in the works or navigation, they were empowered to call upon Ollf 

Company to make good such defects; but that Board, never to my knowledge, 
complained of defects in th e navigation. 

263. But you are so ready to do your part, that you have no objection that 
t h ey should have a power of compell ing you to do so r-I think it w~)Uld. be 
our interest, if'we finel there are any defects upon the Shannon that might Im­
pede its trade, Ollr in terest is to have them removed, and we have always done 
80 ; t here is no person or persons more interested in the trade on the Shannon 
than the Grand Canal Company. . 

264. 'Vith respect to the additional powers to be gi,"en to the Board of 'Yorks, 
to force you to perform the contracts, YOli can have no objectiGll to a power 
being granted to the Boan;l to compel you to perform the contract?- We have 
always resisted the power being g ranted to any Board over u,s; . when we got 
the Parliamentary Grant of' 150,000 l., there was no Board ot Control placed 
ovel' us . The Royal Canal Company is und~r certain control ?f Gov.emment 
and Board of Works, but we would not submit to any control of that kmd. 

265 . Have the Grand Canal Company received any grant of public mO~ley 
since they closed their account with the Directors-General of Inland NaViga­
tion ?-Y cs, the grant of 150,000 t. in 1814, as before stated ; which sum was 
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applied to the liquidation of the deht of the Company, together with the 
advance of 50,000/. on the part of the Company j at that pel'lotl the Interest 
payable on the debt was 65,000 t. a year, it is now reduced to about 28,0001. 
British. 

266, According 'to your own statement, your compensation should only be 
!to,OOO t. ?-Provided the Govemment should call upon us to do what, in my 
opinion, is perf~ctly useless.. T '" 

267. But whIch they have a TIght to do ?-, es; but It 1.8 thro~lI1g money 
away without accomplishing any useful benefit to the trade 111 the nver. 

268. If all Mr. Rhodes's recommendations were catTied in to effect, would 
not your trade on the Grand Canal be very much increased [-If Mr . Rhodes"$ 
plan was generally carried into effect, it would increase the trade upon the 
Grand Canal very considerably, but not by sinking the river 01' the present 
locks and bridges, but the drainage of the ground, that would be of the greatest 
advantage and. importance to the improvement of the country, and the improve­
ment of the rivers that run lnto the Shannon would prove beneficial to the 
trade on the Grand Canal. 

06g, Would not that increased benefit to the trade on the Grand Canal be 
worth the 20)OOO t. you demand ?-J should hope we should have a very consi­
derable advantarre from it) if the plan was carricrl to the extent that Mr. 
Rhodes has rcco~lInen (l e d, but nut to the extent mentioned . 

270. Arid worth the 20.0001. ?-Not according to my view of it; hut any 
gentlema n 011 the Committee ean form his own opinion upon that !'\ubjcct. 

27 1. You have said you canllot be supposed to be answerable fo!' shoals 01' 

other impediments in the river, that you suppose to lliwe been produced by 
floods or othel' casual cuuses ?--Certainly. 

272. Have you looked at M-r. Rhodes's repol·t ?-Only this morning. 
273. You are aware perhaps he has stated there arc shoals that have existed 

there for a longer time than YOll have stated ?-No, I am not aware of it. 
274. Confining your answer to that portion of the river which you navigate. 

are you prepared to state your opinion, that there is at this time no perma-
11el1t shoal, and none but what has uccumulated the last few months ?- l am 
not aware of any defect in the river 01' allY shoal, unless it has been occa­
sioned by the beacons erected uy lVIr. Grantham, that have fa llen into the 
c,I uul) or the beacons that have been put up recently, or from the other 
causes beforementioned. 

'liS. You are in the habit of having the navigation periodically inspected ?­
Yes; it is the duty of the engineer to make frequ ent inspection of the works on 
the Shannon. 

276, Would he not think it his duty to report the beacons fallillg into the 
river, or the stones falling in ?-,- Yes, when it comes to his knowledge j the 
first information of such occurrence sometimes comes from the owners of 
vessels, and it is the du ty of the engineer to immediately attend to such infor­
mation or reprc:>cntation. 

277. If a loaded boat mepts with one of those obstructions, the parties make 
a complaint. in England; is it not so in Ireland ?-Yes; we are liabl e to more 
obstructions in the Grand Canal than in the river, and where there are six feet 
water in the body of the canal j these impediments are generally caused from 
stream~ or inlets flowing into the canal, which generally cOllvey bog.stufi' and 
gravel lO tO the canal, and. on which the boats are liable to get fast. 

278. Do ~o~ mean to sa~ it is your opinion that the eng ineer has reported 
~he .great maJonty of those JIlstances, and that. the Grand Canal Company has 
In all those cases made an outlay to remove the obstruction ?-, -Yes; the estimate 
I gave in yesterday was with that "ie\y, and particularly states all the neces · 
sary works to be clone and expense of execution; every year at least it is his 
du ty to ll1ake a report of the works necessary i he gives a detailed estimate of 
the expense, and the whole amount of those works I believe seldom exceeds 
~OOI, 

279· Have you any idea of how many beacons that have been put upon the 
land have tumbled into the Shannon and remained there 1-No j 1 know there 
are_ many wanting upon the Shannon, and in the winter season the navigation 
is very imperfect without those beacons. 

280 . . With reference to those beacons) you say you have entered into a can· 
tract WIth Mr. Grantham to repair them 1-Yes, 

,SI. If 
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28 1. If' that contract had been comp leted should you have had the whole 110 
beacons, as you \~ere bound by your contract, ill p~rfeCt repair?-Yes j it was 
to effect that obJect !\1r. Grantham was em ployed. He engaged to beacon 
every part of the Shannon where beacons were necessary. 

282 . \Vas he to pllt ~IP the 110 beacons ?-As to the number I cannot say; 
but he was bound by his contract to erect beacons on all parts or the Shannon 
from Athlone to POl'tumnn, and to keep them up and in good order for th ree 
years. 

283. He was bound to keep up yoUI' number ?-For three years. The bea­
cons were complained of i they were very inefficient. The country people were 
constantly in the habit of cutting the or igina l ones, as before stated, to make 
axletrees fo r cars, and ,Mr. Grantham made complaints of the inefficiency of 
those beacons. lvI r. Grantham was employed on the Shannon by Government 
for several years, and was sent to Ireland by th~ late Mr. Rennie to inspect 
and report on the state of the Shannon for the information of Government. 

284. You sta ted you had upwards of 110 beacons when you took the Shall­
non?-Yes. 

285. And Mr. Grantham was bOll!l cl to keep up that !lumber 1-I am not 
aware of the number; but I think that was the contract, at least he was bound 
to erect a slIfficient number. 

2~6 . \ Vas rvJr. Grantham's contract for more than 12?-Yes, consillerably 
more; his contract went from Athlulle to Portumna. I cannot charge my 
mind as to the Humber. 

287. Can you put in 1\011". G rantham's contractr-Yes, T can write for it. 
288. You have 110 estimate of the expenses of the repairs required on your 

part of the Shannon for the current year j YOll had the estimate laid before 
your Board th is time last year ?-I cannot say ; it is the duty o f' the engineer to 
report a ll the state of works on the Shannon every year, and I have 110 reason 
to doubt his having done so. 

289. Can you procure a copy of his report ?-Yes, I can write for it. 
::!go. M I'. Hhodes says there are only 16 beacons between Athlone and POI'­

t Ullllla; supposi ng that IVII". Grantham's dr-ath has prevented the erect ion CIt' 
the additional beacons, how is it you account for your not having gone to ]\ 11'. 
GranLham's securities for the additional 9~~ that are missing?-Whatever they 
were we have applied frequently, and 11,11". Grantham's death was the calise ot' 
their not being erected. 

29 1, \Vhen did Mr. Grantham die ?-I cannot say. Summer is the only time 
to erect beacons on the Shannon . 

292. \,yhen did you enter into the contract \vith }\'1r. Grantham ?-Upward~ 
of two years ago; we have done every thing we could do to enforce the fulfil­
ment of the contract. We gave directions for completing those beacons before 
we had any knowledge of Mr. Rhodes's report, or of his being employed all 
the Shannon . 

293. Are you sure ~ Ir. G rantham's contract was for mO.re t1~an 12 beacons? 
-Yes; the contract went for t he beaconing of the entlfc Shannon . I am 
satisfied in mv own mind it was so. 

294. Subsequently to the year 1814 has the Grand Canal Company received 
any grant of public money ?-They have rece ived at diff(:!:ent periods when they 
were making the canal a certain portion j but no grants Since 1814. . 

295 . Have t.hey received any since 1814?-Only 1.10,000 t. before mentIOned, 
and that grant was on special conditions that we should make no di~idends, and 
apply all our su rplus profits to the redu ction of the debt, and subscrI be :;0,000 t. 
of our own money, that is makinO' the entire sum ~OO,OOOI. to be so applied, 
and we have made 11 0 dividend °since that pel'iod . All the surplus profits or 
funds have been applied to reduce the debt of the Company. 

290 . You are acting under t hose contracts ?-Yes, we. are.. .. 
297. You stated you consider that t he impr<;>vement::l 111 the ~'lV.el' navlgatlOll 

will be benefi cial to the trade on the canal; Will you state why It lS you charge 
an additional toll on the boats that go to Limerick conveying ~ertain articles? 
-There is no additional toll charged on th.e Shan lion. ;. there IS a ~harge only 
in one instance and that is a contract With 1\fr. Williams; but It cloes !lot 
exceed the lIsliai toll charged to other t raders on .the Shannon. Upon entering, 
into the contract with Mr. Williams to induce lllm to expend a large sum ot 
money in establ ishing a. steamer on the Shannon, we made a considerable .re-
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duction ill the tolls usually charged, as an encouragement to him to undertake 
the establishment of steam· boats on the Shannon, ano. reduced the toll from 10 8. 
to 5 s. a ton for goods brought from I,imeri ck, or fi'om a mile below l)ortumna 
to Dublin; and the goods ii'om Portumna, or corn bJ'OHght to Dublin, paid 108. ; 
that ~lgrcement was for 14 years, upon the condition of IV11'. "Villiams expending 
a certa in sum or money in establ ishing those steamers : that shows the Com­
mittee how a.nxiolls we were, and how ll1~lch interested we are, in the .pros l~erity 
of' the trade of the Shannon. Ollr tolls from the Shannon harbour to Dubltn on 
the canal are 8 s. 6 d. or 9 s. G d. pCI' ton, lmd from Limcrick the tolls charg:ed 
is only 5 s. lIpon the cam11, and only 3 s. a ton on corn exported, and thc last 
reduction oftoH was Il'iven since th e first contract was entered into with MI'. 
Williams at 5 s. a ton ~ we have made the further reduction to cncoul'age the 
export trade {i'om Dublin of corn brought from Limerick, allll now corn CX~ 
ported from Dublin brought from Limerick pays only 3 s. a. tOll. 

298. Arc the Committee to understand, that if a boat conveyillg 50 tOllS of 
meal and Hour and butter goes down to Limerick, th:tt it is charged hal f.-tollage, 
bllt that the corresponding number of tons coming back will be charged 10 !~.? 
- I was coming to that point. The conditions of the contract with Mr. 'Vil­
liams were, and they werc suggested by hinHiell~ that in order to seclIre to the 
Company til('. trade of t he Shann on, ami from the inducements we had given to 
make the establishment of steamers upon it, th at he should, if he employed those 
steamers to other purposes, sllch as diverti llg tIle trade downwards to Limerick 
instead of the canal, that he, in that case, should pay the same rate of toll as 
evcl'y other trader paid. 

299. Does not it amount practicaily to a prohibition to carrying on any 
trade with Limerick ?-I do not know lhat j I believe the full toll was never 
paid hy Mr. Williams. 

300. Do you not consider that lO s. a tall, put on Mr. vVilliam:'l under those 
circumstances, would act as a prohibition to the trade ?-I do not know what 
his feeling may be; it has not acted as a prohibition; we had <L consiclel'ftble 
traue fi'om the Shannon before Mr. 'Vill iams became a trader upon it, and we 
charge the same rate of toll to Portumna. 

301. Then the Committee understand YOll, thftt 1\[1'. \Villiams bringing goods 
to Dublin ii'o m Limerick, pays less than a private trader coming from 1>01'­
tumna?-Yes, one-half less. 

302. If he takes goods £i'om allY part of the Shannon above Portumna to 
Limerick, he no longer is allowed that privilege, but he pays the same as a 
private trader ?-Exactly so. 

303. Then, practically speaking, you give him a bonus fol' going up to Dub­
lin, that would induce him not t.o carryon any trade with Limerick for fear of 
10sing that bonus?-It may operate so on trade from the Shannon to Limerick, 
but that only extends to OIle cargo, for the same number of tons he takes up 
and brings down. 

304. And only a particular species of goods ?-I believe it only exteuds to 
corn and merchandize. I do not think it has operated injuriously to Limerick. 

305, If YOll do not think it operates injuriously to Limerick, whv did you 
enter into it ?-I think it is a dead letter. I t hink the Grand Canai Company 
do not think its continuance of any importance. 

30G. I s it the intention of the Grand Canal Company to give it up ?-I have 
no doubt, if Mr. Williams stated to the Grnnd Canal Company that he con­
sidered it interfered with his trade, that the Directors would have no objection 
to rescind that part of the agreement; this proposal emanated from himself: 
and if he stated it was injurions to him as a. trader, I think it would be 
given up. . 

30i· Supposing the question was mooted before the Grand Canal Company 
in this way, that some persons upon the lower portion of the Shannon were to 
say, this appears to you, according to your own proposition, a dead Jetter; we 
t hink it a hardsl~ ip; we do not say we shall gain anything by it, but it makes us 
~ppear as a foreIgn country; what would be the result ?-~1y opinion is, that 
It ought to be given up; it is not worth one f.'tr thing . 

308. Supposing tha t portion of the rive r in YOl1 r possession were in the hands 
of C:Jovern~e~lt, ~r in the hands of ~ public body, they would not think of 
maklllg a dlstmctJon then as between Dublin and Limerick ?-Certainly not. 

30 9· What was . the object of the Grand Canal Company in taking upon 
themselves 
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themselves the management of a portion of the Shannon ?-Decidedly that of 
getting the trade of the Shannon; particularly the trade to and from "Limerick 
by canal conveyance to Dublin . 

310. Did you understand tJmt the interest expressed by the merchants at 
present in Limerick, was only to facilitate the trade with Dubl in ; did thev 
not also make it it. point to facilitate the t rade with Limerick ?-The great 
object, as fhr as I can charge my memory, the merchants of Limerick had in 
view, was the carrying .on the export trade thl'Ough Dublin; from the difficul­
ties and delays attcndmg the navigation from Limerick to the sea, the great 
object was to send the goods for expedition through Dublin by canal. 

311. But you arc aware that the merchants of Limerick are supplied from 
all parts of the country with the produce they export; and if the Shannon 
lH).vigation was open. to them, they would import probably, first, from Lough 
Allen, and probably, In the next instance, send it to Dublin, if it was a cheaper 
conveyance than the other way?-I have very little idea that any corn will go 
to Limerick fi'om Lough Allen unless the price was hig her there; in such 
case it might go. The corn-market at Dublin is generally higher than at 
Limerick. 

312. For that reason you do not give it a fa ir tria l ?-We are not carriers or 
traders in corn. 

3 13. ' Vhich of these two alternatives do you think the Grand Canal Com­
pany would prefer: that Government should resume, by aD Act of' Parliament, 
the possession of the Shannon, without giving any compensation to the Gnlild 
Canal Company, 011 the plea of its being out of order; or that the Grand Canal 
Compaliy should be compelled to put it in to the state in which it ought to be' 
by the contract of 1806 ?-As to that part in our possession, .we should object 
to it being handed over to Government, unless the entire Sh3nno11 was placed 
under their care. 

3 14. Which of the two altematives should you prefer'-They would prefer 
the latter altl!rnative i my answer is in reference to the contract ; but provided 
the entire Shannon was placed in the hands of Government, and the plans sug- . 
gestecl by l\1r. n.hode~ brought into efi(:!ct, then I say the Grand Canal Com­
pany would cheerfully give lip that portion of the Shannon which they havc, 
upon such 1Il0uerate compensation as th e Governmcllt would be pleased to 
consider j ust and equitable. ' 

31j. I f the Government were to undertake the whol e navigation of the river 
Shannon without putting into effect that part of l\.Jr. Rhodes's plan which is 
exclusively applied to the drainage, would that equally meet with the approba­
tion of the Canal Directors :- - 1 think that the improvement of the ground by 
drainage in the vicinity of the Shannon would increase the quantity of corn, 
and that the improvement of the rivers which flow into the Shannon being put 
in a navigable state would udd to the trade of the canal. 

316. YOli are of course aware that there is a part of the Grand Canal called 
the Dallinasloc Branch, that stan ds upon a different footing ii'om the rest j will 
you sta te to the Committee the situation of that part of the Grand Canal, ~nd 
the circuillstances under which it was made?-We got a loan for the makJl1g 
of the canal (i '01ll the LORn Commissioners, I believe in 1824·, which was the first 
money that we received. from the Loan Commi.ssioners in Ireland. 1 believe 
Mr. Goulbul'l1 was Secretary for Ireland at tha.t tIme. 

3 17. Was it a grant or a loan?-It was a loan, not a g rant ; the loan was 
lent to us on a mortgage of the tolls arising from the Canal. 

3 18. In whose hand~ arc the tolls now ?--In ours; but they are mortgaged, 
as before stated . 

3 19. How much do they amount tal-They latterly have very much fallen 
off, in consequence of the malicious breaches made III the canal j I tilluk they 
averaged, when the canal was open, to about from SOOl. to 900J. a year .. 

320. You have not repaired them ?-Yes we ha~e; the net receipts ~f 
revenue was regularly paid into the Tr~asury, but It co~t 1,700 t. to repair 
one of th.c breaches, and the canal was III conseqnence Silk or seven months 
unproductive. 

321. ls the money repaid to Government ~-No. 
322. Is any part of it?--The 11et money we l'eCCl\'c we pay into the 

Treasury. . ~, 
323. Do you receive enough to pay the 1I1tel'e~l r-r\ o . 

.E 3~4 . What 
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324. What was the interest ?-Four per cent. 
325. 'Vhat does the interest amount to that YOll pay ?-The sum we have 

hitherto paid, when the canal was open, was about 800 l. per ann um . 
326. What was the amount of the loan ?-£. '17,000. 
327. What is the length of that canal ?-About 12 miles, and niue·tellths of 

it bog, and therefore, in case of breach, more liable to coll apse. 
328. Those accumulations of' gravel that impede the navigation, how are 

they generally removed. on th~ Shannon ?-Uy tlrcdge-boatfj. 
329. Do you possess a dredge-boat ?-Yes, we do; and we have an addi­

tional one eno-aged to get the shoals and other imped ill1 ents, alluded to by Mr. 
Rhodes, rem;ved. 'Ve hi l'cd the boat ii'om Mr. \Villium s ; i ~ is worked by 
steam, 

330, Are there not some impediments that cnnnot UP. removed, except 'by 
steam ?-No ; our dredge-boat is mOI'e fit to take up the large stones than a 
steamer . 

.'331. Supposing that th e r iver Slick was made navigable lip to Ballinasloe, 
would the Grand Canal Company think themselves entitl ed to compensa tion? 
- I think so; it would be running a. paralle l line of Ila\'igation to the llallinasloe 
Canal. Om Company, before they undertook to make a canal to Ballinasloe, 
employed em inent engineers to ascertain how llu' the r iver Suck could be 
made available as a navigation, and thei r opin ions were decidedly agaillst an 
expenditlll'e of money for that purpose. 

332. Did you ever hear of a canal recei ving compensation from another 
.canal, because it came near it ?-No j one of our great misfortun es. was the 
close approximation of the Royal Canal. 

333. Are the to lls on the Ballinasloe branch at the sallle rate as on the Grand 
Canal branch ?-No. In getting the loa n, the Commissioners stiptllated we 
should not charge more than a penny halfpenny pel' tall pCI' mile, and the loan 
was to bear interest from the period of our getting each advance of money j but 
the canal did not come into operation for fo ur years, although interest was 
chargeable from the time of each advance, and the interest therefore 3ccumulated 
to a considerable amount, nlthollgh no revenue was produced from it. A Dill 
has since been passed authorizing loans to be granted at a less rate of in~ 
terest, and the interest only chargeable from the time the cana l is navigable. 

334. Are YOLI aware that Mr. Rhodes recommends a cut ii'om Bal1imahel' to 
Lough Rhea ?-No. 

335. Supposing th is cut was to be made from Ballimaher to Lough Rhea, 
would the Graml Canal Company consider themselves entitled. to compensa­
tion ?-It would very much interfere with the trade of the G rand Canal, if 
steamers were established there. 

336. 'What amount of compensation shou ld you consid er yourselves entitled 
to ?-J cannot say j but th is is not a new subj ect, it has a lready been all before 
Parliament. 

33i. What compensation did they ask for ?-The Grand Canal Company 
resisted the extension of the Royal Canal to Tarmonberry on the Shannon, con~ 
cei"ing it would be injuriolls to their interest, and that it would not be just for 
the Government to grant money to another Canal Company to enable th em to 
interfere with our rights. 

338. Was there ever a question of money compensation ?-No ; the Privy 
Council decided in favour of the Grand Canal Company. 

339. You cannot state the amount of money that would compensate ?-I 
never heard the amount mentioned j the object was to p revent that line, and 
to send it more northward. ' 

340. Do you receive any positive income, afte r paying interest on the money 
borrowed fro m Government on the Ball inasloe branch r-No; nol' the interes t 
itself, nor anything equal to it. 

341. Should YOIJ not think it sufficient com pensation [-0)' ·rendering the river 
navigable, if they forbore to ask that interest from you ?-The Government 
cannot call u,pon us to pay morc than we receive from the tolls upon it; they 
have no claim upon our canal or our tolls; .only on the tolls derived from the 
llallinasloe line ; the mortgage is upon the net profits of revenue from t~at 
~a~lal, aft~r all the expense has been deducted for maintain ing, it and keep-mg 
It 111 repair, and we regularly pay over the surplus when caUeCl on. . 

340 . So. 
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342. So that if the navigation of the canal suffers, the compensation should N. Fannillg. ESfl. 
be made to Governmentr- It is vested in us. 

343· You are only trustees ?-It is regularly mortgaged to Government for a 12 July , 83+· 
loan of money lent to us upon certain conditions. 

344· You have said that the Grand Canal Company in takin ~ lhe Middle 
Shannon upon themselves contemplated an increase of trade by hrinrTing the 
Limerick trade lip [0 4ublin ?-Yes. 0 

345. Supposing the Shan non below Limerick was improvell so as to facilitate 
the export Ii'om Limerick, should you consider yourse lves enti tled to any com­
pensation ?- No, certainly not. 

346. A re the boats trading upon this part of the navigation from the Shan­
non harbour to Ballinnsloe often obliged to take halfload :i in th e SU lllmer season 
ill consequence of the W:l1lt of' water 1-No, I am not aware of it, except during 
the repairs caused by the breaches. 

347. Do you conceive you have any right under that contract or otherwise 
to prevent any oth er persu n or body from making any lateral branch into that 
part of the Shannon that you claim r-I do not say that we do ; the only thing 
we objected to before was that the public mOllcy should not be g iven to do us 
an injury . If any priva te individuals chose to expend it we do not object to 
it; but it would not be ajust thing towards us to set up a rival company. 

348. Have you full powers from the Canal Directors to treat with Govern­
ment if necessary?- Lord Cloncurry came over with me, and the g reat object 
of our coming here was, not to enter into a detai led account of all the various 
impediments stated to exist in the Shannon, but to state to the Committee we 
should be most anx ious to render every facility we could to have the Shannon 
improved to the extent which it ought to be. 

349. You have stated that the only advantage'you derive from thi:i portioll 
of the Shannon under your directiolJ is , that it acts as a feeder to the Grand 
Canal r-Th:l.t is the prin c ipal. 

350. I s that the on ly advantage ?-I do not know of any other. 
351. Th e tolls do not exceed the expenditure i-The tolls of lhe Shannon in 

itself are not productive ; the tolls are only collected upon sllch boats as pass 
through locks. 

3.52. Then the only advantage you derive from it is that it acts as a feeder to 
the Grand Canal r-Yes, that is the principal advantage. 

353. I s that the practical result of the expenditure of this money?-Yes. 
354. Supposing it was t ran~fe rred to the GO\'ernment, would not the same 

results arise to you ?-No body in whom the navigalion might be vested could 
feel so much interest in keeping the navigation in a perfect state as the Grand 
Canal Company j and therefore I conclude the results would not be so favour­
able in the hands of the Board of Works. 

355. Explain to the Committee any arrangement that could be made that 
would ensure to you the same advantages?-l distinctly state that when the 
Directors-General of Inland Navigation had the Limerici} part of the Shannon 
under their care we sustained great loss by that Board placing a dam across the 
river, which had the effect of preventing all trade from Limerick for several 
years. 

356. Supposing some arrangement was m·ade that should secure to.y.ou all 
the advantages which, in point of fact, you could fairly make ol;lt a~ anslI1g t? 
the Grand Canal from the Shannon, should you have any objection that It 
should be transferred to th e Board of ',,"arks without any compensation?-Yes, 
I should think that a very great objection would arise so. l o~g. as ~notb~r ~a:t 
of the Shannon was allowed to remain in the hands of an mdlVldual or mdlVl­
duals. 

3!i7. The only advantage which lhe Grand Canal Company can at present 
derive from havin rT the Middle Shannon in their hands is as a means of extract­
ing a certain degl"~e of compensation from the Government, as a consideration 
for giving it back to them ?-That is not our feeling at all; we are perfectly 
satisfied with the Shannon. 

358. What other advantage can 
into the particular advantages j but 

532. 

you name ?-It is impossible for me to go 
the Middle Shannon being in lhe hand. of 

E2 ilie 
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the Graml Canal Company I consider of great importance to the Company 
although this navigation produce little of toll. ' 

359. The question considers it being in the hands of Governm ent and not a 
rivai company ?-So long as other compan ies are all owed to hold 'other parts 
of the Shannon, I shonld consider it wonld be injurions to the GralHI Canal 
COl1lpany'~ inte rest , 

LUtl{E, 14" die Ju/;';, 1834. 

THE EARL OF KERRY, IN TI-IE CHAIR 

Mr. Charles Wyc Williams, called in; and fnrtller Examin ed. 

360. WHAT was the state of the trade on the Shannon before the steam 
navigation was in troduced into the river ?-There was so li ttle trade that it 
scarcely deserved to be namecl j very seldom a boat was seen passing lower than 
Portumna, and sca rcely any intercourse was maintain ed between Dublin and 
Limerick by means of the Shannon. 

361. In what year was. the steam navigation in troduced ?- In the year 1 8~7 
the first steamer was brought to the Shannon above Limerick. 

302 . 'Vere there any boats plying regularly between Limerick and the Grand 
Canal ?-There were none that I ever heard of, except as I have statel!; a 
boat from Dublin was frequel}tly u month 0.1' six weeks before it arrived at 
Limerick. 

363. Was the trade inferior to what now ex ists on the Upper Shannon ?­
I believe there is a much greater trade on the Upper Shannon at present 
than was ever upon the Middle Shan non before . the ilttroduction of' steam 
navigation. 

364. Are you aware that Faraday & Co. , and other hou ses in Duhlin, have 
boats plying twice a week between DJ'umsna and the Royal Canal ?-I under~ 
stand there are persons plying boats regll larly j but the navigation is so 
imperfect that th e boats mllst be able to carry very litt le, and the intercourse 
must be maintained at g reat disadvantage . . 

365. Woul~l steam navigati on confe r the same advantages upon the upper 
part of the river as it has conferred upon the lower ; alld are there 110t many 
places where it is impossible to have track-ways, by reason of the g reat width 
of the river, stretching out into lakes ?- I have no doubt that the increase of 
in tercourse upon the Upper Shannon, if it could be made a good navigation, . 
would be as great as what has taken place upon the Lower Shal1l1on, but t rack~ 
ways could not be constructed along the Shannon. 

366. Would you run your steam ~boats up as high as Carrick and Lei trim, if 
you were able to do so ?-We would run our steam-boats as far as ever they 
could go, and I have no doubt that we should carryon a very active trade. 
We have sent up corn from Limerick as f.'l r as J amestown, but the difficulties 
of the navigation were so g reat that we were deterreu from ever l'~ pealing th~ 
attem pt. At present the steam-boats occasionally go as high as Lanesborough; 
but were the navigation in a more complete condition, t here would, be a good 
trade on the river, and the millers of the Upper Shan non would bring up their 
wheat for grinding, which is so superior at Limerick, while the wheat for ship­
ment would be brought down to Limerick from the up country: thus ooth 
districts of the Shannon would be benefi ted by the opening the navigation. 

36,. 'Vhat .articl ~s d~ you carry U~) to Lanesbol'Ough ?-Timber, slat.es, i~'on, 
and generally foreign Imported artICles. both from Dublin and Llme. ck, 
together with British manufactures. 

368. Do you think you should be able to increase your trade of timber and 
slates up to the very top of the Shannon, if the whole river was opened?­
There cannot be a doubt of it: timber, slates, earthenware, iron, and Britislt 
manufactures of all sorts, would find a cheap conveyance into the heart of the 
country. 
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369. ] n the articl e of slates, for instance?-I have no doubt that the article Mr. C. IV. fllilliIl1llS. 
of slates would forln' an importan t feature in the Upper Shannon trade, 
inasmuch as the r et llrn boats would be ab le to bring down produce. An 14 J uly 18:)4-. 
instance of tha t occ,urreu a fOl'tnight n.go: two t radc .. boaLc;. that were towed up 
by the stea mer" havlllg to CO~lC ,back, were fill ed with potatoes, vcry much to 
the advantage of the lowe~ llIStl:lct, where potatoes were vcry clear, while they 
were very cheap above. 1 he 'trip was thus renderell :l profitable one. 

370. I s th e part of t he Shannon above Lanesborough enti rely in the hands 
of G overnment ?-Frolll the northern end of the Athlonc callal, where the 
jurisdiction of the Grand Canal ceases, the Shannon is entirely in the hands of 
the Govel'l1mcnt. 

371. And at present any improvement that is carried on there Illust be done 
entirely by Government ?-It Illust be done by the Government. 

372. D o you remember the state of the Limerick navig.ltion, that part that 
is now in the hands of the Limerick Navigation Company, while it was in the 
hands of the Government ?-It was in a. ve ry dilapiuated state, far worse than 
Mr. Rh odes has reported of the state of the lJavigation under the G rand 
Canal : the lock-gates were almost a11 in a decayed Slate, the banks were in 
very bad order , and t he canal and river full of shoals : it is scarcely possible to 
conceive a navigation in a worse condition than this was while under the direc­
tion of Government. 

373. ,.yere t he track-ways nearly impassable, and the locks in n very dan­
gerous state ?-They werc. 

374. "Vh at would be the eAect of a lock-gate, which was in a decayed state, 
bursfing ?-It might produce incredible mischief. In the first place it would 
interrupt the entire navigation for a long time, and uo inconceivable mischief: 
~md possibly sweep away the navigation below it. There was an instance a 
good many years ago of a breach taking place of the same kind, and it took 
Government many thousand pounds to repair it; the whole country was flooued 
and great injury done. 

375. \ Vhat sum of money have the Limerick Navigation Company spent in 
improving this navigation ?-They expended, in t he first instance, above ;),000 1. 
in rebuilding B<laIJs-bridge, and th ey have expended upon t he whole, besides 
that, above 15,000 t. They borrowed 8,5001. from the Bo:u:d of Publ ic "Vorks, 
which was a part of this expenditure. 

376. H ave they made any imprO\7ements since :Mr. Rhodes's report ?-The 
greater part of the works were made since Mr. Rhodes's report. Mr. Rhodes 
surveyed it about t he time they were making their alterations, when a large 
porlion of the river and t he banks was in a \'cry bad state. 

377 . Are there any further works required to improve the navigation ?-As 
far as the navigation for the passage of boats is concerned, nothing further can 
be done ; but a g reat deal is yet to be done to strengthen the banks. and to 
remove some shoals that the mountain streams bring down. and some other 
works, but not such as are requ ired to enabl e the boats to pass along the navi­
gation . A s far as regards the passage of the boats, it may he said to be com­
plete, but some of the banks are in a. precario lls sitl1ation. F or instance, t he 
bank ncar Killaloe, a very narrow bank, which requires to be strengthened by a 
slrong ' river-wall to prevent being swept away by winter fl oods. 

378. Vlould the Limerick Navigation Company hnve any objection to be 
placed more immediately under the control of the Board of \ Vorks ; that is to 
say, that t he Board of "Vorks should have a power of insisting upon the du e 
performance of the contract with respect to expending money upon the 
improvement of the navigation ?-Certainly not; but 1 should not recommend 
the Board of Public 'Yorks to have anything to do with the t rading part of' the 
establishment. I think that the Government are bad managers of works of that 
kind .. As to keeping their works in repair, 1 need only refe r to the sta te of that 
navigation before it was placed under the Limerick Navigation Co.rnrany,. when 
th~ slightest repairs cou ld not be executed from want of the Iflsh Estl~ates 
bemg voted by l:>arliament ; so it must ever be, un less. funds are pre\,l~l1s ly 
provided. and as the tol1s of the naviO"ation, if proclucttvc, would most lIkely 
go in to the general fund, as before, a nd not be expended on this navigation 
alone. I applied to have permission to repair some damages at my own 
expense. but was refused. 

379. L eaving it stilI in the hands of the Limerick Navigation Company, 
E J wouJ«( 
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Mr.C. TV.Williuml. wonict the Limerick Navigation Company have any objecti.on to thei r being 
placed immediat.ely under the Go.vcrnmcnt, to ~p.c that . thel~' contrac~s. should 

14 J,1y 1834. be properly fulfilled ?- Not the least; at present they a rc so m [Ict. I hey are 
bound to expend the whole of' their rc\~ellUC, with the exception of ~oo I. 
a year, upon that Ilavigation. Government have already a right of inspection, 
and of directing what works are necessary, unller the Limerick N :l.v igation 
Company's Act. Any other illterference than that of' inspection and control, 
and directing the necessary works to be don e when, snch arc requ ired, and 
compelling their execution, would be mischievolls to tracle. The machinery of' 
Government I!oards is ill adapted as a trading executive, and the stale of their 
own works on the Shannon is reported by i\Ir. Rhodes to be most disgraceful. 

380. ' ;Vhat state is the navigation oj' the river frolll Killaloe, where the 
Limerick NaviO"ution Company iC[lvCS off, to PortlllllllU, acro~s Loch Derg?­
It is in a tol~·ably good state; the ueacoll::t and buoys are maintained by 
Govemmenl, with all annllal Pa rliamell tary Grant of abuut '25 t. a year, and, 
except for the maintenance of those, Government have no other works the re. 
There is, however, a great deficiency of piers and lanuing-places on Lough 
D erl(. 

381. Does 1\1r. Rhodes recommend the erection of any landing·places at 
Lough Derg ?-Yes j he has stated that there is a great dc:ficiency of thelll, and 
that the erection of pi e r~ and landing-places woult l be very beneficial. There 
is not single pie r or Januing-placc upon the western side of Lough Ver~J and 
but aile or two insignificant olles upon the eastern side, though the Lough pre-
sents no coast offrolll 60 to 70 miles extent. . 

382. ' ""hat course would be the most ueneficial to YOllr trade for Parliament 
to adopt, with reference to piers and landing-places on L ough Derg and other 
parts of the Shannon ?-Either the establishing piers and Ia.nding-places of 
themselves, or giving encouragement to in(li \'iduais who POS!;CSS land upon the 
banks to do so, giving them the power o f' levying a certain to ll for the purpose 
of maintaining them. Government advancing the money, and charging a rent 
sufficient to co\'er the outlay. 

383. Would the Inland Stt'am Navigation Company be reany t9 become the 
lc!;see of piers or wharf.." if they were erected?-[ have no doubt they would; 
but I am sure the owners of the land would prefer being the owners themselves 
upon their own ground, and I have no doubt under such encouragement tuere 
would soun be a sufficicncy of piel"s erccted . 

384. Is there a pier now at a place called Kill"llSh ?-There is a substantially 
built pier there, but not sufficiently large, which has be-en erected partly by a 
grant from thf': late Fishery Board, and p[1l'tly by a contribution from Mr. Van­
daleur; but there is no provision for its maintenullce. 1\,11", Vandaleur, as lord 
of the soil, exercises a salutary controlling power; but I believe that if it was 
d isputed he could not maintain it. The toll, however, he levies is light, and 
cheerfully paid. 

385. Are you not yourselves erecting it pier at present at Cow Tsland ?-Wc 
are, and another at a place called Gurrakenneuy. The Borll'd of Public Works 
have 110W, at the instance OP the Slate Company; O" ran ted a Slim of money for the 
erection of a public pier adjoining ours, and wllc re there originally harl been 
one. 

~86. And the re is no power of ~ontrollillg you as to the degree of accomm o­
dation you shall afford ~o the puhhc ?-The picl" is quite a private one. 

38i· 'Y.~u have no rIght to levy toll ?-No; but it is ·our own property, the 
same as If It were 0111' own store . 

. 388. Then i} would have be<:n. more for the advantage of the public if that 
ple l" at Cow Is.and had been onglllll.lIy erected under the control of the Board 
of Works, and the control put upon those who leased it from them t-Certainly 
it would have been a Im~ch better arrangement raj" the public, as the pier woul~l 
theu have been a pll.bhc OIlP, whereas now it is a private one, e rected by pn-
vate means and on pnvate property. . 

389·. At present the pier at Cow Island might be monopolized by YOII, and 
you ITIlght pl:evcn t anybody else .hav i l1~ access to it if you were so inclined?­
We have a nght to do as we Itke With the picr, it being private property. 
the same as any indi"iuual may do with his own house· but I think the 

I 
. , 

term monopo y does not apply to it. The Compnlly had n o alternative but 
to construct the harbour and erect the pier at a considerable expense t th~re 

uelllg 
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being previously no ~vay of getting ~ccess to tb~ : hore fol' loading or unloading :t1r. C. W. Wiliialll S. 
goods .. If a 1I1all lHll lel a sto re fol' hl:'i O~VI~ lise, IS It not a misapplication of terms 
to c~d ll t a. monopoly? Any other lIlllivl(luai may construct a pier in the same 14 July 1834. 
llc ighbomhood . 

390. I n the 11,8d page of l\'fr. Rhodes's second report, he mentions that there 
:ue only 13 landing-p laces between K illaloc and LOlWh Allen, anLl it ('Toes on to 
say that it ~s d :si.ra ~l e to erect 11 more, t~vo of wh~h arc upon Lou~~h Derg; 
arc YO li of OP l111 0 11 t hat t hose two landIng-places are all t hat arc required 
tlpOn Lough Derg-?-No; I alll of opinion there should be at least foUl' or five 
upon each side of the lake. 

39 1. Then practically. n. gr~at many more J anrling-plnce~ are required fo r 
your trade than are mentIOned III 1vll'. Uhoclcs's report '{-For the general trade 
of the countl')'. 

39~ · You were examill p.d upon a fa nner day as to that division of the river 
which is ill tI.1C h:ll1ds of the Grand ~anal <;.:omnany ; have YOli anything fur­
ther to adl! With reference to that portIOn ot the river ?-I have only to statl" 
what I beheve I have already stated, that the want of water is a "reat impedi­
ment j and since I was examined I have looked over ~1r. Rhodes's ~'eport, and I 
find there are many places in wh ich the wuter is as low as fo ur feet and even 
th ree fee t. 

393· Is Mr. Rhodes' s report confirmed by the reports which YOll receive 
from YO ll r boatmen ?-It is ; they complai n particularly of the shmds in the 
Athlono and the Cloonahunoguc canal s ; they have been lately dredrred par-
li.l~ 0 

394, Do those shonls oblige you to carry much less loading in your boats 
than you otherwise wou ld ?-They cia. It'o l' the g reater portion of the year we 
are Hot able to fill our boats as we othe rwise would, very much to the injury 
Loth of' our trade and the Grand Cnnal Company, because we would ue ab le to 
carry at less rates of ii'eight if we could carry greater loads, 

395. Do you think the art.icle of' Killaloe slates would become more II sed if 
you were able to carry them at less freig ht '1-1 have no doubt of it. We have 
contracted to carry the slates of olle of the slate companies upon the river; but 
in consequence of not being able to fill the hoats we nre not ab le to make any~ 
thing by it, when carried to the upper towns on the river j but if we were able 
to calTY the proper loads we should be enabled to make it a profitable trade. 

396. Does th e existing state of' the navigation prevent the extension of the 
markets both up and down the river ?-I think it does, inasmuch as it increases 
the cost of' carriage. 

397. What are the parts where, practically speaking, there is most difficulty; 
is it before you enter the Grand Canal or up higher ?-Both before we enter 
the Grand Canal and after we pass it. There are two or th ree very ~I angerou s 
'fords and partial obstructions h om loose stones suflcred to remain in tl1f~ river, 
against which th e boats often stri ke . ] have no doubt that a very small sum of 
money wonld be suHicient to remove those shoals and stones. I understand, as 
I mentioned before, that the G rand Canal Company have reduced some . of the 
shoal s ill the Ath lone canal. 

398. Do you cal'fy all a. relTular weekly trade to Athlone?-Twjce a week 
b 

. D 
etween Duhlin and A thlone. 
399. Do you carry on a weekly traue beyonu Athlone ?-No, we do not carry 

any beyond Athlonc, except occasionally. 
400. You said just now that the Cloonahunogue canal and the Athlone 

canal had been recently dredged i-Parts of both have been recentI~ dredged. 
The Grand Canal Company hired the steam dredge-boat belongmg . to the 
Limerick Navigation Company, and it has been employed for some time on 
those canals. • 

401. But the navigation is still capabl.e ~f grea.t improvel~ en.t, provided the 
c~ntl'act of 1806 was fully kept up ?- Sllllll1 rnany resp~cts It ~s so ver.y ?-efi­
Clent, that au :' boats cannot pass on fully Ia{~en; wh~ch, beSIdes the .1I1Jury· 
sll stained hy the boats, is one of the greatest IIlconvemences under whIch we 
labour. 

402. Could you carryon a weekly trade at Lanesborougl~ if beacons ~~re 
erected in Loug h Rhea?-Ifbeacons and proper marks to P01l1t out t~le s31lmg 
COUTse were laid down over Lough Rhea, we should be ab le to go With much 
more safety as far as Ln.nesborough. 

532. • 4 403. If , 
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. 403. if fhe Grand Canal Company were to g ive six feet six inches water in 
every part of their navigation, :,uHl beacon s werc erected 011 Lough Rhea, do you 
think you would be able to have a weekly trade to Lanesbol'ough 1-1 have no 
doubt of' it; hu t that would depend upon the state of traue. \ Ve should cer. 
tainly endeavour to push om navigation h ig her up than we do; and I have no 
doubt that we should push vcry far up if t.hose improvemcnts were eflected. 

404. LanesborouO'h being near ItoscOllllOon, do not you think you might 
estab lish a weeldyO tl'3de if' L Ollg h Rhea were properly beaconed ?-I have 
no doubt that more trade from l .. ancshorough would pass llowll the navigalion 
than does at prc:icnt, and a weekly trade would SOOIi be establisherl . 

405. ' ,Vhat would be the expt' ll se of placing beacons lIpOlI Lough nhca?­
I ii UppOSC 200t. or 300/. would be (]llitc ~ll n-i c ient. 

406. T hen trade can be very imperfectly carried on without stcam-boats 
through L ourrh Rhea ?-It cannot be carried on with out steam-boals ; il is 
a vcry circllit~lI ~ nnd intricate navigalion in m<lny parts, particularly at the 
termination, near Lancsburollhh. 

4U7. SO that !ln lcss your Com pany, or some other Company, should be en· 
abled to go along Lough lthca by sleam·boatH, it is not prol>ablc thi.lt any tradc 
will exist there r-It is not prohable that any g reat trade will (~ vcr ex ist there 
except by the aid of steam·boats, either by Olll' Cumpany or somc other ; Lough 
Rh ea being ncar '20 miles long, and the sai ling so irregular, owing to the 
islaHLls. 

408. Is there any shoal at Derry Island neal' Portumna, which is very inju. 
rious to your trade ?-There is a ii hoal at til e point where tile jurisdiction of lite 
Grand Canal ends and the GOVC I'I1111 ent jurisdiction Legins : that sho:!! re· 
(Iuires deepl.:! lling. At present there is a doubt whether a stealller can pass that 
shoal, nnlr.ss it be smooth wate r. 1\11". tthotlcs in his report particu larly 
alludes to that, in page 11.. Not bei ng able to induce the GoVel'll Hlent or the 
G rand Canal to deepen this, we arc obliged at om own expense to do so . 

409, Looking at th e trade of'the Shanllon generally, do YO Il consider that 
yotll' small-class steamers could carryon it profitable t rade front LO\lgh Allen to 
the sea, without incurring thc g reater expense of the larger class of vessels, lor 
which .Mr. Rhocles's locks are suggested ?-The small-claiis stcamers would not 
be sufficient to carry Oil thc trade tj'om Loug h Allen to Limcrick, inasmuch flS 

they would have to pass Lough Derg, and they woultl lIot have sufficient 
power to contend with thc gales and heavy sea. upon that Lough, towing the 
trade-boat s ; but above Lough Derg J should consider that it would be ex­
trcmely, injudiciolls to have a larger class of vessels than what now pass upon 
it. The locks at present on the navigation arc adequate to pass a steamer of at 
least 40 horses power. 

4 10 • 'Vhcn you say injudicious, do you mean that you consider a small-class 
steamer actually a bettcr boat for that kind of navigation than the 180 feet long 
and 80 feet wiele steamers J)l'oposcd by Mr. It. liolles ?-I do; I think that the 
~I nss of steamcrs s~litable to pass the locks now constructed IIpon the Sh~mnon 
JS much more lIseful than a larger dass. In the first place, they are naVigated 
at I cs~ expense, they are main tainctl at Icss expense, and they arc marC 
easily managed in the river with the sharp bends and shoals that are so fre· 
qUC!lt, a~l~l they would do the business as well as th e largcr class of steamers, 
In fact, If t he i:t :'ge locks were at this moment in existence that Mr. Rhodes 
~uggests, I woul d, not think it advisable to pllt a largcr-cla:;;s steame r than. what 
IS Il OW upon the J'iver. When I say a small.class steamer) I mean in pomt of 
size, not of power, inasmuch as \~e are improving in those small-class stcamc~s 
very much~ an? we have now an Iron steamer constructing upon that. v.ery navI· 
gatlOn, willch IS equal to carry two 2U·horse engines, whereas the ong1l1ai class 
3f steamers harl but one eight-horse engine. 

4 11 . Th~n you do st ill adhere to youI' previous answer} that small steamers 
. ~voliid be mapplicable for, the navi~ation of. Lough D Cl'g, even thou~h an 

lllcrensed po weI' were put lIlto tJlem ~-I do" 1113S11l1lCh as Lough Derg I:i ex· 
pose,d to heavy gales, al mos~ ~lurr.ica!les ,. and rcquil'es a powerful steamer, and 
particularly as great expedItIon IS reqUIred on account of'the passenge:5t ,mel 
a grenter number of trade· boats to be towed at a time than ca n be reqU ired on 
any other part of the river. 

4 12 . And you do not find :l1ly incollvenience in changing the steumers ?­
None 

• 
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N one whatever; the steamers being only required as tug-boats, the change is Mr. C. fIT. William' . 
but the operation of a few minutes. 

413. ' Vhat amount of horse~power ~lo you consider necessary to traverse l4July 1834. 
Lough Derg 1-The Lady Lansdowne IS gO-horse power, and we found that 
the class that we had before was not sufficient. 

414. What was the class that you had before ?-It had one 124-horse engine. 
41 5. What was the size of the vessel ?-Eighty feet long. 
416. What wa; the tonnage?- Above 100 tons. 
417. Do not you think that power might be placed even in a small vessel suf. 

ficient to force up through any gale that could be met with on Lough Derg? 
-I do not. 

41 8. If the navigation were completed, so a,s to enable you to take your 
small-cl~s ste.amer up to Lough Allen, WhlCh 111Igh ~ be done by giving six feet 
on the sills of all the locks up to Lough Allen, and ImprovinO' the navirtation so 
as to give six feet six inches in everl part of the river, do y~u think it would 
then be equal to any navigation in Eng land ?-1 do; there is no inland navirta­
tion in England that would have g reater advantages; boats carrying 100 tgns 
might pass t hrough such jocks. 

4 19. Then you would be perfectly satisfied if the present rate of improve­
ment were extended th e whole length of the river, without attemptinrT Mr. 
Rhodes's more brilliant scheme I-Yes: Mr. Rhodes's idea of large locks, 
noble as it is, I do not recommend; it woul(1 entail 50 great an original outlay, 
and so increased a charge for maintenance and management, that I am 
satisfied it would not be compensated by any addi tional alh'antages to trade 
or intercourse. 

420. You mentioned a certain expense which you thought would be suffi­
cient to put into proper repair that part of the river at present in tile hands of 
the Grand Canal Company ; would that expenditure put it into such a st..'lte 
that you would be sure of having six feet six inches in all the navigation, and 
six feet over the si lls of the locks?- Certainly not ; because in that event all 
the locks must be taken up and rebuilt. 1 do not contempla te any alteration in 
the size of the locks, I merely contemplated the bringing a sufficient depth in 
the canals and in the bed of the river. 

421. What do you call a sufficient depth i-I th ink six feet in the bed of 
the river would be sufficient . 
. 422. And over the sills of the locks how mu ch?- The sills of the locks 
cannot be altered ; they have now five feet, I believe. 

423. 'Vould that satisfy you ?-I cou\p not complain, inasmuch as no boat 
can pass, drawing more than four feet six inches, to Dublin, either by the Royal · 
or the Grand Canal; so that there would be no necessity (except so far going 
downwards to Limerick) for making a greater depth upon the lock si lls than 
would be sufficient for a boat going to Dublin by the canals. 

424. Would your t rade be ruined by suspending it, operation daring the 
time that this system of imprQvcment was in operation ?-N.o; the p.eculi<lrity 
of Mr. Rhodes's suggestions are that there would be no mterruptlOn to the 
trade. He leaves the existing canals as they are, and he makes new canals 
and new locks in different situations; but if the locks existing, belonging to 
the Grand Canal, were altered, then it would interrupt the navigation till the 
works were renewed. 

425. Then compelling the Grantl Canal Company to fulfil the letter of their 
ag reement in 1806, by deepening the sills of the locks, would cause such a sus­
pension of your operations as woulrl n:'aterially injure. your trade ?- Yes, it 
would wholly in terrupt or suspend all IIl te rcourse untIl they were completed. 

426. 'Vhat time would it occupy (-I thirJk it could not be done under two 
years. Should, however, Mr. Rhodes's plan of weirs be adopted, their effect 
wo~ld he to g ive the required depth on t~l ose sills with~:JUt. the necessity of 
takmg them up j in that case the interruptIOn to the navIgatIOn. and stoppage 
of intercourse would be insignificant. ]\tIl> Rhodes's plan of weirs wo~l d ha~e 
the ~ffect of giving ampl e depth of water m th~ ~lImmer mo.nths;. so fnr ,tl.lclr 
erection would be highly advantageous by giVing. a certamty for su~cle n t 
water. This system of weirs might even be partIally adopted were It not 
thought advisahle to carry it the entire length recommended by Mr. lthodes, 
as part of his drai nage plan . 

427. ' You propose that the same boats should always go from Limerick to 
• Dublin, 

/ 
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Mr C. IV.Williaml, Dublin, towed by different steamers ?-Yes: in fact the steam-boats arc changed 
just like the horses to u: co~ch; the ILl.mbel .. -bo~t goes Oil , ilnd the steamer 

1-4 July 1834. returns with the boats gomS' III the Oppos i te direc t ion. 
428. Is tha t the case at present ?- Yes: it is the most judicious mode of 

prosecuting the trade. 
4'9' Do you tow tho,e Ilimber-boats across Lou gh Derg I-We do; the 

lumber-boats aTC always towed by the steamers 011 the Shannon, and drawn by 
horses on the canal. 

430. Have you ever been obliged to put a cargo on a steamer, instead of 
merely towing ?-·No; we have met some gales of' wind in which the vesse ls 
have broken adrift. A iew month s ago a steamer \Val; towing two vessels on 
Lough D erg, and th ere cnme on a ve ry sever~ gale of wind, so severe as to 
break fOLlI' strong hawsers, and th e boat was drIven on shore. It happened to 
be an iron boat, heavy laden with produce from I .. imcrick, but although the 
hoat beat for 12 honrs upon the rocks, she was 11 0 further injured except .that 
the bottom was disfigured j had she been a wooden boat, she would have been 
a total wreck and all hands probably lost. 

43 ]. If you had had a more powerful steamer plying at the time, would you 
have been able to avoid that ?- No, for the li ne.1i umke. 

432. You have mentioned that YOli are frequently obl iged to have your 
vessels only half laden during three months of the year: is that an universal 
prac tice ?-In the three months from the beginn ing of August to October, 
there is·not suflicien t water to Aoat the boats to their bearings, say four feet 
six inches. 

433. H ave you any means of knowing how often you r steam-boats have 
grounded for want of water ?-I have not the means of' slating exactly, but l 
know it is frequently occurring; but as we know the depth of the water, we 
do not load the boats more than we expect they can pass over the sills and 
fords. 

434. \Vhat is the tonnage of your luggage-boats, and what is the draught of 
water when they are loaded ~-No boat can be loaded more than four feet six 
in ches, that being canal maximum. The wooden boats generally carry about 
1,0 to.50 tons, and the new improved iron boats can carry as high as 60 t.o 
70 ton,. 

435. Then it would be useless to have th e Shannon at present of a greater 
depth than four feet six inches?-It would not be useless upon the Shannon, 
because there are often swells upon the river which demand a greater depth of 
water than the boat draws. 

436. What is the draught of ),our steamers upon the canal part I-Three 
feet six is the draug ht of the small-class steamers to Athlone, and four feet six 
downwards to Portumna, 

437. Arc you aware of a steamer having been made of 60 t.ons burthen, anel 
60·I1Orse power, for the Ganges, that only drew two feet ?-Yes, I have seen 
that boat, but it was a mere flat; it was very lal'ge and long, and made of iron. 
'Vhen loaded, howe\o'e l', it wou ld draw considerably more. 

438. Why would such a boat as thnt be inapplicable to the Shannon.l-ft 
would be quite too large. Sixty feet is ou r largest lock on the canal, and the 
construction of the boat was not adapted to resist the sevcre O':des on the lake, 
which is 28 miles in I ~ngth, and many miles broad in sever~1 places j at onc 
place there is n reach of seven miles, sufficient to raise a very heavy sen ; I 
mean from Scariff~bay. 

439· What fu el do you burn in your steam-boats I-We have hitherto burnt 
English and Scotch coal, but within the last six months we have made a very . 
successful tria l of burning. turf, and we now burn turf in all the small.class 
Rteamers j another advantage in favour of that class steamers. 

440. Then you have created a trade of turf for your own consumption, which 
did not before exist 1-"\Ve have j And very much to the advantage of the 
country . . 

441. And if the trade on the Shannon is ex tended, it will be very much to 
the advantage of the g reat turfbanks that arc in that neighbourhood ?-Yes •. 

442. What would be the probable amount of your expenditure in turf III 
a year I-It would uepenrlupon the numbel' of boats. We save nearly 500 I. 
a year by the u&e of turf, instead of coal, on two small steamers. . 

443· What species of turf is itl-It is the ordinary turf of the country; plain 
turf, 
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turf, which we buy of t he COllllllon people ill all directions; some of it by no Mr. C. lV.lI'illiD.ntl. 
means what would be called prime turf. 

444. H ave you ever compared the bulk of t urf required with the bulk of 14 J, ly 1834. 
coal ?-I have never compared them, but theditference is very great j and that 
is one reason why turf could not be used in a large steam-vesse l, as such would 
almost require a turf-stack to be built all their decks daily . 
. 445 . \Vhat,a re you r rate~ of f.·eight along the Shannon ?--Th ey vary accord­
Ing to, the ar~lcl e.and the, distance .. 'Ve c31:ry, at this moment, COl'll , flour and 
meal from !-"nenck to Llve~pool, 'Vta Dublin, for 16 s. 8 ,d. a t all, payin[! the 
tolls upon the canal, and gOll1g through the wltole of the mland navigation to 
Dublin, and then to L iverpool by our steamers. 

44fi . How mu ch of the 16s. 8 d. goes to the Grand Canal Company ?­
Five shillings. 

447. What other charges are included in the 16 s. 8 d. ?-There is 8 s. 6d. 
from Dublin to Liverpool by steamer, and] s. to the Limerick Navigation. 

448. Then :3 s. 2d. is the freight by canal from Limerick to Duhlin ?-Yes ; 
independently of toll to the Granel Canal. This low freight is charged ., a 
bounty in favour of bringing produce to the Company's steam-vessels at Dub­
lin, and to the gre.t advan tage of the Grand Canal and the shippers of 
grain, &c. 

449. In how many days is the corn taken from Limerick to Liverpool ?- - I t 
is delivcm.b le in Liverpool upon the fourth day. 

450. What would be the rate by long sea to Liverpool of the same article, 
and what would be the number of days ordinarily required ?-The freights by 
long sea vary so much that we can scarcely form an average; last year they 
have been unprecedentedly low, as low as lO s. ; the year before last as high as 
22 s.; so that the freight by long sea was higher, independent of the insurance, 
than the charge by inland navigation. 

451. ·Wh at are the freight s this year by long sea ?-As low as 10 s., and I 
believe lower; and notwithstanding that low freigh t from Limerick to Liver­
pool by long sea, the inland navigation bas been enabled to absorb a large por~ 
tion of' th e trade, in consequence of the greater expedition of steam navigation. 
the certainty of delivery, and the dimin ution of risk and insurance. 

452. What is the ordinary voyage frolll Limerick to Liverpool ?- It is from 
eight days to three months. 

453. Is much corn sent by long sea ?-Almost all the corn is sent by long 
sea, except what is brought by the inland navigation. 

454. What quantity have you taken by canal?-W e did but l ittle last year; 
we are now cOlDmencing it in consequence of the encouragement that the 
Grand Canal have given. They have given an additi onal bounty by reduci nl.{ 
the to1l 2s. per ton out of the 5s. , leaving the toll at 3s. for the flour and 
meal, and other articles j they have given that bounty in favour of produce 
sent from Limerick by inland navigation direc t for shipment in Dublin. This 
low rate of freight is however in consequence of the articles being brought to 
the Dublin steam ers j there may be said to be no profit on the canal-carriage; 
the profi t arises from the cross-channel steamers. I n this way the inland navi ­
gation acts as a feeder to the latter. , 

455. Supposing that ~s. 2d. and S s. per ton for grain were the freight from 
Limerick to Dublin! have you compared it with the prices on o\her canal!!, so 
as to say whether that is a higher or lower rate than the other canal prices 1-
I think it is lower t han anything in England. 

456. What number of miles is it ?-It is above 130 mi les to Dublin. 

4j7. Would you say that that low rate of 6 s. 2 d., ?efore the late r~duction 
was made, was owing to <lny peculJal' clrcum~lance afie.c~lI1g l ~ as, for mstance, 
a desire on the part of tIle canals to come III competi tIOn With the lo~g-sea.. 
voyage, or was 6 s. 2 d. the ord inary rate of charge ?-The ~eduction ot 
tht: toll and freight made all the difference j in fact, those red uctIOns created 
the trade. The Steam Company also lowered their freight for produce destined 
for !hipment by their vessels at Dublin. The reductIOn was made to meet 
the competition of long sea-freight. i 

458 .. Do you conceive, that in consequence of this, the pro,dnce of the 
Shannon will seck its ultimate market, not by sea vOY:.lge to Liverpool, but 
by the canals ?_[ think a large portion of it will, bu t not only to Liverpool j 
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Mr. C. IIl.Williams, we bring it first to Dublin, imCl then it is shipped to t1~ e. different British ports. 
This gives the corn-merchant the advantage of competition. 

14luly 1834. 459. Then you consider Dublin as the ultimate port for the proeluce of the 
Shannon I-We do; previously to shipment to the English market. 

460. Is the produce of the Shannon necessarily sent to Limerick previously 
to being sent to Dublin, or are there other markets along the Sha.nnon where 
it is shipped ?-There arc intermediate markets for the purpose of bringing it 
to Limerick 01' Dublin for shipment. 

461. Is there not the market of Athlone ?-The ~arket of Athlone is .only 
a market where purchases are made for the purpose of exporting to Dublm or 
to the B"itish markets. 

462. What other markets would you name besides Athloner-Portumna is 
becoming a very large market; but in consequence of the regularity of the con­
veyance from the interior, many of the Liverpool merchants have stationed 
buyers along the line of the Shannon. 

463. I s there much corn sent from Athlon e to Limerick I-Very li ltle; we 
do not carry any; it principally goes to Dublin. 

464. I s there not an additional li'eight upon all corn sent to Dublin I-The 
S s. 6 d. additional charge of which I spokc is sufficient to deter us from carry­
ing it downwards to Limerick; but that cannot be called an additional freight 
on corn sent to Dublin. 

465 . Is that the reason why corn which might be brought down to Limerick 
is not at present brought down ?-To a certain extent; and I have no doubt, 
upon the turn of the market, when the Limerick market would be morc favour_ 
able than the Dublin, that more would come down the river to Limerick. 

466. Supposing the tolls were equalized, would not morc corn come down? 
-Yes. 

467. Is all your intercourse at present between Killaloe and Athlone carried 
on through the medium of steam ?-It is. 

468. lletween Athlone and Lanesborough, would it not be absolutely neces-
sary to have tug·boats /-It would. . 

469. Do you consider that it would lie necessary to put the navigation above 
Lanesborough, as far as Lough Allen, in a situation to a1low steam navigation 
to be used there likewise ?-Certainly, as without it the river is nearly useless 
as a means of intercourse. 

470. You consider it indispensable 1--I do. 
471. In case the steam navigation was not carried up above Lanesborough, 

would it not be absolutely necessary to have a tow.path along the banks of the 
river r-Unless for using the small river sail-craft. It is, however, impossible 
to have a tow-path, from the manner in which the river occasionally spreads 
out into lakes. 

472 . What kinel of a tow·path have YOll between Killaloe and Limerick?­
Fa)' nearly five miles of the river there is :l tow-path constl'ucted upon the side 
of the river; but upon this part there are no occasional lakes, as there are upon 
the upper part of the Shannon. 

473· I s it as good a tow· path as YOll desire to have ?-I cannot say that; it 
is so high and narrow that the horses often fall off it. 

474· Is that portion of the river subject to inundation ?-It is, so much so 
that there is often a sea upon both sides of the high·raised bank, and during 
l :l~t winter a large portion of it was swept a.way j the whole bank was covered 
With three feet of water, so that we were obliO'ed to send men with sticks lead-
ing the horses, anel feeling their way on the b~nks. . 

475. What course would you suggest in order to perfect this tow.path?­
There is no way of improving it. 

476. Could not you widen it 1-lt could be widened, but at great expense. 
477· Would you consider it advisable to introduce steam upon that naviga· 

tion 1-We have already tried steam there. 
478. Have you steam upon the Lower Sbannon between Limerick and the 

sea r-~ e have one steamer, and we are now preparing a large iron boat for 
that stabon. 

479· What wag the state of trade UpOIl the Lower Shannon previously tB 
your establlShing .a steam navigation ?-The trade was carried on by means of 
small sailirig.boats. 

480. Of 
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480. Of course the trade was subject to great delays and great uncertainty? Mr. C.11'Jrillianu. 
It was. . 

481. 'Vere ther~ an~ species ofa~y better description of-craft, carrying pas- 14 July "l834-. 
sengers between LlIncnck and the different parts of the Lower Shannon at that 
period (-There were small cutters called packets, that went down to' Kilrush 
occasionally; but the navigation was so terlious that they carried very few 
passengers. 

482. There had been a steame.r upon t.11C lo~ver navigation some years be­
fore ?-So I understand; but bemg very mefficlent and badly managed it was 
abandoned. 

483 . Do you carry the great mass of the passengers that go down the Shan-
non at present?-Nearly all. -

484 .. Do you carry m~ch produce?----:"Ye do ~lot carry much produce; we 
carry live stock. \Ve bnng large quantities of pigs to Limerick market· we do 
not cany grain to a great extent, but I think there will be a "'reat inc~ease in 
it. ' Ve shou ld have done more, but for the want of piers and ~eans of gettillO' 
the grain on board with convenience. 0 

485· At present do you only ship corn fi'om Kilrush ?-And from Tarbcl't. 
486. You have a. pier at Kilrush, but have no such accommodation at Tar­

bert?-We have not; but we have placed a floating vessel to act as a 
temporary depDt, and bring the produce and put it on board that vessel and 
then trans-ship it to the steamer as she passes by. ' 

487. Do you take much corn frolll Tarbert ?-A good deal. 
488. Of course the pier recommended by Captain Mudge would be a great 

convenience to you ?-No doubt; but I despair of seeing any such erected. 
489. Arc you aware of any accident ha.ving happened upon the Lower Shan­

non to those sail-boats ?-There were several accidents, one very serious one 
lately. 

490. Do you think that if a pier was erected at Tarbert you wonld be enabled 
to ship the produce at sllch a rate as would enabl~ persons to avoid riskil1O' their 
lives and property in the way in which those were lost?- I think we should. 
The necessity of erect ing a pier at Tarbert is so great that our Company are 
going to erect one ai: their own expense, of about 1,500 t. 

491. From Tarbert and Kilrush to Limerick you have no landing-place 011 

either side of the river ?-None for 4,0 miles on either side of the river. 
492-. Do you think that would be an important improvement, to have landing­

places ?-I think the country is in great wantofthem, and a. great improvement 
would follow their erection . 

493. Is there not a great deal of grain and produce of various kinds shipped 
at present fr0111 Foynes ?-I believe there is, by the small open river ~raft. 

494. Is there not a considerable quantity shipped from Labeshida and from 
Kildysart?-Yes. 

495. Does not Askeaton also supply a considerable quantity of produce?­
Yes; but not so much by water as by land, in consequence of the st..1te of the 
navigation up to Askeaton. That navigation is under the Government. 

496. Are you aware of the state of the roads between that part of the county 
of Clare on the western part of the Fergus and Limerick 1-Yes, I am : they 
are in a very inefficient state. 

497. Have you not to travel about twice the distance by land which it is by 
water I-Upon all parts to the west of the Fergus you have double the distance. 

498. What points upon the river between Tarbert and Kilrush would you 
suggest as proper points for landing-places ?-I examined that part of the river 
lately, and think there might be a pier erected at Foynes, and another at the 
termination of the Fergus, near where it joins the Shannon, with great advan­
tage. 

499. Do you think it would be desirable to erect a pier between Foynes and 
Mount Trenchard 1- No; Foynes being a central spot between Tarbert and 
Limerick, would be a very advisable point. 

500. Have you paid any attention to the possibility of erecting a pier upon 
one side of the river?-There is no difficulty in that whatever. I never saw a 
place where so useful a pier could be erected at so small an expense as at 
Foynes. 

50 I. Have you not the best material close at hand ?-Yes, and deep watel'. 
F 3 50'. Are 

/ 1 .:/ 
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M C rv /""//' r.02. Are there the sam e facil ities in other places?- In several l)lu.ces alOII" r. . . 71 lanl,f. ... 

the Shannon there are great fa cil it.ies fo r erecti ng piers. 0 

503. You have nothing to uring yon up from' Tarbert till YOLI come to the 14 July t 834' 
Beeves ?-There is no intermediate port. 

504. And from the Beeves to Limerick the diftlCltlty of navigation com. 
mences ?-. It is certa.inly morc difficult than below; there ilrc many obstl'llctions 
from occasional rucks and the want of buoys. 

505. Have YOll found that the stute of that part of the navigation has de. 
t:tincd yOUL' steamers occasionally both at Limerick and below the Beeves, in 
order to wait for tides ?- No, the steamer is never detained. The obstacles I 
allude to werc with sailing-vessels. If there were a sufficiency of beacons and 
buoys there, it would do for stenill navigation. 

506. Is there a sufficient depth of water at all times of the tide ?- No ; there 
is one part of it, near Limerick, where there iri a. shoal. 

507. \Vhich would be removed by the projected improvement ?- Yes. 
50S. And of course the removal ofthnt would materially !ilcilitate the in ter .. 

course between Limerick and the sea. ?-It would very much . 
509. Has not this part of the navigation been improved of late by building a 

lighthouse at Tarbert ?-Yes, very much. That lighthouse is a great advantage 
to the Limerick shipping interests. 

5 10. And have not there been some beacons and buoys erected there ?-I 
am not aware of any beacons haying been lately erected. 

5 11. If the t rade to Limerick should continue to increase so much in futu re 
:,1S it has of late years, would there not be fund s arising to th e Chamber of Com~ 
mcrcc, which ''''iIl enable them t(} improve the navigation of the lower part of 
the river ?-I should hope that the trade of Limerick would be sufficient to im­
prove the navigation up to the town. 

512. Are not you of opinion that the outlay which Limerick is about Lo make 
in the harbour, and the part of the river about the town, will take all the money 
they can afford to layout for some time to come ?-I am afraid it will. 

5'3. Do not you consider it the duty of the Ballast Board to improve the 
uavigationr- I do not know how fhl' their jurisdiction extends, except in the 
construction of lighthouses. 

5'4. Is much corn sent from the county of Clare and the county of Galway 
to Limerick 1-It is all sent, except what is exported from the port of Clare; 
the export from the port of Clare is considerably increased oftate. 

515. Do you know of any country boats conveying corn to Limerick, which 
have been lost on the Lower Shannon ?-Yes ; there have been several, I have 
heard, of late. 

516. Do not you consider that the loss of those vessels would in many 
ins~ances be prevented if th ere were quays and proper places along the river in 
which they could take refuge ?-I do not know that th e cpnstruction of quays 
would make the navigation of vessels more secure ; for that description of craft, 
;;tfter they have on ce got the cargo on board, the piers that would be erected 
would not be a safe. place of refuge ; they wOHld be merely shipping places, 
nor would they provide <lny safe anchorage. 

5'7· Do you know the quay at Beh Castle ,- I do. 
5 1 ~. Do not you consider that that is a refuge?-No; I think it would be 

yery lmprudent to approach it in a gale of wind. . 
51 9: ~-Iave you ever heard a project started for making a harbour at Kilrush, 

by bUlldmg from the end of the present picr across to Hog Island, and alo.ng 
the Hog Island, and then a pier to Scattery I sland ?-I have heard of It j 

but even half of it, say across to Hog I sland, woulJ make one of the finest 
harbours in the world. 

52 0 . You have seen Mr. Rhodes's plan for improving the port of Limerick ? 
.,-1 have. . . 

521. He calculates that it would require about 80,000 I., for which he takes 
about 24,000 I. from other sources, leaving about 50,000 t. to be charged upon 
the commerce o.f Li~ll e rick ; do not you think tout any tolls arising out of the 
comrn:rce.o~ L.lme1'l~k would be absorbed by such an improvement as that? 
~I thmk It IS hkely It would be so absorbed for a great many years . 
. . 522• Y,?ll have stated that you have taken some cargoes of produce to 

LIVerpool i haye you taken any to other British 01' Scottish ports 1-'Vc have 
pot taken any ·oUIs.e!res excel, t to Liverpool , bllt we haye transferred it to , . . the 
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the London and Clyde Steam Companies at Dublin, by which it is taken from Mr.C.IV.WilliD"'. 
that port. 

523. What class of vessels are those that ply between Limerick and Lon- 1+ Julr 1834. 
don ?- They are ve,ry fi~1e vessels j they ar~ of the first class of' sailing vessels. 

524. Do you thmk It. would be expedIent to establish 3. commun ication 
between Limerick and. the ,Bl:itish and ScottiS!l ports through the medium of' 
steam-vessels?- l do not; If it had been practicable, we should have done it 
before; but the navigation is so long and so dancrCI'OllS, that no trade can 
compensate for the ri sk and the great expenditure by it. There would be but 
little back freight from British ports, and th~ direct trade in grain and other 
produce would never support an adequate establishment of steam.vessels. 

525. Is the re much American trade at Limerick ?-There is a very great 
Alllcl'ican trade in timber. 

526. Is not it very well adapted for the American trade ?-I t is. 
527. If piers be erected along the river, would you not be ab le to touch at 

each of them every day, or wou ld you take each bank of the river on alternate 
days 1-That would depend upon circumstances : the steamers that take pmi· 
scngers wonld go on without delay, and the other class of steamers might stop 
in the course of the day and take produce on board, or tow the lumber-boats. 

528. J\re th e Liverpool merchants, connected w"ith the trade of Ireland, 
anxious for having the proposed improvements in the navigation of the 
Shannon and the Fergus ?-They are; they take a very great interest in the 
subject. 

529. Do you conceive that the erection of those piers would be so beneficial 
generally as that a portion of the public money granted should be appropriated 
for thei r erection r- I think it would be well worthy the atlention of the Go~ 
vernment to constl'l1ct those piers ; but I think it might be done without doing 
it in the shape of a grant. 1 am satisfied that if Government were to encourage 
the building of those small piers, advancing the money in the first instance, 
and letting -them upon lease to tenants at a moderate rent, and giving those 
parties a power to raise toll, I am satisfied that a sufficiency of piers would 
soon be erected along the Shannon . The amount of toll might be regulated 
by the Hoard of Public Works; but without the power of levying toll to 
maintain the pier and compensate the outlay, 110 individual can be expected to 
build a public quay or pier. 

530. Suppose that in each case the landlord was to advance .one-half the 
necessary sum , and the other half to be advanced by Government r-That 
wou ld be a very ad\'isable measure. I originally proposed certain clauses to 
that effect in the Bill which constituted the Board of Public Works. but they 
were rejected, inasmuch as it was apprehended that the giving power to levy a 
toll wou ld be a dangerous measure. 

531. ' Vhat are the necessary tolls that one of your canal boats has to pay 
from the upper part of the Shannon to Limerick?- The necessary toUs are 
about 1 d. per ton for five miles upon the river. 

532. For example. in Lough Rhea and Lough Derg ?-There is no toll upon 
Lough Rhea or Lough Derg. 

533. ' Vhat is the toll upon the Killaloe navigation ?-The maximum charge 
is ) s. per ton for the whole distance ofJS miles. 

534. I f the necessary expenditure on the 'Shannon were undertaken by some 
private company. do you think that the returns by tbe additional toll would be 
sufficiently remunerative ?-I am quite sure it would be wholly inadequate. 

535. Do not you think th'1t piers might be erected in such a. manner upon 
the river as to afford a refuge for small boats trading in corn ?-NoJ I do not: 
in case of a vessel not being able to keep the sea, the last thing they would do 
would be to run for shelter to a pier; it is safe anchorage a vessel would look 
for. 

536. Have YO ll ever considered the question of how the money necessary for 
the improvement of the Shannon should be raised ?-I !mve conside~ed it, an.d 
see no way of raising it unless Government advances It j I am afraid there IS 

no other way of doing it . 
. 537. Suppose Government were to offer to advance the money .without 
Interest for a certain number of yearsJ can you suggest any plan by which that 
money shQuld be secured or repaid ?-I think it quite ~mpossib le to apportion. it 
:lmong the respeclive counties to .give satisfactioDJ masmuch as the coun~les 

532. p 4 bordermg 

/ '7/ 
/ 
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Mr. C. rv.lVillinms. bllrdering on where the largest expenditure would be, would be perhaps the 
least benefited : for instance, I am sure, any improvement to the Shannon 

l~ July 1834. would very much impro~e Dublin, and I am . sure Dublin would be very 
unwilling to, pay any portion of the expense. 

538. You do not think that a pl.n which should be based on the principle of 
makincr the counties bordering on the Shannon repay whatever should be 
advan~ed, would be })alatable or practicable ?-I do not conceive it would be 
palatable, lloi' can I conceive how it could be carried into execution. 

539~ Have you ever cOIlRiciered the .qu~stion of repaY,ment with reference to 
layillO' the expenditure over smaller districts, those which probably would be 
mortbenefited by the expenditure, as the districts lying more adjacent to the 
river ?-It would be quite impossible to apportion th e expenditure on distl'icts, 
whether nearer or nt a greater distance. In many instances the districts behind 
that ilTl.mediately 'bordering the Shannon would be IllOst benefited: foi' instance, 
the COll!lty of Hoscommon, that por~ion ?f it ~ex~ the rive.1' ,~ollid .not pe most 
benefited) it would rather be the mtenor d.'Stl:,ct. It ls . lInpOSslble .to carry 
into operation any plan based upon such a. pnnclple. ,'J., 

540. Do you think that the p roprietors within 10 mi les on each side bfthc 
Shannon would be ' satisfied to have a tax laid on their estates equivaleill. to 
payment by certain instalments of the expenditure ?-I think they would resist 
it by every means in their power. . . '" 

541. The question then is, if this expenditure is made by G overnment, 
whether the prqperty along the banks of the rivel' be wi.lling or unwilling to 
contribute to it, 1-Yes j and it wOli ld be certainly unjust to charge them with 
it, when. they would not b~ the most benefited by it. 

Mr. Thomas Steele, called; and Examined . 

Mr. Thoma. Stule. 54~. WHAT 'is y~~~, name 1-Thomas, Steele. 
543. What county are you native of? -Clare. 
544. Are you a member of the senate of Cambridge ?-I am . 
545 . Are you also a member of the London Institution of Civil Engineers? 

Yes, an a~~ociate member. 
546. On what account were you admitted a member of that society; you were 

llot professionally an engineer ?-They did me the honour of admitting me in 
consequence of the invention of tl}y diving-bell, by which I am enabled to hold 
conv~rsatiou from under 'water, instead of depending upon signal strokes of the 
hammer; and my Dew theory of artificial submarine illumination . 
, 547. Do y.ou know the river Shannon and the rive r Fergus?-Permit me to 
mak~ a.distinction; I do know certain portions of' the Shannon, and a certain 
portion of the Fergus very well. 

548. Do you mean that portion of the Shannon called the Lower Shannon? 
~Yes. 

549. What portion of the Fergus do you speak of ?-T he Lower Fergus; the 
partJi'om Clare to the mouth. 

550. Does the navigation of that portion of these rivers require improve , 
mentl-Yes, very great. 

551. Have you read the report of Captain Mudge and the letters of Colonel 
BurgQyne on the subject~-Yes, and 1 have read them with great admiration. 

552. Have you written anything yourself on the navigation of these rivers? 
-I have in this room a good deal of manuscript on the navigation of the Lower 
r ,ergus, ,and some years ago I published a work , on the improvement of the 
.,qavigation of the Lower Shannon j it might r",ther be considered not as a per· 
f~<,! t essay, but as a good basis for some other pe,reon to , write upon. , 

553. Do you conceive that Captain Mudge's report ·has supplied that super­
structure?-Ye!t, I do; I think his report is incomparable i much mor~ compre· 
llensive than mine. I read it with great delight, and I hope with gre.t improve­
ment. 

'$5~. Do you ImolV the feeling of the people of Limerick and Clare with 
i \$R\i.Gt to this proposed improvement, and the plan of Mr. Rhodes for a float­
rngJ:f~r~Qur ?-Thel'e is an intehsely strong feeling ,in its favour on .th~ part of 
the people of timerick and Clare, alid the adjoining mstriGt on . th'~ ' b.orders of 
'GaIWaY"I"ft) ",,,:.( !' , " •• r • • • ,r • • • ' t ~ ' .... 

15~!t(iRavCltlre'fmver'pool merch:mts ' connE!ttcll >with -the t I rish·trade expressed 
,.' any 
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any opinion with, r~sp~ct ,to the prop<?sed improvement?-They have expressed 
a very strong oplIllon III Its f.'WOUl'; III support of which I beg leave to put in 
the following document, which I received this morning: 

. . 19 June 1834. 
\Vg, the und~rs l gllcd gentlemen of LIVerpool, merchants and others, hereby indicate 

tha~ we ~re all~\Ou8 that Ill,l"usures sha,lt be taken for the. proposed improvements of the navi­
gatIOn of the r~ver Fel'gus! I~ Ireland. lIn provemenLs willch have been SI) strenuously recom­
mended ~or the,r commcrcl alllnporta~lce by' Colonel B~rgoy ne and Captain 1\1 uduc, the former 
the President of th e Boa rd fol' the ExtenSIon of Pubhc Works, and th e latter tile i\dmimlty 
Surveyor. 

(signed) 
C ropper, Renson &. Co. 
Alan Francis O'Neill So:. SOliS. 

J. M. Mackay. 
A. F. n. Maxwell. 
C. T. Dunlevie. 
John Brown. 
D~niel Breman &:. Co. 
J oh n S. J ohnson . 
George Campbell . 
J ames Sleel. 
Henry Gibbeson, 
M'Calis, Allum Be. Co. 
U. Be. G. Gregg. 

Brice &. Presion 
Samuel Rickmon. 
Samuel StrUnC1'mull. 
Richard Gl'ud~\'cll. 
Thomas P yke. 
I'-ow ler &. 'l'unnicliffe. 
J ohn Tipping. 
Hegar &. Houlding. 
Lyon &. "ltV ood ward. 
Dugdale &. Blanchard . 
Peter Marrow. 
W. &. J. Tomlinson. 

Wri ght So:. Carter. 
Twinamc &.l\1axwell. 
Booth &. W almsley. 
Gibbons &. ~ealillg. 
Slack &. Hom. 
Thoma.s M ahony &. Co. 
Douglas, fraser &. Co. 
Brya ns, Herd &. Co. 
Samuel Blai n &. Son. 
Renjamin Harrison. 
Isauc Miller. 
Daniel Powell, jun. 

The first signature is that of the firm of Cropper, Benson & Company, 
acknowledged to be the first mercantile firm in Liverpool ; the second is Mr. 
.o'Neal, a. part of whose private correspondence 1 respectfully beg leave to 
make part of my evidence ; I have erased some part, as it may be supposed to 
have all us ion to politics, fi'om which it is right 011 all occasion like this 1 should 
altogether abstain: " I am favoured with yours of the 9th in:;tant . In reply 
annexed you have a copy of the memorial we hold, and the signatures already 
obtained thereto; we have principally confined ourselves in app lication to those 
merc!lants Ilnd tradcrs that know the local situation of the Fergus, and the in­
cDllvcni cnce sustained by the impediments of the river, in prefererice to having 
it more numerously sign cd.; the names attached to' it are all of high respecta. 
bility." 
; 5.16. Have you any document from these gentlemen regarding the navigation 

of the Shanllon ?--No. I have not yet; but.! expect one. But 1 conceive that 
\vithout except ion the most important document 1 call ' venture to refer to. is the 
v.ote of thanks which I received from the Chamber of Commerce of Limerick, 
which is published in 'that book of practical suggestions on the improvement of 
the navigation, which I did myself the honour of presenting to this Committee . 
. 557. Are you a member of the Royal 'Vestern Yacht Club, and why were 

you adm itted?- I believe Mr. l\faurice O' Connell, who so perfectly under­
stands the navigation of the river, did me the honour of proposing me in conse· 
quence not merely of his private friends:lip for me, but \l Isa in consequence of 
Illy having, as fa r as I could, endeavoured to promote the improvement of the , 
navigation. 

558. H ave YOli any documellt from the Clare mercalltile .men show~llg the 
advantages that would result from this ?-1 have one which I conSider ?f 
extreme importance, from Mr. Macbeath l who is the very first merchant m 
tlie town of Clare or in the county. . 

, 559. Will you [lut it in ?-
[The document was then 1)ut in, signed, containing the names of the two 

county M embers, the borough M ember, and a great number qfmerchanls 
and traders if Ennis, and eVI..'1"y part qf the county,' ami Qj a great 1lum~ ' 
bt;r qf lwivate gentlemen of the highest rank qf the county Clare.] 

[The followin rl' document was written by hiT. Steele on the back of this list 
of nillr.es : 1 ~ . 

Clare, Ju ne 13th. 1834· 
·.James Macbea th, £"q . who has been for 16lears a most. ~xtensi.ve merchant. o r Clare , 

01) my s:ivinC1' him a. genl:ral exposit.ion or what propose maklllC1' an e~ort to hav.e effected 
for the I mpr~vement of the port of this town, has, in the firll!. pface, given my View of the 
im'provements necessary his fullest. sanc!.ion and ap probation. . 

Now, with respect to the commercial part or t.he questio.n, he has been. km~ enoug~ to 
give me ( ( write from hi s own dictatio!i) t.he following most.lmport9.nt. pracllcal tnrorqlat~~n . 
. 532. G Flr~t, 

Mr. Thomol Sltek; 
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First, in consequence of the llresent difficllities of the navigation, nltl.lOugh they could be.: 
so very easily removed, the rato ?f insurance, even u. year ago? was comHd~ r~bly lugher than 
for the port of Limerick j but till s rate has been absolutely Illcrensed wlthlll the lnst few 
months, in consequence of the strik ing of a vessel (t.he 'rri ton) on B oland's Rock j a ci rcum_ 
stance which could scarcely by posSI bility have occurred had there been a beacon tower 
a perch, or even 0. buoy on that rock, t he cost of which would scarcely deserve to b~ 
named. The 11ilots have no guides in our ri ver but. land-marks, which by boing indistinctly 
seen, fre<1uent y occasion disappointments. "What are they to do in this case," says Mr. 
Macbeath, <I ifa fog shall come on 1" 

,Mr. Macbeath informs me, that in consequence of the present s ta te of the navigation of 
the river itself, and of the port and quay of Glare, he fiml R, and has const.'lnlly found, great' 
difficulty in getting merchants to send thei l' vessels hel·e. J t is only by giving them extra 
fi'cio-hts that he induces them to come here. ' 

No w with respect to the present quay, it lies in a din1cult spot, much obstructed at the 
entrance bv n Tallo-e of rocks, where, should a vessel brcllk from her moorings, it WQuid be 
actua l destruction

Q 

to the vessel herself and the ploperty. Within n. short distance of the 
present quay, is n. pillee where there is deep water ahd soft mud. and where vessels could 
al ways come in and go out willl perfect safet.y. Mr. Macbenth informs me that eight 
vessels, four of them Ius own, have been nctUl.\lly lying here together in the mud, wnillnfl' 
their t.urn before they could con~e to the pl'CI:lent quay. This detention to vessels must caus~ 
of course (as before mentioned) a very strong obj ection to their comin g; under llrcsent cir­
cumstancell to the port of Clare. No improvemen ts, or. scar,cely any,. Tl ~ ve been made in , 
the port of Clare within the last 30 years, though the t rade IS now SIX tllnes the extent of 
what it ,was then! 

The (juay was then built principally for boats. N ow the best materials may be had on 
the spot on very chenp terms fOI' building a new one. Lime and stone as good as any 1n 
1.·e!and j nnd the wages of mason-work find labour very moderate. Cuhn and t urf and hme­
stone are on the spot. 

Masterii of vessels, at fit-st unconscious of theil' danger, (having come to the quay at high 
water.} when they afterwards su\v themselves surrounded with rock s, hnve strong ly expressed 
t.heir alarm, and of len distinctly d eclared to Mr. Machenth tlmt t.hey \\ould never como 
here again. 

'1'his points out in the most l)o,werful form tho necessity of a new quay in a r.roper situa­
t ion. Twenty years ago, there were never more than fr om eight to 10 vessels oaded in the 
port of Clare; but within these few years the trnde has increased so that fwm 40 to 50 vessels 
ar~ loaded here. From the improved state of the country, and t.he increase of cultivation, 
what might \fe not expect n trade to arrive to, which has increased to such an extent as 
that just dcscribed, even under the eXisting disadvantages 1 This was a question put ,by 
.Mr. Macbeath in speak ing on this subject. ' 

The navigation of the F ergull to Clare is safer than, the navigation of tho Shannon from 
the mou th of the F ergus to LImerick. The flow of the F ergus is gentle in comparison with 
the rapidity of the currents t.hat sweep through" The Narrows" in the Shannon j nt nil times 
the' tid'e flows in to bring as much water to the quays, as to the quay of Limerick . 
. With respcct to Mr. Williams's steamer, Mr. Macbeath says , if the obstacles were 

removed as herein s tated, that a steam-boat could with t.he g l'eates t safety ply in the river 
Eergus. In corroboration of this, Mr. Macbcath was informed of t.he fact, and Mr. James 
actually saw above the island Margratte, a s teamer which bl'ought buggage for the army 
at Clare Castle. 

This shows that the agents of Govemment nnd. the owners of the vesse l considered that 
stenmers could be sen t into the Fergus with safety. 

Mr. Macbl'ath and his son tell me that in their present business, they layout morc than 
50,000 I. a year for grain in this port. 

Mr. James, a very extensive farm er in the vi cinity of Clare, who came to Mr.1\1ac-- . 
heath's while I am engaged in writing thi s very important pl'llctical document, mention~d 
to us (and ~L r. ~'lacbeath en tirely c?i~lcides in the justness of the observation ) that if .t.ltl& 

~ort g~ts Its f:m advnlltnges, prOV ISIons would be made up here in a very short tIme. 
fh ere IS no p~rt of J reland where provisions could be made up, pl'ocured 011 better terms or ' 
ofbetterquahty. Beef, pork, &c.; cattle ol' all kinds. 

~Il that has been stated, shows powerfully the claim this oounty has 0 1\ GoVel'nmel1t for 
II.SSlstancc. 

Should t.he proposed quay be built, vessels of 300 tons could come up to it; at the 
present quay, vessels of on ly from 150 to 200 tOilS come up and those of 200 tons only at 
the top of the tide. ' 

[The follow ing is the conclusion orthe document by Mr. Macbea!h :] 

There is a difference of water of six feet at the present quay, and the place proposed for 
a new one, although it is so near! 

I conceivea this document to be so valuable, that I wrote it on the back of 
the list of names, and it was a very powerflll inducement to many to give their 
signatures a., members of the society which I was forming for the imp'rovement 
of the nav~gation of th e river. . 

.~60 ... What are the im~cdinte ad\.':mt:lges \\o'hich would result to that part of 
J reland 
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Ireland if Govemment were to commence these improvements?-The imme- Mr. 'l'huma, 'Stttlr. 
diate adv~ntage would be ,the .i mm ediate employment of a g reat number of the 
people; It. would then be tne~ltably followed by the reclaiming of' large tracts If July, 183+ 
of mountam land, by the drallluge of bogs and swamps and riesks, and the em-
bankment of immense tracts of slobs along the river's side, the clearill O' of lime-
stOJ1~ crags; and in additi~n, I should say, not to make anyth ing like ~ political 
allusIOn, but merely spea kmg on the abstract ethical principles, it would pro-
duce an improvement upon the moral sta te of t he country if the people got so 
much additional employment. 

,561. Has the introduction of steam navigation on the Shannon been found 
very benefic ial ?-Infinite ly beneficial; and Mr. 'Villiams is not merely a bene­
factor to Ireland, but in my opinion he is a benefa.ctor ' to the human race, 
in consequence of the impulse which he has g iven to sleam navigation between 
this country' and Ireland, which set an example to the worlel. 

562. 'Vould it be found very beneficial if steam navigat ion were to be intro­
duced into the river :Ferg us; and do you think the benefit would increase in 
proportion to the in crease of the extension of the navi O'ation ~-Ycs, I think 
the resources of that part of the country are not half developed. 

563 . Could you g ive the Committee any practical proof of the general 
benefit which would result to the country about the Lower Shannon hom the 
introduction of steam navigation ?-I think I could, a very strong one. 'Yhen 
I was a school-boy, and even much more recenlly, the west of' county Clare, 
about Milltown, Kilt'ush, Dumbeg, Kilkee, Carrickaholt, Mulloch, KilmUl'fY, 
lbricane, &c. was considered .quite a wild, in a great measure very much 
unknown by the people of the lower country j but now, sillce the introduction 
of steam navigation, (I do not mean the first steamer, which was of very little 
use, .as her power was 50 small that they were never certain of making a 
voyage), since the introduction of Mr. 'Villiams's steamers, the voyage is 
made in general with so much certainty from Lim erick to Kilrush, that jaunting 
cars and other public conveYllllces are ready to start immediately after the 
arrival of the steamer, taking you through a line of country that no public 
carriage ever went before, by Dumbeg, Killl1urry, Ibrieane, Milltown, Lahinch 
and Ennistymoll, and so by Morris' s Mills to Ennis. There are very consider~ 
able tracts of land brought in to cultivation; and, what would be consi.dered 
quite preposterous if anyone were at that t~me to think of sllch a thing, a 
great deal of very good wheat is grown in that part of the country. 
~. 564. What wheat is at present exported by the Shannon , is it principally 
from Limerick ?- Yes, principally, and which would be very much increased 
if there were additional facilities : there is one tract, at the extremity of Car­
tickaholt, perhaps the most remarkable part of Ireland; there is a population 
about 13,000. 

565 . You speak from the commencement of the western peninsula to Kilkee? 
-Yes, there is an immense quantity of wheat of good quality grown there; 
there is a population of 13,000, who speak little but Irish, but as orderly and 
well conducted a population as any in the world . 
. 566. Is not a great part of tbat country almost inaccessible on account of 

the roads ?-The roads were very bad when [\vas there; but I know Lord 
Conyngham's agent, !vfr. Keane, does everything for that part of the country 
that he can. . 

567. Is not Carrickaholt a shipping place?-There is a small pier there 
where corn is shipped off. 

5.68. \OVe have it in evidence that the roads nrc very good ?-They were bad 
when I was th ere, lmt a gentleman in the room, who is a native ~f that part 
of the country, tells me that a good road has been formed near Carnckaholt. 

568-. Are you aware of the cause of the road terminating so suddenly? 
-No. . 
- 569. Have you heard it was from the Government grant being insufficient r 
-No. 

,~ 70. Can you state whether any application w~s made for presentments 
by the grand jury to fini sh that ?-l cannot 5t.ate It from my knowl.cdge, .but 
at" the' same time, from my opinion of l\·ir. Keane' s character, and tus anxIety 
for. tqe comfort of the people there, and his anx,jety t? promote the benefit of 
Lord Conyngham, I am quite sure he has done every.thmg he ~n. 

5; I. Who does Carrickaholt belong to I-A portIOn, I beheve, belongs to 
. G2 Lord 
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!<f •• TIl,,"", 81,,/,. Lord Conyngham, and other parts to Si r ---- Burton, Mr. Westly and 
Mr. M'Donnell and others. 

1{ July' 1834. 5iZ. You have handed ill a book of yours on the improvement of the navi-
gation of the Shannon; was that l before ~t was pl1blish~dJ sllbmitted to any 
civil euO'ineer or engineers?- Yes, my frIends MI'. Cllbltt, and Mr. Penn of 
Lew ish:~m, were kind enough to give me thei r opinion; they are two very 
eminent engineers. . 

5i3. Have they any practical knowledge of that part of the country?- Not 
practical knowledge of that part of the country, thoug h they have bot h beell 
in it; but I said to them, II if you believe my data to be good, do you think 
my reasoning is good," and they expressed their ::~ppl'obation of what, ( 
~uggested. 

574. You, I believe, have received the testimony of approbation of the 
Chamber of Commerce at Limerick, !lnd of the trades, for that book?-The' 
congregated trades of Limerick unanimously admitted me a member. They 
gave . me the freedom of all thei,' guilds. 

575. Do you know whether any application has been, or is aoollt to be 
made, to the grand jury of Clare, at the present. assizes, about the improvement 
of this na.vigation 1-1 have every reason to believe, that as f:u' as the gmnd 
jury is authorized to present, they will present; flOOt. I beli eve is the max­
imum they have the power to present for; and permit me to observe, that the 
opinion of a very eminent civil engineer, .Mr. Richards, our cOllnty surveyor, 
who got a distinguished place at the general examination, en tirely coincides 
with Captain Mudge upon the subj ect. I brought Mr. Richards with me 
down the l?el'gus, immediately on his arrival into the conotry in his oflicial 
character. ~ 

5;6. MI'. Richards is the county surveyor under the new Act ?-Yes; a 
man of great eminence in his profession, and of great private worth and respee .. 
tability; his opinion entirely coincides with Colonel Bllrgoyne's and Captain 
Mudge's, in stating that this important improvement could be eflected at a very 
inconsiderable expense. 

577- Are you aware the opinions of any of the gentry of the county of Clare, 
or any particular persons, on this subject, are favourable to the proposed im-. 
provement?-I have the signatures of several of the respectable men of Clare. 
and Limerick, who formed themselves into an Msociation for the purpose of 
petitioning Parliament, There will he also a petition to Parliament from th~, 
Liverpool -merchants on this subject, when we send in Ollr own. . 

578. Are you capable of saying whether it is likely that these I?entlemel\ 
would object to be ta.xed to a certain amount for the repayment of any sum 
advanced for the improvement of the navigation ?-It is impossible for me to say 
whether they would object altogether; but I am very much inclined to coin­
cide with Mr. 'Villiams's opinion, that it would not be easy to raise a sum "Of 
money to do it, although, in truth, the SUol necessary for the improvement of 
the Fergus, and running a rail· road from Clare to Limerick, scarcely deserves to 
be narned in comparison with the importance of' the object to he attained; 
such immense resources would be rapidly developed, which arc now quite-' 
dormant. . ' , 

579. Have you any document from the Fergus pilots in corroboration of 
whilt you introduced in evidence ?-I have, and it is in the room; btit I do, 
not think it necessary to give it in ... I refer to Captain Mudge j I am quite 
aware of the extreme care w1th which he made his report, and I think it but a 
just compliment to him not to refer La anybody's beyond his alll\ Mr. 
Jtichards's. I have the document in the room, but I shall respectfully decline 
presenting it, for the reason I have assigned. 

5So. Is there not a great objection to sending sharp vesse1s to Limerick?­
Yes, very great; I have had occa.~ion to attend two or t.hree public meetings 
of tl).e.merchants of Limerick, within the last three months, and that fact was 
stat~d expressly and distinctly. . 

581. Do you think tbat the proposed improvement by Mr, Rbodes. would 
obviatot3U those' objections?-Yes, most certainly; his plan is a noble one; .and· 
as such r have always supported it in Ireland. 

5~2. HavC'!.·the masters of t)lese vessels ever ex pressed an opinion lipan .that 
su bject> 
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subject l relative to the danger ?-Very decisively; and often in a strong form Mr.l'lroma8 Stu/c. 
declared they never would go there again. ----

583. Have you yourself been on the Shannon in the course of the last 1'2 or 14 July 1834: 
18 months ?-Ycs. 

584. I-lave you observed the wreck of any vessel which took place within 
that period, off the Beeves 7-Yes. 

585. 'Vhat vessel was t.h~t?-The "Cicero." . 
, ,586. 'Vhat descriptio~ of vessel was she ?-I am not able to inform you very 
mllllltely. . 

58 7. Is she not it Nort~l Am~rican trader of the first ,class 1-.,1 cannot say. 
58S. Are you aware of the cIrcumstances of that shipwreck r-I have heard 

so many different accounts, that I should be disinclined to rrive any opinion· 
'but since YOLI have spoken upon the subject. I cannot too ~Hnestly urge lh~ 
importance of a lantern on the beacon towel' on these rocks ; I recommended 
it, as you ma,y perceive by reference to my book. some years ago, find Captain 
Mudge has m the strongest manner possible recommended it since. The 
:Ro)'al Western Yacht Club have signed a, IU?mol:iai to C!overnme~t praying it; 
and I know the Chamber of Commerce of Llmenck amaously def;II'es it. 

589.· Do you think it would be of advantage that a buoy should be placed on 
the rock on which the" Cicero" struck, or that any attempt should be made to 
J'emovc that I'ock ?-I always thought it indispensably necessary, as you will 
perceive by my book, that there should be a buoy placed on the Herring Rock, 
ncar the Beeves. 

590. I believe Captain Mudge recommended that ?-Ycs, and he was quite 
"ight , in doing so; for although. by kecpillg the tower of the Beeves close 
aboard. a passage can be made with security by day. still the pilots have con. 
stantly told me, particularly the best of them. Piggott, who taught me to steer 
through the passage, that they would feel it of great use to have a buoy to rest 
-their eye upon at the time they were keeping the Beeves close aboard, as the 
current in the ebb drifts obliquely across the river with so much violence on 
the Herring Rock. . 
. 591. Would it in your opinion be useful to layout any sum in the improve­
ment of the navigation of the Shannon at the point spoken of by Mr. Williams? 
-I think that a pier at the point that Mr. Williams was speaking of wou ld be 
"Of very great benefit. In a late conversation between Colonel Uurgoync -amI 
Mr. Williams, at which I wa..;; present, Colonel Burgoyne made a suggestion 
which I thought ·an excellent one, that is, on alternate days Mr. Williams's 
'steamers might touch at the two opposite points, Foyne's Island and on the 
·Clare side, if the pier were formed. Too much time would be lost if the steamer 
,were to touch at both sides every day. 

592. Do you conc~ive that that pier should be on the western shore of the 
Fergus? - Yes. . 

593. Do you think the introduction of steam-tugs would be useful in the 
Lower Shannon ?-f am convinced they would be of the utmost possible im­
portance, for the current sometimes sweeps with sllch force through the Nar~ 
rows, and particularly in the ebb of the tide. when the waters are tailing off the 
mud, that unless there be wimlto comm:l.I1d a ship she becomes quite unmanage­
able amongst the rocks and shoals and foul grouncls. It has been remarked most 
judiciously in Captain Mudge's report. - and since confirmed by MI'. M'Beatb,. 
and certainly by my own experience, that the difficul ty of the navigation in the 
Shannon through the Narrows is much g reater than the difficulty of navigation. 
in the Fergus, tj'om the mou~h of the ·Fergus to Clare; for in the one case th~ 
current sweeps with so much violence as to endanger the ship if there is not 
wind to command her; in the other ca:::e, the current is in general so gentle 
that it only gives assistance. The navigation of the Fergus is for small vessels 
decidedly superior to the navigation of the Shannon through the Narrows. 

594. Has anything been ever suggested as a substitute for steam-tugs along 
that part 6f the Shannon ?- YesJ in a particuhr part near Conagh. 1 some 
years ago suggested that a Dumber of buoys, with rings in ,them to warp \less.els. 
·should be laid down there, ai in consequence of the peculiar course of the nver 
ves3els were f'i-equently greatly retarded in particular wi~ds . . I b~oug-ht d?w.n 
the very best pilots on the river. in order that under tilelr suggestIOns I mIght 
determine the points whet:e the buoys ought to ' be moored. The Chamber of 
Commerce ordered that the late water-bailiff should put eight of those buoys at 

532. G 3 my 



46 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE 

"Mr. Tllrlm(/$ Stule. my disposal, b~t some rnatte:r or other occl~lTed w~l~ch prevented ~lis being able 
to do it. I ITII,?ht adduce as an example of the utthty of these thtngs, that in a 

)'4 Jul)/lR34' case near IpSWICh, l"lr. Cub itt had a. canal cut in order to take off the reach of 
the river Orwell; he had a number of warping buoys on ea.ch side. When I 
was with him ott Lowestoft he told me that, if 1 passed t hrough Ipswich in my 
return, I shou ld see something of the kind which I had been telling him 1 wanted 
in the Shannon. 
· 595. Have you been at Carrickaholt, and what is your opinion as to the 
practicability of forming a safety harbollr there ?-I think a safety harbour for 
small craft might be formed, taking advantage of the ledge of rocks near the 
.castle; but having gone there for the express purpose of examining the place 
very minutely, I am exceedingly doubtful whether it would be at all pl'acticable 
to form a safety harbour that would answer for large vessels, by running a pier 
from near the point of the hiJl of Kilcredan. It was orig inally sllgg-ested to me 
to examine the place, by the late secretary of the Limerick Chamber of Com . 
. merce; but in the first place such a tremendolls sea sets in there, tha.t in wintry 
storms I should very much doubt whether any WOI'k cou ld sL.'l.nd. erected at any 
expense that would be gOlle to by the Go\'ernment for SLich a purpose ; and 
furthermore I would beg' to state this, that even if 1 could create one at this 
moment by a mere act of volition, I doubt very much whether it would answer 
the purpose, for I am not quite sure that it would 110t become a trap for sam!, 
.und in some years a sand bank instead of a. safety harbour. 

596. Are you aware that the sea has been gaining on the land at Carricka. 
llOlt ?-Yes, there is Ilistorical evidence j we have it told us in the history of 
Ireland, that in the time of Lord Clare his yellow dragoons manreuvred on the 
green between the castle and the sea. Even no',v there is a wild legend of that 
part of the country, that at midnight ill the wintry storl11S Lord Clare and his 
yellow dragoons rise from the surges a.t that point near the ancient c.llstle. and 
after sweeping over Corkavaskin, plunge again before morning into the billows 
of the Atlantic. 

597. What space is there between Carrickaholt castle and the sea at present? 
-Not more than a few feet. . . 

598. At what period was that 1-1690 was the period when Lord Clare lived 
at Carrickaholt. 

599. Have your notes been compiled from absolute personal observation?­
Yes, from actual personal observation, attended on the Shannon by the very 

; best pilots of the river, and the most ex perienced fishermen; I took fishermen 
· as well as pilots, because I conceive the fisherm en know the points where there 
nre Tocks with peculiar accuracy, by frequent.ly touching them with their nets. 
In the Fergus 1 brought down with me. the very best pilots of that river; Mr. 
Richards, 0111' county engineer, Mr. Creaghe, an admirable practical seaman, and 
Iv[l' . Pilkington, who is also a practical seaman. I have not on any occasion 

· whatever tl'llsted to my own judgment, unless corroborated 1>y those who of. all 
· others I think most competent to confirm me if I am right, and correct me If r 
am wrong. Permit me, in proof of this, to mention, that on the occasion when I 
first gave my exposition of what I thought necessary to be done for the improve­

·ment of the navigation of the Shannon, at a meeting of'the Chamher of Com­
~erce of Limerick. I begged permission to introduce the best pilots on the 
rIver,. who had accompanied me in my excllrsiou . The Chamber of Commerce 

· !I~ollght that I was quite competent myself; but 1 persevered in requiring it, as 
J~ was a matter not of abstract science, but that of practical navigation, and the 

· pIlots. must therefore b~ of comse the very uest judges in the world. They 
were therefore called m; I gave my exposition in their presence, and they 
corroborated what I stated. 

600. Do you conceive, if these projected improvements were made, tIl at the 
Shannon would become an object, not merely of trade, uut curiosity to tray-el-

· leI'S for amusement ?-I am convinced of it. There is some of the finest fiver 
scenery that I have ever seeD, near the meeting of the waters of the Shannon 

.and the Fergus. 
· 601: Standi ng ~n the shores of. the Fergus, and looking towards the county 
LlJnerl~k, what kmd of prospect IS there ?-f'tanding on the summit of Con~y 
hland m.the Fergus, I do DOt think such a river for scenery is to be found m 
these countries ; a3 I, of course. consider a great expanse of water an essential 
element of noble river scenery. 

60" . Standing 
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602 . Standing on the sum mit of that island on the Fergus, what extent of Mr. Thoma, Sl~tf~. 
water do you see 1-1t is about four miles across from Paradise to the shore, 
llcar the third anchomge ; and you lmve a transverse line of watcr of' 14. or 15 14 July 1M34-. 
miles, fi'om Mao Lismore and I sland Macgrath, on th e Fergus, to the county 
Limerick shore, with all its beautifi.ll scenery, with the Galtee mountains at a. 
distance; the scene is Ol1e of infinite beau ty. There arc a number of beautiful 
islands in th is part of the Fergus. 

G03. Are you a~C] llain~ed with the pas~age fr.om the Shannon into the open 
sea ?- 'Vhat the pilots satd. to me was thIS, (1 (lld not want to g ive too compre­
hensive a plan, 1 merely WIshed to ca ll public attention to it,) " if we get the 
improvement you recommend ill the Narrows, and from thence to Tarbert, we 
can m.ake t he rest ~fthe way ourselves very easily ; we require nothing more," 
Permit me to ment lOll, .that I have got a document from Captain Burton Mac-; 
namara, uncl e to Captall1 Macnamara of this Committee, in which ILc stl'Onaiy 
recommends that the lighthouse at Carrickaholt should be rai sed about 20 fe: t · 
he considered it would be a very considerable advantage to \'essels on the rive r: 
under particular circumstances. 
, 604, What is he?-A captain in the l)avYi a brave officer, who Il lis seen 
much service. 

605, Are YOll acquainted wi th the trade of L imerick ~-Not so minutely as to 
undergo any examination. I refe r to my friends, the two city .l\1embers, who 
nre so eminen tly qual ifi ~d to g ive the Committee information on this subject. 

606. Are YO li aware that the trade of Limerick experienced considerable 
pressure, in consequence of the toll s levied with a view to meet the expenses 
for present and past improvements?-Ye5, 1 am quite aware of it. 

607. Are you aware that that p resslIl'e on the trade might be rendered stili 
more severe by the contemplated improvements ?-That depends altogether on 
the manner in which those improvements shall be carried into effect; but the 
generlll feeling of Limerick, 3 5 indicated by the sentiments of two very nume: 
rously attended public meetings, within the last two months, has been most 
decisive in favour of these improvements. 

608. I am not at all npplying to the fact whether they would or would not 
be g lad of that, but only to the abstract quest ion, whether the pressure upon the 
trade by the in crease of tolls would not be rendered more severe, if the improve-
ments contemplated were carried into efiect ?-Decidcdly. . 

609. Are there any lights or buoys that are not recommended by Capt.1in 
Mudge from the mouth of' the Shannon to Limeri ck, which you would suggest? 
- On the very contrary, Captain Mudge has recommellded many more than I 
would ventllre to suggest j he being invested wit h an official character. There 
are sevenll that ' l would have suggested, but I did not like to embarrass the 
subject by recommending too many things together. 

610, You resirle in the 'county Clare [-Yes, latte rly j myhousc and property 
are in that coun ty. 

61]. Are you of opinion that a.ny improvement experienced by Limerick 
would not extend a beneficial influen'ce over the whole course of the Shannon, 
more or less ?-I am quite convinced it would extend a beneficial influence; 
the geographica.l situation of Limerick is I think most auspicious for domestic; 
trade and foreig n commerce. I recollect I remarked particularly, in what I 
published, not on ly the admirab le situation of Limerick for foreign com'mer'ce. 
but also the immense advantage of this close a.nd rapid communication witli 
Dublin by the Upper Shannon and the canal. Then if there were steam·tug$ 
to .counteract the effects of the westerly winds and the currents of the Lower 
Shannon, a nd there was a. lighthouse at the Beeves, which I consider indispen_ 
sably necessary, and a good float ing harbour, I think the increase of trade 
would be very great; it is in the heart of one of t he fin est countries in the 
world. Spenser, in his View of' the State of Ireland, calls MUllster "the 
sweetest soi l of Ireland," and Limerick is the very heart of it j there is, I 
believe, no such tract of land in t he empire. Limerick is in soi l the richest 
county in Ireland ; we have along the Shannon and Fergus in the county Clare, 
" the Carcasses," a tract of land not exceeded in fe rtility by any country in 
the world. 

612. You res ide in the county Clare; now have you much communication 
with t.he gentlemen Qf th !}.t county ?-:....Yes, very great . 

613. Is there much anxiety ' amongst the gcntJeme~l fo r the improvements 
G 4 which 
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which have been suggested ?- I bike the libe rty of refcl'I'ing to the document 
which r showell the Committee, which has been signed by everyone to Whon1 
I applied. 

6 '4. Do you think the gentlemen generally of the county would be willing 
to undertake the repayment of any portion of' the expense of the works pro. 
p05cd to be executed at the Ferg us, if the Government were to advance the 
money without interest ?-I do : you put the question in slu:h a. general form' 
by saying" any portion of the expense," that I have no hesitation in saying 
they' would; because the anxiety is so very g reat, and th e sum of money which 
would be necessary to carry these improvements into effect is so very small, ill 
comparison with the value of the object to be attained . 

. 615. Do you think that generally there would be any objection on the part 
of' proprietors of land in the county Clare to undertake that any money the 
Govel'l1ment should be obliged necessari ly to advance for th e improvement 
of' this portioll of the Shannon along the county Clare, should be repaid by a 
tax laid 011 their property in that county?- 1 am inclin ed to thillk they would 
be quite willing ( referring to my form er answer) to be taxed for U some 
portion," laying down as the bas i~ of my answer, that the necessary sum re­
quired would bl! so very small. The gent lemcn 0(' the cou nty Clare are not:i 
rich gentry; they could not in my opinion afford to advance any large sum . 

o 616. If the sum required wcre very moderate, you think that the return 
would soon repay it?- They think so well of these improvements, and .are so 
anxiolls to sec th em executed, that they would, in my opinion, be willing to 
submit to a tax for the payment of a certain portion of the money, bll t the pro · 
portion I am not, of course, without consulting them, capable of d etermining. 

617. Are you aware that a considerable inconvenience has bcc n suffered in 
the neighbourhood of Carrickaholt by the want of the extension of the present 
pier? - I am perfectly aware of it, and from the very best an thority , the Hev. 
Mr. D,uggan, the parish priest , who . is better acquainted with the state of his 
parish than any other man in Ireland. 

6iS. Will you state as near as you can what you conceive would be the 
'Cxpense of executing the necessary improvements in the Lower fo>hannon from 
Limerick to the sea ?-I would rather req uest permission to refer to Captain 
Mudge, who has been there in an oflicial character. 
: . 619. Colonel Burgoyne ref'errerl to the statement in your book ?-Tlie state· 
~ent that Colonel Burgoyne did me the honour of referring to, was not made 
without some utility in this way : I said, let Government state any specific sum 
'from SO s. to 60,000 I., and I should be able to show them advantage equivalent. 
The Committee witl, I am sure, as q. matter ' of courtesy to me, permit me to 
state, with regard to any of' these improvements which I have suggested, that 
even if they were to be carrierl into effect, I should hm'e nothing whatc,:er 
to do with the execution. I told Mr. R ice, when I first pointed it out to Olin 
.at D owning-street, tlmt i f Government were to order what I recommended, 
·1 would have no more to do with the handli ng or expenditure of the money 
than I would have to do with the carving of the workmen's dinners ; that for 
th is the Government should emp loy th eir own agents. 

620. then you cannot furni sh us with any estimate as to the ex pense, further 
than what is stated by Captain Mudge ?- Not at present, beyond what I have 
alread'l published. CA.ptain Nludgc is mu ch 1lI0re competent to do it than .1 
,am: . have not the honour of a personal acquaintance, bllt I judge ,from Ill S 

?fficlal report. I shou~d say for a vcry sillail sum that most important lI11prOVe ­

~~ ent~ co~Iid be made 111 the Davig~tion of that part of the river w~ere the l1.a­
Ylgaboll IS most dangerous anti dIfficult, U The Narrows." I refer to offiCial 
auth9rity fol' the mi llutiaJ, and am content that by publishing what I did, I 
have establi.shed the gen~ral principles of improvement of the navigation of 
~hose two five rs, and eXCIted the public attention to the subject. 
: ~ conclude my eviden ce by giving in to the Committee a coPy of the petition 
}YhlCh was adopted with g reat. acclamation by a most nUmerous und respectable 
meetill~ of the ~l e ~chant.~ ?f Limerick, h~ld in that ~i~y on Saturday th~ 12th 
pfAp,1l last. fill S petition was drawn by Mr. WIlham Smyth O'Brien, a 
g~lltl e!"an eminently qualified Lo judge of everything in which the interests of 
J..llnenck a~c ·concel.'ned. I 

To 
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T o the Commo ns of the United K ingdom in Parliament assembled. 

Mr. T},flIIIIIS Sicelt. 
I'll E ,humble P~titiOl: o~ the \lndersi9~led ~ho\V~th , :rha~ the city of Limeri ck is, in point 

popu latIOn. th e tlmd city III Ireland . [hat Its situation, III th e heart of a most fertile and \4. July , Sj4' 
populous district, ~lpon a river navigable below,Limerick ,to ~he scu, and capable of lJcing 
rendere~ ful~y avmlable to a ll th,c purposes of Inland ..,.nv lgat1on for morc than 140 miles 
above L,~cnck . sce~ls to ma~'k It out as a s pot peculaarly fiUed for the pUfj>OSe of trade, 
Ilnd destlll ed to a h' f? h attumment of commerCial I;reatness i but that, in aid of these 
natuml advantages, little has as yet been dOlle, either by private enterprise or public 
encouragement. 

That the want ofvariolls improvements in the port of Limerick has for a 10n!T time been 
,felt; in cOlllOeq uence of whi ch an Act was procured in the yeaI' 1823 for thtpurpose of 
enabling commissioners therein named to erect n bridge across the Simunon, and to COI1-

8tr,"ct a,floating doc~ for the accommo~atioll of vessel~, 
, rhat III co~sldemtlon o~ the convemence t~ be afforded to persons desirous to cross the 

Shannon, t Ill s Act authOrized n toll to he leVied upon persolls passin" the brid!Te' and in 
return for th e advantages which the trade and shippi ng were to der~e from th"e floatin!T­
dock aqd other harbour improvements, the merchants and traders of Limerick consent~d 
to the impositiun of very heavy rates and duties upon the tonnage and exports and imports 
of the port. 

That the commissioners, in ~xecution of this Act, proceeded to borrow 11 large sum of 
money from the Board of Public Works, upon the mortgage of these tolls, rates nnd duties' 
the whole of which money has been appli ed to the erection of the bridge, which is not yet 
finished, and of the works immediately connected therewi th. 

That in the passing of this Act, such of your petitioners as arc en!Tarred in the trade and 
'shipping; have already paid morc tban 1,500/., and are subject t~ ~n anllual burd en of 
of 2,000 t., in return for which they have received no advantage whatsoever, but, on the 
coolrary. th e g reatest inconveni ence ; and that, without the interference of Parliament. it is 
not probable tha.t they will for many years receive any equivalent for the heavy tal: to 
whir;b Qley still continne subject . 
. That youI' petitioners conceive this case to he a direct violation of the recognised prin­

ciple, that. no person ought to be called upon to pay a tax without receiving some 
ad vantage 111 return, 

o That undcr these circumstances, your petitioners conceive thei r casc calls for the special 
interposition or Parliament ; and that in equity, either the rate" Quo-lit to be altogether 
abolished, or that the works and improvements in consideration ~f wbich they were 
originally imposed, should be completed. 

Mercurii, 16" die Ju/ii, 1854. 

THE EARL OF KERRY, IN THE CHAIH. 

H. M. O'lJanlon, E sq. called in; and Examined. 

62 1. YOU arc Parliamentary Counsel for Irish Affairs ?-I am . 
622 . Can you give the Commi ttee any information ,vith respect to the Acts 

of Parliament relating to Inland. Navigation in lreland ?-So early as the reign 
of George the First, it appears that the attention of the Parliament of Ireland 
was directed to the necessity and advantage of making some provision, in order 
to render the great rivers of Ireland, and more especially the Shannon, a\'ail­
able to the purposes ofinlnnd navigation . In the 2d year of George the First , 
an Act was passed, c. I j?, wherehy the justices of the peace and the Member:; 
of Parliament for the several counties adjace nt to the Shannon and to other 
great rivers, were created undertakers, for the purpose of impro\'ing the naviga­
tion of those rivers. That system continued till the 25th of Geor~e . th e 
Second, when an Act was passed, c. 10, consolidating a~1 those Commissioners 
for the several counties into one general Board, and directing theDl to assem­
ble in Dublin, and incorporating them, and directing them to appoint Assistant­
Commissioners for the respective coun ties, fot, the purpose of superint.ending 
the works, but vesting the general control and direction in the corporation 
assembling in Dublin. That system lasted until the 27th George the Third, 
when this corporation was dissolved, and the Divisional Commissioners or"un­
dertakers were revived; this, the Committee wiJl perceive, was a return lo the 
principle of the 2rl of George the First, tq~ consoJidation not having answered . 

,Matters con,tinued in. tbis state until the tOth of Georg~ the Third, when those 
D.ivisional Comm~sjoners were abol.ished, i}nd, all the powers belonging to 
them jndivi~43.I1y, vested ill the CommissiP.n~ 5 of Inland' Navigation, who were 
Commissioners nominafed by . the Lord tieutenant. I strongly recommend 
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the consideration of that A c t to the attention of the Committee , By the 
recell t Act of the 1st & 2d of' William th e Fuurth, c . 33, this Uoarc1 of Illland 
Navi rration was abolished, and th eil' powers transfel'l' ed to the Commissioners 
for the extension and promotion of Public Works 'in Ireland. I should state 
to the Committee, that cotlcun cntly with these gencml enactments, a series of 
Acts has passed, divesting the general Commissioners OJ' Corporation of their 
powersJ as respects some particul ar naviga tions, and vesting those powers in 
private companies, Those were the Gmnd Canal Company, the Royal Canal 
Company, and t.he Limerick Bridge Company. The effect of these enactments 
was to vest in those private companies the property in, and control over, 
certain branches of the navigation, I :un not fmt li er acquainted than I have 
already stated with the present state of the enactments affecting the Shan. 
non; ancl what I know upon the subject, I know ii'om the ci rcumstance of 
having been engaged as counsel for the General Steam N a, Jigation Company in 
Ireland, on behalf of 11. Bill passed in the last Session of Parl iament; and also 
from having been employed by an hon ourable Member of the I-louse, the 
M ember for Kildare , to draw a Bill for the drainage of lands in parts of Ire­
Ianel. I have not been employed upon the subj ect, in t he exercise of my official 
duties under the Irish Government. The Grand Canal Company was created 
by the lllh & 12th of George the Third , c. 31. That was amended by the 
29th of George the Third, c. 039 ; furthe r amcmled by the 31st of George 
the Third, c. 1.2 ; and further by the 55th of George the Third, c. H8, by which 
a grantof 50,OOOt. was made. The Itoyal Canal Company was c reated by the 
SOth uf George the Third, c. 20. That was amended by the 48d of George 
the Third, c. 2~ ; dissolved by the 53d of George th e Third, c. 101. Some 
fur ther regulations, consequen t on that dissolutiori, were made by the 55th of 
G eorge the Third, c. 1 SQ ; and the new Hoyal Canal Company was created by 
the 58th of Geor~e the Third, c. 35 . 

Sabbati, 19' die J ... lii, 1834. 

THE EARL OF KERRY, IN THE. CHAIR . 
. _ ----------------

The Right Honom.ble L ord Clollc"rry, Examined. 

623. YOUlt Lordship is a Director of the Gmncl Canal Company?- I am. 
624. For a. consiclerable number of years ?-Very nearly fat' 80 years I have 

been in the direction of the Grand Canal. 
625. YOlll' Lordship has taken alway~ a very active part 1n the management 

of the affilirs of the Grand Canal ?-l have been vcry much interested as a 
national cancel'll in the Grand Canal ; perhaps not so active as I should be, but 
very zealous when I had an opportunity, , 

626, Perhaps your Lordshi p can intorm the Committee how long it is slllce 
the Gt'aIlU Canal Company's works reached the river S hannon ?-l should say 
much about the time when 1 becl.l1ne a Director; rath er more j it was 30 years 
ago, or more than 80 years ago; they reached the Shannon about 180£, bllt 
they had not the advantage of the Shannon navigation so soon, or till the works 
were done. 

627. Can your L ordsh ip state to the Committee whether at that pe riud there 
was any trade of any considerable amount establish'eel 0 11 the ri ver Shannon?­
T he Grand Canal did not find <lily trade to any amount whatsoever established 
on the Shannon; it was vcry small, carried on by inferior boats; but ther,e was 
an expectat ion and. preparation made for a trade upon the canal joining; It was, 
the great object of the Grand Canal Company and the Government that the 
G rand Canal shou ld join the Shannon to create a trade. ' 

628. Can you r Lordship state whether the outlay \Vhich was expended by 
the Grand Canal Company in improving the navigat ion of the Shan non has 
contributed towards establishing a tmde on the rived- It was the catlseof esta­
blishing a very considerabl e trade 011 the river. There was an outlay in the 
first ins~'\n ce by the Company of 18,000 t, or t20,OOO t, of' thei r ow n, to endea­
V(~ur to make it Il a~jga.b (e j but it did Jl ot sll cceed to a.ny g reat extent. ' It was 
afterwa!ds furt~e r IIngroved by an expense furnished by Government, by con­
tract With the Canal Company. 
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629. Th e first outlay yout' Lordship alludes to was expended upon the Shan~ H ight H(l1!. 
non by the Grand Canal Company previous to the transfer of the river by the lord Clullcmry. 

Board of Inland Navigation ?-Ycs; the Board of In land Navill"ation did not 
transfe r it to the Grand Canal Compnny ti ll a considerable ti~ne afterw:lnls, 19 July 1834· 

when the Grand Canal Company had expended .:1-1,,000 t. or 55,000 t. of the 
( iovernment m~ney, and 30,000 t .. of thei r own; they had fi rst expended 
10,000 t. of thell" own money, wlHch was allowed by the Government in th~ 
contract . 

630. Can your Lordship state, whether at the time the G rand Canal Com~ 
pany commenced this outlay, there was any understanding between th!::: Grand 
Canal Company and the Government that the navigation of the Shannon would 
be transferred to them ?- I always understood it to be a part of the cont ract 
with Government that the Grand Canal, on executing certai n works for a cer­
tain sum of money, were to have vested in them those works ancl .the advantages 
of them; and they were to be subj ect to the frequent review and exam ination of 
t!le Government offi~ers, to see that they were kept in propel' order. 

63 1. £ . 80,000 is all of the Grand Canal money that has been expended, 
independent of the Govermnent money?-Yes, so I am pretty certain. 

632. If 1 understand your Lordship, the sum of l ~,OOO t. or 20,000 l. which 
you allude to, was expended by the Grand Canal Company under the express 
understanding that the navigation shoul d be transferred ul timate ly to them, and 
except under sl1ch un derstanding that outlay would not have been made?­
Pardon me. I beli eve that that 19,000 t. was laid out before any positi ve under­
standing was come to by the Government and the Canal Company, and in fact 
the G rand Callal Com.pany laid. out t he enormous sum of a million and a hal f of 
money on their works for the purpose of going to the Shannon, and having the 
advantage of that great river. Instead of taking the canal thl"f)ugh a cultivated 
country, where they would have a considerabl e tra~e, they took it th rough bog. 
in order to have the advantage of that river, and when they got there they 
fou nd there was no considerable trade. T hey laid out a great sum of their own, 
then Government came to their aid , and .they entered into a contract that for 
t he sum of 54',000 t. they would put the river in a. certain spec ified state, and 
of that 54.,,000 t. the 19,000 l. was allowed as a part ; and then the lIndenitanding 
was entered in to that wh en the contract was perfected the ri,'er was to be vested 
in them. 

633. Your Lordship can inform the Committee what was the course that the 
Grand Canal Company adopted in constructing alld perfecting their canal 011 

the main li ne; they stopped at a. particular point ?-They stopped at a place 
between Banagher :llltl A thlone, which was then ca lled, first, the Shanllon 
harbour; it is now a vi ll age of Shannon harbour. 

634. Did not the Granel Canal Company at one time stop at Tuilamore ~-­
Yes, for a considerable time they stopped there. 

635, It was then a matter of consideration whether the G rami Canal Com­
pany should extend their line of navigation up towards the Shannon, or to the 
southward towards the county of Tipperary r-Yes, it was. 

636. Does your Lordship conside r g reat advantages would have accrued to 
the Grand Canal Company by extending the lin e of navigation towards T ip­
perary rather than the Shannon ?-T am sure great and inllnedia~e ar\va!ltal?l::s 
would have arisen to the Grand Cana l Company by extending then hne 
towards Tipperary. 

637. Can you r Lordship state what those advantages would have been ~­
They wou ld have found produce for carriage ready to their hands ; they would 
have found a trade. ready to take advantage of their canal, a great corn trade, 
and the g reat trade of all. the produce. of the most ferti le part o~', ~~·eland. 

638. Can your Lordship state the lme through the county of ~llpperary that 
was in contemplation ?-There were two or three di ffere nt l ine~ suggested. but 
the line from Tullamore would have gone towards the ne,ghbourho04 of 
Roscrea and towards Nenagh, and the fin e corn country between Cahir and 
eashel; there would have been one level of 24 miles. . . ' 

639. What would the distance of the proposed navigatIOn h.ave been!'­
I dare say with its deviations it would have been more than 40 mdes. 

640. ] s your Lordship aware of the distance which would have,been betwe:1l 
this line and the Shannon, supposing them to have been parallel r-lt went, tJ1 

the first instance, a cOl1 sid~rab le qistanc.e from the Shanoon j it would have. 
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varied from six to 25 or 30 miles in some places; it would come not very far 
from the left of Loug h Derg, and have communication wi th some of the best 
parts of the south of Ihe Shan non. 

641. Is yOUl' Lordship aware of the distance between TLlllamore and the 
Shannon harbour ?-Thc distance is about "Z4! miles, I dare say it is '28 English 
miles or more. 

642 . Your Lordship has stated tha t the chief inducement which the Grand 
Canal Company hUll in extending thei r lin e from Tulhunore to the Shannon 
was the increased faciliti es for tl'nde; at the time they commenced this exten­
sion, have you any reason to know there was any understanding between them 
and the GO\lel'llment as to the transfer of the IVliddle Shannon ?-I doubt very 
much if there was at that time ; but the original charter, the original formation 
of the Grand Canal Com pany, was for the express plll'pose of running the navi~ 
gation fi'om Dublin to the Shannon j it was always the title and the under­
standing that the Gmnd Canal was formed fo r the purpose of joining the 
Shannon with the Ba.y of Dublin, and in fact the Grand Canal was originally 
commenced by the Government itself for t hat purpose. 

643. Your Lordship considers that the Grand Canal Company were in some 
uegree bound hy t.heir Act of Incorporation to extend themselves towards the 
Shannon rather than any other direction ?-It was absolutely t hei r ti t le, and 
though there was no specific indenture or law binding them to it, they certainly 
never carried on their works without the int.ention of' j oining the Shannon 
somewhere; Ballaghcl' was the place wh ere for a long while th ey intended 
to join. 

644. Is your Lordship practically acquainted. with the present state of the 
river Shannon r-In deed 1 doubt if I can say that I am; lor the river Shannon 
is so very changeable, so many changes take place in t imes of' flood: I have. 
gone it not very long ago, and I am generally very well acquail1ted with it by 
reading the monthly and sometimes week l'y reports of its st'ltO. 

645. Is your Lordship at all acquainted with that part of the Shannon at 
present under the Grand Canal Company r-Very generally acquainted with it, 
and have always been so. 

646. YOlll' Lorclship of cOlll'se is aware of the te rms of the contract under. 
which tha t part of' the navigation wa,; transferred £1'011"1 t he Board of' Inland 
Navigation to the Grand Canal Company ?-¥es, I have seen the contrnct,; 
and heard it disc llssed very often. 

647· Ca n your Lordship form an opinion as to whether the terms of the 
contract have been conformed to by the Grand Canal Company ?-I believe 
that, generally speaking, they have. I saw the report of the Government 
officer stating that the contract had been fulfilled. 

648. Your Lordsh ip alludes to the correspondence that took place in the 
year 18 10 ?- I allude to the report afterwards confirmed by MI'. Ki llaly and 
by MI'. Brownrigg, and the report ag reed to by the Directors General ofInland 
Navigation. on a review by their officers and themselves, prior to their giving 
up the Shannon navigation to the Grand Canal Company. . 

649. I believe you are aware that MI'. Kill aly was employed by the Grand 
Canal Company in 1810, and not by the Directors of Inland Navi~ation ;-1 
an"! pretty certain that it is so ; I am not qui te certain as to the ex~ct date of 
his becoming servant to the Directors General j it was about that time. 

650. Is your Lordship aware of the state of repail' in which the works on the 
river Shannon have been kept up, since they were handed ovel' to the Grand 
Canal Company by the Board of Inland Navigation ?-G enerally speaking, I 
am pretty well aware of it. 1 have gone down the river myself, and I have 
read the reports of the officers upon it. . 

651. Would your Lordship say, that they were in an efficient state of repair ? 
-1 would say, that they have a1most constantly been j·n such repair as to give 
safe passage to any of' the boats trading on the Grand Cana]; but I wi ll not 
say that the river navigation is not freq uently subjected to interruptions, both 
from the operations of nature and the unfortunate misch iefs sometimes done 
by individul\ls. 

65 2• Can your Lordship inform the Committee, whethe r the Board of Works 
possesses, or has exercised, any control over those works since their transfer 
/rom the Directors 'Of Inland Navigation ?-. They possess 'that control , by th~t 
agreement, that they should, .as often as they please, review the works; and If 

they 
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they are not in a proper state, they can call upon the G rand Canal Company to 
set to right a.n ything that may be deficien t or wrong. 

653. YOllr Lordship alludes to the power possessed by the late Board of 
Inland Navigation ?-I a llude to the power possessed by the Direc tors General 
of' J nland Navigation, which has been transferred to the present Board of 
Works. 

654. You consi ~l el' it competent to the present Board of \Vorks to survey 
uny part of the MIddle Shannon, and call upon the Company to put it in a 
state of' l'ep:~i ,' ?-Th ey have not only the power. but it is their du ty j and it is 
also the du ty of the Grand Canal, because if they do not keep it ill an effi cient 
state, their own trade would sufrer by it. 

655. Should YOllr ' L ordship have any objection, in case the Board of 'Works 
experienced any ditiiculty on t he part oftlie Grand Canal Company in executing 
th e repairs that the Board of Works thought necessary, that a power of entry 
should be g iven to the Board of Works to clo the works th ey thought necessary, 
and then to charge the expense to the Grand Canal Company r-I should 
object in my individual capacity, or as trustee for the proprietors of the Grand 
Canal, to any person expending their money or mine, without an effi cient 
cont rol by ourselves or some proper person. 

656. Docs your Lordship consider that the Grand Canal Company wOllld 
object if the management anu care of that purt of the Shannon which is in their 
possessioll , was left to the Board of Works, or any other Government office ?-I 
should not at all myself think it just to the persons I represent to hand over 
t he ir rights to the Board of Works, though I have a very great respect for that 
Board; but 1 certainly think. as a great national advantage, that the entire of 
the Shannon should be vested in the Board of 'V arks as a King's river, ror 
evel'ybocly to have the advantage of it, expecting there would be a liberal 
outlay in its improvement. 

657, But no compensation to the Grand Canal Company 1-1 shou1d always 
expect a compensation, because they have iaicl out an enormous sum of money 
on the work; and not only that, but they constitute a very industrious portion 
of our population, and vcry POOl', but a great deal of their poverty has arisen 
ii'o lll their exertions to ge t to the Shannon. 

6.58. Should you think the nation al advantage so grea t as to make it worth 
while to th e Graml Canal Company to give it up ?-I, as an individual, should 
say, let th e national interest prevail; but I am interested for others, and I 
should say, there should be a compensation Illilde to persons who had a vested 
right, whic h vested rig ht may be to the advantage of the public, if it is trans­
fen'ed from them: 

659. ' You have said, that there was an understanding that the Grand Canal 
Company should expend 30.0001" upon the understanding that th e Shannon 
should be transferred to them ?-\Ve expended SO,OOO l. to make it useful; 
there was no understanding of a conclusive contract that they shou ld have any 
excl usive rig ht to it; that was with regard to the 54,000 t. 

660 . Is t hat expressed in the contract ?-Yes, I i.>el ic \·e it is ; but I have 
not lately seen it. 

661. Th en, according to YOllr Lordship's own principles, if that contract 
were to be proved not to be fulfill ed, the right of the Grand Canal Company to 
any exclusive navi rration would be void ?- -A Court of Equi ty, if that was 
proved, would forc~ th em to complete their contract. I do not think any 
Court of Equity would take it from them, for no man living can say it is 
not performed. The river Shannon rises seven, eight or ten feet, very sud­
denly, and the works may be injured, and it would be very hard if the rights of 
the Grand Canal Company were interfered with from that cause j it should be 
se t right. The public have a r ight to say, "Traders cannot go by the Shan­
li on, and YOli must set it to rights t but I do not think they coul~ say, 
" We will tuke it from you, because there was a flood last year, or a rIotous 
mob broke down a lock-house." 1 have known a bridge thrown into the canal, 
and the thina rendered impassable for six weeks ; it would be very hard that 
~he , rights of the Company should be destroyed in consequence of injury 
mfhcted by malicious peopl~. 

662. Can your .Lordship state any positive injury t~at would r~sult to the 
Grand Canal Company, suppo-sing.the Government resumed the Mlddle Shan ­
non, with the view of putting it into, and maintaining it in, an efficient st~te~ of 
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repair i-I think the Grand Canal Company would suffer by it, unle" the whole 
of the Shannon was put upon the same footlllg. 

663. Does your Lordship mean that the Grand Can,\l Company would suffer 
by the resumption on the part of the Board of Work s, in the positive amount of 
tolls they now receive ?--Certainly; because I think, if any part of the Shan. 
non was under a distinct government, that there might be a Htvoritism 01' in~ 
equality as to the management, and that it would divert th e trade from the 
Grand Canal into other quarters. 

664. Suppose the whole of the Shannon to be under a different body, or 
under the hands of Government, would that objection apply ?-I f the entire 
of the Shannon ·was vested in t he hands of Government, or the Government 
officers, I really thi nk it would be an advantage to t he public in general , and 
·not so materially injurious to the Grand Canal Company that they shollid Ilot 
gladly allow of ii, they receiving some indemnitication from the publ ic. 

665. Suppose the Governm ent werc to take t.he Shann on into its own hands, 
an(l put it in a more perfect state, how could that be an injury to the Grand 
Canal Company?-It might injure the Grand Canal Company fi·orn the facili­
ties given to divert trade, and it woulll take from the Grand Cana l Company 
the fru it of the ir outlay. 

666. Will you explain the phrase faci lity to divert trade ?-For instance, the 
Government some years ago made, if'I In:1Y so ca ll it., a rival canal a-t a great 
national expense, of which cana l they have uought up the toll s) and if the 
Shannon was perfectly a King's r iver, if I may so call it, advantage might be 
taken of those lower tolls, and the trade be diverted f rom the Grand Canal. 
In like manner, any particular company mig ht dema.nd of the Grund Canal 
Company large sacrifices; if those sac: rifices we re not made, they mig ht divert 
the trade to Limerick j or if the navigation was fini shed, as I hope it will, they 
might direct it to Galway. 

667. The previous questions have presumed that the Shannon would be 
placed under such management as should be perfectly free from all chance of 
particular interests being favoured; would you r Lordship qualifY you r answers 
with reference to that consideration ?-YeB ; I beg to do so. I hope I have 
sufficiently explained that my object would be to place the entire Shannon 
under that control, for the benefit of the public, g iving an indemniiy. to the 
parties having a rig·ht thereto. 

668. On what basis do YOLI consider it should be foun ded 1-011 the basis 
of rights vested in the Canal CompaJlY at the foot of their contract, and the 
public faith, un del' which they carried their canal, at an enormous expense, 
from the nay of Dublin to the River Shannon. 

669. What should yon con sider the pecuniary value of the Middle Shannon 
to the Grand Canal Company, and how far it is peculiarly va luab le to that 
Company ?- It is peculiarly valuable to ~h em from g ivillO' t hem a great trade. 

670. That is not peculiar value; suppose the Shallilon o "'11S opened ?-If the 
Shannon was opened, that trade mirr ht. lJe dive rted in another direction; the 
peculiar va.lue I set upon it, wouldobe probably the outlay of this additional 
~O,OOO t., which is of peculiar value to the Grand Canal Company. 

ti7 1. On wh~t portion was thut SO,OOOI. I"id out ?-On the Middle ShannOI\. 
'Vhen I fi rst went 011 the Shannon as a Graml Canal Director, we found the 
~ower Shannon cut off from LI S by n. dam thrown across the Lime rick Naviga~ 
tion Canal, which had been throwlI across by the Directors G eneral. 

672. You would claim for the value of'that 30,OOOt. e~pen~let\ on the Middle 
Shannon i Wfl.S nQt it to be expellLled , not for the b enefit of the Shannon, but 
for the benefit of the Grand Canal 1-The Gmnc\ Canal Company expended it 
for the IJeqefi t they would derive from perfecting the :Shannon Nayjg~tioJl •. 

(i73. Then the 30,0001. was expended for the benefit that the canal 1Y0uid 
derive from the free opening of th e Shannon Nav igation?-~ntirely. 

674. Therefore it was as much expended on the Grand Canal as if any 
money hO(I been laid out on any portion of that canul ?-Not at all . . 

675· Explain how i-It was laid out on the Shannon, and if it had been ialll 
out on the canal going to Tipperary it would have made an immediate 
return; but heing laid out on the Shannon, it was only laid out in aid of that 
sum given by fhe Government to make the Shannon advantageolls to the 
prand Can.1 Company, .and any ot her Canal Company, or the public. 
. 6~.~ 
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67 ti . The Canal Company coull1 only act as a body of undertakers, without 
any general motive as far as the cOllntry was concerned ?- Yes. 

677. They laid out th e money to open a particular branch of trade for the 
Grand Canal Company ?-No; they could have no ad .... antaO'e from the Shan. 
non without lay ing out the money, but the Royal Cunal got just as much ad~ 
vantage from the money as they did. 

67 8. Where wus it expended r-Between Athlone and Killaloe. 
679. Whereabouts in connexion with the general trade of the Shannon is the 

mouth of' the Grand Cannl ?-Eighteen or 20 miles south of Athlone. 
680. Was not thn.t SO, OOOl.laid out at a point between the Grand Canal and 

the g reat port.ioll of the traffic of the Shallnon ?-It was laid out between the 
Grand Cana l and a great portion of the southern traffic of the Shannon, but it 
also affects a. portion of it made towanls the north. Athlone is to the north of 
the entrance. 

681. At what distance from the place of this expenditure of 80.000 l. is the 
Grand Canal mOllth. alld at what distance from the place of expenditure of the 
30,0001. is the Hoyal Canal mouth ?-The Royal Canal mouth is 26 miles fur­
ther north of' Athlone. 

682 . . Did you not say in part of your previous evidence that a portion of the 
positive disadvantage that the Company would derive from giving up the 
Shannon navigation to th e Government, would be the faci li ties it would give to 
rival compan ies r-Yes. 

683. Did you reier to the Royal CanaP-Yes. 
684. A portion of the disadvantage you conceive from the giv ing lip the 

Shannon is, that faciliti es would be given for the formation of two outlets fo r 
the produce of the Shannon, instead of confining it to one 1-There are faci li ties 
g iren to all t hose outlets at present by the Grand Canal Comp::lIly, by giving a 
bounty; by lowering their tolls upon boats that go along the line, they get an 
advantage to indemni(y them. If all that was done away they could not 
either increase or diminish the tolls upon the Shannon, and of course traders 
would pass by their Canal, in som e measure, to go to others; because 1 must 
~nform the Committee that a great nurnber of' years ago I believe 200,000 I. 
was offered, if I am not mistaken, to the Grand Canal. if they would lower their 
tolls to the same degree that the Royal Canal lowered theirs. The answer given 
by the Directors was, that we could not k~ep our works and locks in repair if 
we lowered to that extent, and we refused the offer; but the Royal Canal, being 
·in great distress, accepted it, .1Ild they have since broke. The tolls on the 
Hoyal Canal are at zero, ours are at a greater rate in order to pay the neces· 
sary works and keepers for the preservation of the canal; but notwithstanding 
that, the proprietors htlVe had no dividend for many years. 

685. It is in evidence by ~ Ir . William s that boats go by the Grand Canal 
from Dublin to the point of the Shannon close to the entrance of the Royal 
Canal j how do you account for that, if the tolls on the Royal Canal are at ze ro, 
and the tolls on the Grand Canal are high ?-Because the Royal Canal is sub· 
ject to much more frequent interruptions j it goes through a much more dis. 
tlll'oed country. and in addition to that, our having the Shannon in our own 
hands, we are able, from the length of the way, to g ive a diminished toll; we 
give a3 it were a bounty on corn, flour. and so forth, that comes from a certain 
distance, which is an encouragement to traders. 

G86. \Vou ld not all that exist hereafter in any change we might make ?-\Ve 
should say not; if once t he thing was put upon :.I. new plan, the Grand Canal 
could not give those bounties, or hold them out. . 

68i. Then you are afraid .that the result of tl~ e Shannon bemg placed u~~er 
the superintendence of one Board would be hkely to lead to a competitIOn 
between t he Grand· Canal and the Royal Canal ; do YOLI not think the pub­
lic would be greatly benefited by that competition ?-I think competition, if it 
did not go so far as that the works of the canals should be neglected from the 

. competition preventing them having sufficient tolls. wOll~d do good. . 
688. Do you not think a fear of that kind is best obvlat~d by al~owmg those 

canals to depend upon their own resources, rather than dependmg upon the 
assistance of the Government, or anv extraneous resources ?-That would have 
been my advice at the commencement. but the mischief has been done bv the 
Government makinO' a rival canal and other works. 

6 89 D oes your Lordship consider under the present system the Gran 
H4 
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enjoys a modified monopoly of t he trade on the river Shannon ?- I do not think 
that they have a monopoly by any means ; but I think it necessary to prevent the 
mischief that wou ld arise to the m frolll tnHle being diverted to that place where 
Government has red uced the tolls to the extent t h<1t it has, or prevent other 
individmlls divelting th ~ tl'ade in differ~nt directio·ns. 

690. You have mentioned the erection of a dam neal' Killaloe ?- Bctween 
Killaloe and Lim erick. 

69 1. 'Vhich cut off the whole of the commerce of the southern pOI't ion of 
the river ?-Yes ; the im mense quantity of' corn that was stored at O'Brien's. 
bridge was sent to Dllblin by cars. 

692. That was pnt up by the Board of Works ?-By the Directors-Gener,1 
of Inland Navigation. 

693. Owing to whose remonstmnees was it removed ?-Th e l'cmonstmllces 
of the Di rectors of the G rand Canal Company, There may have been other 
communications to the Directors.General fo r aught I know. We remonstrated, 
and after a certain time, not very immediately, it was removed j 'but the traders 
had been disgusted away . . 

694. Are you aware lhat in a book published by Mr. William s, which has 
not been answered by anybody, he expressly charges them willl not having 
made any remons tnmce whatever ?-l react the pampl det, because I thought it 
an ingenious publication; blit 1 have no recollection of' that ci rcum stance, and 
if it struck me, I should have said it was a mistake, I know I did for one illdi ~ 
vidual, as a Di rector, make sarno remonstra nces. I was vcry angry at the 
time. I thought it an abominable thing. I was at \var with the Directors for 
that and other things, 

695. 'What wa. the ohject of the Directors in plltting it across ?-I suppose 
it was in tended to make some of the works on the L imerick Navigation more 
pertect. and they were very slow, a~ pubHc officers sometimes are, llnd careless, 
in these works; and they had a misunderstanding with the Limerick Navigation 
Company, and they left the dam nn immense length of time, which prevented 
use being made of a canal that was fit for lise. 

696. Can your Lord:-hip state positively, that youI' opinion is, in case the 
Shannon was rendered, according to your own expression, a King 's river from 
onc end to the other, that the profits of the G rand Can,al Company would be 
d im inished thereby ?- l lhink the profits of the Grand ennal Company would 
be liabl e to a considerable diminution li'om competition . 

697, You do not think that the increased trade that would accrue on the 
Shannon, from those improvements on the navigation, would am ply repay any 
casual loss that might arise ?-l would not say, in a leng th of time, it might not 
have that effect ; but in the mean time, t he Grand Canal being liable to many 
engagements, they might be ruined hy it. I al11 convinced that g reat advan· 
tage would arise from having everythi ng open, but, under th e unfortunat.e 
administration of such things in Ireland, the Grand Canal COlllpany have been 
'obliged to make such sacrifices that they ought to have SO Ili C ind emnity, 1 
really and conscientiously think, for the postponement of the advantages they 
might get in five yeal's , 
, (1g8, Do you think it a disadvantage to the public to have such a lin ~ or 
n:l\'igatio~ as, the Shannon in the hand~ of a pri vate company ?-I really t! 1II1~ 
so. I thillk It would be much better i f the whole of th e Shannon was a Kmgs 
' rivel', and any individual 01' company might make canals to j oin it j but I am 
qui te convinced the Grand Canul Comp.lllY coul d not exist if it was done 
without indem nity. I have been the greatest advocate to lower the tolls, bu t 
we shoull! become bankrupts before the additional trade woulQ put us in the 
situation that we are at present ; just as if a gentleman's estate is under lUorl· 
gage, he cannot lower hi~ rent if the mortgagee demands the whoh~ . 

699. The Grand Canal Company obstructe<! the pro~ress of the work for the 
Royal Canal to enter into Lough Rhea; was that under the Act that constituted 
them a company, or under th e Act giving them the Shannon p-It was under 
the Act constituting the Royal Canal Company. The Grand Canal Compauy 
'was instituted at the request of Government, and a g reat number of the fi rst 
·merchants ,nd men of respeclab;lity joined in that canal. When they had 
cal'l'ied their works on a consi derable distancE', there wns a dispute ; a (liffere,nce 
arose betw.een the Directors of the Grand Canal, and those who were left 111 a. 
Jlliuority ~et up a ri \'a.1 ~o the original wor~. In the C04rs~ Qf their conc~J'n, it 

was 
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was necessary to get an Act of Parliamcllt; that was opposed by the Grand Hil!hl Hon. 
Canal, and then, from a. feeling of justice and propriety, Parliament limited Lord 'CI1I1I/'VII:Y, 

them from entering the Shannon within a certain distance north of the en-
trance of the Grand Ci.1.nal. \Vhen the Government came to execute the Royal 19 July J8'34' 
Canal with public money. they wanted to get in by the river Inney, or at some 
point considerably to the south of Tarmonbarrj'; the Grand Canal Company 
stood upon their right, and the Royal Canal was driven more to the north; in 
fact, if the national interests had been considered, the Royal Canal wOIlld have 
gone north and south at right angles with the Grand Canal; but the Govern. 
ment became partizans to one of these Companies. 

700. Have you anything to state as to the Ballinasloe branch ?-It is likely 
to be a great benefit, but it has been a ruinously expensive thing to the Grand 
Canal, partly from the same causes as the Shannon navigation, and thel'e have 
been two dreadfully 1~1ischievou s breaches cut in it, and as it runs through a 
bog, .when the breach was made the canal closed in and became useless ; but 
it is benefi cial to the public, and if it be continued on to Lough Rhea, it will 
repay most amply: at lJl'esent it does not repay the interest of' the money ad­
van ced by ·Government fOl' its execution. 

701. You silid that you individually made several remonstrances about a dam 
being placed across the Limerick na.vigation ?-Yes. 

70'1., 'Vere you a director at that time, in 1812?-¥es, I have been in the 
direction uninterruptedly since 1806. 

703. You, as a proprietor in Limerick, prohably felt more interested in that 
part of the navigation than many other directors of the Grand Canal ?-I never 
thought of myself for a moment. 

704. You as an individual felt interested probably in the removal of that 
dam ?-Very much. 

i05, Are you aware that the Grand Canal, as a body, at that moment 
wished to send their navigation in a totally different direction ?- 1 am quite 
convinced they did not, becal1~e the navigation was finished at that time; it 
was finished to the Shannon, and it is for the purpose of pl'ofiting by the trade 
from the town of Limerick to Lough Allen 01' to Lancsboroug!l; 1 was inte~ 
rested as much for Lanesborough as Limerick: on the contrary, they were 
losers, and great losers. Any parties who leaned to the supporting of that dam 
must be traitors to the Grand Canal concern. 

706. That dam being thrown across effectually prevented the trade being 
opened; that is the supposition ?--That is a very improper supposition, for the 
great advantage to the Grand Canal Company is to have everything free and 
open. They would be very sorry that any individual should have it in his power 
now to say, "If you do not lower your tolls as low <1S the Royal Can<li, we 
will take the whole of the trade to Limerick;" that is a thing we should 
dislike. 

707. Are you aware that it is generally supposed that that dam was removed 
in consequence of the representations of the gentlemen of Limerick, and not 
of the Grand Canal ?-1 would rather say it was done in consequence of the 
representations of gentlemen in Limerick, and other individuals, because there 
was a kind of hostility between the Grand Ganal and the Directors-General of 
Inland Navigation, for the Directors of Inland Navigation entered into a partial 
feelinlT very much against the Grand Canal j but myself and others entered into 
it, and I urged it very much; but I would not l~ave belo~ged to the direc.tion 
half an hour if I thought them capable of any pnvate feeling, I have aVOided 
say ing anything of the Shannon as the means of draining the great central b~gs 
of Ireland, as the Committee desired I should do so, but I must say I Huuk 
the drainage more important still than the navigation. 

Mr. Thomas Rhodes, called in; and Examined, 

, 708, YOU were employed by the Board of Works to visit the river Shannon, :~k n", R;odu, 
and report upon it r-Yes, I was. 
, 709. There are some reports upon the table to which your name is attached ? 

-Yes, 
710. Have you seen any cause to modify any opinion expressed upon tho~e 

reports ?-No, I ain of the same opinio'n. 
i II , You were directed to consider the SI\annon question in a double point 

. i ~ 
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of'view, in respect to the dmillage and in respect to the navigation; supposing 
you had been directed to consider it with respect to the navigation solely 
would that h:l\'e made any alteration in the recommendation you made?-': 
None whatever j the drainage or reduction of' the water in the winter season 
is necessary to improve the mwigalion. 

71 2 . In the plan you have proposed for improving the river Shannon, you 
contemplate the making of locks different from those at present in use, and 
suitable for a larger class of boats, particularly !;team·boats?-Yes; by re­
ference to my report, it will be seen that I propose to construct the locks 
I SO feet long, 80 J(:!et wide, and at the least to have it constant depth of water 
at all times of six feet six inches. 

71 3. Can you state what reason indu ced you to recommend the construc_ 
t ion of' those larger locks ?-I consider the present locks much too small for 
th e present trade, particularly with regard to steam-boats. 

714. Do you mean to say that the steam-boats at present upon the Shannon 
find any difficulty in passing the locks at present in existence?-Yes j the small 
steam-boats pass the locks, but with difficulty in summ er, and tile large r ones 
ca.nnot ply beyond Lough Derg, or between K illaloe and Portumna. 

715. The steam-boats that pass through now, do they find any impediment ? 
- Yes, they do, particularly t hrough the canals and over the shoal parts of the 
r iver. 

716, From the construction of the canaI5?-Yes, from the improper forma ­
tion at' first, also the bad state of repair. 

717. Do YO Ll mean to say that there are slich impediments that no alteration 
ill the canals, short of making new ones, could adapt them for the present 
steam-boats ?-By reference 1.0 my report, it will be seen that the depth of 
water in summer time is not sufficient to get the boats along the canals, as ' 
over the sills' there was found on ly three feet nine in ches to five feet six inches 
water, and there ought to be six feet; and the canals are g reatly choked lip 
by t he side slopes slipping and washing down to the bottom; also the improper 
channel at the various shoals. 

71 S. Do you mean to say, that supposing the present canals were repaired, 
that the steam-boats coulclnot get through that are used at present?-Yes i it 
would admi t the small steam-boats, but not the large boats, or those drawing 
from three feet nine inches to six feet draught of' water. 

71 9, Distinguishing between the steam-hoats in the Loughs and those upon 
the Canal, the Committee are alluding to the small steam-boats ?-Even the 
small boat-Iii cannot ge t through the canals; in some places there are obstruc­
t ions in the canal, they are greatly choked up; there arc not more than foul' 
feet in the canals, and in some places, and along the shoals, considerably less 
in slimmer time. 

720. They do get through now r- Yes i but they are frequentl.Y obliged to 
empty thei r boilers of water. 

72 1. How can they work when the boi lers are empty?-Thcy tow them 
th rough the canal, (1,nd then load or fill the boilers again. . 

721.. Is that owing to the gills?-It is owillCT to the narrowness and shallow-
ness of the canals and various cuts. 1:1 

7"3. What is the depth of water through the present canals, gene rally ?-As 
I have alteady described; some place;, five feet, others foul' feet three inches, 
three feet six inches, and stiB less. 

724. The shallowest depth r-I do not recollect· it is down in the report, 
and marked on the section. ' 

72:, . You th.ink it is in~possib l~ to improve the present canals, so as to admit 
of a passage With convelllence WI thout unloadinCT even the steam-boats that at 
present ply ?-I do think it possibl e, by the alte~tions suggested in my report. 

726. In the plan YO ll propose, do you contemplate' that the larger steam­
boats that ply I1pon the Loughs, shol1ld p ly the whol e way ?- Yes; from Kil-
laloe up to Lough Allen, or particularly as far Ill' as Leitrim. . 

727· Supposing it was 110t considered necessary to improve the navigation 
for th~ passage, of sllch very large steam-boats as that, and that the smalici' cI?"ss 
~vas still used for the canals as at present, would that make any great alteration 
III y.ollr pb.n ?-No, I do not think it wou ld j only repairing the canals, I'e­
ducmg ,the s~oal s as suggested in my report., and keeping the works in a goml 
state of repUir j they would also require to make a clam at each of the falls, s~ 

as 
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as to keep lip the water in summer-time to a defined height, and let it escape 
during the floods. 

728. 'Vould you require an entire new system of locks for the passage of a 
smaller class of steam-boa,ts th an thos~ that ply upon the Loughs?-Yes; in 
some parts, some of the sli ls are too hIgh; they do not correspond with each 
other, that is. the uppel' f) ill of one lock with the lower si ll of the next; and in 
other cases I would take the locks down altogether, being of no use, when 
regulated by the dams or weirs. 

729. In all cases, and under all suppositions, you would require weirs to he 
placed ?-- Yes; at all the ditlerent fa lls. 

730. For the sake of the lIavigation solely ?-Certainly; there is not a weiI' 
upon thE' whole length of the Shan non for the due reO'uiation of its naviO'atiQlI . 

73 1. In the report that is on the table, you esti~late the total eXI~ll se of 
the improvements you suggest on the river Shannon, at 153,1681. Q s. 10 d. ~ 
- Yes, precisely that sum. 

732. That contemplates::1, larger class of steam-boats than at present ply 
upou the canals?-Yes, it does. 

733 . Can you state to the Committee what would be the expense of improv~ 
ing the river Shannon between Limerick and Lough Allen, in such a manner 
as that the depth of water should be the same ag is specified in the contract 
between the Grand Canal Company and the Directors of Inland Navigation 
ill 1806 I-i. 85.625 . 9 s. 3 d. 

734. In the Ia.rger sum, you include the expenditure for som e bridges in a 
dilapidated state, not connected with the navigation ?-Yes. 

735. I n the smaller sum YOlf in clude no bridges wlmteveL·?-No. 
736. The fact is, it is not necessary to improve :Lily of the bridges fOl'th e 

steam-vessels that at present ply upon the navigation ?-No, not the bridges 
across the river, only those across the canals, as mentioned in the report. 

737. What would be the saving in carrying one plan into execution com ­
pared with the other ?-£. 67,587. 135. 7d. 

73 8. Could you say what th e al terat ioll of all the bridges and the building 
of {lew ones, as proposed by you, amounts to, accord ing to your present plan?-

Altering Killaloe bri~2:e p - - -

R~building Ranagher bridge - - -
Altering the wooden bridge at Shunnon harbour 
Alte ring and underpin ning Shannon bridge 
Rebuilding Athlone bridge P - -

Altering bridge at Jamestown 

--

£. 

£. I. d. 
567 19 -

4,774 8 11 

550 
'2 1''14'2 
5.74'1. 
1,09'1. 

15,168 7 \I 

739. Does it include the improvements upon the Athlone Canal ?-Yes, it 
in cludes the canal. 

740. 'What is the bridge itself?--It is all connected together, and the weir . 
741. By looking over those estimates, you could see what relates only to 

bridges, and deduct it ?-Yes. 
742. Are you prepared to state that now?- It will take me some little time 

to extract from the report and estimate. 
743 . You wi ll put in as soon as you are able a statement of how much of the 

larger of the two sums you have just mentioned relates to bridges alone?-Yes, 
I will. 

Mr. Thoi, W odts. 

744 . D o you cOllsiJer it necessary to alter or improve any of the bddges if 
the naviO'ation is to be kept at the depth of'six feet six inches ?-It is necessary 
in all ca~es that the bridge:; should be repaired, and if you go upon an extended 
scale it is necessary to reconstruct and alte r the six bridges, viz . • at Killaloe, 
Banagher, Shannon Harbour, Shannon Bridge, Athlone, and J amestown, near 
Lough Allen. 

74j. What objects have you in constructing those bridg~sF-On account of 
constructinO' the weirs across the river, and deepening the fiver channel. 

746. I t i~ part of the plan relating to the weirs ?..,-Certainly, and to allow the 
water to escape with fi'eedom. 

747. If you keep the weirs in the minor plan must you not also keep the 
bridges ?-No ; probably it is not so necessarYI 

532 • [ • 748. If 
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748. Ir you say it is necessary to the keeping the depth of water at ' ix reet 
six inches, and the ' lesser plan contemplates that depth of water, surely the 
bridges mtlst be considered ?-Why, 1I0t so. 

749. Could you have the six feet six inches without the weirs ?-Certainly 
not. 

750. You said you could make the present ~cal e pcrfect without altering the 
br idges r-It is necessary jo repair them, bu t it would not make the work so 
perleet. 

7!i1. Do you not consider that the hri tlgcs prollucc a considerable backwater ? 
- Many of them do, by the archway being too small, and cause inundation to 
the la nti s. 

752 . And one of the obj ects you have in view by projccting those wei rs is to 
prevent too great a, backwater ?-Yes, by producillg a greater arCi.L the water is 
allowed to pass oft' with more freedom. 

753. You consider the smaller plan would be imperfect unl ess the bridges are 
l'epairecl ?-It appears absolutely necessary that the whole of the bridges shoulll 
he rcpaircd j but I should suppose these belong to the counties at large. 

754. Are you prepared to state what that is ?-l will extract from my esti-
mates and put it in. . 

755. What would be the effect produced by eithel' of those plans to which we 
have just alluded , lipan the mill sites on the river Shannon; would there he 
better mill sites than before ?-M uch better, as the cRect wou ld be more COil. 

~tant and uni form. 
756. In the course of your survey of the river Shannon, can you state to the 

Committee whether the shoals which impeded the navigation were snch as are 
produced by floods comi1lg down {i'OIll the tributary rivers, or were they oflong 
accumulation ?-They appear of long formatioll, their composition being chiefly 
lime-stone, gravel and clay. 
. 757. If once removed they wouhl not cause a'ny great expense in repair ?­
No, they wO;Jld not. 

758. Upon what basis do you found the necessity of having a larger class of 
steam-vessels than that which exists ?-By improving and forming a better line 
of communicatioll, thereby conveyi ng passengers and goods with more expedi­
tion than exists. 

759, Arc you aware of any navigation in the world where so large ~ clas~ of 
steamers is necessary as you propose?-Yes, several parts : upon the rive r 
Thames, the Clyde, the Humber, the Ouse, and various other rivers; also the 
Caledonian Canal, &c. 

760. Arc YOII aware that the turns in the river Shannon are so abrtlpt that it 
is doubted by those who at present trade upon that river whethp'1" they wouhl 
use a larger class of steamers, even if the locks were sufficient ly ~paciolls to 
admit them ;-1 think the river is sufficiently large for a much larger class of 
steamers than even the largest thnt plies on that Jiver. 

i6 1. Are you aware that the turns are so abrnpl?-Tht!y certainly appear 
abrupt in places, but they will not be too abrupt, when the suggested improve­
ments are carried into efiect, to take the lurCTcst class of steamers ; even the 
]~rgest that ply upon the Thames "light navigfl.te the most parts of the river 
Shannon. 

762. Are you awarc that the larger class of steamers can oll ly he used with 
coal, and the smaller class is workeci by means of the consumpt.ion of turf?-I 
do l1?t know any that use turf altogether for generating steam, not upon 
the flver Shan~on, that I am awa re of; if they do it is very recently. 

, i63· You ,still have a strong opinion tha t it woulrl be absolutely necessary to 
erec t the weIrs ),Oll propose at certain points ?-Decided ly so. 

764. To improve the navigation 1-Yes, it is the only and effectual means to 
keep the . water at the different levels to somewhat an uniform height. 

765. Could you state to the Committee shortly the grounds upon which you 
advocate these works ?-lu Slim mer time the water is too Jow, ca.used by the 
winter floods descen.ding and scouring out th e shoals of gnl\'el situated at the 
falls, where the Well'S Ollght to be erected, and in the summer.time the water 
<:annot be kept high enough to admit the vessels through the canals; it is there· 
lore necessary to construct capacious weirs, as suggested in my report, to keep 
th.e water at some defined height, and also to allow the winter floods to escape 
WIth greater facility. ' 

,G6. Would 
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766. 'Vould those weirs prevent the adioinin!!' lands being irrj fJ'ated or flooded ~l T' R' I '.J.... 0 ~l ' r. liDS. II()(. ts. 
tlming the winter?-No, they would not entirely prevent it; and if those lands 
are subject to be flooded for six to seven months in the year, these weirs lU JLlly 11:134. 
would be ~l means of' taking it oft' in three to four months, or even much Jess 
time, and it wOlild irrigate the land {Ot' l\ shorter period, and it is Illy opinion 
would produce better crops of' grass, &c., hath in quantity and quality. 

j67· 'Vhere are there any weirs built sim ilar to those you recommend ?-­
Ul rO~l al~nost every navigahle r!ver : there are som~ upon the l\.Iersey and InveH 
NavlgatlOll, J\yl' and Calder, Caldr.r and Hebble, nver Ouse, nver Weaver, and 
mallY others. 

768. Pl'~cise ly upon the same pIan ?-Yes, upon the same principle. 
i 69· Is It a new th eory of yours 1-No. it is nothing new; on ly the slnices, 

which 1 should recommend to be sell~actin (r . 
770. In the river, .. YOLI al!lldc to, are th~'e falls in those rivers:--Yes pre· 

cisely similar to the Shannon, ' 
771. Have you seen any weirs of that descript.ion with slui ces in them ?-. 

Yes, I have constrltcted them. Dy obtaining the present section or tile river, 
viz. depth and width, and then making a weir spacious enough in lIrea to the 
section of the river, t1lilt would enable the water to escape with the same 01' 

greater facility. 
772. Do you consider that the improvements YOll suggest on a large scale on 

the river would offer any lengthened interruption to the navigation of' the river ? 
• -Not the slightest. 

773. \Vould the smaller plan offer any interruption ?-Not the slightest, if 
the dams were constructed and the shoals deepened. 

774· With a larger description of steamers do you calculate upon anyagricul­
tura l produce of the country being carried down in them [-There appears little 
doubt when once the communication is complete, and :steamers introduced, trade 
will increase in these parts rapidly, both as regards produce of the country, and 
also in passengers. 

775. It would materiallyaffect the trade if yon had those larger sleamers 
.upon the Laughs, alld then had to change to smaller ones 1--Y cs, larger ones 
would tow other vessels up and down and carry produce at the same time; the 
small ones are not particularly adapted for such trade. 

776. Do you calculate upon the larger vessels carrying produce, pigs anu so 
forth I-Undoubtedly. , 

777. You hare said that neither of the plans YOli have recommended would 
cause any interruption on the Shannon; in the smail plan, do you 110t contem­
phlte altering some of the existing locks ?-I would take some of them away 
altogether, which would be useless by the projected improvements . 
.. 778. Even upon the smaller plan should you take away every lock ?-Not 
everyone . I should alter some and take away others, as described in my 
report. 

779. As far as altering locks, that would be an impediment to the trade ?-A 
very short period. 

780. How 'long ?-Not above a week, particularly the middle part bet\\·cen 
Portumna and Athlone j the upper part between Lanesborough and Leitl'im 
would require longer time. It would be merely taking some of the lock walls 
down and altering some of the sills; that. would not aBOI'd much interruption. 

i81. If boats drawing more than four feet six inches cannot navigate either 
the Grand or Hoyal Canals, why would you make the Shannon a navigation for 
boats dmwing six feet, when the great trade of' the country bordering on the 
Shannon would probably be cliverted towards Dublin and Liverpool ?-Upon 
the Grand Canal t he locks were mad e for six feet water over the sills, and also 
the Hoyal Canal; therefore they ollght to be the same depth. 

7H2. Can you state that of' your own knowledgoe r-Yes. 
783. Ought not the Grand Canal Company to remedy those intel"l'u ptions 

when they oceui' ?-1 consider it would be their interest to do so. . 
784. Cannot you consider ·a very extensive branch of tl'llde totally Indepen-

dent of the Grand and Royal Canals1-Yes, certainly. . 
785. D.o YOli not think by far the greater part of the trade would still alwrtys 

go either into the Grand or Royal Canal ?-Yes, I do. , 
786. ',"auld you give your reasons for that answer ?-Because it is more 

direct to England by way of Dublin; at the same time a considerable part of 
532. I j ---the 



Mr. ThOl. Rlwt/cs. 

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN DEl'Ol.tE 

the trade would go down to Limerick, because the dues would be cheaper that 
w~y, and by means of stea.m the voyage could be performed with more expe~ 
dition. 

787. It would be cheaper to send them 1.11' the can.I to Dublin than to ship 
them at Limerick for Liverpool ?-I cannot say that it would or wou ld not, as 
it depends upon circumstances . 

788. Do those lighter vessel ~ that n ::>w navigate on the river ride safely upon 
the Loughs?-Yes ; J never heard to the contrary. 

789 . There is no danger from the smallness of the vessel ?-No; they are 
the same sized vessels, made according to the dimensions for pnssing the present 
locks, and do 110t draw so much water, on ly about three feet six inches. 

7go. There is no danger arising from the smallness of size ?-[ should think 
not. 

791 . 'Vhen there is a high sea ?-No; at such t imes they are too small for 
towing vessels against a head·wind. 

792. Are not the Loughs subject to squalls that are dangerous to small ves­
sels ?- A steam-boat built accordi ng to the dimensions of the present sized locks 
is safe enough to navigate the Laughs, although not at a sufficient quick speed 
fOI' the general trade. 

793. Do you consider that the small class of steamers at present constructed 
for the canal are safe upon the Loug hs?-Yes, qui te so. 

i94. Why would you suggest nn entire alteration of the Shannon, and for 
the reception of a, larger class of vessels, when another class mny be used at less 
expense ?-The larger class being more powerfu l wou ld go quicker and nns\Ver 
better fo r towing. 

79.,. It is a question of speed 1-Yes, both speed and for towing vessels. 
796. It is meroly a question of speed ? ~Speed, and towing vessels with marc 

expedition. 
797. Is it not a mere question of speed t he sized vessel you shall have ?--It is 

both speed and tonnage; a small one would not carry the same. 
7g8. Will not a larger vessel necessarily tow a greater number of barge~?­

Yes, certainly. 
799. Would it not be perfectly possible to carry on the same amount oftraflic 

that could be carried on by larger sized steam-boats, by the smaller sized steam­
boats, even if an additional one was require{l?- Yes, it is on ly employing a 
greater number: the larger the vessel the more con1moclious and pleasant !ihe 
is tor passengers and the stowage of light goods, and I am of opinion would pay 
better than small steamers. 

800. You said a while ago it would occupy about a week to improve tile 
locks; do you mean to say that with all the improvements of the Shannon neces· 
sary to make the present navigation perfect. the navigation would not be inter· 
flIpted for more than i.l week ?--No more, particularly the middle part. 

80 1. SUPI)osing any improvements to be done all the river Shannon, do you 
think that t .10 works should be done under the superin tendence of the Board of 
Works 1-Decidedly. 

802. Why so more than under a private company?-I think they would be 
better performed and better looked after. 

803. Why do you think they would be better performed 1-The money 
would be paid more regularly, and there would be better inspection, and the 
whole carried on in l\ more systematic manner. 

804· Do you think that the Board of Works wouid have to contend with 
any difficulties in repairing the works when executed ?-No; not any that 
I am aware of. 

805. Do you not think inconvenience would arise from having to wait for 
the vote of the I rish estimates?- Yes j a difficulty mig ht arise in that Ca.6e. 

806. Are you prepared with anything to meet that difficul ty?- No, 
I am not. 

807. You :Ire aware of'the conditions under wh ich the Middle Shannon waR 
transferred to the Grand Canal Com pany , a:s to the depth of water and other 
conditions ? -..::. Yes. 

808. You have made a report that thoRe conditions have not been fllI fi,lIed ? 
- Yes, I ha.ve. , 

809 .. Are YOllprepared to state, m.erely wi th this object in view, what sum of 
money It would require to put the navigation into the condition ip which they 

covenanted 
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covenanted to put it, laying out of the question all you r other projects ?-I Mr. Thos.il.hodu . 
have stated t.hat before j it would take 81,,8501. for erecting weirs. deepening 
shoals, the variolls cuts, repairing locks and gates, &c. 19 July dl34. 

1') 10. Excluding aIL consideration of removing the locks, but merely putting 
the locks and navigation intd the state ill wh ich the Grand CUllal Company 
ought to have left it ?-1 am 110t prepared to answer that question j the parti­
culars are set forth in my report what is required to be dOlle. 

811. Do VOll consider that 5001. would come Hear to it?-I should think 
it would take 20,000 t. or upwards to do the work as specified. 

R 12. Have you seen the plans and section~ by which the Grand Canal, at 
the time they took possession of the Shannon navigation, contemplated to attain 
the depth of six feet six inches wate r, as they contracted to do ?-I have seen 
some of the plans and sections. 

813. Do YOIl think them insufficient to attain the depth that they contl':\cteJ 
to afford ?-I do. 

8'4. What alterations do yOllthink wOllld be required to give the depth that 
they contracted to give ?-To erect weirs at the difterent lulls, so as to regulate 
the water, and keep it near some defined height. 

815. Which they never contemplated doing ?- I suppose not j there are 
nOlle ere_cted at present. 

816. Then if the Board of Works were given the power to enforce the com­
pletion of that contract, and to insist upun the Gralld Canal Company having 
a depth of six feet over the sills of their locks, and six feet six inches depth of' 
water ill the canal, it would be necessary for the Grand Canal Company to 
erect weirs at certain places ?-I think it would, as they cannot make a perfect 
navigation without them. 

817. If the Grand Canal Company had prevented those injuries that arise 
fro111 the falling in of the sides, could a small sized steamer go to Dublin~­
No j the locks are too small for those steam-boats that ply on the Shannon 
Navigation. 

818. In your first report, you have given a report of the present state of 
Portumna bridge ?-Yes j with plans and sections tot rebuilding the' same. 

81g. Have you made any estimate of the sum necessary to repair it ?-- Yes, 
I have; and also for rebuilding it. 

820. Do you think that the repair of Portumna bridge is necessary for the 
navigation?-Yes, I think so; it is in a very dilapidated state. I sent an esti­
mate to the Board of Wurks; I have 110t a copy of it with me. 

82 1. Have YO Il seen the plans that were drawn up at the timp. that the 
Directors-General of Inland Naviga.tion proposed to undertake the works 
to open the navigation to Lough Allen ?-I have seen some of the sections, and 
also some of the plans. 

822. Do you know the depth of water contemplated by those plans ?-No, 
I do not remember the scale or size contemplated. 

823. Do you think there is any plan short of the one you propose, which 
you estimate" to cost 51,278l., that would give six feet six inches water between 
Athlone and Lough Allen ?-No; I think no other plan would give that depth 
of water to make it an efficient navigation. 

824. In proposing that a larger class of ste~me~s tban is at pres~nt in li se 
should navigate between Lough Allen and Llmenck, do you conSider that a 
great trade could be carried on in passengers and light articles, or do YOll con· 
sider that the greater part of the trade would be heavy and lumbering articles 
in which speed was not necessary ?~I should say passengers and light goods j 

also towing other vessels with bulky articles. 
825. Do YOli expect to get many passengers from Leitrim to Limerick?­

From Carrick, Boyle. and country towns and villages adjacent with the Shan~on. 
a constant intercourse would be kept up by steam-boats, so that the tran sit of 
goods and passengers would be cheap and expeditiously conveyed from the 
different places along the Shannon . . . 

826. In your reduced estimate, do you contemplate erectlllg SWiVel bridges 
across the canals ?-Yes. 

·0-0_/. 

828. 
82g. 

You include those in your estimate ?--Yes, certainly. 
At Athlone and Banagher?-Yes. 
You have not made any surveyor any examination of that piut of the 

I 4 Shannoll 
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Mr. TIM , RhOOt6. Shannon between Killaloe and Limeri~k, si nce your first report was published? 
. -N 0, I have not. 

19 July 1834_ 830. YOIl arc not aware of th e work~ completed, by th (' Limerick Navigation 
Company since that ?-l have not particularly notIced them, but I have seen 
some works going on at 0' Bl'icl)'s Bridge; the deepening some part of the 
navicration, and r;utting up some of'the loc k.ga.tes along the li ne. 831. Arc there any imperfections in the navigation existing between lime­
rick and Portumnal-There is a bar a li ttle below l')ortl.lmna ut Derry Island. 

832. Are there any important imperfect ions ill the navigation between 
L imerick and Portumna ?-N athing materia l or of great extent; there are some 
rocks stic kil1~ up .in Lough Del'~. in various PRI'~S, th~t require J ow~ring ; also 
beacons rcqllll'cd 111 ~ number of places, as clescl'tbcd III my report. 

833 . Do you consider th at if the improvc rn ents were eHceted on your re­
duced scale, that there would be <t con si der~tble sun) of money thrown fiway, 
supposing at any future' time it was thought advisable to extend the scale of the 
navigation ?- It would not be exactly t hrown away, but I think the extended 
scale woul d be decidedly the bcst in the end; upon sllch a g rand river as the 
Shanl1(1n, it is very desirable to can:y the proposed impl'Ovements, as described 
in my report, into efiect. 

834. Would not the sum expended upon it be exactly the su m thrown 
away; it wou ld not tend to the impl'oven'le nt under the g reater plan ?-No, it 
would not. do altogether rOf the g reater plan; the weirli would do, b ut it would 
be necessary to build larger locks, and make tile sectionul are!l of the canals 
larger, as shown in my report, plans, &c. 

835. Do you consider there is much apprehension of danger to the drain. 
age, that might resu lt £i'om the improvement of' the Shannon ?-I t would fac;i­
litate the drainage, also a. relluction of the win te r fl oods; because in winter 
time, when the banks are covered , it is difficult to navigate vessels, owing to 
the banks being covered, unless they are towed by steam j between Iv.lell ick and 
Athlone, [calculate that 50 square miles are inundated every year, for a Call: 
side\'able period. . 

836. Do you consider lowering the Shannon to the summer level would inju­
riollSly affect the navigation of any of the tributaries of the Shannon, s:uch as 
the Brisnn, the Suck, or the Boyle rivel'?-lt wou ld improve them, bccuuse the 
banks along them are so much inundated it is dilllcult to find the channel. It 
woul~ also i.mpq:lVe the mill sites on them. 

837 . Do yOlI. considcr that yoUI' extend ed plan would in n great mea­
sure facili tate the reclaim ing of the bogs in the neig hboLll'hood ?-I think it 
would considerably. 

838 . Do you consider that the reclaiming the bogs on any extended scale is 
practicable, without some slIch plan ?-1 think it would be a very great improve­
ment by taking the water ofl'them, p::uticularly along the verge of the river, as 
p roposed in my report j the wei r at Jamestown is a. very g reat evil, and inun­
dates the country about Cal'l'ick, Boyle to a vcry g reat extent . 

839· Are you sufficiently acquainted with th e Shannon to state at what lime 
t.~le fl oods generally take plate upon the ::ihannon ?-According to my obsCl'va~' 
t lOns! and according to the registry kept at Limerick and a long the line of the 
Shannon, it is about the lllonths of' Septem ber and October. 

840. But is it not \'cry liable to flood s when the people hav.c their hay half 
made, and to have it carried away in the night?-Ycs, it frequently happens, 
an d occasions great loss of pI'Opcl·ty. . 

S.p . Is the herbage \i cry luxuriant on the borders of the Shannon ?-[Il 
some parts ; there arc great districts of bog a ionO' its banks, but this is chiefly 
about the middle part. 0 

842. Unless a. g reat deal of money is expended. upon the Grand C '.\1l·al, llluSt 
they not unload the boats, supposing y01l1' extended plan i~ all opted, in going lip 
to. Limerick rl'O.lll th e canal ?--:- It will be necessary to load the barges to a cer­
tain draught of water for p,\ss ll1g the Grand and Royal Canals. 

843· If the navigation was impl'o~'ed, roads might be made to places to which 
no access Can be had now ?-Yes, 11l a great ma.ny parts. ... 

844. it would be a di fficu lt thing for the Grand Call al to make ·it fit for a 
larger class of steame J's ?-It would be a grellt alteration j next to maki ng a new 
canal. 

84j · You do not propose thal the steamer, should ascend the cUllals?-No ; 
they 
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they would tow t he barges to the entrances of the canals, and then they are r-.l r. Tlwl. Rhodef. 
towed by horses to Dublin, &c. &c. . 

846. Do you consider that, supposing the navigation of t he Shannon wa~ 19 J1l1y 1834. 
im proved, much greate r communi cation by passengers would take place than 
does at present r-There is not a doubt of it. 

847. Do you, kno~v of any existing int~rcoll\'se between the upper part of the 
Shannon ~nd LlIll enck ?-~ do not., I t hltlk there would be a g reat in tercourse 
by these Improvements; It wou~d lIlcrease and grow up considerably; when I 
was engaged upon tI,le, Caledol11an Canal, the re was no steam-boat pl ied from 
Glasgow to Fort ' Vllltam and Inverness j two or three years afterwards t here 
were three or four , and the inhabitants of Fort William are not above'400' 
therefore T am led to sllppose, by what I have seen in various parts of Enghuui 
and Scotland, that if the steam-boats were int roduced upon the Shannon up 
to Boyle and Carrick , that it would increase the traffic very much, 

848 . The weir you speak of, as having been so injurious to the naviCTatiotl 
how long has it been erected ?-I cannot tell. I , hould think many YC~IJ's' it 
appears to have been raised very recently. ' 

849. What depth of water- do you contemplate for the small steamers?­
Six feet six. inches in the canals, and six feet upon ' the sills of gates j they 
would have the same draught of water in both cases for the large and small 
canals. 

8jo. In one case you would consider it advisable to increase the breadth, and 
in the other not ?-Th e length of the lock should be 130 feet, and the 
breadth SO feet , and six feet over the si ll s ill the d ryest seasons. 

851. That would be only in the locks ?-Yes. 
852 , The navigation would remain the same ?-Yes, preciselv in depth ~ix 

feet six inches, aud the section as described in my R eport . • 
853' Do you not consider that it is advisabl e that the nav iga tion of the 

Shannon should be on a larger scale than either of the canals, on aCCOlill t of the 
necessity of employ ing steamers as tug-boats on the Shan nun, which does not 
exist on the canals?-Yes, it should. 

8.')4. If you were asked on what scale YO li would consider the present navi ­
~ation of t he Shan non between Lough Derg and Lough Rhea, you would say 
tour feet three inches ?-No, I should say six (~et six inches to make it 
efficient. 

855, 'Vhat do you consider at present existing on that line of navigation is 
the minimum depth of the scale ?-In some parts it is not above three l~et six 
inches; t he parti culars are stated very fully in my Report. 

85G. Are you aware of the depth of wate r that the present steam tug-boats 
draw? - Three feet six inches to three feet nine in ches . 
. 85 7. F or the purpose of convey ing passengers, would it not be desirable to 

have a larger class of' steamers than that?- You migllt have steamers of a very 
large class that draw no more than th ree feet si"x inches : it depends entirely 
up!ln the build 'of them . . The lighter you can make them draw the better; 
meeting'with less resistance they !>kim over the ",'ater, and do not require so 
much power to propel them as a large draft. 

8sg. \\fill you have the goodness to draw out an estimate of what expense 
would be ,required to obtain five feet of water over .the si lls of all the locks from 
KiUaloe to Lough Allen, marking how much of this sum would be applicable in 
future, supposing six feet should be arterwards required ?-It will require the 
sum of. 71.,354 t. 11 s. 3 d. to make the navigation efficient from Killaloe to 
Lough Allen; the Limerick Navigation is in the hands of the city of D ublin 
Steam Navigation Company. The greater part of th is sum would be appli­
cable in case of increasing it to six fee t water. 

8,19. Do you consider that the difference would be very g reat ?-No) it 
would not be very great ; but five feet would n~t a.nswer so w~1l as the large 
scale; it is reducing it too much on so fin e ,rr na.\'JgatlOn, as ~he I'I ve ~ Shannon. 

860. 'Vhat is the depth of the p resent LlIllenck navigatIOn 1- SIX feet over 
the sills. 

86 1. At all events, you are prepared to say that the saving of expem'e would 
not be equal to , the lo!t3 of benefit from the diminution of the depth ?-Cer. 
tainiy. 

53" · K 



Lord Viscoun t 
Cleltll:Jlts , M,I'. 

' 9 July . 834· 

66 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN DEFORE 

Lord Viscount CI~ments, a Member of the Committee, Examined. 

862. ARE you acquainted with the district of the Upper Shannon, and can 
you state any particulars relative to t he trade of th at district, and whether any 
improvemenL has occurred therein lately?- I have latte rly become well 
acquainted with t.he district at the ex tremity of' the Upper Shannon, where it 
borders the county of L eit rim ; and thoug h I cannot give the Committee as 
many detai ls connected with the tJ'ade of the dist rict as many other persons, 
whom it is too late to summon as witnesses, ] can state generally, that it is 
much improved, and though there is the gl'catc~t poverty in that neighbour_ 
hood! owing to the awful numbers of the population, and to the depression 
which ha .. " taken pl ace in the pr ices (If agricultural produce, we manage to keep 
our heads above water, by means of the increased facilities which have been 
afIoreJed to trade. 

S63. I n what articles has this improvement principally show n itself?-The 
most obvious improvement cOIl :) ists ill the g rowth of wheat. When I first knew 
the county of L eitl'im, ill 1 8~5, there was hardly any wheat g rown in that 
county; indeed 1 do not remember to have seen a sillg le patch of wheat. It is 
now a very general crop. The ex port of oatmeal has much increased latterly; 
the proprietor of the mills at Jamestown informs me, th ,lt 1,800 tOilS of oatmeal' 
have been manufilctured at that es tablishm ent alone, within the last year, and, 
that most of it has gone to L ancasl lirc. The tl'allc in pigs has also improved, 

864 , T o what do you att ribute the increased growth of wheat ?-I attribute 
it to all extenf:.ion of the Royal Canal to the town of L ongford; a tralle in 
wheat commcnced on the Royal Canal in the ycar 1827, previous to which 
time the fimners hall supposed that theil' so il and climate were not equal to the 
growth of whea t! but when th e canal waR extended to Longford, i~ 1880, which 
town presented the advantage of a good market} anll wilen substan tial buyers 
offered themselves, the fa rmers all began to make the ex periment, and during 
the last three years, the growth of wheat has extended fi'om the county of 
Longford into the county of Leit l' im, for a considerable distance, an d it is now 
a. general crop. 

S6S· Do you th ink the growth of wheat would be much encouraged in the 
neighbouring counties, if the navigation'of the Shannon was improved ?-From 
what I have seen under my own eye, I can have no doubt that the growth of 
wheat may be inc l'eased in a surprising degree, if a market can be obtained for 
it, by means of water carriage. 

866. Does the improvement you have described act upon the revenue?­
Great fac ili ties given to trade :nust act sensibly upon the revenue of the district 
improved. Longfol'd is a remarkable instance of this. The increase of the town, 
wi thin the last two years, has been surprisiwl', and has been more rapid, in pro­
portion to its size, than anyth ing I have ;ver seen in the inland parts of Ire-
1and. The increased consumption of' timber is very great, and where new 
houses are built with foreign timber, there must be an increased consumption 
of all taxable articles within those houses_ 

86 7. 'Vas there any exertion previolls to the year 1827 to establish the growth 
of wheat, and to what do YOIl attribute the fililul'e?-The Messrs. \Valsh, of 
Dm msna, built a fl our-mill at J amestown, on the Shannon, which was supposed 
t<? have been the only thing wan ling to sti mulate the growth of wheat, but ~t 
(lId,not sl1ccee?; they ex pected to have derived great advantages by the naVJ .. 

gatlOn of the flver, but the existing sblte of the Government works caused dis~ 
a~pointl1lent, and to th i51, in a great measure, I unders tand, th ey attribute the 
failure o~ the scheme. The mill, is now advantageously used for g rinding oat­
meal, w!lIch leaves a smaller capital embarked in the l1nce l'tainti~s of the Shan­
non n~\'ig~tioll . 'Fhe Mc~sl's. Walsh buil t two boats themselves to bring wheat 
to. th el~' md ls} bu.t 111 . the wlIlte.1' the winds prevailed, so as to create great unce~­
t~lIlty 111 t he naVig atIOn, and 111 the summer there Wrl!\ not sufficient water, so 
they gave lhem LIp, I · should wish to call the attention of the Committee to a 
curio~s Lett.er, pu.bli sh ~d in n pa l~rh l et by 1\11'. Bermingham, which describes 
the. difficulties. which Lleu,tenap t 1 ully unde l' ~vent in attempting to take so:ne 
g ram up the fiver from Llmen ck to these mills, and which shows also how m .. 
competenl a Board constituted by Government must be to frame regulations 
lor the details of trade. 

EXTR;<\.CT 
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EXTRACT of a Lelter from Lieu t. J ohn '1'l1l1y, R.N. on the State of the ShOlI1J01l, 

Sir, " . . . KiHnloc, June ~7th, 1831. 
I SHOULD consider It,a d,creilc,tlOll o.f my duty If I omitted writing to you respecting the 

present state o~ the navigatIon of the nver Shu,nllon, from Shnll110n B arhom to JamestolVn. 
On the 7th l~ st. three boats star,ted from Kill aloe, with about 30 lOllS of wheat each, for 

Jamestown, WlllCh was only ~\Vo-.tll1rds of wha~ they could have taken provided there was 
no want of water, or the navigation had been III good order : however, from Mr. Barklie's 
statement, r only had them loaded to draft 3 feet 4 inches, and 0 feet 6 inches, to enable 
them to travel comfort~hly .. On our journey upwnrds (having accompanied them myself) 
we encountered some difficultIes between Shannon Harbour ami Athlone. such as bad fords 
with innumerable detached rocks lying in the very centre of the Cflt, which made it botl~ 
diflicult and dangerous to ascend the fords. I must here remark , that those rocks and 
other impediments could be removed. wilh c~mparati.vely li ttle expense. There is one cut, 
called High Ford, near Shannon Bridge, which requll'cs a capstan, being a very rapid cur­
rent there: .we, however, got to Athlone. nfter a long passage, from the state of the river. 
On our arnval at Athlone, the three boats (althouO'h not drawinO' more than 3 feet 
G inches) stuck fast in the canal: sumee it to say, w~ had to lighte~ them considerably 
to enable them to gE't through the canal into Lou<rh Rhea. The steamer had to licrhten 
also. We crossed the Lake with the three boats iri tow of the stenmer: such a sight ,vas 
never before witnessed on. that Lake, .although there are a few beacons and buoys wanted 
on some bad rocks and Islands , winch could be done at little or 110 expense. On our 
arrival at L::mesborough OU I' troubles only COtnnlellced, which induced me to remain with 
the boats to see it out: 1 lightened two of the boats to 2 feet six inches find 2 feet 8 inches, 
and put their cal'1?o into them, being obli O'ed to uso some stratacrem, not havincr any boat to 
hire. The canaliS filling up filst; the "~ry walls on its banks ~re falling into Oil. We had 
to take almost the whole cargo out before we could geL the boats tbrou<>h. .t'\lthouO'h th e 
Board of Directors·Geliernl mllst have known very liltle of the state of t1~c navigatiun!:. when 
that part of their regulations was ff'lllled, and which was rigidly enforced, that 1 should 
not be allowed to discharge a single !lack of wheat. either ill the lock or in any part of the 
canal. though it was the shameful sLate of their naviga.tion which rendered it necessary. 
We were obliged to hnul out into the lake to tran,;hip. with the greatest difficulty and danger, 
and after six days hard labour, I got two boats to DrUlllSlla . 1 had there to hire two boats 
of a man of the name of Blanchefield to take 40 tons, out of the boat which was left behinLl · 
at Lanesborough, to Jamestown. To describe the labour J had with th e two fi rst boats 
would fill a volume: besides, 1 had to hire a store at Richmond Harbour for a few days, where 
I met, I conr,eive, with great imposition. I was allowed to land one small boat, with only 
27 sacks of corn, and then stopped: [was charged 58. for landing these few sacks, and so 
Oil, on account of the neglect of the navirration . Altog'ethel', it was the most vexatious 
trip that could possibly be. The Governm~nt or Directors-General should he called on to 
pay the expenses incurred. They had a dredo-e·boat at work Just January, when the water 
was high j now they have none, wIl en it is lo\~. and when it mi;;ht be useful. The beacOJ ls 
are all washed away or stolen, and a parcd of stones and rocks left behind in their place. 
wh ich increases the danger considerably. No person to look after or take the least care of 
anything; and although they exa(·.t their tolls, the lock-keepers throwing every obstacle in 
the way: [, however. persevercu, unu accompl ished the voyage. 

John Tull!J. 

868. Is there much trade on the Upper Shannon at the pre!>ellt moment ?-­
There is a regular trade established with Dublin through the Hoyal Canal J but 
it struggles against great difficulties. Tile boats of Messrs. Farley a~d Killianl 
start twice a week fi'om Dublin to Drumsna, Jamestown and Carnck on the 
Shannon, but we have no intercourse with Athlone or Limerick, solely on 
account of the imperfection of the navigation . Carrick has impro\'~d in ~ re­
markable manner from the limited trade which has already established Itself 
there; but the greater portion of the produce of the adjacent country ~ s car­
ried overi:lI1d to LOllITford, and almost all the heavy go.odsJ such as tImber, 
slates, iron &c. are bro~ght across the Curlew mountai ns from Sligo; these latler 
articles will be brought up from Limerick at a very diminished cost, whenever 
the steamers are enabled to pass AthloneJ and great facilities will . b~ thereby 
given to the improvement of the counties of'Roscommon and .LCltnm. The 
freight from Dublin to Drumsna is now]5 s. a tOil. The freight hom Lime~ 
rick ought not to be more than a third of that money . 
. 869. In what state is the navigation o~ the river that h~s come under your 
Immediate notice ?-The greatest complamts are made of It by all those con· 
cerned in the trade. The most obvious repairs are negl ected j but I need 
only corroborate the Report which Mr. Rhodes has made to Government; the 
work!> " look as if they belonged to nobody." . . 

870. If the navigation was in the hanch of a private company, what Improve· 
ments do you think they would undertake, with a vie~v to th.e prompt ~epay­
ment of the money so laid out by them ?-They would llnmedlatcly repatr the 

.532. "- 2 works 

Lord Viscount 
ClemC"llts, M.? 

J9 July 1834. 



:Lord VilCOunl 
.eJm/rllls, )./,P. 

(is MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE 

,works at present existin~ on that po.rtion ofth~ Sh~nnon which lies between the 
entrance of the Itoyal Canal ami Athlolle ; this Illlght be done at a very tJ'ifiinO' 
expense, for the most necessary works are all there, though they are falling t~ 
decay, and are blocked up by neglect, Theil' restoratioll would not put the 
llavirration in a pertectly satisfactory state, but it would enable the steamers to 
com~ lip during higl~ water {o~ the six winte.r months, whicl.l is the pel:iod dming 
which the most active trade IS always carned on; and tillS would give slich an 
additional impetus to the trade of the Upper tihannon, as would enable the 
navigation to maintain itself alit of the tolls. 'Ve should thereby obtain, not 
only access to the Limerick timber market, but the use of steamers wOllltl en­
sure certainty and punctuality in our dealings with D1Iblin. This is what- the 
Directors-General of Inland N:wigatioll oug ht to have dOlle 1on~ ago; it was 
their bounden duty, No private company could helve overlooked this essential 
Qbject, without which the navigation canll ot pay j but a l"lublic Board have fifty 
other things to think of, and are not socompetent to do the thing ~conom i cally, 
or to trelJ.t with the Inland Navigation Company, the Canal CompanieS', or 
other parties who may, be indirectly benefited. If a private company held this 
navigation, and had a tolerable capital at their disposal, they would nexf 
remove obstructions in t1\e bed of the river, which might,be ' done for vcry little 
money, and they would afterwards endeavour to Ret a uniform depth of water 
over the sills of th e locks, at all seasons. M·r. Rhodes proposes a plan which 
:lims a~ getting a dCHth of six feet, but even five fcet depth would, enabl~ hoats 
of70 or 80 tons to navigate the river, and would float all the canal boats. 

871. Do you suppose that th ere are any pecul iar advantages fbI' the imme­
diate cJ'eation of tra(\e on the Shannon above Tarmonbal'l'Y r- -There are marly 
reasons for supposing that the advantages attending the improvement of the 
navjgatio.n would be more immediate on this part of' the Shannon than on any 
Qt\ler pa"t of its course. There are more roads to the river side here than there 
are. lower, down; of. the 13 towns and villages on the river between Lough 
Allen and Limerick, eight are above the entrance of the ROY{l1 Canal; these 
are, Drurnshambo, Leitrim, Carrick, Jam estown, Dnllnsna~ Drumod, Ruskey 
and Tarmonbarry; and of'these Drumshambo, Carrick and J amestowll have 
increasing markets j each of these places would form a centre for the imme~ 
diate, diffusion of the blessings of trade. There :.Ire here seven bridges ,ucross 
the riveI', with roads leading into the county of R oscommon, so. that the 'western 
.md more distant side of the stream would ha.ve immediate access ,to <imfJ'rdved 
markets. 

872, Do you be1ieve that any considerable trade could be carried o,n in the 
mineral productions of the northern district of the Shannon ?--The consump· 
tion of lime as a manure is daily increasing since the introduction of wheat, and 
is absolutely neces5al'Y for the proper cultivation of the land. There are large 
lime-kilns in the neighbourhood of Drumshambo, which have brought dO\\'l'l"the 
11rice considerably by lI sing the native coal tor fuel instead ·of' turf as form~r1y. 
This impOI'l.a.llt malll1l'e might be ' conveyed by water at a. tl'ifling expeiise~ 
There is a qualTy of the whitest freestone situated in the connty ofH~oscommon, 
two mi,les from Battle-bridge, Wllich, from the dillicult.y of conveying it over 
)~~ld\ IS alm?st Il~lknown., th~lIgh it yielUs ~tone of very large scantling: , I 
WIll say notblllg ot the Angna. Iron-works, which have not been in good r~p~)te 
for some years, though the failure experiellced there has been par t ly owing to 
the sta~e of this navigation i but I may mention that there is a. veiI1 of the 
fineEt Iron IIpon the very edge of th e J'ivcl', on MI'. Nisbett's Pl'Opetty 'nl.!ar ' 
DI"IIIllOd, 80 miies, nearer Dublin than Arigna. This ore ' ~las beell'examinr,d 
by Mr. Buckle. of the firm of Buckle and Johnston'. mineral a"ents near ·BII· 
mil~gha1l1, and 1 am informed that he considers it' of sllpeJ'jor~quality to ·that-: 
wh~ch they get ~rom Cumberland, for the pl1ip~se of making tin plates, artri·for 
wluch they pay 2.5 $. a ton . . I. am ~lso informed 'by Mr, \>Villiam's that i~ ' mig~e 
probably b6 taken down to LImerick for .Qs. ,6d. a ton.,.excl usi.ve .00.tI1O''1011 
that !night be charged; so I should think it might easily be brought intd1tom 
petll'ron WIth the Cumberland are. 

' 8.73· Are there any other reasons which should induoe\ the Govef'nment· to' 
take up the question of the improvemellt of this naviCTation wirhout,loss 'of"time¥ ' 
-The pnc~rtainty in which, the public are placed 'a;' to the ,fate .. of thi& .im~or{­
ant ?avJga.t1o~ checks all private speculation in -the neig hbourhood 'lOf the rIvel', I 

for IIlstan.ce. 1f the Shallllon could be blocked up. it might answer very well to · 
. extend 
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extend the L ongford Canal in a direct ion parallel t<;l tll e course of the river 
t hrough the cou nty of Leitrim, and a line was surveyed by 1rIr. Kill ally, goin~ 
throug h t,he to~\' n ,of MO~lill, with th,a t oLject,;, but if private speculation was to 
s~cceed In effectll1~ thiS, and a liberal Spln t s hou ld afte rwards improye the 
Silannon, ·the superior advantages offered by opening the course of that st ream 
would divert trade from th e :Mohill Canal, and injure its proprietors. Again, 
i t is much desired to g ive Roscommon the advantages of a canal comm ulli (:a~ 
l ion, and i f the Shannon was to remain in its pre:;ent state, it woulJ be advisa. 
ble to exten d the canal 12 miles to Cloolldrah, oppof; ite the ent rance of the 
Itoyal Canal; bllt i(a ve ry trifling improvement should take place in the navi­
gation of t he ri ve r, th e canal ought to be cut in a d iffe rent direction, to Cl'it 
Bay, on Lough Rhea, which would be fOlll' mil es and a half shorter. Govern ­
ment should take care that private speculation be not checked in thi s m:llliler. 
and shoulJ make up their minds either to finish and restore t he works al ready 
begun by the public, or hand over the rights w hich they po~sess to a priv:uc 
company; and th is should be done without los;; of time, for it, really will be a 
great hardship upon the province of Connaught, and the other counties inte­
rested, if improvements so important should he d elayed for any length of t ime, 
when they can be effec ted at such a very tri fling expense. 

874· Do you think that any private company could be found to undertake 
the main improvements required out of their own fUlHls, and submit to sll ch 
control as \'r'ouIJ check the injurious exercise of their excl usive rights ?_ I 
have many reasons fo r wishing that the necessary works should be execu ted by 
Government Ollt of the public purse. It is a splendid national object, and it 
requires HOW such a very sm,,\1 comparative out lay to finish it. thac 1 shou ld. be 
sorry to fiee the whole c redit of the undertaking reaped hy a priva te company, 
when t he main ex pense has already been incllrred by the public, under a grant 
of the Irish Parliament. l\1oreover, t he towns and the traders on the river will 
always feel j'ealous of this priva te company, however it may advance their 
interests, am will think that more good might have been e fti-~cted if the ri ve r 
had been left, as originally intended, a free navigation. They will conside l' 
themselves ill-treated by Sti ch an a rrangement; but if it was a question whether 
the counties should pay the whole expense of the works, or whether the navi~ 
gation should be placed in the hands of a private company, I should decide for 
the latter; and in that case, 1 am informed that there would be no difficulty in 
finding a J oint Stock Company willing to fini sh this navigation, and repay them­
selves out of the toll s. I understand that the Royal Canal Company would 
consider themselves ill-ttsed if the navigation was given into other hauds than 
thei rs : the Grand Canal Company and all the traders would also be exceed­
ingJy jealous of such an arrangement; but the R oyal Canal Company unfortu­
nately have not sufficient capital to undertake it themselves, so I fea r they a rc 
out of the question, and that it would be absolute ly necessary to form a !lew 
Company. 

875. What objections do you see to the counties being called on to repay th e 
expense of the works ?-I see no very g rea t 'objec tion to t he landed proprietors 
and the inhabitants of towns in the immediate vicinity of the ri,'er being com ­
pelled to r epay the expense, but I d o not know any mode of' effecting that 
object conveniently . The present cess-paye rs shoultl not be called upon fo r 
any part of the expense, I object on principle to increasing the amount of 
county cess, when it is so notoriolls that it is insufficient to meet the claims 
already imposed upon ·it, and as it is a direct tax upon some of' the poorest 
classes of t he community. I should not object so much to raising the required 
s um by a land tax levied directly upon the landlords. But even in that case 
there would be some injustice, for some landlords at a distance from the stream 
would never reap a fa rthing advantage from t he expenditure, and at all events 
the traders of all sorts, both on the rive r and in England, would benefit more 
immediately by the outlay than the landed inte rest could. . 

876. If the cess-payers in Connaught, and the manufacturers In England, 
were separately consulted, as to their willing~ess to pay a small di~ect tax for 
the completion of this work, which do you tlunk wo~ld most readl.ly consen t 
to it ?- fhe English manufac turers would more readily consen t to It than the 
cess-payers. They would get, by one a~d the same means, c.heap food, :\I1d a 
new market for their manufactures ; and 1t would be much ea~Her to explam the 
advantages of this to an intclligent !Vlanchester man, than to some of the poor 
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cess-payers, who live as much as 80 miles fi'om the river, and who cannot 
understand the indirect advantages to them of ovening th e Shannon; but really ' 
the expense required is so trifling , in comparison with the advantaO'cs to be ob_ 
tained, that 1 am sure neither the English nor the Irish public wOould quarrel 
about the mode of repayment , provided the Government would but open the 
navigation at once_ It is at "resent in thei,- hands, and they neither finish it 
themselves. nor allow other parties to do so, 
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