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MANCHESTER SPEC IAL COMMISSION (186i). 

RETURN to un Address of the Honoun~blo The House of Commons, 
dlLted 24 July 1877 ;-for. 

"COPIES of the R ECORD of the CONViCTION of William O'jl!lara, A.lle1t, 
Michael L arhin, William Gould. T ltorn.QS M cGuire, and Edward Sho1'e, at 
the Special Commission held at lUanclteste}' in the Months of October and 
November 1867. for the MURDER of Serjeant Bntt :" 

H Of any R E PRIEVE 01' P ARD ON gl'aDted to Thomas J.l1aguh·c:" 

" Of any LETT:I!R or LETTERS written by the Secretary of State fO L' t he Home 
DEpartment, communicating the fact of such PARDON :" 

It And, of the CONVICTION of flficltael ])avitt and John Wilson at the Central 
Criminal Com, in the Month of July 18iO." 

COPY of the RECORD of the C ONVI CTION of William O'Mara All. n, Michael 
L arkin, TVilliam Gould, Tlwmas McGuire, and Edward Shore, at the Special 
Commission he.1d at Mancllester in the Months of October and November 
] 86i, for the MURDER of Serjt>ant Brett. 

L ANCASH IRE, to \Vit. 

BE it remembered that at a Special Session of Gaol Deli-rery held at the 
Assize Courts in Manchester in and for the County Palatine of Lancaster on 
Saturday, the Twenty-sixth day of October, in the year of our Lord One thousand 
Eight hundred and Sixty-se\'en, before Her "Majesty's trusty and well-beloved 
Sir Colin Blackburn, Imight, and Sir John Mellor, Imight, J ustices of the 
Delive.ry of the (hoi of the said County Palatine of certaiu prisoners therein 
beiug; 

Upon the oaths of 23 good and lawful men of the body of the county afore­
said, then and there sworn and charged to inquire for ollr said Lady the Queen, 
and for the body of the said county; 

It is presented in manner and form following, that is to say :-

LAN CASH IRE, to " ' it . 

The jurors for our Lady t~e Queen upon their oath present that William 
O'Mara Allen, Michael L arkin, W·illiam Gould, Thomas MCGI,il"c, and E dw(wd 
Shore, on the Eighteenth day of September, in the year of our Lord One thousand 
Eight hundred Bnd Sixty·seven, feloniousl)', wilfully, and of their malice afore­
thought. did kill and murder one Charles Brett, against the peace of our Lady 
the Queen, H er Crown and Digni ty. 

And now at this same Special Session of Gaol Delivery of our said Lady the 
Queen, held as aforesaid, the said William O'Mara. AUen, Mich9.el Larkin, 
' Villinm Gould, Thomas McGuire, and Rdward Shore, in custody of Thomas 
Dicconson, esquire, sheriff of the said county, to whose custody they were before 
for the cause aforesaid committed, came in their own proper persons, and by 
the said sheriff were brought to the bar, and having had hearing of the indict ­
ment aforesaid, they, the said William. O'Mara Allen, Michael Larkio, 'Villiam. 
Gould, Thomas McGuire, and Edward Shore, each saith he is not guilty of the 
premises aforesaid in the indictment aroresaid above on him alleged, and of the 
O"ood and evil thereof doth put himself upon the country. And Sir Johu 
Buraess Karslake, knight, Attorney General for OUI' said Lady the Queen, whu 
for ~ur said bady the Queen, here in this behalf prosrcutes, doth so likewise. 

Therefore let a jury, &c. And the said last-mentioned jury by tbe said sheriff 
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returned, cml':ll1dlcd, :tllli s~\·or ll ,.in wil, 1\\'I·lIc' ~I HIII : lIH ~ b\\fnl 111('11 of the 
hody or the eOllIlty :!fOI'C':" L\cl, IW III!!; c:alll'll. \'nlUc·. aLld hC 'lIl~ {'lI n.l'g'l'lI, c'iected, 
and swom to try :mcl Slwak till' 11'11111 III and UpOIi lIlt' pn'III1 :,C'S :dOl'l,:\.dc l in the 
indictmcnt afol'c'~:licl. npoll Ilwil' 0:11.11 :o>ay tical Ill!' ~:c id Wil1i:lIlI O'\lal'a .J\ilen 
Michael Larkin, William (:oulll, ' 1'1111111;1:0> .\ I d ; II in', :1111 1 Ec l \m}"(j SllUl'c" are, :l.Ild 
each anel cvery of them is ;,:-ull1)' of thl' JlI'l!lIIi :-(c'~ lI!" }I'l'sai li ill the illclictmellt 
aful'C'saici ahove on tlH'1Il :dlc';,:-c 'e!. 

"Vhen'upoll, all :nul sin~ltla r 1111' ]l 1'C 'IU1 :o>t':' hC'II1~.:' ~1'c'lI ;]Iul IIIICIC'I':,towl lly this 
Comt here, 

It is cllnsie1<..'I'('cl and ncijnd.u;c'd !l.r Ihi:o> COllr! lWIT, Illat. 1111' said Willimn 
O' Mara AlI e' ll , jVl idnu'\ Lilr ldll, \\,ill i:nll (;ould, 'I'h o lll:I "; i\ld '; Hil't~, and fi:liward 
Shon~. he :,en'ra lly I lall.~I'cl lIy II Il' IIP<"I .. 1Iutil l1h'Y Iii ' dc 'ad, ;Ill cl t.heir hodies 
lmricd wi l lsill thc' In'(~ci Heb of 11 11' pri :'!l ll ill \\' lJic·11 liwy shal l bc ~ la:-;t. continl.'d 
after t.heir l'c:' t)eetivc cClII"i(:1 il. l\s. 

Pursuan t 10 Ill(~ prU\' I~il1l1:-;!lf all .\d llI a clc' :1111[ \lOI:-; :" C'C[ ill 111{' Session 
of l'al'liallll'lIl hc ·1e1 i ll l i1l' 1'011 1'1 1'1 '11111 !lwlllfl,l'c'l clls years of the 
l'cigll of ] !tor ,\ I ajt·s t y (J III ' C' 1I V itot 01' ia. 1 'II I i Ill'll , ".\ 1\ A c:\; to amend 
thc: Law of J I~dd('lIt' C '," 1 Itl·n·hy c'c'dify IIl1d!'!' III)' llallel that the 
fOl'l!going P:II'('I' i:, a 11'111' ('liP)' of tis" )'1'c'lInl or l Ilt' i!t(lictment, 
Ir illl, and t'lllIdl'l i " lI :' li t', :11111 lilt , jlld.!.';J llt ·llh U)lllll, Ihl' before_ 
n;ewecl \\,illi:11H O" l ilra Alit- II , ~lil'il:1t'1 1.:lrl,;ill, WIlliam Gould, 
TllOllla ,~ I\I«-CI( II'I ', anel I':chran l :--1 1101'1', fJl11il t iuJ.; IIH' formal pal'ts 
of the: :-aicl n ·t'o rcl. 

lJated lilt' Fir:;1. d :l )' o( ,\1I j!,'1l:-' t. ClII C' Ilso lt :' :tllcl Eight huudred 
a11l [ Sc'wu ly-:-:t· n ·ll. 

't. , ...... 81111111,·1I'01'l}" 
( ' It'l'l~ IIi' l\:-osi7.1· fill' list· ~11I'i. 11I'1'11 ( 'il'C~ lli l, ,I lid having 

1.1,,: C'II ~tlicl \' of tli l' i{c'l'ord:o> 1' 1' IIIC' COllI'\. wh,'l'c the 
al!m'c"lL lc'l;tilllll'cI ('(III\' il'li oIlS Illol, 1' \;1('1'. 

« ill""!!) 
'WlI1mHAS Tholl la:-; l\ic',(:lI i l'l' wa .. at. a :--;p('I 'i al ~( ·:o> ... i tl ll Id' . \ ~~i1.t" holclen nt 

M anch l!l:\ I (~ 1' in Nu\'c'l llil('l' i ll ~t.all l , ('ouridl'" of 1I1111·t!VI', alld :'I'lI l1-nc :c'" tu {[catll 
fu r t he salllt: : 

\Ve. in (~on:-: i c lel'atio ll o f' SCHILt' l~in'1I1IISla)]('(':-; ItUllIlily l'I' IU" ':'I'Il\{'cl Ullt.n us, 
al't! graeiollsly plC.!asc!d to ( ~ xt.t·1l11 0111' J..;'r;;c ' f· allil IUI'I'C'," 11111 11 hil1l, allcl t.o ~rant 
him our 1'1'l:(! p:ll'I lon for t.hl' nilll i ' cd' which lit, !->1:llIds c'c' lIriC"lI 'cl; olH' will anel 
pka.!:)ul'c' th{']'d'() l' c~ is, thaI. )'UII I'a u:,c' hil ll Ilw sai ll '1' lulllHIS ~ I ( ~I ;llil't~ to IJt ~ for th­
with diseiHlrg"tl out of t:lIstotiy , altCl 1'01' s" tloill .~ Ihi ... :-;lI al l 1)(' )"1111' W:U'I"IIIt. 

Given at DIU' Court at 1:-)1. .I allll' :-'·s, tlec' 1:!lh dar td' 1\'O\'c'ml,, :1' I Hli;, in the 
1'hirty-til'~t. y('.u of OUl' l'( 'i~n. . 

To our trusty awl \\'(·II · II('II I\· \·cl1111' (:C )\'t 'I'nO I' 

of the 'Pl'i;on at RaIford , ill t.h \· COIIIlI)' or 
Lallcastel', ntltl all utl ll' r:, wh olll it 11IOtr 

concern. 
By .I kl' J\ l aj l!!'>l y's COllUII:IIUI, 

(s i~n ee l ) (irl.lIIflJ'JII: lIard!), 

COPY of LWl"l'jOtS writ tc'n 1Iy ll ll' Sc'ntlal'Y of HI-all! fill' t.hc~ flnme 
Department, ClJ lIllllllllieati u l; LlI(~ fhl~t of .... lId l Parcioll. 

Sir, Whilc~hall. 1:$ Nl)n:llJh(~r IH07· 
I AM: ~il'cctc<1 by .Mr, SI:<: l'daI'Y lI ardy t.tl acl..llf)\\'It ~" .~c ~ the l'I!c:('ipt of ~'OU~ 

~ctte: o~ tl~e 12 th mstant, .111(\ to acq uaint )'1111, ill I'l~pl)', that. aftcl'~Cl\lefu 
mqulry mstltutcc1 at t.lw d (':;ire ur tlH ~ lc :arnc:ti j IIdgt '!i alit I t.lH~ "tlOI'IICY limlcraJ, 
there appears to Mr. Ha.rdy ltl I,c ;;ood ~I'()lll](l to hdit!\'t: t.hat the ddt'u;e 
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made by Thomas !\1 cGuire was true, and he 
to Her l\'1ajt"sty for an unconditional pardon . 

' iV. D. Seymour, Esq., Q.C ., 
Temple. 

has therefore been recommended 

I am, &c. 
(signed) A. F. O. Liddell. 

Sir Whitehall, 13 November 1867. 
1 A~'[ 'directed by Mr. Secretary I-Tardy to acknowle<lge the receipt of your 

letter of the 12th instant, and I am to acquaint you, in reply, that after careful 
inquiry illstituted at the desire of the lent'ned judges and the Attorney General, 
there a'ppe.'l.l"S to MI' . Hardy to be good ground to believe that the defence 
made by Thomas McGuire was true, a.nd he has therefore been recommended to 
H er Majesty for an unconditional pardon. 

Captain Gore Jones. R.N., 
United Service Club, Pall Mall. 

I am, &c. 
(signed) A . F. O. Liddell. 

8,'r Whitehall, 12 November l AG7. , 
I AM directed by Mr. Secretary Hardy to acknowledge the receipt of your 

letter reO'nroino- the case of the convicts now under sentence of death at 
Mnnchfster, a;d I am to acquaint you that, after careful inquiry instituted at 
the desire of the learned judges and the A ttorney General, there appears to 
Mr. H ardy to be good reason to believe that the defence made by Thomas 
McGuire was true, and he bas therefore been recommended to Hel' Majesty for 
an unconditional pardon. 

I am, &c. 
i\fr. J. Thomson, (signed) A. F. O. Liddell. 

38, Butler-street, Manchester. 

Sir, '¥hitehall~ 12 November 186i. 
I AM directed by M r, Secretary Hardy to acknowledge the receipt of your 

letter regarding the CAse of the convicts now under sentence of death at Mau­
chester, and I mn to acquaint you that, after careful inquiry in stituted at. the 
desil'e of the learned judges anu the Attorney General, there appears to Mr. 
Hardy to be good reason to believe that the defence made by Thomas McGuire 
was true, and he has therefore been re.commended to Her Majesty for an uncon­
ditional pardon. 

I am, &C. 
Robert "Vorthington, E sq., 

96, King-street, Ma.nchester. 
(signed) A . F. O. Liddell. 

ABSTRACT of the RECORD of the CONVICTION of Alichael Davitt nnd J ohn 
'Wilson, at the Central Criminal Court, in the Month of July 1870. 

COUNTS of the: INDICTMENT. 

L Compassing to deprive and depose the Queen fl'o~ the Style, Honour, and 
Royal Name of tbe Imperial Crown of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland. 

2. Compnssing to levy war against the Queen in Irela.nd, in order by force 
and constraint to compel her to change her measures and counsels. 

SENTENCE :-
JUDGMENT given' on each Count. 

John vVilsonJ 14 years' penal servitude. 

Michael Davitt, 30 years' penal servitude. 
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