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COMMISSION.

WILLIAM THE FOURTH, by the grace of God, of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Ireland King, Defender of the Faith. TO the Most
Reverend Father in God, Our right trusty and right entirely beloved Councillor
Richard Archbishop of Dublin, and our trusty and well beloved the Most
Reverend Daniel Murray, Doctor in Divinity, Charles Vignoles, Doctor in
Divinity, Richard More O Ferrall, Esquire, the Reverend James -Carlile,
Fenton Hort, John Corrie, James Naper -and William Battic Wrightson,
Esquires, Greeting : WHerEAs an humble Address has been presented to Us
by the Knights, Citizens and Burgesses, and Commissioners of Shires and
Burghs in Parliament assembled, .humbly beseeching Us, that We.would be
graciously pleased to issue a Commission to inquire into the condition of
the Poorer Crasses of our Subjects in [reland, and into the various Insti-
tutions at present established by Law for their Relief; Know v, That We,
fe[‘)osiug great trust and confidence in your intelligence, diseretion and diligence,
have authorized and appointed, and by these Presents do authorize and appoint
you the said Ricuarp Archbishop of Dusrin, Daniel Murray, Charles Vignoles,
'Richard More O’ Ferrall, James Carlile, Fenton Hort, John Corrie, James Naper
and William Battie Wrightson, to inquire into the condition of the Poorer Classes
of Our Suljects in Ireland, and into the various Institutions at present established
by Law for their relief; and also, Whether any and what further remedial
measures appear to be requisite to ameliorate the condition of the Irish Poor,
or any portion of them; and for the better discovery of the truth in the premises,
We do by these Presents give and grant to you, or one or more of you, full
power and authority to call before you or any one or more of you such persons
as you shall judge necessary, by whom you may be the better' informed of the
truth in the premises: And We do further by these Presents give and grant to
you, or any one or more of you, full power and authority to inquire of the pre-
mises and every part thereof, by all lawful ways and means whatsoever, within
all parts of Our United Kingdom : And We do further by these Presents give
and grant to you, or any one or more of you, full power and authority where
the same shall appear to be requisite, to administer an Oath to any person
whatsoever to be examined before you, or any one or more of you, touching or
concerning the premises : And We do further by these Presents give and grant
to you, or any one or more of you, full power and authority to cause all persons
to bring and produce upon Oath before you, or any one or more of you, all and
singular Records, Books, Papers and other Writings touching the premises, and
which shall be in the custody of them, or any of them: And Our further will
and pleasure is, that you or any Three or more of you, upon due inquiry into
the premises do propose and reduce into writing, and submit to Us such further
remedial measures (if any) as may appear to you to be requisite to ameliorate
the condition of the Irish Poor, or any portion of them; And do certify to Us
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from time to time, under your hands and seals, your several Proceedings, as the
same shall be completed, and do within the space of One year after the date of
these Presents, or sooner if the same can reasonably be, certify unto Us in like
manner the whole of your proceedings under and by virtue of these Presents,
together with what you shall find touching or concerning the premises upon

- such inquiry as aforesaid: And We further will and command, and by these
Presents ordain, that this Our Commission shall continuc in full foree and virtue,
and that you Our said Commissioners, or any one or more of you, shall and may
from time to time proceed in the execution thercof, and of every matter and
thing therein contained, although the same be not continued from time to time
by adjournment: And for your assistance in the due exccution of this Our
Commission, We have made choice of Our trusty and well-beloved Joun Revans,
Esquire, to be SecrETARY Of this Our Commission, and to attend you, whose
services and assistance We require you to use from time to time as occasion
shall require. In witness whereof, We have caused these Our Letters to
be made Patent. Witness Ourself at Westminster the Twenty-fifth day of
September in the Fourth year of Our Reign.

By Writ of Privy Seal.
BATHURST.
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POOR INQUIRY, IRELAND.

FIRST REPORT.

TO THE KING’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY.

SIRE,

E, The Commissioners commanded by Your Maresry ¢ to inquire into
E i ¢ the Condition of the Poorer Classes of Your Majesty’s Subjects in
¢ Ireland, and into the various Institutions at present established by law for their
‘‘ relief; and also, whether any, and what, further remedial measures appear to
““be requisite to ameliorate the condition of the Irish Poor, or any portion of
¢ them ;” having made very considerable progress in the arduous duties en-
trusted to us, are now enabled to lay before Your Majesty the large body
of Evidence, which has been collected.

This Evidence solely relates to the first branch of the Inquiry, which is now
complete ; namely, as to the modes in which the destitute classes in Ireland are
supported, to the extent and cfficiency of those modes and their effects upon those who
gve, and upon those who receve relicf. '

The Appendix (A.) contains Parochial Examinations relative to the modes of
relieving,—
Deserted and Orphan Children.
Illegitimate Children and their Mothers.
Widows having Families of young Children.
The Impotent through Age or other permanent Infirmity.
The Sick Poor, who in health, are capable of earning their subsistence.
The Able-bodied out of Work.
Vagrancy, as a mode of relief.

An examination relative to these subjects was made in one parish in every
barony, in each of the following counties, seventeen in number :—

CoNNAUGHT. LEINSTER. MounNsTER. UvrsTER.
Galway. Carlow. | Clare. Antrim.
Mayo. Kildare. Cork. . Donegal.
Roscommon. Longford. Kerry. Londonderry.
Sligo. ‘Westmeath. Limerick.

Wexford. Tipperary.

To these parochial examinations, a Supplement is annexed, containing
Answers to Nine Questions on these subjects. The Answers are made by the
clergy (of the various persuasions), the magistracy and others, from every part
of the country.

The Appendix (B.) contains the Examinations relative to Hospitals, Dispen-
saries and other Medical Charities. -

An examination was made of every Dispensary in each of the following
counties : —

CoNNAUGHT. LEINSTER. MUNSTER. ULstER. .
Galway. Louth. Cork. Armagh.
Roscommon. Meath. Kerry. Down.

Wicklow.
360. A3 And
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And of some Dispensaries and Hospitals, and every Infirmary in

CONNAUGHT. LEINSTER. i MunsreR. ULstei.
Carlow. Clare. Antrim.
Dublin. Limerick. Cavan,
Kildare. Londonderry.
Queen’s. Monaghan.
] Tyrone.

To this Appendix there is attached a Supplement containing Answers by the
Medical Attendants of 413 Dispensaries, of' 56 I'ever Hospitals and of 33
Infirmaries, to 13 Questions.

'The Appendix (C.) contains the Examinations concerning Iustitutions not

Medical for the relief of different clusses of the Destitute.

These Institutions are principally Mendicity Institutions, Houses of Industry,
Almshouses and Societies for visiting the destitute, and distributing food, money

or clothes in the following large towns :

CONNAUGHT. LeiNsTER. MuNSTER. ULSTER.
Ballina. Athlone. Bandon. Delfast.
Castlebar. Birr. Bantry. Carrick fergus.
Galway. Drogheda. Clonmel. Derry.
Loughrea. Dublin. Cork. Newry.
Sligo. Dundalk. Dungarvon.

Tuam. Ennis.

Kinsale.
Limerick.
Mallow.
Nenagh.
Tralce.
Waterford.

¢ Youghall.

Having given this summary of the contents of our Appendix, we take this
opportunity of stating to Your Majesty,—

I. The difficalties which we have had to encounter both from the ex-
tensive and complicated nature of the subject itself, and from the peculiar
social condition of the people of that portion of Your Majesty’s Dominions
in which the Inquiry has been prosecuted.

II. The course which we have pursued in c.ollcctinF information ;
showing how far it is full and impartial, and therefore how far worthy
of confidence. -

I1I. The reasons why we are not yet enabled to obey Your Majesty’s
Command to report, “ Whether any and what further remedial mea-
sures appear to be requisite to ameliorate the condition of the Irish
Poor, or any of them.” '

L. As to the difficulties of the Inquiry.

The great proportion of the Population about and amongst whom the Inquiry
was to be made, 18 constantly fluctuating between Mendicauncy and Independent
Labour. In whole districts, scarcely one of that class of substantial capitalist
farmers so universal in England, can be found. The small resident gentry are
but few, and the substantial tradesman is not to be met with at intervals of two
or three miles as in England; for there are but few towns of sufficient
trade to create such a class. The clergy of the various persuasions, and
the proprietors, when resident, are, in many cases, so much at variance with
each other, or with the working population, upon political questions, that great
caution was requisite in regard to the’ manner and degree, in which we could
avail ourselves of their assistance. Similar diflicultics existed with regard to
the constabulary, from the frequent collision in which they are placed with the
people ; and parochial authorities can scarcely be said to exist.

In an inguiry about a population, in which many of the ordinary distine-
tions
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POOR INQUIRY COMMISSION (Ireland.) vii

tions of society are commonly merged in the same individual, and in an inquiry
amongst a people the various classes of whom had long been at variance with each
other, it became a matter of fearful moment to determine respecting whom the
inquiry should be made, and from whom testimeny could be received, which
would not merely be impartial, but which would be admitted by all to be so; the
one requisite being as important as the other. We became quickly and painfully
alive to the danger which would attend the slightest error in our procedure.
Did we appear to rely too much on the clergy or laity of any one persuasion,
we were certain to be accused of political or religious bias. Did we receive
testimony more freely from the rich man than from the poor man, or from the
-poor man than from the rich, we were certain to be denounced as having pre-
iudged the subject about which we had undertaken impartially to inquire.

But great as were these difficulties, great as was the circumspection which they
required, another and yet more formidable difficulty existed. Your Majesty
had commanded us to determine ¢ whether any, and, if any, what further reme-
dial measures appear to be requisite to ameliorate the condition of the lrish
Poor, or any portion of them.”

To determine what measures might be requisite to ameliorate the condition of
the poorer classes in Ireland, required an investigation extending to almost
the whole social and productive system ; for the poorer classes in Ireland may be
considered as comprehending nearly the whole population; and as no institu-
tion is isolated in its effect, it is impossible to decide upon the consequence
of removing or creating one law or custom, without considering its con-
nexion with every other. It became therefore matter of grave importance
to determine whether so extensive an inquiry was practicable; and if not, what
portion should be chosen. It also became necessary and difficult to decide as
to the order in which such an investigation should proceed ;—which class of
subjects should be taken first, which last,—which were primary in their effects,
which secondary. ,

On every side we were assailed by the theories of those who were born or had
long resided in the country, and consequently might be supposed to have
possessed good opportunity for ascertaining the soundness of their opinions.
One party attributed all the poverty and wretchedness of the country to
an asserted extreme use of ardent spirits, and proposed a system for re-
pressing illicit distillation, for preventing smuggling, and for substituting
beer and coffee. Amnother party found the cause in the combinations amongst
workmen, and proposed rigorous laws against Trades Unions. Others again
were equa}l( confident, that the reclamation of the bogs and waste lands
was the only practicable remedy. A fourth party declared the nature of
the existing connexion between landlord and tenant to be the root of all the evil ;
pawnbroking, redundant population, absence of capital, peculiar religious tenets
and religious differences, political excitement, want of education, the mal-
administration of justice, the state of prison discipline, want of manufactures, and
of inland navigation, with a variety of other circumstances, were each supported
by their various advocates with earnestness and ability, as being either alone, or
jointly with some other, the primary cause of all the evils of society ; and loan
funds, emigration, the repression of political excitement, the introduction of
manufactures, and the extension of inland navigation, were accordingly pro-
posed each as the principal means by which the improvement of Ireland could
be promoted. :

Having so difficult a question to deal with, and so many plausible solutions
offered to us, aware that the public would be impatient of a second inquiry, we felt
bound to use great consideration in selecting the subjects and the order of investi-

“gation. That many, if not all, of the alleged causes of evil did exist in a greater
or less degree, was sufficiently evident; and that good might arise from some
of the remedies proposed, we were not prepared to deny. To decide, without
careful investigation, upon the degree in which each might be productive of
evil or of benefit, would have been at variance with the trust which Your -
Majesty had confided to us. We therefore determined that the Inquiry should
embrace every subject to which importance seemed to be attached by any
large number of persons. :

The great range of Inquiry thus opened to us, made it desirable that it should be
conducted in separate branches, It was evident that the minds of the Assistant
Commissioners, if employed each upon a multitude of subjects, many of which
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viii FIRST REPORT FROM THE

were of themselves sufficiently extensive for a separate Commission, would
be incapable of minutely investigating any one, and conscquently that the most
obvious facts alone would be ascertained; whilst it was evident, from the
great variety of opinions, that the truth was far from obvious, and required a
patient, minute and diligent search. Two other evils scemed inevitably to
attach to such a general Inquiry. The great length of time during which the
Examination would last, if each subject were thoroughly investigated, would
render those who gave evidence impatient; consequently the latter subjects ot
the Inquiry would in most cases be neglected. Again, several of the subjects
could be far more efficiently conducted by persons having peculiar practical
knowledge. The Inquiry into the management and efficiency of Tospitals,
Dispensaries and other Medical Establishments, would in all probability be more
usetully conducted by medical men; whilst an Inquiry into the wages and habits
of farm labourers, and into the nature and extent of employment for them,
would be better entrusted to those long practised in rural occupations.

The Division which appeared to us the most convenient was into two prin-
cipal Branches :
The first, An Inquiry into the Extent of Destitution, into the Modes
in which Relief was afforded to the Destitute, and into the effects of those
Modes.

The second, An Inquiry into the Causes of Destitution.
It was considered advisable to subdivide this latter branch into four distinct
heads : x

An Inquiry into the rate of Agricultural Wages, the habits of Farm
Labourers, the nature and extent of Employment in Agriculture, the nature
and state of Agriculture, to endeavour to discover whether there might be
any measures within the reach of the Legislature which would tend to
increase the demand for labour.

An Inquiry relative to the Manufacturing Population, and to Trade
and Manufactures for similar purposes.

An Inquiry relative to the Fisheries,

And one relative to Mining.

II. We will now state the course which we have pursued in collecting information ;
showing how far the evidence is full and impartial, and therefore how far worthy
of reliance.

Our first act in the collection of information was to circulate a set of
Statistical Questions. These Questions were sent to the Clergy of cach per-
suasion, to the Magistracy, to the heads of the Police, and to such edu-
cated persons as had been named as able and willing to give us assistance.
The purport of these Questions was to obtain an outline of the extent
and nature of each Parish, the number of destitute Persons it contained,
the number and nature of the Institutions for the relief of the Poor, the
rates of Wages, rents of Cottages, &c.; about 7,600 of these Questions were
circulated, about 3,100 were returned, and the state of about 1,100 Parishes
was described by them. Many well-informed persons in every part of the
country were induced, through answering these questions, to send state-
ments by which considerable insight was afforded upon many subjects of im-
portance.

To obtain information sufficiently extensive in its range, and sufficiently
impartial, by means of circulated Questions, was obviously impossible. As a
Board, we could not pass from one district of the country to another,
and receive local evidence, if the country was to be extensively visited,
and if our inquiry was to conclude within any reasonable number of years.
If each Member of the Board had taken a separate District, it is probable
that each would have been more impressed by those circumstances which had
been subjects of personal observation, than by those which had Dbeen col-
lected by his colleagues, and consequently were to him only written evidence.
Besides, many of the Commissioners had other important duties which would not
admit of their leaving Dublin. To have contented ourselves with such in-
formation as we could obtain by Witnesses brought to Dublin would have been
materially to lessen the chance of obtaining full and impartial information,
not only as regarded classes of persons, but as regarded the various districts of
the country,

It
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POOR INQUIRY COMMISSION (Ireland.) ix

It was obviously necessary, therefore, that others should be deputed to
make local inquiries.

The difficulty, great under any circumstances, of selecting persons upon
whom reliance could be placed as possessing intelligence in tracing the truth,
diligence in pursuit of it, patience in examining a variety of persons of different
views and habits, and impartiality in deciding between conflicting statements,
was much increased by the peculiar state of society. '

In a community which had long been divided into politico-religious parties,
each regarding the other with jealousy and animosity, it was extremely difficult
to find persons who would be able, even if they were desirous, to divest them-
selves of every partial feeling, nurtured as they had been in an anti-social state.
And even when persons should have been found who really were themselves
thus impartial, there was still a danger that they would be suspected of par-
takini of the prejudices with which their relatives, friends and connexiuns
were known to be imbued.

On the other hand, to have left the inquiry to those who were foreign to the
country, would have been to entrust it to persons ignorant of its peculiar social
construction ; of the peculiar habits and feelings of its people ; of the peculiar
idioms of its language, and consequently to those who would be incapable of
guarding against imposition in the receipt of evidence, and against giving
offence to those from whom they received it. The only moede of combining
the national knowledge possessed by the one, with the impartiality almost
certain in the other, appeared to be by joining in the inquiry a native of Great
Britain with a resident native of Ireland.

In order to reap the fullest advantage possible from such an arrangement,
we required that all Evidence should be taken in the joint presence of the Irish
and English Assistant Commissioners; and we have in a few instances been
compelled to reject Evidence which, throngh accident, had not been thus
taken. We likewise empowered either Assistant Commissioner to invite the
presence of any person whose Evidence might appear to him individually to
be important, and to put any question he might think pertinent to the In-

quiry.

In preparing Instructions for the Assistant Commissioners, we searched the
Evidence given at various times before Committees of Parliament relative
to the condition of the people, and to the causes which have directly or
remotelﬁr led to that condition, and also the various private publications
upon the sublject, and consulted those persons who from their habits and
position were likely to be the best acquainted with the situation of the people.
Certain circumstances were stated by those whose opinions were thus ob-
tained, as conveying a faithful representation of the general physical and moral
condition of the working classes. Other circumstances were mentioned either
as the immediate or remote causes of that condition ; and again, others as the
immediate or remote effects. We felt it to be necessary, not only to ascer-
tain to what extent those statements might be facts, but whether they
embraced the whole of the facts; and whether those facts affected a few
districts, or the whole country. With this view minute Heads of Inquiry,
based upon the information thus obtained, were drawn up. Those Heads of
Inquiry did not anticipate the negative or affirmative, but were so framed
as to admit of any explanation within the range of the class to which
each belonged, being general as to that class, but confined to the main
subject of which each formed only a subdivision. - It was carefully enforced
upon the Assistant Commissioners, that those Heads of Inquiry were not for
the purpose of restricting them, but merely as an assistance to the memory,
ensuring that, at each examination, no portion of the subject, however minute,
which was known by us to be worthy of consideration could be omitted.
The Assistant Commissioners were expressly reminded that they were not
merely at liberty to probe each portion of the subject as far as it might in
their discretion appear necessary, but that they were positively required to
do so; the Heads of Inquiry being merely for the purpose of pusting them,
previously to their going out, in possession of all points of the subject, as far
as they were known.

369. B AN
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In order that the Evidence might be at once full and impartial, and be
collected and registered in a manner perfectly satisfactory, the Assistant Com-
missioners were desired to adopt the following course :—

1st. Torequest the attendance of persons of each grade in society, of each
of the various religious persuasions, and of each party in politics; to give
to the testimony of each class an equal degree of attention, and to make
the examinations in the presence of all; in fact, in open court. Not to
allow any person to join in conducting the examination, and to state at
the opening of the proceedings, that any statcment made by an indi-
vidual, and not impugned by any person present, would be considered
to be acknowledged as at least probable by all.

2dly. To note down, at the time of examination, the replies given, or
the remarks which occurred to him; to register, as nearly as might be
possible in the words of cach witness, the statements which might be
made; to register the names of all the persons who attended the examina-
tion ; and before proceeding to examine another district, to send the
minutes of the previous examination to the office of the Commissioners
in Dublin, signed by both the Assistant Commissioners.

By the first of these directions, it was hoped, that as none are so conversant
with those matters which peculiarly or chiefly belong to any class, as the
members of that class, by receiving their Evidence, the Assistant Commis-
sioner would possess himself of the most competent testimony; and that by
receiving the statement in the presence of other classes, not having the same
interests or even having opposite interests, but possessing, from local connexion,
sufficient knowledge of the circumstances of the witnesses, to determine its
probability, the best security possible would be obtained that cach statement
would be worthy of credence, and that it had not been made solely with
a view to a sinister and class interest; that by refusing to allow any resident
of the district to sit with the Assistant Commissioner, or join in the examina-
tion, the working classes would feel more confidence in the impartiality of
the procedure, and would therefore speak without restraint. By the second
head of direction, we hoped to provide against the possibility of misre-
presentation throngh any of the circumstances being forgotten, or others
which did not exist being inadvertently inserted; by the words of each
Witness being recorded as nearly as might be, to leave the evidence less open to
misinterpretation, and in effect, to bring the reader more immediately in contact
with the Witness ; by the list of persons who attended the examination being
given, to enable the public to decide, whether each class was fairly repre-
sented ; and by the Minutes of Evidence being transmitted to the Board imine-
diately after the examination, and the Assistant Commissioner not being per-
mitted subsequently to alter them, to obtain a sufficient guarantee that they
had not been adapted to the theories of the Examiner.

The Assistant Commissioners were required only to collect evidence (facts
and opinions), and to record their personal observations on the subjects, and
in the manner already detailed ;' they had merely, in the examination of Wit-
nesses and of local circumstances, to act as our representatives; they were
not instructed to furnish any general Report nor to make recommendations;
for as each Assistant Commissioner was restricted to one branch of the general
Inquiry, and prosecuted that branch in a single division of the country, we
considered that any general conclusions to which he might come would be
drawn from partial evidence, and consequently be little trustworthy. We
however reserved the power to call for either should we ultimately deem it
_ expedient.

In addition to the certainty of having every portion of the inquiry investi-
gated in each of the districts visited, the systematic form adopted, mpkes the
evidence bear the same arrangement for évery district,—each point for each
district being always in the same part of the evidence. It has also enabled us
to separate the evidence upon each branch of the Inquiry into several dis-
tinct heads, and to print the evidence on each head taken in various parts of
the country conjointly. By this arrangement the mind will not be perplexed
in the consideration of any subject, by the constant intervention of matters wholly
foreign. The' examinations relative to the support of deserted and orphan

children,
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POOR INQUIRY COMMISSION (Ireland.) xi

children, for instance, taken in a variety of parishes, and in each parish nearly
at the same time with examinations relative to six other subjects, have been sepa-
rated from those other subjects, and have been printed consecutively in the
alphabetical order of the names of the parishes ; a certainty is created by this
arrangement, that however extensive the whole evidence may be, every fact
bearing upon any one subject will be found within a small compass. The
primary Questions circulated have each, with the Answers belonging to it, been
added as a supplement to that portion of the evidence collected by the Assistant
Commissioners to which it relates. .

The Evidence collected in the great towns and contained in the Appendix
(C.) however is in most points an exception. This was one of our earliest
inquiries, and before our system had been matured. The instructions given to
the Assistant Commissioners were so general as to be vague, and so extensive in
the range of subject as to preclude the possibility of minute investigation upon
any portion of their inquiry ; the circumstances too under which the testimony
was received, and the manner in which it has been recorded, render it of much
less value than that subsequently taken, and forming the Appendixes (A. & B.)
We should not have printed it had we not felt that we had better publish much
which we consider of inferior value, than give the slightest countenance to
an assertion that any of the evidence we had collected has been either sup-
pressed or mutilated.

ITI. The reasons jfor not yet being able to obey Your Majesty's Command to
report to you, ** Whether any and what further remedial measures appear to be
requisite to ameliorate the condition of the Irish Poor, or any portion of them,” are
perhaps sufficiently given in the fact, that we have not yet completed the second
branch of our Inquiry, namely, that which relates to ““ the causes of destitution.”
We feel, however, at liberty to make a more extended explanation, and we think
such due to ourselves. We should be little worthy of the high trust reposed in
us, did we content ourselves with deciding upon the extent and nature of distress,
or upon the means of only present alleviation. We consider it fell fo our duty to
endeavour, if possible, to investigate the causes of the destitution which we dis-
cover, and to ascertain why classes of Your Majesty’s subjects are from time to
time falling into a state of wretchedness; why the labouring population do not
provide against those events which seem inevitable; why the able-bodied la-
bourer does not provide against the sickness of himself or that of the various
members of his family ; against the temporary absence of employment ; against the
certain infirmity of age; or against the destitution of his widow and his children,
in the contingent event of his own premature decease ; whether these omissions
arise from any peculiar improvidence in his habits, or from the insufficiency
of employment, or from the low rate of his wages. It would not even be
sufficient did we answer, that the limited amount of employment and the rate
of his wages will not permit him. Itis our duty to carry the investigation
further, and at least to endeavour to trace whether there be any circumstances
which restrict the amount of employment or the rate of wages; or in an
other way offer impediments to the improvement of the people, which are sucﬁ
as can be remedied by legislation.

The principal occupation in Ireland being agricultural, our first attention
has been directed to that branch of ingustry. We are informed, both
through private communications, and through Parliamentary and other public
documents, that there is much unreclaimed land in Ireland which might be
brought into cultivation, and that land already under cultivation might through-
out Ireland be more efficiently worked, and thus increase the demand for
labour, We wish to ascertain to what extent these statements are well founded,
and whether the evil is attributable to want of capital or to want of skill, and
whether there are any circumstances which have deterred British capitalists

. from coming to Ireland, or have prevented the investment in agriculture of
capital actually existing in Ireland ; and to what extent those circumstances
have proved injurious ;—in case the evil arises from a deficiency of skill in the
tenantry, to ascertain whether there are any means by which a superior know-
ledge of agriculture can be diffused ; whether it be possible generally to intro-
duce those systems which, in Down, Armagh, and in other counties are
reported to have produced the most beneficial results, both to the owner and ta
the occupier. : _
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Other caunses of inferior cultivation have been assigned, upon which it is
necessary to possess information. Some of these respect corporate lands, lands
of minors, lands in litigation, lands held under custodiam, &c.; and more par-
ticularly lands in possession of sub-landlords, whose interest is not sufficiently
extensive to permit them to look beyond present gain, whilst the interest of
the head landlord is too remote to induce him to lay out capital, the benefit
of which could scarcely accrue to himself, even at a very distant time: others
respect the conditions upon which the tenantry hold the land and buildings =
others respect the means of communication, their absence, or.thclr imperfect
condition as creating an impediment between the grower and his market.

We are also about to inquire into the actual condition of the agricultural
labourer as to food, clothing and habitation; and the terms upon which he
possesses con-acre ground or holds as a cottier tenant.

We feel that in endeavouring to prevent the existence of destitution, we shall
more strictly fulfil Your Majesty’s Commission, than if we merely devised
means for alleviating misery atter 1t had arisen. 'We shall feel deep pain should
we ultimately be compelled to leave to any portion of the Peasantry of Ireland
a continuation of distress on the one hand, or a mere offer of charity on
the other. Far more grateful would be the office of recommending measures by
which the industrious labourer might have the prospect of a constant field for
his exertions, with a remuneration sufficient for his present demands, and ad-
mitting of a provision against those contingencies which attach to himself and
to his family. It is our anxious wish to do more than diminish the wretched-
ness of portions of the working classes; we are most solicitous to place the
whole of those classes in the greatest state of comfort which it may be within
the reach of the Legislature permanently to provide, consistently with the good
of the rest of society.

But even were there not that necessity which we are convinced there is for
further inquiry to enable us to decide whether much of the now existing
misery might be prevented, still we should be compelled to proceed in order
to avoid recommending measures which might lcad to new evils. We
cannot otherwise tell what might be the effects upon those who are now
able to support themselves, of any mode of relief which might be proposed;
how far such mode of relief to thosé who arc destitute might increase the
amount of destitution. These are not idle fears, but such cautions as neces-
sarily suggest themselves to those who are acquainted with the effects produced
upon the labourers in England, by the public-provision for the destitute in
that country. Looking beyond the physical condition of the working classes,
we also are desirous of guarding against the moral degradation which might
follow in the train of measures benevolently intended, but ill-judged, when
applied to a nation possessing the habits and being in the peculiar situation
of the People of Ireland. :

Having heard complaints within and out of Parliament, that we have con-
sumed much time and money in prosecuting our inquiry, we avail ourselves of
this opportunity of soliciting the attention of Your Majesty to one or two re-
marks on these alleged grounds of complaint. Your Majesty’s Commission bears
date 25th September 1833 ; we have therefore to the present time been occu-
pied one year and ten months. We have the fullest reason to belicve
that we shall have completed the Evidence before the close of the autumn,
and that we shall then be able to lay an additional portion of it before
- Your Majesty, accompanied by some recommendations as to certain parts
of the subject referred to us; and that early in February we shall be able
to close the Commission by a final Report. Whether the time occupied by the
Commission be or be not unreasonably long, must wholly depend upon the
nature and extent of the subject; the extent of the district to which it refers;
the number of classes of persons in those districts whom it peculiarly concerns;
the willingness and ability for giving the required information possessed by
those of whom the Inquiry must be made; and, finally, upon the minuteness
of the investigation. To estimate fairly the time necessary for an Inquiry,
without considering those circumstances, would be impossible : One Commis-
sion might be fairly accused of being dilatory, though it had existed but six
months ; whilst another might have been most active and diligent, and yet
have extended over several years. An Inquiry for obtaining an accurate body
of Statistics—for ascertaining the numbers of each religious denomination in

' a country,
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a country, would require far less time than an Inquiry for instance into the
mental and moral effects produced upon a population by various systems of
Education. -

An Inquiry into the circumstances which retard the prosperity of a nation,
and into those circumstances which might improve its general condition, (the
objects of our Inquiry) is clearly very different in its scope and difficulty from
an Inquiry into the effects of a single Institution, as for instance into Corpora-
tions. For an Inquiry relative to Corporations is not only confined to the
effects of a single institution, but even to its effects upon a very small portion
of a community, In like manner an Inquiry into the administrafion and
operation of an existing system of Poor Laws, though most extensive as
regards the district of country and the classes of persons affected —includin
the whole Country and its Population—is yet comparatively very limited in
the subject. An Inquiry as to whether any measures can improve the
condition of a people, might and would include an investigation into the imme-
diate and remote effects, both on morals and on production, of every law and
every usage. It must embrace every class of the community, in every district
of the country.

No Commission could possibly be entrusted with a wider or more complicated
subject for its investigation than ours; few Commissioners, perhaps, ever re-
ceived such wide instructions. Few Commissions have had a greater district
over which to extend their examinations. None could have had a larger por-
tion of a community to consult. None have had a community in which in-
formation was more difficult to collect than that of Ireland; and we think the
Evidence which we now lay before Your Majesty will show that the minute-
ness and accuracy of investigation will bear a. comparison with the known
results of any other inquiry. Thus, whilst no other inquiry has upon any one
point exceeded in difficulty that with which we have had to contend, we have
had to encounter the combined difficulties of all other inquiries.

These remarks are not made under the impression that Your Majesty has
considered us to have been dilatory in our proceedings : they are not made with
the desire to disparage the labours of others: nor to claim for ourselves any
peculiar merit. They are made because we know that on the close of our
labours a period will have elapsed rather exceeding that occupied by several
very effective inquiries, particularly by that on the English Poor Laws. We
refer to that inquiry, because the highest estimate has been formed of the manner
in which it was conducted, both as regards diligence and accuracy, and because
we feel that in measuring our labours, and the time they are likely to occupy,
by such a standard, we shall have taken the surest mode of showing that
we have used the utmost diligence. ‘

With a view to lighten as far as possible the arduous duties attaching to
us, the collection and the arrangement of the Evidence, and the general
machinery of all Commissions being to a great extent similar, a Secretary
was appointed who possessed experience in such occupations, and who was
therefore likely to anticipate many facilities and difficulties which would
escape the observation of those who were not equally practised. From the
similarity in many respects of an Inquiry into the operation of the Poor Laws
in England, and an Inquiry into the condition of the poorer classes in Ireland,
the Secretary to the former Inquiry was appointed. But the business of the
English Inquiry having been prolonged beyond the period anticipated, he was
not permitted to join us till six months_ after the Commission had been in opera-
tion, and consequently the experience by which we were to benefit, and thus
to shorten our labours, was withheld during a very important period of our
sittings, - ; ‘

With regard to the economy with which we have conducted the Inquiry, this
cannot, any more than the time, be justly estimated without -considering the
extent and difficulty of the duties, and the manner in which they have been
performed. An Inquiry which contains but one branch can, of course, be con-
ducted for a smaller sum than one which contains three or four ; for eitheran ad-
ditional number of Assistant Commissioners will be required for the latter, or ifan
equal number only be employed, they must be continued during a far greater
length of time. Again, a Commission, the examinations of which can be
conducted by Assistant Commissioners acting singly, will be at far less expense
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than one the examinations of which must be taken before two Assistant
Commissioners. On the English Poor Law Inquiry, the Assistant Com-
missioners were only engaged during three months; the Assistant Com-
missioners on this Inquiry have been constantly employed during nearly
eighteen months. The great expenditure upon every Inquiry of this descrip-
tion consists in the travelling expenditure of the Assistant Commissioners.
Had it been possible to bring before a Parliamentary Committce the same
description and the same number of witnesses as have been examined before
our Assistant Commissioners, twenty times the amount of our expenditure
would not have sufficed : and yet the value of Evidence depends chiefly upon
the number of persons examined, and upon the number of districts about
which information is gained.

We cannot conclude this sketch of our proceedings up to the present period,
without remarking that, having been appointed to inquire into the condition
of that portion of Your Majesty’s Irish subjects, who arc or may be consi-
dered as requiring relief, we have felt it our duty to devote our attention, in
the first instance, to those classes in which distress was known or supposed
principally to prevail. We think it necessary to make this observation, in
consequence of our Evidence containing so few details as to the condition of
the poor placed in more favourable circumstances. We know that there is a
very large number of instances in which through the benevolent and judicious
devotion of individuals to the personal superintendence of their estates, and the
improvement of the condition of their poorer neighbours, much misery has
been alleviated, and much wholly prevented.

All which We humbly certify to Your Maszsry.

RICH” DUBLIN. (1.8.)
D. MURRAY. (L.8.)
CHARLES VIGNOLES. (1.s.)
R. MORE O’FERRALL. (1.5,

JAMES CARLILE. (r.8.)
F. HORT. (r.8.)
’ JOUN CORRIE. (v.8.)
J.L. W. NAPER. (L.8.)

W. B. WRIGHTSON. (w5,
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APPENDIX (A)

DESERTED AND ORPHAN CHILDREN.

Persons who attended the Examination.

Joun Borouenes, labourer.—Joserr BoTHERILL, servant to Mr, St. George.—Jon~ BURKE, esq.
—Rev. J. Frrzeenaip, roman-catholic rector.—Dr. HaArRTy e, —Dr. KrLLy,—JaMEs LyncH,
labourer.—Rev.J. Mara, protestant rector.—Jorx O'FLacHERTY, esq.—Joux Ryan, labourer.—
R. J. Maxserer St. GEORGE, esq., Headfort Castle.—Mr. C. Jam1EsoN, merchant—LAWRENCE
TooLe, carman.—Rev. J. WaLsH, roman-catholic rector.

“ Tuerrk have been no children deserted in this parish for these last three years; before
the discontinuation of the practice, the average was one each year; they were always
watched, until taken up by some persons; and 1 havereasonto believe that they were left by
strangers.”—(Mara.)

“ There are fewer desertions than there were formerly, the principal cause of which is,
that there is now no assessment made by the vestry for their support.”—(St. George.)
« About four years ago a dead child was found in this parish.”—( Ryan.)-—* 'The working
classes here could not lay by one halfpenny ; it is seldom tried by any except the farmers ;
the latter might Dbe able to lay something up for their children to assist themw if they were
left orphans; the others are too poor.”—(Ryan.) “ When they get constant work they
might, and do.”—(St. George.) -

‘ Orphans are chiefly supported by small collections made at chapel and from house to
house.”—( Walsh.)~~——* 1 know two orphan children who are supported by a poor man who
is an insolvent, and was badly able to do it ; he is in gaol for the last two months, and the
neighbours made a trifling collection for them, among themselves.”—( Burke.) «« When
the Foundling-hospital was open, it was much less expense to send them up to Dublin than
to pay for nursing them in the parish.”—(S¢. George.)—“ I think the closing of the
Foundling—hospitaﬁ was a loss ; I should be in favour of re-opening it.”—(8%. George.)——
“ 1 knew many children to have been kept in the country rather than send them to the
Foundling-hospital.”—( Walsh.) “ 1 think the people are, generally speaking, content
with the present state as regards deserted children : it would be very difficult to establish
a legislative interference that would not be calculated to increase the number of desertions.
The Foundling-hospital was good in the days wherein it existed, because as the children
were hrought up in the faith of the established church, the mothers made every exertion to
maintain them rather than put them in the way of being brought up in a faith uncongenial
to their opinions ; it was therefore a great check to desertion, without being so severe a one
as to produce infanticide, for any that were deserted were deserted in such a manner as to
be brought under the eyes of the churchwardens.,”—(St. George.)

Parrick BURKE, esq.,, J. P.,, Damesfield —Owew Crarke, small landholder.-—~PaTrIck Fox,
formerly brazier, now alabourer.—Mr. Jou~ GrruacaTY, shopkeeper.—PrrEr Joycs, Jabourer.
—Repmonn Kerry, mason.—Rev. Dr. KirwAN, roman-catholic rector.—AxTHONY MARTIN,
esq., 3. r., Currariva—Joux M‘Dowocw, housekeeper.—M. M‘Doxoan, labourer.—RicHARD
M¢Dowocwu, farmer.—Dexis M‘GrarH, formerly shopkeeper, now a butcher—Mr. Jorw
M¢‘Krw, under-agent to Mr. Martin.—Capt. O'Franerry, J.p., Lemonfield..—~Gronee O'Fra-
HERTY, esq., Lemonfield.—Joux SweexEy, carpenter.—Rev. Joun WILsox, protestant vicar.

“ 1 am a widow. My daunghter alsois a widow. I am rearing a foundling, who is now
12 years old. I have a cabin, for which I pay 8s. a year rent; I am two years in arrear.
I was not able to work hard for the last three years; beforé that, I used to manufacture
a bit of canvass to pay my rent. I often go with the risk of my life to places for the
neighbours, striving to earn something, For one day that we have enough to eat, we are
two days that we have not. I attend the sick sometimes. I need not risk myself at all,
- but for the little boy, who must have something to eat. I received altogether 67 gs. 4d.
from the parish for supporting the child. The people are unwilling to pay the cess; Ido
not think they were able. The blanket that was on my bed I cut up to make two little
petticoats for the child. I do not know what kitchen means; I am not able to buy a half-
penny-worth of milk in the fortnight, and have not tasted even a herring these three moni.hs;
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I got no meal since the time it was given out by the committce. [ cannot spin wool, but
sometimes get a stone of potatoes from a neighbour for spinning one pound of flax; a
cripple, three feet high, might spin flax, but it requires a strong person to spin wool. A
woman would get Gd. a dozen for yarn 15 years ago, but now she would not get 3.
—(Mary Carr.)

“ Mary Carr is a fair specimen of the widows. I believe there are 50 in the parish, who
are living upon the brink of professional mendicancy, and supported by the bounty of the
neighbours.”—(George Cottingham.) “ A strange woman came into the parish about
nine years ago, and left a child with a woman, to whom she guve 1/. I gave the woman
with whom the child was left 3L, for two years; she is wife to one of the poorest men in the
country ; they were obliged, last winter, to get clothes and meal to keep the life in them, on
credit, and were wretchedly uneasy until it was paid, which set them very hard.”’—
(H. Ilanegan.)

¢ There are noregular books kept in the parish. You will find in the account, perhaps, an
entry of the whole amount of assessment, and the payment of the sexton and the clerk ;
but we never kept any account of the sums due for the support of children; 3 £ yearly were
voted for Car’s child, but I believe it was paid in full to her ; I do not thiuk the book will
show how much she got, nor can I tell it; Mr. Carr got the most part ol the collections
made at the church. The collection is sometimes 1 d. and sometimes 1} . & week, it never
exceeds 1., except on festival days.”—(Rev. Mr. Wilson.)— I collected the full amount of
vestry cess from the year 1824 to 1829 ; I levied it from all the villages cqually. I think it
would be quite impossible to collect it by itself, I would not attempt it, but being high
constable during those years, I found it easy to collect it along with the other taxcs. The last
assessment was made last Easter 12 months, there was no attempt made to levy it; the year
before there was hardly any of the cess levied.”—(Mr. Edmund O’ Llaherty.)

Fhvidence of the Archbishop of Tuam, written by himself.

Any children that are deserted are supposed to be illegitimate. There have been some
instances of their perishing before they were discovered, but they have been very !'c-:_w,

From the present rate of wages and quantity of employment given to labourers, it would
be impossible to reserve what would support their children, m case of their being left
orphans ; they never attempt it. How are they to attempt making such a provision, when
the rate of wages is not sufficient for their support, il' they have large families? The
support of orphans generally falls upon the nearest relatives. '

Formerly, and even within these latter years, the churchwardens took charge of deserted
children. -

At the last assizes the Protestant clergy sought for presentments from the going judge
assize, but few parishes obtained what was requisite ; it is hoped, however, that at the spring
assizes what 1s required will be done. The churchwardens do not now, in several parishes,
take charge of children who have been deserted. At last Easter there was no appointment
of such officers; there was responsibility and risk and odium attached to it; and it was
severe to inflict upon Protestants exclusively such an office.

No parochial provision was ever contemplated by the lrish laws for any children but those
who had been deserted.

They were usually (when taken charge of by the churchwardens) put out to nwse; they
were always taken good care of, and had great tenderness shown them. The clergy visit
them, and the churchwardens see them, at the periods when those who take care of them
are paid.

Five pounds per annum is the highest sum which can be expended on the support of cach
child. Heretofore the sum was provided by a vestry assessment; but since that was
abolished it has been sought for, under a special law, from the going judge of assize.

There is no Foundling-hospital to which they can be sent. I never heard of any com-.
plaints being made concerning the distribution of the fund by the churchwardens. Those
deserted children who were taken care of by the churchwardens were, under the direction of
the vestry, apprenticed to trades or as servants.

There was an apprentice fund levied on the parish. When children are deserted at a more
advanced age than what may be termed infancy, the law makes no provision for them, and
they genera%iy become beggars. I think the practice of taking care of deserted children
increases the number of desertions; but if no charge were taken of them, might not a worse
crime and consequence be apprehended ? Desertion has not decreased since the closing of
the Foundling-hospital in Dublin. The parish still afforded protection to the deserted. It
may be remarked, however, that the Foundling-hospital discontinued the indiscriminate
reception of children long before it closed.

The present system certainly requires improvement; the provision is now no longer by.
vestry, but from the grand jury through the judge. The superintendence of churchwardens
either has been or will soon be withheld, and the office itself will cease altogether.

The improvement which I would propose, is to commit the superintendence of descrted
children exclusively to the parochial ministry, I mean the ministry of the Hstablished
Church, and that the funds requisite be entrusted to their hands, and the due administra-
tion thereof be.accounted for before the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, whose duty it should
be made to control this expenditure. Th

&
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The general opinion was against provision by vestry, as has recently been expressed.
How far the mode by grand jury presentment will be more generally acceptable, is yet to be
proved.

Ehidence of Dr. M*Hale, ®. c. Archbishop of Tuum, as written by himself.

There is scarcely an example (I never heard of any) of legitimate children having been
deserted.
There are not any funds for the support of deserted children ; few of them are sheltered

or educated by the religious orders. The churchwarden does not always take charge of
‘them.

Persons who attended the Examination.

Mr. Wizrtiam Brrmrnemam, woollen-draper.—Rev. Dr. BurkEr, roman-catholic rector of this
parish and dean of Dunmore.—~GrorGE CLENDENNING, €sq., magistrate.—Mr. CoLLIns, a gen-
‘tleman connected with the press—Ricirarp Gissowns, small farmer of 12 acres,—Mr. Lance,
clerk of petty sessions and churchwarden.—Marreew M‘DoNNELL, esq. magistrate.—RoBERT
W. MILvEA, esq., magistrate—Wirrram MMireRr, small farmer of 12 acres.—Lpwanrp
M<Narry, weaver.—Jouy Reecan, labourer.—ThomAs Reirry, labourer.—Mr. Georce
Woobs, general merchant.—Mr. Joun Wyxxg, general merchant.

Mgr. LArGE, churchwarden, says: “ The parochial assessment for the support of deserted
«children has been discontinued for three years. Since that time only one child has been
deserted, though the practice had previously been very common. This child is supported
by a subscription among the richer classes.

The number of orphans has been lately very much increased by the prevalence of cholera,
Mr. Large, having been one of the officers of health, has had an opportunity of judging of
their numbers, which he thinks cannot be under 300, of children below the age of 12 years,
left without father or mother. He says a subscription was raised at the time for their relief,
by which perhaps one-fourth of them were assisted. Some of them were clothed, so as to
fit them to be taken as helpers into farmers’ houses or families in the town. Some got pro-
visions that kept them together for a few months. If the parents had beld land, and any
of the family were able to hold it on, they were never disturbed in the possession, and the
arrear due by the parents was generally forgiven them. I cannot call to mind any instance
in which some of the family were not able to hold on the farm. 'What became of the other
three-fourths has not fallen under my notice, but from what I know of the habits of the
country people, T must suppose that a large proportion were sheltered by relatives or
neighbours, by whom the services of the elder children would be deemed nearly as equivalent
for their food ; the younger would be a dead weight on them. A very large number must
have been reduced to beggary; the children of the town labourers, particularly, could
scarcely have any other resource. Mr. M‘Miler and Reilly think there cannot be less than
40 to 50 orphans begging in the town alone, and mention one case of three children, the
eldest about eight years an, not having a single friend to look after them, who may be seen
every day going together from door to door begging for food ; their lodging they can easily
get from any o% the poorer classes. M*Nally, who lives in the country, says : ¢ In the houses
next to me, on each side, two families of children, one consisting of four, the other of three,
were last year left orphans, their fathers and mothers being carried off within a few hours of
each other by cholera. In the former case the parents held a rood of land, on which they
had planted some potatoes before their death. The children received some assistance from
the subscription fund mentioned above, which helped them until their crop was fit for use.
Their cabin fell in, and the neighbours rebuilt it, and whenever they came short of pro-
visions the neighbours were ready to assist them, but they never begged publicly. The
eldest was a boy, of 12 years ; a merchant, out of charity, gives him some employment in
his store, which enables him to do something for himself and his brother and sisters. I,
myself, took one of them, a girl, into my own house; I am a weaver, and she winds some

uills for me; I took her in from charity ¥, but this makes it come easier to me. The other
amily of three got no assistance from the subscription fund. My daughter took one of
them into her house for charity, though no way related, but as a neighbour; the child
makes herself of use, she minds an infant for her while she is otherwise engaged. * Their
aunt, a hard struggling widow, undertook the support of the other two. This is the way
orphan children are dispersed, through their charitable neighbours and relatives, if they have
any such to look after them ; if they have not they must beg.” ;

- The witnesses do not know any instance of an infant being left an orphan without elder
brothers or sisters to take charge of it. If such occurred there would most probably be
found some relatives of the parents to undertake the care of it. :

"M'Nally is a very poor man, a weaver; he has not constant employment; but may earn on an
average 3s5. 2 week. He holds half an acre of land, i
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Persons who attended the Lxamination.

RoBrrT ARMSTRONG, €sq., at present engaged building a bridge, and cmploys many labourers.—
Epwanrp AriNsoy, esq., merchant and churchwarden—Jamus Browne, labourer.—WiLriam
CALDWELL, esq-, ¢. c¢.—Tuapy Carvaw, labourer.—Parricx Coorer, labourer.—Itey. Mr.
CosrrLLo, pavish priest.—DMr. MarTin CuLkEss, classical teacher.— DEVELIN, 5., M.D,
—Jounw Durrey, labourer.—Jorpax Frrzsrerney, broken down labourer.—Carnerine
Fryuw, beggar.—OweN GALLAGHER, broken down labourer.—WirrLiAm 1IANLEeY, labourcr.—
Manvy Haxiey, beggar,.—Mr. Jonn Inviy, farmer—Widow Kinsoy, lubourer’s widow.—
Srepuaey Lorrus, esq., merchant.—James Lorrus, labourer.— .—— Mluci, esq., . p.—
Parnick M¢Naiara,labourer,—M;r. Jouny Moyrrs, farmer, and owner of a number of labourer's
cabins.—THomAas O'Hanra, labourer~Dominick Warpron, labourer.—Rev. Mr. VERSCLOYLE,
protestant rector.

Trere are at present four deserted children inthe parish, all of whom were deserted more
than two years ago; they were at first supported by parochial assessment; but for the last
two years the parshioners have refused to assess themselves for that purpose; some giving
for reason, that no churchwarden would undertake to collect the assessment ;5 others, that 1t
operated as an encouragement to the practice of desertion. There bave been no desertions
since the assessment has ceased, which all the witnesses agree in considering as a conse-
quence of this cessation, “ for while the funds were forthcoming there was no lack of appli-
cations.” 'The support of the children deserted before that time now falls on the nurses with
whom they were put out by the churchwardens, before the collection of the parochial funds
for their support ceased. Assistance of a few shillings is occasionally given from the poor-
money collected at the protestant church.  John Walsh, a labourer, one of the persons on
whom the support of three foundlings has now devolved, says: * I have seven children of
my own, from nine months to 18 yeurs of age, to support. Four years ago my wife under-
took the care of a foundling for 6s. per month ; we were regularly paid for the first and
second years; the third year, I processed the churchwardens and recovered the amount.
£.2 is now due to me, and if 1 had it, it would enable me to release my conacre potatoes.
But theugh I know the churchwarden is accountable to me by law for the money, the law is
little protection to me, as I am too poor to pay for it. | worked yesterday for 5d,, and have
no work to get to-day, and the expense of filing and serving the process and the attorney’s
fee would amonnt to 45, 6d.”

No instance of infanticide has occurred for several years, nor any of deserted children
perishing before discovered.

Mr. Atkinson mentions an instance of the inhabitants of a village where a child was
deserted undertaking the support of it four years ago, at a time when funds were levied for
that purpose oft’ the parish, and they might have relieved themselves of the burden by an
application to the churchwarden. They passed the child from house to house, leaving it w
few wecks at each, as they had agreed on among them, until it came to 2 married couple,
who, having no children, adopted 1t, and have since reared it as their own.  Mr. Atkingon
cannot explain the indifference of the villagers to ridding themselves of the burden otherwise
than by supposing that each individual might have thought it less trouble to support the
child for a few weeks than take it four or five miles to the 51urchwarden, where probably he
had some doubt of succeeding in his application.

¥
Persons who attended the Livamination.

—— Braxe, esq., police officer~~Fraxcrs Burke, esq.—Mr. BuTLeg, large farmer.—Wrrryan
Busrrer, landholder, 10 acres—Rev. Mr. CrRAMPTON, protestant rector, and magistrate.—
—— Erwoop, esq., magistrate.—Mr, Jony Erwoop, shopkeeper.—Joun I'inN, esq., magistrate
and resident proprietor.—Twomas Horxins, labourer.—Micrarr Hyxzes, butcher.—WarLrer
Jenwinas, labourer.—Mr, M{DoNNELL, large farmer.—PETER MOLOWNEY, weaver.~—~ANTHONY
O’Briey, stonescutter.—Rev. Mr. WALDRON, roman-catholic rector. :

No child has been deserted in this parish for several years; and the case of a young child,
or family of children, deprived of both their parents, 1s rare;; when it does occur, they are
taken care of by the relatives of the parents,_lf they_ can afford it, or if the parents l}mre left
any means ; if not, the cldest would 'beﬁ with or for the youngest, O’Bl'l?l.l mentions one
case of two very young children deprived of their parents, and baving no friend to provide
for them ; he himself gave them lodging in hishouse lor a year-and-a-half, while they begged
for their food, which he could not afford them.
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Persons who attended the Examination.

Jonw Barxs, cottier, holds 2 4 acres—Jouxn Cox, farmer, holding 8 acres.—JAMEs FremiLL,
cottier, holds 1 acre.—JanmEs GALLAGHER, farmer, 7 acres.—Rev. Mr. GisBoxs, roman-catholic
rector.—Mr. AusTiN G1BBONS, assistant to Mr. Durkin, apothecary.—Mires Jovcs, cottier, holds
1} acres—Par MaLry, an old man past his labour, did hold 2 acres.—RocEr M‘Donocn,
cotiier, holds 2} acres.—Par M‘Dox~erz, farmer, holding 8 acres.—WiLiiam M‘Eviry,
farmer, 5 acres.—Rev. Mr. Porrer, protestant curate.—Mr. REe, land-steward to Marquis of
Sligo, the principal proprietor of the parish.

O~y one child has been deserted in this parish for several years, and the instances alto-
gether have been so rare that the witnesses cannot say whetherthe practice is on the decline
or otherwise ; nothing can be ascertained of the number of orphans. The witnesses do not
recollect an instance of an infant being deprived of both its parents; orphans of a more
advanced age sometimes beg, and sometimes are sheltered by the neighbours, particularly
when old enough to render some assistance about the house or farm.

Persons who attended the Lramination.

Epwarp Burke, farmer of 13 acres.—Bries Deane, cooper and small farmer.—Enyuxp
Dickson, mendicant.—Janes Dovocnor, bailiff to Major Bingham, the principal proprietor in
the parish.—Widow EarLy.—Wirriam FEangus, bailiff to Mr. Everard.—Dominick FrexiLr,
labourer.—Widow Geracury.—Martis Hozay, labourer.—Captain IRELAND, stipendiary
magistrate.—PAT LAVELLE, labourer.—Rev, Mr. Lyoxs, parish priest.—NMr. Wy, Mereprrm,
chief constable of police.—Captain NuGe~T, magistrate —Mr. O'Briew, parish schoolmaster.—
Frank O’DoxnELL, labourer, impotent from age.— Hucn O’'MaLvy, cottier.—Widow RerLry.

No children have been deserted in this parish within the recollection of any of the wit-
nesses. There have been a few cases of infanticide, in which the children have been inva-
riably believed illegitimate : two such cases have happened within the last two years, both
supgosed to have been caused by the father’s refusal to support the child. TIn one case, the
mother was turned out of doors by her parents, partly for ihe disgrace she brought on them,
Eartly from their inability to support an increase of family ; under these circumstances, and

eing unable to support the child by any industry of her own, she was driven to the com-
mission of the crime,

There is a great number of orphan children through the villages, their number being
greatly increased since cholera visited this district; they live mostly by begging, thewr
relatives being for the most part too poor to undertake thé support of them. Many of them
between the ages of 12 and 18 hire with the small farmers, perhaps for one quarter, and beg
the next. During spring and harvest they may obtain scme casual employment, but in
winter and summer begging is their only resource. This applies only to orEhans above
12 years, below that age they must beg through the whole year; {the elder beg for the
younger children; and if any be old enough to marry, all the others fall in upon them for
support.

Persons who attended the Ezamination.

TromAs Brapsuaw, labourer.—Morcan Crorrow, esq. J.p.—Hev. M, DEvIiNE, roman-catholic
rector of the parish.—Capt. Duckwonrs, J. p.~—JoHN FAREMAN, innkeeper.—Rev. Tuomas
Hackert, protestant vicar of the parish.—The Viscount LonTow, lord-lieutenant of the county.
—OweNn Lioyp, esq. J.P—JonN MaNGHAN, road inspector—JouN MuLmaLry, esq. general

" merchant.—M. O’Brien, labourer.—Jony ROBERTSON, esq. J. P.

Tur year before last, the number of deserted children in the parish was eight ; there are
now six on the list; five within the last three years. All who are deserted are supposed to
be illegitimate. The mother either stays near the child, to see what becomes of it, or if fear
or shame induces her to leave the neighbourhood, she generally returns soon after to know
the result ; more children are left in houses than in the fields or on the road, The working
classes could certainly not provide for their children, in the event of their being orphans.
“ How could I do it,” said Mr. O'Brien, *“ when I have not regular work. perhaps more
than three or four days in the week, at 8d. a day?” There is scarcely any observation to
be made on the provision for deserted children ; the cases are so few, that no distinct opinion
is entertained by the majority of intelligent persons on the subject, and the recent changes
in the law have not yet had time to be understood or practised. There is no orphan insti-
tution of any kind, no hospital for foundlings, or apprentice fund, in the parish. There
would be much less expense in nursing foundlings in the conntry than in providing for them
in an hospital. The women who nurse them become almost invariably attached to them,
and rear them as their own children. There has been no observable increase or decrease in
the number of deserted children. There is a general regret throughout the country, th];at
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6 APPENDIX ¢to FIRST REPORT from the COMMISSIONERS for tnquiring

the National Hospital should have been closed. “ I am opposed,” said Mr. Devine, “ upon
rcligious grounds, to the re-establishment of the Foundling-hospital.” The people have
the same feeling, and are also opposed to it, because it separated, for life, the child from
the unfortunate mother.

Persons who attended the Lxaminalion.

Rev. Dr. BLuNDELL, protestant rector of Kileckvan.—Rev. Joux Bovp, catholic curate of Kilkee-
van.—Fnaxcis Craxcy, farmer.—Cox Corrown, small farmer—James Courow, potter.—
Mr. Tuomas DiLvon, shopkeeper,.—JamEs GArrNeY, working mason.—Capt, Gray, Dale-
field.—Joux Kerry, labourer.—Rev: Perrr M‘Dermotrr, catholic curate of Kilkeevan.—
Tiomas M{GrAT, esq., J- p. Castlerea.—O'Coxnor Dox, Clonalice.—DMr. Grorer VAuanax,
farmer.—Wizrian R. WiLLs, esq. Castlerea.—OweN Youna, esq., Harristown.

Tuere are five at present on the list; none have been added to the number for the last 12
months, and the habit of deserting is greatly decreasing within the last 10 years; there
was one instance last year of a cluld perishing before it was discovered. Looking to the
wages in this country, it was considered that no man could lay by a provision for his
children; but Kelly stated, he knew a man who went to England for four years, to harvest-
work, and at his death he left his daughter 3o/, : but here, between funerals and holidays,
and days lost attending markets and fairs, and not haying any certain employment for the
remainder, they never successfully attempt it. In the barony there are no religious houses
where deserted children could find shelter. According to the laws providing for deserted
children, it is compulsory on the vestry to assess for wages. In case of refusal, application
is to be made to the judge of assize ; no such applications have been made. As to the com-
parative expense of deserted children reared in the Foundling-hospital and those brought
up among the peasantry, the hospital provision was much more expensive. As to their
comparative morals, many brought up in the Foundling-hospital have turned out badly ;
cannot tell of the others. To the question, “ Were not the latter obliged to beg when a few
years old 7 it was answered, *“ That the practice of taking charge of them by the parish
was too recent to allow of one judging of the fact.” 'The custom of supporting deserted
children by the parish of course leads to their desertion, but desertion of children has
materially decreased since the closing of the Foundling-hospital in Dublin. On the point of
further legislative interference, it was conceived advisable to extend the provisions of the
Acts at present in force, making it compulsory on the grand jury to assess to a fixed amount
for children up to the age that they are able fo go to work for their own support.

Persuns who attended the Lzamination.

\

Joun BYRNE, esq.—Rev. Parrick Conxirr, catholic curate.—Truomas Connrron, labourer.—
Mr. James Briiorr, miller.—Mr. Jony FinNrry, general shopkeeper.—Rev. J. Prrzornany,
catholic rector.—Marrirw Kervry, weaver.—NMr. Micuaen Kunny, farmer.—Tinomas Kenny,
labourer.—Joux E. Maroruer, esq.—JAMEs RaTTIcAN, beggar.

Tuere are three deserted children for the last four years in the Union, and the practice of
deserting children had decreased. There was not any reason to suppose thut any of those
deserted were legitimate, nor was any instance known where the child perished before it was
discovered. As to the labouring man’s ability to provide for his children, neither he nor
the small farmer can save anything, if it was the will of God to take him away, to leave
for the support of his children. Since the abolition of the vestry-cess, in order to save the
expense of collecting the small funds that by the late Act of Parliament a vestry was still
left power to assess for providing for deserted children, we have annually made collections
in the chapels and collect adequate funds.

The instances of children losing both parents are extremely rare, and wheun they do
arise, some relative or neighbour is found willing to befriend the destitute orphan.

The expenditure on each child by the parish is about 4 {. or 5. to the nurse.

Persons who attended the Examination.

Rev. EDWARD ArwaARDp, protestant curate.—Mr. James Banrser, land agent.—Dr. CouLTER,
dispensary surgeon.—Joux FenwNy, labourer—Micuarr TFrenwy, labourer—~Wirniamx P.
Fenwy, farmer.—DMr. P. M¢‘Tuckex, farmer.—~Jamrs MurnLew, labourer.—Rev. MiciiAzL
O'CALLAGHAN, P.P.—IRev. Mr. SAUNDERSON, presbyterian minister.—C. Symresor, farmer.

Tuere is not a single deserted child in the parish ; there are many orphans, but they are
all supported by their relations. There have been only two cases of deserted chiKlren
within the last five years; and since the closin% of the Foundling-hospital in Dublin, the
practice of desertion has been on the decrease. No further legislative interference is deemed
necessary for the protection of deserted children, as a certainty of support would increase
the number.

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit



into the STATE OF THE POORER CLASSES IN IRELAND. 7

Persons who attended the Examination.

Rev. Grorcr Dawsox, impropriate curate of Aghade, and vicar of Ballin.—Rev. Mr. Kixsera,
». »., of Ballin.—Mr. Micnarr LeNow, miller and farmer.—Mr. Tronas Tonvinsow, farmer.

A7 the time of our visit, the Rev. Mr. Dawson had not in his portion of the district under
consideration a single deserted child, nor had a case of desertion occurred during the pre-
vious three years. On the other hand, the Rev. Mr. Kinsela informed us, that within the
limits of his (the catholic) parish, there were four deserted children and eight orphans, and
he estimated at about three the number of desertions each year; and nearly as many orphans
were left unprovided for.

The number of desertions continues steady, and the children exposed are for the most
part illegitimate.

The scanty wages of the labouring man render it impossible for him to leave anything to
his children; and when these are left orphans at an early age, they are generally brought
up by some charitable neighbour, and when old enough are expected to provide for them-
selves. The law provides for the deserted only, and in order to obtain the benefit of it, it
is only necessary that the churchwarden should receive an affidavit from the person finding
the child that the parents are unknown, and that the child should appear to be under 12
months old. Sometimes deserted children have recourse to begging, when a few years old.
Mr. Kinsela “ recollects a family of four children who supported themselves in this way,
until they were able to earn wages by J;oing to service.”

There is no foundling-hospital; and neither the practice of taking charge of deserted
children, nor the closing of tEe Dublin Foundling-hospital, has had any influence on the
amount of desertion within the district. It is thought that the present system works
well, and that any further legislative interference might have the effect of increasing the
practice.

Persons who attended the Examination.

Lient. Jamrs BaTTERsBY, magistrate, chief constable of police.—Rev. Mr. Broop, presbyterian
clergyman,—Mr. RoeerT BROWNE, secretary to the grand jury..—Mr, E. Burier, magistrate.—
Mr. Bynwe, 11 years in the employ of Mr. Coffee, brewer.—Mr. Jonx Corrzee, malster and brewer.,
—Tnomas Cox, esq., distiller and merchant.—Rev. MicaAEL DwyER, R. €. curate.—Mr. SAMUEL
Havenrow, general merchant and storekeeper.—Mr. I'. HavcuToN, magistrate.—ADAM Jack-
SON, esq.— STANBY Jonwsow, baker.—RoBert Krxwa, labourer, in the employ of Mr. Coffee,
brewer.—RoBErRT LAwLor, grocer.—JosErit Lywcm, working carpenter and builder.—Mr.
Frawcis MonTGomERY, apothecary,— Right Rev. Dr. Noraw, n.c. bishop.-—Mr. MEaDpE NESBITT
Stow, physician.—Rev. Gronee VEeRr¥oN, rector of the pavish.

Tue number of deserted children in the parish at present is about 10, and the average
for the last three years is three. Desertions are not increasing here. The deserted children
are supposed to be illegitimate, and, in many cases, perish before they are discovered.
Considering the wages of the labouring classes, it was considered impossible for parents to
lay by any provision for their children in case of their becoming orphans; neither is it ever
attempted. Deserted children are neither supported by private contributions, nor brought
up by religious houses; nor are there any general subscriptions, by the poorer classes, of
small sums for the purpose of having them nursed and reareé.

The construction put on the laws about the provision for deserted children requires that
the child must be under 12 months old, found destitute and deserted, and without any trace
as to the parents. Ifat the vestry the parishioners disagree about the provision for a deserted
child, then the clergyman applies to the sitting judge of assize, who gives a * fiat” on the
parish, which is afterwards collected by the chief constable of the barony. The church-
warden always takes charge of deserted children, as overseer of deserted children, but not
in his character of churchwarden. The reason why deserted children only are provided for
by the parish is, the law does not make provision for any other. The churchwardens, as
overseers, always put the child to nurse to some woman in the parish, so as that the chil-
dren may be often brought to them for inspection; and if the child is old enough to go to
school, a certificate of attendance is required from the master of the “ Carlow public day-
school:” the children must be brought up protestants. The limit of expenditure for each
child is 5/. late Irish currency, whic%n is drawn from a fund raised by parochial assessment ;
the assessment on the parish is made in proportion to the number of children on the list;
and made on the valuation of the holdings by the parishioners assembled at vestry, who
appoint an apil-otting committee. Before the applotment can be collected, it must be pro-
duced at next Easter meeting, where the parishioners have the power of making objections ;
and 1f still dissatisfied, have the power of applying to the barrister at next quarter sessions.

In this parish there have been no reason for being discontented with the distribution of
this fund gy the churchwardens, nor have they been guilty of any peculation. There is no
foundling hospital where deserted children could be sent, since the one in Dublin was closed
two years ago. The children are not yet old enough to be apprenticed, the hospital being
but two years closed; besides, there is no apprentice fund.
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The expense of sending deserted children to nurse among the peasantry is much greater
than providing for them i the Foundling-hospital ; the charge at ]n'nsuut being an annual
IJl;ne of 5., nstead of, as heretofore, that sum covering the entire charge at the Foundling-

ospital.

(?Iﬁltlren who have been deserted have been remarked in their course through life to be
ill-conducted, owing to carelessness in sclecting proper masters.  Mr. Vernon says, “ I have
been told by some children, on my remonstrating with them, that during their apprentice-
ship they were made to sleep with the pigs, and otherwise ill-treated.” There was no
instance known of children, not provided for by the parish, being obliged to beg to support
themselves. There are no children supported by the Protestant Ovphan Society. It was
considered that the desertion of children may be encouragoed by the practice ol takimg charge
of them. Desertion of children has not increased since the closing of the Foundling-hospital.
The Rey. Mr. Vernon and Mr. Jackson would suggest, as advisable, some power to raisc a
fund for apprenticing children at a certain age; and the Rev. Mr. Dwyer is of opinion, that
the religious persuasion of the child ought not to be limited to any particular denomination,
but decided by the majority of the rate-payers.

Persons who attended the Iixamination.

Rev. Arrnur Haws ATrINsON, protestant curate.—Pmirir Baewary, esq., J. ». Dunleckny.—
Hon. and Rev. Deaw Berxarp, rector of Wells, West Idrone.—Mr, Parrick Dourcrr, fivmer,
Kilearrick—Ronert Buwsury, shoemaker.—Mr. Wirrtam Conrnricaw, postmaster.—James
Davis, millwright and carpenter.—Mr. Dowring, brewer and grocer.—Joun Haxauax,
labourer,—Licut. Huenn Hawksmaw, chief constable of police.—Rev. Mr. Kenog, parish priest,
Leighlin, barony of West Idrone.—Mr. Rrcmanp Keuor, wmerchant. —Mr. Jonw Lrrrre,
draper.—Tnomas Lrrrow, esq., Bagnalstown.—Rev. Mr. M'Manov, catholic curate of Wells,
West [drone.—~Joun Macrr, brewer and farmer, Leighlin, barony of West Tdrone. —Bbr. Parrick
Monaw, grocer and merchant, Leighlin.~Wirrian O'NErwr, esq.—Mr. Tenuvcr O'Nercy, inn-
keeper and farmer, Leighlin.—Rev. Mr. Axprew Puzray, roman-catholic coadjutor.—Colonel
Rocurorr, magistrate, Clagrenan.—Rev. Samuer Ronerrs, parish priest, Leighlin— —— Sin-
GLETON, ¢s(., farmer and merchant.—Mr. Parrick Tieryrey, grocer and farmer.—Mr. Hinny
Warsow, general merchant, Leighlin,

Rev. Mr. Phelan says, « There are from 30 to 40 orphans supported cither by their rela-
tions or by begging in the parish of Dunleckny.”

Dean Bernard and the Kev. Mr. Atkinson say, that in the parish of Wells there are two
deserted children,

“ The deserted children are invariably illegitimate, and supposed to be deserted with the
hope that, they will be better provided for than if the mothers were to try to rear them,”——
(Rev. Mr. Atkinson, &e.)

The children seldom perish before they are discovered. Mr. Singleton mentions one
instance of a child who was found 1n the middle of a field without any marks of violence
on its person. It was supposed to have perished from cold.  Tn Wells, Dean Bernard only
knows of one instance of infanticide within 12 years,

It is universally allowed that the labouring classes are quite nnable to make any provision
for their orphans, “ from never having a shi%linp; they can call their own.”

Colonel ltochfort says, “ The orphans are frequently supported by the relations, and are
sometimes taken by families and brought up as their own children ; but the law only allows
a provision for children under 12 months old found destitute and deserted, and somctimes
presentments are obtained from the judge of assize where the parish has neglected to sap-

ort the child : the duty of attending to deserted children devolves on the parish overscer,
y whom the children are usually sent to some woman in the parish to be nursed.”

The clergymen generally go to see the children at the residence of the nurse, or they are
brought to them. ¢ Sure y, when they want money,” the greatest amount of which allowed
for each child is 57, which is raised by parochial assessment, being an acreable rate in
general—(all concur.)

The Rev, Mr, Atkinson says, “ Those children brought up by the parish nurses are much
healthier than those reared in an institution.”

Col. Rochfort also states it as his opinion, “ that those children who had been privately
withheld by the nurses and brought up with their own children are infinitely more moral
than those sent back to the Foundling-hospital and apprenticed out by them ; many in-
stances that he has known of those children being apprenticed out, have turned out very
badly.” Rev. Mr. Atkinson corroborated this, and says, “ that in almost all cases the
females turn out badly.”

It is generally thought less expensive and a greater advantage to have the deserted
children put out to nurse than sent to a foundling-hospital. Mr. Singleton says, “he knows
an instance of a woman who has taken a child and guaranteed to bear the whole onus of
its support for 40s. She stated that she was its grandmother. These children, after a
residence of a few years, become in every way part members of the family, and are not
treated as a separate class.”

Colonel Rochfort thinks the mortality greater amongst those children who are sent to the
Foundling-hospital, than those who are nursed in the parish, which probably ma ::;1

atinbu
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attributed to the hardships suffered while travelling to the hospital, and that those who are
nursed in the parish are much better off in every way, as they are generally sent to a hounse
where there is a cow ; and the people became so attached to them as to make no difference
between them and their own children. :

This facility of having illegitimate children well taken care of may increase the number
of them, but it prevents infanticide—(all concur.)

Dean Bernard thinks the closing of the Dublin Foundling-hospital a matter of regret,
and that it has been a cause of great inconvenience to the parochial clergy.

Colonel Rochfort thinks it desirable that illegitimate children should be left with the
nurses, as they in general become quite attached to them, and it is with the greatest pain
and reluctance that they will give them up.

Rev. Mr. Atkinson says he has known several instanees of deserted children, when
apprenticed out, running away from their masters and returning to their nurses.

Persons who attended the Lramination.

Captain CanTeER.—Reverend G. Dawsox, late curate of Tullow.—RoserT Do¥NE, €sq. 3. Pom
Mr. Dwyer, farmer.—Major Eusrace, 1.p.—DMr. THoMAS GERMAINE, draper and farmer.—
Reverend Beresronp Jomysrtow, rector,—James KEeerLey, mason.—Parrice MANany,
labourer.—LawrencE MuRrPHY, carpenter.—Mr. Lawre~NcE MURPHY, innkeeper and farmer.—
James Nezin, labourer.-—Reverend Taomas Noraw, ».p., administrator,—Mr. Jonn Novranw,
farmer.—Joux PaAyyE, esq. M.p.—Mr. Micnaer Roacae~Mr. Jony WHALEY, grocer.—
Captain WHELAY, J. P.

Tarre are no orphans supported by the parish, but the Rev.B. Johnston said there
were six foundlings and five protestant orphans in it at present. The foundlings are merely
sent from the Foundling-hospital to nurse. The orphans are also from the Protestant
Orphan Society in Dublin, and placed at nurse. There were only two deserted children
in the parish during the last three years, who were sent to the Foundling-hospital in Dublin.
The custom is deereasing. The children are supposed to be mostly illegitimate, and deserted,
with the hope of their being better provided for than the means of the mother could possibly
do. Rev. Mr. Johnston stated a case within his own knowledge, where a female servant
left her child in the premises of a farmer who was the father; the mother would have been
herself unable to provide for it. The children seldom perish before they are discovered ;
wages heing at present only sufficient to support life, and the rents of cabins very high.
Rev. Mr. Johnston and Mr. Doyne were both of opinion that parents could not lay up any
provision in the event of their children becoming orphans; and the idea is not known or
attempted by the labourers. They are not supported by private contributions, and the
poorer classes do not, by weekly subscriptions of 1d. or 2 d,, maintain them. To come
under the operation of the laws for providing for deserted children, they must be under
12 months old, and no trace of their parents discovered.

Presentments for the maintenance of deserted children are obtained from the assizes when
required. The churchwardens, since the extinction of vestry cess, do not invarigbly take
charge of such children. The law provides for no others than children deserted in the
parish; they are not put to nurse by churchwardens. There are none supported by the

arish. There is no foundling-hospital to which deserted children can invariably be sent.

here are five children supported by the Protestant Orphan Society. The Rev. B. Johnston
said they were well clothed and fed, and gs. per annum allowed for educating, and placed
under the control of the Protestant rector. The practice of taking charge of deserted chil-
dren leads to forsaking them, but on the other hand may prevent infanticide. The Rev. B.
Johnston was assured by a most competent judge, that the inerease of infanticide generally
has been awful since the closing of the Foundling-hospital in Dublin. The practice of
desertion has decreased since it has closed. Further legislative interference on the point is
considered necessary, and that the duthof the parochial offices ought to be more closely
defined, and more imperative. Rev. Mr. Johnston stated that he suffered severely by the
uncertain state of the law in the parish of St. Canice in Kilkenny, where four children were
i]i& at different times on his premises, under the idea that he was bound to provide for

em.

Persons who attended the Eremination.

James Bayxx, publican and farmer.—~Very Rev. Mr. Fravacan.—Epwarp Marxs, labourer.—
Parrick Murvany, tillage farmer.—J. H. NancLE, esq. J. 2., resident country gentleman,—
Rev. Evezye O'Reivy, catholic curate..—Rev. Mr, PALMER, protestant rector.

Turre are five deserted children in these parishes. Rev. Mr. Flanagan says, in 27
years they h_ave not amounted to one in two years, and do not appear to increase or decrease.
There is no instance of a legitimate child being deserted. A few have perished before they
Lave been discovered. Deserted children are supported by Sunday collections at the chapel;
some by charitable individuals.

M. Nangle says, some are supported by grand jury presentments. The Rev. Mr. Flanagan
says, the protestant minister applied for such presentments, and obtained 5/. for one deserted
child. hen money is raised by presentment, the minister sends the child to be nursed.
One instance occurred where the person appointed to collect money for the nursing of a de-
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serted child, having promised payment to the nurse, and not being able to collect, wag
obliged by the magistrates to pay it himself : he was afterwards remunerated by grand jury
presentment. Some time after it was discovered that the father of the child was the brother
to the collector; he absconded to America on the discovery being made.  Five pounds is
the amount allowed for each child. Vote of vestry empowers a collection un the parish,
The parishioners invariably refuse to pay ; application is then made for grand jury present-
ment, which is always granted. The children nursed by parish subseriptions are sent to
farmers when able to work; and thongh they are more strong, more healthy, and better
in morals than those brought upin the Dublin I'oundling-hospital, yet they do not turn out
as well as those brought up by their parents. All concur in thinking that the praclice of
taking charge of deserted children leads to their desertion. Some short time ago o child was
deserted in the parish; the mother was observed to conceal herself near the spot, and re-
mained there during the day until the child was taken up.

Persons who attended the Feaminadion.

RoBERT ARCHBOLD, esq. magistrate.—Dryan Bovrarr, labourer.—Mr. Jory Concoran, farmer.—
Tromas Doraw, labourer.—Rev. Lavrexnce Dunng, parish priest of Castledermot and Timolin.—
Mr. Joun Duwnng, farmer—Rev. R. L. Fitzgibbon, parish curate of Castledermot.—Rev. Anen-
porp Hamrrrox, vicar of Castledermot.—Jornx Hurcminsow, farmer.—Mr, Syvvesten Kerny,
farmer.—Micuael Krocu, farmer.—Mr. Tuomas Mac Dowvanp, farmer.—Mr. Jamrs Mac
Doxarp, farmer.—Mr, Parrick Magrarir, farmer.—Mr. Dawinrn MLovanniw, farmer—Rev,
Epwarp Muvreny, catholic curate.—Mr. Jouy Murrny, famer.—Joun Muwrny, farmer,—
Crartes Near, farmer.—Grorer Paywe, esq—Janmns Pavne.—Nr. Eowaun Scunny (who
took the census of this parish).—MziciaeL Styrrs, farmer,

An the period of the visit of the Assistant Commissioners, there were six deserted chil-
dren in the parish; and on an average of threc years, they were informed that about twe
desertions occur annually. The Rev. Mr. Fitzgibbon says that the crime is, il anything,
rather on the increase in frequency ; and he 1s gisposcd to seek the cause in the closing the
Foundling-hospital in Dublin. * Urlder present circumstances,” says he, “ the mother
has continual opportunities of seeing ber child, as it is always put to nurse in the parish in
which it is found.” Tormerly a woman hesitated long before she deserted her oflspring, as
the chances were, that after it had been sent to the hospital she would never set. her eyes on
it aguin. Most foundlings are supposed to be of illegitimate bivth, M. Fitzgihbon states
positively, that he never knew an instance where a legitimaté child was deserted by its
parents. None have ever perished before being discovered, as they are generally placed in
some conspicuous or much-frequented place; very frequently at the door of the purish
priest. Itis considered that it would have been quite impossible for the parents of those
children who have been left orphans to have made any provision for them. “ It could not
be done,” remarks Mr. Hamilton, “ because their wages barely afford them the necessaries
of life. I expect that hefore next Christmas the lahourers will be obliged to work for Gd.
or 8d. a day. The farmers, after paying their rents, will have hardly money to pay them
with, the price of all produce is so very low.” There are not any religious orders to under-
take the care of orphans, nor do the labowring classes enter into any subscription for the
purpose. When any child is found deserted, and that its parents cannot be discovered, or
when, as Mr. Hamilton conceives, its parents, from physical or other causes, are incapable
of supporting it, the law provides that the parish shall make a provision for its support.
Presentments are also allowed by the grand jury for the purpose; and the churchwardens,
who are also in general constituted overseers of foundlings, are bound to attend to the duo
application of the funds thus procured. In Mr. IHamilton’s opinion, orphans have fully as
strong a claim upon the parish as deserted children; and he adds, that if any objection was
made to the maintaining of such, he would immediately apply to the judge of assize, and he
has no doubt that he would be allowed a presentment. ~ Children of both descriptions are
put out to nurse by the churchwardens, in their capacity of overseers, and are always given
to women resident in the parish, over whom a constant control is casily exercised. The
Rev. Mr. Fitzgibbon is in the habit of having the children brought to him two or three times
a year; and always previous to an lz.]pplicatiqn for a presentment, he has never had rcason
to complain of their being neglected. £. 5 is the highest sum that can be levied for the
support of a deserted child. If the child be what is called a wet child, that is to say,
requires to be suckled, that sum is allowed; but if it be passcd the age indicated, only
34, 10s. The question is put at the Easter vestry, as to the provision for the children of
the parishj if the opinion be in favour of it, the sum agreed upon is levied by an acreable
assessment upon the union atlarge. This was always the practice until within the last three
years, since which the parishioners have refused to pay church rates; recourse has in con-
sequence been had to the judge, and he has fiated 2 presentment for the same end, off' the
barony. There have not been any complaints as to the manner in which the churchwardens
have discharged the part of their duty under consideration ;. there is no room for peculation,
according to the Rev. Mr. Hamilton, because the funds lie in his hands until they are
required for use; and moreover hé is generally in advance. There is no foundling-hospital
to which the parish can-send its deserted children. The Dublin hospital has been closed
but two years, and there has not oceurred an occasion to apprentice any child within that
period, The expense is precisely the same under the present system as when the l?o%ndlu_xgi
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hospital was open. It has been a general observation, that those children who have been
apprenticed to gentlemen have turned out well, and the contrary has been remarked of those
who have been bound to petty tradesmen. This difference has been attributed to the circum-
stance of the latter being worse fed and clothed, and in general receiving worse treatment
than he had been accustomed to. The Protestant Orphan Society has never extended its
operation to these parishes. The practice of taking charge of deserted children is conceived
by the witnesses to be rather promotive of desertion ; but this disadvantage, in their opinion,
is more than counterbalanced by its efficacy in checking infanticide. The affection dis-
played by the nurses towards the foundlings that have been entrusted to their charge, is
sometimes very remarkable. Mr. Hamilton and Mr, Fitzgibbon mention instances where it
has been stronger than towards their own offspring. They allude to one in particular, that
occurred within the last three years. A nurse was required to give up a child which had
arrived at the age of being withdrawn, * I have,” exclaimed she, “* six children of my own
take any of them that you like, but leave me this. [ will place 20/ in your hands as a
pledge that I will take proper care of it.” This woman and her husband followed the child
up to Dublin, and remained there during three -months, until they c}ls_cgvered to whom it
had been assigned. They now return thither regularly every year to visit it.

Persons who attended the FExamination.

Canristoraer Apans, labourer.—Capt. BRENyAN, chief constable of police.—TroMas BRExRNAN,
labourer.—Mt. Jasxes BYrxe, miller—Rev. Mr. CAvrriEnD, protestant rector.—JoHN CLARK,
labourer.—Mr., ManTix CoNygroy, farmer.—~Perer CorRiGAN, labourer.—Mr, Parrick Cos-
eRrAVE, shopkeeper and farmer.—MicuArL CosrELLo, labourer. —Mr. PaTrick CuLiew, farmer.
—Tuomas MDeratorrT, lJabourer.—Mricuarn Fracaw, labourer.-—Mr. Jory GiLricax, farmer.

—Mr. EpwArp Goopwiw, postmaster.—Jous Goryox, labourer.—Mr. Jonx Hacxerr, shop-

keeper.—Mr. Patrick HavicAx, shopkeeper.—Rev, Frawcis Hevy, parish priest. —Epwarp
Hovsox, labourer,—Mr. Amsrose Hucnes, shopkeeper,—Partrick Irving, labourer.—Mr.
Darsizr Keanney, shopkeeper.—THOMAs KEARNEY, €sq., J. P.—Mr. Parrick Lung, shop-
keeper.—Mu. James Maerarn, shopkeeper.—Mr. Janes Mavegaw, shopkeeper.—Mr, TaoMAS
Murray, farmer.~MicaaEr Neviy, labourer.—2r, James O’SmavcaNESsY, innkeeper.—Mr.
Jonx Power, farmer.—JouN Rarieaw, labourer.—Mr, Micaaer Rernvy, shopkeeper.—
Mr. James Rernry, schoolmaster of National School.—Mr. THomas Roninsow, shopkeeper.
—Parnick SmirH, labourer.—DMr. Ricuarp Wang, farmer.—Mr. Josgpa WALKER, farmer.

THERE is but one deserted child at presentin the parish, supported by a poor man in
whose house it was left ; but no application having been made for 12 months, the child was
too old, agreeably to law, for the parish to take charge of it. Mr. Reily states, there was a
boy about nine years old, who lives by begging ; he was deserted by his parents when three
years old, and has followed this life ever since. Deserted children are considered to be
always illegitimate. There haye been three instances known in the parish, where the chil-
dren perished before they were discovered ; two of them were found in the canal, and one
was buried in a dunghill. It was conceived quite impossible for the labouring classes to
lay by anything for their children in case of their becoming orphans ; neither is the attempt
ever made, as it must be utterly useless, The parish will not take charge of deserted chil-
dren, except they be found destitute of parents, and under 12 months old ; and then church-

wardens as overseers take charge of them, but the parish takes no note of orphans, as there
15 no law authorizing them.

Persons who attended the Examination.

Very Rev. Dean Burcu.—Mr. James Byrye—Jons Cranxe, esq., sub-inspector of police.~—
Smoxy Curres, labourer.—Wirrram Corcomraw, labourer—Mr, Parrick Cunrie—Jony
CurriN, esq.—Rev. Mr. DoyLe, p, p.—Mr. Par Farnery, farmer and general dealer.~Mr.
Ricnaro Fivamore~Mr. James Frrzearrick.~Jamrs Fraxaeaw, labourer.~Wirrran P.
GAHAGAN, M. D.—MicHARL GavL, labourer.—WirLian Goobwiy, esq.—Mr. Tromas Harpy.
—Mr. Epwarp HaypoN.—RoserT Hayss, u. p., churchwarden.—Rev. Mr. HuumEe, roman-
catholic curate.—Mr. OweNy Laror—Mr. Jomy Lourox, shopkeeper.—PzTER LvoNs, esq.—
Jomy Maerarh, farmer of five and a half acres.—Mr. Ferix Minna, huckster.~—WiLnian
Murrrny, mendicant.—ANDREW Negay, labourer.~Epwarp Ngar, labourer.—Rev. Epwanp
Groree PARKER, curate of Naas.—Jony RurnEerForp, esq.—Jouw SravLzy, labourer.—Major
Taxpy, chief magistrate of police. —Micratr TooLr, farmer of six and a half acres,—Mr, Wit-
L1an Traey.—Mr. Wirttran Witsox.—Parrick Wavss, dispensary doctor.

TrEe number of deserted children at the time of Assistant Commissioners visiting, was
five, and about 50 orphans; the annual average of deserted children being about eight.

Mr. Goodwin, the secretary to the grand jury of this county, states, that in Athy there are
0.5. ce at
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at present 20 deserted children. The number of desertions has certainly increased within
the last five years. Mr. Goodwin states, ““at the gate of my residence two children more
lately left; T traced the mothers, who declared their inability to support the children, and
that they knew they would be well taken care of by me.” ~ Descrted children are always
illegitimate, and occasionally perish before they are discovered. Major Tandy observes,
“ About four months ago a woman was detecteci’ who exposed her child ; I committed her
to gaol, but from previous exposure to wet and cold the child died in the gaol; the woman
was in a state of dreadful want.” [t was deemed impossible for a labourer, considering the
rate of wages, to make any provision for his children in case of their becoming orphans, nor
is the attempt to do so ever made. Children under 12 months found deserted, ave supported
by presentments at the assizes; but orphans receive no legal support, the law makes no
provision for them. The churchwarden, as overseer, takes charge of all descrted children;
and afterwards, by the direction of the minister, they are put out to nurse to women in the
parish, nor can they be neglected, being under the 1spection of the parochial authorities.
The sum granted for the support of a deserted child is 5L a year, which is presented for by
the churchwardens, against whom no charge of neglect or peculation has ever been made.
There is no hospital for deserted children since the closing of the Foundling-hospital in
Dublin, the whole charge in which was 5/.  There is no apprentice fund for foundlings.

Persons who attended the Lxamination.

Rev. Mr. Bourwg, protestant rector.—Rev. Mr. BrewvAx, pavish priest.—Micrrart Bynrwye,
labourer.—Mur. James Dixorw, farmer—Dr. WirLtax Goprrey Dyas.—'Eren Euwrs, farmer.
~Mr. Joux Facan, huckster.—Mr. Jonx Farrerr, baker and farmer.—Roserr Frrzeerarp,
esq. J. p.—Rev, PaTrick FirzraTrick, roman-catholic curate.—Dr, Jases I'rrzsiaroys, m. .
—WirLiay Froop, farmer.—Mr. WiLLtaM GARDENER, huckster.—Wirriam Gore, labourer
and small farmer.—PaATrick GormMAN, mason.—Right Hon. Lord HerserToN—~DMr, JAMES

. Hyxgs, farmer.—Owen Kavaxacn, labourer—Winrniam Kavavacn, farmer.—Mr. Trrosmas
Kurry, large farmer.—Josern LzE, blacksmith and publican.—Par Lz, farmer, —Mr. JaMEs
M‘Kenva, parochial schoolmaster.—Mr. Pat MaLoNE, butcher.—Mr. Miciaet Myrop, farmer
and innkeeper.—Gerorge Pin, esg, J. v.—Jonx Py, esq., . v.—Epwanp J. Townsenn, chief
constable of police.’

Rev. Mz, BRENAN, parish priest, says, “* There are in the catholic union of parishes about
12 orphans and three deserted children; one of the latter was since the closing of the
Foundling-hospital ; but latterly the number appears to be stationary. In all cases of
desertion the ca)lildren are considered illegitimate; and the reason for desertion is to get rid
of the expense and to cover of their own character.”

All agree in saying that it would be utterly impossible for the working classes to lay by
anything from their earnings against a time of need for their orpbans.

Two of the three deserted children in the catholic unions are supported by private contri-
butions, and one by a grant of grand jury presentment, and no great difliculty is found in
collecting it. The orphans are supported by the alms of the people.

Deserted children are usually put out to nurse by the clergymen of the parish with women
residing in the parish, who in general treat the children with the greatest kindness., TFive
}'Jounds per annum is the limit of expenditure allowed for the support of each child; it is

evied by assessments on the barony.—(Rev. Mr. Browne.)

 The practice of thus taking charge of deserted children,” continues Mr. Browne, “is
not found to increase the number, as we are very particular in investigating ; and the fear of
dletection hz’zs prevented many; there can be no doubt of it, as I myself have exposed the
the parties.”

The Rev. Mr. Brennan observes, “it may lead to desertion, but it prevents the crime of
infanticide ; and of the two evils the first is the lesser.”

Rev. Mr. Browne thinks, “ the difficulty and expense attending the necessary application
to the judge of assize for so small a grant yearly, throw such obstacles in the way, that
some greater facility is requisite, the present mode almost excluding the attempt.

Persons who attended the Eramination.

Joux Casry, cottier.—Huven Doocay, small farmer, 10 acres.—Captain Grauan, magistrate.—
Mr. Jounsrow, an extensive farmer.—Rev. Mr. M‘Caw, parish priest.—Rev. Mr. MaovIng,
rector.— Rev. Mr. Morrrer, protestant curate of an adjoining parish and a magistrate, residing
in the town of Ballymahon.—Mr. Epwarp Rooney, a general merchant.—Micrarr, Rovrke
labourer. ‘

Tuere is at present only one child that has been deserted in the parish, but no assess-
ment has been paid during the last two years. The Assistant Commissioners were not able

to procure any information from either of the churchwardens on the subjects relating to this
portion
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portion of their inquiry: with one of those officers they were not able to obtain an interview.
“The Rev. Mr, M‘Can cannot state how many orphans there may be in the parish below
the age of 12 years, but he knows that there are five or six of that age now begging; such
children are the objects of very general svmpathy, and are usually taken into their houses,
and brought up as servants by farmers, for whom their futhers have worked.” Neither the
1ast—mentionec} gentlemen, nor any other of the witnesses examined can recollect an instance

of a child losing both its parents while yet an infant.

Persons who altended the Examination.

Rev. Mr. O'BEIRNE, P. P.—LaAvcHLIN M‘CaN, clerk of petty sessions.—Rev. Dr. CRaWFoLD, rector
and 3. ».—Mr. Farrery, considerable farmer.—Mr. GREcc, considerable farmer.—Jonx Hic-
GINs, labourer.—Jomy KeEFE, labourer,

Trere is one deserted child in the parish; four within the last five years; desertion has
decreased, but a cause cannot be assigned ; all the children are believed to be illegitimate;
they have never perished before they were discovered. All the witnesses agreed that parents
of the working classes could not provide for their children in the event of their becoming
orphans. There are about 16 orpEan children unable to support themselves, and belonging
to six or seven families ; they are mostly supported by going from one neighbour to another.
Two families have a small quantity of land, which their neighbours assist them to cultivate.
There are also some young orphan children, having adult brothers who support them, but
who cannot be supposed to take the same interest in them as parents. One family of
orphans, of four individuals, is supported by a contribution from four of the resident gentry.
None are brought up by religious orders, or by subseriptions from the working classes. All
whose parents are not known, or cannot be found, are considered deserted, No present-
ments are obtained from the assizes for their support. The churchwarden does not take
care of orphans, nor, latterly, of deserted children, as the parishioners have refused payment
of the money levied for that purpose. The latter were formerly il'mt out by the churchwar-
dens to nurse, to women resident in the parish; but the duty of inspection was generally
neglected ; 3 L or 4 /. per annum was the sum usually paid for nursing, which continued to
the age at which the woman might consent to adopt the child, usually about 10 or 12 years.
The fund was supplied by Parisl% assessment, and no objection was made to its distribution.
There is no foundling-hospital or orphan ivstitution here; the children usually merge into
the families of their nurses. If no provision were made for deserted children, some would
be prevented from deserting them, as they now are by the fear of their being brought up as
protestants by the protestant parochial authorities: this motive Mr. O’B. knows to be
influential, from the following circumstance. Some years ago he took charge of a deserted
child ; immediately afterwards two others were deserted, with papers on their persons, cer-
tifying that they were the children of roman-catholics ; he took charge of them also, but
proclaimed at his chapel that he would never do so again. INot more than two were deserted
in the parish since. All the witnesses agreed that no further legislation was desirable with
respect to deserted children.

Persons who attended the Eramination.

Mr. Perer Concorax, grocer and general retailer.— —— Kinwaw, esq. M. D.—PatrIcK MAGUIRE,
day labourer.— —— MoxTGoMERY, churchwarden.—Tnomas Moxmay, farmer, and proprietor
of cabins in the town, occupied by labourers.—Mr. Joux MurracH, cloth-merchant—Rev.
Mr. Ronixsoy, rector, and J. p.—Rev, Mr, SmERIDAN, 1. P.~ ——— THOMPSON, €5q., I.P.

TuzreE are three deserted children in the parish; about 12 orphans begging, too youn
to earn a support for themselves ; it was not known how they might be oﬁlerwise provide
for. There are three or four deserted each year; the mortality among them is very great,
as they are mostly all born diseased. They are supposed to be deserted by prostitutes.
The number has decreased progressively for the last 12 years. At that time 15 were deserted
in a single year, and the average was about eight. ithin the last two years only four
have been deserted. This decrease has been exactly proportioned to the difficulty the parish
has experienced in providing for them, and the consequently increased circumspection of
the churchwardens, who now never take charge of a child without the strictest inquiry into
the circumstances of desertion. The difficulty commenced with the Dublin Foundling-
hospital requiring 50 with each child, Now that the hospital is closed, the parishioners
have refused to pay the sums assessed for their support for the last two years. The children
are all supposed to be illegitimate ; they have never been known to have perished before
they were discovered. Parents of the working classes could not possibly provide for their
«children if they become orphans. There is no contribution for orphans, but there are several
instances where, when they had arrived at such an age that they might be useful in run-
ming errands, &c., they have been taken in, when they must otherwise have begged, by the
employers of their father. None are supported by religious orders or by subscriptions frollln
0.5. - 03 the
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DrserTep A¥D  the poorer classes. All children are considered deserted whose parents are not known, or
OnreiaN who have abandoned them. The parish have never been culled on to support an orphan,
CHILDREN. 44 i not supposed to be obliged to do so. No presentments have been obtained from the
Lc;n_st;r assizes either for deserted children or orphans. The children ave put out to women residing
County Loneford. 12 the parish. “When I had funds,” said Mr. M., “I paid the nurses weekly. They brought
- AONEROr the children for inspection when they came for payment. I am not awarc of a legal linit
—_— L, ] o,
Examinations taken by 10 the expenditure upon cach child, exclusive of clothing for the child. I have paid from
Joln Spencer, Bisq. © 1 5. 6. to 2s. Gd. a week for nursing, varying with the difliculty or danger of nursing chil-
Wilson Gray, Bsq.  (yen affected as they have been almost always with vencreal. The oldest we have is four
years of age. Before 1830 we sent all to the Foundling-hospital. The fund was derived
from parochial assessment. No objection was made to its distribution. It arose from con-
Bar. Granard.  founding it with church cess. Sufficient time has not clapsed since the closing of the Found-
ling-hospital to enable us to judge of the effects of the new system.” None are supported
by the Protestant Orphan Society. No further legislation on the subject was thought
desirable by any of the witnesses.

Town of Granard.

Persans who altended the Lxamination.

Tuomas Bunkeg, farmer, who holds 20 acres of land, and occasionally labours himself.—Rev, Me,

Parish Killashee. O'FenraLy, v, p.—Curistorner GEeuan, day-labourer,.—~Rev, Mr, PowzLy, protestant curate.—
Bar. Moydow. Rev. Mr. Price, wesleyan clergyman.—Micrarr Smaniey, schoolmaster, surveyor, and ocea-

sionally labourer for hire.—VALENTINE SKIPTON, esq., 7. P.—RonErT Wirsow, middle landlord.

For many years there has been no child deserted in the parish.

It was not considered possible with present wages for parentsin the labouring class to
spare what might provide for children in case of their becoming orphans. In answer to a
question, Could' they spare money to drink ? the Rev. Mr. O’Farrell and Mr. Wilson both
agreed that they scarcely recollect to have seen a labourer drunk; those whe can afford to
drink being found among tradesmen and farmers.

Persons who attended ihe Examination.

Mr. Canory, general merchant,—Mr, Dwyzr, churchwarden,—Mr, Ganny, baker, grocer and

Union of Temple-  spirit dealer.—Rev. Mr, Hupson.—Mr, Keevaci, baker,—Rev, Mr. Krnnepy, presbyterian
michael and Bally-  minister.~Rev, Mr. O'Doxoc 1108, roman-catholic clergyman.—Mr, WiLLrams, town-serjeant and

TRagoormmic. under agent to Lord Longford.
Bar. Ardagh,

Tmrmmsstete=——e= Therr were seven deserted children in the parish, all, together with one who lately died
having been deserted sinece February 1830; they were believed, without exeeption, to be
illegitimate, The mothers are supposed to conceal their pregnancy as long as possible, and
then to go, under some pretence, to a strange part of the country and desert the child. But
one instance has been known, within seven years or longer, in the parish where the child
perished before it was discovered. All the witnesses agreed that from the present wages of the
working classes, parents could not provide for children in the event of their becoming orphans.
There are no funds or resources for deserted orphans. By the laws providing for deserted
children, an affidavit is required from the person who found the child, that he is not, to his
knowledge, a relation ofit; that he does not know either its father or mother; and that he
was not concerned in its desertion. No presentments are obtained from the assizes for the
maintenance of deserted and orphan children, but the churchwarden invariably takes care of
them when such an affidavit is made. There is no law which provides for orphans. De-
serted children are put to nurse to women residing in the parish ; they are in general left to
the care of the nurses, and are seldom seen by the churchwardens, unless when the nurse
comes for money, once in the year or half year. The amount of expenditare upon each
child is limited by law to 5l. per annum. The amount given in this parish is 4 Z, until the
child is strong enough to be put to a trade, generally when from seven to ten years’ old.
They have not as yet had @ny experience of the age at which the parish may get rid of the
expense, as before the closing of the Foundling-hospltal they did so by paying 51. for car-
rying it to the hospital. The fund from which the churchwarden draws for their mainte-
nance is derived from parochial assessment, which is made according to an ancient division
into catrons, townparks and plots. Many complaints are made of the irregularity of this divi-
sion. There is no reason for discontent with the distribution by the churchwardens. There
is no foundling-hospital to which the children can be sent. Those nursed by the country
people are frequently adopted by them, the parish being glad to get rid of the expense,
otherwise they are apprenticed, at the expense of the parish, to some cheap trade, at the
earliest possible age. The character of the children in after life must depend chiefly on that
of the family to which they are entrusted, and the churchwarden generally considers it his
duty to examine the character of the nursé. The practice of taking charge of deserted
children does not to any great extent lead to their desertion.
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Persons who attended the Lxamination,

Mr. Tuomas Brackatrn, miller and farmer.~Mr. Matraew Cowrey, small farmer.—Fraxcis
Damss, esq, J. p.—Huen DonNocrus, labourer.—Parrick Downry, farmer.—Parrick Far-
RELL, labourer.—Rev. MicHAEL FLANAGHAN, P, P. of Coddamstown.—Rev. Tnomas Froop, ». .
of Clonard.—Mr. Parrick Gonrwmawn, farmer.—Mr. Coristorner Gosteey, farmer.—Mr.
Prinie GraDY, shopkeeper.—Dexis Havacaw, labourer.—Jorx HEvVEY, esq., large holder of
land.—Mr. Tuosas Horkins, clerk of petty sessions,—GarrerT Jackson, labourer.—Tromas
Keever, farmer.—Mr. S. Kerwaw, schoolmaster.—Tmoxmas Mowxs, labourer.~MaTTuew
Mooney, gaoler.~MartrEw Munray, carpenter.—EpwarDp Murray, gaoler—Jonx H.
NANGLE, esq., J. ».—Rev. Epwarn Nixow, vicar.—Mr. Caristorner O'NeiLr, shopkeeper and
farmer.—Rev, Mr. PALMER, protestant rector of Castle Carbery.—Mr. MrcuaeL Rickarp, farmer.

~ —Mr. Joun Rocme, shopkeeper.—James H. Rorke, esq., J. p.—RoperT Rynp, esq., J.2.—

Serjeant Sexrtor, police.—Mr, Grorce Voy Frerent, chief constable.—AxrtnONY WaLsH, '

labourer.

Taere are no deserted children in the union. There is one orphan, an illegitimate child.
The father always denied it. The mother supported him till her death, which took place
about eight years ago. He is 12 years old, and is supported by the neighbours. Consi-
dering the present rate of wages of the working classes, all concur in opinion that it is
perfectly impossible for parents to provide for their children, in the event of their becoming
orphans.

Persons who attended the Examination.

Rev. Gerarp Beere.—Doctor CorTER, dispensary surgeon—Wirtram Cox, labourer.—Mr. WiL-
11aym Counries.—Rev. Micnazr Muirew, p. p.—Parrick MurracH, labourer.—Henny
O'CoxnNoR, esq.—James WesT, esq., J. P,

Taenre are at present no deserted children, and but few orphans. One child was exposed
some time ago, but died shortly afterwards. Deserted children were always supposed to be
illegitimate, and were supported by contributions. Orphans were generally maintained by
the employers of the parents, as it is quite impossible for a labourer to lay up any provision
for his children, in case of their becomin oermns. The practice of deserting c i}dren has

Appendix (A.)

DESERTED AXD
ORPHAN
CIHILDREN,

Leinster.

County Meath.

Exumizations taken by
Captain White.
T. Nug. Vanghan, Esg.

Union of Clonard
and Killyon.
Bar. Upper Moy-
Jenragh.

County Westmeata.

Ixaminations taken by
Thomas Osler, Esq.
Jawes O'Flynn, Exq.
Par. Ballinacurrig

Kilbrizy.
Bar. Moygish.

decreased since the closing of the Foundling-hospital, and no legislative interference was

deemed desirable, as the number is so small, and any certain fund would be likely 1o increase
or cause desertion. There is an instance, in an adjoining parish, of a deserted child being
supported by its father, who came forward when the clergyman refused to take it.

Persons who attended the Ezxamination.

Wiirian CovioN.==Rev, T. Cavrrierp, rector.—Micuars FixNey, beggar—PaTrick GERacHTY.
—Rev. J. Keansey, ». p.—Procy Kienwox, beggar, with three children, her husband begging
with three more in another part of the country.—Mr. Cuanries Lexvox, farmer.—Mr, Prisie

Lexow, farmer.—Joux Miars, labourer.—Jomy MoxrzaL, miller.~Tromas Stunss, esq., 3. ». of
Cork, residing here.

Tarre has been but one deserted child within the last three years in the parish.
Rev. J. Kearney, parish priest, says, “ I do not consider any further legislative interference

Parish Benowen.

Bar, Kilkenny,
West.

necessary for the protection of deserted children, and any regular fund would be sure to

increase the number.”

Persons who attended the Examination.

Rev. Jonx Burke, ». ».—~Rev. Aporerus DroucHr, protestant curate.—~WiLLram Facaw, farmer
~—Mr. Simox Facan, farmer,—Tmonmas Hareiv, farmer.—Captain PAKENHAN, J. P.—WrILrLiaym
Durrox Porrar, esq,, 5. p.—Nicroras Rizve, farmer,

Tue number of deserted children and orphans in the arish is very s
1 mall, and those that
:ll;e, receive support from contributions olt:pprivate perscl:ns, as therlt;y 18 no public fund for

e purpose ; they are always illegitimate. [t was considered quite impossible for parents
to provide for their children among the working classes, in the present state of wages. There
18 no foundling-hospital in the parish; and since the Foundling-hospital in Dublin has been
closed, the practice of deserting children has very much decreased, so that it seemed dan-
gerous that any legislative interference should take place. s

0.5. cq

Par, Castlepollard..

Bar. Halffoure, or
Demifoure.
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DEsERTED AND
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CHILDREN.

Leinster,
County Westmeath.

Examinations taken by
Thomas Osler, Esq.
Jumes O'Flynn, Esq.

Parish Cuastletown
Delvin.

Bar. Delvin.

Parish Killucan.
Bar. Farlill.

Par. Multifurnham,
Bar. Corkany.

. County Wexford.

Examinations tuken by
Francis Diggens, Tsq.
W. Torrens M*Cullagh,
Esq.
Parishes Horctoun,
Clonmore, drdeolon,
and Killuran.

]§5ar. Shelmalicr.

16 APPENDIX to FIRST REPORT from the COMMISSIONERS for inguiring

Persons who attended the Examination.

Rev. Joseenr TirzaenaLp, r. re—Lavresce Lroyp Hevny, esq. 7. 2.—Mr. Mrcuasn Hors, farmer,
—DRev. Roperr A. MarTIN, protestant curate.—Mr, JanEs SEERY, farmer.—RobErt Moncay
TicuE, esq., 5. .—~The Marquis of \WesTMEaTH, Jord-licutenant of the county.

Truere is but one of these in the parish, the child of a woman who died under a hedge
on her way from Cavanj it is supported by a quarterly collection at the roman-eatholic
chapel, which amounts to about 5s5. There has heen no other case for several years. Parents
of the working classes could not possibly provide for their children, in thie event of their
becoming orphans, considering the present rate of wages. The present system, by which
deserted children are provided for, is considered the best which could be adopted ; any other
would be likely to increase the number. Mr. Hemry mentioned a case of a child sent to him
as deserted, who, on Mr. Henry’s refusal to receive him, was supported by his father,

Persons who attended the Bxaminalion.

Rev. James ALEXANDER, rector.—Rev. Jorn Cunran, r. r.—Gronce M. T. Drovenr, esq., police
magistrate.—~MarruEw Keerrr, farmer.~Davip Moorg, shopkeeper.—~Prrzr Iurpox, esq.

Trrre is not one deserted child in the parish, nor has been these three years. The crime
of desertion of children is supposed to Ea.ve decreased very much since the closing of the
Foundling-hospital in Dublin.

When cases occur, Rev. Mr. Curran said, “ the child is supported by a subscription
under the direction of the parish priest, and collected on some appointed Sunday.”

With regard to a provision for deserted children, Matthew Keefe did not think it neces-
sary, children being very rarely deserted ; and Rev. Mr. Curran thought a fund, under the
direction of the clergyman, may be useful.

Persons who atiended the Lxamination.

Rev. Cuarres BRowNE, M. o, Wilson's Hospital, protestant clergyman,—Owex Davry, esq., magis-
trate.—James Dowring, ?. p—Mr, Jamzs TFravacaw, farmer.—Mr. Geonce Gipsow, farmer.—
Mr. Dewis Kawe, farmer.—Mr. Tiormas Moore, farmer.—Sir Percy Nucent, bart., magistrate

—RRev. Tuonas Youxe, protestant curate.

Turre is but one deserted child in the parish, no case of this kind having occurred for
several years. Parents very rarely, if ever, could provide for their children. Presentments
are obtained at the assizes for the maintenance of deserted children and orphans.  Sir Peroy
Nugent thought that a provision for the destitute should include the latler, but not the

former.

Persons who atlended the Examination.

Rev. Jony Dooxer, Killuran parsonage.—Mr. Jonx Davrow, farmer, Foulker Mill.—Mr. Jouy
Lzrr, favmer, Kilgevin—Rev. Cuantes D. OcLe, Clonmore Cottage.—Rev. Jonx W, Sroxes,

Castlebridge.

Tax number of deserted children in the parish not known, but is supposed to be decreas-
ing. Donot believe that legitimate children are abandoned by their parents, who, considering
the wages of the working classes, certainly could not provide for them in the event of their
becoming orphans. Some few, however, attempt it. No great difficulty in collecting the
necessary funds for the maintenance of deserted and orphan children; presentments are
obtained from the assizes for that purpose. There is much discussion on the laws relative
to them, and the case is at present under the consideration of the twelve Judges. No found-
ling-hospital; cannot tell what generally becomes of those nursed by the country people.
No apprentice fund ; no orphan institution. The expense of providing for deserted children,
by putting them to nurse with the peasantry, considerably less than that incurred by sending
them to a foundling-hospital. When not provided for by the parish, are often made to beg,
and thus support themselves as soon as they are a few years old. Impossible to know
whether the mortality amongst those who are sent to a foundling-hospital is greater than the
mortality of those who have been put to nurse. The practice of taking charge of deserted
children used to lead to this desertion, but has decreased since the closing of the Foundling-

hospital in Dublin. Some provision is considered necessary.
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Persons who attended the Examination.

Ricmanp Borrow, esq., town of Gorey—Joux P. Browsrice, esq., Barnadowen.—Rev. T. O.
Moore, Leskinfere Glebe, Camolin.—Captain Owex, Millmount.—Major Owex, Woodlands.

TrERE are none in the parish of Leskinfere. On an average of three years, half-a-dozen
children have not been deserted in the parish of Gorey. Deserted children are mostlyillegi-
timate ; and there have been one or two instances of their having perished before they were
discovered, It is hardly ever possible for parents belonging to the working classes, con-
sidering the present price of labour, to provide for their children out of their wages, in the
event of their becoming orphans, thcugﬁ some indeed have attempted to do so. They are
not supported by private contributions, nor any religious establishments known to bring up

,or sheker them. It has not been heard that the poorer classes make any weekly sub-
scriptions for the purpose of putting to nurse those children deserted within the parish.
Orphans are not considered to ‘come within the meaning of the laws which provide for
deserted children; nor any children, except those of whom Dboth the parents are unknown.
Presentments are obtained from the assizes for the maintenance of deserted children and
orphans. The churchwardens cannot now interfere in the case of deserted and orphan
children. Children are not now put out by the churchwardens, and when sent from under
the constant inspection of the parochial authorities, they have been neglected. Inspection
is the duty of the overseers. The expenditure on each child is limited to 5/ per annum.
The fund from which the churchwardens formerly drew for their maintenance was parochial
assessments ; but since the abolition of churclr rates none has been made, in consequence of
the difficulty of making any assessments, owing to the smallness of the sum required, and
the necessity of apploting the tax proportionally.

There was no reason to be dissatisfied with L{Ae distribution of that fund by the church-
wardens, and they never have been found guilty of peculation. There is no apprentice
fund. There is no foundling-hospital. The children put to nurse with the country people
seem to be more moral and useful members of society than those reared in orphan insti-
tutions. The expense of maintaining deserted children, by putting them to nurse with the

easaptry, is not greater than would beincurred by supporting them in a foundling-hospital.

he Rev. Mr. Moore remarks, that men who have been educated in the foundling-hospital
often turn out well; but numerous instances have been known of females so educated being
the victims of seduction, Hitherto no children have been supported by the Protestant
Orphan Society. It is uncertain whether the mortality amongst those who are sent to a
foundling-hospital be greater than the mortality of those who have been put to nurse. One
of the principal objections to the foundling-hospital was, thata child once placed within its
walls was for life lost sight of by those who otherwise would have known and exerted gsome
influence over it. The practice of providing for deserted children does not lead to their
desertion, since the closing of the Foundling-hospital in Dublin. .The Rev. Mr. Moore says:
“ Infanticide has taken the place of desertion. Some provision ought to be made for the
protection of deserted children, which might be effected by the establishment of distinct
foundling-hospitals.”

Persons who attended the Eramination.

Ricmarp Deveneux, esq., merchant, Wexford.~-Rev. Wirtian Hickey, rector of Kilcoman.—
Rev. George Mureny, roman-catholic curate, Wexford.—J. E. RepyMoxD, esq., banker, Wex-
ford.~CuarLes A. WALKER, esq. M. ®., Belmount.~Mr. Jorx Wavrsn, general agent, Wexford.

Taere are fewer illegitimate than legitimate deserted children. They doé not often
perish before they are discovered. In some few cases, parents of the working classes
might provide from their earnings for their children, in the event of their becoming orphans.

t i3 sometimes attempted, but very seldom successfully. Deserted children, orphans,
&c. are supported principally by private subscriptions collected by the clergy. A few are
brought up by the different religious orders. TEB poorer classes do not subscribe for them.
A few clergymen have applied at the assizes for the sum of 5/ for each deserted child, and
have succeeded. The foundling overseers are the persons bound to take charge of de-
serted children, and they have not neglected their duty. Orphan children, as such, are not
taken care of ; none but foundlings, who may or may not be orphans. For the latter, as
such, there is no provision, Deserted children are given to resident nurses by the church-
wardens. There is rarely any inspection by the parochial authorities.

Assessments are made for their support ‘upon the particular parochial division in which
the child was exposed.

. There is no foundling-hospital nor apprentice fund. The children become, when they
grow up, members of their foster parent’s family. There are no orphan institations. De-
serted children are not often driven to beg ; none are supported by the Protestant Orphan
S_ociety. The practice of taking charge of deserted children does not lead to their deser-
tion, The ciosing of the Dublin Foundling-hospital has produced no perceptible effect.
Some provision for deserted children is considered very desirable.

0.5. D
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Persons who attended the Examination.

Epwanp Cookmaw, esq.—Rev. MicraeL Fenwicx.—Jonxw Nixon Nuww, esq.—Rev. SoLomon
Ricuanps,—Mr. Parrick Waite, corn merchant.

In the town there were six deserted children, and a deerease was going on.  No instance
has been heard of a legitimate child being abandoned by its parents; nor have any perished
before discovered. It was not considered possible, and was very seldom attempted, for
parvents in the labouring classes to lay up a provision for their children in ease of their
becoming orphans. They are fiequently supported by private contributions, and are edu-
cated, but not supported, by religious orders. It is not a custom in this parish for the
poorer classes to subscribe for the rearing of these children.

Neither orphans nor illegitimate children, whose parents were known, were supposed to
come under the protection of the laws providing for deserted children; the churchwardens
used to take charge of them when there were church rates ; not now ; there are no funds, nor
hitherto have there becn any presentments granted at the assizes lor their support. There
are 300 females in the town of Enniscorthy supported by the nuus of the order of Presen-
tation. The reason why deserted children only arc taken carc of by the parish is, that
orphans only were taken care of by the churchwarden. Until the closing of the I'oundling-
hospital, all deserted children were sent by the churchwarden to Dublin. Overscers then
were appointed by the parish to take charge of them; this lasted one year; and then, on
the cessation of church rates, all parochial provisions ceased.

The expense of deserted children reared among the peasantry, was less than in a foundling-
hospital, as they were obliged to beg as soon as they were a few years old. They were
looked on as the very worst class of the community.

There are no children of the parish supported by the Protestant Orphan Society; and the
comparative mortality between those children sent to the hospital, and those to nurse amon,
the peasantry, was not known to witnesses. Though the habit of taking charge of dcserwg
children was thought to lead to their desertion, yet legislative interference was considered
desirable. Some local establishments, that would afford a shelter to orphans and deserted
children, would be considered a great advantage, and would be much preferred to re-
avening the Foundling-hospital in %ublin.

Persons who attended the LEzamination.

Rev. WirtiaM Brexway, roman-catholic curate.—Jonx Berrerzy DEANE, esq—Winniam R.
Farner, esq—Rev. WiLttan FLenxoN—Martix Fowrrrr, M. p.—Rev. Tuomas Hanman.
—Epwanrp Kroer, esq., deputy sovereign, New Ross.—Rev. James Morcaw, vicar of St. Mary's.

Mu. BrENNAN remembers but three deserted children within the last four years in the
parish of New Ross ; and he considers the habit of deserting children on the decrease. 1t
was not thought that legitimate children were ever abandoned by their parcuts, nov did any
exposed infants perish hefore they were discovered.  Witnesses considered it quite impos-
sible for the labouring people to lay by any provision for their children should they become
orphans ; and though some few have attempted it, yet they are not known to have suc-
cecded in any instance that fell under the observation of witnesses.

The laws for providing for deserted children are considered to apply only to deserted
children under a year old, and not to orphans; and the limit of ({nmvisiuns for cach is
restricted to 54, which formerly were drawn from the sums raised by parochial nssess-
ment; but since the change in the law of Vestries, application must be made to the
judge of assize by the parish overseers, to whose care deserted children are entrusted, and
who put them out to be nursed by women in the parish. There is no foundling-hospital in
the parish, nor any orphan institution ; neither was it well known to those examined what
became of the deserted children reared in the parish, but they always heard that such
children grew up members of the family in which thc{ had been reared, and believe it o
be so. "Fhe expense of rearing deserted children in the parish is greater than it was to
send them to the Foundling-hospital: the latter plan requiring but 5/. altogether, while 5/
must be raised annually for the support of those reared i the parish. Although the prac-
tice of taking charge of deserted children at all seems to favour desertion of them, and
though the system of deserting had in some degree diminished since the closing of the
Foundling-hospital in Dublin, still the witnesses considered that the general opinion of the
parish was in favour of the Foundling-hospital,

Persons who altended the Lxaminaiion.

Rev. Jouw Cuarrres,~Mr. Wiznian Goopisow, farmers=Mr. Trnomas Srawrwow, farmer—
Mr. Epwarp Webnster, favmer and miller,

Trz system of deserting children is decrensingbin' this parish, and there is not known
an instance of a legitimate child being abandoned by its parents. Two cases occurred within

the last five years of deserted children having perished before they were discovered. i
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The present wages of the labouring classes would not enable them to lay by any support  DESerTED AND
for their orphan children, and though some few attempted it, they always failed. "Deserted ORPHAN
children are not Fut to nurse by the churchwarden; the parish overseers are the proper ~ CuiLpnes.
officers ; but of late they have not been appointed by the vestries. The children were
always given to women residing in_the parish, to be nursed, but there dees not appear to Lemster,
have been any parochial inspection by the officers. County Wesxford.

In this pansh there is neither foundling-hospital nor orphan asylum.  Smeen,

e Ezuminations taken by

Francis Digeens, Esq.

W. Torrens M*Cullazk,
Esq.

—

Persons who attended the Examination.

Mr. Joux Braxe~Wirrran Grasscor, esq.—Jony RossiTer, farmer.—Jony Usaer, esq.
Par. Whitechurch-
Tae system of deserting children seems to be on the decrease, at least there has been Tintern,
less heard about them since the closing of the national hospital. The witnesses did not  Bar. Shefbourne.
believe that legitimate children were ever exposed and deserted ; but they consider that it is :
totally impossible, in the great majority of cases, for the labouring classes to provide, in any
tolera{:le way, for their chﬁdren, in case of their becoming orphans : in the cases, however, in
which orpbaus were left totally destitute, there was found no difficulty in raising a con-
tribution for them in the pansh. The laws providing for deserted children are variously
interpreted, and not clearly understood; and, owing to some informality, the presentments
hitherto made have always been rejected. The churchwardens used to take charge of de-
serted children ; since the change in the laws regarding parochial assessments, he has ceased
to have any power of interfering.
With regard to the comparative conduct, in after life, of deserted children reared in
ublic institutions and those nursed and reared in the parish, witnesses have had but few
instances for observation ; yet they consider that children brought up in a public institution
are less useful, and certain{y not more moral members of [the community, neither are they as
robust and healthful. Those deserted children, reared up among the peasantry, are seldom
driven to beg, but in this district they become, as it were, a part of the family in which
they were reared ; nevertheless, it was in general considered advisable that some provision
should be made for them.

Persons who have attended the Examination.

Parrice M¢Dzermorr, farmer—~—DM. Girirocuy, weaver.—Joun Iinw, tailor.—Joux Hgewin,
carpenter.—Coxxor Hoeax, a retired shopkeeper.—Jouy Hynes, corn dealer, and occupier of
200 acres.—Jomy Hywnes, junior, farmer.—PaTmrick Nomtow, sérjeant of police.—PrrER

O'Louénrw, labourer.—~TrapDEDS Sarmown, farmer.—Tuoyas Scanraw, farmer.—WiLLian Esaminations tuken by

. ; P. F. Johnstone, Esqg.
Scanraw, schoolmaster : E. B. Mollay, Eiq.

—_—

Diunsier,
County Clare.

A the time of visiting the parish there was not a child in it supported as a deserted child,  Par. Aticy and
nor had a casé of desertion occurred during the eight years previous. If a case were to Oughtmanagh.
occur it would be met by the parish priest, who would collect penny or twopenny subscrip~  Bar. Burren
tions from his congregation, for the purpose of paying for a nurse. Though the law autho- i )
rizes the vestry to make a provision f[c]:-r such a necessity, it would not be done here, as
there is neither church nor resident clergyman in either of the parishes. Mr. Hynes
observed, that it was only necessary that the father of a family among the labouring classes
should die, in order that his children should be reduced to a state of destitution fully equal
to that of an infant deserted by its parents; so much so, that children whose mothers alone
survive, are always considered and styled orphans. Their parents neither can nor do save
anything for them in case of their geaths; and after that they are dependent, even for
shelter, on the commiseration of their neighbours. The claims of relationship are not
very generally allowed in the case of orphans; “ and it happens,” said M‘Dermott, ¢ that
such children are taken in nearly as often by strangers as by their own blood.” Sometimes
a child is taken under the roof of a peasant who is too poor to give him any food, and in
such circumstances he is compelled to beg. A little boy of eight years old, whom the
Assistant Commissioners met on the road carrying a bag containing a few small potatoes,
said that his father and mother were dead, and that he and his two sisters, younger than
himself, were living with a poor man in the next parish, and thet he was obliged each day
to go about collecting potatoes for himself and his sisters; and if he did not get enough.
the poor people of the house could hardly spare them anything, and they were sometimes
without a meal in consequence. There were none supported %y any religious orders, nor
by private subscriptions. It was the general opinion that the laws do not point out in any
way.a mode of maintaining orphans. There were no presentments for them at the assizes,
nor for deserted children; and as there was no church in the parish, there were, conse-

uently, no churchwardens. The law specifies that a cess shall ]:e levied only for deserted
children ; “ but,” observed one of the witnesses, ““ it is all the same, as neither the one
nor the other are provided for here.” The Protestant Orphan Society does not support any
children belonging to these parishes.

0.5. D2
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20 APPENDIX to FIRST REPORT from the COMMISSIONERS for inquiring

Persons who attended the Tramination.

James Bourke, baker.—M. Caniry, a small farmer, with about ninc acres.—*Jonxy Cannc,
labourer.—Anrnoxy Curry, process-terver.—Rev. Micratr DyRox, roman-catholic curate of
Kildysart.—The Rev. Micirazr FrrzeenaLp, protestant rector of Kildysart.—Dr. Grany, dis-
pensary physician.—Tiyorny Gonmax, a small farmer, with about 12 acres.—DrxNis IMunwy,
shopkecper.—*Jornn  Kinwanaw, labourer—Parrick M‘Canr, weaver.—Mark M‘Manoy,
grocer in the village of Kildysart, —Mr. M¢Namana, postmaster, and extensive farmer.—Darick
M‘Mamnox, farmer, steward to Bindon Scott, esq.—MicnarL Mynrs, a small publican and
labourer.—*MicimarL O'Briew, labourcr.—Jamrs O'Dea, broker in the village.—Dawnizr
O'Guany, csq., an cxtensive gentleman farmer.—Micnary O'SuaveNessy, vietualler. —rnny
Ross Lewiwn, esq., J. p.—Serjeant Scorr, police serjeant.—The Rev. P. Surkuy, roman-catholic
rector of Kildysart.

Tuene has not been a child deserted in the parish for the last nine years.

Persons who attended the Bramination.

Axprrew Crawcy, farmer with 100 acres.—Dr. Costerroz, of the dispensary.—Rev. ANprow
Davonraw, protestant rector,.—Micuaer Hemr, innkeeper.—Jonx Keaxe, a farmer of scven
acres.—MaTirzas Keanyy, an extensive farmer.—Rev. P. M‘Guane, roman-catholic curate.—
Jonw Maguing, blacksmith.—Dan1er, M*Kx1611T, weaver.—Tiromas Morony, blacksmith.—F. G.
Moroxy, esq., J. p.—DNr. Monoxy, postmaster.—Micnary Munnoven, farmer of 11 acres.—
Parricx Murroven, land surveyor, and a farmer holding 10 acres.—Joux Owzxns, grocer.

Tnr parish did nor support any deserted child at that time; and there have been but
three foundlings in it during the last 10 years, all of whom have been supported by
subseriptions made at the catholic chapels.t

As to the question of the possibility of the members of the working classes being able to
provide for their orphans after their death, Mr. M‘Guane observed, that when the futher of
of a family dies amongst the labouring classes, it does not occur once in 10 times that he
leaves any, even the least, provision for his children. His poor widow continues to maintain
them in the precarions mode which has been described in speaking of that class of the des-
titute; and whilst she lives, it rarely occurs that any of them are taken in chm‘ge by their
rclations until they are able to give some return for their maintenance. Lookmg to the
means of sostenance alone, it may be said that it would be often better for a child that both
his parents had died at the same time, for the charity of those who knew its parents would
be trlen more excited at the sight of its destitution, and the chances would be greater that
gsome ol them would receive them into their house.—(Mr, Molony.) Inluet, as there are not
any religious orders among the catholics to assist in the maintenance of orphans, and as the
Protestant Orphan Society has never extended its charities to this parish, as there are no
subscriptions among the rich or poor for the purpose; and as the.law in no mauner provides
any kind of asylum for them, the existence of young ch_lldrcn whose parents have died is
absolutely dependent upon whether or not some person will be willing to open his doors to
them ; and their support, as that of other classes of the destitute, practically and altogether
devolves on the poorest orders of the community. = _

There are no presentments ever obtained at the assizes for their support. In the instance
of the last child that was deserted, no application was made to the churchwardens, The
catholic clergyman undertook the charge of it, and its expenses were defrayed by collections
made amongst his congregation.

The law requires that an assessment should be made for deserted children; but it is silent
with regard to orphans. It would be the duty of the churchwarden to put the child out to
nurse, if applied to for the purpose. Such children generally remain with their foster nurses
until able to carn their own bread, but there is no apprentice fund for them. Tt was much
desired by all parties that the assessment for their maintenance should cease to be levied by
the vestry, or through the instrumentality of the churchwardens; for the greatest opposition
has been manifested to this rate by the majority of small farmers, who, only recolleeting that
it is a church rate, do not sufficiently attend to the unexccptionable purposes for which it is
intended.

'

» These three men have no land attached to their cabins; they take * mock ground,” (con-ncre) for
which they pay from 5l te BJ., according to the quality of the land.
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Persons who attended ihe Examination.

Rev. Micnaer Comyw, roman-catholic rector,—Rev. DawieL Curry, roman-catholic curate,—
Simon Cunry, nailor.—Jorry Curtrr, cottier, holding two acres—Jonx Davy, able-bodied
beggarman.—Mary Fixx, widow, lately dispossessed of her holding.—Grorce FirzeERaLD, esq.
gentleman farmer.—Tuomas Forey, small farmer.—Twomas HEeary, beggarman.—Patrick
Hzmnir, large farmer and shopkeeper.—Parnick KENNEDY, small farmer.—Wirrrax M‘DonNELL,
labourer.—Josanua M‘Exenxy, middling farmer.—James M*Mawoy, labourer—Rev. Mr. Mun-
RAT, protestant curate.—Dr. Ryart, dispensary physician.—Tnomas STuDDERT, esq., J. P.—
Parnick Sainracu, middling farmer.—CrorToN MooRE VANDELEUR, esq., J. P.—And several
others, farmers, tradesmen and labourers. '

THERE is no foundling supported by the parish; one child, however, left in the parish
some time ago, is taken care of by a poor man, who is repaid by collections made at the
chapel, and this has been the onl{ deserted child for the last seven years, the parish, though
poor, always bearing a high moral character. The child was known to be illegitimate, and
was supposed to have been brought from Kilrush, It was considered impossible for a man,
if he had two or three in family, In the present low state of wages, to lay by a provision for
his children if orphans. There are no presentments obtained for foundlings ; but it seemed
advisable to the gentlemen present, that in future any sum required for the maintenance of
a deserted child should be levied on the parish, as part of the baronial cess. This would do
away with the difliculty which at present exists of making an assessment for such charges at
vestry, a mode not liked by the people, who conceive such a tax a remnant of the church
cess. .

The child deserted in this parish was put out to nurse by the parish priest.

This parish forms a union in the protestant church with Kilrush and several other
_parishes ; the churchwardens are, therefore, appointed at the vestry of Kilrush to preside
over all the parishes, and no overseers of foundlings have ever been appointed at any time.

There is no apprentice fund here. And the child before mentioned was visited by
the Assistant Commissioners, and it was found that the people in whose care it was showed
great affection for it, although the sum collected for their remuneration was exceedingl
small, not exceeding 2/, per annum. The child was healthy and strong; and the p&risﬁ

riest takes much interest in its welfare. Of the effect of a f'oundling-ﬁlospital, the Rev.,

r. Murray, says, “ A foundling-hospital seems, in my opinion, always to have acted as an
encouragement to the exposure of children. Itis very rare to hear of their being deserted
in this part of the country. Kilrush is the only exception to my observation, and that is
a large and flourishing town ; and I cannot help thinking if a foundling-hospital were insti-
tuted, the crime would observably increase in one year.”

Persons who attended the Examination.

Jaues Bunks, small shopkeeper.—Par CourNEEN, weaver.—Mary CoUrNEEN, his wife, employed
to nurse a deserted child.—Par Cunmis, farmer of three and a half acres.—Par Doorax, a resi-
dent beggar.—MicnaeL Epwarps, farmer of 10 acres.—Jonx Grimonz, innkeeper. —Par
Hemr, o mendicant—Par M‘Doxxery, labourer,—Captain Martin. 7. ».—Jupy Mixamax, a
town beggar.—Mr., O'Brien.— PARKER. esq. a barrister, living in the parish.—Dr. Pur-
pow, dispensary surgeon.—MicHAEL Ryaw, shoemaker.—Rev. Mr. Scawnaw, roman-catholic
curate.—\Wipow SrarTerv.—Rev. Mr. St. GeoRGE, protestant curate.—Rev. Mr. Vavenax,
roman-catholic priest,

AT present there are three deserted children in the parish; and one in the year will form
about the average ; they are all considered to be illegitimate, and from the high moral
character the parish has always maintained, it is not conceived that any woman could be so
devoid of principle as to expose her child born in wedlock. Some of the mothers have been
traced by the exertions of the parishioners, which has had the effect of checking the practice.
No instance is known of the child perishing before discovery. It was thought impossible
for parents among the labouring classes to save for their children in case of their becoming
orphans. Mr. Martin recollects ouly one instance of a labouret saving ; he was a servant
boy to his father, and received 8 d. a'day; he married early, and as soon as he had one or
two children, his condition was observed to be just as wretched as that of other labourers.
It is considered that the parish is obliged to provide for foundlings ; but as the law merely

_ says, that when a child is found, it shall be lawful to levy 5/ for it, much doubt has arisen
as to whether the sum can be continued for more than one year. The churchwardens take
care of children while they are under 12 months old. The parish does not provide for
orphans, because the law does not reqtiire it. The three deserted children in this parish are
in charge of the churchwarden, and by him sent out to nurse; but further than the existence,
and the name of the nurse, the churchwarden confessed that he knew nothing about them.
The sum designed for the support of the children has been levied on the parish by a vote of
the vestry, and as it forms the only remnant of the church cess, a most decided repugumilce
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has been evinced to the collection of it, and it is supposed that it will not be possible to
obtain it next year. The Rev. Mr. Vaughan states, that there are three objections to it on
the part of the people: first, that sufficient vigilance has not been used to discover the
guilty parties; second, that too much is allowed for the collection of the money; third, the
support given acts as an encouragement to the crime. Thereis no apprentice fund for found-
lings, but when they grow up they take to different occupaticns. The Assistant Commis-
sioners visited one of the children, and found the woman who had it in charge fondling it
in her arms. The little orphan looked very healthy, and from its apparent affection to its
nurse, seemed to have met kindly treatment. The woman said she had weaned her own
child at nine months to nurse it; and added, she would never wish to part with it, though
she had not for a long time received what was due to her for nuising it. She did not
express any disinclination to continue bearing her gratuitous burthen. 1t is very generally
wished that some more certain and ready way of collecting the funds for their support
should be introduced. The churchwardens feel this part of their duty particularly onerous,
and the cause of much ill will. Mr, Parker suggests that they should form part of the
presentments at assizes, and be levied on the barony.

Persons who attended the Examination.

Austiy Canrig, one of the late enumerators under the Commission for the Public Instruction,—
Titosas Curnaw, dyer and pawnbroker.—Janes Dary, apothecary and innkeeper.—Lawrzvce
Donenrry, labourer.—Jonx DoxocHUE, 2 cottier, holding five acres.—Doctor Frxveaxe, dis-
pensary surgeon.--Jouns Hieeins, labourer.—Jayes Keane, farmer of 12 acres.—Troaas
Lysacur, labourer.—AvsTix M*CarTHTY, a cottier holding two acres.—~Rev. Mr. MNarry, ». -
—Parrick M‘Namara, weaver.-=Nr. MavLoxE, farmer of nine acres, and tithe collector.—-Joun
Matvoxt, a cottier holding four acres.~Jonx Morissy, weaver.—~Jayes Muiquexy, farmer of °
five acres.—~Joun O'Reriry, publican and farmer.—Patrick Quixny, baker.—Widow Rounke,
widow of a carpenter, supporting four orphans.—DMarrHIas THYNNE, shopkeeper.—Rev. Arch-
dean Warrry, protestant rector, and justice of the peace.—Mechanics, labourers and others,
besides the above, were examined by the Assistant Commissioners.

AccorpiNG to Archdeacon Whitty, there had not been more than 12 deserted children
found in that and the neighbouring parish within the last three years; three of these were
then supported by the parish, and they appeared to the Assistant Commissioners to be in
very good health, and well taken care of by thosé to whose charge they had been entrusted
by the churchwardens. As to whether the desertion of infants had increased or not, all the
witnesses who were examined expressed themselves satisfied that the crime, owing to the
activity of the late roman-catholic clergyman of the parish, had of late years much dimi-
nished. A very great number also of those with whom the Assistant Commissioners con-
versed, attributed the reduced number of foundlings to the closing of the Foandling-hospital ;
and it was stated that no instance had been known there of deserted children perishing
before they had been discovered. As to whether it was possible for the labourer to make
any provision for his children in the event of their becoming orphans, it is only necessar
to refer to the rate of wages (8d.a dafv) in that district, to be convinced that no suc
attempt has ever been made. Several labourers were even anxious to know whether it was
funning, the Assistant Commissioners were, in asking such, in their opinion, an absurd
question. There are no orphan children supported there by private contributions, nor by
any religious orders, ror by subscription of a penny a week among the poorer classes. The
reason why deserted children alone are provided by the parish is, that the law is silent as
to the support of orphans, whose condition, in one or two instances at Ennistymon, was
wretched in the estreme, and could not e surpassed in extent of misery and neglect by
that of the generality of deserted children. As was before stated, those children when dis-
covered are put out to nurse by the churchwardens, and are taken care of by some poor
pet:};le in the parish, whose conduct deserves great praise for their kindness and attention
to them. . About 5/ per annum is allowed for the expenditure of each child. An assessment
was levied by the foundling officers (persons who are not remunerated for their tronble, and
incur much odium) upon all the inhabitants of the parish. From a feeling that this tax,
in consequence of being laid on by the vestry, is connected with church cess, which was
universally believed to have been abolished, there has been for some time a disinclination
manifested towards its collection ; and latterly, from the impossibility of realizing the sum
required for this purpose in the usual way, one or two benevolent persons have been obliged
to advance the requisite sum until the ensuing assizes, when an application would be made .
to the grand jury to ascertain the course the parochial officers were to pursue with regard
to levying the foundling charges. There is no hospital now to which foundlings can be
sent from that district ; but it was hoped that the children would tarn out well, from the
attention which has been paid by Archdeacon Whitty to their education ; and it was the
reverend gentleman’s own opinion that these children are altogether much better taken care
of in the present manner than they would be immured within the walls of the Foundling-
hospital, where he had every reason to believe they were most shamefully neglected.
There were no children there supported by the Protestant Orphan Society. Itwas the gene- -

ral
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ral opinion that some alteration was absolutely necessary in the mode of collecting the
money to defray the expense of supporting the foundlings; and many intelligent persons
in that part of the country saw no reason why this tax might not be be levied easily toge-
ther with the other baronial charges.

Persons who attended the Erxamination.

Rev. J. HastinGs ALLEN, protestant curate of Corofin.—Ausrey Cunrex, carpenter.—
Davis, weaver.—GEORGE Dixow, farmer and tithe collector.—MicuazL Ecawn, carpenter,—
Jony Emursow, slater.—GEeoree Firzearrick, innkeeper.—Tisr Frrzeenarp. publican.—
Wirziax Frrzeemarp, esq., J. P.—MicnarrL Harroraw, labourer.— HeHir, weaver.
—Joux Hickey, postmaster, and farmer of 15 acres—Gzronrer Hocax, labourer.—Tr Hogax,
farmer.— Cmanies M‘Nanmara, farmer of eight acres.—Trmoyas M‘Manoy, labourer.— ——
Marmiy, weaver—MicmagL Morrarry, farmer, holding 15 acres.—Jayes Novraw, farmer.—
Jomrx RExNy, shopkeeper.—Rev, Mr, Warsm,’ roman-catholic rector.

TaERE are at present no deserted children in this parish; there had been two, who died,
supported altogether by collections made at the roman-catholic chapel. Child desertion has
certainly decreased within the last 10 years : no case ever occurred of a child dying hefore
discovery. It appeared to witnesses, that the Eresent rate of wages made it quite impos-
sible for'a labourer to make a provision for his children in case of their becoming orphaus.
The rate of wages given by farmers is 6d. a day to the regularl emYoned, and 8d. to those
who hire occasionally, including diet. The gentlemen usually allow their labourers 84.
a day without diet. Overseers of foundlings were in the habit of putting deserted children
out to nurse among the peasantry, usually with those who resided in the parish. There is
no foundling-hospital in the parish. It was thought advisable by several gentlemen to
make an alteration with respect to the power of assessing parishes for the maintenance of
deserted children ; some recommended the passing of an Act of Parliament, whereby the
sum required for the maintenance of deserted children might be levied, together with the
other barony charges.

Persons who attended the Examination.

Jaues Brasii, farmer, holding sevem acres,—Tmomas Carronr, labourer.—Rev. Mr. Correy,
roman-catholic curate.—M. Corrow, weaver.—Major CREAGH, I. P.—DMaRy Frrzeeranp, a
beggarwoman.—Dr, Frazzr, dispensary surgeon.—Widow Grrrrzy, widow of a labourer.—
Mr. Hacr¥EY, steward to Sir A. Fitzgerald.—Manrtin Havrrw, labourer, occasionally employed.—
Mary Harrrw, his wife, always begging in Newmarket.—Micwaer Keoen and James Graravy,
small farmers, holding about 12 acres each.—Rev, Mr. M‘CuvrracH, rector.—~Jory M‘Naaara,
labourer.—Jonx Moroxy, clerk of the petty sessions.—Ricuarp MOLONEY, a decayed shoe-
naker.—Hexry O'Briex, esq.—Lucius O'Brizw, esq., late . 2. for the county of Clare,—
Rev. Mr, O'Brizx, roman-catholic curate.—~FPaTrick SHIELDS, carpenter.

TuErE are no foundlings supported by public contributions or cess in the four parishes.
My, M*Cullagh could not recolFect whether any children had been deserted or not in-the
parish of Tomfinloe within the last 11 years; but be it as it may, they have not had paro-
chial assistance, for there was not a vestry held there during that period. For the last three
years there has been but one child deserted, and that was supported for about a year by
private contributions, and then it was proposed to send it to the Foundling-hospital; but
when this intention reached the ears of the mother, her dormant affections were awakened ;
she claimed the child, and received it. As to whether they perish before they are dis-
covered, see page > ;

There are no monastic or religions establishments in either of these parishes. The ques-
tion as to the construction put upon the laws for providing for deserted children has never
been ascertained, as a provision Ear them was never proposed here, otherwise than by private

charity. In the few instances that have oceurred, the churchwardens have not taken charge
of the children.

Persons who uitended the Examination.

Mr. Apranay Anery, officer of health.—Mr. MicuazL Josers Barrv.~Rev. Crantes H. Lesviz,
rector.—Mr, Georee Love, overseer of the parish; appointed by the officers of health.

. CHILDREN that are deserted are supposed, in almost all cases, to be illegitimate. No
mstance is known of their perishing before they were discovered.

. The parish is BI:EPDBed to be bound to provide for every child of this deseription until it

1s received into the Foundling-hospital. The churchwarden invariably takes charge of

deserted children, 3 _
0.5,
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24. APPENDIX to FIRST REPORT from the COMMISSIONERS for inquiring

The number of foundlings, from Easter 1831 to Easter 1832, - was 30

—t 1832 — 1833, - 27
== 1833 — 1834, - 21
— 1834 — Sept. 16, —- 8

The reason of the decrease afpears to be, that a lesser number have been sent in from the

country than there were formerly. . )
It is only at Easter that children are received into the hospital. The sums assessed at
vestry for the support of the children, previously to their being received into the hospital,

were—

1832 - - - - - £.100
1833 - - - - - 20, there being a balance in hand.
1834 =~ <« = = = G5, of which 20/ went to make up a defi--

ciency of last year.

Each child is given to the parish nurse, and as soon as possible afterwards to a wet nurse
in the country. The salary of the parish nurse is 5 5. per week, 3s. 6d. of which is paid out
of the fund above mentioned, and 1s. 6d. out of the money collected at the church on
Sundays. Formerly a certain sum was got for each child, but this was found to produce
bad effects. :

The salary of the wet nurse is 15s. per quarter; and the medical attendant 10l per
annum.

The children are placed out to nurse by the churchwardens till the time of receiving
them into the hospital.

The nurse in the country shows the child or children to the churchwardens once a quar-
ter. In general, these nurses feel the strongest affection for the children in their charge;
and instances have been known of their keeping the children, so entrusted to them, alto-
gether. The Foundling-hospital, which receives children at Easter, is the only one to
which children deserted in the parish can be sent, 5

The general character of those who have come out of the Foundling-hospital has not been
by any means good. The general impression appeared to be, that the Foundling-hospital
is much mismanaged. [t is ascertained that most of the females who came from it become
prostitutes. There are a few of the children supported by the Protestant Orphan Society
placed with families. The present provision appears to {e quite sufficient, although the
mode of management may be in some degree objectionable. :

Persons who atiended the Examination.

Mr. Patrick J. AnxeLr, baker.—Bexsamiy Berirw, labourer.—Mr, Davip BurLer, farmer of
75 acres.—Mr. D. Carracuax, farmer of 26 acres.—Rev. Mr., FieLp, protestant priest of .
Leffinney and Knurkairly, barony of Innishannon.—Mr. Jeremian Hurvrey, farmer of 47 acres.
—Mr. Jou~x Leary, innkeeper.—Mr. Taomas Leary, foundling overseer.—D. M‘MarTny,
labourer, formerly farmer and overseer of the parish.—Mr. Evezye M‘Canrny.—Mr. Jouw-
sToNE MackinTosH, clerk of the petty sessions.—Rev. Tnoaas MEeaDE, rector.—Rev. WiLrias
More, Crosthwaite, curate.—WirrLian Near, labourer.

It appears that the same mode of providing for foundlings which prevails at Bandon has
been adopted here.—(See Evidence of Parishes of Kilbrogan and Ballymoodan.) Only one
child however has been sent to Cork by Mrs. Clarke this year, and there was no foundling
in the parish last year.

Persons who attended the Lxamination.

Jomy Bassert, weaver.—Mr. Tromas Burrex, farmer holding 57 acres.—Mr. RoserT CraRrk,
farmer.—NMrs. Renecca Crarke, employed to take foundlings to Cork.—Mr. RozerT Epwarps,
tobacconist.—Mr, Micuaer Farvey, churchwarden of 1833.—Mr. Jonn Fawcrrr, shopkeeper,
churchwarden of Ballymoodan in 1833.—Tromas Hawarp, weaver.—Mr. Wirtiam Honney-
srook, farmer.—Rev. Wirriam HunTeR, minister of the presbyterian congregations.—Rev.
Artror Kxox, vicar of Ballymoodan.—Jory Liwpsay, weaver.~Mr. RicHarD Jarxes Loxe,
churchwarden of Kilbrogan for the present year.—~Rev. Dawrer M‘SweeNEy, roman-catholic
rector—Rev, Horace T. Newnax, rector of Kilbrogan.—Ropent Privies, weaver,—CoRNELIUS
QUILLINAN, labourer,—Mr. Geonee Staniey, farmer holding 175 acres.—Mr. Taomas TANNER,
farmer,—Mr. STEwaRT TrEssiL1AN, churchwarden of the present year,

A mosT extraordinary mode of providing for foundlings has been adopted for some years
in the parishes of Ballymoodan and Kilbrogan. Formerly, when the funds of the Cork
Foundling-hospital were very considerable, there was no objection to receiving children
from different parts of the country. ~Every child which was exposed in Bandon was in con-
sequence sent to Cork, and the woman who brought it generally took a letter to the churé:hé

@ warden
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warden of some parish there, who sent the child to the hospital. When, in consequence of DESERTED AnD

the diminution of the funds in the hospital, a regulation was made that no foundling should
be received but those of Cork and the liberties, the parochial authorities of Bandon had
recourse to the following expedient to save their parishes from the burden of supporting the
foundlings. Each child, as soon as possible after being discovered, was given in charge to a
woman named Rebeeca Clarke, who was understood to take it to Cork and get it into the
hospital ; she received 10s. for each child. It appears that this system continues still.
Mrs. Clarke on being examined stated, that her mode of getting a child into the hospital is
to expose it in Cork ; and this she always does, either at the gate of the hospital or in some

gentleman’s hall ; the child of course then becomes a foundling of the parish in which it is

thus exposed, and it is sent by the churehwarden of that parish to the hospital. Within a
fortnight from the present time, 2d October 1834, Mrs. Clarke has exposed a child in this
way ; she says that although she has been going on thus for years, a length of time, she
was but once detected, and then she could not be punished, as she was not caught in the
fact.

Thig account of the way in which the children were disposed of after they left Bandon,
rests on the authority of Mrs, Clarke alone. The foundling overseers knew or know nothing
more than that she got the children and was paid. The witnesses, however, gave her a good
character, and she herself speaks with the greatest apparent candour and openness, and
there is every reason to believe, with truth.

Mr, Fausitt says,  that on taking office last year he felt he could not in conscience allow
children to be taken off without baving any further security for their safety than the mere
word of an individual; and that accordingly the first two foundlings that were taken up in
his year he put out to nurse to women residing near town. In this, he says his conduct was
so much disapproved of, on account of the expense brought on the parish, that he sent the
next child by Mrs. Clarke to Cork, she promising to bring a certificate of its safe admission
from a friend of hers in the hospital.” Mrs. Clarke says, *‘ that it was clearly impossible
that she could bring any such certificate ;” and Mr, Fausitt says, “ that when she did not
bring it, he declared that he would put every other foundling out to nurse.” In consequence
of this declaration, Mr. Falvey, Mr. Fausitt’s colleague, took up all the other children of that
year and sent them to Cork. The witnesses admit the unjustifiable nature of the proceed-
mgs, but plead in excuse, thatif the children had been retained there would have been three
times as many exposed, and the parish would incur a very heavy annual expense. However,
all declared, that whatever be the consequence, a second exposure of a child shall not be
suffered to take place again.

Since the Easter of this year, three children have been sent off from Ballymoodan; last
year six were sent off ; two were retained, as before mentioned, by Mr. Fausitt, and two died,
after being discovered, and before there was time to send them off. One of them was be-
lieved to have died in consequence of exposure. Trom Kilbrogan three children were sent
off this year.

The expensc of the two children, who are at nurse in Ballymoodan parish, is 34 a year for
each; they are shown every three months to the overseer.

1t would appear from some statements of Mrs. Clarke’s, that under the present manage-
ment of the Foundling-hospital at Cork, it is very easy for the parent to find out with whom
a child is.put to nurse, and not impossible for a mother to get herself chosen the nurse of

her own child, ¢ I have heard,” says Mrs. Clarke, “ nurses say at the hospital gate in

Cork, that such and such people gave them presents and made much of them to make them
take good care of their child. I recollect also one child that I took to Cork, it was about
12 months old. The day after I came home a woman came to me to know if I could direct
her so as to find out the person that,the child was given tonurse to; I told her it wassent to
a Mrs. Crawley, the pavish nurse. The woman went to Cork, found out from Mrs. Crawley
that it was given to a Mrs. Murphy, and she saw the child with the latter. Some time after
she came Lo me again, and told me what I tell you, and made me a present of some whiskey,
eggs, tea, coffee and sugar.” Mrs. Clarke says further, * there was another child that I was
going to Cork with, when I met a man and woman at [nnishannon Bridge. The man asked
me was [ taking the child to the hospital, and I said I was; and he and his wife looked at
it, and said it was a very fine one. He told me that his wife was just recovered, after being
delivered of a dead child, and that she was going to the hospital to see if she could geta
child to nurse. He said it would be a good thing if she could get the child I had in my
arms. . I said, may be she could if she applied next day at the hospital ; she would know it
(it was a girl) by a small mark it had on the back of its neck ; she did try next day, and
got the same child, and is rearing it now, may be it's her own, may be not.” )

With respect to a provision for foundlings, the Rev. Mr. Newman says, * I am satisfied
that the practice of taking charge of deserted children and placing them at nwrse in the parish
in which they are taken up, leads to theirdesertion. When I came here about 16 years ago,
I found 50 children on the parish. At that time the hospital at Cork was open, and we had
t]lEI_ﬂ all sent there as quickly as possible. The number of foundlings in each of the fol-
lowing years was considerably less than in any of the preceding. .
. “At the same time, I should say that I think the system of sending children to an hospital
is liable to great objections. I am sure that a child will be better brought up, and his habits
will be more naturally formed when he is placed in a family. Perhaps if foundlings were
put out with families, in some place distant from that in which they are taken up, and if a
sort of reciprocity were established between parishes in different parts of the country, the
advantage of both systems at present in operation might be combined, and the leading evils
avoided.” -
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26 APPENDIX to FIRST REPORT from the COMMISSIONERS for inguiring

Persons who attended the Examination.

Mr. Jouw Assorr, shopkeeper.—MicHAEL ALLEN BrrcHER, esq., churchwarden.—Jonx B]’.NNE’I‘T,
esq., J. r.—Jereyian CoLriys, labourer.—JerEMian Deasy, labourer.—Ricmanp Deasy, esq.,
merchant.—Dr, Forrrorr.—Mr. Dexis Huriey, farmer of 18 acres.—Mr. Joux Kivgsroy, farmer
of 65 acres.—)r. Epwarp Lucy, farmer of 70 acres.—Mr. Janes Near.—Mr. Dexis Sexroy,
farmer of 20 acres.~Rev. Hexny WirsoNy STEwanrp, LL. D., vicar of Kilcoe.—Rev. C. C. Towxs-
£ND, rector—Rev. D. Wawsi, roman-catholic rector—~Jony Wuire, labourer.—And several
others.

No deserted child has been found this year. Formerly foundlings were sent to the
hospital in Cork from this parish, in the same manner as from Bandon. Dr. Folliott how-
ever states, when he had occasion, about seven or eight years ago, to send children to Cork,
that he was always in the habit of requiring a receipt, to show how they had been disposed
of.  Mr. James Roach, churchwarden, states, that at the present moment the parvish does
not support any foundling ; and that at the last vestry a foundling rate was not assessed.
A child which was taken up some time ago was maintained by the rector.

Persons who attended the Examination.

Danrer AxcrLows, labourer.—OweN BowLer, labourer—Rocer G. Davis, esq.—Mr, Mavnice
D’oyre, farmer.—Mr. MicxaeL Firzerrarp, farmer.—Rev. Jouw Garbr, protestant curate.
—Nicnoras GrATTAN, esq., dispensary surgeon.—Jonx Higeins, labourer.—Mr., TinornY
LeaHy, farmer—Micuaer Lawroy, labourer.—Mr. Wrrrriay Mankev. farmer.—Mr. Prinip
NEI1LL, farmer.—Rev. Mr. SHEEHAN, roman-catholic rector.—Epxoxp Warsu, labourer.—And
several others of all classes.

Tuere has been no foundling in this parish since the year 1824.

Persons who attended the Examination.

Jonx Cownor, weaver.— —— Dary, esq.—Mr, CuHarres Frinw, publican.—Pamnie Friny,
labourer—~WiLutan Fox, carpenter.—Joserr Diawe Freemaw, esq, b. L.—Mr. James
HanrrsToxGE, farmer.—CorNeLivs Lreany, labourer.~Timoruy Leawy, labourer.—~Mauvrics
Leeny, blacksmith.—Tororny Noovaw, labourer.—Rev. Davier (’Briex, roman-catholic
rector.—Mr. WiLL1ax Suare, clerk of the petty sessions.—DIr. DaNier Sviinivaw, farmer.—

And several others.
Taerk is no foundling supported by the parish. One child was taken up in a neigh-

bouring parish ; is supported at the expense of.a f'gw charitable individuals. The practice
of sentﬁng children to the Cork Foundling-hospital is not known to have existed here.

Persons who attended the Examination. .

RiciarD ASHE, esq., J. p.—DEex1s Corrins, smith.—Parrick CowxeLr, labourer.—Crarres Davy,
labourer.—R. Hopsrs Evre, esq,, Macroom Castle.—Mr. C. R. Fizip, apothecary.—Wirrian
FurLoNe, esq., M. D., dispensary physician.—Mr. Wirrian Goop, farmer.—Rev. Wirnian
Havrcarax, rector.—Mr, Wirrzay Haxamax, shopkeeper, vintner.—Mr. James KerLLeuer,
farmer.—Rev. Roepert KixnorreR, rector of Clondrohid parish.—Mr. Dexis Lexinay, farmer.
—Joux M‘CarTHY, esq., M. D.—Rev. Mr. Murray, roman-catholic curate.—Mr. Tivorny
Rearpoy, shopkeeper.—Tmoyvas Suingwiy, labourer.—Danrer Sweeny, labourer.—Tuomas
Tavror, labourer.—Rev. Jayxes Warsy, parish priest.—Mr. James WeLeny, shopkeeper.——
Mr. PerEr WiLLrans, postmaster.—And several others of all classes.

TrERE are two foundlings on the parish at present; one put on it last year, the other
about four years ago. Last Easter the vestry refused to assess any sum for the sapport of
the children; and My. Hallaran, the rector, apglied to the going judge of assize (Baron
Penefather), who ordered the sum of 57. Irish to be levied for the support of the latter child,
for whom the parish had not paid anything, but refused to order anything for the other
child, on the ground that he was not germ;tted by law to interfere where the parish had
already paid something. The witnesses do not know how the nurse of this latter child is to be
paid. The Rev. Mr. Kirkhoffer, rector of the neighbouring parish, Clondrohid, says, “ There
were two foundlings in my parish this year. I was going to summon a vestry, when some
decent farmers came to me, and said 1t was better not to have any assessment, but that
they would engage that the children should be supported by the people of the parish. é

agreed,.
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aoreed, and they took the children ; they are now supported very well. There are no found-
lings on the parish.”  There are about a dozen chl]‘dren from the Cork Foundling-hospital
at nurse; they are generally very well treated. Each of the nurses receives 3/. a year.
Some of them have been known to become so attached to the children as to keep them

altogether.

Persons who attended the Laxamination.

Traoriy Carrivay, farmer of 20 acres.—Mr, JEREMIAN COLLINS.~=THOMAS F1Tz6ERA LD, lnbourer.
—Dr. Firrzciszoy, dispensary surgeon.—NMicnaen GaLwAy, esq.—JAnes Hayes, farmer of 65
acres.—Tnoyas HUNGERFORD, esq., 3. P. Cahirmore.—~Twnosmas Huncerrorp, esq.—Nicroras
LomparD, beggar.—Daxrer Manowy, farmer of 45 acres.—Mr. Jonx Manoxy, shopkeeper,—
Mr. Kaxe Manony—~Jonx Lueexe Macarroy, esq., under-agent to Lord Carbery.—Rev.
Jenesian MALONEY, P P—JoHN MzeNanAN, labourer.~Ricmanp SyiTh, esq., 3. ».—br. Jorx
Worrk, farmer.—Rev. Josaua Woop, protestant curate.~And several others.

Trere is not at the present moment any foundling supported by the parish of Ross
Carbery ; but it would appear that the method of disposing of foundlings, which has been
described in that part of the evidence taken at Bandon, that relates to the condition of
deserted children, Eas also existed here. Mr. Thomas Morris, who was churchwarden in
1831, stated to the Assistant Commissioners, that he sent three children to the Cork Found-
ling-hospital by the woman Rebecca Clarke, and that he paid to her the sum of 1/ for
each child, She gave Mr. Morris to understand that she procured, in some clandestine
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Examinations taken by
Thomas Martin, Esq.
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bery.
Bar. East Carbery,
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way, the admission of the children into the hospital; and he did not think it necessary to -

make any inquiries as to the mode which she had adopted. At the vestry held the pre-
ceding Easter, a proposal for the levying a foundling rate was rejected.

Persons who attended the Examination.

Rev. Jaxes Barry, parish priest.—Rev. Jouw Banny, catholic curate~Jonx Brooxs, farmer,
pays 1L 10 s. per annum rent.—DBanrTiioLoMEW Broww, labourer.—~BartnoroneEw Doxovax, far-
mer, pays 30/ per annum rent.—Mr. ALexANDER ENGrism, churchwarden last year.—Jaues
Levis, farmer, pays 33l per annum rent.—Couyexrus MamoNy, labourer.—PaTrick Marmony,
farmer, pays 10 /. per annum rent.—Jasxes Manony, quarryman and labourer.—Jomy Munriry,
quarryman and Jabourer.—RiCHARD SALTER, farmer, pays 14 per annum rent.—WiLrran
Suanyox, farmer, pays 36/, per annum rent.—Mr. Janzs Swaxtox, merchant.—JanEs SwanTow,
esq.—THonMas SWANTON, e8(.— SWERTMAN, €sq., dispensary surgeon.—DANTIEL SULLIVAN,
quarryman and labourer,—Jony SULLIVAN, quarryman and labourer.—Rev. Joux TRrirnoor,
protestant curate.—Trmorrry Tuoony, labourer.

TuERE is no foundling on the parish, the rates having been refused at the last vestry.
It is not known that any child has been sent to the Cork Foundling-hospital for many
years. There was a child exposed last year, for which Mr. English himself paid two months
nursing. 'The nurse kept the child nine months. It was then given to Mr. Trail, the
rector, at whose expense, Mr, English believes, it is at nurse at present.

Perzons who attended the Eramination.

Mrs. CoLemans, superior of the convent of the Sisters of Charity.—Rev. Mr. Davry, senior catholic
curate.—Mr, Epwanrp James Dowxey, clerk of the chapel for 23 years.—Mr. R. Howrwr,
woolcomber.—Mr, Jory Murray, cofin-maker, president of the sick poor society.—Mr, Jonx
NacLE, son of a tradesman.—Mr. James Norawn, foreman maltster.—Dr. Quarnry, rector of the
parish.—Dr. SLoaNE, minister of presbyterian congregation.

Tae number of children who have been deserted is about half a dozen in the year, and
these are supposed to be illegitimate.

Persons who attended the Lxamination.

Mr. Mrcunarrn Capocaw, boatman.—Epwarp Dary, esq., barrister-at-law, resident.—JeREMIAH
M‘Dax1eL, esq., burgess of the corporation.—Mr. Danier Demrsey, boatman.—Mr. Grorce
Dawson, boatman.—Epwarp Heanp, sovereign- of Kinsale.—Mr. Jzremxtan Hunry, shop-
keeper.—Rev. Justiy Horey M‘Namara, parish priest.—HeNrY Tromas Kine Nasox, esq.,
foundling offices collector.—Janmes Sanpys, esq.—DMr. Joun Suvrrrvaw, pawnbroker.—Rey.
Mavrice Warsae, catholic curate.

TrERE are at present 15 or 16 deserted children in the parish, all of whom are supposed

Parish Skull.

Bar. #est Carbery,
(West Division.)

Parish 8t. Mary's,
Shandon. -

City of Cork.

Ps-l-risix' 3:‘. Mu!toze,
Town of Kinsale.
Bar. Kinsale.

to be illegimate ; but for the last three years there has been only one. And no instance -

within four years of an illegitimate child being destroyed.
0.5. E 2 There

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit



Appendix (A.)

DestrRTED A¥D
OnrriaN
CHILDREN.

Munster,
County Cork.

Examinations taken by
Thomas Martin, Esq.
Juhn Lator, Esq,

Parish St. Mulfoze.
Town of Kinsale.

Bar., Kinsale.

Parish Tracton.
Bar. Kerrycurriky.

County Kerry.

Ezaminations taken by
G. C. Lewis, s,
D. G. Lubé, Esq.

Parish Cakir.
Bar. Iveragh.

Parish Dingle.
Bar. Corkeguinny.

Parish Keamare.
Bar. Glanerought.

28 APPENDIX to FIRST REPORT from tne COMMISSIONERS for inquiring

There is no particular provision for orphans, nor does it appear possible for the parents to
lay by any provision for them from their earnings ; but the parish is bound to support the
foundlings.

There are two persons appointed by vestry, called foundling officers, whose duty i_s to take
charge of deserted children, and send them to nurse ; the churchwardens have nothing to do
with these children. ]

The nurses invariably treat the children well, and show the greatest affection for them ;
they bring them in every three months to be seen by the foundling officers.

The fund from which the children are supported is an assessment on the houses of
the parish, according to the value of each house. The Act of Parliament allows 51
for the maintenance of the children, but the nurses never get more than 37, for which they
are satisfied to provide food and clothing, and which can certq.inly leave fhelp very little
(if any) remuneration. Witness thinks it strange that there is no apprentice fund, by
which they could be apprenticed out when of a proper age; owing to a want of this, the
children mostly find the greatest difficulty in settling themselves in any way ; some arrange-
ment for apprenticing them is highly necessary.

Persons who attended the Eramination.

Mr. Patnick Doxovay, publican and farmer.—Rev. Trnomas O'Coxxor, parish priest.—
Mr. Privie Paxp, farmer.

Durine the space of the last two years, there were two deserted children, who were

taken by the parish, and provided for by subscription.
In the last five or six years there were three or four altogether.

Persons who attended the Ezamination.

Rev. Mr. CrUTE, curate of Cahir, Killenaule and Glenbargh.—Rev. Mr. FITZGERALD, parish priest
of Cahir and Killanane.—Mr. HoaRe, shopkeeper.—Rev. Mr. SuLLivay, coadjutor.

Durinc the last three years there has not been a child deserted within the limits of the

arish. There have been but two instances of infanticide during the last 10 years. The

children in both instances had been exposed, but it is uncertain whether with an intention
of destroying them. The mothers were not discovered.

Persons who attended the Lxamination.

Rev. Mr. Goopmax, curate of the parish of Dingle.—Mr. Frrzcerarp, apothecary.—Mr. Lauvrex-
sox, chief constable of Corkaguinny.—Rev. Mr. Surrivan, roman-catholic curate, in a line of
14 miles in length along the southern const. )

Mr. Goopman stated that there had been no case of infanticide or exposure of children
in that quarter, to his knowledge. Mr, O'Sullivan observed, that the only instance of the
kind that he could mention was that of a child which was exposed about two years ago; it
was found dead in a field near the road, very respectably dressed ; and there had been no
inquest held upon it. Orphans were generally taken care of by their friends, and go into
service when they were old enough. They were sometimes, however, driven to begging.

Persons who attended the Examination.

Rev. Mr. Goprney, rector of Kenmare and Morsert.—Joun Hickseow, esq., J. p., agent to the
Marquis of Lansdowne.—Rev. Mr., Frrziavrice, parish priest of Kenmare and Templenoe.

TuerEe were, at the period of the visit of the Assistant Commissioners, about six deserted
children in the two parishes of Kenmare and Templenoe. Those that had been exposed in
the former parish were maintained by a cess applotted for the purpose. In the preceding

ear the vestry in Templenoe had negatived a motion for a foundling cess; in that parish,
]y;owever, there is but one foundling who is not old enough to provide for himself, and he is
retained by his nurse, without even a promise or the hope of being recompensed for her
trouble and expenses. ;
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DEeSERTED AND

; g OrpaAN
Persons who attended the Examination. o el
Mr. ConNoRr, manager of loan fund.—Rev. Mr. Duwne, coadjutor.—Rev. Mr. Frrzymauvnice, parish Munster,
priest of Killarney and part of Aghadoe.—Rev. Mr. Hersert, vicar of Killarney and Kilcum- County Kerry.
min.—Rey. Mr. HERBERT, rector of Castle Island.—Mr. Davio Mureay, linen-draper. Pomolinattons dekat by
G. C. Lewis, Esq.

Durinc the last three years there have been, on an annual average, about two children D- G. Lubé, Esq.
exposed in the parish of Killarney.. These have, in almost every instance, been ascertained Parish Ki
10 be the offspring of strangers and of illegitimate birth. Foundlings when discovered are *°™® illar s
always brought to the priest’s _lmu_se, and by him placed with nurses, with whom they remain Bar. Magonihy.
until they are of an age to maintain themse!ves. At the_present moment there are eight or
ten foundlings who are supported by a charitable fund arising from collections and contri-
butions received at the chapel. The money collected at the church is partly applied to the
assistance of five or six children who have leen left orphans. It has been observed, that
children who have been deserted generally turn out worse than others, in as much as it is
probable that they have not been well treated, and more particularly have not had the
authority of a parent to direct them. It has never been the practice in Killarney to send
deserted children to the Foundling-hospital ; ©* but,”” says the Rev. Mr. Herbert, rector of
Castle Island, “ I have, with much advantage, threatened to resort to that practice in my
parish; and although we are at present supporting six foundlings by vestry cess, none of
them have been exposed since my residence in the parish, a period of about three years.
I am satisfied that formerly children have been deserted in a safe place, and afterwards
given to the mother to nurse. The practice has ceased since the announcement of my deter-
mination to send them all to the Foundling-hospital.”

Persons who attended the Examination.

Lieut. W. E. Brapy, chief constable of police—Mr. Cuurcs, shopkeeper.—Captain Hewsox, :
magistrate.—Rev. Mr. Manoxy, parish priest of Listowel and Galey, in Iraghticonnor Barony, Parish Listowel.
and part of Kilshinane and Finago, in the barony of Clanmaurice. Bar. Iraghiiconnor.

TrERE were about two children exposed during the year; they are now maintained on
the parish by the vestry cess.

One orphan, and a poor blind boy of about 13 years of age, have also been put on the
parish list.

Persons who attended the Examination.

H. J. BrowxriGe, esq., sub-inspector of police.—Rev. Mr. M'Exwery, parish priest of Tralee
Union.—Rev. Mr. O'SuLLIvay, parish priest of Ardfert, Kilmoily in Clanmaurice, and Bal- Parishes Tralee and
linahaglish, in Trughenackmy. i i

Baronies T'rughe-

_THERE are about 10 children exposed in that district in the conrse of the year. When nackmy and Clan-

dlsco'_ve]'ed they are supported by vestry cess, and are given out to nurses, without any regard maurice.

to religious distinetion whatsoever. Any orphans that are left in a state of destitution are

ﬁenera}ly provided for by their relatives. As to any effect produced upon the system of
eserting children, by the closing of the Foundling—hospita[’in Dublin, it was generall

agreed that no change had taken place from it, because few were sent to Dublin for the
purpose, the distance being too great.

Person who attended the Examination.

Rev, Mr. Day, rector of Valentia.
Par. Valentia,
ip Island of

Tuerr has been no exposure of children or infanticide known heres Valentia

Person who aitended the Examination.

Rev. MicHAEL FrrzeeravLp, parish priest of the union of Askeaton and Ballytun.

Ta ERE were no deserted children or orphans in the parish at the time of visiting. :

The interference of the Legislature is desirable to make it imperative ou the vestry to  UPioD of Askeaton
provide for deserted children in future in a public institution, where there should be no and Balytun.
Bro;el vtism, . Bar. Lower Conello.

County Limerick.

-

0.5.

E3
Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit



Appendix (A)

Desertep AND
Onrnan
CHILDREN.

Munster,
County Limerick.

Examinations taken by

G. C. Lewis s
D. G. Lubé:rl‘?s?;.

Parishes of Chapef

Russell and Kilcor-

nan.
Bar. Kenry.

Parish Newcastle.
Bar., Lower Conello,

e

Parish Ratlkeale.
Bar. Lewer Conello,

Parishes of Shana-
gelden, Robertstown
and Ballyhargil.

Bar. Lower Concllo,

County Tipperary.

Parish Carrick.
Bar. Iffa and Off.
(East Barony.)

30 APPENDIX to FIRST REPORT from the COMMISSIONERS for inquiring

Persons who attended the Lcamination.

Mr. Morrts, sub-agent to Lord Charleville—Rev, Mr, Warrer, rector of Chapel Russell. —
And a farmer resident in Kilcornan.

(Mr. Morris.)—THERE is one deserted child, which has been supported by ves c
for the last five years; but there is now no cess, and the nurse is not l;;id. i s

Persons who attended the Examination.

Rev. Dr. Covrr, parish priest of Newcastle.—~Arrrep Furroxe, esq., agent to the Earl of Devon.
—Rev. Jonx Locxke, rector of Neweastle and Monygea.—Jony Pearce, esq., surgeon and
physician to the dispensary.—Mr. PErcy, chief constable of Newcastle upwards of 131 years,

Wirtn regard to the number of deserted children then on the parish, and the increase or
decrease of the system, the Rev. Mr. Locke said, that about two years ago a deserted child
was given out to nurse, but it had since died ; and he did not know of another case.

Mr. Furlong mentioned two or three cases, however; and Mr. Locke thought, that since
the suppression of the Foundling-hospital the number of deserted children had decreased, to
his knowledge. ’

It was observed by Mr. Coll, that it was the custom to lay such children at the priest’s
door, or bring them, when found, to the priest. He determined, however, not to take an
part in providing for them, and announced his resolution to the people; and this had the
effect of putting a stop to thus exposing them. There is now no regulation or provision
whatsoever for them, but they generally find out to whom they belong, and force them on
their relations. There have been cases, when the child was put out to nurse, and nobody
being afterwards forthcoming to take charge of it, the nurse has refused to take care of
the child any longer. It was stated that this practice of child dropping or deserting infants
had decidedly decreased since the closing of the Foundling-hospital in Dublin.

Persons who attended the Eramination.

The Rev. M, Grurrrs, protestant curate.—The Rev. D, Hooaw, parish priest.—Mr. MuLcany,
shopkeeper.—Wirtianm Sairn, esq., 7. P, sub-inspector of police.

In this parish there have been two cases of deserted children in three years. Within a
a month a boy of seven years old was left here by his mother, a stranger, and is now sup-
ported by the neighbours. This boy was lately taken up for stealing potatoes on account
of destitution. About a month ago a new-born infant was also found near the town ; it was
carried to the churchwardens, who had no funds, and it has since been taken up by an old
woman who gets a little assistance among the neighbours.—(Mtr. Mulcahy.) After the
cholera in 1832, a subscription was made in the town, amounting to 127 L, for the relief of
orphans and widows left by the cholera. Sums varying from 4/ to 10s. were allotted to 63
families and individuals, and pnt in the hands of persons who took charge of the parties.
The orphans were instructed in plaiting, bonnet-making, &e.; others were sent to dress-
malkers, and others were taken up by their relations ; the widews set up somelittle dealing
on the money they got; and, of the whole number, not more than three families havg

become beggars.

Person who attended the Examination.
Rev. Dr. CoLrins, parish priest of the union of Shanagolden, Robertstown, and Ballyhargill.

ABovuT two years ago a child was exposed in the protestant union of Shanagolden, which
was supported by one yearly vestry, but last year the parishioners refused to pay the nurse,
who stilk keeps the child, but is not paid.

Persons who attended the Examination.

Fraxcis Bravicaw, gentleman farmer.—Rev. Dr. ConNELLY, parish priest.—WarLter CuLLEY,
tradesman.—Trmoray Doxovax, brogue-maker.~Dr, LracH, . p.—Rev. Mr. MANDEVILLE,
protestant clergyman.—Micuaer Muriey, weaver.—WiLLiam O'Downyer, esq.—Dr. O'SuEa,
M. D.—JanMES PRENDERGAST, esq.—James Quow, clerk of roman-catholic curate.—Rev. Mr.
Sawps, rector of Carrick.—And others present at different times.

Trere has been one new-born child exposed in Newtown parish in a field, and one in
Carrick parish. The practice is for them to be taken round from house to house, and they
stay only one night; they mostly die; it cannot be well otherwise. The child in Newtown
panish is given out to nurse, and is supported by voluntary subscriptions, All the children

exposed in this neighbourhood, except the one in Newtown parish, have died. The churgh—
warden
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warden never takes charge of deserted children or orphans in this parish; he refused in
the last case to provide for the child in Carrick parish, stating that he had wo funds, but
made no attempt to levy any cess. -
Sometimes when a father or mother go away, promising to come back or to send remit-
tances to their children, and do neither, the children are parcelled out among relations.
Some legislative interference is very much wanted to make the present law relative to de-
serted children effective, as it is now a dead letter in Carrick.

Persons who attended the Examination.

Mr. ALLowxEY, actuary for the savings' bank.—Mr. Tromas CrorTY, woollen-manfacturer.—
Dr. DeLAxy, 3. b.—Rev. Mr. Hicery, rector of Roscrea.—Samuer H. Lawsox, esq., chief
constable of police.—Rev. Mr. O’'SnAvGHNESSEY, parish priest.—Hon. Mr, PrerTY, 5.P.

ABour cight years ago the number of deserted children .which' were annually thrown
upon the parish was very great; and the sum assesz-:ed fol_' their maintenance by the vestr
amounted to about 50/. In consequence of exertions, in many instances attended with
success, made to discover the mothers, or other persons who were guilty of the crime, the
offence has greatly decreased in frequency. The assistance derived from the parish towards
their maintenance has entirely ceased during the last three years, in consequence of the
general resistance to church assessment. At the present moment a fund, arising from the
subscriptions of the bench of magistrates, supports three deserted children; and any aid
from other sources is collected with the greatest difficulty.

Persons who attended the Examination.

Rev. Mr. BArLpwin, roman-catholic clergyman.—Rev. Dr. Bery, master of the endowed school.—
Benjamin B. Brapsuaw, esq, J.r—Witniam Cuayror, esq., mayor of Clonmel.—NMr.
Grus, merchant.—Mr. Jorx Hacker, proprietor of Tipperary Free Press.—Mr. HopGes,
attorney.—Davip Marcoxson, proprietor of factories.—- Meaguenr, shoemaker.—
Mr. O’Co~ror, foreman of the Clonmel Advertiser.—Rev. Mr. STEVENsON, protestant clergy-
man.—THomAs WaLsH, labourer.—And many others present at different times.

TuerE were four or five foundlings in the church last Easter Sunday; two were up to 10
years of age. The suppression of the Foundling-hospital has diminished the number; they
used to be left at persons’ doors, in order to be sent to the hospital. The churchwardens
take charge of the infants, and the vestry cess is levied. Two or three children left by
their parents are begging about the streets. There wasa child deserted by the mother, who
fled from Clonmel; the churchwarden would do nothing. Sheaham’s wife kept it for three
months, when it died. In the county Waterford, near Clonmel, two orphan children died
of starvation about six years ago, in the scarce year; they were about 12 years old; they
Ferished on the road side, in the middle of the day; they fainted away as they were way-

aring ; they were left to perish in the inclemency of the weather. James Smith, boatman,
gives the story, and is not sure whether an inquest was held. A subscription is made for
cholera orphans, and by donations from other charities ; five are on hand.

A woman is employed to rear the foundlings; she rears them by spoon-meat. Since the
hospital was closed the cases are rare. Inquiry was made by Mr. Baldwin into the condi-
tion of the children; and instruction was given that they should be better taken care of by
the woman, as there had been a representation of misconduct. Those of sufficient age are
sent to school. Mr. O’Connor thinks it would be injurious to make a provision for found-
lings by an hospital ; there is no objection to the present system. v

Persons who attended the Fxamination.

R. Arworp.—S. ARNOLD.—Mr. James CrrisTiE, churchwarden.—Mr. B, Crare.—Messrs, Ewarr,
Locay, &c. &c. including several of the police.—Rev. J. Jonxsrow, late curate of Ahoghill.—
Captain Kenverr, officer of police.—Rev. Geo. Kirkearrick, rector.—Rev. Jouy Krerax,
parish priest.—Rev. Mr. Hanke Lee, Moravian agent.—G. Locax.—Rev, T. Marraviex, of
Gracehill.—A. M‘Maxvus, esq, magistrate.—Dr. MrriER, surgeon of dispensary.—H. O'Hara,
esq., magistrate.—James O'Hernrirr.— W, QuiLran,—Mr. Jaazs SuvyTH, merchant. '

Tuereare 10 children deserted inthe parish; number of orphans unknown; the number has
decreased, because inspectors have been appointed to search for the parent so deserting them.
They are supposed to Ee illegitimate. They do not often perish before they are discovered ;
none are supported by religious orders or subscriptions from the poorer classes. Onl
those deserted under the age of 12 months come within the provisions of the statute, whic
empowers the vestry to raise by assessment a sum not exceeding 5/. annually of late Irish
currency, for the maintenance of each deserted child. There is not known any other legal
authority to make provision for orphans or destitute children.

0.5. E4 Presentments
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Preseniments are not obtained from the assizes for their maintenancg; the statute provides
only for deserted children, not for mere orphans. The cl_eserted children are put out to
nurse by churchwardens to women in the parish, who exhibit them at each Easter vestry to
the overseers; but their education has not been sufficiently attended to. The assessment
on the parish, according to statute, is 5. late Irish currency for each; but here less is suf-
ficient. No objections have been made to the distribution of the fund. There is no found-
ling-hospital ; the children, when seven years old, are 1'ecpwqd and e_mgloyeci by a weaver
or farmer. The opinion here is strong against orphan institutions, as it 1s thought that the
children, being reared outof their own rank in life, are likely to become afterwards discon-
tended, and they are Lelieved to be more unhealthy than those nursed by the peasantry;
nursing is here cheap. Deserted children, when not provided for, are often compelled to
beg. None are supported by the Protestant Orphan Society, The practice of taking
charge of deserted children has led, it is believed, to their desertion. Since the Foundling-
hosp.ital in Dublin has been closed, and since the appointment of overseers in the parish to
search for the mother, the number has decreased. All thought it hard to confine the parish
relief to those under 12 months old ; they thought overseers should be appointed, as here,
to prevent desertion; but that a deserted child above 12 months of age should not be left.
a burden to the finder. One case occurred here where a child was left in the cradle of a
poor farmer, and the parish, though willing, had no legal authority to relieve him.

Persons who attended the Ezamination.

Dr. Bruce.—Dr. Brysow, surgeon of dispensary.—Rev. James Canpy, presbyterian minister.
—\Ir. S. Crarke.—G. S. CLARKE, esq., magistrate.—Mr. M. Cravrorp.—Rev. Daxier Curar,
parish priest.—Nr. M. Dickie.—Mr. M. Gipsox.—Rev. WirLiam GREENE, protestant vicar.—
Mr. J. E. Leprie, publican.—Dr, M‘MasTER, surgeon and apothecary.—Rev. Roprrr Macrrr,
presbyterian minister.—Mr, J. SkeLrox, agent to Lord Ferrard, &c. &c. and many of the
paupers,

TrE number of deserted children at present in the parish is four. There appears to have
been no change in the number of yearly desertions within the memory of any of the wit-
nesses, at least not such as to have been remarked. They are generally supposed to be
illegitimate, and very rarely perish before they are discovered. )

In some cases provision might be made by the working classes for their children in case
of their becoming orphans, but it is very seldom done ; they generally spend the surplus of
their earnings in the public-house. There are no regular contributions for the support of
orphans, nor are they supported by religious orders. Deserted children are taken charge
of by the churchwardens, and supported by a tax levied on the parish.

Here the construction put on the statute is very wide, allowing aid to deserted children,
even when above three or four years old at the time of desertion; and some orphans in the
case of cholera were received on the parish under this statute (though contrary to the
statute, but was not considered in the parish). There are no presentments obtained from
the assizes for deserted children in this parish.

They are generally put out to nurse by the churchwardens, and in this parish the prac-
tice with respect to the payment of nurses differs from that of most other parishes, the
allowance here being from 4/ to 6. 7s., whilst in other parishes it is not more than 5/
late Irish currency. They are never put to women residin%hin another parish to be nursed,
and are regularly inspected by the parochial authorities. ere are no reasonsapparent.why
there should be any discontent relative to the distribution of the sum levied for the mainte-
nance of deserted children by the churchwardens.

There is no foundling-hospital in the parish. The prevalent opinion is, that children put -
to nurse with the country people are likely to be more healthy and stronger, and to become
more moral and more useful members of society than those brought up in an orphan insti
tution.

Those deserted children who are nursed by the country people ﬁenerally become labourers
or servants, and sometimes weavers. There is no apprentice fund.

It was less expensive to provide for the children by sending them to the Foundling-hos-
];_it,al when open, than by sending them to be nursed by the peasantry ; for 5. paid to the

oundling-hospital, left the parisE free from all further charges. There has been no remark
made, as to the difference of conduct in after-life between children who have been deserted
and that of others.

If deserted children are not provided for by the parish, they must have recourse to beg-
git’zlghas a means of support, when only a few years of age.

e practice of desertion has not decreased since the closing of the Foundling-hospital in
Dublin ; however, the number here is small. But it is thought that the number of bastards.
has increased latterly.

The commiltee of the mendicity affords relief to many children not coming within the
Act-of Parliament, and the parish occasionally assists some, and would wish to bave a dis-
cretionary power of relieving others by paying for their nursing, &c. at farmers’ houses, or

with the poor and well conducted relatives, under the superintendence of curates or '
overseers.
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Persons who attended the Eramination.

Mr. J. Cumyixg, farmer.—Rev. Mr. Denvir, parish priest.—-Rev. J, DuNseaTh, protestant curate.
—The Very Rev, Dean Green.—Mr. R. Hamirrow, farmer.—Mr. W. Horxixs, farmer.—
Grornce Hurcminsow, esg., 3. p.—-Dr. Moore.—Cunarres O’Hara, esq., 3. .—Mr. W. Oxn,
shopkeeper.—Mr. 8. PErny, farmer.—Surgeon Rpyvorps.—Mr. R. Rowax, farmer.—Surgeon
Tavrow.—Mr. B. Toomrsow, farmer.—Mr. J. Tuomrsow, shopkeeper.—Dr. THOMPSON.~—
Mr. J. Wurre, shopkeeper—Police, labourers, &c.

TuEeRE is scarcely any perceplible increase or decrease in the number of desertions. The
average number for each of the three last years is three. The number at present in the
arish is four; they are supposed to he illegitimate, with the exception of two, one of
which was taken up by the parish at the age of eight years, being deserted by its parents,
and the other at the age of six years, being an orphan. No instances are known of deserted
children having perished before their discovery. It is notconsidered possible for the work-
ing classes to lay up a provision for their children, in the event of their decease before the
children would be able to earn for themselves; it is seldom attempted, from its apparent
impracticability. There are no instances known of orphans being supported by regular pri-
vate contributions or religious orders. None but children who are deserted under the age
of 12 months are supr?osed to be included in the provision made by law ; but this is not
strictly adhered to. There are no presentments obtained at the assizes; it is not necessary
to apply for them, as the parish has always assessed itself for the maintenance of children
deserted under 12 months of age.

The churchwardens always take charge of deserted children, and have them put out to
nurse, generally to women residing in the parish, who receive 5{. late Irish currency annu-
ally, levied by an assessment on lands and houses, according to their value. The children
are produced yearly at the vestry, and are occasionally visiteg by the churchwardens.

They are not supposed, in any instance, to have been neglected. The distribution of the
funds by the churchwardens gives general satisfaction. There is no foundling-hospital.
No remark has been made as to whether the children thus reared have turned out better or
worse than the children of the peasantry in general. Apprentice fees have been given occa-
sionally. A preference was given to the nursing of children in the houses of peasanuy, as
being more conducive to their health and general strength than being brought up in an
institution. It is more expensive to provide for children in a foundling-hospital than by
sending them to be nursed by the wives of peasantry. No comparative remark has been
made between the conduct in after-life of those who had been deserted when young and
other children. They very seldom beg after they are a few years of age, even when not Iilro-
vided for va the parish. No children of this parish are supported by the Protestant Orphan
Society. 1t is not supposed that taking charge of deserted children bas the effect of
increasing the number of desertions. Desertion has rather decreased, owing more to the
vigilance of the parochial anthorities in making search after the mother, than to the closing
of the Dublin Foundling-hospital.

It is considered advisable that the assessment now made for children deserted under 12
months of age only, be extended to orphans, and give support to all children who would be
obliged to solicit alms under the present system.

Persons who attended the Framination.

Huen AxpErsow, esq.—Rev. Jaues Bovrr, presbyterian minister.—Mr. R. Duxror, surgeon of
dispensary.—Rev. Huen Hawiry, presbyterian minister, —Mr. R. Huey, farmer.—Mr. S. Jonx-
sToN, farmer.—Mr. A. Macaw, surgeon and apothecary.—Mr. W. M‘MurLrex, grocer.—JanMEs
Srewarp Moore, esq., magistrate.—Rev. James Morewoop, rector of Dunluce.—Rev. Jamzes
O’Haxra, parish curate of Drumseverick.—Mr. B. Stewarp, draper.—W. R. TAYLOE, grocer.—
Mr. JamEs WaLvLacE, baker.—Several of the police, &e. &e.

. Tnere were two deserted this year, and none during the preceding three years ; the cause
18 unknown; but they are mostly thought to be illegitimate. They seldom perish before
they are discovered. None are brought up by any religious orders; and the poorer classes
do 1ot put to nurse those deserted children. The laws for providing for deserted children
are the same here as stated in the parish of Drumaul. The statute being confined to such, is
the reason of the parish supporting deserted children only. They are put out to nurse
by the churchwardens, and given to women resident in the parish, The are occasionally
brought to the churchwardens, aud at Easter to the vestry. The general limit of the expen~
diture. on each child is 57 late Irish currency. The statute mentions the fund to defra
such expense. No discontent towards the churchwardens, on this head, has ever prevailed.
There is no foundling-hospital in the parish. The children nursed by the country people
generally become labourers or farm servants. The opinion here is strong against collecting
the children in an institution. Several gentlemen stated, from experience, that the childreexé
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reared in a neighbouring charter school were much less healthy and worse conducted than
the deserted children brought up in the families of small farmers; that the expense 'was
much greater; and that a great disinclination to employ them prevailed, owing to their
being without any experience of the wants and difficulties of those in their own proper
stations. A foundling-hospital is considered more expensive than putting them to nurse
with the peasantry. It is not known whether the mortality is greater in a foundling-
hospital than among those put to nurse. It is thought that the practice of taking charge of
deserted children leads to their desertion; and therefore precautions are taken to guard
against it, and to pursue the mothers. The practice has decreased since the Dublin Found-
ling-hospital has closed. All agree that not only deserted but helpless children of every
description should be taken under the care of the parish, if the law permitted, which at
present it does not.

Persons who attended the Eramination.

Mr. Dawier Brarr, merchant.—Writrtam BuriEIGH, esq., magistrate.—Rev, Mr. CARTER, pro-
testant curate.—Mr. JorN CoAaTES, secretary to the grand jury, county Antrim.— Admiral Dawsox.
—DMr. SamoeL ErskiNe.—Rev. Mr. FLinter, independent minister.—Dr. Forsyr, physician to
the dispensary.—Rev, ArTaUR O'NEILL, parish priest.—Rev. Mr. Pavr, presbyterian minister.—
Mr. Price.—Captain Rowax, late inspector of county Antrim gaol.—Mr. GEORGE SPEAR, trea-
surer to the mendicity.—WiLLiam StewarT, esq., magistrate,—Mr. Wirtram STEWART, sur-
geon.

DeserTED children are generally supposed to be illegitimate; their support does not
come upon the parish, except when deserted under 12 months of age, and then they are
taken care of by the overseers; their maintenance is only provided, the overseers not re-
garding it as their duty to provide for their education. The greatest sum that has been
levied on the parish for the maintenance of a child is 2 s. per week, or 51/. 4 5. per annum.
There has been no change observed in the annual number of desertions ; there are four sup-
ported by the parish at present. There are very few instances of deserted children perishing
before they were discovered.

Considering the present state of labour and rates of wages, it is deemed quite impracticable
for the working classes to make provision for their children in the event of their becoming
orphans ; it is seldom attempted. There is no savings’ bank in this district. Orphans
are not supported by private confributions or by religious orders. There are no children
in this parish under the protection of the Protestant Orphan Society. There has been no
maiﬁlteuauce obtained by presentment from the assizes for either deserted children or
orphans. |

F’f{‘hese deserted who are supported by the parish are put out to nurse to women in the
parish, and are visited by the overseers; they are sufficiently provided with every thing but
education, and are brought to be viewed by the churchwardens and parishioners at the
Easter vestry. The fund is procured by statutory parochial assessment; its distribution, by
the churchwardens, and gives general satisfaction, except that no education is provided.
No children have ever been sent from this parish to a foundling-hospital.

The mental improvement of children put out to nurse with the country people is not much
attended to; still it is believed that children put out to nurse are better initiated in the
difficulties of life than those who are maintained in institutions; they are stated to be
grievously neglected in point of education. The expense of putting children out to nurse is
not so great as it is generally supposed that the expense of an institution would be. No
difference has been observed between the course in after life of those who had been deserted
in infancy and others. If not provided for by the parish, they must beg as soon as they are
able to ask alms. The taking charge of deserted children is not supposed to increase the
number of desertions, No decrease has taken place since the closing of the Foundling-
hospital in Dublin. It is considered desirable that deserted children should be provided for,
even if illegitimacy were increased by the provision.

Persons who attended the Examination.

Mr. Apaxs, coach proprietor.—Mr. Jorx Browx, merchant,—Mr. Jouy Brysow, gentleman,—
Mr. Corg, clerk of petty sessions,—Mr, CoorEr, innkeeper.— CourTNY,esq., under-agent
of Earl O’Neil—Mr. TuomMas CourTyY, boot-maker.—~Mr. JamMEs CrarG, manufacturer.—
Rev. Curok, parish priest.—Rev, Saxuer Hearvy, vicar—Mr, Henpersoy, farmer.—-
Mr. M‘Avrey, innkeeper.—Dr. M‘Krow, apothecary, &c.—Rev. Tromas Rep, seceding
minister.—Mr. Rozinsow, cotton manufacturer.~Dr. RErsow, surgeon of dispensary.—DMr.
TroMAS Swaw, grocer. g

Tre number of deserted children now in the parish list is 25. It is not known whether
they are illegitimate or not. When deserted, they are generally, almost invariably, so placed
as not to be liable to perish before discovery. Here the construction put on the only statute

is

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit



into the STATE OF THE POORER CLASSES IN IRELAND. = g5

is very wide, allowing aid to deserted children even when above three or four years old at
the time of desertion, and some orphans, in the case of cholera, were after the age of 12
months received on the parish under this statute, though contrary to this statute, but it was
not so considered by the parish. o ) )

The generality of mechanics might make a provision for their children in the event of
their be?ng left orphans, while unable to provide for themselves, but labourers could not.
There is no legal provision for mere orphans if not deserted, nor is there any private sub-
scription fund from which relief has been afforded to them. There are no religious orders
here who shelter orphans.

Those deserted children who are supported by the parish are under the superintendence
of the churchwardens, who put them out to nurse to women in the parish, and inspect
them yearly. The sum expended on sach child is limited to about the amount of the cost
of nursing, decreasing as the child becomes capable of working, at eight years old, and
ceasing at twelve. The fund is raised from the parish by assessment, and presentments
from the assizes are not found requisite. The churchwardens have never been found guilty
of peculation; nor is_there any discontent with respect to the manner in which they have
managed the fund. There is no fund for apprenticing them to trades, and they generally,
if mal%s, become labourers, and if females, go to service. They frequently become so much
endeared to their nurses that they are unwilling to let them part from them. There exists
a strong opinion in favour of their being brought up by nurses, with whom they are more
habituated with the common concerns of life, grow up more healthy, and are less liable to
be corrupted by evil associates, such as are generally collected in an institution. Many in-
stances have occurred of such children baving been adopted and provided for by their
nurses.

There is now no foundling-hospital to which deserted children may be sent. The sum
paid to the Dublin Foundling-hospital was 5/., and 30s. was paid for conveying the child
up, being in all 6Z. 10s.; whereas the present is an annual continuing charge. The conduct
oF deserted children who were nursed by countrywomen is equally as good as that of other
children, and is generally satisfactory. No comparison has been made between the mor-
tality amongst children who had been sent to the foundling-hospital and those sent out
to nurse.

The practice of desertion has not decreased since the closing of the Dublin Foundling-
ldmspit‘al. [t is not considered that maintaining deserted children has the effect of encouraging

esertion. )

The practice approved of by this parish, namely, the providing for children deserted
at the age of four years, when the law allows a provision only for those who are deserted
under the age of 12 months, warrants the conclusion that some further legislative inter-
ference is generally considered desirable.

Persons who attended the Ezamination.

Rev. N. Azexanper, presbyterian minister.—Rev. Davien Beri, protestant cuate.—Mr. Jorn
Howe, cotton manufacturer.—Mr. Jouwy M. Jomnsrow, grocer and farmer.—Rev. Wirriay
LavcuRrineE, presbyterian minister.—Mr. Winrtam M‘Nice, innkeeper and churchwarden.—
Mr. James Murnray, surgeon and apothecary.—Mr. Joruy Serrow, innkeeper and farmer.—And
several others who were visited and conversed with, by Assistant Commissioners.

Trere was only one deserted child in the parish at the time of visiting, and, with that
exception, none for the last three years. They have decreased, but the cause is unknown.
This child is supposed to be illegitimate. No children have been known to perish before
they were discovered, as before stated. Considering the rate of wages, it is scarcely possible
for the labourers to save any part of their earnings; but mechanics might. There are no
funds here arising from contributions; but when necessary, in the case of a deserted child,
a sum is assessed on the parisk, according to the Act of Parliament and the age of the
child; none are sheltered or brought up Ey any of the religious orders, nor are any sub-
scriptions made by the poorer classes for the purpose of putting such children to nurse. The
children who come under the meaning of the laws are those deserted under 12 months
old; for these a sum not exceeding 5 /. late carrency, as assessed in each year, according to
the statute; but there are no presentments obtained from the assizes for their suﬂport. The
clyurghwardens do not take charge of deserted or orphan children, except when coming
within the provisions of the statute, by which deserted children only are provided for; these
are put out to nurse by the churchwardens, and have not been known to be neglected when
sent from under the inspection of the parochial authorities. The expenditure upon each
child is limited to 5 L. Irish, annually, which is raised by parochial assessment. The church-
wardens have never been found guilty of peculation. ’l]i'iere is no foundling-hospital in the
Bﬂflsh- The children who are put to nurse with the country people generally become la-

ourers, It is not known, but it is the opinion, that the children nursed by the country
People would become more useful members of society than those brought up in an instis
tution, Formerly 5. paid all expense in sending a child to the Foundling-hospital in
Dublin; now, an anrual maintenance is provided. There has not been any remark made as
to whether the habits of those desex"cec‘J children, or other children, are better or wg}rse.
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None are supported by protestant or orphan societies. When the hospital in Dublin was
open, the number of desertions was greater. 'There is no evxdeqce as to whether any fui‘ther
interference on the part of the Legislature is considered desirable for the protection of
deserted children, or whether the general opinion of all classes favors the present system.

Persons who attended the Examination.

Jouw Brack, surgeon.—Joser CRAIG, shopkeeper.—~Rev. Hexry CummiNg, rector of Ballyclug.
—GzorcE Ducax, shopkeeper.—WiLLiam GERA¥, Esq., magistrate, and agent to the Ballymena
estate—Rev. Crark Hustox, covenanting minister.—Rev. Bervanp M‘Avry, parish priest.—
Antnur Macicy, shopkeeper.~Jony PaTrICK, surgeon.—Rev. ALExANDER PaTTERSON, pres-
byterian minister.—Jorx Ross, surgeon.—Rev. WirLrax Srtaxmorr, presbyterian minister, —
Jonw Terrer, shopkeeper,—Joux Warsow, shopkeeper.—Jonx Wirsow, farmer.—Dr. Youne,—
Together with a large number of farmers, labourers, police, &c.

For the last three years there has been no change in the average number of yearly de-
sertions. There are at present seven such supported by the parish; they are supposed to be
illegitimate. No instance is remembered in which a child perished before it was discovered.
It 1s not in the power of the working classes to provide a maintenance for their orphan
families, in the event of their death occurring before the children had arrived to manhood.
Success is improbable where a provision is attemEted against old age; much more so where
a provision is attempted for a whole family, and by an individual who does not live to an oid
age. Orphans were occasionally provided for by assessment until the last two years, when
assessment was restricted to children deserted under 12 months of age, agreeably to the
statute. Orphans have occasionally been taken up by individuals out of sympathy ; none
of the witnesses present knew of a subscription having been raised either among the richer
or poorer classes for the support of orphans. The churchwardens take charge of deserted
children, and put them out to nurse, for which purpose the most well deserving and moral
families have been selected, and generally persons residing in the parish. The Rev. Mr.
Warb observed, that deserted children always tumed out well for this reason ; they were
brought up by persons selected for their good conduct, and had uniformly been industrious,
and acquitten{v themselves well in service, to which they were put out as soon as they were of
a sufficient age. They are produced yearly at vestry, when inquiries are made concerning
their education, the care taken of them, &e.

Six pounds sterling is the greatest sum that has been assessed on the parish annually for
each child. The churchwardens have always so managed these funds as to give no reason
for complaint, There is no experience of an institution in the parish, but the general opinion
is, that children are better educated in an institution, and brought up with more cleanly
habits ; but that acquaintance with life is best learned by an education in some poor
family ; it is also thought that they would be much stronger and more healthy. Whether
it is more expensive to provide for deserted children, by putting them out to nurse or to
send them to a foundling-hospital, depends altogether on what the institution is, and how
it is managed. Where there is no legal provision for children deserted after a certain age,
they are forced to subsist on charity. A decrease has Leen observed in the number of deser-
tions since the closing of the Foundling-hospital in Dublin; it is attributed to the vigilant
investigation which is now made to discover the mother of a deserted child.

The opinion of the parish is favourable to an assessment for the maintenance of all poor
children, who have no other means of support than the alms of the charitable.

Persons who attended the Examination.

Rev. Mr. ALEXANDR, presbyterian minister.—Mr. ATKINsON, treasurer of the Mendicity.—ArcaI-
BALD Barcrie, esq.—Dr. Brair.—R. Burke, esq.—Rev. Mr. M‘Croucny, seceding minister.—
Soromox Darcus, esq., clerk of the peace.—Mr. Gancr, shopkeeper.—Rev. 8. GuyNyE, protest-
ant rector.—Dr. Kirkrarrick.—Marcorm M‘NEeiLr, esq—Rev. Mr. MoLyNEaUX, presbyterian
minister.—Rev. Mr. PorTER, presbyterian minister.—Mr, Rosinsox, farmer.—Mr. SiuMpsoN.—
Mr. SyiLey.—Mr. TursER, shopkeeper.—Rev. Mr. Warp, presbyterian minister, &c. &ec.

TuEe number of deserted children now supported by the parish is three ; their parents are
not known; and they are supposed to be illegitimate. Labourers could not provide for their
children in the event of their becoming orphans; the little probability of success discourages
the attempt. If the child be deserted under 12 months ofP g, 5/ late Irish currency each
annually is levied on the parish : this provision is found tﬁe quite sufficient. They are
put out tonurse by the churchwardens, who have the selection of the nurses, and frequently
visit them. The children are produced yearly at the vestry meeting, and inquiries are made
as to their education, morals, the care taken of them, &ec.

. Children
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Children used to be sent to the Foundling-hospital in Dublin before the closing of that
institution. The opinion of the witnesses was against such institutions ; they fegreg that' the
children would corrupt one another, and at the same time be qut unacquainted with the vicis-
situdes of life, and the exertions necessary for them to make in order to support themselves
by honest industry. The expense of providing for a child in an institution is perhaps less
than sending it out to nurse. There is no Instance known of deserted children being forced
to adopt begging as a means of support. It is not thought that maintaining deserted chil-
dren encourages the practice of desert_lon;_ and the witnesses are of opinion that‘a. power
should be given to the parish of assessing itself for the maintenance of deserted children of
more than 12 months of age. At presenta deserted child, if more than 12 months old, has

no other resource than mendicity.

Persons who attended the Ezamination.

Mr. Caarnes BLACK, farmer.—Rev. Marcus Farroow, rector.—Mr. A. Hamirron, woollen-
dmper._-WlLuAu Haveuron, esq.—Mr. D. M‘Avrrister, publican.—Mr. D. M‘ArrisTER,
woollen-draper.—DMr. James M‘Avwrey, publican.—Dr. M‘Doxarp, dispensary surgeon.—ALEx-
ANDER M‘DoNv¥ELL, esq.—Rev. Jonx M‘Kexwa, parish priest, &c. &e.

Tye number of orphans in the parish is not ascertained. The practice of deserting chil-
dren never existed here to any considerable extent, nor have any been deserted for the last
three years. It is considered that the present wages of the labouring classes would not
admit of their providing a maintenance for their children, in the event of their becoming
orphans.

Persons who attended the Ezamination.

HexpERsoN Brack, esq., magistrate.—DMr. Epwarp Borrox, treasurer of charitable society.—Rev.
R. BrIDGE, protestant curate.—WiLLiam CALDBECK, esq., sheriff county Down.—~Mr. RoBERT
M¢Cazx, one of the commissioners of charity society.—Witzranm CouLsow, esq., diaper manu-
facturer.—DMr. Samurn GamsLe, present churchwarden.—Mr. Jomy GirLisurw, grocer and
huckster.—Rev. A. Hexpersow, presbyterian minister.—Epwarp JourxsToy, esq., magistrate.—
Wirriam MowTeomery, farmer, Ballinderry.—Jony Mooxzy, publican and farmer.—Mr. Fraxcrs
O'Franerry, clerk of petty sessions.—Mr. Jonxy Rrap, late churchwarden.—Rev. H. Smirx,
roman-catholic clergyman.—The very Rev. James Sranwus, dean of Ross.—Mr. James Warp,
secretary to charitable society.—TrHomMas WirHERED, surgeon and apothecary.—With many
others in conversation.

Ar the time of visiting there were 16 deserted children on the parish altogether supported,
and about six cthers who received partial relief from the Charitable Society; the average
number remaining charged on the parish in each of the three last years was 19. The num-
bers are supposed to have decreased ; a nightly watch having been lately established is pro-
bably the cause. These children are mostly illegitimate, and have been deserted to get rid
of discovery, or the burthen of supporting them. ‘

_ Considering the present wages of the working classes, parents might provide for children
in the event of their becoming orphans ; some do so, but intemperance chiefly, combined with
other mismanagement, prevents them so doing.

The law allows an assessment on the parish of 5 each for deserted children, and hitherto
no difficulty has arisen here in this respect. There are no such children sheltered or brought
up by any religious orders; nor do the poorer classes subscribe to put those children to
narse who are deserted in the parish.

The children who come within the Act of Parliament are those whose parents have de-
serted them, or have died while they were under the age of 12 months; but the church-
wardens here take care of all orphans under 12 years of age.

There are no presentments obtained here from the assizes for the maintenance of deserted
and orphan children; but the churchwardens take care of them in the cases above men-
tioned, b{}_whdm they are put out to nurse with the women of the parish and of good cha-
racter. No cases of neglect have occurred.

There are inspectors appointed by the parochial authorities. The expenditure upon each
child is limited to about 5/ late Irish currency, annually. The fund from which the church-
wardens draw for the maintenance is raised by assessment under the Act of Parliament; and
there has been noreason to find fault with the distribution of this fund by the churchwardens,
nor has there been any instance of peculation.

There is no foundling-hospital in the parish, The children nursed by the country people
are generally apprenticed without fee. '?hare is no difference observed as to the morals, &e.
of the children reared in the country and those brought up in the Charitable Society’s Insti-
.‘tutmn, both being carefully educated; and there is no difference made by the managerstohf
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the institution in question between infants whose parents are dead and those whose parents
are not known.

The children in the Charitable Society’s house are well attended to,and are equal to those
put to nurse amongst the peasantry. ) )

In providing for deserted children, the expense is the same on the plan stated, by putting
them to nurse with the peasantry, and that of providing for them in the house of the Cha-
ritable Society. o

The habits in after life of those who were deserted in childhood and those of other children
are the same, as the education is similar.

There has not been observed any greater mortality amongst those who were formerly sent
to a foundling-hospital than those sent to nurse. The practice of deserting children since
the closing of the Foundling-hospital in Dublin has decreased ten to one. As to whether
future legislative influence 1s generally considered desirable for the protection of deserted
children, we are of opinion, the Taw would be improved if some provision could be made for
orphans generally, and a more 'beneficial and extensive one for the deserted children, and
not confining the relief, as at present, to those exposed under 12 months old.

Persons who attended the Examination.

Dr. Boyp.—Rev. Mr. CrEeery, rector.—Mr. Wizriam Hirr, shopkeeper.—Dr. Kxox.—Rev.
Samuer LyLe, presbyterian minister.—Mr. Samuer M‘ArrisTer, shopkeeper.—CraARrizs
M‘GILDOWNEY, €sq., J. P.—ALEXANDER M‘NEILY, J. P.—ALEXANDER MILLER, esq.—Dr. O’'NEIL.
—Mr. GEoRGE SanpsoN, farmer.

THERE were not, at the time of visiting, any deserted children in the parish ; two had been
deserted within the last three years, but the parish had got rid of both by a voluntary assign-
ment of 10l. each, paid to a person who has promised to bring them up for that sum.
Deserted children are supposed to be generally illegitimate ; they have never been known to
perish before they were discovered. The working class could not possibly provide for their
orphans, it is therefore never attempted. Children under 12 months of age alone are
admitted to come under the statute; one of those, however, mentioned above was four years
old ; for this case, in fact, the whole assessment and mode of provision was contrary to the
statute, The children have never been visited by the parochial authorities or produced at
vestry, nor has any inquiry been ever made about them. There has been no experience as
to the comparative benefits of an institation. The closing of the Dublin Foundling-hospital
has not been observed to make any change in the number of deserted children. A provision
for the impotent is thought to be particularly desirable, inasmuch as it involves no fear of
any eTildco;sequeuces. In this the maintenance of deserted children of all ages, orphans, &ec.,
is mcluded.

Persons who atiended the Examination.

TroyAs BRINNIE, esq., magistrate—Rev. Wrrriam Dicksow, rector.—Mr. Roserr ELpew,
schoolmaster.—Mr. RoBerT GREEN, farmer.—Rev. Mr. Hadivrow, presbyterian minister.—
Parrick Henny, farmer and shopkeeper.—Pavr Hexwy, farmer and shopkeeper.—~Epwarp
Kzivy, farmer and shopkeeper.—Micmarr, Kerry, farmer and shopkeeper.—Joun M‘CuirocH,
farmer and shopkeeper.— Joaxw M¢Kiniey, farmer and shopkeeper.—Rev. P. M‘MuLiex, parish
priest.—Mr, Joux M. Warers, late churchwarden.—Jomx Scorr, farmer and shopkeeper.—Mr,
JanEs SuyTs, farmer. —Rev. Mr. WaLLace, presbyterian minister.

At present there are no deserted children supported by the parish. The number of
deserted children, on an average of three years, within the parish, is three. Mothers prefer
nursing and supporting their own children. An instance was stated of an illegitimate child
having been deserted by its mother, and put to nurse in the neighbourhood by the church-
wardens, at the wages of 1L per annum ; it was shortly after taken away by its mother, who
has gone to reside or beg elsewhere. Deserted children very seldom perish before they are
discovered. -

The opinion among the witnesses was, that many of the small farmers were in a worse
condition than the la%ourers; and some seemed to think that the labourers might make
more exertions to lay up a provision for their families, after their own death, than they do.
There are no private subseription funds raised among either the rich or poor for the support
of orphans; nor are there any brought up by religious orders.

The statute is strictly construed here, as also in most other places, by confining the parish
reliefto children deserted under the age of 12 months; but the statute was inone caseoforphans,
by consent, supposed to allow a provision for them, though not deserted under 12 months of
age; and a sum of 10/ was voted for each of them, by way of two years’ maintenance.
Those few who have been deserted in the parish have been put out to nurse in this .parish,
and visited by the parochial authorities. - o
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The sum granted for the support of each child has not exceeded 4 /. yearly, except in the
case of the two orphans.

The churchwardens give general satisfaction in the disposal of the funds entrusted to their
management. There is no foundling-hospital now to which deserted children may be sent.
There is no experience in this parish as to how children brought up in institutions turn out
in after-life ; those nursed by the country people generally become labourers or weavers. It
is not known whether the expense of sending them to a foundling-hospital would be greater
or less than that of putting them out to nurse.

No difference has been remarked between the general conduct, when arrived at manhood,
of those who had been deserted in childhood, and other persons.

Children deserted after 12 months of age are not taken care of by the parish, and are
obliged to beg. The Protestant Orphan Society does not take charge of any children in

is parish.
tl:uls"tlzs generally thought that maintaining deserted children gives encouragement to the
system, and has ths effect of increasing the number of desertions. Desertion has greatly
decreased since the Foundling-hospital was clsoed.

The witnesses are all averse to the enactment of any new laws relating to the provision

for deserted children.

Persons who attended the Examination.

Rev. Ross Jeps, rector.—Mr. Georce Havoaraw.—Mr. Haxwxa, clerk to Senesehal of the manor.
—D. MéAvray.—Rev. Groree M‘CaveuLEY, presbyterian minister,—Mr. James M¢‘Faur,
grocer.—Mr. WrLriam ManTix, farmer.—Rev. ALEXANDER MONTGOMERY, presbyterian minister,
—Captain SERVANTE, R N.—Rev. Mr. Youxg, parish priest, &e. &c.

TrerE is but one deserted child on the parish at present. There has been Qn]{ one de-
serted for the last seven years. A working man, however, is now supporting a child, which
was at first put out to his wife to nurse, and payment promised. No payment has been
made, but the man has become attached to the child, and treats it altogether as if it were
his own. Itis considered to be impracticable for labourers to lay by so much from their
earnings as to secure a provision for their children, if they should become orphans before
they were sufficiently grown, to earn a support for themselves ; the possibility of success
is too small to become an incentive to them to make the attempt. Voluntary contributions
have been made in the parish for the support of orphans, but this has rarely occurred,
A child is not esteemed to be included in the provision of the Act, unless it be deserted
under 12 months of age; for the one deserted child that has fallen on the parish, 417. are
annually assessed. The churchwardens took charge of the child and put it out to nurse in
the parish ; it is produced yearly at the vestry, when all circumstances regarding its main-
tenance and education for the past year are mnquired into. It is thought that a well regu-
lated institution would be a cheaper and prefergble place of education and maintenance for
deserted children, to the house o? a poor individual who has to struggle with difficulties
and pays little or no attention to the moral improvement of his own children, and probably
would Fay much less to that of a strange child. The condition of the labourer, and gene-
rally of the working classes is so precarious, that mortality is great among their children
from the age of one to that of nine years, and it is not considered that the health of a
strange child is likely to be so much regarded by a woman taking them to nurse as that of
her own offspring,

The charter schools are the chief institutions that have been established in Ireland for the
support and education of such children as conld not otherwise be reared ; and no inference
can possibly be drawn from them, as to the general conduct, &c. in after-life of those who
were brought up in them, as these were places of patronage rather than public utility. An
Institution under the management of the parish, 1t is thought, would have proper superin-
tendents provided and of a fit sphere of Yife. The charter schools were placed under the
care of persons taken from the better orders in life, for whom a competent maintenance
was sought, rather than the furtherance of the public ends of the institution.

. Itis not thought that providing for deserted children causes a greater number of deser-
tions than there would otherwise be. Since the closing of the Foundling-hospital, a decrease
in the number of deserted children has taken place, principally from the investigations that
are now made to discover the mother of a deserted cgiid. Formerly no inquiry was made,
now, a mother is afraid to expose her child, as detection almost always follows.

The general opinion is, that every parish ought to have a workhouse, and in this poor
orphans ought to be supported and educated.

0.5. ¥ 4

Aprendix (A.)

DEsenTED AND
OnrpHAN
CuIiLpREeN.
Ulster,
County Antrim.

Examinations taken by
C. W. Borrett, Esq.
James Peebles, Esq.

Parish Resharkin,
Bar. Kilconway.

Parishes of Tick-
macracen and Tem-
pleoughter, contain-

ing Town of
Glenarns.
Bar. Glenarns.
e ——————

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit



Appendix (A.)

DESERTED AND
OnrpPHAN
CHILDREN.

—

Ulster,
County Donegal.

—

Examinations teken by
P. F. Juhnstone, Esq.
J. R. Banry, Esq.

Parish Clonderhor-
key, including town
of Dunfanaghy.
Bar. Kilmacrenan.

Parish Clonleigh or
Lifford.
Bar. Raphoe.

40 APPENDIX #o0 FIRST REPORT from the COMMISSIONERS for inquiring

Persons who attended the Fxamination.

Rev. WiLLiam BaTTerssy, protestant curate.—Mr. J. BoyLe, 2 small farmer.— Mr. Joux Bunns,
farmer and whitesmith.—Mr. Epwanp Cair, farmer and innkeeper.—Mr. SayueL Dinivone,
farmer.—Mr.. Ricnamp Donenty, shopkeeper.—Mr. Epwarp GALLAGHER, farmer.—Mr.
Tuoxas Harreer, farmer.—Lieutenant HarriveTox, royal navy.~—Winnrax Hocax, labourer.—
Mr. Jomux Irwiw, farmer.—DMr. Curistoruer Kive, farmer.—Mr. Davio M‘Ervory, petty
sessions clerk, and agent to the Ard's estate.—Rev. Josera MagEr, parish priest.—Fraxcrs,
Macurty, labourer.—Rev. Samurr Manarry, retired clergyman of the established church.—
Mr., Wirrran Mirenzrr, farmer and enumerator of the parish.—DMr. Wirriam Morrrrr, farmer.—
Mr.Huen O'DoxxeLy, farmer and grocer.—DaxteL O’ DoNNELL, labourer.—Janes Ravxiv, a. p.,
surgeon of dispensary.—Rev. Davip Rerp, presbyterian minister.—Mur. BEr¥arp Robex, farmer.
—Lieutenant StepneNs, . N., chief officer of coast-guard.—Rev. CHARLES STEWART, rector.—
Mr. GeorGE STEWART, farmer.—\WILLIAM STEWART, €sq., J. P., Hornhead.—Mr. Jonxy Wirkin-
sox, farmer.

THERE are no deserted children in the parish at present; and the latest instance remem-
bered was 15 years ago.

As to the expediency of any further legislative interference for the protection of deserted
children, William Stuart, 3. ., says, “ No case having, for a long time, occurred in the
parish, it has not been subject of consideration; but we have very sharply looked out, and
we make it generally known that no provision will be made for deserted children from the
parish without a very rigorous scrutiny ; and the consequence is, that we have not suffered.
from the burden, and there has been no case of infanticide.”

Persons who attended the Examination.

Mr. Invix Arkey, churchwarden.—Mr. Davier Bovie, farmer.—DMr. Huge Brapy, late church-
warden.—Rev. WiLLiax BrowyE, roman-catholic curate.—Rev. E. M. Crerxs, curate, and
inspector of Lifford gaol.—Mr. Axprew Crerke, of Porthall, a gentleman farmer.—Rev. Jonx
CROCKET, protestant clergyman, resident in an adjacent parish.—Mr. Jouy Gnerr, m.D., dispen-
sary physician, Lifford.—Rev. Janzes HousTox, presbyterian minister. —Captain Humruney, 7. r.
—Rev. WirLiam Kxox, rector of Clonleigh.—DMr. W. MfCrinTocn SPENCER, secretary to grand
jury of county Donegal.—Rev. Artnur M‘Huew, parish priest.— Mr. Janes MAnarry, a farmer.
—DMr. Parnick Scawraw, farmer and vintner.—Mr, Josepn Suarkey, late churchwarden, a
carpenter. -

Tunere have been only two children deserted in the Earish for the last five vears; they
are now supported by it. Foundlings are supposed to be illegitimate. Within the perioct
above referred to, there have been four instances of children found dead, under very suspici-
ous circumstances. Parents of the working classes could not possibly provide for their
children in the event of their becoming orphans ; it is therefore never attempted. There are
no religious orders or communities by whom, in cases of desertion, children would be brought
up, neither do the poorer classes subscribe. for them ; on the contrary, they are most unwil-
ling to contribute for the support of foundlings, and the cess was, when the Commissioners
were there, still uncollected. Foundlings are brought, by persons near whose places the
are picked up, to the churchwardens, who provide nurses; and if the parish at vestry fails
or refuses to applot the expense, the grand jury at the next assizes, on the application of the
clergyman, makes an order for the payment of 5/ Irish. The churchwarden invariably
takes charge of the children. The parish are not compelled by law, and therefore do not
provide for orphans. The nurses chosen are women resident in the parish; and the childrenx
are taken very good care of. The clergyman and churchwardens attend to them. The
maximum of expenditure on each is 57 Irish. No complaints have been made of the distri-
bution of the money, Thereis no foundling-hospital. The children are generally, whenr
they reach the age of 13 or 14, bound out as farm servants. They have always been observed
to be better conducted than those who came from the Dublin Foundlin -hospital, and appear
more healthy and stronger. The Rev. Mr. Clerke, however, observed, that he had never
known one of them turn out as well as if he had been legitimate. The Protestant Orphan
Society does not support any of them. The practice of taking charge of deserted children
has not been observed to lead to their desertion. The number has decreased since the
closing of the Foundling-hospital, 14 having been once supported by this parish. The
general opinion was, that any nstitution for maintaining deserted children wou{)d operate as
a premium of encouragement to their desertion; but the Rev. Mr. Clerke greatly regretted
the closiug of the Du%lin Foundling-hospital ; and Captain Humphries concurred with him
in thinking that cases of infanticide were much to be feared, in consequence of it,
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Persons who attended the Ezamination.

Jonx Bovyp, esq., K.C, and treasurer of county Donegal, 5. p.—~JanEs CocHraNE, esq., clerk of the
peace, county Donegal.—Jonw DB‘-\F%NNY, a working mason.—Many Dzvszfm-, his daughter.—
Mr. Wizrtanm Fisuer, wine and spirit merchant.—Hanwan Garracuer, widow, a poor house-
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keeper.—Rev. Mr. GamsLe, dissenting minister.—Rev. Mr. GuirLy, roman-catholic curate of Examinations taken by

Letterkenny.—SanvEL Hawy, painter and churchwarden.—Krrry Hacawrny, widow, a poor
beggarwoman.—Mr. Rosent HuxteR, farmer.—Rev, Mr. Lytir, dissenting minister.—Right
Rev. Dr. M‘GirricaN, roman-catholic bishop.—Rev. Mr. Nowraw, protestant curate of Letter-
kenny.—Susax M‘La¥renty, a blind beggarwoman.—Frawcis MANSFIELD, esq., of Castlerea, 5.2,
—Mr. Arexaxper Muwxw, shopkeeper.—Mr. Tuomas PartersonN, merchant.—Mr. Rosert
Rawmsay, farmer.—Jonx Boyp, esq, x.c., and treasurer of county Donegal, . .—Rev. Mr.
SpraTT, presbyterian minister.— A LEXANDER Ronert STEWART, €sq., of Ards, 7. p.—Jonx Stow-
ART, esq., of Rock Hill, 5. ».—GEoRrGE STRAI¥, an old mendicant.—Wirrian Wray, esq,, of the
Park, 5. .

Tuene have been but three deserted children here within the last two years, all of whom
are now supported by the parish; they are certainly illegitimate, and have been deserted by
their mothers with a view, as is believed, to secure for them a maintenance. There have
been three cases of children being found dead under very suspicious circumstances. Two of
these cases were traced by Dr. Tobin, who used to be employed by the parish for the pur-
pose, and who proved a very great check on such acts.

Whenever a deserted child is found it is brought to the churchwardens, and on affidavit
made by the person who brings it of ignorance who the parents are, the child is sent to nurse,
and 3/. per annum levied at vestry for its support. The churchwardens invariably take
charge of deserted children, when brought to them under the above circumstances.

The law warrants the providing for deserted children only; they are put out to nurse by
the overseers of the parislh.

Mr. Samuel Hall says they are sometimes left with the persons who have found them ; it
is 50 in two of the present cases; but when they reach the age of three or four years, it would
be his wish to have them taken away, in order to have them educated by proper persons,
because they are with persons who care nothing about their education. The churchwardens
formerly drew fromn the parish assessment 5.. for the maintenance of each deserted child; it
is now, however, only 3., it being impossible to levy the cess. I bhave been advancing my
own money. I have now 50 warrants for several sums, varying from 13d. to 1s. Even
coffins they will not pay for; and we have been obliged to provide them by local voluntary
contributions. This hostility is not confined to any sect or creed. It has cost 20l in one
year to send foundlings to Dublin when the hospital was open ; but the practice of exposing
them has certainly decreased since the closing of that institution; as there is much more
vigilance on the part of the parish, for the people cannot afford these expenses, and every
man is therefore a guardian for the parish.

The Rey. Mr. Nowlan, protestant curate of Letterkenny, states that no bad effects have
been experienced by the closing of the Foundling-hospital. A difficulty is experienced in
raising the funds for the maintenance of deserted children ; but if the present law were
enforced, it is quite suflicient,

Persons who attended the Examination.

Jonx Barro, clerk of the petty sessions.—Tuonas Brooxs, esq., Lough Esk, high sheriff of the
county.— Caruerine Canorin.—Frawcis CLanx, painter.—Mr. Drriox, innkeeper.—Mr. A.
Drver, postmaster,—Rev. Jonw Eruisow, rector of Killimard.—Rev. Ricnarp Homax, rector
—M. W. Love, farmer—Jaues M‘Crarky, labourer.—M. M‘Conrscanax, grocer.—Parrick
M‘Dianmip, eottier.— AxtHony MDoNNELL, esq.—Mr. W. M‘Doxacu, merchant.—Rev Mr.
M‘Harrerty, roman-catholic clergyman.—Axxe Macuire.—Mr, W. Maxrry, shopkeeper.—
Parrick MuLuiys, labourer.—Dr. MuLRENY, dispensary surgeon.—JouN SmeEmnaw, labourer.—
Dr. Swax, dispensary surgeon of Nount Charles.—M. Tarr, farmer.—Rev. J. Tuompsox, parish
minister.,—And others, mendicants.

Tre Rev. Mr. Homan stated that they had at present no foundlings supported by the
parish, but that last year a tradesman, who had resided some time in Donegal (a stranger),
went away, leaving a boy, four years old, behind him; that he made application to the last
assizes, and got a presentment of 5 L Irish passed to remunerate the people who are taking
care of the child, and he was not without hopes that the parents might return for him. No
case was ever known, in the recollection of the oldest person, of any deserted children having
perished before they were discovered. It was Patrick Doherty’s opinion (a labourer), that
f‘he workmg_classes could never provide for their children in case they were left orphans;

Many an’industrious labourer,” said he, * has tried to do so, but a bad day has come,
stress has arisen, and the trifling saving has always gone.”

As to the mode of collecting the necessary funds for the maintenance of deserted children,
the Rev. Mr. Homan remarkeﬁ, that owing to the unwillingness which has generally appeared
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throughout the parish to contribute to the support of foundlings (a cess which the people
think is in some degree connected with church cess), it would be better collected as a part
of the barony cess, on a presentment made to the judge of assize, which has been the mode
adopted in two places in this county. The poorer classes do not regularly take charge of
deserted children; * but,” said Doherty, * they would do anything that was kind, if they
had the means,” Children who are found exposed are taken up and sent to a nurse in the

arish as soon as possible : the churchwarden would take care of them if any cases were to
Eappen ; and the clergymen, as well as churchwarden, would feel it their duty to superintend
the care of such children. The expenditure never exceeds 52 upon each child. There is no
foundling-hospital whatever in the parish.

Persons who attended the Examination.

Samurr Bery, farmer.—Tmomas BoLprick, churchwarden, tanner.—Josern CocHRANE, shopkeeper
and churchwarden.—Janmes Coorvy, spirit merchant, Bandanna.—Captain Darrey, J. P, Bun-
¢rana.—JerEMIaE Deviiy, farmer and merchant tailor, Buncrana.—The Rev. Donerry,
roman-catholic clergyman of Clonmany parish.—The Rev. —— DoHERTY, roman-catholic cler-
gyman of Fahan.—Cox Dosmcrry, farmer, and collector of county cess.—Patrick DomEerry,
county cess collector, shopkeeper, Buncrana.—Parrick Domerry, Long Barrack, farmer.—
Mr. Micuazrn DonErtY, rent agent, Glen-house.—Doctor Evans, surgeon of the dispensary.—
Parrick Farmer, grocer, Buncrana.—The Rev. Wrnriam Hawksmaw, rector of Upper Fahan.
—Parrick Kern, innkeeper, Bandanna.—The Rev. Mr. Kerry, roman-catholic clergyman of
Dysertegny parish.—Jouy LavcaREY, farmer.—Mr. M‘Douerty, rent agent, Glen-house.-
Wiriran M‘Grata, farmer.—The Rev. Enwarp MacIny, roman-catholic priest.—Crarres Nor-
MAN, €5q., J. P, Fahan. —Coxstanting O'DonvEeLL, clerk of petty sessions.—Dominick O’Dow-
weLL, Cock-hill, farmer.—Patrick O’DoxxEery, shopkeeper and farmer, Buncrana.—The Rev,
WirLiay O'DonNELL, parish priest of Clonmany parish.—The Rev. Hamirron STEWART, rector
of Lower Fahan.—Several other farmers and traders appeared at the meeting of the Assistant
Commissioners.

Tue Rev. Mr. Stewart says, there are no deserted children supported by the parish at
present, and that their numbers have decreased since the closing of the Foundling-hospital in
Dublin.

The Rev. Mr. Maginn says, that there are two deserted children who are not supported
by the public; one of them receives its subsistence by going from house to house, the other
is supported by a collection made at the catholic chapel. Mr, Cochrane, churchwarden,
says, that instances of the children being found dead are of very rare occurrence; only
three such within the last three years, and it is impossible to say whether they were deserted
or not.

He also says, that a labourer, if he have more than one or two children, cannot make any
provision for them, in the event of their becoming orphans, at the present rate of wages.

The same individual states, that the churchwarden of the parish would consider it his duty
to superintend the spiritual and temporal welfare of deserted children,

There 1s no foundling-hospital for the reception of deserted children in this part of the
country ; and since the closing of the Foundling-hospital in Dublin, the parishioners have
become much more vigilant and careful than they formerly were.

The present law relating to deserted children is decidedly preferred to any further legisla-
tive interference. The evils which have resulted from too much legislation in England on
the subject lead the people to dread any further enactments.

Persons who attended the Examination.

CrarLes BorLz, farmer.—The Rev. Danier Coyie, roman-catholic clergyman, Inniskeel.—The
Rev. Dasier Earwpy, parish priest, Inniskeel. —ANTHONY GALLAGHER, farmer.—Mr. ALEXANDER
Hiry, farmer.—Daxier M‘Diverr, clerk of the petty sessions.—Parrick M‘Swing, farmer.—
RoeerT RUssELL, esq., agent to Lord Conyngham.

Tae Rev. Mr. Early said that there were no deserted children in that district; in fact,
within his recollection, which extended back to many years, no such event had taken place.*
Hill stated, that if the labourers could secure regular employment at the rate of 84. a day,

he thought they might be able to make some provision for their children, if their family was
not large, in the event of their being left orphans.

* It would naturally be inferred from the fact of there not having been a deserted child, or a case of

infanticide in the parish within the memory of any oneia it, that there was no occasion for any further
legislative interference on this subject.
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Persons who attended the Evamination.

Mr. W. Aruineuam, merchant.—Mr. Barriry, attorney, Dublin.—Mr. WiLriam Berr, publican.
—Doctor Crawrorp, surgeon of the dispensary.—S. CrawrorD, esq., attorney.—The Rev.
Jorx Cumaans, parish priest of Kilbarron.—DM. Davis, esq., 5. P.—Rev. Jonx Duwpar, curate
of Innismacsaint.—WirLrLiam Enskive, merchant—Captain Cumanies Fercusson, J. p—
Parrick GonmiciLe, a small farmer.—The Rev. Georce Grivrira, curate of Kilbarron.—Mr.
Irwixw, clerk of the petly sessions, and collector and sccretary of the Ballyshannon Mendicity.—
Rev. D. Kerry, roman-catholic curate, Kilbarron.—Mr. P. KeLry, brewer.—Mr. J. KErR1s0N,
Bundoran, innkeeper and farmer.—Reyv, Fraxcrs M<Donyzry, pavish priest, Innismacsaint.—
Mr. J. M‘Gowax, merchant.—Mr. Jonx M‘Gowax, bangbeggar to the Mendicity of Innishannon.
—Mr. J. Moriartny, publican.—Rev. Mr. Ramsay, roman-catholic curate, Xilbarron.—Nr.
Jomn Scorr, stamp distributor.—Doctor J. Smerr.—Simox Smerr, esq. Wardtown.—The Rev.
G. Nzspir TrepewNIck, rector of Kilbarron. .

Tuzre are four foundlings at present supported by the parish, and one lately died; the
average has been about four a_year. It has been observed, that the number has rather
increased since the closing the Foundling-hospital.

All those at present in the parish are supposed to be illegitimate. There is no reason to
believe that such class of children often perish from neglect. When the uncertainty of
employment is considered, it may safely be said that it is quite impossible for a lalourer
to do anything more than barely to exist. Consequently, he never can make any pro-
vision for his children.

The construction put upon the laws for deserted children is, that those only can be con-
sidered such who have been found deserted under the age of one year, and whose parents
are not known and cannot be discovered. When the parish refuses to raise a fund for the
maintenance of these children, it is obtained, on the application of the clergyman, by the
order of the judge of assize, and is raised with the county cess. There is no power to give
parochial support to any deserted children, except to infants under a year old, neither of
whose parents is known. There are at Ballyshannon at present two children, Hugh and
Patrick Fergusson, living with an old woman called Susan Brown ; this woman, who is no
relation to them, keeps those children as a source of profit: they are very fine interesting
boys, about four and six years old, and pick up a good deal of money, which she generally
gets. She has been offered to have them taken off her hands, but has refused.

There is no legal authority for taking charge of any children but the one class, (i. ¢.)
deserted children.

They are put out to nurse by the churchwardens invariably to women residing in the
parish, and have generally been extremely well attended to. yi‘he churchwardens see the
children quarterly, before they pay for nursing.

Four pounds annually is the limit to the expenditure on each, and it is assessed at vestry,
under 7th and 8th of Geo. 4. The churchwardens have no power of misap ropriatinﬁ‘the
funds. There is no foundling-hospital whatsoever to which the children can be sent. They
generally continue to live Wlt%l the family by which they have been reared, or become farm
servants ; they are extremely well taken care of, and grow up as healthily as the children
of the peasantry themselves. The expense in no case exceeds 4/. a year, which is con-
sidevably less than the cost of support formerly. Itis generally believed that the persons
by whom these children are nursed become attached to them, and that finally they become
as it were members of the family, and continue to share their fate without any distinetion.

There is no such institution known as a protestant orphan house in this country. The
Rev. Mr. Tredennick observed, that he very much feared that there were more cases of in-
fanticide than generally supposed, and, in that view of the question, thought it was to be
regretted that there should exist no such resource as the foundling-hospital to prevent so
horrible a crime; but there can be no doubt, on the other hand, that such an institution
furnishes facilities that may be considered calculated to increase immoral habits.

Persons who attended the Examination.

Doctor Axprews, Killybegs.-—Mr. T. Brooan, farmer, Killybegs.—Mr. R. Corscappax, farmer.
—Nicnoras M‘DovaGH, esq., chief constable of police.—Rev. Mr. Drunmonp, parish priest
of Killybegs and Killaghtee.—Mr. A. Grauanm, churchwarden, Killybegs.—Mr. A. HaMiurox,
farmer.—Joux Jomwson, labourer.—AxprEw Lyows, labourer, Killybegs.—Nr. Owex
M‘Crooxy, foreman and bailif on Mr. Wm. Murray’s estate.—Mr. W. M‘Exrirs, baker.—
Mr. J. M‘Lavenvrw, farmer, Killybegs.—Mr. R. M‘MuLLEN, shoemaker.—Mr. J. MAGRATH,
farmer.—Mr. Huem M‘Briasty, farmer.—Mr. A. Maczr, churchwarden, Killybegs.—Mr. P.
Mvurranwy, bailiff on Mr. Murray’s estate, Killybegs.—Mr. E. Murnrix, publican.—Rev. G.
Stewarm, rector of Killybegs.— Rev. Crantes Watsa, curate of Killaghtee.—DMr. J. Wazson,
farmer, Largysallagh.

TuERE were no deserted children or orphans in the parish, neither had there beeu any
for the last three years. The three reverend gentlemen present also agreed that for 13
0.5. G2 years
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Deserrep AND  years there had been no case known of a foundling in that parish, so that the want of any

OnrpHAN
CHILDREN.

Ulster,
County Donegal.
Examinutions taken by
P, F. Johnston, Esq.

J. R, Barry, Esq.

Parish DMoville,
Upper and Lower.

Bar. Ennishowen.

Parish Stranorior,
including Towns of
Stranorlar and
Ballylophay.
Bar. Raphoe.

institution for them had not been experienced, nor could any conclusion be drawn from
the discontinuance of the Foundling-hospital in Dublin, but the general opinion scemed to
be, that while that system existed, it encouraged the desertion of children in other places,
though not in that parish.

Persans who altended the Ezamination.

Rev. Davip Basrxatow, curate of Lower Moville.—Mr. Jony Bare, innkeeper and farmer.—
James CaMPBELL, esq., gentleman farmer.—Dr. Saxuer CARMICHAEL, an extensive farmer.—
Mr. Joux Eakix, farmer.—Rev. CiuarLEs GALWEY, rector of Lower Moville.—Joux IrwiNE, esq.,
AL, D., surgeon of Moville dispensary.—Mr. Epwarp Larkey, shopkeeper and farmer.—Huen
LyLE, esq., J. P., treasurer of county Londonderry.—Mr, M‘Antuun, Castle Carey, agent to Sir
A. Chichester, baronet.-~Rev. Wirriax M‘Carrenry, parish priest of Upper and Lower Moville.
—Mr. Jorx M¢Drvirr, shopkeeper and farmer.—Rev.—— M‘Doxac11, roman-catholic curate of
Upper and Lower Moville—Rev. Simox M‘Lekr, roman-catholic curate of Upper and Lower
Moville.—Rev. STewarT Marxs, curate of Upper Moville.—Mr. Neiz O'Donerty, shopkeeper
and farmer, Moville.—Mr. Hunsox Revvovrps, farmer.—Rev, Jonx Srtaries, rector of Upper
Moville, 7. ».

Tuere is but one foundling in both parishes. The Rev. Mr. M‘Donagh states, that for
five years there has not been a second instance; and the Rev. Mr. Marks, not for eight or
ten years. In the case alluded to, the parish refused to contribute for its support, and an
appeal was made to the judge for a presentment, which was granted, There is no foundling-
hospital in the parish, but the child above-mentioned is well attended to; its support costs
5 1. Irish per annum.

Persons who attended the Eramination

AxDREW Arpex, farmer.—James ARMSTRONG, farmer.—Jomy BarTew, shopkeeper.—JonN
CoCHRAY, esq., J. P., Edinmore.—Mr.Cocrrax, gentleman, elder of the presbyterian congregation.
—Itont. Corcappix, farmer —Dr. Davis, surgeon, dispensary of Stranorlar.——Rev. Mr. DERinvey,
roman-catholic curate of Stranorlar.—Rev. Mr. Dongrty, parish priest, Stranorlar.—D. Donznty,
farmer.—Wu. FENWICK, esq., J. P., Raphoe.—Mr. Rorerr FrErcHER, farmer.-~Mr. GruEr, inn-
keeper and churchwarden.—Mr, Guxy1ve, sen.—Mr. Gux~ixg, jun. shopkeeper, Stranorlar.—
Mr. James Hovues, farmer.— James Jonxsroy, esq., 5. 2.—JorN Kraw, farmer.—Epwarp Krax,
farmer.—Mr. RosertT Kirpatrick, farmer, Longhill. —Daxrer Lywcn, shopkeeper.—Mr. E.
M<Louvcunrry, farmer.—Mr, M<MixryiN, shopkeeper, Stranorlar.—Ravpu M‘Kr~izy, farmer.—
Troyas Macrir, shopkeeper.—RoperT Rorrestow, shopkeeper.—Mr. Sairtu, farmer.—Mr.
SexeR, gentleman farmer, Knockgannon. —Mr. SPENCER, farmer, Mullindrait.—Rev. J. SteEL, pres-
byterian minister, Stranorlar.— H. STEWART, jun. Trycallon.—Apam Tarr, farmer.—Mr. Wirriam
WarkeR, gentleman farmer, Kilcordan.—Mr. W. Warker, land-agent, Drumboe.—Conmack
and Haxvan Warp, two old beggars.

THERE is but one deserted child supported by the parish at present ; the average number
for the last two years has been two. 'l‘he ractice of exposing children is certainly on the
decrease, owing to the closing of the Foundling-hospital and the increased vigilance. It is
believed that none but illegitimate children are exposed ; there is no instance of a deserted
child having perished before discovered. It is nearly out of the question at present for a
labourer to thimk of making any provision for his children in the event of their becomin.
orphans. Mr. Stewart knew a farm-labourer in his employment, however, who on 10d.
a day has saved money, though he contributes to the support of a mother and sister. No
cases of private contributions known. The bishop of Raphoe was universally benevolent.
The poorer classes do not subscribe for the support of deserted children. All foundlings
whose parents cannot be discovered ave taken to the overseer of the parish, whose duty is to
take charge and provide nurses for them; but since the vestry cess has been abolished,
recourse has been had o the judge of assize, and this charge is amalcamated with the
county cess. The sum allowed by the county for the purpose is 5 /. only. en the Found-
ling-hospital was open the expense was generally much more than a year’s allowance. There
is only one case here of a person who was deserted in childhood of whose character any
opinion can be formed, and itis very bad. No instance of the mode of life of those not
Erovided for came under observation. The practice of taking charge of deserted children
as decidedly led to their desertion; cases of this kind have decreased since the vigilance
which has been lately adopted, particularly since the closing of the Foundling-hospital. It
is thought that the present law is more calculated to prevent demoralization than the former

oﬁ'&i'd which gave the Foundling-hospital as a resource and encouragement to the desertion of
children. @
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Persons who attended the Examination.

Rev. Mr. ALEXANDER, rector.—ALEXANDER Bairp, farmer, 33 acres.—Jomx Bisuor, farmer, 30
acres.—Rev. Mr. Brown, presbyterian minister.—Rev. Mr. Bryce, seceding minister,—Dr. Fui-
LERTON, dispensary surgeon.—Davin Grimour, farmer, 33 acres.—James Grass, farmer, 40
acres.— Hexgry, farmer, 16 § acres.—Tuomas M¢CrLean, labourer..—DaxieL Mooy, farmer,
100 acres.—Barxey Moovry, farmer, and under-agent to the Ironmongers’ Company.—
ORr, esq. J. P.— OsELAND, esq., agent to the Ironmongers’ Company.—Rev. Mr. RoLLes-
rox, curate.—JoHN WaLLACE, farmer, 14 acres.

Tuere is but one deserted child in the parish ; even it cannot properly be ranked in this
class. This has been the only case of desertion which has occurred during the last three
years, and during 20 years there have not been more than three or four instances. One
child perished, as was generally believed, from cold ; but some doubts were entertained
whether it had not been murdered. The practice of desertion has greatly decreased, princi-
pally owing to the vigilance of the parish oiﬁqers in dete:cting the mother of. the child. With
the exception of one above 12 months old (which was refused by the Foundling-hospital), the
children have generally been very young, the eldest not being more than two or three months
of age, All deserted children ave supposed to be illegitimate. The labouring classes are
utterly unable to make any provision for their children. No deserted child has ever yet been
presented for at the assizes, the churchwardens having invariably taken charge of them.
Orphans have never been provided for by the parish, and might therefore be compelled to
beg. It was stated, however, that they were very seldom in want, being generally attended
to by their connexions.

“ T have never,” said a labourer, *“ seen the like of orphansbegging ; their relations pro-
vide for them.” Deserted children are given by the cﬁurchwar ens o nurse to women
residing in the parish, who are carefully selected. ¢ There are plenty,” said Wallace,
“ willing to take them.” The children are visited once in three months, and exhibited at
the Easter vestry. About G /. Irish, annually, has been the limit of the parish expenditure
on each child. Mr. Henry, when churchwarden, had given 2s. a week to the nurse, and
clothes for the child when required, about one suit in the year. The sum was generally
reduced as the child grew up. The assessment was made at vestry, but assistance had
sometimes been given by the ladies of the parish. No complaints had ever been made of the
conduct of the churchwardens. The children usually become farm servants, and living as
the children of the country people about them, generally twn out well. As only two
children from the Foundling-hospital had been known in this parish, no conclusion could be
drawn as to their conduct comparatively with that of the children nursed among the country
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People. Mr. Browne, however, gave it as his oEinion, that their education, at least, was
1

requently neglected. All the witnesses agreed that the expense of each child in an insti-
tution would be very much greater than the sum required for its support under the present
sttem. Mr. Browne was inclined to believe that deserted children usually turn out worse
than those of the country people around, because they were generally nursed by an inferior
class of persons, who became so attached to them that they would not part with them. He
would prefer that no provision whatever should be made for deserted children. “ At present,”
said he, “ the mother generally watches the child until it is taken charge of, having deserted
1t rather from sudden impulse than from premeditation.” Mr. Orr would increase the hold
on the father, as now the mother ubsconds, and though the father is known, the child is
thrown on the parish. He would also make the assessment voluntary, in which case all the
witnesses agreed in saying that they would wish for the power of extending it to orphans.

Persons who attended the Evxamination.

‘Davip Carner, esq., 3. 2.—Mr. Core, grocer.—Dr. Dy, dispensary surgeon.—Mr. Domerry,
grocer.—Mr. Forgsr, farmer and agent. —Hexny Grem and others, labourers.— Rosert HENRY,
court-keeper.—Mr. Huxter, grocer.—Mr. Laxe, solicitor.—Manrcus M‘Causraxp, esq., J P
—SanmverL M‘Coy, small farmer.—Rev. Mr. M*‘Dovoucm, roman-catholic curate.—Mr. Mooby,
linendraper.—Mr. O'Hacax, schoolmaster.—Rev. Mr. Orpuert, rector.—Mr, O'Nrix, baker.—
Rev. Mr. Porter, presbyterian minister—Mr, Proctor, grocer.—Rey. Mr. Steex, presbyterian
minister.— Mr, STEwarT TATE, small farmer.

Ta e number of deserted children is about four or five, the average being three; but some
do not get aid from the parish. Several of those deserted here were from the adjoining
Parishes, a night’s lodging in the town giving (said Mr. Olphert) a facility for leaving a child
An lieu of lodging-money. One orphan is now 10 years old, and has been supported by the
parish from the age of eight or nine. Desertion is on the decrease. All such children are
8upposed to be illegitimate ; one orphan, however, as above mentioned, is an exception.
ey never perish before discovery. The working classes, in general, could not possibly
provide for their orphans. There was an instance, but considered a very rare one, of
a ploughman, constantly employed at 1s. per day, who has laid by 40/ The attempt to lay by
1s scarcely ever made. Several orphans ure supported by private individ ua{s, *:vho frequently
turn out well ; but none by religions orders, ‘I'bere are no weekly subscriptions ; but two
respectable neighbours frequently go round and collect sometimes from 10s. to 51 They
ave mever, in this parish, restricteg themselves to taking charge of children under 12 monilés
0.5. G 3 old;
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old ; in some cases they were four or five years old ; and orphans were provided for, in man
cases, as deserted children. No presentment has been found necessary, as the parish has
always agreed to the assessment. The churchwardens invariably take charge of deserted
children, and sometimes orphans, who, by the wish of the parish, are frequently included
among deserted children ; and gifts of from 172 to 2/ have often been made to orphan fami-
Ties, having been raised by assessment on the whole parish. ‘The children are put to nurse
to women residing in the parish, who treat them with great kindness. An accurate inquiry
is made into the woman’s character. The children have never been neglected, except in
education. The churchwardens annually, and sometimes ?uarterly, inspect them, and
occasionally visit them. The sum allotted for eachis about 4 £ or 5 {. annually, _the average
for all being about 8/., which has been raised by parochial assessment. There is no found-
ling-hospital. The children, in general, become 1dentified with their nurses’ families, and
turn out well. There is no apprentice fund. Mr. Porter would prefer the system of nursing
in country families to any institution, as the affections pf‘ t.he children hs'we more objects to
exercise themselves ; other witnesses preferred an institution, as affording the benefits of
education. There were three cases mentioned where children, deserted in the parish, and
supported by it, turned out well.

R}I: . Porter took a deserted child, as a servant, who had been well educated at a Sunday
and daily school in the neighbourhood. A baronial institution would be preferred to a more
general one. None of the children who were sent to the Foundlmcr—hq?ttal have since
returned. 'T'he expense is probably least under the present system. No difference has been
observed between them aru-!lj other children. The majority have turned out well. Deserted
children are either provided for by the parish, or by private subscriptions. The Protestant
Orphan Society supports none here. The practice of supporting deserted children does not,
it is believed, lead to an increase in the number, the attention of the churchwardens having
greatly diminished the practice. The parishioners wish to have the power of legally
including children above 12 months of age, and orphans; in fact, those whom they have
practically included, in addition to those permitted by the present system.

Persons who attended the Examination.

Par. of Dungiven
and Banagher.

Bar. Kenaught.

Donrrry, wandering beggar.—Rev. Mr, Gissox, presbyterian clergyman.—Jonx Irwaw,
farmer 50 acres.— Kive, esq., gentleman farmer.—Mr. KyLE, collector of county cess.—
Mrcuarn MCroskey, farmer 22 acres.—Micaaer M:Croskey, farmer 12 acres.—Mr, MiTcHELL,
churchwarden.—Hgexny Morrisox, grocer.—ANDREw Muirew, small farmer seven or cight
acres.—James O'Hacax, farmer 106 acres.— O’KaNE, woollen draper.-~ANDREW QUIGLEY,
farmer 11 acres.—Rev. Mr. Ross, protestant rector.—MicuazL Ross, esq., gentleman farmer.—
Bryax M<Tacuk, and several other labourers.

N. B.—The small farmers in this district all labour oceasionally for others, and combine the wants
and feelings of both classes.

[~ Dungiven there are no deserted children; in Banagher there are two (one having
lately died), who were for two years supported by the parish.

The average number deserted for the last three years was one each year, but there have
not been any desertions of late ; this is attributed to the closing of the Dublin Foundling-
hospital, and to the refusal of the parishioners to support even the two who were formerly
taken care of by the parish. They are all supposed to be illegitimate. One perished last
year before it was discovered ; it had been left on a dunghill, close to the door of a house,
1t was supposed to have been killed by the pig. One of the two in the parish of Bana-
gher was discovered by a dog.

The working classes cannot possibly lay by even the smallest trifle to secure a support to
their children in case of their becoming orphans.

No private contributions have been entered into for the support of orphans, except that
those persons who had undertaken the maintenance of the two Eesertcd chilren in Banagher,
when the parish paid for them, are now obliged to solicit the assistance of the gentry of the
place to enable them to support them.

There are no religious orders by whom they are provided for; nor do the poorer classes
subscribe for the payment of a nurse. No presentments have been obtained at the assizes
for their sustenance. The parish overseers formerly took charge of deserted children, but
not of orphans, but take charge of neither now, as the parishioners object altogether * to
pay for another man’s sins.”

When the parish overseers took charge of a child they gave it out to be nursed, always to
a woman residing in the parish, by whom it was very kindly treated, and produced at the
Enster vestry when the nurse came to be paid. The sum usually given is 3. annnally for
each child, 4/ being the greatest sum ever given. It is raised by a parochial assessment,
laid on at a vestry. No complaint was ever made against the churchwardens concerning
the appropriation of the sums levied for the maintenance of deserted children.

There is no foundling-hospital. Those who were heretofore sent to be nursed by the
churchwardens generally became members of the family among whom they were nursed, or
went out as farm servants. 'There was no apprentice fund. One deserted child was adopted
by an old couple, who are dead ; he turned out very well, and is now a farm servant.
Deserted children, if brought up in the families of the peasantry, where their affections are
brought into play, generally turn out well, but if educated in an institution, there is no
estraint from the opinion of those around them when they go out into life, and they in con-

sequence:
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sequence frequently become bad characters. Those who returned formerly to the parish DesErTep awp
from the Foundling-hospital were very indifferent characters; the boys often stealing, and OrpHAN

the girls becoming prostitutes, while those brought up among the country people have gene- CaILprEN.
rally held good characters, and are more healthy in body as well as in mind. It would be more

economical, as well as more beneficial, to the children and to society, to bave them brought c LUI';“"»

up in private families than at a public institution. 1In a private family, 47 a year would be 0. Enderry.
fully sufficient to cover the expense, which in an institution would probably be 10/, There pyaminations 1aken by
are none supported by the Protestant Orphan Society. It is not known whether the mor- €. W. Borrett, Esq.
tality is greater amongst those who are sent to a foundling-hospital or those who are put to fames Pecbles, Bsq.
nurse. The number of deserted children has decreased since the closing of the Foundling-
hospital in Dublin. The average formerly in the parish was one each year; during the last
two yvears there have been no desertions ; the inference therefore is, that few, if any, mothers
will ‘desert their children when there is any chance of their not being taken care of. The
mother used formerly to remain somewhere near to see that the infant was attended to, and
sometimes paid it a visit, incognito. It was not considered desirable that any provision
should be made for deserted children, as it was believed that by withholding relief the cus-
tom would gradually become extinct,

Par. of Dungiven
and Banagher.

Bar. Kenaught.

Persons who attended the Evamination.

SamueL AinL.—Janmes ANDERsoN.—J. Bancray, shopkeeper,—JaxEs CHAMBERS—ALEXANDER
Crarkr, esq.—J. DR1ps.—W. FORRESTER, esq., 5. P.—Mr. HENnY, apothecary.—J. M'CLELLAND,
shopkeeper.—H. M‘HExNny, schoolmaster.—P. M‘Kesva.—Rev. Srexcer Kwox, rector of Bar. Loughinsiolin,
Maghera and Tubbermore—A. MiLLEr.—S. Moore, grocer.—Mr. Orr.—T. PETriGREW,
shopkeeper.—D. ScurnioN.—James Smirm—A. Winson.—E, Wirtsox.—Rev. Mr. Vesey,
protestant curate.—Four of the police, and several labourers,

Parish Maghera.

Tue number of orphans in the parish was not known ; there were two deserted children,
four being the average number deserted within three years. The number of desertions has
decreased, owing to the vigilance of the parish officers. All deserted children are supposed
to be illegitimate, yet would not, it is believed, be exposed but for the inability of the pa-
rents to supgort them. They do not often perish before they are discovered. No assistance
is afforded them from private contributions, religious orders, or subscriptions from the poorer
classes. In order to be assisted by parish assessment, they must be deserted under the age
of 12 months. Their support continues here until they attain their fifth year. No present-
ments have been obtained, either for deserted children or orphans, the latter class never
being taken charge of by the churchwardens, as there is no statute giving to them such

ower. Deserted children are put out by the churchwardens to nurse, to women residing
in the parish, and are brought to the annual vestry. £.5 is the limit of expenditure on
each child allowed by the statute; and for some time past the expense has been paid by
the Rev. Mr. Knox out of some balance of an ecclesiastical fund remaining in his hands.
No complaints have been made with regard to the distribution of the money by the church-
wardens. There is no foundling-hospital. The children nursed by the country people gene-
rally become useful farm servants. In contrasiing this mode of education with that afforded
by an institution, Mr. Knox stated his experience, in which the parish agreed, that on the
breaking up of an orphan house, he had endeavoured to obtain places for some of the
children with the farmers and others in this parish ; and that, in consequence of their having
been reared in an institution, and therefore being unacquainted with the mode of living by
others in their station, he was quite unsuccessful. The children reared in an institution are
moreover believed to be less healthy than those brought up among the peasantry, and the
expense of the former system is much greater. Deserted children have been observed to
turn out better than those of the peasantry around, the reason being, as is supposed, that they
have their good conduct alone to depend on to induce any to become their friends; and
very often their nurses become greatly attached to them. The practice of taking charge
of deserted children leads, it is believed, to their desertion. It has decreased since the
closing of the Dublin Foundling-hospital. It was thought that the parish should be invested
Wltg larger powers of taking care of and supporting deserted children, and in some cases
orphans,

Persons who attended the Examinalion.
RomerT ArExanDER, farmer of 130 acres.—Mr. ANDERSON, secretary to the Mendicity Institution. :

—Rev. A. Boyp, curate in cathedral—Joux Dexwis, shoemaker.—Hanyan DErLIN, gives I;‘L’:f:dgﬂ”%iemf;’
lodging to beggars,—Jouy Dermorr, small farmer and labourer.—Jorx Doguerry, farmer, Landogderg.
SeVen  acres.— Garracner, bangbeggar.—Coxxnerivs GALLAGHER, labourer.—Rev. Baioey; City sail
Groree Hav, presbyterian minister.—Jony Kreerer, publican.—THomas Lyoxs, decayed Liliertion of
farmer,—Mr. M‘ARTHUR, guardian of deserted children.—Rev. WiLLran M<Crure, moderator  Loudonderry.
of the Synod of Ulster.—Jaxe M‘Dowp, poor widow, six children.—Right Rev. Dr. MLouvcn-
L1y, roman-catholic bishop of Derry.— MartiN, mason.—James Murray, working
tailor.—Rev. O’KaxE, roman-catholic curate,—Crartes Owens, an aged labourer.—
—— Rawmsay, merchant.—Dr., Reeav.—KiTry Rourks, wife of a labourer, obliged to
beg.—Ross SmiTr, esquire.—Curisrorner WarLsH, labourer. .

THERE were from 16 to 20 deserted children assessed on the parish. Six each year

might be a fair average of the number deserted within the parish during the last three years.
0.5. G4 hree
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Three have been deserted within the last four months; and Mr. M ‘A—-f- heligved that the
practice was rather on the increase, which he at_tnbuted to the ease \@rnh which, uqder the
present system, children were saddled on the parish. All deserted children are believed to
be illegifimate. None have ever perished before they were dmcqvcred. The number of
orphans, especially since the prevalence of cholera, is very great: in one house there were
nine, three only able to work at all. Three got among them a daily allowance from the
Mendicity of six pounds of potatoes, one pound gf meal and two quarts of buttermilk. _Their
only mode of earning anything was by spinning. All the witnesses agreed that it was
utterly impossible for parents of the working classes, even when in constant employment, to
ay by any provision for their children, and that they found it very difficult to support
themselves. ¢ They never attempt to lay by,” said Mr. Clare; “ it is known to be utterly
impossible; nor can they even make a beginning.” Neither orphans nor deserted children
are ever supported by private contributions ; but on Mr. qud’s copgregatlonal list are two
of the latter class, whose motheris dead and whose father is in America. _

Two shillings and sixpence monthly is given to the woman with whom they live, and they
receive two suits of clothes in the year; they have been assisted in this way for 10 years,
one being now 14 and the other 12 years old ; both are turning out well. On Mr. Hay’s
list is one deserted child. Neither orphans nor deserted children are here provided for, either
by religious orders or by subseriptions from the poorer classes, No children have been
assessed for who were more than 12 months of age when deserted ; nor have orphans ever
been included ; but the sum spent annually upon each child has considerably exceeded 52
Irish, to which sum only the parish could be legally assessed.

Presentments have never been obtained, nor was it' known they might be resorted to.
Deserted children have always been taken charge of by three guardians, appointed yearly by
the parishioners, with whom the churchwardens never interfere. No assessment can be
legally made for orphans; but even were it possible, the parishioners would be inclined to
provide in preference for deserted children, who must otherwise either perish or be utterly
neglected.

Ef:[g)eserted children are put out to nurse by the guardians to women residing in the parish,
who usually treat them kindly and as their own children. Mr. M*A , however, was lately
obliged to remove a child from a nurse who neglected it; but such an instance very rarely
occurs. The guardians sometimes visit the children, sometimes have them brought to them,
and sometimes require a certificate from a respectable person that the child is properly
treated ; some such inquiry takes place every month. Mr. M‘A did not know that there
was any limit to expense fixed by law; the usval sum paid to the nurse is 8s. 4d. a month;
besides, allowance 1s made for contingent expenses, clothing, sickness, &ec., the whole funds
being obtained by assessment at Easter vestry. No complaints have ever been made, except
by the guardians, who have been obliged to advance the requisite funds, the assessment here
not being levied in advance as elsewhere. There is no foundling-hospital. The children
elsewhere generally become farm servants and join the families of their nurses ; but here the
eldest child at present supported by the parish is only three years old. Before the closing of
the Dublin Foundling-hospital, all deserted children were sent there. None returned from
it here. The guardians think that in this parish an institution would be cheaper than the
present system.

The children have hitherto always been provided for by the parish. There are none sup-
Forted here by the Protestant Orphan Society ; but 41,0007 was lately left by Mr. Gwynne,
rom which a number of boys are fed and educated, and an apprentice fee of 102 is pad by
instalments; the boys must not be under six or above 12 years of age ; there are now 81 in
the institution. The present house is inconvenient, having been adopted temporarily to receive
the cholera orphans, who were preferred, as being in great destitution. The four executors
and 17 trustees have purchased cight acres of land near the town, where they intend build-
ing, and expect to be able to receive and educate 100 boys. Some of the boys have been
six months apprenticed (the fund having existed but a year and a half), and all but one
have given satisfaction ; they appear very healthy, neat and comfortable. This fund is not
limited to orphans, but they are preferred. Mr. M*‘A was decidedly of opinion that the
practice of taking charge of deserted children leads to their desertion, and thought that the
mother frequently remained near and watched over the child. : '

The practice of desertion he believed rather to have increased since the closing of the
Dublin Foundling-hospital. The present system was, in his opinion, exceedingly bad ; and
he believed that district institutions, where education would be attended to, would be very
useful; and though by their establishment desertions might increase, he would prefer that
evil to the risk of the infant perishing from neglect. * There ought also,” said he, ** to be
an apprentice fund, since one evil of the present system is, that as the nurses are of the
very poorest class, they, however well inclined, can do nothing to assist the children to-
settle in life. Orphans too should be provided for as well as deserted children.”

See Questions, Nos. 1 and g, in the SUPPLEMENT, also the ADDENDA.
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BASTARDY.
Persons who atlended the Ezaminalion.

Joux BoRroOuGHEs, labourer.—JosEri BoTHERILL, servant to Mr, St. George.~Jon~ Burkg, esq.
—Rev. J. Frrzerenarn, roman-catholic rector.—Dr. Harryerr.—Dr. Kevry.—Jases Lyxcn,
labourer.—Rev.J. Mara, protestant rector.—Jou~N O'FLacuerty, esq.—Joux Ryax, labourer.—
R. J. MaxsercH St. GEORGE, esq., Headfort Castle—Mr. C. Jamiesoy, merchant—LAWRENCE
ToorE, carman.—Ilev. J. WaLsH, roman-catholic rector.

« DastarDs are never supported by the parish, except in cases of desertion, which are
very rare. | believe bastard children are more frequently destroyed than is generally admit-
ted ; it is a crime very rarely brought to light in this country. There are certainly many
children buried in private burial-grounds in this and the neighbouring county, where there
is no service performed, and no notice taken of them. Their fathers fgenerally neglect them,
unless brought before the magistrates.”—(Mr. St. George.)—* Feelings of honour fre-
quently induce marriage before the birth of the child. I have known cases where I was not
aware of the circumstances till after the marmiage.”—(Rev. Mr. Walsh.)

“ We have been in the habit of granting wages at petty sessions for the last 20 years.
The amount varies from 2 /. to 4 /,, according to circumstances. This sum is, in some cases,
granted for each of three years. The woman’s oath is the only evidence required ; her hav-
ing been a bad character will not affect her claim. We often cause a. compromise to be made ;
and I am sure that, by the influence of a magistrate and a clergyman, any man might be
forced into marriage.

“ Unless married to the fathers of their children, women who have had bastards seldom get
husbands. I never knew an instance of a person marrying a gentleman’s miss for the sake
of any money which he promised him.” —(Mr, St. George.) * The woman, though not
excluded from society, falls very considerably in the estimation of her neighbours.”—
(Rev. Mr. Walsh.) * The bastard children are subject to taunts; and a small farmer
would, in my opinion, have a great objection to give his daughter to one of them in marriage,
unless under very great pecuniary inducements.”—(Mr. St. George.—— * The gentleman’s
bastard ismore reproached than the poor man’s; the amount of property determines every
thing.”—( Walsh.) “ A female bastard is never reproached. rthink the decent people
would prefer half the fortupe without the stain that they would get with it."—(Lynch.)

“ It is rather doubtful how far we are authorized to proceed against the father ; however,
we go so far as to issue a decree for the umount ngainst his goods and chattles, in the form
of wages for nursing the child, which, in some cases of appeal, have been affirmed by the
barrister.  In other parts of the county they never appezl, but obey the order, after some
little delay. We generally order it in quarterly payments. The father sometimes marries
through dread of the order; but this is of very rare occurrence. We never proceed to
a distress warrant without the father’s acknowledgment. I believe that the child’s health is
often materially injured for want of proper nourishment, the mother not being able to afford
it. The mother’s health also is sometimes injured through the difficulty she is exposed
to in reaving the child.”—(Mr. St. George.)

Persons who attended the Examination.

Parrick Bunxe, esq., J. P.,, Damesfield, —OweN Crarke, small landholder.—Parrrex Fox,
formerly brazier, now alabourer.—Mr. Joux GErrAGHTY, shopkeeper.—PeTER JOTCE, labourer.
—Reopsmonn KeLry, mason—Rev. Dr. KinwaN, roman-catholic rector.—AxTHONY MARTIN,
esq., J. P., Currariva~Jonn M‘DowoeH, housckeeper.—M. M‘Doxocn, labourer.~RicHARD
M‘Doxocn, farmer.—Dexis M‘Grarn, formerly shopkeeper, now a butcher.—Mr. Jorw
M‘Kew, under-agent to Mr. Martin.—Capt. O'FLanERTY, J.P., Lemonfield —GroreE O'Fra-
HERTY, esq., Lemonfield.—Joay SweeyEy, carpenter.—Rev. Jonn WILsON, protestant vicar.

_“1T Am eight years roman-catholic rector of this parish. 1donot think that the number of
illegitimate children born in the parish during that period has exceeded 14. No case of
mfanticide occurred here during the same period ; nor have I heard of any such crime hav-
Ing been ever committed in this parish. We have had children deserted in two instances.
The churchwardens gave a trifling assistance to the poor persons with whom these found-
lings were left to be nursed, for one year in one case, and for two in the other; they then
flbapgioned them altogether, and threw the burden of supporting them upon these miserable
individuals, whose aﬁject poverty rendered them fit objects of charitable assistance, but
whose benevolent feelings impelled them, up to this day, to share with the infant ontcasts
their own miserable pittance of potatoes. Sne of the children is a boy of about 10 years
old, and the other, I believe, about six. I know of no case where a father has neglected his
illegitimate child but one; and in 12 out of these 14 cases of bastardy I have mentioned,
the fathers married the mothers of their children ; they were induced to do so, [ trust, from
a principle of conscience and honour; but 1 cannot deny that the influence of the roman-
catholic clergy assisted much to bring about this desirable result. In all cases where

0.5. H a single
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Bar. Maycullen.
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BAsTARDY.

Connaught,
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Francis Diggens, Esq.
W. T. M*Cullagh, Esq.

Parish Kilcummin.

Bar. Moycullen.

Parish Killimore.
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Parish Omagzh.
Bar. Ballynahinch.
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a single man has seduced a female, whose character was free from any other ta.ipt, we use
every means in our power to induce him to make the only adequate reparation in his
ower, by marrying her. In the cases where this reparation has not been made, in oue, the
man has left the parish altogether (which is the case alluded to bef_ore, u{hen I said there was
but one instance of a father’s having deserted his illegitimate child); in the other there is
a great disparity of condition, but the father supports his child. I do not think there are
six men in the parish who would marry women who had illegitimate children by other
fathers; nor would any influence of persons of the highest rank induce the generality of
them to disgrace themselves by such marriages. They form a justly high estimate of female
purity ; and the woman who has lost her virtue, unless repaired by a subsequent marriage,
loses with it, for life, her character and her caste.”’—(Dr. Kirwan.) s Ther?, was not an
instance of infanticide in this parish within my memory, and only one in the neighbourhood.
In almost every instance subsequent marriage is induced. There have been four cases of
rape sworn with the view of inducing marriage, within the last eight years.”—(Cap-
tain O’ Flaherty.) .
¢ There occur a great many cases of this kind in Moycullen, particularly near the sea-
side. Last year three men came to trial, all of whom married out of the dock.”—(Mr.
Burke.) “ The magistrates, as long as I can remember, regularly give 1/. gs. a quarter
before the birth of the child, and from 2/ to 3/ a year after the birth, for three years.
The man is always summoned ; he may prove an alitz ; but his own oath will not be admit-
ted in evidence. I never heard of a second application. If they wish, they may process
before the assistant barrister; but the magistrates will not grant a larger sum.”—(Captain
O Flaherty.)

Persons who attended the Examination.

Jouw Burke.—PATrick CampeELL, labourer.—Rev. Francis Cocuraw, catholic rector.—Mr. J.
DoxneLray, farmer.—Tromas Egaw, nurseryman.—Rev. Mr. Kearivg, late catholic rector.—
Major Keriny, Longford Lodge—Wirrian Kirrerw, weaver.—Gronee Kirkarpy, esq.,
Heron Brook.—Mr. Epwarp Loverty, farmer.—Tmodxas Lowry, farmer—Francis Mappex,
mason.—Joax Mara, farmer.—MicHanL Moxacuaw, esq.—Parrick Morax, householder.-—
Brien O’Hara, nurseryman.—Mricnaen Warsn.

“ Durine the last three years there have been only six bastards born in this parish.
None are supported by the parish but those who had been deserted. There was only one
case of desertion since I came to the parish; it was supposed to belong to a neighbouring

arish, and I have reason to believe that the supposition was true. It was left at

Ir. Kilkaldy’s door. A presentmient of 4/. was granted by the judge of assize for its sup-
port. I do not know whether this was the entire sum to be allowed, or that the same sum
is to be given annually. Idid not hear of an instance of a child being destroyed in this
part of the county since I became a resident in it.

“ A feeling of honour and a desire to make reparation generally (indeed almost invariably
where there is no obstacle) induce marriage, it being the only means by which it can be
made. Mairizge very seldom ensues when both persons do not belong to the same class in
society. In three cases out of the six which I speuL of, marriage followed ; in the otherit was
morally impossible, two of the women were idiots, and the father of the third was a married
man. I haveknown 50 cases of persons getting married lest the female’s character should
suffer from malicious but ungrounded reports. g\Vhen. 20 or go-acre men have bastards by
their servants, which frequently occurs, they rear the child, and sometimes pay the mother
for its support ; the child very often gets a dividend of the property at the father’s decease.
There have been no wages sought for; if the father and mother are in the same rank of life
they generally get married. 1 have known instances of fathers forcing their sons to marry
inferior persons by whom they had children. If the mother and child are not provided for,
the mother turns to open habits of vice. There have been instances of women having two
or three bastards by as many different men. Generally speaking, there is not much of a
disrespectful feeling towards either the bastard or the mother.”— oghlan.)

Persons who attended the Examination.

Taomas Burke, mason.— —— Carg, innkeeper.—Joux Corsat, builder.—Mr. Tromas CUNNIS,
Beleck.—Jonx D’Ancy, esq, Clifton Castle.—MTr. J. Duan, farmer.—MarTiv Evans, . p.—
Rev. PeTer FI1TZMAURICE, catholig rector.— Fryww, not resident in the parish,—
JoNEs, esq— Jovee.—Jonw KELLY, mason.—Parrick Lippaw, butcher.—Tromas Mar~
TIN, €s(., M. P., Ballynahinch.— AxrHony Murrry, freeholder.— O'BrieN.—CHARLES ROWE,
esq.—Rev. J. Tronmas, protestant rector of Omay.—Coxsrantize TurLy, collector of cess.—
Mrcuaer WHITE, weaver.

Ox an average there are two or three bastards born in the parish every year.—(O’ Brien.)
There have been only two children deserted in the parish for the last eight years, the
latter of them about three years since; its mother was discovered shortly after it was
deserted, and forced to provide for it.—(Rev. Mr. Thomas.)

For
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For the last 20 years the magistrates have been in the habit of granting from 3/ to
5 1. wages to to the mothers of illegitimate children. This has the effect of lessening the
number ; wages are not granted till after the birth of the child.—(O’ Brien.) A woman
who had a child by a poor man would be looked down on, but one who had a c¢hild by a
gentleman would be looked uE to on account of the money. A young man in this town
married a gentleman’s miss about six weeks since, for which he got 100l ; she had two
children.—( Mullen.)——Bastards are generally as well behaved as others; they will not
get an equal match ; the mothers are despised by their own equals, and are often driven to
prostitution.—( Corbat.)

Evidence of his Grace the Archbishop of Tuam.

Tae parish does not provide for bastards, as such; it provides for many bastards’ found-
lings when they are deserted by their mothers, a thing which frequently takes place. The
instances of children being destroyed are very rare. Honourable feelings frequently pro-
duce subsequent marriages.

Wages are never awarded before the birth of the child ; the mother is granted wages, not
as moﬁ:er, but as nurse, The law should be declared in such cases.

The justices below do not concur with the barristers, and the relief has become slow and
insecure.,

The amount varies according to circumstances; G/ late Irish currency is, I believe, the
maximum. The inability of the father to pay a large sum causes the wages awarded (o be
less than they otherwise would.

While the justices at petty sessions were permitted to proceed without the law being
questioned, if any effect could be perceived, it might rather have been in making men more
cautious. There is never any punishment inflicted on the applicant for wages, and as the
decree is for wages, her having more than one bastard child does not make any difference
in the sum granted. Young men generally have a great dislike to marry women who have
had illegitimate children, and the sum granted as wages is not sufficient to induce them to
forego their objections. Girls thus circumstanced find it very difficult to procure eligible
matches. It is very rarely that persons of even the lowest classes can be induced by those
in a higer station of life to marry a girl who had an illegitimate child. Women of the
lower class do not lose caste much among their own sex in the same class. I think a small
farmer would have no objection to give his daughter to a bastard who in all other respects
was an eligible match, especially if the reputed father was in the rank of a2 gentleman,

Formerly, in the absence of all other proof, the mother’s testimony was conclusive ; in the
later adjudications, other circumstances were required to be proved, such as intimacy, com-
ﬁany-keeping, flirtation, or the like; but under any circumstances a defence was admissi-

le. A second application for wages is equally as successful as the first, and is looked on
as being a confirmation of the former testimony.

From decisions recently made, justices of the peace have been forced to doubt their
power to force payment, {efore it was considered that it, like any other debt, might be
comEelled to be paid by a decree against cither the man’s goods or person.

The amount given is always awarded in one sum, and the applicant should apply at the
end of three months, unless special cause be shown for the contrary. I have known in-
stances of men being driven to marry the mother through fear of a decree for wages, but
the instances are few. When the decree is issued the father is often known to abscond ;
but even in that case there is no relief afforded by the parish.

I have known many instances of the mothers being obliged to beg, and have frequently
known them to go from bad to worse perhaps for subsistence. The children suffer much
from being neglected, they are badly reared, and early practised in vice. The father’s re-
fusing to support the child leads to bad feeling, and much abuse as a natural consequence.
I do not know of women having lost or injured their health by the difficulty of rearing a
child without getting the usual assistance from its father ; the family rarely cast off a female
entirely for this offence. ;

While the child is on the breast it does not suffer from the mother’s }aoverty; and
when it grows up, it does not generally find it very difficult to procure potato food

A woman’s mind must be brought to a high pitch of immorality to encompass such an
act as either the desertion or destruction of her infant, yet I never knew a carelessness with
respect to the lives of others, ensue from desertion.

Persons who attended the Ezamination.

Mr. Wircram BirMiNcEAM, woollen-draper.—Rev. Dr. BurxE, roman-catholic rector of this
parish and dean of Dunmore.—GroRGE CLENDENNING, esq., magistrate.—Mr. COLLINS, a gen«
tleman connected with the press.—Ricuarp Gissoxs, small farmer of 12 acres.—Mr. LARGE,
clerk of petty sessions and churchwarden.—Marraew MDoNNELL, €5q. magistrate~—ROBERT
W. MILvEA, esq., magistrate—WitLiaM MMiLer, small farmer of 12 aeres—EDWARD
MNarry, weaver.—Jounx Rercax, labourer—Tmomas Rerrry, labourer—Mr. Grorce
Woobs, general merchant.—Mr. Joux WyNNE, general merchant.

Tur witgnesaes cannot give any distinet account of the number of bastards in the parish,
but agree in stating them to be very few. All the cases of desertion that occur are believed
0.5. H2 to
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to be of illegitimate children, Oune case of infanticide occurred a short time ago, but beside this,
none of the witnesses recollect any other case to have occurred in the parish. The fathers
of illegitimate children are generally reluctant to afford them support, unless compelled by
legal proceedings, or a threat of such. Mr. Clendenning says, « The magistrates at petty
sessions grant the mother wages for nursing the child, but require her to prove some agree-
ment, either direct or implied, on the Eart of thg reputed father; her oath is taken, but he
is permitted to disprove her testimony by any evidence he can produce. The sum allowed
varies from 5s. to 11, or 1. 5s. per quarter, according to the circumstances of the father.
At petty sessions held in Westport for a district containing a population of 50,000, 12 to
15 cases have come before us within three years. When a woman has made a second appli-
cation of this nature, we have been more cautious in giving credit to her evidence, and
when we have believed ler, have allowed a smaller sum. We grant a decree against the
father's property ; if he hasno property the case must go to the assistant barrister, who
grants a decree against his person. He has frequently absconded until he forced the wo-
man into a compromise on more favourable terms.” )

M‘Nally says, “ When a woman is unable to obtain support for her child from the father,
it depends on'the goodness of her parents whether they support her and her child, but she
is often turned ouf as a disgrace to the family, and obliged to beg, and I have known in-
stances where women in such circumstances have become prostitutes.” .

Mr. Clendenning says, ““ It is commonly a woman’s first step towards prostitution, that
having an illegitimate child she has been turned out by her family, and had no means of
supporting it, it often happens that the family, under such circumstances, take her back to
prevent her sinking deeper into vice.”

Persons who attended the Examination.

Parish Cong.
Bar, Kilmeen.

Parish Kilgeever.
Bar. Murrisk.

BLAKE, esq., police officer.—Fraxcis Burke, esq. —Mr. BuTLEg, large farmer.—WirLnrasm
Burcer, landholder, 10 acres—Rev. Mr. CRAMPTON, protestant rector, and magistrate.—
ELwoop, esq., magistrate.—Mr. Jorx Erwoob, shopkeeper.—Jonn Fixy, esq., magistrate
and resident proprietor—Tnomas Horxixs, labourer—MicnarL Hyvzs, butcher.—WAaALTER
Jev nnas, labourer.—DMr. M¢DoxweLL, large farmer.—PereEr Morowney, weaver.—ANTHONY
O'Briex, stone-cutter.—Rev. Mr. WALDRON, roman-catholic rector.

Mr. CRAMPTON says, that at petty sessions held for the barony of Ross, in the county
of Galway, and that part of the parish of Cong which is situated in the county of Mayo,
there are about a dozen cases each year of women applying for wages for the support of
illegitimate children. Mr. Crampton says that he himself has always required proof from
a third person of some agreement for wages made between the parties; but other magis-
strates have sometimes adjudicated ont he woman’s oath, affiliating the child, connected with
their own previous knowledge of the parties and the circumstances of the case, with which
they are often perfectly acquainted before they are laid before them judicially. The sum
mostly awarded is 3/. a year; it sometimes happens that an agreement is proved for more,
when this sum is of course granted. The father always has the right of choosing between
taking the child himself or paying the mother the wages for its support. The former
alternative is generally adopted, or some compromise effected when ¢ the child is reared,”
at the age of two or three years,

Mr. Crampton has known many cases of the father marrying the woman rather than pay
the wages ; he also says many prosecutions for rape come before the magistrates, which are
dropped on the matriage of the parties. “ Nothing so common,” he says, * as husband-
hunting ;” such cases are more frequent since some men have been lately executed for
the offence; within the last six months at least six such cases have occurred in this
district.

The witnesses cannot give any idea of the number of bastards in the parish, but they all
agree that bastardy is rare init. Rev. Mr. Waldron says, ** The woman that is guilty of the
offence is slighted and shunned by all her former acquaintances. It is remembered against
her grandchild, and is often a reproach to her family for 20 years. There is a great reluct-
ance to marry such a person ; but in the poverty of this country a small sum of money forms
a great temptation, and is sometimes yielded to.”

Persons who attended the Examination,

Jouw Banrws, cottier, holds 2 } acres—Jonx Cox, farmer, holding 8 acres.—James FrenILL,
cottier, holds 1 acre.—James GALLAGHER, farmer, 7 acres.—Rev. Mr. GizBoNs, roman-catholic
rector.—Mr. AusTiv GIRONS, assistant to Mr. Durkin, apothecary.—MivLes Jovce, cottier, holds
14 acres.—PaT Marry, an old man past his labour, did hold 2 acres.—Rocer M¢DorogmH,
cotiier, holds 2 1} acres.—Par M®Dowwcrr, farmer, holding 8 acres—Wirriam M‘EvirLy,
farmer, 5 acres.—Rev. Mr. PorrER, protestant curate.—Mr, REED, land-steward to Marquis of
8ligo, the principal proprietor of the parish.

BasTARDY is very rare in this parish: no precise account can be given of the number in
the whole parish, = In the village of Carramore, containing 74 families, Freehill says, « there
are
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are only two bastards, young or old; none have been born there for many years; if there
were others in the village, it would be too rernarkablc? for me not to know z.t.” In the small
town of Louisburg, population 350, except one family of illegitimate children, only three
have been born in seven years, which Mr. Potter recollects. In Benowen, a village of 39
families, there are two bastards, one an old person, another an infant. Two cases of infanti-
cide have been known within seven years. The fathers of illegitimate children are generally
unwilling to support them, they must be compelled by law, which allows the mother wages
from the father for nursing his child: she must prove a promise of wages on his part. A
woman having an illegitimate child, finds very great difficulty in procuring a hushand, ““not
one in ten of them ever get a husband.” The bastard is looked upon through life with a
feeling of reproach. A small farmer would be uawilling to connect himself with him ; « he
would not give him his daughter in marriage,” M‘Donnell says, “ unless he were a snug
man, and would take her without a portion.”

Persons who attended the Examination.

Epwarp Burke, farmer of 13 acres.—BrIEN DEANE, cooper and small farmer.— Epuunp
Dicksox, mendicant.—Janmes Dovocuor, bailiff to Major Bingham, the principal proprietor in
the parish.—Widow EarLy.—Wirriam Frarcus, bailiff to Mr. Everard.—Dominick FrexILL,
labourer.—Widow GERrAGHTY.—MARrTIN Homaw, labourer.—Captain IrReraxp, stipendiary
magistrate.—Par LaveLLE, labourer.—Rev, Mr. Lyoxs, parish priest.—Mr. Wa. MerepiTH,
chief constable of police.—Captain NugenT, magistrate—Mr, O'Brizn, parish schoolmaster.—
Fraxx O’DonNELL, labourer, impotent from age.—Huea O'MarLy, cottier.—Widow REeiLLy.

CapTarN IRELAND says, that within the last three years, at petty sessions held for the
half barony of Erris, containing a population of 23,000, about 25 cases of application for
wages for nursing bastards, have been made by the mothers against the fathers.

Mr. Lyons thinks this‘may be taken as nearly the whole amount of bastardy within that
district ; he does not know a single instance of the father voluntarily supporting his bastard,
they generally deny them.

Wages are never granted before the birth of the child. The mother’s oath affiliating the
child is taken, but it must be supported by other circumstantial evidence, as of the parties
having been frequently observed in company with one another, or some implied acknow-
ledgment on the part of the father, as sending provisions to the mother or procuring her
attendance in her lying-in.

The wages granted vary according to the father’s ability to pay them, from 5s. to 11s.
a quarter.

hese wages are allowed for 18 months or two years; the father having a right at any
time to stop them on taking the child to himself.

Captain Ireland says, the woman who has had an illegitimate child is for ever degraded ;
she has but little chance of ever getting married, the humblest peasant being as tenacious
on this point as a man of the highest rank in society.” Mr. Lyons has known, in many
years, only three or four cases of such women getting married, and these were cases where
the father gave a much larger sum of money than he would otherwise have given as a portion,
in order to cover the disgrace of his daughter.

Mr. Lyons is confident that nine out of ten rape cases are fictitious, got up merely for
the purpose of forcing marriage ; under this impression, a regulation has been imposed upon
the catholic clergy of this diocese, not to marry such parties while a prosecution is pending.

Persons who attended the Eramination.

TrHOMAS BraDSHAW, labourer.~Morcaxy CROFTON, esq. J.P.—Rev. M. DEVINE, roman-catholic
rector of the parish.—Capt. Duckwonrs, 1. P.—JorN Fareman, innkeeper.—Rev. Tromas
HackErT, protestant vicar of the parish.—The Viscount Lonrrox, lord-lieutenant of the county.
—Owex Lioyp, esq. 5. p—Jouy MaNGHAN, road inspector.—JouN MurLHaLL, esq. general
merchant.—M. O’Briex, labourer.—Joux ROBERTSON, esq. J. .

AMONG the catholic population in the parish during the last year, there have been but
four baptisms of .children whose parents were not married. 'The rite of baptism is never
neglected.  Mothers very seldom destroy their illegitimate children; the fathers generally
neglect them. Mr. Mulhall, during 30 years residence in the pavish, did not remember a
single case of infanticide. A feeling of honour does not often induce subsequent marriages
as a sense of duty,

_ Duwing three 'years there has been only one instance of wages awarded by the Boyle
petty sessions. :

They are never given before the birth of the child. In the case above-mentioned, 4.
Wwas given. It is believed that there is no law to warrant any punishment on the applicant.

The general opinion is, that the loss of character to the female is a considerable difficulty
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in the way of their making respectable matches. This is not so great if the father of such
children has been of much higher rank in life than the mother. In some few instances of
this nature, money is given by the superior in tank to induce some of the poor class w
marry the woman. Women with illegitimate children are invariably looked on as degraded
from their own rank, whatever that may be. Some continue to reside with their families
and are kindly treated by them. If the conduct of the bastard is not reprehensible, his birth
is seldom thought about.

Persons who attended the Examination.

Rev. Dr. BLunDpELL, protestant rector of Kileekvan.—Rev. Joun Boyp, catholic curate of Kilkee«
van.—Fnascrs Craxcy, farmer.—Cox Cotrtox, small farmer.—James Couron, potter.—
Mr. Taomas Drirow, shopkeeper.—James Garrney, working mason.—Capt. Gray, Dale.
field.—Jonx Kervy, labourer.—Rev: Perer M‘Dermort, catholic curate of Kilkeevan.—
TuroMmAs M‘GraTH, esq., J. . Castlerea,—O'Coxvor Dow, Clonalice.—Mr. Georee VAucrAN,
farmer.—Wrrrranm R. WiLLs, esq. Castlerea.—OWEN YouNG, esq., Harristown.

Tuere were eight baptisms of illegitimate children within the last 12 months in the
arish of Kilkeevan, none of whom are supported by the parish. The mothers seem as
;ind and as attached to their offspring as others ; and the average number of those destroyed
by the mothers is not above two in three years. The mothers latterly resort to a practice
of swearing informations for rape against the fathers, in order to induce them to marry; and
often they have done so from a feeling of honour. The magistrates do not grant wages to
women with bastards, they refer them to the quarter sessions to proced by civil bill action
for recovering a debt contracted by stipulation.

Persons who attended the Ezamination.

Rev. J. AxpErsoy, protestant rector of Moore.—Micnars Carranaw, smith.eWirrtray CLEMENTS,
weaver.—Bryas Coxorny, labourer.—Patrick Dorax, labourer.—Parrick FLYNN, mason.—
Tuoxas Harrisox, dyer.—Mr. Jouy Kerry, farmer.—Parrick Krrry, small farmer.—Jonx
Kiikexyy, bailiff on Mr. St. George's estate.—Arexanper Loxg, chief constable of police,
Ballydaniel.—Rev. J. M‘AveeLy, catholic rector of Moore.—Mr. James MrLLer, shopkeeper.—
J. M:Nawana, weaver.—Parnick MrrcuerL, beggar—Wirriam Munray miller.~Tuosas
POWER, esq., J. P., Falty.—Laurexce Warsow, farmer and appraiser.

“ T oxry baptized one illegitimate child during the last 12 months. There are at present
12 vesiding in the parish, who were born within it during the past 10 years. Five of these
are children of the same parents. The mother was married many years ago, and was
abandoned by her hushand. There was a veport of his death some time ago, and applica-
tion was made to me to marry her and the father of the children to whom I have alluded.
I was obliged to refuse, having no certain proof of the husband’s death.”—(Mr. M*Aveely.)
They are never supported by the parish,

A woman, named M‘Namara, had a child by a married man ; he refused to assist her in
supporting it, and after a short time went to America, not taking his wife and family. The
illegitimate child was deserted, but the mother being known, she has been compelled to sup-
port it. A child was left about 10 years ago in the neighbourhood of Thomastown. The
mother was an inhabitant of this parish. Since the child was deserted, she has never been
seen or heard of. The infant was only a few months old. The only other instance we can
recollect was of a child who was found in a garden near the village ; it was supposed to be
about three months old, but not to have been %omin the parish. Tﬁe neighbours took charge
of it by turns, and it was taken as much care of by each woman as if it had been one of her
own children ; at the end of nine months it died. During the last three years there have
been three or four instances of infanticide. In an adjoining parish a child was found drowned
whose parents were unknown. In the same parish another was found lying on the road
side; the body had been fiightfully torn, it was supposed by dogs; and as a man who was
returning home on his car drew near the spot where it lay, the horse started and plunged
so violently that the man was thrown and killed by the fall. The mother of an infant, who
it is believed was destroyed, was tried for infanticide at the assizes, and acquitted for want
of sufficient evidence, though there could not, from the circumstances which appeared, be any
doubt of her guilt.

“ I cannot say that I know of more than one instance of persons who had been unlaw-
fully connected being mariried before the birth of the child, except where religious influence
has been used.”’—( Watson.) “Itis the almost invariable practice that both parties should
attend attend confession before marriage. I thought it my duty on several occasions pub-
licly to announce that [ will not celebrate what are termed subsequent marriages. I have
in a few instances, however, omitted to enforce my own rule, being influenced to do so by
the circumstances of the cases; and so seldom have instances occurred during the 18 years
that I have had charge of this parish, that I cannot say I ever yet have been obliged to refuse
any application of the sort.”—(Mr. M‘Aveely.)

Until.
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« Until about six years since it was a common practice for women to apply to the sessions
for wages for nursing and takmg‘ care of their illegitimate oﬂ'spr}ng. In consequence, how-
ever, of the exertions of the magistrates and clergy, the custom is now entirely abolished ; it
was found to give encouragement to crime ; and no apphcau‘on for such has been made to
the sessions court of Ballydaniel in the last two years.”—(Miller.)

When the loss of character is publicly known, women find much difliculty in obtaining
respectable matches. Some few inst;mces, however, have occurred where females, after an
interval of several years, have married well; but those who marry them are for ever after
looked upon as having demeaned themselves, notwithstanding which they generally make
good husbands.

We remember but one case in this parish were money could have formed any inducement
to such a marriage. Two of those above alluded to have gone to America, though we do
not believe it was any feeling of disgrace that made them go. In the instances stated, the
women married as well as they counld have expected to do had there been no reproach
against their character.—(Murray, Watson, M Aveely and M*Namara.) It is thought
unkind to reproach a woman who had fallen from virtue. Those who were her fiiends and
intimates still continue on good terms with her; but it is very different in case only of sus-

icion. The suspicion is made a bitter taunt, where the fault, though, known would pass
without a word.—(Miiler.)

In general it is thought to be very unfair to reproach a well-conducted man with a slur
upon his birth.—(Mr. M‘Azeely.)——DBut whenever there is a falling out, it is sure to be
brought against him.—(Flynn.) Bastards almost always make inferior matches. A
farmer would reluctantly give his daughter to a man not born in wedlock, but it would be
twice as bad to have a son who should marry a woman so disgraced ; for a man, no matter
what he is at the beginning, can raise himself in the world by his exertions and conduct;
but 2 woman must keep the rank of her birth.—(Mifler.)

Persons who attended the Examination.

Rev. James Carnacuax, catholic curate.—~Partrick Cuinax, labourer.—Mr, Hucn Gray, farmer.
~Rev. James M‘Hucn, parish priest.—~Rev. Grorce TrnornstoNn MaustiN, parish curate.—
Mr. Dexis O'Connor, farmer.—James Robninson, weaver.—Rev. Wrnriam Tywpapr, parish
priest.

TarrE is only one deserted child in the parish: it is supposed to be illegitimate, and is
supported by the’parish. Murriages often take place through a feeling of dauty on the part
of the fathers of illegitimate children, strengthened by the influence of the clergy.

“ Girls who have had illegitimate children seldom get married except under peculiar cir-
cumstances, especially the possession of a little money or a cow, as sometimes happens with
the daughter of a small farmer. Women of her own degree will work with her after a bit,
but they always look down upon her, and she is pretty sure to be reminded of what has
happended if ever she ventures to quarrel with any body. Farmers would not like to give
their daughter as a wife to a bastard, but they would allow it if the young man had a little
money, or could get a few acres of land.”—(Hugh Gray, farmer.)

W. Jones, esq. J. P. says, © The declaration of the woman must be corroberated by some
acknowledgment, part payment, or promise of payment on the part of the reputed father;
but we never decide these questions, leaving them always to the assistant barrister, who, on
being satisfied with the evidence, generally awards 5Z. to be paid by small instalments.

Persons who attended the Eramination.

Mr. P. CooGax, shopkeeper.—Brincer CuMMAYNE, widow.—Jaurs Davy, labourer—Ronrmr
Kive Duks, esq.—Joux Finw, labourer,—Rev. JoEN GARRAT, vicar.—BartHOLOMEW MKIT-
TRICK, land agent.—Martiy Keey, small farmer,—Dr. Lowemerp, dispensary surgeon.—
Cuanres Mirmo, farmer—B. Morrisay, labourer,—Rev. R. O’KEax, pavish priest.—RoBERT
Ogrg, farmer.—MicuasL Price, labourer.

Tu® number of bastards in the parish is supposed to be six; and for the support of such
children applications used to be made to the petty sessions, but of late years, from the
doubts raised respecting the jurisdiction of the magistrates, they have for some time ceased
to make orders, except in cases of admitted paternit.y; the question is now refe_rred alto-
gether to the assistant barrister, who decides in e uity, after hearing both parties. The
sum awarded against the father occasionally varies, but is usually about 54
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Persons who atiended the Examination.

Rev. EpwArD ArLwARD, protestant curate.—Mr. James BARBER, land agent.—Dr. CouLrzEg,
dispensary surgeon.—JorN FEx~Ty, labourer.—Mrcraer Feywy, labourer.—WriLnian P,
Fenny, farmer.—Mr. P. M¢Tucker, farmer.—James Murrewn, labourer.—Rev. Micuarr,
O’CALLAGHAN, P. P.—Rev. Mr. SAUNDERSON, presbyterian minister.—C. Symrsox, farmer,

L]

TuerEe are very few bastards, and these supported by the parish. The mothers seldom
desert their illegitimate children, and there has not been a case of infanticide more than
twice these 18 years. The fathers are often induced to marry the mothers, from the fear of
the woman’s friends, as well of feelings of honour.

If the woman can prove a promise and part payment, she can recover wages at the
gessions as a simple debt.

The people have a great dislike to marry a woman who has had an illegitimate child,
and many more of them remain unmarried through life than are married. They frequently
leave the country, and are sent away by their parents, as they consider it better to send
them where they are not known than give them to inferior persons at home; they some-
times get husbands through the influence of persons in a higher station. At first there is
great outcry against a girT who has a bastard, but if well conducted it soon wears off, and
she is treated as usual, except when quarrels arise, and then they always charge her with
her shame. There is also a strong objection amongst the farmers to connect themselves
with illegitimate children, and they will not give their daughters in marriage to them,
without strong motives to counterbalance the disgrace.

Persons who attended the Eramination.

Rev. WrLLiaM GRove, rector, 5. p.—Dr. Homaw, dispensary surgeon.—~ —— IyLEas, esq., 3. P.
~James Maces, parish clerk and farmer.—Joux MurLowxEY, blacksmith.—Jou~x TENPENNY;
farmer.—Rev. —— WHITE, parish priest, &c. &c.

Tue number of bastards in this parish is very small, and cases occur not oftener than
once in the year, on an average ; they are never supported by the parish, and scarcely ever
deserted by the mothers, and no instance of infanticide has ever been heard of.

The fathers in general give as much assistance towards their support as they can.

Persons who attended the Examinations.

Rev. M. Arxstrone.—Right Rev. Dr. Bukke, roman-catholic bishop of Elphin.—Rev. J. DuxLE-
vIE, parish priest.—R. Fervenry, labourer.—Jomy Hawte, shopkeeper.—Frank Kexwir,
labourer.—James KENNY, esq., M. D. dispensary.——Joux MARTIN, esq., . P.—Jases Rarrenrty,
labourer.—Wirrranm Storrorp, farmer.

Tue number of bastards in the parish is not known, but is supposed to be very small;
they are never supported by the parish ; are very seldom deserted by the mothers ; and cases
of infanticide are never heard of.

7
\Va%;es are never awarded to the mother, except when she can prove a promise on the
part of the father and part payment, she then recovers the support of the child as servant’s
wages.

Girls who have had illegitimate children find great difficulty in procuring husbands; no
man who knows of her * misfortune,” will marry her, unless induced by a good sum of
money. Individuals of the poorer classes are often induced by persons ‘of higher station
to marry those women. It is the usual way of getting rid of them: a man who so marries
is considered ‘* a mean fellow.”

Those women who have had illegitimate children are looked upon by the rest of their
sex in the parish with great contempt at first, but that wears off. William Stopford said, “ In
some time she hears no more about it, until they quarrel, and then it is time to bé the first
thing thrown at her.” A good deal of this feeling also goes with the child ; “ bastard” isa
term of contempt, and a small farmer would certainly have an objection to give his daughter
to a bastard, though otherwise an eligible match. It frequently happens that women
threaten to swear a rape against 2 man, to force him to marry her; it mostly ends in
marriage ; they are often married in the dock during the trial.
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Persons who attended the FExamination.

Rev. Gronce Dawsox, impropriate curate of Aghade, and vicar of Ballin.— Rev. Mr. K1xstra,
p. 2., of Ballin.—Mr. Micraer LeNON, miller and farmer.—Mr, Tromas Tomrinsox, farmer,

Trere are about 15 bastards in the parish, and none of them have any claim on it for
support ; they are greatly neglected by their fathers, who show no inclination to repair the
iniury they have done their mothers, by marriage, or by maintaining their offspring.  There
is no instance recollected of a mother destroying her illegitimate child, and desertion of them

is rare.
From time immemorial it ha_s been customary for women having bastards to apply at
petty sessions for wages to be given towards their support by the fathers.

The amount given varies from 37 to 4/, according to the promises and means of the
father. The award is never made until after the birth of the child.

The effect of this system of wages can with difficulty be ascertained, as we were unable
to compare the present state of the parish with its condition and moval feeling before the
introduction of the practice. However it may be, many women can be pointed out who
have had numerous children by different fathers. Mr. Kinsela can particularize more than
12 women under these eircumstances, all of whom have had more than one child.

A woman who has had many bastards does not on that account suffer any diminution
in the amount of wages assigned to her, nor is she ever visited with any kind of punish-
ment.

Public opinion is the only check on her unchastity; for though it occasionally happens
that such wonmen succeed in procuring husbands, the repugnance to them is very general
with both sexes, and is even extended to their child, who finds the same difficulty as his
mother in getting married ; nevertheless a bribe will sometimes overcome this antipathy to
the parent of an illegitimate child; and Mr. Kinsela quotes two cases, in one of which a
cabin with u piece of ground, in the other from 15/ to 20/. was offered with such a woman,
and speedily cbtained her a partner. He adds, that the union turned out most unfavour
ably.

The ouly thing necessary to procure an order for wages is an avowal of the putative
father, who is always summoned to attend the sessions, and a proof of some promise or
contract on his part. In these preliminaries her general character is in no way brought into
consideration. A second demand for the same purpose meets with no greater obstacle
than the first; although it is permitted to the man to disprove her statement, her oath alone
not being sufficient to preclude his defence. '

Much doubt exists as to whether the law gives the magistrate any power to punish the
reputed father should he be unable or unwilling to pay the wages ordered, which are gene-
rally in one sum and at once. The appeal to the law, which is made directly by the woman
at petty sessions, without the intervention of the churchwarden, inasmuch as the parish has
no interest whatsoever in the result, most generally exasperates and disgusts the father, and
cuts off every chance of his uniting himself to the woman. In some instances men under
such circumstances have left the country, and have been traced, some to England, and,
according to Mr. Dawson, even to America. If the mother fail to prove her assertions the
maintenance of her offspring devolves entirely upon herself; and her only remaining remedy
is the bringing an action by civil bill at quarter sessions, and recovering thereby the expense
she had incurred in the nursing the child.

When wages are not granted, the mother has little else left than begzing ; and the refusal of
the father to assist her has in some instances driven her to prostitution as a mode of support
for herself and child, on whom are thus entailed all the vices and immoralities of a vagrant
state; and in others, has led to threats or even to personal violence to the child or its father,
Amidst this state of things we cannot be surprised if privations are sometimes endured
which waterially injure the health of both mother and offspring.

Vice must have obtained a complete ascendency in the mind of a woman before she can
bring herself to the commission ofp crimes so unnatural as desertion or infanticide ; and it is
only just to suppose, that she who has been once guilty of cither one or the other, will not
GIIH never regain her lost self-respect, but be more prone to similar actions afterwards. We
could not learn that any woman here who had remained unmarried in early life had been
koown to get illegitimate children, in order to secure herself a maintenance in old age; and
although it was said that some women had sworn a rape against the father of their child
f°’. the purpose of inducing marriage, Mr. Lenon, when questioned expressly on the point,.
said, “ that he could not remember an example.”
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Persons who attended the Exanmination.

Licut. Jamus BaTrersey, magistrate, chief constable of police.—Rev. Mr. Broop, presbyterian
clergyman.—Mr. Roserr Browxe, secretary to the grand jury.——Mr. E. Burrer, magistrate.—
Mr. ByryE, 11 years in the employ of Mr. Coffee, brewer.—DMr. Jonx Corrre, malster and brewer,
-—Tuoaas Cox, esq., distiller and merchant.—Rev. MicrmazL DwyER, -. ¢, curate.—DMr. Sanuer,
HavcrTox, general merchant and storekeeper.—Mr. T. HavenTox, magistrate.—Apam Jacxk-
sON, esq.— STANBY JOIINSON, baker.—RoBrrT KENKA, labourer, in the employ of Mr. Coffee,
brewer.—Romerr Lawior, grocer~—Josern Lywxcm, working ecarpenter and builder.—Mr,
Frawcrs MonTeoMERTY, apothecary.—Right Rev. Dr. Noraw, r.c. bishop.—Mr. Meapn Nesprrr
Sroxz, physician.— Rev. Groree VERNON, rector of the parish.

Tuere are 50 illegitimate and foundlin_g children in this parish, 10 of whom are supported
byit. Mothers frequently desert their children. .

There is a woman at present in gaol for the offence, who was offered her liberty if she
would take the child, and refused. They also frequently destroy them. Lieutenant Bat-
tershy, 7. r., states that he held three inquests within the last 14 months on destroyed
children ; two of them were discovered by dogs, who had mangled them. They are some-
times found floating in the river ; one child was seen taken up in an eel net. The fathers
neglect the children, and never are known to marry the mothers, through any sense of
honour.

It is a common practice for women with bastards to apply for wages at the petty sesstons,
and has been the system for many years.

The amount awarded (never before the birth of the child) depends on the circumstances
of the father, never exceeding 6 [. late Irish currency ; the average is 4/. Many cases have
occurred of women having several illegitimate children, but seldom by different fathers
Their having more than one bastard makes no difference in the amount of wages awarded
to them ; nor have they ever been punished at petty sessions when making the application,
there being no law for the purpose.

No instance has occurred of young men wishing to marry such women for the sake of the
wages granted at petty sessions, the amount is so trifling. Girls who have had illegitimate
children find great difficulty in getting husbands; but a little money generally overcomes it.
Sometimes persons of the poorer classes are induced by the wealthier to marry such women,
by getting some pecuniary or other aid. Kenna and Byrne, labourers, know three instances
in Carlow; and Mr. Haughton mentions a person giving a cottage and a small garden, with
a sum of 10/, or 12/, to induce a labourer to marry under such circumstances. A labourer,
as he states, would have no objection, from his anxiety to get a * piece of ground.” The
feeling towards such women, by their own sex, is unfuvourable; and in the case of a bas-
tard, a farmer would have great reluctance to give his daughter to one, lest he may inherit
the bad qualities of his mother.

Before the reputed father is compelled to pay wages to the mother, proof of contract is
required as evidence, or promise of wages, supported by evidence or the confession of the
father; nor does the woman’s oath preclude proof to the contrary on the man’s part; and
before a decree is issued against the father, it wust be proved that he was summoned duly.
The general character of the woman does not interfere with her application, where facts are
proved. An order of payment within 10 days is issued.

In default of the reputed father paying the sum awarded (the whole of which must be
paid in 10 days), he is imprisoned for three months; but if it proceeds from inability, the
sentence is mitigated to a fortnight or three weeks. Application is never made to the
churchwarden by the mother; afways to the magistrate. The sentence has not, in any
instance, caused the father to abscond ; but in no case would the parish take charge of the
child. From the decisions made at petty sessions on these points, appeals have been fre-
quently made to the quarter sessions.

Very often women who have bastards are driven to hegging, and usually go out of their
parishes to beg; in this way they become inured to all the vices and miseries of a vagrant
life; in very many instances prostitution is the result; and it was considered that almost all
prostitution may be traced to that cause. An instance was told of a girl being driven from
her father’s house, and having no other means of support, while the children are almost
invariably brought up in vice. Three instances in this town where the children were reared
without education or religion. Besides, it is often the source of ill-feeling and of violence
when the father refuses to support the child.

“ 1,” (says Mr. Haughton) “ as 2 magistrate, have had frequently to commit women to
gaol for outrages on the person and property of the father.” _

The difficulty of supporting the child has not been often the cause of injuring the mother’s
health; but decidedly it destroys the children; the majority of them die in childhood.
Mr. Vernon states an instance of a young prostitate, 20 years of age, who has a child about
every year; they always die before they are six or seven months old.

The woman’s mind, before she can desert her child, has become degraded, and she her-
self more hardened. Mr. Vernon mentions a woman who was committed for trial on two
different occasions for infanticide.
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Persons who attended the Framination.

Rey. AnTnur Haxs ATKINSON, protestant curate.—Pmirir Baeyarr, esq., 7. r. Dunleckny.—
Hon. and Rev. Draw Derwarp, rector of Wells, West Idrone.—Mur. Parnick Bourcer, farmer,
Kilearrick.—Ropert Buxsury, shoemaker.—Mr. Wirtrias Comrnricax, postmaster.—JanEs
Davis, millwright and carpenter.—Mr. Dowring, brewer and grocer.—Joun Hawamaw,
labourer.—Lieut. Huen Hawxksmaw, chief constable of police.—Rev. Mr. Kenor, parish priest,
Leighlin, barony of West Idrone.—Mr. Ricmanp Keiog, merchant.—Mr. Jonx Lrrrie,
draper.—Tnodxas LiTToN, esq., Bagnalstown.—Rev. Mr, M<Manow, catholic curate of Wells,
West Idrone.—Joux MaGer, brewer and farmer, Leighlin, barony of West Idrone.—DMr. PaTrick
Moran, grocer and merchant, Leighlin—Wirriayx O'Neinr, esq.—Mr. Terence O'Nrervy, inn-
keeper and farmer, Leighlin.—Rev. Mr. AxprEw Puerax, roman-catholic coadjutor.—Colonel
Rocurort, magistrate, Clagrenan.—Rev. Samusr Rorents, parish priest, Leighlin,— SiN-
GLETON, esq., farmer and merchant.—Mlr. Parrick Tiemwey, grocer and farmer.—Mr. Hexry
WarsoN, general merchant, Leighlin,

Tue Rev. Mr. Atkinson says, ¢ there are three bastards;” and the Rev. Mr. Phelan
states, * that among the catholics there are six annually in the parish of Dunleckney ;” and
in the parish of Wells, Rev. Mr. Kehoe states, ““ that there are 20 annually, and the mothers
are frequently known to desert their illegitimate children.”

Very few mstances are known of men marrying the mothers of their illegitimate chiid en
through a sense of honour; but the Rev. Mr. Kehoe mentions one instance of a man who
married previous to the birth of the child.

Mr. Litton states an instance within the last six months, where the mother brought the
child and left it at the house of the father.

The Rev. Mr. Kehoe also knows two instances within the last 12 months; and the Rev.
Mr. Phelan mentions, that he has known three instances of infanticide within the last two

rears.

) The Rev. Mr. Kehoe stales an instance within the last 12 months, where a girl of 18
years of age delivered herself of a child in a field, and in 24 hours after, it was discovered
with a fracture in its skull; the murder could not be brought home to the mother, who
absconded immediately and has not since been heard of.

Colonel Rochfort says, “ that the mothers of illegitimate children are in the habit of
applying at the petty sessions for jvages, and that the amount granted to them by the
sessions is generally from 3/ to 47 a year, but varies according to circumstances and the
means of the father.”

Mr. Litton states an instance of a woman who died about two years since of cholera
i}'.)hat had four or five illegitimate children by three different fathers, two of whom are now

egging.
] hlr. Atkinson knows an instance of  woman who had three children by three different
athers,

“ The wages granted at the sessions are too small to be an inducement to marry the
%otllers of 1llegitimate children ; but even if larger, the men would be ashamed.”—(Mu.

itton.)

Colonel Rochfort says, “ that there is very little difference in the conduct of her neigh-
bours towards a girl who has had an illegitimate child under a promise of marriage, always
supposing her to have been deceived ; there is a feeling however against the bastard.”

r. Magee knows an instance of a father who refased his daughter to a man thus cir-
cumstanced, who otherwise would be an eligible match.

Mr. Atkinson knows a case where the friends of a young man were opposed to a match
because the girl was a bastard, although he ultimately married her.

Colonel Rochfort says,  Before granting wages at sessions to mothers of illegitimate
children, either a proof of contract, or a promise or confession on the part of the putative
father is required, and the oath of the woman does not preclude the offering of proof to the
contrary on the part of the man. The reputed father must be summoned, and service of
summons must be proved before an order is pronounced. The general character of the mother
1s taken into consideration, although a second application would be equally successful, the
wages being granted to her not as the mother, but as the nurse of the child; but after one
or two delinquencies, if the magistrates can obtain a strange nurse, they will give her the
preference. g

They consider they have the power to grant a warrant either against the man’s goods or
person; but in the event of his inability to pay, there is a doubt of their being authorized
to imprigon or punish him ; the amount of wages is usually awarded in one sum, bl_lt acconm-
modation is given to the parties to pay by weekly instalments or otherwise, according to the
means of the father. The granting of wages does not, but the intervention of the priest
often does, induce the reputed father to marry the mother of his illegitimate child.

Mr. Hawkshaw says, he is aware of several instances where such influence was exercised.

Mr. Magee knows an instance of an action having been brought b civil bill at the court
of quarter sessions for nureing, by the mother of an illegitimate child, against the reputed

ather, and a distress levied against his goods for the amount granted.
hen expelled by their families and the seducers do not marry them, those women who
have had illegitimate children are obliged to beg for their subsistence, and are sure to go
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away into strange parishes. Mr. Singleton knows an instauce which occurred this day of
a young woman and her parents threatening a man with violence if he did not marry her,
and he has promised to do so. ) _

The Rev. Mr. Kehoe says, “ It is usual with women not only to threaten but actually to
swear a rape against the reputed father, in order to induce him to marry, and that on
an average they succeed in their object in half the number of cases.’ o

Mr. Hawkshaw states two instances as coming under his own knowledge within the last
pine months. In the one, the boy married the woman, but within four months subsequent]
deserted her. In the other, the man is in prison under the charge; but from circumstances
which have transpired, very little doubt is entertained, but that the grand jury will ignore
the bill.

Persons who attended the Eramination.

Mr. Jaymrs Byrwe, farmer.—Mr. Parrick Byrye, farmer.—RoserT DoywE, esq., 5. v—Mr. Jonx
Finw, farmer.—Mr. Gataviy, farmer.—Licutenant Huen Hawsmaw, catholic curate.—Rev.
Mr. Kavexacn, parish priest of St. Mullins.—Mr. Toosas Mureny, farmer.—Rev. James
Saunpens, vicar of Claragoose.—Rev. Mr. Warsu, parish priest of Borris.—Mr. Gronce
Wrrryey, brewer and farmer.—Jony Wircocks, esq., surgeon.

Tue parish never provides for the maintenance of illegitimate children, of which the
number at present is about six. None of the witnesses can recollect an instance where a
woman has deserted her bastard, although she generally experiences much difficulty in pro-
curing any assistance from the father, and is often obliged, according to Mr. Kavenagh, to
have recourse to the extreme step of leaving the child in the father’s house, when he either
allows her a sum of money, or procures a nurse to take her place. It is seldom that a man
thinks himself bound to repair the injury which he has done to the woman whom he has
seduced, by offering her marriage at a subsequent period. The Rev. Mr. Kavenagh states,
that his persuasions have not succeeded in bringing about such a reparation in more than
two or three instances.

Many women, after having vainly endeavoured to obtain assistance from the fathers of
their illegitimate children, make application at the petty sessions to be allowed wages, as
nurses, and it has been the practice from time immemorial to award them sums, varying in
some degree, according to the circumstances of the man, but in general averaging about
4 (. per annum. * This was the sum,” says Mr. Doyne, ““ which was given in a case that
was brought before the bench about six weeks ago.” Under this system some women have
had several bastards in succession, and one woman is mentioned who has borne four to the
same father. The magistrates have not the power of inflicting any punishment on a woman
who makes an application of the nature described, and although she should have repeatedly
become a mother, they are not authorized, on that account, to make any difference in the
amount adjudged to her. It has never been observed, that the money granted as wages
has induced a young man to propose marriage to a girl in the receipt of it. The Rev. Mr.
Saunders, however, observes, that he recollects a case where an elderly man showed much
inclination to unite himself to a woman under such circumstances, and was with dffﬁcult.y
dissuaded by the priest from doing so. He justified his intention by saying, that as it was
he had nobody to wash his linen. In general, girls who have had illegitimate children are
slow in getting married, and there is hardly an instance where even the promise of money
from an individual of a higher class has succeeded in getting them a husband. Mr. Doyne
is only able to mention one case where such an inducement was laid hold of: A gentleman,
who bad had a child by a young woman, gave her 20l to procure herself a husband; a
tradesman proposed and promised marriage, but after getting foa.ns from time to time, until
her fortune was exhausted, he refused to fulfil his engagement, and on her remonstrating
with him he beat her most violently. He was subsequently committed, and fined for the
assault. The prevalent feeling towards a woman who has misconducted herself, is one of
pity and commiseration ; her indiscretion is visited rather more severely upon her offspring,
and there are few farmers that would not be unwilling to give their daughter to a man that
had not been bom in wedlock. A woman who seeks an award of wages applies directly to .
the petty sessions, without having recourse to the churchwarden; she is required, besides
her own oath, to produce some corroborative proof of a promise having been made to her
by the man to whom she imputes her child, to allow her something to meet the expenses to
be incurred by her in nursing it. At the same time, the man is allowed to disprove her
assertions by any evidence in his power, and he is always summoned to meet her when the
case is to be heard. As general character is, in some measure, taken into consideration in
these cases, a second application by the same woman is by no means as likely to meet with
success as the first. IfP a man be unable to pay the sum decreed by the bench, the magis-
trates cannot proceed against his person; but if he have any property, they can issue an
order of distraint against his goods. The sum is generally ordered to be paid before the next
court-day, under the penalty mentioned. The payment of it has never been found so onerous
as to force the father to compromise it by marriage; and only one instance is known where
a man has absconded, in order to elude it.

It is mnot the custom here for women to bring actions at the quarter sessions for the re-
covery of expenses incurred in nursing illegitimate children.

In the instances where wages have not been granted in this barony, the mother has con-
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#inued to support her chilc_i W?thout being driven either to I:_iegging or prostitution, but not
without the occasional exhibition of muc resentment against her seducer. *“ One girl,”
says Mr. Hawkshaw, “ who ha{J ll?ld two children by t_he same man,‘thl‘eatened to burn his
cabin and premises. The man indicted her, but he failed in procuring a true bill from the

grand jury.”

Persons who attended the Examination.

Captain CanrTerR.—Reverend G. Dawsox, late curate of Tullow.—RozerT DovwE, esq. J. p.—
Mr. Dwyer, farmer.—Major Eusrace, 5.p.—NMr. Tnomas GERMAINE, draper and farmer.—
Reverend BErrsrorD JoHNsTON, rector,—James Kerrey, mason.--PATRICK M‘ANABY,
labourer.—LawreNce MuRrrny, carpenter.—Mr. LawrENcE Mureny, innkeeper and farmer.—
James Neir, labourer.—Reverend Tmomas NorLaw, p.p., administrator.—Mr. Joun Norax,
farmer.—JouN PAv~E, esq. M.p.—Mr. Micuaer Roacme—Mr. Joun WaALEY, grocer.—
Captain WHELAN, J. P.

Tue number of bastards in the parish is about seven or eight annually; but at present
it does not support any. Mothers do not frequently desert their illegitimate children,
though Dr. Payne knew one case in the last year and a half, and Mr. Nolan four within
the last four years, They do not generally destroy their children; but Mr. Nolan knew
three cases in which they did through fear of exposure of character during the last three
years; one was strangled and another smothered. A feeling of honour docs not induce
subsequent marriage. Mr, Nolan has three cases at this moment who refuse marriage; one
of them, notwithstanding promises and the consent of parents, and even the banns being

ublished.

E The system of women applying with bastards for wages at petty sessions is common ; the
amount usually granted in such cases is about 3Z per annum ; the time such a system
has been in operation is beyond recollection. Wages are never awarded before the birth
of the child ; the amount given is not always the same; it generally varies according to the
contract or promise of the reputed father. Since the system of allowing wages, many cases
have occurred of women having several illegitimate children, and by different fathers.
Mr., Germain knew one woman who had five children by five different fathers.; Dr. Payne
knew a case of seven children by seven different fathers ; Captain Carter, of four children by
four different fathers ; and the Rev. Mr. Nolan knew 10 women baving three or four chil-
dren each, and each child by different fathers. No punishment is inflicted on the applicant
for wages, nor is any difference in the amount awarded made on the ground of applicant
having had more than one illegitimate child. None of the young men have evinced any
anxiety to marry such women for the suke of benefiting by the wages; on the contrary,
such girls find great difficulty in procuring husbands. Individuals of the poorer class are
frequently influenced by persons of higher station to contract marriages with such charac«
ters, who are despised by every one. ng. John Nolan knew a case where the labourer who
married had Go /. per annum settled on the woman ; she is since dead, and her husband at
present 1s a mendicant. Mr. Germain knew two or three cases. Dr. Payne stated a case
where a farm was given to each of two brothers; the one mairied the mother, and the other
her illegitimate child. All present allowed the system to be prevalent. A small farmer
would not give his daughter to a bastard unless tempted by some considerable advantages.
Hr. Germamn knew at present an instance of a father refusing his daughter under such cir-
cumstances. The evidence required by the sessions is a proof of some promise or contract
by the fatherg; the oath of the woman does not preclude any oath to the contrary offered
by the man. The reputed father is always summoned to attend the sessions, and the general
character of the woman is not regarded : a second application of the woman is successful.
The powers of the magistrate to punish the father in case of refusal to pay such wages are
‘doubtful ; the amount given or awarded is usually paid in quarterly instalmeuts. The
fathers occasionally abscond when the wages are ordered ; in such case the support falls
upon the mother, not the parish. Dr. Payne stated a case within his own knowledge in
which a child was deserted by its mother and discovered at the door of a cabin; it was sup-
ported by voluntary coutributions forio days, when it died. Women have brought actions
by civil iill at the quarter sessions for nursing, and recovered.

Women with bastard children are generally compelled to resort to begging, and then quit
their own parish, which inures the children to all tllze immoralities of a vagrant life. The dif
ficulty of supporting herself and children fréquently drives a woman to prostitution, in
which case the children are necessarily brought up and continue in vice ; the refusal of the
reputed father to maintain the child frequently leads toill-will between the parties. Captain
Carter stated an instance of the burning of a house aud haggard, Mr. Germain of windows
‘being broken, and Dr. Payne mentioned a dwelling-house being set on fire. The difficulty
of suﬁporting the child frequently injures the mother’s health, and from the scanty provision
the child often suffers. ;

The state of mind into which a mother is brought before she destroys or deserts her child
must be highly immoral, and even afterwards it causes her to be less careful of human life.
Rev. Mr. Nolan stated a case where a woman co-operated with ler daughter to desu'py
an illegitimate offspring of the latter ; and Mr. John Nolan added, that was the second child
-to which the woman had given birth. )

A woman under such circumstances, of course, loses all self-respect, and the habit of con-
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Captain White.
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Bar. Ratheilly.
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Union.

Bar. Carbery.

Par. Custledermot
Union.

Bar. Kilkea and
Maone.

dueting herself correctly in her relations in life. Women often have illegitimate children
at orafter 40 years of age ; and James Neil has heard beggars declare that when they could
not get married, they had such children for the purpose of supporting them in age. Marriage
is frequently induced from the women threatening to sweara rape against the father. James
Neil remembered ten cases within the last five or six years; one man, he said, did marry
under such a threat, but soon afterwards deserted his wife; and he saw a young man who
preferred going to Carlow gaol, rather than marry, under the threat.

Rev. B. Johnston thought it was as common for a woman to act so, as for the sun to
shine, and recollected many iustances where marriage had, in ‘consequence, actually taken

place.

Persons who attended the Ezamination.

James Bayxe, publican and farmer.—Very Rev. Mr. FLavacav.—Epwanp Marxs, labourer.—
Parrick Murvany, tillage farmer.—J. H. NANGLE, esq. J. r., resident country gentleman.—
Rev. Eveesxe O'Rerry, catholic curate.—Rey. Mr. PALMER, protestant rector.

Tur Rev. Mr. Flanagan states, that in the six parishes under his care, with a population

- of 5,000, there is not on an average more than one bastard born every year. If the parents

are kuown, the parish does not support them. The mothers sometimes desert, but in rare
instances destroy the children. The fathers often neglect the children; a feeling of honour
has frequently induced them to marry the mother.

The system of applying for wages at pett{ sessions has commenced lately.

Wages are not given before the birth of the child, except where the promise of a definite
sum has been proved. Mr. Nangle says, when a child has been sworn to a man, he generally
consents to pay something to its support, which is regulated by the magistrate, according
to the means of the father of the child. There are some few instances in which the father
refuses to give anything : the magistrates have no power to enforce it. The amount of
vr?ges varies according to the means of the father; the maximum 37 per year, the minimum
11 4s.

A4young man of the lowest class would feel degraded by marrying a woman who had had
an illegitimate child by another. James Marks says, “ No Irishman would demean himself
by such anact.” Girls who have had bastards seldom can get any one to marry them
except those men by whom they were seduced ; they are looked on as degraded persons,
and scarcely associated with. James Marks says, they “ are generally looked down on.”

" Bastards ave looked on in the same view; a small farmer would refuse a match with a

bastard. .

The woman’s oath is generally attended to; the man usually admits the paternity, on the
oath of the mother.

Mr. Nangle, J. p. says the magistrates have no power to punish the reputed father, if he
should think proper to refase wages. The payment is usually made weekly or quarterly; if
neglected, the magistrates usually enforce it to the amount of his promise. There are few
instances of application to the magistrates to enforce payment. After doing so, marriage
seldom takes place. No application is ever made to the churchwardens. The mother in-
variably supports the child whether she receives assistunce or not. Actions for nursing
have been brought against the father at the quarter sessions, as well as applications at petty
sessions ; when the father has engaged a woman to nurse his child, so much as 67 have
been recovered at petty sessions.

Women are obliged to beg if wages are not granted, and they always beg at a distance
from home; they may return when they think their misconduct forgotten.

The children generally become vagrants, and their mothers are sometimes driven to prosti-
tution.

The refusal of the father to support the child often leads to great disputes, and sometimes
to senous outrages. ;

The necessity of begging often injures the health both of the mother and the child.

Persons who attended the Examination.

RoBERT ARCHBOLD, esq. magistrate.—BRryay BouLeEr, labourer.—Mr. Jony Corcorax, farmer.—
" Taoxas Dorax, labourer.—Rev. Laurexce Dunsz, parish priest of Castledermot and Timolin.—
Mr, Joux Duxne, farmer.—Rev. R. L. Fitzgibbon, parish curate of Castledermot.—Rev. ArcH-
norp Hamrroy, vicar of Castledermot.—Joxx Hurcainsow, farmer.—Mr. Syrvester Krivy,
farmer.—Micmarn Kroen, farmer—Mr, Tromas Mac Dowarp, farmer.—Mr. Jamzs Mac
Donarp, farmer.—Mr. Parnick Macrara, farmer.—NMr. Davier. M<Lovenriy, farmer.—Rev.
Epwarp Murrry, catholic curate.—Mr. Jouy MureryY, farmer.—Joux Mureny, farmer.—
Cruanres Near, farmer—Georce Pavws, esq.—James PavyNe—Mr. Epwarp Scurry (who
took the census of this parish).—Mrcrmazr SryvLes, farmer.

Tue parish never provides, directly or indwrectly, for the support of illegitimate children.
Child desertion is of rare occurrence; but Mr. Archbold mentions a case of it which came
under his notice about a year ago ; the mother left the child at the house of its repu}:ed

father,
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father, but when she was brought before the magistrates she consented to take it back, and
<she has since deserted it. Still more rare is infanticide ; but the suspicions of the neigh-
bourhood have been awakened as to that crime, twice within the last three or four years, by
the discovery of the remains of two chi]drep at different periods. The fathers of illegiti-
mate children generally neglect them, and it very seldom occurs that a feeling of honour
induces them to marry the mother. .

The system of applying for wages at the Fetty sessions, in the case of women who have
bastards, is not very common. Mr. Archbold remarks, that sometimes six months intervene
between applications of the kind. ) _

Wages are never given before the birth of the child, the amount granted, varying ac-
cording to the condition of the rc_:puted father, and many other circumstances, depends
chiefly on the agreement entered into by the man. * I consider,” says Mr. Archbold,
¢ that the magistrate has no power to grant wages, it must be the father who does so,
and in the event of his not fulfilling his promise, the bench then enforees the contract he
has made.”

In the greater proportion of cases where wages have been demanded, the applicant has
had a plurality of children, and often by different fathers.—(Rev. Mr. Hamilton.)
¢« [ know this instant,” observes Mr. Archbold, “ four instances where women have had
three children each by different men;” and Mr. Fitzgibbon mentions a case perfectly
similar.

The magistrates have not the power to inflict any punishment on women who seek for an
award of wages, not even when they have had several bastards; nor would this latter circum-
stance warrant them in making any difference in the sum to be adjudged.

No instance is known where a young man has been tempted to marry a girl who has
had an illegitimate child, for the purpose of benefiting by the wages allowed by the ses-
sions, and in general such girls experience great difliculty in procuring themselves hus-
bands ; the witnesses cannot mention a case where an incﬁvidual of the poorer class has
been influenced by persons of a higher grade to unite himself to the mother of a bastard.
“ These women are looked upon by the generality, at least of their own sex, with feelings
of pity and contempt; and a respectable small farmer would object to give his daughter to
her offspring, unless some great and peculiar advantages were to be gained.”

When a woman seeks for an award of wages for the nursing an illegitimate child, it is
required that she shall prove either that the father has promised to allow her a certain sum
for that purpose, or else that he has actually paid her something on account; her assertion,
however, on oath is not sufficient to determine the sentence of the bench ; he is permitted to
produce evidence in disproof, and he is always summoned to attend at the sessions for the
purpose; the general character is notat all taken into consideration, and a second appli-
cation on her part meets with the same snccess as the first, if she can make good her
statements.

If the reputed father be unwilling to pay the wages ordered by the magistrates, there is
ne mode of compelling him other than by 1ssuing a warrant of distraint against his goods,
inother cases of refusal to pay wages; according to the capability of the father, the order of
the bench distinguishes that payment shall be made either in one sum or in several weekly
instalments, and it has never been found that the pressure thus occasioned has compelled
the man to compromise the matter by marriage ; but there are many instances where it has
been evaded by the absconding of the defendant. Mr. Archbold says, “ thatin his own
immediate recollection six cases have occurred where the fathers have absconded ; and it is
his opinion that the greater number of persons so circumstanced adopt the same course.”
Mr. Archbold and the other witnesses have never heard of a woman bringing an action at
q;l.uil;jter sessions for the recovery of wages due on account of nursing an illegitimate
child.

When wages are not granted, women that have bastards are in many instanees compelled
to have recourse to begging, in the absence of any other means of subsistence for themselves
and offspring. When driven to such extremities, they generally quit their own parishes,
and wander about distant parts of the country, and in this manner their children that
accompany them become inured to ali the immoralities that arise from such a mode of life.
It is remarkable that, notwithstanding the difficulties which many women experience in
maintaining their illegitimate offspring, no instance has occurred in these parishes where
any of them have become prostitutes in consequence; at the same time the refusal of the
father to assist them always leads to ill-will, and often to outrage; women are continually
brought before the magistrates charged with assaulting, breaking the windows, &c. of men

. from whom they have Deen unable to obtain any aid. In other cases, though the effects of
penury are not to be traced in the mother, they soon render themselves abundantly evident
w the child, whose health suffers materially from the want of sufficient clothing and
nourishment. In answer to the question whether it was usual for women to threaien an
accusation of rape against the men whom they wished to obtain for husbands, Mr. Archbold
replied that it was “ very common ;” he knew a woman who had sworn to five such charges ;
and no later than three months ago, a woman who was making application for wages,
observed, “ Please your honour, I intended to have made a hanging businessof it.” The man
who is accused was subsequently advised by his landlord to marry her.

The witnesses consider that the state of mind at which a woman must arrive before she
can bring herself to desert her child, must be of the most immoral and debasing nature : from
her who is hardened enough to commit such an act, very little regard for human life is to be
expected on other occasions, and there can be little doubt that she would become a bad
member of society in every particular,
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Persons who attended the Examination.

Curistorrer Apans, labourer.—Capt. BrREN~ AN, chief constable of police.—Tmoxas Brennaw,
labourer.—Mr. Jastes Byrwe, miller.—Rev. Mr, CAvLrIzLD, protestant rector.—Jory Crarx,
labourer.—Mr. Manriy Conxeron, farmer.—Prrer Conrnicax, labourer.—Mr. PaTrick Cos-
GRAVE, shopkeeper and farmer.—Micmazsr CosTELLO, labourer.—Mr, Parrick Currey, farmer.
—TroMas M‘DerMorT, labourer.—Micuarr Fracax, labourer.—Mr. Jonn Girricaw, farmer,
—Mr. Epwarp Goopwiy, postmaster.—Jory Gorwmox, labourer.—Mr, Joww Hackerr, shop-
keeper.—Mr. Parrrck Havieax, shopkeeper.— Rev. Frawcis Hery, parish priest.—Epwarp
Horsox, labourer.— Mr. Amsrost Hucues, shopkeeper.— PaTrick Irvine, labourer.—Mr,
Daxier Kearvey, shopkeeper.—THoMas KEARNEY, esq., J. ».—Mr. Parrick Luse, shop.
keeper.—Mr. James Macratu, shopkeeper.—Mr. James Mavaax, shopkeeper.—Mr. Tiomas
Murray, farmer,—MicraeL Neviy, labourer.—Mr. Jases O'Smavennessy, innkeeper.—Mr,
Joun TPower, farmer.—Jomn Raricaw, labourer.—Mr. Micmarn Rruinvy, shopkeeper.—
Mr. James RerLiy, schoolmaster of National School.—Mr. Tmomas Roninsow, shopkeeper.
—Parrick Sarry, labourer,—Mr. Ricnarp Wapg, farmer.—Mr. Joserin WaLker, farmer,

Tu e number of bastards in the parish is about three annually, none of whom are supported
by it. Mothers do not often desert their children, and very seldom destroy them; but Mr.
lgeamy recollects within the last 18 months a case of infanticide. The fathers of illegitimate
children mostly neglect them, and neither love nor honour induces them to marry the
mother.

[t is the custom to apply to the magistrates to get something from the reputed father, and
3. per annum is usually granted. But as the mothers are not in general willing o give up
the child, a bargain is struck between the reputed father and mother for a certain sum,
perhaps 2 . or 3. at once, giving up all further claims. Wages are never awarded before
the birth of the child, nor is the same sum always given, it depends upon the power and
inclination of the reputed father to pay, but chiefly on his inclination.

Mr. Kearny states, ““ I recollect one woman having two children by different men, and
another very profligate woman with four children by the same man.” There is no punish-
ment for such women. < If they have a dozen,” says Mr. Kearny, “we can only tell them
they are great fools for their pains.”

There 1s no difference made in the sum awarded to the woman, whether she applies for a
first child or for u subsequent one, she always gets whatever can be got, but this sum is too
trifling to induce any man to marry her. There are some instances where persons of the
lower classes have been induced by persons of the higher orders to marry girls who had ille-
gitimate children. Mr, Hughes says, I know an instance at this moment of a man marry-
ing a woman for the sake of a cottage and four acres of land that are settled on her;” but
in general such women find great difficulty in getting husbands. Yet they are looked upon
witli pity by their own sex, supposing them to have been seduced under promises. Thereis
an impression also against marrying bastards, but if otherwise eligible, birth would not be
considered. The evidence reqllireJ'at petty sessions is the woman’s oath, with some corro-
boration or admission of the father. But Mr. Kearny states, ““the woman usually applies
a month or six weeks before confinement, and makes oath as to the father; and on her
delivery she aEplies for a summons, whereon the man is ordered to attend, and the best
arrangement the magistrates can make is entered into.” The oath of the woman, however,
does not preclude any contradictory testimony on the part of the man. As to the powers of
the magistrates to enforce the payment of sums awarded, Mr. Kearny considers them doubt-
ful; and Captain Brenan says, ““ If the father has ever been known to pay any portion on
account, then he considers the whole agreement can be enforced.”

The amount given is sometimes in one sum, but more frequently Dy instalments every
%uarter or half year, although a bargain is made for a specific sum in lien of all demands.

he acknowledgment of the reputed father is not required to enforce wages, if other satis-
factory proof were given. The woman makes her application direct to the bench, and not
throngh the churchwarden. In this parish there has Eeen no instance of the father abscond~
ing on account of the sum awarded.

omen with bastards, when wages are not granted, very often beg, and generally leave
the neighbourhood ; for, as Mr. Kearny observes, * the father, mother and family often
turn them out;” but the natural consequence is prostitution, particularly if they be well
looking ; and Mr. Kelly states, “ I knew the daughter of a publican who, after having
a child, went to Dublin, and became 2 common prostitute ; another instance also, a farmer’s
daughter, who also turned on the town.” The refusal of the man to support the child often
is the source of great contention. Mr. Reilly says, “ [ know a young man who is constantly
annoyed by a woman breaking his windows and committing other oufrages.” The health of
both mother and child suffers from want in many cases. = Mr. Kearny says, « they gene-
rally look pale and sickly.”

The woman that wuulg, desert her child must have been degraded to the most immoral
condition. It has never been assigned as a reason for women having illegitimate children,
that they look to these children as a means of support in their old age; yet Mr. Reilly
states “ that there are three instances in his neighbourhood of bastards supporting their
mothers.” <1 believe,” says Mr. Healy, “ it is a very frequent occurrence fgr a woman
to swear a rape against a man to induce marriage, and | remember two or three instances of

: such
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such threats, but in none of these cases did it succeed; but I know two cases where it did
succeed, and both men immediately after marriage absconded and emigrated to Ame-
rica.” Mr. Kearny states, ‘“ A woman, about last March, swore a rape before me against
a man; he was arrested and sent to gaol ; but she quitted the countr‘y, and did not pro-
secute ; for anything that appeared before the bench, it was supposed her inducement was

money.”

Persons who attended the Examination.

Rev. Mr. BourxE, protestant rector.—Rev. Mr. BrexaN, parish priest.—Micuaer Byrwe,
labourer.— Mr. Janes Dixox, farmer.—Dr. WiLntan Goprrrey Dyas.—Perer Exwis, farmer.
—NMr. Jou~ Facav, huckster—Mr. Joux Farrerr,bakerand farmer.—RoserT Firzernarn,
esq. J. p.—Rev. Patrick Firzearnick, roman-catholic curate.—Dr. JaMmes Frrzsimoxs, a. p,
—Wirrtam Froop, farmer—Mr. WirL1aM GARDENER, huckster.—Wirriam Gore, labourer
and small farmer.~PaTrick Goumay, mason.—Right Hon. Lord HERBERTON.—Mr. JanES
Hyxes, farmer.- OweN Kavaxacn, labourer—WiLriam Kavavacn, farmer.—DMr. TroMAS
Kervy, large farmer.—Joscen Lee, blacksmith and publican.—Par Lee, farmer. —Mr. Jaaes
M‘KENNa, parochial schoolmaster.—Mr. Pat Mavoxg, butcher,—Mr, Micnaet Myrop, farmer
and innkeeper.— GEORGE Piw, esq., 3. p—Jony Piy, esq., J. P.—Epwanp J. TowNsexD, chief
constable of police.

Tue number of bastards in the parish is about six, and they are not supported by it.
The mothers sometimes desert them. Lord Herbertun recollects three instances in
the last 12 years; but the impression on his mind is that there were more. The fathers
almost invariably neglect them. “ I have had many women coming to me on that
account.”—(Lord Herberton.) Honour does not induce the father to marry the mother
of the child; and Dr. Dyas states, “ Women have often applied to me to procure abortion;
1 know four or five instances this moment in the parish.”

Women who have had bastards apply to the petty sessions for wages; but having been
told that there is no remedy without proof of previous agreement, they have applied but
seldom lately.

Wages are never awarded before the birth of the child ; but Lord Herberton and Mr. Fitz-
gerald state that an affidavit is often administered, at the desire of the father, to satisfy him
that the child is his, and that the woman has not been inconstant. The sum usually
granted as wages amounts to about from 30s. to 3. per annum ; and it is only granted as
an acknowledged debt for services performed in nursing ; the power of the magistrates does
not %o beyond.—(Lord Herberton, Mr. Pim and Mr. Fitzgerald.)

The system of allowing wages to women who have had illegitimate children has not been
known to induce women to habits of vice ; but the Rev. Mr. Bourne observes, “ Although
the system of allowing wages may not have been the cause, I know a woman in this parish
who has had three or four illegitimate children.”

The wages granted at sessions have not induced any persons to marry such women.
There is a strong feeling against such marriages, such women being held in contempt, even
by their own sex.

The evidence required to obtain wages is of the same sort as would be required of farm
work done.—(Lord H. and all witnesses.)

If the father should refuse to pay, the magistrates possess the same power as in other cases
of distraining goods, although, 1n default of his possessing any, they do not consider they
have the power of imprisoning. This mode of punishing of the father has not been known
to have induced any to marry the mother; but it frequently happens that the father makes
his election of taking the®child, rather than pay wages for nursing. Mr. Pim says,
“ [ have had two cases before me where the fathers absconded and went to America.”

There are numerous instances of those women being driven to begging; but the children
often take a dislike to the parent, and turn tolabour. It is often the custom with women to
Swear rapes against men, in order to induce them to marry; and the magistrates present
stated their knowledge of several such instances, in some of which the men were induced
to marry, and in others they entered into some compromise.

Persons who attended the Ezxamination.

Rev. Mr. O'Beiryz, v, p.—Lavearuiy M‘Cax, clerk of petly sessions,.—Rev. Dr. Crawrorp, rector
and 3. 2.—Mr. FarreLL, considerable farmer,—Mr, GrEGG, considerable farmer.—Jonn Hic-
G1xs, labourer.—Jony Kerre, labourer,

THERE were last year six bastards born in the parish, but the average does not exceed
three; the mothers are of the poorer, the fathers of the wealthier classes. They are not
supported by the parish. All deserted children are believed to be illegitimate. No instance
of infanticide was known. One woman was lately charged with it ang acquitted. A feeling
of honour frequently induces marriages before the birth of the child.

'_The petty sessions are held here for a district including the parishes of Killoe and Clon-
guish, with part of Temple Michael and Ballymacormick. The magistrates do not adjudge
“a;ges to the mother of a bastard, unless where a specific agreement has been proved ltgr 3
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third person. The amount has generally been 10s. a quarter. The number of applicants
last year was four, in former years six or eight ; the decrease being merely accidental,

There has been only one case of a woman who had four illegitimate children by different
fathers.

No punishment is ever inflicted on the applicant for wages. She always obtains the
amount specified in the agreement proved.

No young men have been influenced by the wages granted to marry the mother of an
illegitimate child. The person marrying her is looked on as devoid of all feeling. Some
few, however, are influenced by persons of a higher rank to do so, but always by a great
temptation. Next to ** guager’s spy,” bastard is the strongest term of reproach. There is
a decided objection to marrying one. ]

The proceeding to obtain wages is the same as for any ordinary small debt.

Mr. O’B had seen beggar women with illegitimate children, but did not know
whether they were born before or since she had been reduced to mendicancy.

Such persons would beg in a strange place. He had known such persons also become

rostitutes, but could nat say whether necessity or inclination drove them to it. Dr.C—
Ead heard women declare that such necessity drove them to })‘l‘()'.s_tl tution, and was sure thag
if any other provision were made for them many would abandon it. The child often suffers
from scareity of the provision which the mother can afford it. ) o
Dr. C had been 30 years in the parish, and never knew of a case of infanticide,

Persons who attended the Ervamination.

Mr. Perer CorcoraX, grocer and general retailer,— —— Kirway, esq. s b,.—Parnick Macuire,

day labourer.— —— MoNTGOMERY, churchwarden.—Troyas Moxuan, farmer, and proprietor
of cabins in the town, occupied by labourers.—Mr. Jonx Murracn, cloth-merchant.—Rev.
Mr. Rosixnsown, rector, and 5. p.—Rev. Mr. SHERIDAN, J. P.— —— THoMPSON, es(., I.P.

Trnere are about three or four bastards born each year in the town; they are never
supported by the parish. All deserted children are supposed to be illegitimate. Neither
Mr. R , during 20 years residence, nor any of the witnesses, knew of a case of infan-
ticide. The fathers of illegitimate children are seldom disposed to grant sufficient support,
unless compelled by law. Rev. Mr. 8 knew many instances of marriage previous to
the birth of the child; few after. The fathers are after compelled to marriage, by the threat
of a prosecution for rape.

There are three or four cases of applicants for wages at the petty sessions for the barony
of Granard. Wages are not adjudged uniess the mother can prove by a third person a
specific agreement for the sum sought, upon which a decree is made.

The general rate is 47. per annum until the child is about two years old. The sum is
not varied according to the eircumstances of the father. This practice has been always
usual here.

The proportion of illegitimate children has not been increased by the custom of granting
wages ; nor has any instance occurred of a woman having several such, though there is no
power to inflict punishment upon her. )

None of the witnesses had ever known the mother of an illegitimate child married on
account of the wages. They scarcely ever get a husband where they are known, and gene-
rally leave the district; if their friends can afford it, they are glad to give them money and
get rid of the shame they bring on them. Rev. Mr. S Tiad known them obtain hus-
bands after several years of a moral and industrious life, but never otherwise, except persons
as profligate as themselves. Few are influenced by the higher classes to marry such women.
There was no instance in this town; and it must be very unfrequent anywhere, as the man
who does so is considered to disgrace himself. The stigma on the bastard is indelible.
There is the strongest objection to contract marriage with him.

If an agreement be proved the magistrates have no power to refuse wages.

The reputed father has never been known to be driven, hy the order for wages, to marry
the mother. He is generally in good circumstances, and can afford to pay; if not he leaves
the country. In this case the mother supports the child. :

Women with bastard children are often compelled to beg; and Mr. S has known
them to resort to an adjoining county for that purpose, to avoid the shame of applying for
wages. It is probuble that they may be driven to prostitution, or much ill feeling is excited
between the parties when the mother fails in obtaining wages. Infanticide is not known.

Persons who attended the Examination.

Troxas Burke, farmer, who holds 20 acres of land, and occasionally labours himself. —Rev. Mr.
O'Frrracr, p. p.—CurisrorHER GEEHAN, day-labourer.—Rev. Mr, PoweLy, protestant curate.—
Rev. Mr. Price, wesleyan clergyman.—MicuaeL SuANLEY, schoolmaster, surveyor, and occa-
sionally labourer for hire.—VaALENTINE SKIPTON, €sq., J. P.—RoBERT WrLsox, middle landlord.

Tae bastards in this parish amounted only to three in number for the last 11 years,
according to the testimony of the priest, none of whom were supported by the parish, nor
have
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have any been deserted or destroyed by their mothers. The fathers would be ever willing to
throw the support on the mothers. Some men have been known to marry women after they
had proved pregnant; but instances of pregnancy before marriage were very rare in this

parish. o

The applications to the petty sessions for wages by women with bastards have amounted
only to four in the last three years, in a district including four parishes. Mr. Skipton has
given the following account of the arrangements usually adopted in such cases:

The woman is vequired to prove by her own ocath that the defendant is the father of the
child, and also that he has in some degree assumed the support of the child by promise or
by giving money ; proof of the contrary offered by the father is not preciuded. The smallest
reasonable sum for nursing the child is awarded to the mother, who keeps the child till
weaned ; if the father takes it, then the wages cease. If the woman can prove no under-
taking of the father, the matter is referred to quarter sessions. Punishment has not been
inflicted on the woman applying for wages. No instance of a second application by a
woman has taken place in this district ; nor has any man seemed anxious to marry a woman
for the wages allowed at sessions. Guls who have had illegitimate children, because the
scandal is so great, go to England or America. There is but one instance in the parjsh of
a girl in such circumstances having got a husband, and he is an Englishman and pensioner,
who seems not to feel the disgrace very sensitively. In the case of-‘inability or reluctance
on the father’s part to pay, the treatment is the same by the magistrates as in ordinary cases
for wages.

There has been no instance in the district of the order for wages, or the punishment on
disobedience of it, having driven the father to marry the woman, nor to abscond, it having
so happened that in the cases occurring in this district, the father had o stake in the parish.

No application has been made to the churchwarden previous to applying to petty. sessions..

Two instances in the parish were adduced of women having been driven to beggary by hav-
ing bastards, but none to prostitution.

 Persons who aitended the Eramination.

Mr. Cansry, general merchant.—Mr. Dwyer, churchwarden.—Mr. Gaxsy, baker, grocer and
spirit dealer.—Rev. Mr. Hupsoxn.—Mr. Kzevagn, baker.—Rev. Mr. KenveDy, presbyterian
minister.—Rev, Mr. O'Doxocuoz, roman-catholic clergyman.—Mr. WiLLiams, town-serjeant and
under agent to Lord Longford.

Tar number of hastards in the parish is not known, but the average number born each
year among the resident population is about three or four, and as many more among the
vagrants ; this does not include deserted children, who are almost always bastards. q[‘hey
are never supported by the parish. Infanticide very rarely, if ever, occurs, Mr. Kennedy
has been 16, Mr. O’Donoghue six, and Mr. Carbry four years in the parish, and none of
them have ever known an instance. The fathers of illegitimate children always neglect
them unless compelled to provide for them.

A feeling of honour frequently induces marriage while the woman is pregnant. Many
are induced to marry from the fear of being charged with rape. This threat is commonly
held out; and Mu. (.‘}},arbry states, that three or four men charged with rape are acquitted on
these grounds each assizes ; and that in two years he has known 10 or 12 instances of men
yielding to these threats.

The magistrates do not usually deal with such cases in this district, they are always
referred to the quarter sessions. Mr. Carbry did not know of any instance among the indus-
trious labourers where a young man had evinced an anxiety to marry a woman who had an
illegitimate child, for the purpose of benefiting by the wages allowed at the sessions. Such
women find great difficulty in procuring busbands; the man who marries them is disgraced
for the time, but may recover character by the good conduct of himself and his wife.

There are some instances where individuals of the poorer classes are influenced by per-
sons of higher rank to marry women by whom they have had illegitimate children ; but the
consideration given in these cases is always very large, as there are stronger objections
entertained against such a woman than against one who has misbehaved with a man of her
own rank in life. The bastard is considered in a very unfavourable light, and a farmer
would have decided objections to give him his daughter unless he was above his own rank :
in this all the witnesses concurred. !

Women who have illegitimate children are, according to two witnesses (Mr. C, and the
Rev. Mr. O’D.), constantl compelled to resort to begging; Mr. G. has known some
Instances. The difficulty of supporting herself and child leads rather to begging than pros-
titution. The refusal of the reputed father to maintain the child produces in most cases
1l feeling between the parties, and sometimes is the cause of violence. The difficulty of
obtaining support is frequently injurious to the health of both mother and child,
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Bastarpy.

Leinster,
County Longford.

Examinations taken by
John Spencer, Esq.
Wilson Gray, Esq.
Parish Killashee.

Bar. Moydow.

Union of Temple-
michael and Bally-
macormic.

Bar. Ardagh.
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BaAsTARDY.

Leinster,
County Wesimeath.

Ezaminations taken by
Thomas Osler, Esq.
James O'Flynu, Isq.

Par. Bullinacarrig
Kilbrizy.
Bar. Moygisk.

Parish Benowen.

Bar. Kilkenny,
West.

Parish Castletown
Delvin.

Bar, Delvin.
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Persons who attended the Examinaiion.

Rev. GErarp Beere.—Dr. CorTer, dispensary surgeon.—WiLrian Cox, labourer.—Mr. Wrrriax
Cunnizs.—Rev. Micuagr MuLriLeNn, parish-priest—Parrick Murracu, labourer.—Hexry
O'Conwon, esq.—James WEsT, esq., J.P.

In this parish there are some, but not many bastards, none of whom are ever supported
by the parish. Instances have taken place, but very rarely, of mothers deserting their ille-
gitimate children, but there are no cases known of their destroying them. The fathers
however generally neglect them ; and it does not often happen, though it has occasionally
occurred, that a feeling of honour has induced the fathers of illegitimate children to marry
the women subsequently.

Wages are only granted to the mother if she can prove a promise or part payment from
the father. Girls who have had illegitimate children are looked on with a mixed feeling of
pity and contempt, and find great difficulty in obtaining husbands, and a stigma remains
upon the children, which it is very difficult for them to obliterate.

When wages are not granted to the women they generally commence begging, but the
greater part become prostitutes. Most of those females who infest the streets of cities are
such persons, and the children are reared in all the degradation and vice of vagrancy and
prostitution. The difficulty of supporting the child also often injures the health of the
mother. Dr. Cotter states an instance of a woman who came to consult him for a general
debility, and had a well grown child at her breast, which he described should be weaned at
once; she answered it would be impossible, as she had no other food to giveit; such
instances are very frequent.

Persons who attended the Examination.

WiLrrax Coxrox.—Rev. T. CAvLrieLD, rector.—MicHAEL FINNEY, beggar.—PArricK GERAGHTY.
—1Rev. J. Kearxey, ». P.—Precy Kienvoxw, beggar, with three children, her husband begging
with three more in another part of the country.—Mr. Cuarres Lenxow, farmer.—Mr. Purrie
Lexoy, farmer.—Jonx Mrars, labourer.—Jonx Moxrear, miller.—Tnonmas Stunss, esq., 7. . of
Cork, residing here.

Tue number of bastards in the parish cannot be known ; they are never supported by the
Earish; there is scarcely ever a case of the mothers deserting their illegitimate children,
ut the fathers frequently neglect them.
“ If the woman makes application before the birth of the child and swear it to a man, he
is obliged to support it.”*
_ Girls who have had illegitimate children are very seldom married afterwards, except
farmers’ daughters who can purchase husbands.
Sometimes the very poorer classes are induced to marry such women, by persons in the
higher ranks.
ith regard to the estimation in which the mother and child are held, it was said,
“ People will associate with the mother of an illegitimate child, but they have a feeling of
contempt;” she is not a honest woman. DBastards would not get a farmer’s daughter to
marry them unlass they were much richer,
The mothers of illegitimate children are frequently driven to beg, and usually leave their
own parish, because there is some objection to relieve them where they are known.
They often become prostitutes, but not from the difficulty of supporting themselves and
the children, but because they are more open to temptation.
In general the children do not grow up vagrants, as they seldom remain with their mothers
longer than their tenth year, when they are employed by farmers.

Persons who attended the Examination.

Rev. Josepn Frrzeerarp, p. p—~Launrexce Lrovp HevNry, esq. 5. ».—Mr. Micaazs Horg, farmer.
—Rev. Ronerr A. MarTiN, protestant curate—Mr. James Seery, farmer.—RoserT Moroa¥
TiGHE, esq., J. p.—The Marquis of WesTaeaTH, lord-lieutenant of the county.

Tuae number of bastards in the parish was, according to Mr. Henry and Mr. Hope,
Jarge ; according to Mr. Tighe, but small. The Rev. Mr. Fitzgerald said, among the poor
there were not more than four. They are never supported by the parish. Mothers ssldoT

esert,

* This is doubtful ; there are conflicting opinions. T may remark in general, that no point gives us
more trouble to get a distinct answer than this, though one of law ana fact. The magistrates them=
selves contradicting each other, so as to leave us completely at a loss what to Lelieve.
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desert, and very seldom, if ever, destroy their illegitimate children. Their fathers often
neglect them, but a feeling of honour sometimes induces subsequent marriages. Lord
Westmeath observed, that the priests are generally the cause of this,

The system of applying for wages at petty sessions is common. The custom is, that
unless the woman can prove a promise of wages by the father, she must keep the child her-
self. Lord Westmeath says, the amount of wages when granted is at the rate of 4. per
annum ; this system has been in operation for at least 20 years. Wages are seldom awarded
until after the birth, but the woman is expected to swear the child to the father before the
birth. The amount given is not always the same, it varies according to the means of the
reputed father. Punishment is never inflicted upon those who apply for wages, even
though they may have had more than one illegitimate child, nor is any difference made in
the amount of wages awarded.

No instance has occurred where a young man was anxious to marry a woman for the
purpose of benefiting by the wages allowed. ~ Girls thus circumstanced find much difficulty
in procuring husbands, but some individuals of the poorer classes are influenced by persous
of higher station to marrY.the mothers of bastards. Such women are looked upon with
contempt, especially by their own sex; but Mr. Hope thought that this feeling was be-
coming less strong as the fault became more common. Lord W. and Mr. F. thought there
was but little objection eutertained to mairying a bastard, especially if he were a good
match ; Mr. Hope said there was a strong objection, The evidence required by the sessions
previous to the decision is the woman’s oath, and that arising from confronting the parties
and sifting the case. The reputed father is always summoned to attend. The woman’s
oath does not preclude any testimony offered by the man. The magistrates use their dis-
cretion as to the general character of the woman, on a second application. If the reputed
father is unable or refuses to pay the wages ordered by the magistrates, they have no power
to punish, but the wages are ordered to be levied as wages of labour for the service of
nursing.—(Lord W.}——The wages awarded are by an order for weekly or periodical pay-
ments. The order for wages often drives the reputed father to marry the mother of the
child; in a case of manifest seduction, the magistrates are glad to sce it produce this
effect. The acknowledgment of the reputed father is not, under the present system, indis-
pensable to enforce an order for wages, but is sufficient without anything else. Mr. Henry
said it was absolutely necessary.

The application is not made in the first instance to the churchwarden. When the father
absconds, the support of the child falls altogether on the mother. Men are sometimes sued
by civil bill in the assistant barrister’s court, and wages recovered from them, especially if
they have promised any.

Women who have bastard children are generally obliged to beg, and leave in most cases
their own parishes. The children beg untﬁ about the age of 14, and then become servants,
labourers, or enter the army. The difficulty of supporting herself and child sometimes leads
the woman to prostitution. The childven are in such cases generally brought up in viee,
but are accustomed to labour and support their mother when they ean. The difficulty of
supporting the child is often so severe as to injure the mother’s health ; and that of the
<hild frequently suffers from the scanty provision which she is able to afford it.

The-children are often neglected by the mother, but the witnesses never knew more than
one instance where there was even a suspicion of infanticide, and there were in that case
but very slight grounds.

Persons who atlended the Examination.

Rev. Jonx Burxke, p. p.—Rev. ApoLrius DroucHT, protestant curate.—Wiriram Facaxw, farmer,
—Mr. Simow Faeaw, farmer.—Tnomas Hacrin, farmer,—Captain PARENEAM, J. P.—WILLIAM
Durrox Povrary, esq., 3. p.—Nicuoras RIeve, farmer.

BasTarDs were not numerous in the parish, nor ever supported by it, and though the
fathers desert the children, the mothers seldom do, and never are known to destroy them.
‘The fathers are not led to marry the women afterwards by any feeling of honour, but some-
times the dread of the women’s friends induces them to do so.

It is the custom for a woman to apply for wages to the petty sessions, and if she can
prove a promise on the part of the father, the inoney is recovered by civil bill, as a simple
debt; no wages however are awarded before the birth of the child, nor is punishment in-
flicted on the woman who applies.

Girls who have had illegitimate children are looked on with great contempt both by men
-and women, and are seldom married, nor would a farmer give his daughter to a bastard,
except he was much richer. ’

Women have been known to bring actions against the reputed father for nursing, and re-
covered in the shape of wages. '

Women who have had bastards are sometimes driven to begging, and in some instances
to prostitution, and with regard to the children, the females are, in general, brought up very
‘badly, The males sometimes get service.

The scanty provision which the mother is able to ebtain of course often injures the health
-of the child.
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Leinster,
County Westmeath.
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Thomas Osler, Esg.
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Parish Castletoun
Delvin.

Bar. Delvin.

Par. Castlepollard.
Bar. Halffoure, or
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Basranpy.
Leinster,
County Westmeath.
Examinations taken by
Thomas Osler, Esq.
James O'Flyon, Esq.

Pansh Killucan.
Bar. Farbill.

Par. Dloatgrenogue.
Bar. Clonlonon.

Par. Multifarnham.
Bar. Corlany.
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Persons who attended the Examinatlion.

Rev. James ALEXANDER, rector.—Rev. Joux Currax, r. p.—Grorce M. T. DrovGHTY, esq., police
magistrate.—MarrreEW Krerre, farmer.—Davip Moore, shopkeeper—Prrer Purnox, esq.

Tine number of bastards in this parish cannot be ascertained, as they are never supported
by the parish; the Rev. Mr. Curran said, « perhaps five in a year.”

Mothers are never known to desert or destroy them, but they are often neglected by the
fathers. Marriage between the parents is frequently brought about by the interference of
the clergymen. )

Wages are never ordered by the magistrates (Mr. Drought said he was not aware they
had any authority to doso,) except when the woman can prove a promise of wages and part
payment; then they are ordered by the sessions merely as a simple debt.

Women who have had illegitimate children find the greatest difficulty in procuring hus-
bands ; in fact, are scarcely ever married, except when persons of a higher station induce
men by money to marry them, The woman is treated with the greatest contempt by the
women of her own class, and a great portion of that feeling extends to the * bastard,”
who would not receive in marriage, unless much richer, the daughter of even a small
farmer.

Some thought that the objection would wear away if the person was a well conducted
man.

Mothers of bastard children are sometimes obliged to resort to begging, and mostlyjleave
their own parish; the children thus very frequently become inured to a vagrant life, and
the woman is often driven to prostitution In those cases the child suffers very much for
want of proper care and nourishment, the mother being negligent of it.

Persons who attended the Examination.

CuarrEs AmaBIN, esq., 5. p—Dr. Bewrry, physician, &c.—CurHBERT CLIBBORN, €5, J. Pom=
Daxier Crurry, labourer.—Joseru MorToN Davry, esq.—Mr. Gronee Dixox, farmer.—-Mr.
Ecay, landholder.—Mr. Barxey Farreru, farmer.—Parrick Kexweoy, labourer—Huen
Laricax, farmer.—Rev. Patrick Leg, parish priest—Mr. Jonx Lowe, farmer.—Mr. Epwarp
Mguanrzs, farmer.—Parrick Murvanyy, labourer.—Rev. Wirriam O’BriewN, roman-catholic
curate—Rev. AnTHUR RoLrrsToy, protestant rector.—Mr. CaarLrs Sweexzy, farmer.

Tuere are but few bastards in the parish, perhaps not more than four or five annually.
The fathers sometimes are induced by a feeling of honour to marry, and are advised by the
clergymen to do so.

The oath of the woman is insufficient without some acknowledgment or part payment by
the father, and the sum allowed is from 2L to 3/ per annum, the maximum not exceeding
10/ Irish. Girls who have had illegitimate children find great difficulty in getting hus-
bands, as they are looked on with contempt and aversion.

Persons who attended the Exvamination.

Rev. CHAnLES BROWNE, M. A., Wilson's Hospital, protestant clergyman,—Owzex Davry, esq., magis-
trate.—JamEes Dowrning, ». P.—Mr. James Frawacax, farmer.—Mr, Grorer Gissow, farmer.—
Mr. Dexis Kaxe, farmer—Mr. Twoaras Moore, farmer.—Sir Percy NucenT, bart., magistrate
—Rev, Tuomas Youxe, protestant curate.

Tue number of bastards in the parish is not known; very few instances have occurred
where women have deserted their illegitimate children, and none where they have destroyed
them. A feeling of honour sometimes, and occasionally the dread of the mother’s friends,
induces subsequent marriages. :

If the woman can prove any promise or agreement on the part of the reputed father, she
may recover wages by civil bill process, the sum awarded being usually 52 The oath of
the woman was formerly sufficient to fix the paternity; such is not the case now. Young
men have never been induced by the wages granted to marry the mother of an illegitimate
child, who usually find the greatest difficulty in procuring a husband, except in the few
instances where the man has been paid to marry her ; she is indeed generally looked upon
with contempt, and the child is himself regarded among his equals as an objectionable
match. ;

The mother generally labours to support the child, either by spinning or by agricultural
labour, during 10 months of the year. The children are seldom inured to habits of mendi-
cancy. The farmers who were witnesses did not think that the mother was often injured by
her efforts to maintain the child; but Mr. Dowling believed that women were frequently
obliged to suckle children much longer than was natural, from the impossibility of obtaininﬁ
for them suitable food. The child in turn suffers much from the scanty provision whic
the mother can provide for it.
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Persons who attended the Lxamination.

Rev. Jouxy Booxer, Killuran parsonage.—Mr. Jouw Davrow, farmer, Foulker Mill.—Mr. Jonx
Lerr, farmer, Kilgevin—Rev. Cmarres D. Ocre, Clonmore Cottage.—Rev. Jonx W, Sroxes,

Castlebridge.

I~ the parish of Clonmore there have ouly been five bastards during the last 10 years;
they are never supported by the parish; mothers less frequently desert their illegitimate
children now than formerly. Instances have been heard of their destroying them, but very
rarely. The fathers often neglect them. A feeling of honour, it is said, occasionally induces
subsequent marriages. ‘

Women with bastards commonly apply for wages at petty sessions, when a sum from 3/
to 4 a year, according to the specific agreement between the parties themselves, is usually
granted, but never before the birth of the child : this practice has been in operation since
within recollection.

The young men of the neighbourhood have not evinced any anxiety to marry a woman
who has had an illegitimate child, for the purpose of benefiting by the wages allowed at the
sessions, on which account such women certainly find much difficulty in procuring husbands.
Individuals of the poorer classes are frequently influenced by persons of higher station to
marry such, despised as they are by the generality of their sex in the parish. As to the
feeling with which a bastard is regarded, he is seldom upbraided with his birth, if well-con-
ducted ; a farmer would have a great objection to give him his daughter, although otherwise
an eligible match. P

The amount awarded as wages at petty sessions is usually in one sumj; the order for
which, or the punishment consequent upon disobedience to the order, never drives the reputed
father to marry the mother of the child; his acknowledgment is invariably required to
enforce the order; never heard of a man absconding when wages are awarded by the
magistrate.

When women who have bastards are compelled to resort to begging, they generally do so
out of their own parishes; the difficullty of supporting themselves and their children
often drives them to prostitution, and in such cases the children necessarily become inured
to a vagrant life, with all its immoralities, and without doubt are brought up and continue
in vice. The refusal of the reputed father to maintain the child frequently leads to ill
feeling and violence between the parties. It is not ascertained whether the difliculty of
supporting her child is often so severe as to injure the mother’s health; the child is often
known to suffer materially from the scanty provision the mother is able to afford it.

The state of mind to which a mother is brought before she can destroy or desert her child
is highly immoral, and is universally held to be so; it is not thought that, after such a cir-
cumstance, she would lose all self-respect.

Persons who attended the Examination.

Ricaarn Bovrow, esq., town of Gorey.—Jonx P. BRowNRIGG, esq., Barnadowen,—Rev. T. O.
Moong, Leskinfere Glebe, Camolin.—Captain Owex, Millmount.—Major Owex, Woodlands.

I is impossible to ascertain the number of bastards. The parish supports them when
deserted, and not otherwise. Mothers very seldom desert their illegitimate offspring.
Within an extensive district, in the course of 10 years, three or four instances of infanticide
have occurred. The fathers of illegitimate children very often neglect them, but, influenced
bya sense of honour, frequently intermarry with the mothers of those children.

It is very common for women with bastards to apply at petty sessions for wages, the
amount of which usually granted varies from 1l to 4/ ; if no sum were specified in the
agreement, the magistrates would decree to the full legal amount. This has always been in
operation. The amount of wages seems to vary according to the condition of the parties,
but are never awarded before the birth of the child. Punishment is never inflicted upon
those who apply for wages to the sessions; and the magistrates, in decreeing the amount,’
cannot take into consideration whether the applicant has had more than one illegitimate
child. The young men of this neighbourhood do not seem anxious to marry the mothers for
the sake of the wages allowed them by the sessions. Such women are not supposed on that
account to find much difficulty in procuring husbands. No instances are known of persons
of the poorer classes being induced by those of higher rank to marry the mothers of
their bastards. In this parish a woman is not on this account always degraded in the esti-
mation of the generality of her sex, though her bastard is looked upon with mingled feelings
of contempt and compassion; and with respect to a small farmer giving his daughter to a
bastard, in other respects a suitable match, there is as much family pride amongst the
farmers on this matter as amongst the highest class of society.

Should the reputed father of a bastard be unable or unwilling to pay the wages ordered
by the magistrates, they have no power of punishing him. The amount of wages awarded
1s generally by an order for a quarterly payment; there is no rule for fixing the amount.
The order for "wages often induces the father to marry the mother of the child. The appli-
cation for wages is made directly to the petty sessions; and to enforce the order, it is neces-
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BasTARDY.

Leinster,
County Wexford.

Examinations taken by
Franeis Diggens, Esq.
W. T. M*Cullagh, Esq.

Parishes Kilcor-
mack, Gorey, Clough
and Leskinfere.

Bar. Gorey.

Parishes Magéass,
Rathmacnee and
Mulrankin.

Bar. Fortl and
Bargy.

Parish Monart,
Bar. Scarewalsk.
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sary that the reputed father acknowledge the child. The father sometimes a_bscond.s when
wages are ordered by the magistrates. Women are not here known to bring actions for
nursing against the reputed fathers of their children.

Women with bastard children, in a majority of cases, do not beg wherfa they are known.
1t frequently happens that bastard children become inured to a vagrant life with all its im-
moralities.  But a wide distinction is to be drawn between the mother of one illegitimate
child, and her who has had more than one; the former often supports and educates her
child well and decently, and ultimately may regain her former station in society ; the off-
spring of the latter are often regarded as a nuisance in the neighbourhood. The refusal of
the reputed father to support his child often leads to contention and strife between the par-.
ties, and the difficulty of supporting her child frequently injures the health of the mother
and that of the child, and there is reason to believe often drives her to prostitution. There:
cannot be a doubt that the children reared under such cirecumstances continue in vice.

Persons who attended the Examination.

Ricoarp DEVEREUXN, esq., merchant, Wexford —Rev. Wirian Hickey, rector of Kilcoman.—
Rev. Gronrce Munrpny, roman-catholic curate, Wexford.—J. E. Repyonn, esq., banker, Wex-
ford.—Cuantes A. WALKER, esq. M. B, Belmount.—Mr, Jonux Warsw, general agent, Wexford.

TuEe number of bastards here is not known; they are not supported by the parish.
Mothers sometimes desert, but rarely destroy their illegitimate children. Mr. Walker,
Mr. Hickey and Mr. Redmond thought that the fathers of illegitimate children almost always
neglected them. Mr. Murphy, Mr. Devereux and Mr. Walsh believed there were more
cases of protection by the fathers than of neglect. The parties are frequently incited from
a sense OF religious obligation, but rarely the mfluence of a feeling of honour.

‘Women with bastard children frequently apply for wages at the petty sessions ; the amount
usually granted is about 5/. per annum. The system was different in form before the esta-
blishment of petty sessions courts; the latter is in many respects preferable. Wages are
never awarded before the birth of the child ; the amount varies according to the agreement
between the parties. The petty sessions have not the power of awarding wages, but can
only enforce the fulfilment of an agreement between the parties; they cannot in any case
act, except upon the admission of parentage on the part of the man. Punishment is never
inflicted upon applicants for wages. The young men of the neighbourhood have never
evinced any anxiety to marry a woman with an illegitimate child, in order to benefit by the
wages allowed : these women bear a stigma attached to them which prevents their marriage ;
“ but,” said Mr. Hickey, “ a man marrying such a one is sometimes said to have married an
injured woman.” Individuals of the poorer classes are, in some instances, influenced by those
of ahigher station. The feeling both against the woman and the bastard is stronger as the
ranks ascend.

The Rev. Mr. Murphy mentioned a case well known, where a young man well educated
and of excellent character, holding a farm of 140 acres, was refused by several women
beneath his own rank in life avowerj‘ly owing to the stain on his birth ; he afterwards married
a servant. The reputed father may be decreed for any wages which he has legally undertaken
to pay. The wages are usually given, not by weekly payments, but in larger sums. The
order for wages never drives the reputed father to marry the child’s mother. The church-
warden has nothing to do with the arrangements. There were no cases known where the
father had absconded when the order on him for wages was granted; nor have women ever
brought actions and recovered from the reputed father. S

Women with bastard children do not generally beg, nor are they often driven to prosti-
tution by the difficulty of supporting &emselves and the children. The refusal of the
reputed father to support the child frequently leads to ill-feeling between the parties. The
difficulty of supporting the child is rarely so severe as to injure the mother’s health ; nor
does the child generally suffer from the scanty provision which the mother can provide.

The state of mind of a mother who can desert or destroy her child must be highly
immoral, and in some cases she would be for the future less careful of human life. =

Persons who attended the Framination.

Epwarp Cookmax, esq.—Rev. Micmaer Fevwick.—Jonx Nixoxy Nuxw, esq.—Rev. Soroxon
Ricuaarps,—Mr. Parrick WHITE, corn merchant.

3 BAsTARDY is of rare occurrence in this parish ; there was but one case in the course of
ast year.

Bastards derive no support from the parish, yet have not been deserted, and never de-
stroyed by their mothers; the fathers, on the contrary, totally neglect them, nor has it
o;:lc_:-iurred that a sense of honour has induced a man to marry the mother of his illegitimate
child,

It is very common for women to apply for wages to petty sessions, where they receive,.
according to the engagement, from a few shillings to 62 Irish. This sum cannot be exceeded.
This system has been always in operation in this parish. But wages are not given before

the
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the birth of the child. Punishment is never inflicted on those who apply at the sessions for
wages, whether it be the first oc:_:gsion or not, nor is any difference made as to wages in such
case. Girls who have had illegitimate children find great difficulty in getting husbands,
none of the young men of this neighbourhood being induced, by the wages received at
petty sessions, to marry them. Sqmetlmes indeed they are influenced by persons in higher
stations to do so. The feeling evinced towards a woman thus circumstanced is, in some
of her own sex, a feeling of reproach, in others of compassion, but the bastard is every-
where received with reproach and contempt. 1In case of inability on the part of the father,
it has not been the custom in this parish to visit him with punishment for not paying
wages ; the sum awarded is generally in one large amount, but occasionally by an order for
weekly payments ; there is no fixed amount nor rule for giving, but this award has some-
times driven the reputed father to marry the mother, and frequently to abscond. The
churchwarden does not interfere; the mothers sometimes bring actions against the fathers
for nursing, but very often do not succeed. _ _
Frequently women who hgve had bastards are driven to begging, but not in their own
arish ; sometimes to prostitution, while the support of herself and child occasionally
injures her health; and as to the children reared in such circumstances, they grow up in
vagrancy, become inured to its lmmoral}tles, and continue in its vices, and at the same time
must suffer in health also from the privations to which both they and their mothers are
exposed.
esertion did not seem to some of the witnesses to be the result of an immoral state of
mind in the mother, to others it did ; but they agreed in thinking, that a woman capable of
such an act would be less careful of human {ife, and be likely to conduct herself worse in
all relative situations,

Persons who attended the Examination.

Rev. WiLrLran BRENNAN, roman-catholic curate.—Joux Berkerry DEANE, esq.—WriLriam R.
Farmer, esq.—Rev. Winriam FLEnxoN. —Mantiy FowrLerT, M. D.—Rev. Tromas HarMAN.—
Epwarp Kroen, esq., dep.-sovereign, New Ross.—Rev. Jamis MoRGan, vicar of St. Mary's.

Tuere are only two bastards in the parish of Rosstroit, and it never has been the custom
for the parish to support bastards. Mothers of illegitimate children in this district seldom
desert them, and never have been known to destroy them; but the fathers mostly neglect
them, and if they are afterwards induced to marry the woman, it arises more from religious
apprehensions than from any feeling of honour.

When women bave had bastards they usually apply to the petty sessions for wages, and
in most cases are awarded about the same sum, viz. 5. per annum; but no award is ever
made before the birth of the child. This has been the system prevailing in the district since
recollection. Before the establishment of petty sessions the same power was exercised by
the magistracy in a different way, one which was in every respect worse than the present
system.

If a woman with a second illegitimate child apply for wages, she is treated in the same
way as before ; she is never punished, nor are witnesses aware that the magistrates have any
Fower to punish in such cases. Girls who have had illegitimate children are held in very
ow estimation, and find great difficulty in obtaining husbandsj and bastards, too, are
looked on with reproach, %ut much depends on their own conduct. The sum granted to
a woman with a bastard never exceeds 6/. Irish per annum, and is paid at once in one sum,
or in partial payments, according to agreement ; but the acknowledgment of the reputed
father is absolutely necessary, Lefore any order for wages can be enforced. It does mnot
appear that the magistrates have any power to punish the father, in case of his inability or
refusal to pay; neither does it often happen that a man has absconded from fear of any
punishment.

When wages are not granted to a woman with an illegitimate child, she is necessarily
driven to beggary, and herself and her child are thus exposed to the miseries and vices of
a vagrant lil%; in the opinion of witnesses, such a woman is often driven by her wants to
degradation and prostitution, and her child must be reared in vice.

Persons who attended the Ezamination.

Rev. Joux Cmarrres—Mr. Winriam GoopisoN, farmer,—DMr. THoMAS Srannow, farmer.—
Mr. Epwarp WeBsTER, farmer and miller.

IN the parish of Enniscorthy there are 12 bastards, none of whom are supported by the
Parish.  Mothers very rarely desert their illegitimate offspring, and there is no instance of
their destroying them ; but the fathers almost always neglect the children, and very rarely
are induced to marry the mothers, after the birth of the children ; indeed, in the majority of
Instances, the fathers are married men.

It is the custom for women who have illegitimate children to apply to the petty sessions
for wages, and the sum granted is, in general, from 31 to 67 ; but wages are not awarded
before the birth of the child, nor is the amount a fixed one. .
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No instance was known of any man marrying a woman for the wages thus granted ; but
frequently persons of the richer class have induced individuals of the poorer orders to marry
their mistresses. ) )

Women who have had illegitimate children are generally looked on with a mixed feeling
of scorn and pity ; and though a bastard is seldom re_proached w1tl_1 his 1Il§glt1macy, yet 1t
requires particularly steady conduct to overcome the disadvantages it occasions. )

he amount awarded &t petty sessions is usually ordered to be paid to the woman in one
gum; but in case the father of the child refuses to pay it, there is no punishment ever
inflicted upon him. It may however happen, though not often, that the order to pay wages
might induce the father to marry the woman, but it oc':casmnal! y has caused hlul to ubsg:ond_
The woman never applies to the churchwarden, but directly to the petty sessions, and if the
acknowledgment of the reputed father be not proved, no order for wages is given.

If wages be not granted, the woman is obliged to beg, and thus expose llgl'self' to all the
miseries and immoralities of a vagrant life, and likewise to rear heq ch}ld up in them. When
driven to beggary, such women go in search of alms, where their disgrace is not known
they would be ashamed to remain in their own neighbourhood.

Persons who attended the Eramination.
Mr. Jony Brake.—WirLran Guasscor, esq—Jony RossiTer, farmer.—Jouy Usuer, esq.

Tar number of bastards in this parish was not exactly known, but none of them are ever
supported by it. Mothers often desert their illegitimate children, but seldom destroy them;
and the fathers always neglect them,,

It has been always the practice for the mothers of illegitimate children to a})p!y at petty
sessions, and the amount usually granted on such applications is from 3 /. to 5/., though the
sum is not fixed, but depends on circumstances. Nothing, however, is ever awarded until
after the birth of the chiid, but then the sum would not be diminished because the applica-
tion of the woman was made for a second child. Girls who have had illegitimate children
are looked on with reproach, and find great difficulty in getting husbands ; but sometimes
persons of a higher rank influence those of a lower class to marry such women. The amount
awarded to women who have had bastards is ordered to be paid in one sum, but no punish-
ment is inflicted on the man for not paying; and in every instance the acknowledgment of
the man is necessary, before any order for wages can be enforced. No cases were known to
witnesses, where the order for wages had the effect of making the man abscond, nor was it
usual with women to bring actions at quarter sessions for nursing.

If wages be not granted to women who have had illegitimate children, they are sure to
be driven to beg, in which case they always go away from home, and want too often drives
them to prostitution. The child also is reared up in all the immoralities of a vagrant life,
and suffers, as well as its mother, all the miseries of destitution.

Persons who attended the Ervamination.

Parricke M¢Denryorr, farmer—M. Gitroeuy, weaver—Joux Finw, tailor—Jouw Hzmmn,
carpenter—Covyor Hocax, a retired shopkeeper.—Jonx Hywzs, corn dealer, and occupier of
20¢ acres,—Joux Hyxres, junior, farmer.—Parrick Norrow, serjeant of police.—Peren
O'Louvcnuivn, labourer.—TuaDDpEUS Sarymox, farmer.—Tuomas Scawraw, farmer.—WILLIAM
ScaxLax, schoolmaster.

IT would be extremely difficult to ascertain the number of bastards at present in the
parish ; but it is thought that not more than two illegitimate births take place there in the
coarse of the year. As there is no court of petty sessions, there are no applications for
wages for the maintenance of illegitimate children; and Mr, Haynes observes that public
attention is not in general drawn to the occurrence of bastardy cases. There has not been
a case of desertion for the last eight years, and he did not recollect a case of infanticide at
any period. Scanlan said, that in the greater number of instances the father evades con-
tributing to the maintenance of his offspring, which is then thrown entirely on the hands of
the mother, who, if she happen to be in service, is sure to be turned out of doors;
and after having found shelter in the cabin of some one nearly as destitute as herself, and
endeavouring for some time, in vain, to support herself and her child, is at last compelled to
have recourse to occasional begging, and perhaps to prostitution; in which latter case she
generally leaves the parish. It does not occur, in more than one case out of three, that the
man repairs the injury he has done by marviage; and even then not without much difficulty
experienced on the part of the friends of the girl to bring about such a step, as the seducer
takes advantage of circumstances to induce them to make up a fortune for the girl; but
the parish in no manner ever gives any assistance to the mothers of hastards.

There are not more than half a dozen individuals in both parishes above the condition of
small farmers, and not one who could be classed in the rank of the gentry. Considerable
difficulty was experienced, therefore, in procuring accurate information upon the question of
persons being influenced to marry these women %y the interference of the gentry, and also
upon other subjects connected with the inquiry, from the want of persons who had leisure
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to attend to the condition of the working classes. The catholic clergyman was unfortu-
nately absent in another province during {Le entire time of t_he inquiry ; and there s but one
protestant clergyman resident in the barony, and his duties do not extend to this parish.
It appears, however, that the influences alluded to are very uncommon; and Mr. Hynes
said that he never had ground for suspicion mn more than two cascs. A failure in chasug
on the part of the woman is never absolutely forgotten; but if she conduct herself well in
other respects, she is not refused, upon that account, the small amount of employment
which is open to females. She \\'111{ howcver,.ﬁnd it nearl_y impossible to procure a hus-
band other than the father of her child, and will not experience at any time that kindly
feeling which is displayed towards widows with young children. A bastard always labours
under a stain, which is sure to be refreshed in case of a quarrel; and it is curious that the
only two brothers remaining unmarried in the Eurlsh3 at an advanced period of life, are of
illeoitimate origin. Women have rarely brought actions against the reputed fathers of their
bastards; and it was thought that the distance of the petty sessions at Corofin (16 miles)
operated as an impediment to their doing so. The refusal of the father to maintain the
cEi!d has not often led to any acts of violence, except where the woman has had children
by more than one father; butif the fnt]ler of the second child 1'e:fuse to assis.t her, she has in
some instances perseveringly annoyed him, and even threatened violence ; while, however, she
has but one child, she is apt to remain quiet in the hope of being made “ an honest woman
of,” and still has some remnant of modesty left.—({‘!yracf.) -The; penury in which the
mothers of illegitimate children often live, is not only injurious to their own health, but also
to that of their offspring. Kate Hayes, a wretched old ereature, who lived in a dark hovel
of sods and straw not more than six feet square, said that her daughter, a poor drivelling
idiot, whom she exposed at her door in a state approaching to nudity, though nearly 20
years of age, was a healthy child until she herself, on having a second bastard, was driven
out of house and home in winter, and obliged to sleep under walls in the open air, when
she had hardly clothes to cover her.

Persons who altended the Exramination.

James Bounxke, baker.—M. Caurin, a small farmer, with about nine acres.—*Jonx Cannic,
labourer.—Antnoxy Cunry, process-server.—Rev. Micuarr Dyyow, roman-catholic curate of
Kildysart.—The Rev. Micnazr Frrzerrarn, protestant rector of Kildysart.—Dr. Geary, dis-
pensary physician.—Tinorny Goraax, a small farmer, with about 12 acres.—Devwis Hurry,
shopkeeper.—*Jony Kiwwaman, labourer.—Parrick M¢Case, weaver.—Mark MManox,
grocer in the village of Kildysart.—Mr. M‘Naxara, postmaster, and extensive farmer.—Patnick
M‘Mamnox, farmer, steward to Bindon Scott, esq.—Micraer Myers, a small publican and
labourer.—*Micnaer O’Briew, labourer.—James O’Dra, broker in the village.—DaxieL
0'Grapy, esq., an extensive gentleman farmer.—Micnary O'Suavcyessy, victualler, —Hexny
Ross Lewix, esq., J. r.—Serjeant Scort, police serjeant.—The Rev. P. Sureny, roman-catholic
rector of Kildysart.

M‘Masoxn computed the entire number of bastards in the parish to be 40; but Mr.
Sheehy said that it would be very difficult to ascertain the number exactly. He stated the
average amount of illegitimate births to be about four; and that the erime, though still too
frequent, is decidedly on the decrease. The number, however, does not afford a perfect
clue to the morality of the parish, as those children only are considered illegitimate who are
born out of wedlock. Many instances, however, occur when they are conceived before mar-
riage, whicl is sometimes hurried on to save the character of the female. The mothers of
bastards, in three cases out of four, are farmers’ servants, who are particularly exposed to
danger from the promiscuous manner in which such servants, both male and female, are
obliged, from want of other accommodation, to sleep together. Farmers’ daughters, how-
ever, are rarely known to become pregnant from this cause. They are, from their possess-
ing fortunes, more exposed to another danger, that of abduction; which has, however,
become less common of late years. Bastards are never supported by the parish. Infanticide
also is'a crime almost unknown. About four years ago a child was found dead at Bally-
nacally, but it was proved on the inquest that it was still-born. Rev. Mr. Dinan observed,
that if ever this crime be committed by a mother, he was convinced that it arose rather from
a wish to hide her shame than from any unwillingness to support her own offspring. Several
women came to him and asked him to assist them in getting their children out of the
fathers’ hands, and declared that they would rather beg for them than be deprived of them.
Mr. Sheehy stated that there had not been a child deserted within the parish during the last
nine years, When the father is in bad circumstances, he generally makes every exertion to
elude the claim of the mother; but of those whose means admit of it, the greater part
privately agree with the mother about the maintenance of the child. A feeling of honour

very often brings about a marriage ; and a union that takes place nnder these circumstances-

It

1s considered to replace a woman very nearly, if not altogether, in her former position.

* These three men have no land attached to their cabins ; they take * muck ground,” (con acre) for
which they pay from 5L to 81 per acre, according to the quality of the land.
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It is a common practice to apply for wages at the petty sessions, but it is found that no
men but the poorest allow matters to go so far as the issuing of a summons against them,
Sometimes the women apply privately to the magistrates, and they are advised rather to
bring their case before the quarter sessions. This system has been 1n operation longer than
any magistrate present remembered. ) )

ages are never granted before the birth of the child, because they are looked upon
rather as a reimbursement for expenses incurred. When the woman makes her apphcation,
the magistrates award her about as much as she could have earned by her usual occupation in
the period of time during which she represents herself as having been unable to continue such
occupation. As to the amount given in the case of a farm servant, the most usual case of
seduction, it was calculated from about 10s. to 15s. a quarter; but this is subject to vari-
ation, in some measure depending on the power of the party to pay. )

The number of illegitimate children bears each year a decreasing proportion to the number
of legitimate births, and as wages are rarely continued beyond the period of weaning, it
can hardly be expected that any consideration of their value should have any influence on
that ratio. Major Ross Lewin stated, that though cases can be adduced of women having
children by different fathers, there were but two instances known where they had been suc-
cessful in getting decrees for wages, partly because they are entitled to less credit, and
partly because it is not probable that a man would enter into a contract involving the
maintenance of a child with a woman whose character had been already injured.

No punishment is ever inflicted upon those applying. No difference is made in the
amount awarded, on the ground that the woman has had more than one child ; but she finds
more difficulty in substantiating her assertion, that a promise or contract had been entered
into with her.

No instance was known of a young man evincing an anxiety to marry a young woman
for the sake of the wages. These women find the utmost difficulty in procuring husbands,
and there is a decided feeling against them, ¢ so much so,” added Harly, « that she isalways
the last to get a partner at a dance, and nobody will step out with her as long as he can
find another.” Mr. Sheehy calculated that not more than three out of twelve such women
get married to any others than the fathers of their children. There were a few instances,
perhaps a dozen, where money given by the wealthy father has succeeded in getting husbands
for such girls; they have all been ill-conducted fellows, too, who have accepted such condi-
tions, and though some of the marriages have, in other respects, turned out happily, yet
the man is much looked down upon by his equals. Rev. Mr. Dinan said, he knew several
instances where small farmers’ sons have refused considerable sums held out as an induce-
ment to marry a gentleman’s illegitimate sister or daughter; but still there were other in-
stances where such offers were attended with success, .

With regard to the necessary proof at the petty sessions, it is simply required that some
contract has been made by the father to support the child, or that he has atany time made
a promise to the mother to support it. The mother often swears the child before birth, and
makes use of her affidavit afterwards when she brings forward her claim. Her testimony is
also considerably enforced, if she can prove that the father has ever given her any money to
meet the expenses which she has incurred. The man isalways allowed to bring his witnesses
to disprove the assertion of the woman, and for this purpose a summons is always served
upon him to attend at the petty sessions on a given day. [f the woman can prove the
promise, the magistrates have no discretionary power to refuse her application ; they can
only use additional strictness in examining the witnesses produced.

Should the reputed father be unable or unwilling to pay the amount ordered by the magis-
trates, they have not the power of inflicting any punishment on him; they can issue 2
warrant for the distraint of his goods, but they cannot attach his person, such a jurisdiction
belonging exclusively to the court of quarter sessions. The amount given is usually awarded
in one sum, but time is often allowed to the father to pay it in instalments, either by the
woman herself, or at the discretion of the magistrates. No case known of such a procedure
having driven the reputed father to marry the woman.

The acknowledgment by the father is not considered necessary, but it is rarely ever
wanted. The point upon which a man usually endeavours to avoid an order for wages is
not that_he _is not the father of the child, but that he has not made any promise or contract.
The parish is in no way concerned about the business. Major Ross Lewin said, that women
have been frequently known to bring actions for nursing, and have recovered in them. That
when they apply in private to the magistrates, they rather advise them to bring their case
before the assistant barrister, because even when a contract or promise has not been made,
that officer is empowered to adjudicate and to award damages where a loss of time has been
incurred. A case which the petty sessions have ceased ever to entertain.

) APP]IGE!.UOI’IS to the quarter sessions are very generally successful, and the expense
mcurred is but 5s., which is always ordered to be paid by the individual against whom 2
decree is obtained.

“ When wages are not granted,” said the Rev. Mr. Sheehy, ¢ the woman with more than
one bastard has hardly any other resource than hegging; while she has but one she
endeavours, if possible, to support herself by occasional labour; but she does not obtain it
very regdlly. In certain months she may find work in the fields ; but people are unwilling
to admit her into their houses. If she has more than one child, she is too much occupied 1
the charge of them to be able to earn her livelihood by industry, and she is sure to resort to
‘begging, of which there are four or five instances known ere, and sometimes, though
rarely, to prostitution.”

The Rev. gentleman described the condition of the unfortunate creatures who are driven

to
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to this extremity as deplorable in the extreme. Unable to pay their rent, they are first
driven from their cabins; they then rear a wretched hovel of sods against some ditch, which,
as soon as it is discovered by the farmer on whose ground it is, is immediately pulled down,
in order to prevent the corruption of his children and of his servants. She then goes to
another place, and finds the whole neighbourhood leagued against her; she is thus com-

elled to lead a wretched and vagabond life, and gradually rendered reckless by her suffer-
wmgs, and b{ a consciousness of her degradation, she instructs her children in every kind of
vice, and ultimately takes refuge in a town, where she soon terminates her miserable exist-
ence. Few of the children of these women outlive the period of infancy; but if they do,
they become the pest of society, and endeavour to make other children as bad as themselves.
« Last Sunday,” said Mr. Dinan, * on going to a chapel that I have up towards the moun-
tains, I found that such a woman as Mr. Sheehy has described had erected a hut by the
side of the road. I caught her son, a boy of seven years of age, in the act of teaching the
most horrible imprecations and acts of the grossest obscenity to a child of only five years
eld. I chastised the elder boy, and thereby drew down on me the abuse of the mother,
who said that her child had a right to do what he liked.”

Persons who attended the Examination.

Axprew Craxcy, farmer with 100 acres.—Dr. CosTerLog, of the dispensary.—Rev. A¥DRrEW
Davonax, protestant rector.—Micxaer Hemir, innkeeper.—Jony KEeaxE, a farmer of seven
acres.—Matn1as Kraryy, an extensive farmer.—Rev. P. M‘Guaxe, roman-catholic curate.—
Joux Macuirg, blacksmith.—Daxter M‘Kx1eur, weaver.—Tromas Moroxy, blacksmith.—F. G.
Monoxy, esq., J. p.—Mr. Moroxy, postmaster.—Micuaer MurnoueH, farmer of 11 acres.—
Parrick MurnroucH, land surveyor, and a farmer holding 10 acres.—Joux Owens, grocer.

Rev. Mr. M‘Guane declared himself unable to ascertain the entire number of bastards
mn the parish, for that as they arrive at an adult age they merge in the population, and the
stigma of their birth is almost forgotten. He could, however, speak more positively as to
the absolute number of legitimate births, as compared with others. He found 1,000 births
in his parochial books since the census of 1831, and out of that there were not more than
20 illegitimate ; that is, in the proportion of 1 to 50. The parish never undertakes the sup-
port oFbastards, unless they be deserted ; and there have been but three instances of that
crime during the last 10 years, in each of which the children were supported by contribu-
tions collected by the roman-catholic clergymen. During the 30 years that Mr. Davoren
had been acting as a magistrate at Miltown there had not occurred even a suspected case
of infanticide. The majority of bastard cases occur between farm servants, male and
female, who, from frequent opportunity, are more exposed to temptation. Under these cir-
cumstances the father is generally poor, and shows much reluctance to assist in the main-
tenance of his offspring. Those of a better class are not, however, found so willing to do so.
When there is not any disparity in the condition of the parties, the parents of the girl often
make up a sum of money as a portion, and thereby succeed in effecting a marriage between
them; “ but,” said Mr. M*Guane, “ this effort is frequently not necessarfr, when a feeling
of honour induces the man to marry his victim, as the only reparation in his power; where
there is great inequality between them, however, I do not press this reparation, as it is not
likely that the girl herself could have expected it when yielding to selicitation.”

The mother has no direct mode of procuring assistance from the father unless he gives it

voluntarily, except by applying to the magistrates for an award of wages, for expenses incur-
red and work performed in nursing the child. It has been the Fl‘actice of the bench to
entertain such questions for the last 20 years; but applications of the kind are not very
numerous. Mr. Davoren stated that there had been one the last Thursday, and he did not
- recollect when there had been one before, certainly not for the last two years. From the point
-on which the claim is founded nothing can be awarded before the birth of the child; as to
the sum granted, it altogether depends on what had been promised by the father. In the
case above alluded to it was 2 [. for the year; and in general it may be set down as between
10s. and 15s. a quarter.—(Morony.) Any variation in the amount depends not on the
power of the father to pay, but merely upon what it can be proved that he has in any man-
ner contracted to give. -

The system of granting wages for the maintenance of illegitimate children has been in
-operation for such a length of time, that it is difficult to compare the present state of the
g;rish, as to bastardy, with what it might have been previously. Both Mr, MGuane and

r. Davoren, who knew the parish previous to its introduction, did not think that it pro-
duced any alteration. There are a few women who have had children by different fathers,
but they are, for the most part, women whose characters would render it exceedingly
difficult to substantiate a statement of a promise made to them by any individual ; and in
Eoint of fact, there is but one of them who has endeavoured to derive any advantage from
her intrigues, by an appeal to the laws for wages, and she was unable to gruve her case.—
(Morony.)——Mr. M*Guane had met only with one instance where it had appeared that a
woman was anxious to have a child, in order to benefit by the wages to be received in this

manner ; and he stated as follows :—* I was holding a station* at the mountain foot, and
amongst

* A place appointed for hearing confessions in the country.
0.5. 1 L3

Appendix (A.)

Basrarpy.

Munster,
County Clare.

Ezaminations taken by
P.F. Johustone, Esq.
E. B. Molloy, Esq. .

Parish Kildysart.
Bar. Clonderalzw.

Parish Kilfarboy,
including town of
Miltown Malbay.

Bar. Ibrickane.

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit



Appendix (A.)

BASTARDY.

Dlunster,
County . Clare.

Examinations taken by
P. F. Johnstone, Esq.
E. B. Molloy, Esq.

Parish Kilfarboy,
including town of
Miltown Malbay.

Bar. Ibrickane.

%8 APPENDIX 6 FIRST REPORT from the COMMISSIONERS for inguiring

amongst others a boy of about 18 eame to me, and I asked.him, of course, whether he had
anything to do with the other sex, and he said no, b_ut that it was not for the want of offers,
for that a girl had asked him to do what he liked with her, and said that she would swear
the child, if she had one, to another man.” .

The magistrates have no power to inflict any punishment upon those who apply for
wages. No difference is ever made on account of the app!want having had more than one
child, as the amount awarded always depends on what it can be proved that the man

romised.

Kenny, Clancy and Molony agreed that the sum awarded .for wages never operated as
an inducement to any young man to mairy the girl in the receipt of it. Any young woman
who has had an illegitimate child always finds considerable difficulty in procuring a hus-
band ; but there are cases known where this general repugnance has been overcome by the
offer, on the part of individuals of the upper classes, of certain advantages to be received b
the man who would consent to take as a wife the woman who had cohabited with them,
Mr. Maguane observed upon this point, that he perceived with regret that a female, who
has been seduced by a gentleman, is not looked upon as being altogether so impure as one
who has been led into error by one in her own station ; and he added that tln?s lz-aniency of
opinion arose from the probability that she had weighty reasons for her yielding. The
eagerness to procure land is so great, in consequence of its being the only source of support
to the peasantry, that nothing is =o likely to procure a partner for such a girl as the temptation
of a small favrm ; and he knew of instances where such temptation had not been resisted.,
Kenny said, that if a girl who has been *“ unfortunate ” continues to behave herself properly
in other respects, and does not degenerate into a prostitute, she does not suffer much in
point of fact, further than the difficulty of finding a husband. She is readily taken as an
out-door servant, and sometimes even as a house servant by farmers; but in consideration
of her being somewhat occupied in atiending to her child, she is obliged to accept half wages ;.
¢as for the bastard,” said Molony, “there will be always somebody to recollect how he
came into the world ; but if he is a quiet boy no one will sEea.k against him; and if he be
well off, a small farmer would not be such a fool as to refuse him his daughter if he deserved
her, but perhaps if he was poorit would be otherwise.”

As to the description of evidence required at the sessions, Mr. Davoren stated, that the
magistrates require that the woman who applies for wages should prove, either by her own
testimony or by that of other witnesses, that the father of her child has at any time under-
taken to pay the expenses for the labour to which the maintenance of such child shall have
exposed her. If it can be proved that the father has given money for such a purpose, even
without a verbal declaration on the point, such an act is looked upon as an acknowledgment
of the obligation ; and though he is always summoned to attend and to disprove, if pos-
sible, the statements of the f%ma]e, it is not very likely that he would escape. li\/[r. Morony,
the magistrate, said, that they would look upon the question merely as any other contract
for wages, and would decide solely upon the evidence, without any regard to the character
of either party. ]

The magistrates have no power to punish the reputed father if he refuse to pay the sum
awarded against him; they can issue a warrant of distraint against his goods; but that
proceeding has hardly ever been found necessary, as obedience has almost always been
yielded to their decrce. The father is ordered to pay the sum at once, but in general the
period of payment is a matter for arrangement between the parties, though the time nomi-
nally given by the beuch is 10 days. A second application is seldom resorted to. The
father continues to pay until the child is weaned ; and it has never been observed that the-
burthen thus imposed for so short a time has had the effect of driving him to marry the
woman. The churchwardens do not interfere in the business, which does not in any way
concern the parish generally, neither is it deemed necessary that the man should acknowledge
his paternity.

Some women adopt another mode of procuring indemnification, by bringing actions
against the father at quarter sessions for the recovery of wages for nursing. 1f they make
good their case the assistant barrister may grant them a decree ; and if any delay should
occur in the payment, he is empowered to commit the recusant to prison.

The charge of a single child unsupported by wages, drawn from its father, does not neces-
sarily drive any woman to beggary. She may sometimes be turned out of doors by her
father, but she will be sure to %et something underhand from her mother or other relations;
she may even gain a partial subsistence by occasional work ; but if she have more than one
child she can hardly escape mendicancy, and she will not pursue it in her own parish but at
a distance. Mr, Maguane observed, that there was more than one woman at that time in
Miltown supporting herself and several bastards by begging, but they have all come from
other places, though some of them have increased their families since their arrival, It is
not unlikely that natives of the place, who have left their home after their seduction, are
following the same mode of life elsewhere ; and Molony said he has actually seen one woman
doing so in the town of Kilrush, .

Mr. Davoren observed, that all the women alluded to were bad characters, and their
children %articipated in the vices of their mothers ; but there are a few women who have had.
but one child to whom this remark did not apply, and who when the fathers of their child-
ren have refused to allow them anything, are cautious in their conduct, and avoid doing
anything offensive, through the hope that they may at some time be induced to marry thems
“ but,” observed Mr. Morony, “ it is when the man has chosen another girl for a wife that
the mischief begins, and then itis that we expect her to prefer a claim for wages.”
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Persons who atlended the Examination.

Rev. Micuazr Comyw, roman-catholic rector.—Rev. Davier Curny, roman-catholic curate.—
Snrox Curry, nailor.—Jouv Cumnrir, cottier, holding two acres.—Jomx Dary, able-bodied
beggarmau.ﬁ—an Finw, widow, lately dispossessed of her holding.—Groree FrrzeenaLp, esq.
gentleman farmer.— Tuowas Forey, small farmer.—Tromas Heavry, beggarman.—Parrick
Hzeuin, large farmer and shopkeeper.—Parrick Kexveny, small farmer.—Wittram M<Dox~ErL,
labourer.—Josuva MExErNy, middling farmer.—Jaxzes M‘Marrox, labourer.—Rev. Mr, Mun-
RaY, protestant curate.—Dr. Rvavr, dispensary physician.—Tmoxas Stuppent, esq., 3. Po—
Parrick SmiLnacH, middling farmer.—Crorron Moore VaxprLEUR, esg., J. .—And several
others, farmers, tradesmen and labourers.

Tax exact number of bastards could not be ascertained, but-the opinion of all present
was, that, considering the extent of the parish and the density of the population, the number
was extremely small. The attachment of a mother toward an illegitimate child is very
strong, and a case of deserting a child never occurs here; indeed, it is with the greatest
difficulty women can be prevailed on to give up an illegitimate child to the reputed father,
in order that he may support it. No case of infanticide or of finding a child dead has ever
occurred in this parish within the knowledge of the witnesses, When the woman is bronght
to bed her friends generally apply to the father for some maintenance for the child, and if
his means are at all adequate, he usually makes some provision for the offspring. Iu cases,
however, amongst the poorest, which rarely occur, an attempt is often made to elude any
promise ; if a promise can, however, be proved before the magistrates, they will recognize
the claim and award the sum agreed on between the man and the woman. Very frequently
a feeling of honour and a desire to repair the injury done to the woman’s character, leads to
marriage, and marriages under these circumstances have been observed to turn out happily.

Mr. Staddart says, « If the petty sessions were regularly held here throughout the year,
the number of applications would certainly average ecight; at present, held as they are
during the summer only, they do not amount to more than four, and these applications pro-
ceeding only from those in very poor circumstances; the more comfortable farmers seldom
allow these matters to go so far; public opinion does not encourage such an exposure.”

Before the birth of the child wages are never granted, and then the sum seldom or indeed
ever exceeds 31 or 4. This, however, depends entirely on the sum applied for; the woman
claims so much wages for the nursing of her child, and, if proved by the testimony of another
witness, she will receive it.

The system of granting wages has not produced any sensible effect in increasing the
number of illegitimate children; they are l'aﬂ];er on the decrease, though the population for
the last four years has wonderfully increased.

Mr. Studdart says, “ We have never yet had a second application for wages from the
same woman,” .

The sum granted as wages is so small it could not induce any man to marry the mother
of an illegitimate child, and such women seldom get any one to marry them, unless (which
sometimes, though rarely, happens) a sum of money was raised among her relations as a
dowry, to induce some one far inferior to her in condition to marry her. M-¢Inery says,
“ The loss of character, when publicly known, deters any respectable person from being
seen courting her; besides, by her own sex she is looked down on as degraded, and I should
be sorry indeed to have my daughter seen speaking to her; but it would be cruel to taunt
her with it, for I am quite sure she feels it enough one way or another, without speaking to
her on the subject ; neither would the bastard ever be upbraided by his neighbours, unless
be did something to make them angry ; and if he wished to get married into a respectable
family there would be a great deal to do, and I do not think, unless he had a tolerable for-
tune for one of us, he would find it an easy matter to get a wife.” The Rev. Mr. Murray
says, ““ I have generally observed that bastards among the more respectable agricultural
classes marry people of inferior families.”—* You ought to make some difference,” observed
Kennedy, « between a male and female bastard. A woman will seldom or scarcely ever
make a decent match, because she is not able to work her way in the world as a man
can do,”

The reputed father is summoned to attend the petty sessions ; and then it is necessary for
the woman to prove, by the testimony of a witness, either a promise on his part to maintain
the child or some act of adoption, such as giving money for the child’s support; the man
also is allowed to produce witnesses to disprove the story told by the woman; if he succeeds
m doing so, the case is dismissed ; if he fails, the sum claimed is awarded against him. It has
happened, however, that the case for the appellant has been clearly proved, and equally so
that for the defendant, the magistrates then settled the case to the best of their discretion.
The woman’s character is not taken into consideration; the only thing required i¢; that she
shall have her case clearly proved, and if she would do this 10 times over, she would be
entitled to get relief. 2

If the reputed father is unable or unwilling to pay the sum, the magistrates can only issue
@ warrant against his goods; his person cannot be touched, except by a decree from the
quarter sessions; the amount is awarded in one sum ; frequently a few days are granted to
the reputed father to pay it. “This is done,” Mr. Studdart says, *“ because it would be
cruel to force a man to pay a large sum at once.” To enforce wages, the acknowledgment
of the reputed father is not necessary.  In fact,” observes Mr. Studdart, “ they generally
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acknowledge the child long before they come to us; the point we are called on to decide is,
whether the promise to pay has been made or not.”” No case has occurred here of a father
absconding to avoid the payment of the sum awarded against him. )

Women have never been reduced in this parish to beg, in consequence of their having
bastard children ; they will sometimes get work in the fields in setting or picking potatoes,
but seldom would a woman who had lost her character be admitted into a farmer’s family
as a farm servant. Neither have such women become prostitutes in this parish. ¢ But
I am sure,” says Fitzgerald, frequently tl)e beggarwomen who_coulle intq this part of the
country, have been obliged to leave home in consequence of their misconduct; indeed, no
complaint is so common, during the summer, as that they have been forced to fly from their
own parishes owing to a ‘ misfortune ;> and no woman would admit this but one who had
undergone great privation and hardship.” The Rev. Mr. Comyn further observes, “ The
very act of begging from infancy, coupled with the scenes the young children must be
brought up in, of necessity renders them also loose members of society.”  In this parish the
father seldom refuses to support his ille%ltimate child; on the contrary, it has often been
the subject of remark, how such and such a one maintains his illegitimate child ; should he
however do so, injury must necessarily accrue to the mother’s health, when she is obliged to
wander up and down in all seasons, exposed to the uncertainty of procuring a mght’
lodging.

Persons who aitended the Examination.

James Burke, small shopkeeper.—Par Courxeex, weaver.~MARY CoUR¥EEy, his wife, employed
to nurse a deserted child.—Par Curtis, farmer of three and a half acres.—Pat Doorax, a resi-
dent beggar—MicuarL Epwarps, farmer of 10 acres.—Jomy Grrmone, innkeeper.—Par
Henir, a mendicant.—Par M‘Doxwery, labourer.—Captain Martin. 5. p.—Jupy Mixanaw, a
town beggar.—Mr. O'Briex.— PARKER. esq. a barrister, living in the parish.—Dr. Puzr-
pow, dispensary surgeon.—MricmaeL Ryaw, shoemaker.—Rev. Mr. Scaxraw, roman-catholic:
curate.—\Wipow SraTrery.—Rev. Mr. St. GEoreE, protestant curate.—Rev. Mr. Yavucnax,
roman-catholic priest.

MosT of the witnesses examined bore testimony to the rare occurrence of bastardy in the

arish. No person could tell the entire number of bastards; bat Mr. Dunear and the Rev.

I. Vaughan said, there could not be more than three or four cases of it in a year, and at-
any rate 1t is not on the increase. They are never supported by the parish, except when
deserted, and then a cess is levied for their support. There are only three deserted children
in the parish ; and Mr. Martin says, these have been the only instances of desertion within the
last five years; and though it would of course be hard to prove it, he thinks they were
deserted by women from other parishes. There is no instance known of women destroying
their children. Abouta year ago a woman was tried who had thrown her child into the:
canal, but it was proved by medical men that the infant had been still-born. If the father
be sure of the paternitE{, he is well inclined to support his child, and will often marry the
woman, a practice which the Rev. Mr. Vaughan says he always encourages.

The bench of magistrates at Killaloe do not at present grant wages to women with:
bastards. Mr. Martin got a legal opinion, which induced him to refuse applications for that

ose.

At Clonrara, a short distance off, the magistrates do give wages, and there are generally
four or five applications in the year, The woman obtains about 5 Z., but the sum is regulated-
by the circumstances of the father. Since the petty sessions have refused to interfere at
gi‘[]aloe, women have not had recourse to the quarter sessions for compensation.

When wages were given it was usual for women to swear the child before birth, that in
case of being unsuccessful before the petty sessions, she might be able to substautiate the:
charge before the assistant barrister.

Since the system of not giving wages has been adopted, the number of bastards has not
varied ; and Mr. Martin thinks the numbers small in a population of 8,000.

- About five years ago, when the practice of giving wages existed, a woman applied against:
a man whom she stated to be the father of her second bastard, as he was of her first. She’
was awarded but a very small sum, being considered undeserving, in proportion to the numbe:
of her illegitimate children. '

The high spirit of the young men in this quarter would never allow them to marry 2
woman merely for the wages obtained on account of her child; such a thing was never
known. When the character of a girl becomes suspicious from her behaviour to a young
man, she is more apt to be treated with scorn than if she had even had an illeritimate childtz
In the latter case a feeling of pity is excited ; but it often happens, according to Mr. Vaughan,
that in the former a young man will marry a girl merefy to free her from this suspicion.
Girls who have had illegitimate children find at difficuly in getting husbands. Mr.
Martin knows one instance only where a girl of the kind got married to a man who was-
not the father of the child. The match was made through love on the part of the husband,
and it has turned out well. If her frailty extends no further than having one child, and she
be in other respects well behaved,—though in such a case a woman wil%certainly have lost
her caste,—it is not usual with her equals to treat her harshly, “I would not like much,”
says Mrs. Mahony, ‘“to see my daughter keeping company with her, but sure, if her misfor--
tune possessed over her,” (. e. if she has but one child,) “she is to be pitied, poor thing.”"

The
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The bastard certainly suffers from the incontinence of his parent; for though he is not an
object of disdain, yei he is liable to :b‘e taunted W§t11 his misfortune on all cccasions of quarrel.
It does not appear, however, that if he had a little money, he would find any diﬂiculty in
getting a wife. B . ) )

There are no wages granted at Killaloe; but at Clonrara, a neighbouring parish, the
woman is obliged to prove previous promise on ‘the part of the father, though he is allowed
to produce any evidence against the charge, which he may be able to bring forward. If the
woman be of otherwise good character, and the man not so, Mr. Martin says the magistrates
would take her testimony in preference.

Mzr. Duncan states that he does not know an instance where the father has refused to pay
the award. The warrants are all directed to him, and he does not find any difficulty in
levying the amount. 1If the father refuses there is no authority to punish him, the only
mode of compulsion is to distrain his goods; the person is safe. The &um awarded being
considered as wages due for services performed, or expenses in nursing, or as a debt result-
ing from a previous promise, is usually directed to be paid at once, but the mother generally
draws it in small portions, without the necessity of more than one application to the magis-
trates, as the parish at large is in no way concerned in the matter. The churchwarcfen,
who rtepresents the parish, never interferes ex officio. The woman applies directly for a
summons against the man she charges. There is not at the present moment a single woman
in the parish of Killaloe who is in the receipt of a legal compensation for an illegitimate child.

There is only one beggar with illegitimate children in the parish, and she is a stranger,
having been driven out of her own parish by the force of public opinion. And asto a woman
being driven to prostitution in consequence of having an illegitimate child, there is not a
prostitute in the parish except those who have come after the soldiers from other places.
Mr., Vaughan says, that in the rare opportunities he has had of making any observations,
he has found that great affection is shown by mothers to their illegitimate offspring. He
recollects where 2 woman carried on a regular system of annoyance to get her child out of
the hands of the father. An illegitimate child cannot be much worse off than the children
lawfully begotten of the lower class in general.

Persons who atlended the Framination.

Avstin Canrric, one of the late enumerators under the Commission for the Public Instruction.—
Tuomas Cunray, dyer and pawnbroker.—James Davy, apothecary and innkeeper.—Lawrexcs
Donerry, labourer.—Jorry Doxocuus, a cottier, holding five acres,—Doctor Finucane, dis-
pensary surgeon.--Jony Hiceins, labourer.—James Keawe, farmer of 12 acres.—ThoMas
Lysacnr, labourer.—Avstiy M‘Cartay, a cottier holding two acres.—Rev. Mr. MNaryy, ». .
—Parnick M<Naxana, weaver.—Mr. Maroxs, farmer of nine acres, and tithe collector.—Jony
Maroxg, a cottier holding four acres.—Jouy Morissy, weaver.—Janes MuLQueNy, farmer of
five acres.—Jonx O’REriiy, publican and farmer.—Parrick Quiny, baker.—Widow Rourke,
widow of a carpenter, supporting four orphans.—Marrrias TuysNE, shopkeeper.—Rev, Arch-
dean Wuryry, protestant rector, and justice of the peace.—Mechanics, labourers and others,
besides the above, were examined by the Assistant Commissioners.

ArtHoucu the assistant commissioners are unable to ascertain the number of illegiti-
mate children in the parish, yet it was found in the course of the inquiry, that the applica-
tions to the magistrates in cases of rape, had somewhat increased. Bastard children were
never supported by the parish; and it was stated that there had not been a case where one
of them was deserted by the mother for the last four years. There were then, however, two
foundlings supported by individuals, who were exposed about five or six years ago, and
whose expenses had not been paid for some time back. Collections are made at the
roman-catholic chapel for nursing two other foundlings, who were also exposed anterior to
the above-mentioned period. There had been only one case of infanticide within the last
10 years. The infant was found in 2 bog lake, but no traces of the mother could be dis-
covered at the time. When the investigation commenced there was the greatest anxiety
evinced to detect the parent, but this zeal soon wore off, and it was ascertained eventually,
that the suspected criminal had been screened, and got out of the way. It has heen
observed in that district, that the fathers of illegitimate children generally maintalp tl)em
very well, according to their means; and Archdeacon Whitty said, that most applications
to the petty sessions arose from the mother’s making exorbitant demands, and not from the
unwillingness of the reputed father to contribute to the support of the child. On these
occasions the general defence set up, is the unreasonable amount claimed by the mother,
and the assertion by the father, that if the child be left to himself he would be able to
Maintain it at a much less expense. Several of the witnesses remarked that the busimess
1s generally hushed up, until the reported mairiage of the man, when the 1.1:10ther, fearing
that no allowance will any longer be made, brings the matter before the public. There had
had been no instance known there of a marriage baving taken place from feelings of
honour, after the affair had been made public by being brought before the bench of ma-
gistrates.

. The system of granting wages has been in practice there ever since the sessions were first
instituted ; but where applications are made to the magistrates before the birth of the child,

they always refer them to the quarter sessions. As to the amount usually granted, althou%‘h
0.5. M the
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the women often apply for the whole 6Z. allowed by the Act'of Parl_iument, yet the magis-
trates very rarely decree more than 3. Out of 20 applications which bad been made at
the petty sessions, there had not been more than five successful, owing to_the evidence to
make out the case having failed. The amount awarded in these cases varies according to
the contract made between the parties. In entertaining the question, the individual cir-
cumstances are never taken into account, the magistrates conceiving that their power is
limited to the consideration of the bargain alone, and no farther. -

It was the opinion of all present that the amount generally awarded was so trifling, that
there could be no inducement thereby held out to incontinency; besides, as Archdeacon
Whitty declared, he must do the people the justice to say, their chastity is marvellous,
when their poverty and wretchedness are considered ; and se\.feral persons adc}ed, that the
morality of the women had considerably increased since the military had been withdrawn.

With regard to the difficulty that girls who have had illegitimate children would have in
procuring ﬁusbands, four different witnesses stat_ed that a great difference would be
made on that point between a woman who had a child, by a countryman, and one who had
connected herself with a gentleman. In the former case, no one Wpuld have anything to
say to her, while in the latter many would be anxious to marry her, in the hope of get.ting
money ; all agreed, however, that by far the greater number of women who had committed
themselves, remained unmarried. [t does not always follow, however, that a woman loses
all respect because she has had a child; and Mr. M‘Nally said, that the people are dis-
cerning enough to, and do consider particularly the circumstances under which she had
been seduced. There was only one instance remembered there of a person being induced
to marry a woman under these circumstances, through the influence of one of the higher
orders. The case occurred in a grazing part of the parish, and the woman was allowed five
cows, which tempted a young man, who was her inferior in station, to marry her. The
stain, however, never wears off the child, and several cases had occurred there of intended
marriages being broken off in consequence of a discovery that one of the parties was
illegitimate.

In a case of an application for wages for nursing a child, proof of a contract by a witness
is all that is required, before it can be adjudicated on by a bench of magistrates. The
woman’s own oath and that of her witness, does most, however, preclude any proof to be
offered by the man to the contrary, as he has it in his power to disprove by witnesses the
statement made by the complainant. The reputed father is always first summoned to
attend; and as the magistrates do not consider that they have any jurisdiction beyond the
simple case bronght before them, they do not go into the character of the women, conse-
quently a second application might be equally successful with the first.

In case the reputed father should not pay, the magistrates can issue a warrant against his
goods, a course, however, which it has never been necessary to adopt there. As to the time
within which the amount awarded is to be paid, the magistrates, when they find the person
decreed to pay is in poor circumstances, generally recommend the woman to receive it in
instalments. This has been found, from experience, to be the best and most convenient way
for both parties. It has never been known that the order for payment of wages has driven
the reputed father to marry the girl, because the wages are not continued beyond the wean-
ing of the child. It was also stated, that after the case has been once brought before the
magistrates, the fathers continue to pay very re ularly for the child until it is weaned, but
after that period, the bench would not entertain the question. No acknowledgement by the
reputed father is necessary to enforce an order for wages, nor is there any application made
in the first instance to the churchwarden; it is made to the bench direct. The reputed
father has never been known to abscond, where wages have been awarded against him. The
men, however, sometimes leave the place where they reside for a few weeks or months, when
they anticipate a claim being made upon them, but the woman invariably watches them,
and brings her case on the very first opportunity when they return. This fact has been
ascertained by the magistrates often asking the woman why she had allowed so long a time
to elapse, withaut coming to them, which they have generally answered, that it was in con-
sequence of the man thus leaving for a short time, in the hopes of escaping all expense.

A woman thus circumstanced will not be forced to beg, because she will be taken care of
by her parents, while she receives the wages ; but this remark only applies to women who
have been unfortunate once, for a bad character would inevitably leave her home and parish.

Persons who attended the Eramination.

Rev. J. Hastines ArLLEN, perpetual curate of Corofin.— Avstex Currex, carpenter.— —— DAVIS,
weaver —GroreE Drxow, farmer and tithe collecter.—~Miciarr Ecax, carpenter.—Jomy EMER-
so, slater.—WirLiay ¥FrrzGerarp, esq., 5. ».—Georae Frrzearrick, innkeeper.—Trm Frrzea-
TRICK, publican.—MicHaEr Harroraw, labourer.— Hener, weaver.—Jomx Hickey,
postmaster, and farmer of 15 acres.—GEor6E Hocaw, labourer.~Tim Hocax, farmer.—JouN
Kewny, shopkeeper.—T=onmas M‘Manow, labourer.—CHARLES M‘Namara, farmer of eight
acres.— —— MarTiN, weaver.~MicHAEL Morranty, farmer, holding 15 acres.—JaMEs
Noraw, farmer.—Rev. Mr. Watsu, roman-cathclic rector.

BasTarDps are never supported by the parish; indeed, the cases of deserted children are

?!'T'rl'{l vare, and no instance has been known here of a woman destroying her illegitimate
child.

Wome'ﬂ,
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Women with bastards very commonly apply to the petty sessions for wages. This,
indeed, bas been the custom of all singe the establishment of petty sessions, No WOgEs are
ever granted before the birth of her child: The system of granting wages at petty sessions
does not appear to 1'1a-:'e made any difference _\\-‘hatever in the number of bastards, nor have
any women made applications for a second child.

K"o punishment is inflicted on a woman who makes application for wages. The petty
sessions bave no such power.

Young men in this district have never evinced a desire to marry women for the wages
they mfg’ht receive for the support of il'!egi‘gimate children ; nor have they Leen indu_ced ‘h r
any of the richer classes to marry their mistresses. Indeed, women who have had illegiti-
mate children find great difficulty in getting husbands; they are shunned by their own sex,
and looked down upon by all their neighbours. 1f a bastard behaved hmself well, and
became an industrious member of society, the circumstance of his unfortunate birih would
be forgotten ; at the same time several of the farmers stated that they would “ move heaven
and earth to prevent their daughters marrying bastards.”

The magistrates can issue a distress warrant against the goods of the reputed father, but
they conceive they have no power to levy an attachment against his person. If the amount
claimed by the mother of the child as wages for nursing be proved to the satisfaction of the
magistrates, even without the acknowlerffgment_ of the reputed father, it is ordered to be
paid ; but whether in weekly or quarterly sums is a matter of convenience among the par-
ties. The award of wages has never here induced the reputed father to marry the woman.
Men sometimes marry to get rid of charges of rape.

Persons who attended the Eramination.

Jaxrs Brasiy, farmer, holding seven acres.—Tmomas Cannory, labourer.—Rev. Mr. Correy,
roman-catholic curate—M. CorroN, weaver.—Major Cmeacn, J. P.—Mary Frrzeerarp, a
beggarwoman.—Dr. Frazer, dispensary surgeon.—Widow Gurirrey, widow of a Jabourer.—
Mr. HackwEy, steward to Sir A. Fitzgerald.—Martixy Harpin, labourer, occasionally employed.—
Mawry Havrrix, his wife, always begging in Newmarket.— Micnaer Krocu and Janss Granax,
small farmers, holding about 12 acres each.—Rev. Mr. M‘CvrracH, rector.—Jony M‘Nayana,
labourer.—Jonx Moroxy, clerk of the petty sessions.—Ricmarp Morovey, a decayed shoe-
maker.—Hexry O'Briew, esq.—Lucius O'Briew, esq, late u. ». for the county of Clare.
Rev. Mr. O'Briey, roman-catholic curate.—PaTrick Smievps, carpenter.

I this parish the usual clue to the number of bastards is wanted ; namely, a distinguish
ing mark after the entry of their baptism in the register kept by the catholic clergyman.
The number of women to whom the ceremony of churching has been refused would in some
measure have been a guide; but the Rev. Mr. Cofiey could not find his papers upon that
point. The clerk of the petty sessions supplied, however, a list of the number of applica-
tions for wages for the nursing of illegitimate children within the last three vears; but the
mformation thus obtained is only an approximation, as of course many cases of bastardy
are never brought before the public. The number of such applications in 1831 was 13, in
1832 it was 15, and in 1833 it was 21. The parish never undertakes the support of ille-
gitimate children. Instances of desertion are rare in it, and Mr. Coffey could not recollect
more than one case during the last six or seven years, About a year ago, however, an
attempt was made by a woman who left her child in a ditch, but {'ortunateTy a hoy passing
near the spot at the time questioned her as to her intention. She said that she wus only
leaving it for a few moments, and taking it up again she went away. It was afterwards
ascertained, however, that she was successiul in deserting it without detection, in the next
parish of Clare Abbey. * In general,” said Molony, “ women are fond of their illegitimate
children, and seem grieved when the magistrates order them to give them up. In some few
cases they have even preferred forfeiting their wages to losing their young one.”” The Rev.
Mr. Coffey stated that the crime of infanticide occurred but once since he came to the
parish, a period of about nine years. A child was found in a drain that runs into Loufh
Gash. It was impossible to make any satisfactory examination of the body, as it was totally
disfigured by water rats. The affair created a great sensation, and a woman was taken up
and interrogated three times. Although a surgeon was of opinion that she had been recently
delivered, yet she was ultimately acquitted of infanticide for want of evidence. The fathers
of these children are generally too well inclined to escape supporting their own offspring.
They will sometimes take the child for a short time, but they soon get tired of it, and return
1t 1o the mother after making a compromise, and agreeing to pay her something for nursing
it. Subsequent marriages are seldom brought about on these occasions from a feeling of
honour; and the catholic clergyman does not press the matfer unless there be e uality
between the parties. He considers that if there be much disparity, it is very unlikely that
the girl could have become the dupe of a promise of marriage.  Women who have had bas-
tards sometimes apply at the petty sessions for wages; and Major Creagh said_thnt this
practice has prevailed for the last 13 or 14 years; the demand being made for services done,
an'd expenses incurred in nursing the child. Wages are never awarded before birth of the
child, nor indeed until some time after it.

The general amount awarded varies from 10s. to 32. It varies according to the character
of the mother, but still more according to the circumstances of the father. Most appljca-

0.5. M 2 tions

Appeudix (4.)

BasTARDY.

Mumnster,
County Clare.
Esaminations taken by
P. F. Jolinstoue, Esq.
E. B. Molloy, Esq.

Parish Kilnaboy.

DBar. Inchiguin,

Par. of Tomfinloe,
Kilnasullagh,
Kilmaleary and
Drumline.

Bar. Bunraity.
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BASTARDY.

Munster,
County Clare.

Ixaminations taken hy
P. F. Jolinstone, Fsq,
E. B. Molloy, Esq.

Par. of Tamfinloe,
Kilnasullugh,
Kilmaleary and
Drumine.

Bar. Buaratty.

County Cork.

Exnminations tuken by
Thomas Martin, Esq.
John Lalor, Elq.

Parish Holy Trinity,
or Christ Church.

Zity of Cork.
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tions are directed against farm-servants, they being most commonly the fathers of bastards;
and Dr. Frazer said he is surprised it does not happen oftener, in consequence of the pro-
miscuous manner in which male and female servants are permitted by farmers to slee
together in barns and outhouses. And he added, that he has even known incest to be the
consequence of this disgraceful neglect of decency. )

As to the moral effects of granting wages, the Rev. Mr. Coffey said that he had never
been able to trace any increase of incontinence to it; hp mentioned, how_ever, several
children by different fathers, and also the case of three sisters who had chnidrgn by one
and the same father ; and Major Creagh, who had been a magistrate for a long time, was
also unable to supply any information on the increase or decrease of bastardy ; but judging
from the return above given, it would appear to be on the increase.

The magistrates have not the power of inflicting any punishment on the woman who
applies for wages. Although the amount awarded must chiefly depend ou the contract or
promise made by the father, yet if the woman have a general bad character, or have had
more than one illegitimate child, great caution would be adopted in admitting the evidence
she might bring, or in giving credence to her oath. )

Wages are never awarded beyond the time at which children are usua..lly weaned ; never
for more than two or three years, and therefore, observed Molony, one is not surprised to
hear that no young man has been so mean as to marry a girl for so paltry a consideration,
Some years ago, a mechanic did marry a girl who was in the receipt of wages for her
illegitimate child, but as she was remarkably handsome, few thought that he was influenced
by such a base motive. [In general, indeed, girls who have had bastards find the greatest
difficulty in procuring husbands, and there is not even an instance known where any one
has been tempted to marry one by a bribe from the richer classes. Keogh observed, as to
the way in which such women are generally received, that if one has had buat one child,
she does not necessarily suffer much from her frailty ; if she can procure employment and
get some one to take charge of the child, she is to be found labouring in the fields with
other girls, and at all times she is freely admitted into their society. The bastard suffers
more than his mother ; and it appears that he is more alive to the stigma which is sometimes
thrown upon him by illnatured people, and bastards when they grow up frequently leave
the place or even enlist.

Previous to the last two years, it was the custom with the magistrates to order a small
amount of wages, even when no previous promise did exist; they ceased to do so, however,
when they found that the law did not warrant it: at present it is required that the applicant
for wages shall produce proof that a promise had been made to her, or that the father has
at any time acknowledged the child by giving her anything {for its support ; a promise is
generally obtained at some unguarded moment, at a time when nothing is likely to be
refused. The man is always summoned to attend on the day when the woman is to apply,
and is permitted to bring forward what testimony he can, to disprove her assertions.

If the father be unable or unwilling to pay the amount awarded, there is no way to com-
pel him but by issuing a warrant for distraining his goods, and if he has none, the matter
goes no further. If the mother rears the child for six months, or longer, under a promise
of so much per quarter, she procures a summons for the amount, and the man, if he be
able to pay it, does so at once; as he cannot be punished for disobeying the order, there is
no inducement to him to marry the girl. Molony observed, that the men hardly even deny
their children, however unwilling t.?ley may be to countribute to their support. The appli-
cation for wages is never in the first instance made to the churchwarden, as the parish is
not interesied, but always to the petty sessions directly. Molony stated, that he knew
instances of individuals absconding before the warrant consequent on their refusal to pay
was issued.

When wages are not granted, in general women who have had only one bastard are
observed to be very cautious in their behaviour for soma time at least, in the hopes of gettag
married to the men who seduced them. e

A woman who can bring herself to destroy her child must be dead to all the feeliugs of
nature; and Mr. Coffey said he feared that tge example given by the case of presumed in-
fanticide, mentioned above, was not without its bad effects. The woman suspected had a
sister who was observed to be in the family way; a week after the discovery of the dead
child, groans were heard in the house of the two sisters as of a woman in abour, and in
a few days the size of the sister was remarked to have diminished, but no infant was
forthcoming.

Persons who attended the Examination.

Mr. Apnanam ABerL, officer of health.—Mr. Micmaer Josers Banny.—Rev. Cranses H. LESLIE,
rector.—Mr, GEorRGE Love, overseer of the parish; appointed by the officers of health.

Ir is impossible to tell the number of bastards in the parish ; there are no cases known
of bastards being destroyed. It is not usual for womeh with bastards to apply for wages at
petty sessions
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