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COM M 18:::; ION. 

W I LLI AM THE FOURTH, by tbe grace of God, of the United Kingdom 

of Great B,·itain and I,.eland King, Defender of the Faith. TO tbe Most 

R everend Father in God, Our right trusty and right entirely beloved Councillor 

Richm'd Archbishop of. Dublin, and our trusty and well beloved the Most 

R everend Daniel jJt/uTl'ay, Doctor ill Divinity, Charles J7ignoles, Doctor in 

Divinity, Richard More O'Ferrall, Esquire, the Reverend James .- Carti/e, 
Penton lIort, J ohn Corrie, James Naper -and fVitliam B attie Wrightson, 
Esquires, Greeting: ' VHEREAS an 'humble Address has been presented to Us 

by the Knights, Citizens and Burgesses, and Commissioners of 'Shires and 

Burghs in Parliament assembled, .humbly beseeching Us, that We. wO,uld be 

graciously pleased to issue a Commission to inquire into the condition of 

the POO RER CLASSES of our Subjects in Ireland, and into the various Illsti­

~u~ions at present established by Law for their R elief; KNOW VE, That We, 

reposing great trust and confidence in your intelligence, discretion and diligence, 

have authorized and appointed, and by these Presents do au thorize and appoint 

youthesaidRlcHARDArchbishop of D UBL I N , DanietMurray, Charles Vigno/es, 
"R ichard .~101'e O'Ferrall, James Carlile, FentonHort, J ohn Corrie, James NopeI' 
and William Baltie Wrightso1l, to inquire into the condition of tlte P ooreI' Ctasses 
of OUt' Sulljccts in Ireland, and into the various Institutions at present establi~'hed 
by Law for thei.1' ,'eliifj and also, f1Tlt ether any and what further ,'emedial 
measures appear 1o be ,'cquisile "to ameliorate the condition qf the i rish P oor, 

01' any pOf'lion Q[them; and for the better discovery of the truth in the prem ises, 

We do by these Presents g'ive and grant to ,you, or one or more of you, full 
power and authority to call before you or anyone or more of you such persons 

as you shall judge necessary, by whom you may be the hetter' informed of the 

truth iu the premises: And Vie do further by these P resents give and grant to 

you, or any ODe or more of you, full power and authority to inquire of the pre­

mises and every part thereof, by all lawful ways and means whatsoever, within 

all parts of Our United Kingdom: And We do further hy these Presents give 

and grant to you, or anyone or more of you, full pow~r and authority ~here 
the same shall appear to be requisite, to administer an Oath to any person 

whatsoever to be examined before you, or anyone or more of you, touching or 

concerning the premises: And We do ft;t rther by these Presents g ive and grant 

to you, or any oue or more of you, full power and authority to cause all pe'rsons 

to bring and p'roduce upon Oath before you, or any ODe or more of you, all aDd 

singular R ecords, Books, Papers and other Writings touciling the premises, and 

which shall he in the custody of them, or any of them: And Our further will 
and pleasure is, that you or any Three or more of yo~, upon due inquiry into 

the premises do propose and reduce into writing, and submit to Us such further 

remedial measures (if any) as may appear to you to be requisite to ameliorate 

the condition of the Irish Poor, or any portion of them; Aud do certify to Us 
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from time to time, under your hands and seals, yom several Proceedings, as the 

same shall be completed, and do within the space of One year after the date of 

these Presents, or sooner if the same call reasonably be, cCltily unto Us in like 

manner the whole of your proceedings, under and by virtue of th~c Presents, 

together with what you shall find touching or concerning the premises upon 

such inquiry as aforesaid; And \Ve further will and command, and by these 

Presents ordain, that tbis OUf Commission shall continue in full force and virtue, 

and that you Our said Commissioners, or anyone 01' morc OfYOll, shall and may 

from time to time proceed in the execution thereof: and of every matt(!r and 

thing therein contained, although the same be not continued from time to time 

];Iy adjournment: And for your assistance in the due execution of th is Our 

Commission, ,¥ e have made choice of Our trusty and wel l-beloved J Oli N He v AN~J 

Esquire, to be SECRETARY of this Our Commission, and to attend you, whose 

servic,es and ass istance ' Vc require you to use fl'om time to time as oeea~ion 

shaH reqnire. In witness whereof, \Ve Lave caused these OUf Letters to 

be made Patent. Witness Ourself at Westminster the Twenty-fifth day of 

September in· the Fourth year of Our Reign. 

By Wri t of Privy Seal. 

BATIIURST. 
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POOR IN QUI R Y, IRE LAN D. 

FIR S T REP OR T. 

TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 

WE, The COMMISSIONERS com man Jed by YOUR. MAJ ESTY" to 'inquire into 
II the Condition of the Poorer Classes of Your Majesty's Subjects in 

" Ireland, and into the various Institutions at present established bylaw for their 
H relief; anel also, whether any, and what, further remedial measures appear to 
U be requisite to ameliorate the condition of the Irish Poor, or any portion of 
CI them ;" having made very considerable progress in the arduous duties en~ 
trusted to li S, are now enabled to lay before Your Majesty the large body 
of Evidence, which has been collected. 

This Evidence solely relates to the first branch of the Inquiry, which is now 
complete; namely, as to tlte modes in which the destitute c/asses in Ireland are 
suppo1oted, to the c.rtent and rfficiency of those modes ami thei1' ~cts upon thost! who 
give, and upon those 'who 1'cceive reliif. . 

The Appendix CA.) contains Parochial Examinations relative to the modes of 
rel ieving,-

Deserted and Orphan Children. 
Illegitimate Children and their Mothers. 
'Vidows having Families of young Children. 

, 

The Impotent throug h Age 0 1' other permanent Infirmity. 
The Sick Poor, who in health, arc capable of earning their subsistence. 
The Able·bodied out of Work. 
Vagrancy, as a mode of relief. 

An examination relative to these subjects was made in olle parish in every 
barony, in each of the following counties, seventeen in number:-

CO NNA UGHT. L EINSTER. MUNSTEH.. ULSTER. 

Galway. 
Mayo. 
Roscommon. 
Sligo, 

Carlow. Clare. 
Kildare. Cork. 
Longford. Kerry. 
Westme.th. Limerick. 
Wexford. Tipperary. 

Antrim. 
Donegal. 
Londonderry. 

To these parochial examinations, a Supplement is annexed, contammg 
Answers to Nine Questions on these subjects. The Answers are made by the 
clergy (of the variolls persuasions), the magistracy and others, from every part 
~~OO~~ . 

The Appendix (B.) contains the Examinations relative to Hospitals, Dispen-
~aries and other Medical Charities. . 

An examination was made of every Dispensary in each of the following 
coull ties : -

CONNAUGHT. 

Galway. 
Roscommon. 
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L EINSTER. 

Louth. 
Meath. 
Wicklow. 

M UNSTER. 

Cork. 
KerfY· 

A ,) 

ULSTElt. 

Armagh. 
Down. 

And 
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And of some Dispensaries and Hospitals, ami every IlIlil'lllary ill 

CONNI'>.UGHl'. Ll!:.INS'l'EH. 

Carlow. 
Dublin. 
Kilclare. 
Queen's. 

MUNS'flm. 

Clare. 
Limerick. 

UUi'J'EI1 . 

Antrim. 
Cavall. 
T..ontioll(lcl'ry. 
;M,0llagllun. 
J yrollc. 

To t his Appendix there is attached a Supplement containing Answers by the 
Medicnl Attendants of 4.13 Dispensaries, of 5(j l~cvc l' H ospitals and of :j,'j 

Infirmaries, to 13 Questions. 
The Appendix (C.) contains the Examinations concern ing lnstitn tiollS not 

M edical for t he relief of c.liA:'erent classes of'the Destitute. 
These Institu tions arc principally Mendicity Institutions, Houses of Industry, 

Almshouses and Societies for visiting the destitute, and distribut.ing food, mOlley 
or clothes in the following large towns: 

CONN AUGHT. 

Ballina. 
C ... t1ebar. 
Galway. 
Loughrea. 
Sligo. 
Tuam. 

LEINSTER. 

Athlone. 
Birr. 
Drogheda. 
Dublin. 
Dundalk. 

• 

MUNR'l'J~ll. 

Bandon. 
Bantry. 
Clonmc\. 
Cod..:. 
Dungu.l'von. 
Ennis. 
Kinsale. 
Lim erick. 
Mallow. 
Nellagh. 
Tralce. 
Watedert!. 
Y ollghall . 

UI.S'l'Elt. 

lJelf'"t. 
C~lrrick fe rgus. 
Derry. 
Newry. 

H aving given this summary of the conteuts of Ollr Appentlix, we lake t.his 
opportunity of'stating to Your Majesty,-

1. The difficulties which we have had to CllcountcJ' both li'om t.he ex· 
te nsive 'and compli cateti lJat.Ul'C of the Sllbjcct ibH'!lf, and l'i'oJl1 tile pl!<:lllial' 
social condition of the people 0(' that portion of' Y QUa' 1\'1 ajcli ty's Dominions 
in wh ich the Inquiry has been pro~ccIlLcd. 

II. The course which we have ptWiUCU iq (~ollcctill~ infhl'llHttioll; 
showing how far it is full and impartial, and. therefore how thr worthy 
of confidence. . 

Ill. The reasons why we are not yet enahled to obey Your Majesty's 
Command to report, "'Vhether any and what further remedia l' mea­
sures appear to be requisite to ameliorate the condition of the Irish 
Poor, or any of them." 

L As to the dijJicullies of the Inqui1'!J. 
The great propoL'tion of the Population about and amongst whom the Inquiry 

was to be made, is constantly flu ctuating between Mendicancy and Indepcntlc,;t 
Labour. In whole districts, scarcely one of that class of' s1I bstantiai capitalist 
farmers so universal in England, can be found. The small rC!'idcnt gcntl'Y arc 
but few, and the substantial tradesman is not to he met with at intervals of two 
or three miles as in England; for therl~ are but few towns of sufiicient 
trade to create such a class. The clergy of the var iol1~ pcrslIa!l ions, and 
the proprietors, when res ident , are, in many cases, so much at v:ulanec with 
each other, or with the working population. upon poHtical questiolls, that great 
cauti!lu was requisite in regard to thef manner and uegree, in which we could 
avail ourselves of their assistance. Similar difficulties existed with regaru to 
the constabul.ry, from the frequent col\isioq in which they .re placed with the 
people; and pal'ochial authorities can scarcely be said. to exist. 

In an inqniry abollt: it population, in which many of the ol'uinary distillC­
tion~ 
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tions of society are com~only merged in the same individual, and in an inquiry 
amongst a people the vanous classes of whom had long been at variance with each 
other, it became a matter of fearful moment to determine respectin rr whom the 
inquiry should be made, and from whom testimony could be received, which 
wOl1 ld not merely be impartia l, but which would be admitted by a]J t o be so j the 
one requisite being as important as t he other. We became quick ly and painfully 
alive to the danger which would attend the slig htest error ill our procedure. 
Did we appear to rely too much on the clergy or laity of anyone persuasion, 
we were certain to be accused of political or re ligiolls bias. Did we receive 
testimony more f reely fi'om the rich man than from the poor man, or from the 
'poor lUan than from the rich, we were certain to be denounced as having pre. 
judged t he subject about which we had undertaken impartially to inquire. 

But great as were these difficulties, great as was the circumspection which tlley 
required, another and yet more formitlable diffi culty existed. Your Majesty 
Jlad commanded us to determine" whether any, and, if any, what further reme. 
dial measures appear to be requisite to ameliorate the condition of the irish 
Poor, or any portion of them." 

To determine what measures might be requisite to ameliorate the condition of 
the poorer classes in Ireland, requ ired an investigation extending to almost 
the whole social and productive syslem; for the poorer classes in Ireland may be 
considered as comprehending nearly the whole population ; and as no i03titu. 
tion is i.~o lated in its effect, it is impossible to decide upon the ' consequence 
of' removi ng or creating one law or c Li stom, without consid ering it~ can. 
nexion with every other. It became therefore matter of g rave importance 
to determine whether so extensive an inquiry was practicable; and if not, what 
portion should be chosen. It also became necessary and di fficul t to decide as 
to the order in which such an investigation should proceed ;- which class of 
subjects should be taken first, which last,- which were primary in their effects, 
which secondary. 

On every side we were assa iled by the theories of those who were born or had 
long resided in the country, and consequently might be supposed to have 
posses3ed good opportunity for ascertaining the soundness of theil' opinions. 
One party attributed a11 the poverty and wretchedness of the country to 
an asserted extreme use of ardent spirits, and proposed a system for re­
pressing lllicit distillation, for preventing smuggling, anll for substituting 
beer and coffee. Another party found th e cause in the combinations amongst 
workmen, and proposed rigorous .laws against Trades Unions. Others again 
were equally confident) that the reclamation of the bogs and waste lands 
was the only practicable remedy. A fourt~l party declared the nature of 
the exi"5ting connexion between landlord anel tenant to be the root of all the evil; 
pawnbroking, redundant p-opulation, absence of capital, peculiar relig ious tenets 
and religious differences, pol itical excitement, want of education, the mal. 
administration of justice, the state of p rison d iscipl ine, want of manufactures, and 
of inl and na\'igation, with a variety of other circumstances, were each supported 
by their various advocates with earnestness nnd ability, as being either alone, or 
jointly with some other) the primary cause of all the evils of society j and loan 
fund s, emigration, the repression of political excitement, the in troduction of 
manufactures, and the extension of inland navigation, were accordingly pro­
posed each as the prin cipal means by which the im provement of Ireland could 
be promoted. 

Having so difficult a question to deal with, and so many plausible solutions 
offered to us, aware that the public would be impatient ofa second inquiry, we felt 
bound to use great consideration in selecting the subjects and the order of investi· 

. gatioD. That ~any, if not all , of the alleged causes of evi l did exist in a greater 
or less degree. was suffici ent1y evident; and that good might arise from some 
of the remedies proposed, we were nQt prepared to deny. To decide, without 
careful investigation, upon the degree. in which each might be productive of 
evil or of benefit, would have been at variance with the trust which Your · 
Majesty had confided to us. We therefore determined tbat the I nquiry should 
embrace every subject to which importance seemed to . be attached by any 
large number of persons. , .., 

The great range of I nqutry thus opened to us, made It deSirable thatl t should be 
conducted in separate branches. It was eviden.t that the minds of the Assista.nt 
Commissioners, if employed each npoTl a multitude of subjects, many of which 
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were of themselves sufficiently e:xtensive for a separate CommiHsioll, would 
be incapable of minutely investigating a~ly one, al~d c~nseqllcllt~.Y that ~he most 
obvious facts alone would be ascertamed; whilst It was eVident, from the 
great variety of opinions, that the truth was far fl'On~ obviolls, ar~d r~quircd a 
patient, minute and diligent .search: Two other cvIl~ ~eemcd .1I1cvlta.bly to 
attach to such a general Inqmry. 1he great length 01· tlll~C dur!I1g wInch the 
Examination would last, if each subject were thol'Oughly IllVcstJgatcd, would 
render those who ('fave evidence impatient j consequently the latter subjects ot 
the Inquiry woull'in most case:; be neglected. Again, :ic~eral of ~hc sll hj ~cts 
could be far more efficiently conducte{t by persons havmg pecu lJaI' practical 
k~owledg~. The Inquiry i~to t!le m.:umgement and. cfliciency (~f. Hospithis, 
DIspensaries and other Medlcal Estahiishments, would In all proballlhty be more 
usefully conducted by medical men j whilst an Inquiry into the wages a~ld habits 
of fann labourers, and into the nature and extent of employment lor them, 
would be better entrusted to those 10ng practised in fural occupations. 

The Division which appeared to us the most convenient was ilito two prin­
cipal Branches: 

The first, An Inquiry into the Extent of Destitution, into the Modes 
ill which Relief was afforded to the Destitute, and into the effects of those 
Modes. 

The second, An Inquiry into the Causes of Destitution. 
It was considered advisable to subdivide this latter branch into four distinct 

heads: • 
An Inquiry into the rate of Agricultural \¥nges, the habits of li'arm 

Labourers, the nature and extent of E.mployment in Agriculture, the nature 
and state of Agriculture, to endeavour to d iscover whether there might be 
any measures within the l'each of the Legislature which would tend. to 
increase the demand for labour. 

An Inquiry relative to the Manuf..'1.ctnring Populatioll, amI to Tnulc 
and Manufactures for simila.r purposes. 

An Inquiry relr~tive to the li'isheries, 
And onc relative to Mining. 

II. ' Ve will now state the COU1'se 'lvhic!t we have ZJUrsucd ill CollccLiug iuj;II'matirJ1l ; 
showing hotv far tlte e'Didence is full and impartial, and tlw1'cfure how fin' worth:/j 
of "eliance. . 

Ou r first act in the collection of information was to circulate a I'd of 
Statistical Questions. These Questions were sent to the Clcrgy of each pel'­
suasion , to the Magistracy, to the heads of the l)olice, and to ~uch edu­
cated persons as bad been named as able amI willi llg to give us assistance. 
The purport of these (~uestion~ was to obtain an out line of the extent 
and nature of each l )m'tsh, the number of destitute Persons jt contained, 
the number am! nature of the Institutions for the relicf of the Poor, the 
rates of '''ages, rents of Cottages, &c.; about 7,600 of these Qnestion~ were 
circulated, about 3,100 were returned, and the state of about 1,10U l)arisher; 
was described by them. Many well·infol'med persons 1n every part of' the 
country were induced, through answering these questions, to send state­
ments by which considerable insight was afforded upon many suhj ects of im­
portance. 

To obtain information sufficiently extensive in its range, and sufficiently 
impartial, by means of circulated Questions, was obviously impossible. As a 
Board, we could not pass from one district of the country to another, 
and receive 10cal evidence, if the country was to be e:xtensively visited, 
and if our inquiry was to conclude within any reasonable Dumber of years. 
If each Member of the Board had taken a separate District, it is p"obable 
that each would have been more impressed by those circumstances which llad 
been subjects of personal observation, than by those which had been col­
lected by his colleagues', and consequently were to him only written evidence. 
13esides, many of the Commissioners had other important duties which would not 
admit of their leaving Dublin. To have contented ourselves with such in­
formation as we eQuId obtain by Wjtnesses brought to Dublin would have been 
materially to lessen the cha.nce of obtaining full and impartial information, 
not only as regarded classes of persons, but as regarded the various districts of 
the country, 
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It was obviously necessary, therefore, that others should be deputed to 
make local inquiries. 

The di,fficulty, g reat under any circumstances, of selecting persons upon 
",:h,om rel ~ance cO,uld ~e pla?ed as, possess!n~ intelligence in tracing the truth, 
d~hgence JD p~rsUit of ~t, patJ~n~e I? exar!,ll~mg a variety of persons of different 
views and ,habits, anti ImpartialIty In decIding between conflicting statements, 
was much Increased by the peculiar state of society. . 

In a com,rnunity which ~ad .Iong been divi~ed ~nto .politico-religious parties, 
each regardmg the other with Jealousy and antmosIty, It was extremely difJicult 
to find persons who would be able, even if they were desirous, to divest them­
selves of every partial feeling, nurtured as they had been in an anti·social state. 
And even when persons should have been found who really werE' themselves 
thus impartial, there was still a danger that they would be suspected of par­
taking of the prejudices with which their relatives, friends and connexiuns 
were known to be imbued. 

On the other hand, to bave left the inquiry to those who were foreign to the 
country, would have been to entrust it to persons ignorant of its peculiar social 
~o.nstructi~n; of the peculiar habits and feelings of its people ; of the peculiar 
IdIOms of lts language, and consequently to those who would be incapable of 
guarding a~ainst imposition in the receipt of evidence, and against giving 
offence to those fi·olO whom they received it. The only mode of combining 
the national knowledge possessed by the one, with the impartiality almost 
certain in the other, appeared to be by joining in the inquiry a native of Great 
Britain with a resident native of Ireland. 

In order to reap the fullest advantage possible from such an arrangement. 
we required that all Evidence should be taken in the joint presence of the Irish 
and English Assistant Commissioners; and we have in a few instances been 
compelled to reject Evidence which, through accident, had not been thus 
taken. We likewise empowered either Assistant Commissioner to invite the 
presence of any person whose Evidence might appear to him indi\'idually to 
be important, and to put any question he might think pertinent to the In-
quiry_ . 

In preparing Instructions for the Assistant Commissioners, we searched the 
Evidence given at various times before Committees of Parliament rei,ative 
to the condition of th e people, and to the causes whi~h have directly or 
remotely led to that condition, and also the various private publications 
upon the sub1' eet, and consulted those persons who from their habitli and 
position were ikely to be the best acquainted with the situation of the people. 
Certain circumstances were stated by those whose opinions were thus ob· 
tained, as conveying a faithful representalion of the general physical and mc)ral 
condition of the working classes. Other circumstances were mentioned either 
as the immediate or remote causes of that condition; and again, others as the 
immediate or remote effects. We felt it to be necessary, not only to ascer­
tain to what extent tbose stat~ments might be facts, but whether they 
embraced the whole of the facts; and whether those facts affected a few 
districts, or the whole country. '¥,ith this view minute H eads of Inquiry, 
based upon the information thus obtained, were drawn up. Those Hea"ds of 
Inquiry did not anticipate the negative or affirmative, but were so framed 
as to admit of any explanation within the range of the class to ' which 
each belonged, being general as to that class, but confined to the main 
subject of which each formed only a subdivisiQD .. . It was carefully enforced 
upon the Assistant Commissioners, that those Heads of Inquiry were not for 
the purpose of restricting them, but merely as an assistance to the memory. 
ensuring that, at each examination, no portion of the subject, however minute, 
which was ,known by us to be worthy of consideration could be omitteQ. 
The Assistant Commissioners were. expressly reminded that they were not 
merely at liberty to probe each portion of the subject as far as it might in 
their discretion appear necessary, but that they were positively re.quired to 
do so; the Ht!ads of Inquiry hein{' merely for the purpose of put.tlng them, 
previously to their going out, in p~s5ession of all poin~s .of the subject) as far 
as they were known. 
3~. B In 
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In order tha.t the Ev~dence might be at once full and impartial, <lnd be 
collected and registered in a manner perfectly gatisfactory, the J\ ssistant Com­
missioners were desired to adopt the following course:-

1st. To request the attendance of persons of each grade in society, of each 
of the various re ligious persuasions, anu of' each party in Jlolitics; to give 
to the testimony of each class an ·cqual degree of attention, and to make 
the examinations in th e presence of all; in fi.l.et, in opcn court. Not tu 
allow any person to j oin in conducting the examination, and to state at 
the opening of the proceeJings, that allY stat.ement rmulc by ,111 iolli. 
vidual, and not impugned by any person present, wou ld he consiuered 
to be acknowledged as at least probable by all. 

2dly. To note down, at the time of examinatioll, the replies g ivml, or 
the remarks which occurred to him j to register. M nearly ;.Hi might be 
possible in the words of each witnes~, the statements which might be 
made ; to register the names of all the persons wbo attclltlcd lile examina­
t ion; and before proceeding to examine another district, to s(!lld the 
minutes of the previous examination to the office of the Commissioners 
in Dublin, signed by both the Assistant Commis!; ioners. 

. By the first of these directions, it was hoped, that as none are so convccsrmt 
with those matters which peculiarly or (:hiefly belong to any class, as the 
members of that class, by receiving their Evidence, the Assistant Commis­
sioner wou ld possess himself of the most competent testimony; and that by 
receiving the statement in the presence of other classes, not having the same 
interests or even having opposite interests, but possessing, from local connexion, 
sufficient knowledge of the circumstances of the witnesses, to determine its 
probability, the best security possible would be obtained that each stu.tement 
would be worthy of credence, and that it had not been made solely With 
a view to a sinister and class interest; that by refusing to allow any resident 
of the district to sit with the Assistant Commissioner, or join ill t.hu examilla­
tion, the working classes would feel more confidence in the impartiality of 
the procedure, and would therefore speak without restrain t. By the secoud 
head of direction, we hoped to pr~vide against the possibillty of mhuc­
presentation through any of the circumstances heing forgotten J or others 
which did not exist being inadvert~ntly inserted; by tile words or each 
Witness being recorded as nearly as might be, to leave the evic..lcncc less open to 
misinterpretation, and in effect, to bring the reader more immediately in contact 
with the Witness; by the list of persons who attended the examination being 
given, to enable the public to decide, whet.her each class Wtl .. "1 fhirly repre­
sen ted; and by the Minutes of' Evidence being- trall Rrnittell to the Doard imIDe· 
diately after the examination, and the Assistan t Commissioner not being per­
mitted subsequently to alter them, to obtain a sufficient guarantee that they 
had not been adapted to the theories of the Examiner. 

The Assistant Commissioners were required only. to collect evidence (fact.s 
and opinions), and to record their personal observations .on the subject.", and 
in the manner already detailed; , they had merely, iu the examination of Wit­
nesses and of local circumstances, to act as our representatives ; they were 
not instn.lcted to furnish any general Report nor to make r(,commendations; 
for tiS each Assistant Commissioner was restricted to one branch of the general 
Inquiry, and pro$ecuted thH.t branch in a single division of the country, we 
considered that any general conclusi.ol1s to which he might come would be 
drawn from partial evidence, apd consequently be little trllstworthy. We 
however reserved the power to call for either should we ultimately deem it 
expedient . 

'In addition to the certainty of having every portion of the inquiry investi­
gated in each of the districts visited, the Rystematic form adopted, lDJlkes the 
evidence bear the same arrangement for every district,-each point for each 
district being always in the same part of the evidence. It has also enahled us 
to sepa.rate the ' evidence upon each branch of the Inquiry into several dis­
tinct heads, and to print the evidence on each head taken in various parts of 
the country conjointly. By th is arrangement the mind will not be petplexed 
jn t.he consideration of any subject, by the constant intervention of matters wholly 
foreign. The· examinati ons relative to the support of deserted and orphan 
, children J, 
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children. fOf. insta~ce, take~ ill. a varietr of par.ishes, and in each parish nearly 
at t he same time wlth exammations relallve to SIX other subj ects, have been sepa­
rated from those other subjects, and have been printed consecutively in the 
alphabetical order of the nnmes of tbe parishes; a certainty is created by this 
arrangement, thai however extensive the whole evidence may be, every fact 
bearing upon any one subject wi ll be found within a small compass. The 
primary Questions circulated have each, with the Answers belonging to it, been 
added as a supplement to that portion of' the evidence collected by the Assistant 
Commissioners to which it .relates . . 

The Evidence collected in the great towns and contained in the Appendix 
(C .) however is in most points an exception. This was one of our earliest 
inquiries, and before our system had been matured. The instructions given to 
the Assistant Commissioners were so general as to be vague, aun so extensive in 
the range of suhject as to preclude the possi bility of min ute investigation upon 
any portion of their i nquiry; the circumstances too under which the testimony 
was received, and the manner in which it h·as been recorded, render it of much 
less value lhan that subsequently taken, and forming the Appendixes (A. & D.) 
We should not have printed it had we not fe lt that we had better publish much 
which we consider of inferior value, than gh.'e the slightest countenance to 
an assertion that any of the evidence we had collected has been either sup­
pressed or mutilated. 

III, Tile reaSons for not yet being able to obet} You.r Mqjesty's Command to 
report to you, " T.f7hether any and what further remedial measures appear to be 
requisite to ameliorate the condition of tlte I rish P oor, or any portion of them, JJ are 
perhaps sufficiently given in the fact, that we have not yet completed the second 
branch of OUt' Inquiry, namely, that which relates to "the causes of destitution." 
We feel, however, at liberty to make a more extended explanation, and we think 
such due to ourselves. We should be little worthy of the high trust reposed in 
liS, did we content ourselves with deciding upon the extent and nature of distress. 
or upon the means of only present al1eviation. '\Veconsiderit fell to our duty to 
endeavour, ifpossihle, to investigate the causes of the dest itution which we dis­
cover, and to ascertain why classes of Your Majesty's subje~ts are from time to 
time falling into a state of wretchedness; why the labouring population do not 
provide aga inst those events which seem inevitable; why the able-bodied Ja­
bourer does not provide againM the sickness of himself or that of the various 
members of his fami ly; agai~st the temporary absence of employment; against the 
certain infirmity of age ; or against the destitutio!1 of his widow and his chi ldren, 
in the contingent event of his own premature decease ; whether these omissions 
arise fcom any peculiar improvidence in his habits, or from the insufficiency 
of erqployment, or from the low rate of his wages. It would not even be 
sufficient did we answer, that the limited amount of employment and the rate 
of his wages will not permit him. It is our duty to carry the investigation 
fwther, and at least to endeavour to trace whether there be any circumsta.nces 
which restrict the amount of employment or the rate of wages; or in any 
other way offer impediments to the improvement of the peopllj. which are .such 
as can be remedied by legislation, 

T he principal occupation in Ireland being agricultural, our 6rst attention 
has been directed to that branch of industry, We are informed, both 
through private communications, and through Parliamentary and other public 
documents, that there is much unrec1aimed land in Ireland which might be 
brought into cultivation, and that land already under culti vation might thruugh~ 
out Ireland be more efficiently worked, ;md thus increase the demand for 
labour, We wish to ascertain to what extent these statements are well founded, 
and whether the evil is attributable to want of capi tal or to want of skill, and 
wbether there are any circumstances which have deterred British capitalists 

. from, coming to Ireland, or have prevented the investment in agricultu re of 
capital actually existing in Ireland; and to what extent thQ5e · circumstances 
have proved injurious ;-in case the evil arises from a deficiency of skill in the 
tenantry, to ascertain wbether there are any means by which a superior know ... 
ledge of agriculture can be diffused; whether it be possible generaiJy to in tro· 
duce those systems whicb, in 1;:>own, Armagh, and in otheL' counties are 
reported to have prod Ll ~ed the most beneficia) .results, both to the owner and to 
the occupier. , . 
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Other causes of inferior cultivation have been assigned, npon which it is 
n ecessary to possess information. Some of these respect corporat..:: lands, lands 
of minor~ ·Iands in litiooation, lands held under c listod iam, &c. ; ami more par­
ticularly I;mds in posse~sion of sub-IanrUords, whose i~ltcrest. is lIot ~ufHcientiy. 
extensive to permit them to look beyond present gam, whilst the mterest of 
the head landlord is too remote to induce him to lay alit capital, t hc benefit 
of which could scarcely accrue to himself, cven at a ve ry distant time: ~thers 
respect th e conditions upon wh ich the tenantry hold the land and bUIldings : 
others respect the means of communication, their absence, or. their imperfect 
condition as creating an impediment between the growe r and Ill S mark ct. 

"'Te are also about to inquire into the actual condition of the agricultural 
labourer as to food, clothing and habitation; and the tcrms upon which he 
p ossesses con-a~re ground o~ holds as it cottier te ~JaIl t. . . 

'We feel that in endeavounng to prevent the eXIstence ofdeslitutlOn, we shall 
more !>trictly fulfil Your Majesty's Commis!>iol1, than if we mcrely dcvise,l 
means for alleviating misery after it ha.d arisen. We shall fecI deep pain shoulll 
W I.! ultimately be compelled to leave to any portion of the })easantry of Ircland. 
a continuation of distress on the one hand, or a mere otter of charity on 
the other. l?ar more O'rateful would be the oHice of' recoO'lmellding mcasures by 
which the industrious iabourer might have the prospect of a cOllstant field f ()I' 
his exer tions, with a remuneration sufficient for his preseTlt dem:uHhi , and ad· 
mitting of a p rovision against those contingencies which attach to himself amI 
to his fam ily. It is our anxious wish to do more than diminish the wretcht~d~ 
ness of portions of' the working classes ; we are most solicitous to place the 
whole of those classes in the greatest state of comfort which it may be within 
the reach of the Legislature permanently to provide, consistently with the good 
of the rest of society. 

But even were there not that necessity which we arc convincetl there is for 
further inquiry to enable us to decide whether much of the now exi~ting 
misery mig ht be prevented, still we should be compelled to proceed in order 
to avoid recommending measures which might lcml to new evi ls. \Vc 
cannot otherwise tell what might be the eilccts upon those who arC:! now 
able to support themselves, of any mode of relief which mip;ht be proposed; 
llOW fur. such mode of relief to those ·who arc destitute mi ght incrcu:ic tho 
amount of destitution. These are not idle feul's, but sllch cautions us ncces· 
sarily suggest themselves to those who ar.e acquainted with the eilectR produced 
upon the labourers in England. by t he public-provision for the destitute in 
that cO l.lntl'y. Looking beyond the physical condition of the working classcil, 
we also are desi rous of guarding aga inst the moral deg radation which might 
follow ill the train of measures benevolently intended, !Jut ill~j lldgcd. when 
applied to a nation possessing the habits and being in the peculiar situation 
of the People ofIreland. . 

Having heard complaints within and out 'of Parliament, that we have con­
sumed much time and money in prosecllting our inquiry, we avail ourselvcs of 
this opportunity of soliciting the atlention of Your Majesty to onc or two rc­
marks on these alleged g rounds of complaint. Your Majesty's Commi ssion bears 
uate 25th September 1888 ; we have therefore to the present time heen occu· 
pied one year and ten montbs. We have the fulles t reason to belicve 
that we tihall have completed th e Evidence before the close of the autumn, 
and that we shall ·th en be able to lay an addition.1 portion of it before 
Your Majesty, accompanied by some recommendations as to certain parts 
of the subj ect referred to liS; and that early in February we shall be able 
to close the Commission by a final Report. W hetber the time occupied by the 
Commission . be or be not unreasonably long, must wholly 4epend upon the 
nature and extent of the subject; the extent of the distri ct to which it refers; 
the number of classes of persons in those districts whom it peculiarly concerns ; 
the willingness and ability for giving the 'required information possessed by 
those of whom the Inquiry must be niade; and, finally, upon the mi nuteness 
of the investig ation . 'To estimate fairly tHe t ime necessary for all Inquiry, 
wi~hout considering those ci rcumstances, would be impo~sible : One Commis­
sion might be fairly accused of being dilatory, t hollgh it had existed uut six 
months ; whilst anothe·r might have· been most active and diligent, and yet 
·have extended over seveml years. An Inquiry for obtaining an accurate body 
of Stutistics-for ascer tnining the nurnbers of each religious denomination in 

U cOllntry, 
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::L country, would require far less time than an Inquiry for instance into the 
mental and moral effects produced upon a population by various systems of 
Education. . 

An Inquiry intd the circumstances which retard the prosperity of a nation 
and into those circumstances which might improve its general condition (th~ 
objects of our Inquiry) is clearly very different in its scope and difficulty' from 
an Inquiry in to the effects of a single Institution, as for instance into Corpora­
tions. For an Inquiry relative to Corporations is not only confined to the 
effects of a single institution, but even to its effects upon a very small portion 
of a community. In like manner an Inquiry int9 the administra£ion and 
operation of an existing system of Poor Laws, though most extensive as 
regards the district of c~untry and ~he c~asses of person~ affected-~nc:Iuding 
the whole Country and Its l>opu]atlOn- Is yet comparatIvely very hmlted in 
the subject. An Inquiry as to whether any measures can improve the 
condition of a people, might and would incluCie an investigation into the imme­
diate .and femote effects, both on morals and on, production , of every law and 
every usage. It must embrace every class of the community, in every district 
of the country. 

No Commission could possibly be entrusted with a wider or more complicated 
subject for its investigation than ours; few Commissioners, perhaps, ever re­
ceived such wide instructions. Ij'ew Commissions have had a greater district 
over which to extend their examinations. None could have had a larger por­
tion of a community to consult. None have had a comm unity 'in which in­
formation was more difficult to collect than that of Ireland; and we think the 
Evidence which we now lay before Your Majesty will show that the minute­
ness and accuracy of investigation will bear a . comparison with the knoWl~ 
results of any other inquil'y. Thus, whilst no other inquiry has u·pon a.ny one 
point exceeded in difficulty that with which we have had to contend, we have 
lind. to .encounter the combined difficulties of all other inquiries. 

These remarks are Dot made under the impression that Your Ma.jesty has 
considered us to have been dilatory in our proceedings : they are not made with 
the desire to disparage the labours of others; nor to claim for ourselves any 
peculiar merit. They are rna.de becau~e we know that on the close of Ollr 

labours a period will have elapsed rather, . .exceeding that occupied by several 
very effective inquiries, particularly by th.tt on the English Poor Laws. 'Ve 
refer to that inquiry, because the highest. estimat~ has been formed of the manner 
in which it was conducted. hath as regards diligence and accuracy, and because 
we feel that in measuring our labours, and the time they are likely to occupy, 
hy sU'ch a standard, we shall have taken the surest mode of showing that 
we have used the ubnost diligence. . 

With a view to lighten as far as possible the arduous duties attaching to 
us, the collection and the arrangement of the Evidence, and the general 
machinery (If all Commissions being to a great extent similar, a Secretary 
was appointed who possessed experience in such occupations, and who was 
the refore likely to anticipate many facilities and difficulties which would 
escape the observation of those who were not equally practised. J'rom the 
si milarity in inany respects of an Inquiry into the operation of the Poor Laws 
in England, and an Inquiry into the conditi.em of the poorer classes in Ireland, 
the Secretary to the former I!1quiry was appointed. But the business of the 
English Inquiry having been prolonged beyond the pp.riod anticipated, he was 
not permitted to join us till six rnonths~after the Commission had been in opera,.. 
tion, and consequently the experience by which we were to benefit, and thus 
to shorten our labours) was withheld during a veTY important period of our 
sittings. 

With regm'd to the eCD1l0m.l/ with which 'too have conducted the I1Iquiry, this 
cannot, any more than the time, be justly estimated without ·considering the 
extent and difficulty of the duties, and the ma.nner in which ~hey have been 
performed, An Inquiry which contains but one branch can, of course, be con~ 
ducted for a smaller sum than one which contains three or foul'; for either an 'ad~ 
ditional number of Assistant Commissioners will be required for the latter, or ifan 
equal number only be ~mployedJ t~e~ must be con~inu~d during a. far greater 
length of time. Agam, a CommISSion, the examInatIOns of whIch can be 
conducted by Assistant Commissioners acting singly, will be at far less expense 
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than one the examinations of which must be taken before two Assistant 
Commissioners. On the English Poor Law Inquiry, the Assistant Com­
missioners were only engaged during three montlls; tile Ass istant COIn­
missioners on thh; Inquiry have been constantly employed during nearly 
eighteen months. The great expenditure upon every I nquiry of this descrip­
tion consists in the travelling expenditure of the Assista1lt Commi::;sioncrs. 
Had it been possihle to bring before a Parliamentary Committee the same 
description and the same number of witnesses as IHwe been cxamincll before 
our Assistant Commissioners, twenty times the amount of our expenditure 
would not have sufficed: and yet the value of Evidencc depcnds chietty upon 
the number of persons examined, and upon the Ilumher of districts about 
which information is gained. 

W e cannot conclude th is sket~h of our proceeding,'; lip to the prcsent pcriod, 
without remarking that, having heen appointed to inquire in to the condition 
of that portion of YOllr Majesty's Irish subjec tg, who arc 01' may ue cuwii­
dered as ·requiring relief: we have felt it OUl' duty to devote om' attcntion, in 
the tirst instance, to those classes in which distress was known 01' supposed 
principally to prevail. We think it necessary to make til is observation, in 
consequence of our Evidence containing so few details as to thc condition of 
the pOOl' placed in more favourable circumstances, We know that there is a 
very large number of imitances in which through the benevolent :tllll judicious 
devotion of individuals to the personal supcrintendcllce of thei r estates, and the 
improvement of the condition of their poorer neighbours, much misery has 
been alleviated, and much wholly prevented. 

All which We humbly certify to Youn MAJESTV. 

RICI{" DUBLIN. (L,'.) 

D. MURRAY. (L.S.) 

CliARLES VIONOLES. ( L. A.) 

ll. MORE O'FEllitALL. «(,.s.) 

JAMES CARLILE. (L.A.) 

F. HORT. (L ••. ) 

JOllN CORRIE. (L. s.) 

J. L. W. NAPER. (L. s.) 

W, ll. WRlGllTSON. (L.,.) 
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DESERTED AND ORl' HAN CHILDREN. 

Persons who attended the Examination . 

AppendiK ( A •. , 

DESER'tEU .U 'I D 

OJl.ru."I.x 
CHII_DB.ZN. 

Cunnaugltt. 
County Galway. 

Enminl.ltoOS tlken bl 
Jo'rancis DiJ;::en.., .Esq. 
W. T . lU'Cull:J.gh. Esq. 

J OHN BaROUOOES, labourer.-JOSEPH BOTUEIUt.L, servant to Mr. St. George.--JOIIN BURKE,esq. ------­
-Rev. J. FtTZGEllALll, roman-catholic ]'ector.-Dr. H ARTN£TT.-Dr. K ltLLY.-JAlf£S L.YNCIf, P arish I-lr:adford, 
lnbourer.-Rev.J. MIL l1.A, protestant rectOl',-JOHNO'PLAGHERTY, esq.-Jo H N RYAN, labourer.- Bar. Clare. 
R. J. MA N5E RCI'l ST. GEORGE, esq., HC<'Ldfort Castle.- Mr. C. J ,nnIl:SON, mCrChant.-LAWIU);CE 

TOOLE, cnrman.-Rev. J. "VALSK, l'om::m-cnlholic rector . 

.. TUERE have been no children deserted in this parish for these last three years; beforo 
tho discontinuation of the practice, the average was one each year; they were always 
watched, until taken up by some persons; and I have reason to believe that they were left by 
stran~ers." -( Mara.) 

"1 here aro fewer desertions than there were formerly, the principal cause of which is, 
thnt there is now no assessment made by the vestry fat' t heir support."-(St. George.)-­
.. About fo ul' years ago n elead cbild was found in this pal'ish."-(Ryall.)--" The working 
classes here could not lay by oue halfpenny; it is seldom tried by any except the farmers ; 
the latler might be able to lay something up for their. children to assist them if they were 
left orphans; the others nre too poor."-( llyan.)--" When they get constant work they 
might, and do."-(St. George.) 

.. Orphans are chiefly supported by sman collections made at chapel and from house to 
house."-(Walsh.)--<' I know two orphan children who are supported bya poor man who 
is an insolvent, aud was badly able to do it; he is in gaol for the last two months, and the 
neighbours made a trifling collection for them, among themselves."-(Burke.}--" When 
tile Foundling.hospital was open, it was much less expens'e to send them up to D ublin than 
to pay for nursing t hem in the parish:'-(St. George.)--" 1 think the closing of the 
Foundling-hospital was 11 loss ; I should be in favour of re-opening it."-(St. George.)-­
" J knew many children to have been keJ?t in tbe country rather than send them to the 
Foundling-hospital:'- (Walsh.)--U I thlOk the people are, generally speaking, content 
wi th the present state as regards deserted ch ildren: it would be very difficult to establish 
a legislative interference that would not be calculated to increase the number of desertions . 
The Foundling-hospital was good in the days wherein it existed. because as the children 
were hrought up in the fa.ith of the establi shed church, the mothers made every exertion to 
maintai n them rather than put them in the way of being brought up in a faith uncongenial 
to their opinions; it was therefore a great check to desertiou, without being so severe a ODe 
as to prod lice intanticide, ror any that were deserted were deserted in auch a manner as to 
be bruught under the eyes of the churchwo.rdens." - (St. George.) 

PA.rltlClt B URKE, esq., :1. P., Dnmesfield.- OWEN CLARKE, small landholder.- PATRICli: Fox, ------_ 
formerly brazier, now 3, labourer.-Mr. JOHN GBH.tl.AGH'rY, shopkecper.-PE"II!: n. J OYCE, labourer. Pa.rish X i/cumm!n. 
_REDblONJ) K EL LY, masou.-Rcv. Dr. KmwA N, rom lln·catholic r~ctor.-ANTlIONY MARTIN, Bar. 'ft[oycu!JclI. 
esq.J J.P., Currariva.-Jol.[!{ M'DoNOGU, housekceper._M. M'DoNoon, labourer.- RICHAR.D 
!\i'DONOOH, fanner._Dr.NIS JI.:PGRi\.TU, (ormerly shopk~eper, ·now n butcher._Mr. J OHN 
M'Klnv, under.agent to Mr. Martin._Capt. O'FLA.HER'rY, ;1 .1'. , Lemonfield._GEonGE O'FLA. · 
luiTY, esq:, Lemonfield.-Jou N SW£ltNEY, carpenter.-Rev. JOliN \VILSON, protestant vicar. 

" I AM a widow. M y daughter also is a widow. I am reariug a foundling, who is now 
lZ years old. I have a cabin, for which I pay 8s. a year rentj I am two years in arrear. 
I was not able to work har.d for the last three ycars j before that, I used· to man.ufacture 
a b it of canvass to pay my .rent. I often go with the risk of my life ·to places fot the 
neighbours, striving to earn something . For one day that we have enou~h to eat, we are 
two days that we have not. I attend the sick sometimes. I need not nsk myself at all, 
bu t for the little boy, who must have something to eat. I received altogether 6l; 9'" 4d. 
from the pa.rish for supr,0rtiug the child. The people are unwilling to pay the cess; I do 
not think they were ab e. The blanket that was on ' my bed I cut 'up to make two li ttle 
petticoatt> for the child. I do not kn,ow what kitchen means; I am not able to buy .. halr~ 
p~llny-worth of milk. in the fortnight, and have not tasted even a herring these three months; 

0.5. :B I got 



Appendix (A.) . 2 APPENDIX to FIRST REI.JORT from tile COMMISSIONERS Jor inquiring 

D.ES F.ItT1W AlID 
OhI' fU N 

CU I LDR I!: N, 

Corl1l(l1Igl1i , 
County Galway. 

En min"li,!Us luken j,y 
l 'r"nci! D iggeu!, E!q. 
Vi. T. M'Cullagh,Es(l' 

Pari!.h J\.ilcllnlmill . 

Bar. lJloycullclI, 

Pariah Tuum. 
Town of Tuum. 

B <lr. Clare. 

I got no meal since the time it was given out by the committee. L cannot spin wool, but 
somdimes get a stone of potatoes from a neighbour for spi uni ng one pound of {lax; a 
cripp1e, three feet high, mi ght spin flax, but it reqll i re~ a s trong person to spin wool. A 
womflll would get G d. a dozen for yarn 15 years ago, but now she would uot ge t :.3 d. 
-(}'lar:.1J Carr.) 

.. Mary Carr is a fuir specimen of the widows. I bel ieve there ure [,0 ill the parish, who 
are living upon the brink of professional mendicancy, lind supported by the bounty of the 
)leighbours."-(Gc01·gc Cottiw,ham.)--" A straugc womall came into lhe pmish about 
)l i lle years fl O'D, fl.u d left a chifd with a woman , to whom she gave l/', I gave tbe woman 
with whom the child was left 3l., for two yea rs ; she is wife to one of the pourc>it men in the 
country; they were obliged, last winte r, to get clothes <lnd lllea l to keep the lire ill the lll, on 
c\'~dit . and were wretchedly uneasy until it was paid , wh ich He t them very hurd,"­
(H. J tallegan.) 

I< There are liD regular books kept in the parish. You will find ill the aCcOIill t'J)crlmps, an 
entry of the whole amount of assessment, <lucI the payment of the sexton all the cle rk j 
but we never kept any account of the sums due 1'01' the suppor t of children; :1 t. yearly were 
voted for Carr's child, but 1 believe i t was paid il) full to her ; 1 do no t tli ill k tlte book will 
show how much she got, nor can r tell it ; Mr. Carr got the lll Or.;t part of the collcclio llS 
made at ,the ch urch. The collection is sometimes 1 d, ami sometimes I ~tl. a week, it nevel' 
exceeds 1 S., except on festival days." - (R ev. Mr. Wilsoll.)-" 1 collected the full amount of 
vestry cess from the year 1824 to 1829 j 1 levied it from all the villages equally. I think it 
would be quite impossible to collect it by itself, I would not attempt it, but being high 
cOllstable during those years, 1 found it easy to collect it along with the other t axes, The lust 
assc.ssment was made last E aster 12 mon ths, there was no attempt made to levy it; the year 
before there was hardly any of the cess levied."-(Mr. Edmund O'Jo''lo!l"rl!J ') 

E vidence cif the Archbishop of Tuam, written b!J himself: 

Any children that are de~erted are supposed to be illegitimate. There have been some 
instances of t hei r perish ing before they were discovered , but they have Leon ve ry ft~ w. 

From the p resent rate of wages nnd quantity of employment given to labourers, it woul (t. 
be impossible to reserve what would support their children, in case of th ei l' heill~ left 
orphans; they never attemllt it . How are they to nttem pt makiug HllCh a provisioll , when 
the rate of wages is not sufficient for thei r support, if they have large liunil ics't The 
support of orphnns genel1\lly falls ul)on the nearest relatives . ' 

Formerly, and even within these atter years, the churchwal'den~ took charge of desc rteU 
children. 

At the last assizes the Protestant clergy sought for presentments rrom thegoillg' judge 
assize, but few parishes obtained what was requ isite; it is hoped, however, that a t the "pring 
assizes what is required will be done. The ch urchwarden!; do lIOt now, in seyt'ml pUrlshes, 
tn ke charp;e of children who have been deserted . At IM t Easter there was 110 appointment 
of such offi cers; there was responsi bility and ri sk and odium attached to it; llud it wtUl 

seVElre to infl ic t upon Protestan ts exclUSI vely such an oHic!!. 
No paroch ial provision was ever contem plated by the Irish laws for any children Iltlt those 

who had been deserted . 
They were usually (when taken charge of by the ehurc1~wnrdens) put out to nmse ; they 

were always ta!,en good care of, and had great tenderness shown them. The clergy viSit 
them, and the church wardens see them, at the periods when those who takc care of'them 
are paid, . 

Five pounds per annum is the highest sum which can be ex pended on the support of each 
child . H eretofore the sum was provided by a vest ry assessmen t ; but s ince tl13.t was 
abolished it has been sought for, under a special law, from the going judge of' assi%c . 

There is no Foundling-hospital to which they can be sent. 1 never heard of any com- · 
plaints being made concerning the distribution of the fund by the churchwardens. Those 
·deserted children who were taken care of by the churchwardens were, under the direction of 
the vestry, apprenticed to trades or as servants. . 

There was an apprentice fund levied on the parish . When children are deserted at a morc 
advanced age than what may be termed infancy, the law makes no provision for them, and 
they generally become beggars , I think the practice ,of taking care of deserted child ren 
increases the numher of desertions; but ifno charge were taken of them, might no t a worse 
crime and consequence be apprehended ? Desertion ha~ not decreased since the closing of 
the Foundling-hospital in Dublin. The parish still afforded protection to the deserted. It 
may be remarked, however, that the J'oundling-hospital d iscontinued t he ind iscri minate 
reception or ch ildren lon~ before it closed. 

T he present system certainly requires imrrovement; the provision is now no longer by: 
vestry, but from the grand jury through the Judge. The superintendence of churchwardens 
eithe r has been or wilt soon be withheld, and the office itseJt will cease altogether. 

The improvement which I would propose, is to commit the superinten.dence of deserted 
children exclusively to tIle parochial ministry, I men n the' minis try of the l~tablished 
Church, and that the funds requisite be .entrusted to their hands, and the due administra­
tion thcreofbe ,necounted for before the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, whose duty it should 
be made to control this expenditure. 

The · 
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The general opinion was against provision by vestry. as has recently been expressed. 
H ow far the mode by grand j ury presentment will be more generally acceptable, is yet to be 
proved. 

Evidence of D r, M< Hale, R. c. A rchbishop 0/ Tuum, as written by himself. 

Appendix (A.) 

D ESERTED AND 
ORPHAN 

CH I LDRES. 

C01l7!Uug hi. 
County Galway. 

There is scarcely an example ( I never heard of any) of legitimate children having been 
deserted . 

. There are nOl any funds for the support of deserted children; few of them are sheltered 
or educated by the religious orders. The churchwarden docs nol always take charge of 
·them. 

Euminaliol\! taken by 
} 'nDdi. Dil:{:ens, uq . 

W. T. M'Culll~h. Esq , 

Pasons toha attended the E.ramination. 

Mr. WILLIHf BlIt:.fINGHAM'. woollen.draper.- Re", Dr. BURKE, roman-catholic rector of tills 
parish and dean of Duomorc.-GEoROJ;; CLENDENNING, esq., magistrate.-Mr. COLLINS, n gen ­
tleman connected with the press.-RICHAltD GIBBONS, small farmer of l iz acres._Mr. LA ltGZ, 

clerk of petty sessions and churchwarden.- MATTHEW h:l'D o-"JNELL, e;;q. magistrnte._RoBEP.T 
W. M'I LVEA, esq., magistrate.- \VlLLlAM M 'MI LEn, small farmer of 1 '2 ac res.-Etnl'AUD 
l\{'NALLT, weaver.-JOHN REEOAN, Jabourer.-THOl,IAS RULL'( , labourer.-Mr. GE.ORGE 

WOODS, general merchant.-Mr. JOliN WYNN);, genel'al merchant. 

MR. L ARG E, churchwarden, says: "The parochial assessment for the support of deserted 
·child l'en has, been discontinued for three years. Since that time only one chi ld has been 
,deserted, thou~h the practice had previously been very common. This child is supported 
by a subscription among the richer classes. 

The number of orphans has been lately very much increased by tlle prevalence of cholera. 
Mr. Large. having been one of the officers of health , has had an opportunity of judging of 
their numbers, which he thinks cnnnot be under 300, of children below the age of 1!2 yt'ars, 
,left without fath er or mother. H e says a subscription was raised at the time for their relie f, 
by which perhaps one-fourth of them were assisted. Some of them were clolhed, so as to 
fit them to be taken as helpers into farmers' houses or famili es in the town. Some got pro­
visions that kept t hem together for a few months. If the parents had held land , and allY 
of the family were able to TlOId it on, they were never disturbed in the possession, and the 
arrear due by the parents was generally forgiven them. I caunot call to mind any instance 
in. which some of the family were not able to hold on tbe farm. What became of the other 
th ree-fourths has DOt fallen under my notice, but from what I _ kn ow of the habits of the 
country people, 1 m\lst suppose tha~ a large proportion were sheltered by relatives or 
neighbours, by whom the services of the elder children would be deemed nearly as equivalent 
for their food j the youn ger would be a dead weight on t bem. A very large number must 
have been reduced to beggary; the children of the town labourers, particu larly, could 
scarcely have any other resource. Ml'; M'Miler and R eilly think there cannot be less than 
40 to 50 orplHtns begging in the town alone, and mention one case of three children, the 
eldest about eight yenrs old, not having a single friend to look afier them, who may be seen 
every any goin~ together from door to door hegging for food; their lodging they can easily 
get from any 0 1 the poorer classes. M'Nally, who lives in the country, says: " In the houses 
next to me, Oil each side, two fami li es of children, one consistin ~ of four, the other of th ree, 
were last year left orphans, their fathers and mOlhers being earned off within a few hours of 
each other by cholera. In the former ease the parents held a rood of land, on which they 
had planted some potatoes before t heir death. The child ren received Borne assistance from 
the subscription fu nd mentioned above, which helped them until their crop was fit for usc. 
Their cabin fell in, nnd the neighbours rebuilt it, and whenever they came short of p,TO­
visions the neighbours were ready to assist them, but they never begged publicly . l'~e 
eldest was a boy, of 12 years; a merchant, out of charity, give!! him some employment m 
his store, which enables him to do something for himself and his brother and sisters. I, 
myself, took one of them, a girl, into my own house; I am a weaver, and she winds some 
quills for me; I took he r in from charity., but this makes it come easier to me. The other 
family of three got no assistance from the subscription fund . My dnu~bter took onc of 
them into her house for charity, thouO'h no way related, but as a neighbour; the ch ild 
makes herse lf of use, she minds an infant for ber while she is otherwise engaged .. T heir 
.aunt, a hard strugglinO' widow, undertook the support of the other two. Tois is the way 
orphan children are di~persed . through their charitable nei.ghbours and relatives, if they have ' 
any such to look after them; jf they -have not they must beg." . 
, The witnesses do not know allY instance of an infant being left an orphan without elder 

brothers or sisters to take charge of it. If such occurred -there .would most 'probably be 
found some rela.tives of the parents to undertake the care of it. 

II !II'Nally is a n ry poor man, a. weaver; be bas not eonatant employment; hut may eRrn on an 
R"eIage 3$. a week. He holds half an acre of land. ' , 

B' 

P arish Tuam. 
Town of 1',larn. 

Bar. Clare. 

Conr.augh.t, 
County Mayo. 

EJllmiulltioI:S 11I1I: ~ n by 
J ohn SPCllCtr, Elq. 
W ilwn Gra]. Lq. 

Parisu Augkcah. 
Bar. A1l1rri~k. 
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DESEn'rl~D AND 
Olll'tJ/l..N 

CHILDlt£~·. 

CotUlUlight, 
Connty l\layo. 

Examinations taken by 
J uhn Spencer, Esq. 
Wilson Omy. E~(I. 

Town of Ralli1itl 
and A rumtn:c. 
Bar. T yra'Wlcy. 

Parish Congo 
Villnge Congo 

PCI·S01J.S who attended the Examination. 

ROB ERT ARMSTRONG, csg., at prescllt engaged huilding a bridge, anu cm ploys mnny lubourcrs._ 
EOW/l..ItD ATKINSON, esq., nlerchnnt and clml'chwuruen-JAMI(:::l nltOWNE, labollrcr.-\VILL I AM 
CALDWELL, csq., C. C.-THADY C.Aln{'I N, laboUl'cr.-PA·I'lllCI~ COOI'lm, Iabol\l·cl·.- lkv. Mr. 

COS'I'ELLa, parish pl'icst._l\Jr. MARTIN COLKEEN, cl:t~sical tcnchcr.- -- nEVEr.IN, C~<r" M . l>. 

-JOHN DU PI'EY, Inbourcr._.TonDA!i FIT;:STEPlI EN, brokcn. down labourcl,,- CII'l'IUmlNE 
FLYNN, bcggar.-OWEN G ALLAGJUm, broken dOlllo labol1rer.-WILLIAM IJAN I.f;\", ]uhourer,_ 
l\L\llY HA NJ.EY, beggar.-Mr. JOHN I tlV lN, farmcl'.-Witlow KILlIOY, lahoul'cl··:::l widoll'._ 
S'l·£l'II IW LOFTUS, esq., me,chunt.-.IAMlCS LOF1·US, Inbourer.- . __ l\1'HUGlI, C!H]., U.1I.-­

PATRlCK M'NA~r,\nA, Inbourer.-IVII". JOlIN MOYLI'.s, furmel', ami owner ofa nurnhel' of hlbollI'CI·':; 
cabi ns.- TUOM AS O'HARA, laUourer._ DOllflNICK WALDUON, labourcr.- Rcv. MI'. VEItSCUOYLE, 
protestant rector. 

THEUE al'e at present four deserted children in the parish, nIl of ,,,hom were dese rted more 
than two years ugo; they were at first supported by parochial assessment; but fOI" thc IU!:It 
two veal'S the pnl'ishioners have refused to assess th emselves for that pm-pose; sume givillg 
fo1' reason, that no churchwarden would undertake to collect the asseasruent; others, that it 
operated as an encollrngement to the practice of' desertion. Thel'(~ have been no desertions 
since the assessm ent has cea.sed, which all the witnesses agree in considering as a conse­
quence of this cessation, " for while the fun ds were forthcoming there was no lack of a ppli­
cations." T he s upport of the children deserted before lhat time now fall s on the nurses with 
whom they were put ou t by the churchwardens, before the collection of the parochia l f unds 
for their support ceased. Assistance of a few shillings is occas ionally givcn from the poor­
money collected at the protestant church. John Walsh, a labourer, one of the persons on 
whom tIl e support of three foundlings has now devolved, says: It 1 have seven children of 
my own, from nine months to 18 yeurs of age, to su pport. Four years ago my wife undm­
took the care of a foundling t(:n' 6s. per month ; we were regularly paitl fo r the fit'st and 
second yea rs; the third year, I processed tIle churchwardcns and recovered (.hc amount. 
£ . '1 is now due to me, and i f 1 had it, it woulel enable me to re lease my COllaerc pota toes . 
But thou gh I know the churchwarden is accountable to me by Jaw fol' tlw muncy. the law is 
little protection to me, as I am too poor to pay for it. l wOl'ked yes terday fur [id ., twtl have 
no work to get to-day, and the expeuse of filing and servjn~ the process auti Lll f.: ut torney's 
fee would amount to 4 s. 6d." 

No instance of infanticide has occurred for severnl yeurs, nor any of deserted children 
perishin g before discovered. 

MI'. Atkinsun mentions an instance of the inh ab itants of a village where a chi ld wall 
deserted undertaking the s upport of it four yeurs ago, at a time whell funds weru luv ied Jor 
that purpose ofF the parish, and they might have rclievetll.hcUlscl vcs of the burden hy all 
applicatioo to t.he churchwarden. '1'hey passed the child from house to hOllse, l t~aviu~ it tt 
few week s at each) fI:i they had agreed on among them, ulltil it came to a married (:ollp\e, 
who, h avillg no children, adopted it, aud have si nce rearcd. it tll'i th eit· OWII. Mr. Atkill~(J1l 
cannot ~xJllain the iudillcrellce of the vill'1gers to riddiug thcmselvcH of' th o burden othcrwjHe 
than by su pposing that ea.ch individual might hnve though t it less trouble to ,;up port 1.Iw 
c11ild fol' a few weeks than take it four or five miles to the churchwarden, where probably he 
h ad some doubt of succeeding in his application. 

Pe-rsons who attended tile Examination. 

_ _ BLAtt:E, esq., po1ic~ officer._FllANCIS BURKE, esq. -:Mr. BUTLER, large farmer.-WILJ .. JAU 
'BUTLER, landholder, 10 acres.-Rev. Mr. CRAMPTON, protestant rector, and magistrnte.­
__ ELWOOD, esq.) magistrnte.-Mr, J OIIlI' ELWOOD, shopkccper.-JollN FINN, esq., magistrate 
and resident proprietor,-TUoMAS HOPIONS. labourer.- MlcllAEL HYNES, butcher.- WALTEIL 
J El'NIl'GS, Inbourel".-Mr. IWDoNNELL, large fnrmer.-PETEl~ MOLOWNEY, wenver._AN1·HONY 
O'Bl\ICN, stone~cutter._Rcv. Mr. WALDRON, roman-catholic rector. . 

No child lIas been deserted in this parish for severnl years; and the case of a young- child, 
or family of children, deprived of both thei~ parents, is r~l"e; .when.it does occur, they ure 
tuken care of by the relatives of the parents~.lftheJ: cun afl-ortllt, or If ~he .parents l~ave left 
any means; if II0t., the cl?est would .beg With o~ for the youn~est • . 0 lln~~1 mentions ~tW 
case of two very young Chl~dl'en derrtv ~d o.f thell' p~rents, and havlIIg 110 fr~end to PI'OVl{lll 
for th em; he himself gave them lodr;mg: m his house tor a. year-and-a.~half, wIllIe they beggeu. 
for their food , which .he could not afford them. 
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Persom who attended the Eraminallon. 

JOflN llARNs, cottier, holds 2 i acrcs.-JOltN Cox, farmer, hol ding 8 acres.- JAloIJ:!S FnEHtLL, 
coltier, holds 1 netc . - J AMES GALLAGHER, fdrmer, 7ncres.- Rev. Ml'.GIBBONS, roman· catholic 
rectol'.-Mr. AUSTIN GlBBUNS, assistant to Mr. Durki n, apothecary.-MILES JOYCS, cotlier, holrls 
I } acres.-PAT M,\ LLY, an old man past his labour, did bold '2 acrcs.- UOClER. M'DoNOOU, 
cottier, holds 21 acres.-PAT M'DoNN£LL, fa rmer, holding 8 Il.crcs.-WILLUM M'EvILY, 
farmer, 5 acres.-Rev. Mr. POTTER, protestant cllrate.-Mr. RUD, lrlDd.stew ard to lI.'lnrquis of 
Sligo, the principal proprietor of the parish. 

Appendix (A.) 

D ESERT.J;D AN D 

ORPH AN 

CIIILDRBll. 

CORIIGugkt, 
County l\Iayo. 

E.:Umill.,iuiJS laken by 
Jobn Spencer, Blq. 
Wil$llu G I'1IY,Esq , 

Parish Kilgte'i)tr. 
Bar. klurrisr.. 

O N LY onc child' has been deserted in this parish for severo 1 years, and the instances alto- ------ ­
gether have been so rare that the witnesses cnnnot say whetherthe practice is on the decl ine 
or otherwise j nOlhing can be aseel,tnined of the numb~l' of orphans. The witnesses do not 
}'ecollect nn instance of an infant being deprived of both its parents; orphnns of a more 
advanced age sometimes beg, and sometimes are sheltered by the neig hbours. particul arly 
when old enough to render some assis tance about the house or farm. 

Persons who attended the Examination. 

EDW ... 110 BUll.ItE, rarmer of 13 acres.-BRIE!« DEANE, cooper nnd small fiumer. - E m,IUND - ----- ­
DICKSON, mendicant.-J ANES DONOGuol':. bailiff to Mnjor Hingham, the pri ncipal proprietor in Par. K i{flloTCEr ri$' 

the parish.-WidolV EA1\Ly.-W,LUAM FE.H1.GOS, bailifi'to Mr. Everanl-DoMINICK FnEKILL, Bar. Erris. 

labourer,_Widow GERAGHU". - MARTIN HODAN, laLourer.-Cnptnin IRELAND, stipendiary 
magisT.rntc.- PAT L AVELLE, Inbourer._ Rev. Mr, LYONS, parish priest,- I\Ir. Wl.l. I\JEIlEDITFl, 
chief const.'1ble of police.- Cnptain Nucx:<rT, magistrate ,-~lr. O'BRIEN. parish sehoolm:'lster._ 
Ffl,j,NK O'DONNELL, labourer, impotent from agc.-RUGH O'MALL Y, cotlier.~Witlow REILLY. 

No children have been deserted in this 'parish within the recollection of any of the ,,,it­
nesses. There have been a few casef.! of infanticide, in wh ich the children have been inva­
riably believed illegitimate : two such cases have happened within the last two years, both 
supposed to have been caused by the father's refusal to SUppol'~ the child. In one case. the 
mother was turned out of dool's by her parents, partly for the disgrace she brought on thcm, 
partly from their inabilit.y to sUPp'0rt an increase of family j under these circum~tallces, and 
b eing unable to support the clllid by any industry of her own, she was driven to t he com­
mission of the crime" 

Th (;:re is a g reat number of orphan children through the villages, thei r number being 
g reatly increased since cholera visited this district; they live mostly by begging, thei r 
relatil'es being fOI' the most pnrt too poor to undertake the support of them. Many of them 
b etween the ages of 1 2 and 18 hire with the small farmers, pe rhaps fol' one quarter. and beg 
the next. During spring and Ilarvest they may obtain some casua l employment, lIut in 
winter and summer begging is their only resource. 'This applies ollly to orphans above 
1 2 years, below tha.t age they mllst beg thl'OllO'h the wbole YfiRI' j jthe elder beg for the 
youllger children; and if any be old enough to marry, all the otbers fall in upon tbem for 
lSupport. 

Persall! who attended the Examillatio" . 

THOMAS BnADSUAW.labourcr.- MoRGAN CROPTON. esq. J.p.-Rev, lIf. DXVl;E, roman-catholic 
rector of the parish._ Capt. D UCKWORTlI, J, P.-JOHN FAREllAN, innkeeper.- Rev. Tuol.".s 

Co, Roscomrno • . 

H ACKETT, protestant vicar of the pariiih._The Viscount LORTO~, lord-lieutenant of the county. Eillmill ll.l;onl !llccn by 
• M Fr.llcis Dig~('n" Esq. 

_ OWEN LLOYD, esq. J. p.-...onN "NGHAN, road inspeetor.-JoHN nfCL HA LL. esq. general w, T. M'Cui!ngh. Esq; 

merchaot.-M. O'BRIEN, Jabourer.- JoIlN ROBERTSON, esq. J . t'. 
Parish Boyle. 

TH.F. year before last, the number of deserted children in the parish was eigllt; tJlere are Bar. BlJylc, 
now six on the list j five within the last three years. All who I)re deserted :u'e supposed to _____ _ _ 
b e illegitimate. The 'mother either st.n)'s near the ch ild, to se~ what becomes of i t, 01' if fear 
or shame induces her to leave the neigh bourhood, ~he genera lly returns soon aftcr to know 
the result j more children are left in 110uses than in the fi elds or on the road. The working 
classes could certainly not provide for their children, in the event of their being orphans. 
~, H ow could I do it," said Mr. O'Brien, .. when I have not regular work . perhaps more 
t ban three or four days in the week, at Sd. a day?" There is scarcely n.ny observation to 
be made on the provision for deserted children j Ule cases are so few, that no distinct opinion 
is entertained by the majori ty of intelligent persons on the subject, and the recent changes 
in the law have not yet bad time to be understood or practised. Tbere is no orphan insti-
tution of any kind. no hospi tal for found lings, or apprentice fund. in the parish. There 
would be much less expeuse in nursing foundlings in the conntry than in providing for them 
in an hospital. The womell who nurse them become almost invariably attached to tbem, 
and tear them as their own children. There has been DO observable inl:l'ease or decrease in 
the number of deserted children.. There is a general regret throughout the country, that 

0+ "3 ~ 
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Dx;s}:nTED .AND 
Onl'HAN 

CH I LDREN". 

Cant/aught, 
Co. Roscommon. 

Eumiuatimll t QkclI hI 
F rucis Dig.gem, ].:.'1. 

W. '1'. M'C",lI_glo, E,q. 

Parish K ilker:lJrlll. 
Dnr. Dullintabbcr. 

Parish Kil/em'o}} 
alld Cumma. 

Bar. Alii/mit. 

Cllunty Sligo. 

Enmilllliiolil tuhf! by 
'l'h"cun O.la, Esq. 

Jumc. O'Flynn, l::"q. 

F arish Drllmclffft:. 
Bnr. Cal'lJ(:ry. 

the National H osp ital should have been closed. « I am opposed," said Mt·. D evine," UpOll 
religious g rounds, to the re-establishmen t of the Foundlitlg-hospital." T hc people have 
the snme feeli ng, and are also opposed to i t., because it separated, for life, thc child from 
the unrortunate mother. 

J'e1'SI11l$ who atlelllied the £.rumilla/iou. 

R ev. Dr. BLlJNDBLL, protestant rector of Kilcekvan. _ Hev. JOHN llOTD, cathulic curate of Kilkee­
van.-FnA~cJS CLA'SCY, fu rmcr.-Cox COT'roN , smali fllrmer._JAME~ COUI.ON, potter._ 
Mr. T HOMAS DILLON, shopkeepcr.- J AMES GAll'FN I':Y, wOI'king moson.-Cnpt. GIt A'l', Do.le­
fiel d.- J o IIN KE LLY, labollrcr.- Rev. P ETEIt IH' DEltMOTT, cllthulic curate of Ki lkccvlln.­
TUOMAS lWGnATu, esq., J. P. Cnstleren.-O'CONNon DON, Clollalicc.-i\l r. GI!O ltG I~ V.AUGIIAlf, 
f:r.rmcr.-WILL lAM R. \VILLS, esq. Castleren.- OWI!.N YOUNG, esq., Uarristl1wn. 

Tn ER E nre five at prcsent Ot\ the list; nonc llave been ad ded to the number fot' tIte lust 1'.2. 
months, ,and the habit of d~set't i ne; is g~ca~iy decreasi.tJg withi.il the last 1 0 y~a. l's; there 
was one ltlstance last year of a cluld perishing befo re tt was dtscove red. l ,ook lllg to the 
wages in this country. it was considercd tlmt no man cou ld lay by n prov ision for hi s 
children; but Kelly stated, he knew a man who went to England for four years, to hUl'vest­
work, and at hi s deat.h he left his daughter 30l. : but here, between flln eral:; and hol idays, 
and days lost attending markets and fai rs, .and not having any certain eTlll'l oyt~le llt fOI' {'he 
remainder, they never successfu lly attempt It . In the barony there arc no rehglUuiO houses 
where deserted children could find shelter. According to the laws pt'OvitliLlg fot'dese rted 
children, it is compulsory on the vestry to assess for wages. I n case of refusal, applicntiotl 
is to be mnde to the judge of assize j no such applications have been uuule. As to the com­
pamtive expense of dese rted ch ild ren reared. in the Foundling-hospitnl and tholiic bl'Oug'ht 
up among the peasan try, the hospitnl provis ion was much more expens ive . Ai:I to th ei r 
comparati ve morals, many brought up in th ", Foulldii n~-hosp i tal have turned out badly; 
cannot tell of the others. To the question," Were not the latter ohliged to bc~ when a few 
yeurs old?" it was answered, "That the prnc tice of tnkin~ charge of them by the pat'ish 
was too recent to allow of onc judging of thc fact." The custom of Imp portiul.!; descrted 
ch ild ren by the parish of course leads to their desertion, but ucsertion of childnm ·Im!:> 
matcrially decreased since the closing of the F oundling-h08pitnl ill Dublin. O n till ! point of 
fmtltcr legislative interfe rence. it W:lS conceived adv isn.blc to cxtend the provisio tl" of the 
Acts at present in force, mak ing it compulsory on the grand jury to assess to l\ fixed. aOlount 
for chlldren lip to the age that they are able to go to work for theil' OW Il sll pport. 

P erso1lS who attended the Examinatio1l. 

J OHN DYRNE, esq.- Rev. PA TlliCK CO'NNlFP', ca tholic curate.-TlIO,"I AS CONN !TON, labourer.­
Mr. JAM F.S Er,L lo't'T, millcr.-Mr. JOHN FI NNF.ItN, gencral shopkccJler.-Ucv. J . FI'I'7.mmAf.n, 
cntholie l'ectOl·.-M", l·TII F.W K ~:LL Y, weaver.-I\-Ir. MICIlt\ EL KJ.: r.J. y , fllr\lt cr.·-TJlo~rAS KENNY, 
labou rcr.-lou N E. MAl'Ol'lIEn, CSq.-JAM f.S HATTIGAN, heggnr. 

THE R 'E are three deserted child t'en for the last four years in the UUiOll , and the prnctice of 
deserting children hnd decreased. There was !lot any renson to suppose thllt auy of. those 
deserted were legitimate, nor WIIS any instance known where the ch ild perished ueforc it wn:i 
discovered. As to the labourin g man's abili ty to pt'ovide fol' his ch ildl'cn , ncithcl' he nol' 
the small farmer call save any thi nS'. if it was the will of God to take him away, to leave 
for the suppor t of hiS children. Smce the abolition of t hc vestry·cess, in order to Kave the 
expense of collecti llg the small funds that by the late Act of Pariiamelll a vestry was sti ll 
left po ,,, er to assess for pl'ovi tling for descrted children, we have an nually madc collections 
in the chapels and collect ach.-'quate funds. 

The instances of ch ildren lo .. ing both parents are extrem.ely rare, and when they do 
arise, some relative or neighbour is found willing' to befriend the des tit ute orphan. 

The expenditure on each chi ld by the parish is about 41. or Sl. to the nurse. 

P ersons who atlC1lded tlte Examillation. 

Rev. EDwAnD A LWARD, protcst.'lnt curate.-Mr. JAMES DARDRR, land agent.-Dr. COUI.TEEt, 
dispensary su rgeon.- JoHN FENN Y, labourer.-Mlc·HAEL FE NN Y, Itlbollfe!·._"' H.I.lAW P. 
FENNY, former.-l\Jr. P. I\J'TUCKER', fllrm/;lr. - J ",MI'.S MUI,LI>N, InboUl·cl'.- Rcv. Mrc lIAEL 
O'C ALLA GIIAN, p.r.-Rev. Mr. SAuNDEnsoN, presbyterio.n ministcr.-C. Snll'SON, furmer. 

TU ERE is not a single desertc....J child in the parish; there arc ma ny orphans; but they are 
all sup ported by their relations. There have been only two CU!ieij of de!;Cl·ted children 
with in the last five years; and since the closing of t he; Foundli n~-hos pjtal in D ublin, the 
practice of dese rtion has beell 011 t he decrea!>e. No further l e.';i~ lative interference is dee IDl:'d 
n ecessary for the protection of dcserted cbildren. as a cCl'tainty of support would increase 
the number. 
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Persolls who attellded the Examination. 

Rev. GEORGE D AWSON, impropriate curate of Agl1ude, nnd vicar of Ballin._ Rev. Mr. KINSELl., 
1'. r .• of Ballin._Mr. MICHAEL L ENON, miller nnd farmer.-Mr. THOMAS T O;\n .. lllsoN, farmer. 

Appendix (A.) 

DESSllT :F,D AND 

ORPH AX 
CHILDREN" . 

Leimler, 
County Cnrl"w. 

EllImill~lion5 In"~n by 
Captain While. 
T . Nug. V\lughln, E Jq. 

A l' the time of our visit. the Rev. M r. Dawfion had not in his portion of the district under 
consideration n sin crle deserted child, nor had a case of desertion occurred during the pre~ 
vieus three years. '=' On the other hand, the Rev. Mr. Kinsela informed us, that within the 
limi ts of hi s (the catholic) parish, there were four deserted children and eight orpbans, and Union of Agkaoe 
he estimated nt about three the number of desertions each year; and nearly as many orphans and Ballin . 
were left unprov ided for. Dilr. Forth. 

The number of desertions continues steady, and the children exposed are for t he most _______ _ 
part ill egi timate. 

The scanty wages of the labouring man render it impossible for him to leave anything to 
his child ren j und when these are left orph ans at an early age , they are generally brought 
up by some charitable neighbour, and when old enou~h nrc expected to provide for them­
selves. The law provides for the deserted only, and In order to obtain the bencfit of.it, it 
is only necessary that the ch urchwarden should receive an affidavit from the person find ing 
tbe ch ild that the parents are unknown, and that the child should appenr to be under 12 

months old . Sometimes deserted children have recourse to begging. when a few years old. 
Mr. Kinsela .. recollects a family of four children who sopported themselves in this wny. 
until they were able to earn wages by goin~ to service." 

There is no foundling-hospital; and uelther the practice of taking charge of deserted 
children, nor the closinr; of the Dublin Foundling.hospital, has hau any influence on the 
a mount of desertion WIthin the district. I t is thouO'ht that the present system works 
well, and that any further legislative interference mig~t have the effect of increasing the 
practice. 

Persons 10ho attended the Eramillation. 

Lieut. J,un:s BATTERSBY, magistrate, chief constable of police.-Rev. Mr. BLOOD, presbyterian 
clergymun.-Mr. ROllERT BROWNE, secretary to die grand juty._ Mr. E. BUTUR, magistrate.- Pari~b Carlow. 
Mr. BYRNE, 11 years in the employ of Mr. Coffee, brewer._Mr. JonN COFPEE, mnlster nnd brewer. Bar. Gm·law. 
- TnOMAS Cox, csq., distiller and merc111mt._Rev. MICHAEL DWYER, R. c. cumte._ Mr. SAMUEL 
HAUGIITON, general merchant and storekeeper.-Mr. T. HAUGlt1.·ON", magistrate.-ADAM JACK-

SON, esq.-STANBY JonNSON, baker.-RollERT KENNA, labourer, in tile employ of Mr. Colfec, 
brewer._R OBERT L.-\WLOn., Sl"occr.-JoSEl'll LYl'I"CH, working carpenter nnd buiJder._ )Jr. 
FRANCIS MONTGOMERY, npothecary.-Right Rev. Dr. NOLAN, R.C. bishop.-Mr. MEADE NESBITT 
STOltE, physicino._Rev. GEORGE VERNON, r.ector ofthe pat·ish. 

TH E number of desert~d children in the parish at present is about 10, and the average 
for the last three years is three. Desertions are not increasing here. The deserted children 
are supposed to be illegitimate, and, in many cases, perisIi before t hey are d iscovered. 
Considering the wages of the labouring classes, it was considered impossible for pa rents to 
lay by any provision for their children in case of their becoming orphans; neither is it e,'er 
attempted . D eserted children are neither supported by private contributions, nOr brought 
up by religious houses ; nor are there any general subscriptions, by the poo)"cr classes, of 
small sums for the purpose of having them nursed and reared. 

The construction vut on t1l e lawi abou t. the provision for deserted children requ ires that 
the child must he under 12 months old, found destitute and deserted, nnd without any trace 
as to the parents. If at the yestry the parishioners disagree about the provision fo r a deserted 
child, then the clergyman applies to the sitting judge of assize, who gives a .. fiat" on the 
parish. which is afterwards collected by the chief constable of the barony . T he church­
warden always takes charge of deserted children, as overseer of deserted children, but tlot 
in his character of churchwarden. 'The reason why deserted children only are provided for 
by the parish is, the law does not make provision for any other. The churchwardens, as 
overseers, always put the child to nurse to some woman in the parisb, so as that the chi l­
dren may be often brought to them for inspection; and if the cliild is old enough to go to 
school, a certificate of attendance is required (r0rtt the master of the (. Carlow public day· 
school :" the children must be brought up protestants . The limit of expenditure fo r each 
child is 6/. late Irisb currency. which is drawn from a fund rai sed by parochial assessment; 
the assessment on th e parish is made in propon ion i o the n umber of ch ildren on the list j 
and made on the valuatIOn of the holdings by the parish ioners assembled at vestry, wbo 

. appoint an applotting committee. Before the npplotDlent can be collected, it must be. pro-
duce~ at. nex.t E~ster meeting. where the parishioners have tlH~ power of making objec~lOns; 
and If st111 dissatisfi ed, have the power of npplying to the ham ster at ne~t quarter sessIOns. 

~n this parish there have been no reason for being discolltented with ~he distributi?n of 
thiS fund by the churchwardens, nor have they been guil ty of any pecul abon .. There IS no 
fou ndling hospital where deser ted ch ildrcn could be sent, since the one in D ubhn was closed 
two yea rs ago. The children are not yet old enough to be apprenticed, the hospital being 
but two years d osed ; besides, there is DO apprentice fund. 

0·5. B 4 The 
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The e-:z:pense of sending deserted cllildrell to nurse among the peasantry jg much greater 
than p rovid ing: for thcm III the Foundling-hospilal; the c ila rge at present. be ing all annual 
one of at., inste::t.d of~ as heretofore, that s um covering the eutire I.:harge a t the FOlllllllinrr. 
hospital. I:) 

Children who have been claselted have boen remarked ill thei r course t hroug h life to he 
ill·couducted, owing to carelessness in selecting propel' masters . M r. Vt ~rno n says, H l have 
been told by some children. on my remollstrnting with them, thnt duri ll~ th!!ir apprcllt.iCL'­
ship they were made to sleep with the pigs, and otherwise jll-in~atctl ." There WM no 
i nstnncc known of children, not providcd fo r by the parish, bcill~ ohli~cd to b~~ to s upport 
t hemselves . There are no children Rupported lJy the Prolest.unt Orphan Socidy. Ii wa.~ 
considcred that the desertion of children may be (~ llc()uragcd by the pnwl.i cc or taki ll~ ehnrge 
oftJ. cm. D escrtion of children has not increased s ince the dosiu:.\· of the J..'ou lidl illg:-hos pil.<L1. 
The Rev . Mr. Vernon and Ml'. J ackson would suggest, I~!I ;ul visauie, SOBle pnwer to faise a 
fund rOI' apprcnticin~ children at a ce rtain ng:e; and the Itc\,. Mr. J)wyer is or opinion, that 
t he relis-ious pel'fmaSlOll of the child ought not to he limite.1 tu any parlicnlUl' tl cliomillatioll, 
llUt deCided by the mujOl'ity of the rattI-payers. 

Persons who atteltded lite EJ.'flmimtlivlI. 

Rev. AILT IIUIl. H ANS A-rIUN'So)', protestant cur;lte.-PJIll.tr DAGNAT.I., CSfh J . I'. Dunlcckny._ 
HOIl. anu Rev. DEAN llElI.NA1LU, I'ector of'Vclls, \VC!;t Iumne.-Mr. l'.\'flllCK lIu uu:a : ll, CiU'll1CI', 

Kilcarl'ick._Ronl'.lI.T D UNDUltY, shocmakcr.-Mr. Wn.l.1Alf C01Ullr:AN, postlllastcr,- J ,lMI'S 
DAVIS, millwright nnd cnrpentel·._Mr. DOWLING, brewer :\IIc1 g roccr._ .ToIlN lf ANIIU .\N, 

lab ourCI'.-Lieut. HUGn HAWKSITAW, cbicfcollsmhlc orpolice.-ltcv. Mr. h t'.llM:, llarish priest, 
L eighlin, barony of \Vest Idrone.- Mr. HrCllAllD 1(1-:11 01>, mcrchant.-Mr . .JOliN 1,1'1"rl.g, 
drnper._THo.IO\~ LITTOY, esq., llngnalstowll.-Ilc\·. Mr. M ' M :\TION, catholic c urate nf\\rclls, 
West Idrone.-Jol1N i\IAcr..s, brewer ancl fa rmer, Lcighlin, barony ol'Welit hl ronc. -l\Tr. l'A1'IU CI( 

l\'T ORAN, grocer :lIul merchant, L eighlin.-!-W J.Ll.1AM O'NJ'.IJ.J., cs<J. - l\·l r. TJ : J ~I\NCF, O'N J;T I.L, inn­
keeper antI furmer, Leighlin.-Hev. Mr. AliDREW PIlBl.AK, rOllllln·cathulic ctJadjutor.-Co!oncI 
llocUFOltT, magistrate, Clngrcnao._llev. SAirUJu, RO IIERTl'l , parish pric!ll, I.t:i,.;hlill.- -- S. N· 
GLETON, csq., farmer and mCl·c!umt._MI'. PA'rIUCK Tu,:mmv, grocer amI farmcr._ Mr. 1I 1'.NltT 

WATSON, gencro! merchant, Leighlin. 

R ev. Mr. Phelan Bays, II There are from 30 to 40 orphans };uppol'ted either hy their rcla­
tions o r by begging in the parish of DUll1cckny." 

Dean B ernard and the Hev. Mr. Atkinson SllY. thnt in the parish of Wells there arc two 
descrted childrcn. 

« The deserted children are invariably illegitimate, atul !-i upposell t.o hc dcsc rtccl with the 
hopc tIm!. they will be better provided for than if the mothers wCI'e to try to rear th em."­
(Hev. 1\1'1' • .I1t killscm, &c.) 

The children sclr lom peri sh bcfore they mc di sco vered. Mr. Singleton 1l1CntiOll:-l one 
insta llce of tl. child wll(? WaR found ill th e lIliddle of ;t fi eld without any m:U'k ~ of' violence 
011 iLs person . It \V a.<; s upposed to h ave perish ed from cold. ]ll W ells, f)c~\ll Bcrmmi only 
knows of one instance or infanlicide within 1 ~ yeal':>. 

It is nniv,"rsally allowed that the labouring cla.sses arc quite unable to make any provisioll 
for t heir orrbans . .. from never h aving a shi1lin~ they eun cull their own." 

Colonel lochrort says,« The orphans arc frequently RU l'portcd by the relations , a nct are 
RO Olctimes ta ken by families and brought up as tlleil' own ehildl'cn j bllt the Inw only allows 
n provision for children und el' 1 2 months old found destitute a,ld dC!lcrled, nnel SOIl\(! times 
presentments arc obtained from the judge of assize whel'c the pnri::; h hM nC!glcctccl to IiUp­

port th e child : the du ty of attending to dcserted children uevolves on the parish ovel'~eer, 
by whom the children are usually sent to some woman in the parish to be l1\u'i;cd:' 

The clergymen generally go to see the children at the rc.'! idence of the IlllrSe, or they nrc 
111'ought to them. "Surely, when t.hey waut money," the greatest amount of which allowed 
for each child is 5l., WlllCh is raised by parochial o.sscssment, being nn acreable rate in 
general-(all concur.) 

The .Rev. Mr. Atkinson says, "Those children brought up by the parish nurses arc much 
h ealthier than those rea red in an ins titution." 

C ol. Rochfort -also states it as hi s opinion , " that those chi ldren who hnd been privately 
withheld by the nurses and brought up with tbcir own children are infini tely more moral 
than those sent bnck to the Foundling-hospital and apprenticed out by them; m lln y ill· 
stances that he has known .of th ose child re n being apprenticed out, have turned out very 
bnd ly." R ev. Mr. Atkinson corroborated thi s, and BUYS, " that in almost aU cases the 
females tum out bad ly ." 

I t is generally thought less expensive and a greater udvanto.gc to have the deserted 
cJlildl'en p ut o nt to nurse than scnt to a foundling.llOspiL.'l.1. Mr. Singleton says, "ho knows 
an instance of a woman who has taken a child and guaranteed to bear the whole 011UIi of 
its support for 40 6. She stated that she was it.'! grandmothel', These children, after a 
residence of a few yearF, become in every way part Illembers of the family, and arc not 
treated as a sepal'Ute class ." 

Colonel R ochfort thinks the I!lortality greater amongst those children who are sent to the 
'Foundling-hospital, than those who are nursed in tne parish, which probably m~y be 

attnbuted 
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-attributed to the hnrdships suffered ,vhilc travE:lling to the hospital. and thnt those who are 
nursed in the pari sh nre much better oft' in every way, as they are generally sent to a house 
where there is a cow; and the people became so attached to them as to make no difierence 
between them and their own children . 

This facility of having illegitimate children well taken care of may increase the number 
of them, but it prevents infanticide-(all col1cur. ) 

D ean Bernard thinks the closing of the Dublin Foundling-hospital a matter of regret, 
and that it has been il cause of great inconvenience to the parocl1191 clergy. 

Colonel Uochrort th inks it desirable that ill egitimate children should be left with the 
nurses, as they in general become quite a ttached to them, and it is with the g reates t pain 
and reluctnnce that they will give them up . ' 

Rev. Mr. Atkinson snys he has known several instanees of d eserted children, when 
apprenticed out, running away froUl their masters and returning to their nurses. 

Persons who attended the Examination. 

Captain CARTER.- Reverend G. DAWSO~ , late curate of TullolV.-ROBEIlr Day!",;, esq. J. P._ 

Mr. DWYER, fat·mer._!\1ajor EUSTAC E, J .P.- i\1r. T HOMAS GER~An.·E, draper and farmer._ 
Reverend DERESFOILD JOH NSTON, rector.-J.U1ES K EELEY, mnsoO. -PATnlcK M' ANAB Y, 

Jabourer.- LAwRENCE MURPHY, carpeoter.-Mr. LA"R£NCE MURPHY, innkeeper and farmer,­
JAMES NCIL, Inbourer.·-Heverend Tu o?ofAS NOLAN, 'P.p., administrator.- M'r. JOH N NOLAN', 

fnrmer.-JOlur PAYNE, esq. M.D. -Mr. MICHAEL ROACH E._ Mr. JOHN WHALEY, srocer.­
Captain WIIEL.\X, J. P. 

THER E nre no orphans supported by the parish, but the Rev. B. J ohnston said there 
were six foundlings and five protestnnt orphnns in it at present. The foundlings a rc merely 
sent from the Foundlin~-bospital to nurse. The orphans are also from the Protestant 
Orphan Society in Dublm, a nd placed at nurse. There were only two deserted children 
in the parish during the last three years, who were sent t o the Foundling-hospital in Dublin . 
The custom is decreasing. The children Ilrc supposed to be mostly illegi timate, fll1d deserted , 
with the hope of their being better provided for than the means of the mother could possibly 
do. Rev . Mr. Johnston stated a case within his own knowledge, where a female servant 
l eft her child in the 1lremises of a farmer who was the father; the motb er would have been 
herself unable to provide for it. The children seldom perish hefore they n.re discovered i 
wages being at present only im fficient to support l ife, and the rents of cabins very high . 
Rev. Mr. J ohnston and Mr. Doyne were both of opinion that parents could not lay up any 
provision in the event oJ their children becoming orphans; and the idea is not known or 
attempted by the labourers. They are not s upported by private contribulions, and the 
poorer classes do not, by weekly subscriptions of 1 d. or 2 d,. maintain them. To come 
under the operation of the laws for providing for deserted children, they must be under 
12 months old, and no trace of their parents discovered. 

Presentments for the maintenance of deserted children are obtained from the assizes when 
required . The churchwardens, since' the extinction of vestry cess, do not invariably take 
charge of such children. The law provides for no others than children deserte'd In the 
parish; they are not put to nurse by chu rchwardens. There are 'none supported by the 
parish. There is no foundling-hospital to which d e~erted children can invariably be sent. 
There are five childr~n supported by the Protestant Orphan Society. The Rev. B. Johnston 
said they were we\( clothed and fed, and 5S. per 3.Ul'l.um allowed for educating. and placed 
under the control of the P rotestant rector. The practice of taking' char~e of deserted chil­
dren leads to forsaking t hem, but on the olher hand may prevent infanticIde. The Rev. B. 
J ohnston was assured -by a most competent judge, tha t the increase of infanticide generally 
h as been awful since the closing of the Foundling-bospital in Dublin. The practice of 
desertion has decreased since it has closed . Further legislative interference on the point is 
considered necessary, and that the du ty of the parochial offices ought to be more closely 
defined. :lod more imperative. Rev. Mr. Johnston stated that he suffered severely by the 
uncertain state of the law in the parish of St. eanice in Kilkenny, where four children were 
left at different time:. on his premises , under the idea that he was bound to prov ide for 
them. 

P ersons wIlD attended the Examination, 

Appendix (A.) 

D ES£llTtD AND 
ORPH AN 

CHILDREX. 

Leill5ft r , 
County Carlow. 

EUTDinatinra IUtlJ by 
Car tain WhiTe. 
T. NuS' 'fauKhan, Esq. 

Ptlrislles of Dun· 
Itdn!J and tv ell:. 
Baronies of Ea$t 
nnd West [dr01lt. 

Parish TullotIJ . 
Bar. R arh;:i/ly. 

JAMES BAYXE, publican and farmcr ......... Very Rev. Mr. FUNAGA.N._EDW'ARD MARK!, labourer.- -------
I Parish Cadarnl-PA.TRICK MULVANY, til age farmer.-J. H. NA.NGLE, esq. J.p., resident country gentJeman.-...:. 

town, containing the 
TIev. EO(oE~E O'R:£lLY, catholic curate.-Rev. !Ilr. P Aun:n, protestant rector. Pnrishd of Bnllina. 

THERE are five deserted children in these parishes. Rev. :Mr. Flanaa-.an says, in 27 drimna, MJ/ltrs-
th h t t d · d t 01lm, Carru~', Nur--years . ey ?-ve no amoun e .. to one l~ two years, ~n do not appear to increaseor decrease. tic!! and K illrtEtI!I' 

There IS no .lDstance of a legItImate .chlld bemg deser ted . A few have pe~shed before tbey 
have been dIscovered: Deserted children are supported by Sunday collectIons at the chapel j Bar. Carbtry. 
some by charitable individuals . 

Mr. Nangle 6ays,so~~ are sup~orted by grand jury p resentments. The Rev. Mr. Flanagan 
sa~s, the protestant ml.Dlst:r applied for such presentme':lt:, and obtained 51: for one deserted 
child . When money IS tallied by presentment, the mlOIster sends the chIld to be nursed . 
One illl,tnnce occurred where the person appointed to collect money for the nursing ofa 'de-

0·6· c serted 
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serted child, havi ng' pl'omised payment to the nurse , and no t be ing ahle t.o collect, wns 
obliged by the magistra tes to pay it h imself: he W:1S aftc l'wardfi rClIIllll cralcd Ly ~rand jury 
presentment. Some time afte r it was di scovered th at th e father of the I:hi ld was th e brother 
to the collector; h e absconded 10 America on the di scovery Lein g- made. Five pUlJ lld~ is 
th e amount allowed for each child. Vote of vestry elll power:; n co llection un t he parish, 
The parishioners invmiably refuse to pay i applicatiun is then made fur :,;:raml jury present­
ment, which is always gro nted. The ch ildren nurl';ed by parish fHl iJSCl'ip loiollS arc sen t to 
farmers when ab lc to work; and thO'lgh they are more stron/.!, m ore healthy, and li el.ter 
ill1llorals tban those brought up in the Dublin Foundling .hos pilal, ye l. they do HI)1. t.u rn out 
as well as those brought up by thcir parents. All concu r in thi nki nJ; t.hat the practice 01 
taking charge of d eserted childl'enleads to their .ucscrtioll. Some I'hQlt time tI ~O a chil!l was 
d escrted in the parish; the mother was oLserved to cOllceal herself" ncar tile sJlot, a llli re­
mained there during the day until the ch ild was taken up . 

P ersolls wlw attcmkd the E .t'fImillalilill . 

TIODElt.T AnclIDoLD, esq. mngisll'atc.-llIlYAN nOUL('.J;t~. lab ourer.-MI·. J OliN" Conco l~"N, Ihrmer._ 
TnOl-fAS D ORAN, Jabourer.-Rcv. LAURENel;' DUNNF .. pnrish priL~l (If Castlcllcrnwt aml 'I'illlolin._ 
Mr. J OH N" D UNNE, fIl11ncr._Ite\'. n. L. Fitzgibbon, parish Cl!rate of Cnstlcdcl'luot.- Hcv. J\ llCII~ 

DOLD H M !ILTON, vicar of Cnst1edermot.-Jom .. H U'l·ClIlN!lON. farmcr._l\fr. S)· l."K;,;n: l~ l{ ~r.T.Y, 
farmer._ MrcuAEL K EOG H, fnrmer._I\'l r. TUOMAS MAc D ONAl.Il, fhrmer._Mr. ,J,\MI' .. 'i MAC 

DONALD, farmer.-M r. PATRICK MAGIl.A'tH, fiumCI·._·!\[ r. DANWL M 'L u lJonr.IN, /hrlHc l'.-Itev. 
E DWARD MURl'llY, catholic CUnttc.-l\'Ir. JOUN MURl'llT', f:U111cr. _ .lOllN MUllI'II\', I'a rmcr.­
CII.\RLES NEAL, farmer.-GEORGB PAYNE, esq.-J.\lIIlIS PAYNE.-Mr. EUIVAIl» SCULt.Y (who 
look the census of this pnrish}.- MrcIIAEL STYLl:S, farmcr, 

A T the period of the vis it of the Assistunt Commissioner!>, there were six dcserted chil­
dren in the parish; and on an average of tl~.rec .ycars, th ey wCt'C inlo l'l.llCd ~.IHl ~ .abuut ~wo 
desertions occur annually . Thc Rev. Mr, l' luglubon says that the CI'IIllO IS. 11 anythlnp;, 
rather on the increase in frequellcy j and he is clispoficd to seck the camHl ill th e dOSIl I~ the 
F(lund ling~llospital in Dublin. "Un'der present ci rcumstances," says hc, " the 11I0tlICr 
h as continual opportuni ties of seeing lle r chilli, as it lK a lways put to IllI rnc in the I'ari:; h ill 
which it is found." Pormerly a. woman 11esita.ted long before !>he dcscrtL't1 her nl!!-illl·i " J.!: , M 
t he chances werC", that after it had been sent to the hospital sho wOldd IICVl~ r sci. lit!\' 1:)'CIi on 
it again . Most founulings arc suPP?scd to be of iJ\egi t iUl.a~c bi~-Lh . . Mr . Filzgi l1 hu n li la~cs 
positively, tha.t h e n ever knew an IIlst nnce whcrr.: a legltmmle c1111d wa~ dCi,crl.cu by Ib; 
parcnts . None h ave ever perished b efore heing u iHcovered, af' t hey al'e genera lly piltc(!d in 
some con!>picuous or much~rreqllen ted place j very freq uently Il t the door of the l'itl'i6h 
IH'i est. I t is considered tll ut it would lluve been quite impo~~iblc for tl JC IJurents of th ose 
children who havc becn left orpll1ms to have made any prOVISIOtl for tIl en-. (. It co uld not 
be done," remark s Mr. Hamilton, .. because their wages barely aflon.l them the nccet;siui es 
of li fe . I expect that hefore ncxt Chrisbnas the Jahourers will be Obliged to work f'o r (j d. 
or Sd. n day. The fanners, after pay ill~ the ir rents , will have h,U'(lIy money tu pay them 
with, the price of all prod uce is so vCI'y low." The re ;lre not any rcligioul' Ol'l l l~ rs 1.0 under­
t.ake tlJe care of orphans, 11 01' do the lahouring: classes enter into allY Il uhscripl. ioll for t1~e 
pmpose. When any child is found deserted, and that its pal'ents eau ll oi be di Rcovel'cd, or 
when, o.s Mr. Hamilton conceives. its parents, from physical or oUler Ctl USeH. a rc ill capahlo 
of su pporting it, the law provides that the pnrish shall make a provisiou lut· it...; SII JI \lort. 
}">resentrnents are also allowed by the gl'nnd jury for the purpose; nnt! the chu rch wlln ellS, 
who arc also in gene ral constituted overseers of toundlings, are hound to atte nd to the duo 
applicati on of the funds thus procured. In MI'. Hamilton's opinion, orphttlls have fully us 
strong a claim upon the parish as deserted cllildrcu j and he ndds, that if llny o l~jcction was 
made to the main taining of such, he would immedio.tely apply to the j udge of uSf;izc, ltnd he 
has no doubt that he would be allowed a presentment.. Children of both descri ptions are 
put out to n urse by the churchwa.rdens, in their capacity of overseens, and are always givcn 
to women resident in the parish, over whom a constant control is easily exercised. The 
Rev. M r. F itzgibbon is in the habi t of having the child ren brought to him t wo or three tilDes 
a year ; and always previous to an application for a presentment, h e has neve r had reason 
t o complain of tlleir being neglected. £ . 5 is t he h ighest sum that can be levied fO I' the 
su pport of a d eserted child. If the child be what IS caJled a. wat chi ld, tha t is to say, 
requires to be su ckled, that s um is allowed ; but if it be passed the age indicated , only 
3/. 10.5. The question is put a t the Easter vestry, as to the .provision for thc cl1i l(l ren at 
t he parish; if the opinion be in favour of it, the sum agreed upon ill levied by an acrenule 
assessment u pon the union at large. This was always the practice until withiu t h e last three 
years, since which the parishioners have refused to pay church rates; reCOUl'se has in con­
s~quence been h ad to the judge, and h e has fluted a. l)rescotmcllt for tho Imme end, 0[ ' the 
ba rony. There h ave not been any complaints as to tlle manuer in wllich th e churchwardens 
h ave discharged the part of their duty under consideration i · there is no room fo r ]lecula tion, 
accord ing to the R ev. M r. H amilton, because the funds lie in hi s hands until they arc 
req uired for u se ; alld mOl'eovel; he is generally in advance. There is no foundling~ho!;pital 
to which th e pari sh can.-send its deserted children. The Dublin hospital hus b een closed 
btlt two years, and thel'e has not occurred au occasion to apprentice a ny child \\Iithin thnt 
.period. The expeuse is precisely the same under tllC present system as when the };>oundling· 
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hospilnl was open. It has been a general obscno.lioD, that those children who have been 
apprenticed to gentlemen have t urned out weill and the cOlltrary has been l-emarked of those 
who have been bound to petty tradesmeu. This difference has been attributed to the circum­
stance of the latter beiDa worse fed and clothed. and in geneml receiving worse treatment 
than he had been accustomed to. The Protestant Orphan Society has never ext ended its 
operatioll to these l)uishes. The pr~ctice, of tak.ing charge ?f d,eserted child~en is ,cooc,ei,ved 
"by the witnesses to be rather prom~tlve o! desel:tl 01l; bU,t t111~ d.tsa~,~o.ntag,e. m their ?pllll~n, 
is more tha n counterbalanced by Its effi.cacy m checkmg lUtanticlcle. rhe ~ffectlOn dl~ 
played ~y the nurses towards the foun.dhngs that hQ.v~ be:en entrust.e;l ~ their charge, I.S 

sometimes very remarkable. Mr. Hamilton and Mr. F itzgibbon mentIOn JOstances where It 
has been stron<~er than towards their own offspring. They allude to one in particu lar, that 
occurred with i r~ the last three years . A nurse was required to give up a child which hud 
arrived at the age of being withdrawn. "I bave," exclaimed sue, .. six children of my own; 
take any of them that you like, but lea"e me this. l will place 'lo/. in yOUl' hands us a 
pledge that I will take P.rollcr care of i~." This woman and ~er husbn!'ld followed the cbi1~ 
up to DLlblin, and remained there durll~g three .months; until they ~l~c~vered to whom It 
had been assigned . They now 'return tlutllel' regularly every year to VI Si t It. 

P ersons wlio attended the Examination . 

DESER'CED AND 
OnPIJA~ 

CHILDREN. 

Lri,lsUr, 
County Kildare. 

Ex~minations takcn by 
C"[lillin Whitt. 
T. Nug. V. UghaD, Esq. 

Parish of the Union 
of Castledcmlot. 

Bnronies of Kill .. eG 

and Maolle. 

Cn1l.ISTOI'ITF.n. J\ Oi\.MS, labourcr.-Cnpt. ilRENNAN, ch ief constable of police.-THOlol ... S n RENN AN, 

labourer.- Mr. J ,urES BYRNE, miller._ Rev. Mr. CAllLl'lEI.D, protestant l'ectOl'.-JoUN CLARK, Parish of the Union 
of Kilcock. laoourer.-:\1r. MAR.TIN CONS'i:ros, farmer.-PETER CORRIGAN, labourer.- Mr. PATRICK Cos~ 

GRAVE, shopkeeper and fa rlller.-MlcHA£L COSTELLO, labourer.-Mr. PATRICK CULLEN. fnrmer. Bar. H eathy and 
Oughterall!J. _ TaOMA!l1'I'l'DERl[QTT, labourer._!\hclIAEL FRAGA N, lab ourer.-Mr. JOliN GILLIGAN, f.'lrmcr. ~ _____ _ 

_ Mr. EDWARD G OODWI N, pOSf.master.-J ou N GOMIOR, labourer.-M r. J OHN HACKETT, shop-
keeper.-Mr. PATRICK HALlGAN, shopkeeper.-nev. FRANCIS HELY, parish priest.-EDW'ARD 
HOLSON, labourer.-i\1r. AMDllOSE HUGlIl;S, shopkeepcr.-PATRICK l nvuw, Inboun:r.-Mr. 
D AN IEL K.EARSEY, sbopkeeper .-Tno~IAs KEARNEY, ('sq., J. F.-Mr . . PATRICK LUDE, shop -
kecper.- ~lr . JA:MES iVlAG RJ\ TIl, shopkeeper.- l\lr. J AAlES i\Luw,\l~, shopkeeper.-Mr. THOMAS 

MURn,\l', farmCI·.-MICIH EL NEVIN, I nbourcr.-~ fr. JAMI::S O'SUAUGHNESSY, innkeeper._ Mr. 
J OHN POW I.!. R, farmer.-JOHN RATIGAN. laboul'er.- Mr. MICHAEL R EI LLY, shopkeeper.-
Mr. J /'-MES RULLY, schoolmaster of ~atiounl School.-!\Jr. TJJo)u.s HODINSON' , shopkeeper. 
_PATnlCK SMITIr, labourer.-Mr. RICHARD WADE, fnrmer._ Mr. J OSEPH WALK t R, farmer. 

TlllWE is but one deserted child at p resent in the parish, supported by a poor man in 
wh ose house it was left j but. no application baving been made for 1 '2 months, the child was 
too old, agreeably to law, for the parish to take charge of it . Mr. Reily states, there was a 
boy about nine years old. who lives by begging; he was deserted brhis parents when three 
years old, and has followed this li fe ever since. D eserted ch ild ren a re considered to be· 
always illegi timate. There have been three instances known in the parish , wherc the chil­
dren perished before they were discovered; two of t)1em were found in the canal, and one 
was buried in n. dunghill . It was conceived quite impossible for the labouring classes to 
lay by an),thing for their children in case of their becoming orphans; neither is the attemr.t 
ever made, as it must be utterly useles!l. The parish win not take c1Jarge of deserted c1111-
dren, exCf'pt t.hey be fo un d destitute of parents, and under 1'1 months old; and then church­
wardens as overseers take chilrge of them, but the l)arish t akes no note of orphans, as there 
i f> no law authorizing them. 

P tTSOns who alltnded the Examination. 

Very Rev. Dean BUll.Ga.- Mr. J.-\1\IES DYRNE.- Jom, CLARKE, esq. , Bub-inspector of police.­
SIMOY CULLEN. labourer.-WILLLUI CORCORAN. labourer.-lrlr. PATR.lCK CURR.I.E.-JOIill 

CUllltIN, esq.-Rev. 1\IT. DOYLE, p.p._Mr . P.'I.T F AllRF.LL, furmer and acneral dealer._ Mr. 
RICHAR.D FINAMORE._ l\fr. JAMLS Fl't'ZPA'l·RI CK._JAMES F LANAGAN, labourcr.-WILLJA.'\I P. 
G .A-HAGAN, If. D.- MICHAE L G AUL, l abour er.-\Vll.LrA:M GooDwn', esq.- Mr. THOMAS liARD)!'. 

_ Mr . EDWARD H AYDON.-RoBERT H AYES', 11: . D., churchwarden._ Hev. Mr. H UlIE, roman­
catholic curste.- l\1r. OWEN L ALQR.-Mr. J OHN LoUrDN, shopkeepcr._ P1'.T£R LYONS, esq. ­
JOlIro! MAGRATH, farmer of five nnd a flal r ncres.- lHr. F:&Llx MmNA, b uckstcr.- WILLlAlII 
M URPHY, mendicant._ A'NDREW NUL, labourer.-EmVARD NEAL. labourer.-Rey. EDWA.IlD 
GlWRG£ PA RUR, curll.te of Naas_JolIN RUTHERFORD, esq.-JolIN STANLEY, Jabourer.-l\:(ajor 
T ANDY, chief magistrate of police. - MICIJAEL TOOLE, farmer of six and ~ half acres.- bfr. WIL­

LIAM T RAC1'. _ M r. WJLLIAU WILSON.- PATRICK WALSH, dispensll.ry doctor. 

THE numbe r of desert~d childre n at' the time of Assistant Commissioners visitino-, was 
five, and al;K>ut 50 orphans j the a.nnual average of deserted children being about °eicrht. 
Mr. GoodWin. the secreta.ry to the grand j ury of this county, states, that in Athy thereOare 
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DESl;;llT ED AND 
Olll'JI.-\N 

C UI LDREN. 

L t:instcr, 
County Ki ldare. 

Elllmin~'liOIl ~ tuken by 
C;~ ptain White. 
1". ~ IJ&. Vaughau, £s.C}. 

Pari!liles: of Naas 
aod Os!}(:rsluwtl. 

Baa'. North Nans. 

Parish UallwngalT. 
llilr. Ophaly, Welt. 

COllnty L ongford. 

F.lII.minntivnl luken by 
J ohn ~i'cncer. Esq. 
Wibun Grmy, Etq. 

Parish Ahbt'!Jsnrule, 
including Town of 

Dallymahon. 
Bn.r. Rathclinc. 
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at present 20 deserted children . The number of desertions h as cc ,·tainly increased within 
the last five yea.rs. Mr. Goodwin states, '~at the ~tc of my residence two chi ldren more­
lately leit; I traced the mothers, who declared th ell' inabi lity to s upport thc childrclI, and 
tha t they knew they would be well taken care of by me~" Deserted children art:) always 
ill eO'itimatc, and occasionally peri sh before they are di scovered. l'dnjol' Ta ndy obse l'vcs, 
or About four months tt~o a womO.11 wns detected who exposeu her c hild; 1 committed her 
to gaol, but from prevIous exposure to wet and cold the child died in. th e gaol i thc woman 
was in a state of dreadful want." ( t was deemcd iOll'ossible for a labourer, cOlIsidcl·itw the 
rate of wages, La make any provision fol' his ch ildren In case of thei r becoming ot'phnl1s~ nor 
is the attempt to do so ever made. Children UtHJel' 1 2 months found desel'ted, arc s upportcd 
by presentments a t the assizes; but orphans receive no legal BUllpOl'l, the law makc!:! no 
provision fol' them. The churchwarden, as overseer, takes elmrge of all de!:!erted children ' 
and afterwards, by the direction of the minister, they are put out to nurse to women in th~ 
parish, nor can t hey be neglected, being' under the ins pection of the parochial authorities. 
The sum granted for the support of n. dcsertcd ch ild is 51. a year, which iR prc.<;cn tt!d for by 
the chu rchwardens, against whow no charge of lleglect or pcculation has ever Leell made. 
There is no hosp ital for deserted chi ldren since t he closing of the Foulldling-hos pi tnl itl 
Dublin, the whole chal'ge in whieh was 51. There is no apprentice fund for fountl lings. 

l)ersom who attellded tlte Examination. 

Rev. Mr. BounNE, protestant rcctor._Rev. Mr. BnE'NA tf, parish pt'iest.-l\{IcHA£L DYIl.N£, 

lnbourer.-M l·. J IIM liS DIXON, farmer.-Dr. WILLIAM GODFIl.J::Y Dy,d.$.-I'ETl:ll ENNIS, farmer. 
-Mr. J OUN FAGAN, huckster._ Mr. JOHN FAR.RELL, bo.kernlHl farmer._Uon en·r FITl':GERALD. 

elq. :1. p.- Rev. PATRICK FlT zrATIUCK, roman·catholic curnte.-Dr, J "M IU~ Fl'r7.s!l.roS"s, M. D. 

_ WILLIAM FLOOD, farmer. - Mr. WILLIIIM GAnDENEn, huckster.- \VILlIAM Gon~:, labourer 
nnd small farmer.-PATRICK GORM A N, mason._Right H on. Lord HER1H: nTON' .-~II· . • L'IMF.S 
H'lNES, fal'mel' .- O w EN K~v"):Acn , Iabourer.-WJLT.JAM KAVANA(';!I, ro.tlllcl'._l\II" Tuot-us 
Kel.LY, JUl'ge farmer._JoSEI'II L EE, blacksmith nnd publictlll'_ P"'r LEI':, i'armel'. -b:lr.J/l.MF.S 
~'I 'KEN" A, pnroehial schoolmnster.- Mr. PAT MALONE, butcher._Mr. M ICIIAE[, l\1Y I.OIl, farmer 
and innkecpcr.-GI'.ORGE PIIIr, esq., :1. 1'.-J01I~ 1'1ZlI, C!q.,:1. t'.-ED1\' IIRn J. T OWNS £NU, chief 
constable of police. ' 

REV. Mn. BnRN A !or, parish priest, says, ~. 'l11cre are in thc catholic union of fI!u'is il et; about 
l'lol'plmns and tlll'ee deserted ch ildren; Olle! of the latter wns f:; inec th e clos ing' 01' th e 
Foundling-hospital; but lattcrly the number appears to be statiow:ny. In all C[lSCH of 
desertion the chij(]ren are consid ered ill egitimate; and the reason fo r uesertion is to get riel 
of the expense and to cover of their own charactcr." 

All :tgree in saying that it would be utterly impossible for lhe working classes 1;0 lny by 
any th ing from thei r earnings ~ainst a time or need fur thei r orphan!;. 

Two of the th ree deserted cluldren in the catholic unions arc supported by privn.tc contri­
butions, and one Ly n grant of grand j ury pl'cSentmellt, and no grCi'l L tl illiculty is tuuml ill 
collecting it. The orphans nre Ruppol'ted by the nlms of' thc people. 

Deserted children are usually pu t Ollt to nurse by the cle!rgymen of tbe parish with wornell 
r eSidi ng in the parish, who in general treat the children With the greatest kindness. Five 
pounds pel' annum is the limit of expenditure allowed for the support of each child; it is 
levied by nssessments on the barony.-(Rev. Mr. Browl/e.) 

"Thc practice of thus taking charge of descrted children," continues Mr. Drownc, tl is 
not found to increase th e number, ns we nre very pD.rticular in investigating; and tho lear of 
detection has prevented many j there cnn be no doubt of it, as I myself have exposed the 
t he parties." 

The R ev. Mr. Dren nan observes, .. it may lead to desertion, but it prevents the crime of 
infanticide ; and of the two evils the first is the lesse r." 

Rev . M r. Browne thinks, or the difficulty and expense attending the necessary application 
to the judge of assize fo r so small n grunt yearly, throw such obstacles in the way, that 
SOllle greater faqility is requisite, the present mode almost excluding the a.ttempt. 

P ersolls who' attended tIle Examination . 

J OltN CASEY, cotticr.-HuGlI DOOGAN' , small farmer, 10 acres. - Captain Gn.AIIAM, magistrate.­
Mr. Jom .. sroN, nn exteosive farmcT.-Rev. Mr. MICAN'. pllrish pri€st.- Ucv. 1\'[1'. MAOtllnE, 
rector.-Rcv. Mr. MOFPET, protE:stant curate of nn adjoining pm'ish and a mngistrate, residing 
in the town of Bal1ymahon.- Mr. EDWARD RomrEY, n general merclUlnt.-?rhc[{Al'.f. ROURKE 

Jabourer. . 

T IlER); is nt prescnt only one child that has been deserted in the pa.rish, but no assess­
ment has been paid during the last two years. The Assistant Commlssioncrs were not able 
t o procure any mformation frOlu either of the churchwardens on the subjects relating: to t~is 
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portion of their inquiry : \.lth one of those officers they were not able to obtain an interview. 
"The Rev. M,'. lW Can cannol state how many orphans there luay be in the parish below 
the age of 12 years, but he knows that t here are five or six of t hat age now begging ; such 
children are the objects of very general sympathy, and Rrc usually taken jnto their houses, 
and brought up as servants by fa rmers, tor whom thei r fathers hnve worked ." Neither the 
Inst~mentioned gentlemen, nor any other of the witnesses eXUtlli llCd can recollect Il.Il instullce 
of n child losi ng botb its paren ts while yet an infant. 

Persons who attended tlte Examination. 

Appcmiix (A.) 

D ES E RTED A ND 
O RPHAN 

C HIL DREN. 

L einller, 
County Longford . 

Euminationl tl1kr.n by­
J"'\1II Sptn~r, Esq. 
W illen Grit, Esq. 

Rev. r..i r. O'BEInNE, P. P.-LAUGHLIN i\'l'CAN, clerk of petLy scssions.- ftev. Dr. CRAwFoaD, rector ------­
and J. 1'._ Mr. FA.RRELL, considcrable formcr._ Mr. GREGG, considerable fll.rmcr.-JoHN Iho. P ari3b Cloongui" I, 

including Town of 
Gl:-;S, labourer.-JOIIN KEEFE, labourer. NewfownforutS. 

TUE RE is one deserted child in the parish; four wi thi n the last fi ve years ; desertion has 
decreased, but a cause cannot be assigned; all the children are bel ieved to be illegitimate j 
they have never perished before they were discovered . An the witnesses agreed t hat parents 
of the working classes could not provide for their children in the event of their becoming 
orphans . There are about 16 orphan children unable to support themselves, and belonaing 
to six 0 1' seven families ; they are mos tly supported by going from one neighbou r to anoBler . 
Two famil ies have a small quantity of land, which their neighbours assist them to cultivate. 
There are also some young orphan children, having adult brothers who support them, but 
who cannot be supposed to take the same interest in them ns parents. One family of 
orpl1ans, of four individ uals. is supported by a contribution from four of the resident gentry. 
None are brought u p by religious ord ers, or by su bscript ions f~om the work ing classes . All 
whose parents are not k nowLl, at' cannot be found, are conSidered dese rted . No present­
ments are obtained from the assizes for their support . . The churchwarden does not take 
-care of orphans, nor, latterly, ofdcsel'ted children, as the parishioners have refused payment 
of the money levied for thnt purpose. The latter were formerly rut out by the churchwar­
dens to nurse, to women resident in the pnrish j but the duty a inspection was generally 
neglected; 3l. or 41. per allllum was the sum usually paid fo r nursing. wh ich continued to 
the a(Te at which the woman micrht consent to adopt the child, usually about 10 or 1'2 years. 
T he fund was supplied by J.larish assessment, and no objection was made to its distribution . 
There is no foundling. hospltal or orphan iustitution here ; the children usually merge into 
the fami lies ofthcir nurses. If no pro\·i sion were made for deserted children, some would 
,be prevented from deserting them, as the'/ nOw are by the fear of thcir being brough t up as 
p rotestan ts by the protestant parochial a uthorities: tb is motive MI'. 0 '£. k nows to be 
mflueutial, from the follow ing ci rc_umstance. SOIDe years ago he took charge of a deserted 
child i immediately afterwards two others were deserted , with papers on their persons, cer· 
tifyin~ that they were the children of roman-<:atholics i he took charge of them also, but 
proclmmed at his chapel that he would never do so again . Not more than two were deserted 
jn the lmrish since. All the witnesses agreed that n o fur ther legislation wo.s desirable with 
.respect to deserted cbildren. 

P ersons who attended lhe Examination. 

Bar. L ongford. 

Mr. P ETER CORCORAN', grocer and generul retailer._ -- K mwAN, esq. M. D.-PATnIcK MAGUlRE, ______ _ 

day labourer.- -- MONTGOMERY, churchwarden._ THOMAS !\IOXHAM, farmer, nod proprietot Town Granard. 
of cabins in the town, occupied by labourers._ Mr. JOHN MUR.TAGH, clolh.mcrchant._ Rev. Dar. Gratlard. 
Mr. ROBINSON, rector, an d J. l'.- Rev. !\fr. SUEl!-IDAN, J. l'.- __ THOMPSON, ·esq., J . P . 

TH ERE are three deserted children in the parish j about 12 orpllans begging. too young 
'to earn a support for themselves; it was no t k nown how they might he otherwise provided 
for. 111ere are three or fou r deserted each year ; the mortality among them is very great, 
l1S they arc mostly all born diseased . They are supposed- to be deserted by pros titutes . 
T he number has decreased progressively fm' the last 1 2 years. At that time 1 5 were deserted 
in a single year, and the average was about eight. Within the last two years only four 
have been deserted . Th is decrease has been exactly proportioned to the difficulty the parish 
has experienced in providing for them, and the consequ~ntly increased Circumspectlon of 
rthe c~urchwarqens. \,Vho no~ never take,.charge of a chlld witho.ut the stricte~t inqu iry .into 
the circumstances of deserllOn. The difficulty commenced With the Dubli n Foundhng­
hospital req uiring 51. with each child. Now t hat the hospi tal is closed, the r,nrishi6ners 
have refused to pay the sums assessed for their support for the last two years. 1 he children 
are all supposed to be illegitimate i they have never been known to have perished before 
t hey were discovered . P arents of tbe working classes could not possibly p rovide fo r their 
.children if they become orphans. There is no contribution for orphans, but t here are several 
.~stances where. when they h ad arrived a t such an age that they ~uight be useful in run­
Il'l lllg errand~, &c. , they have been taken in, when they must otherwise have be~ged, by the 
employers of their father. None are supported by rehgious orders or by subscnpti.ons from 
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DnsrmTED AND 

OnpHAN 
C HIL OIlEN . 

L einster, 
County L ongrord. 

El'lIl1iuulionllakcn by 
John Spencer, E\q. 
Wilw u GillY, lliq. 

'I'mvn of Grano.rrl. 

Bar. Granurd. 

t he poorer classes. All children are considercd deserted whose parents arc not known, or 
who have abandoned them. The parish have never beeu calleu on to s upport an orpha.n, 
and is not supposed to be obliged to do so . No presentment!:! have been olJt.'lincu from the 
assizes either for deserted children or orphans. The ch ildren are put out to w a rnell residing 
in the p' tl.l·ish . "When I had funds," stud M I'. M., .. I paid the nurses weekly. They brought 
the ciuldren for inspection when they came for paymcnt, I mu not aware of a legal limit 
to tllC expendi ture upon each child, exclusive of clothing for the child. I Imve paid from 
1 s, 6 d. to '2 S. 6 d. a week for nursing, varying with the difficulty or danger of nlll'~illg eh.il~ 
llren affected as they have been almost always with venereal. Thc oldest we have is fo ur 
yerLfS of nO'c . Bcfore 1830 we sent all to the Foumlli ng:.hospit.'lL The foutI \V;ts dCI'ivcd 
i'mOl pal'oc'i\inl assessment. No objection \vas made to its distrilJution. It Ill'OSC frolll con­
founding it with church cess. Suflicicnt time hns not elapsed sillcc thn dosing of the Pound­
ling-hospital to ell able us to jutIgc of the en-ccl., of' the new sys tem." Nune arc supported 
by the Protestant Orphan Society. No fu rther legislation on the suhject was thought 
desirable by any of the witnesses. 

P ersom who auemicd the Examination. 

------- TnOMAS DURKE, farmer, who 1101ds zo ncres of lam!, and occasionally lllbours himsclt:-Rev.Mr. 
Parish K illaslu:c. O 'FERRALL, 1'. r. - CurusTOPnlm GEEIIAN, day-Inbourcr._llcv. Mr. P OWELL, protestant eurate.-
Bar. MU!ltiO'W. Rev. Mr. PmcE, wesleyan clergyman._MIClTAEL SUANLEY, schoolmaster, surveyor, and occa. 

sional1y lilbourer for hire.- V ALE.NTINE SKlt'TON, csq., 1. 1' • ..:....RODERT WILSON, middle landlol'(1. 

FOR many years there has been no child deserted in the parish. 
[t was not considered possible with present wages for parent!! in the labouring class to , 

spare what might provide for children in case of their becoming orphans. In n.nswer to a. 
question, Could ' they spare money to drink 7 the }lev. Mr. O'Farrell and Mr. 'Wilson both 
n.greed that they scarcely recollect to have secn a labourer drunk j those whQ can aifunl to 
drink being found umO I~g tradesmen and farmers. 

Person.s who atlenderltllc Examination. 

-------- Mr. CAltnRY, general mcrchant.- Mr. DWYER, churchwartlcll._ Mr. GANDY, buker, gl'oecl' and 
Union of Temple­

michael and Bally­
maconni(:. 

Dar_ Ardagu. _.'-- ---. 

spirit deo.ler.-Rev. Mr. HUDSON.-Ml', J{EENAOJl, I.mkel'.-nev. Mr. KENNEDY, Pl'csiJytcl'i1l.1l 
mi nister._Hev. Mr. O'DONOGl:IOE, roman-catholic clcrgyman.-Mr. WILLIAMS, tOlVn-serjeant and 
under agcnt to Lord Longford. 

Tn En F. were seven deserted children in the parish, all, toget.her with OIlC who lately Ili ed 
hav ing bcen deserted since February 1830 ; they wcre bclievcll , without CXCCIJ tiutl. to ue 
iUemtimatc. The mothers arc flllppm;ed to conccnl thcir pregnancy as 10llg all poss ible, and 
the~ to go, under some pretence, to n strange part of thc coun try and desert the child. Hilt 
one instance bas been known, with.in seven years or longer, in the paris h where the child 
perished before it \Vas discovered. AU the witnesses agree« that from the presen t wageR of the 
working classes, parents could not providc for children in the cvent oftbeir becoming orphans. 
There nre no funds or resources for deserted orphans. By the laws providing for descrted 
children, an affidavit is required from the person who found the child, that he is not, to his 
knowledge, a relation of it ; that he does not know either its father or mothcr; and that he 
was not concerned in its desertion. No presentments are obtained from the assizes for the 
maintenance of deserted and orphan childre!?, but the churchwarden invariably takes carc of 
them when such an affidavit is made. There is no law which. provides for orphans. De-. 
sel'ted children are put.to n.urse to women residing in the parish; they arc in general left to 
the care of t he nurses, and are seldom seen by the churchwardens, unless when the nurse 
comes for money, once in the year or half yeal', The amount of expenditure upon each 
child is limited by lllw to 51. per annum. The amount given in this parish is 4/., until thc 
chi ld is strong enough to be put to a tradc, generally when from seven to ten years' old. 
They bave not as yet'had any experience of t he age at which the pllrish may get rid of the 
expense, ns before thc closing of the Foundling-hospital they did so by paying st. for cal'~ 
rying it to the hospital. The fund from whiCh the churchwal'den draws for their mainte­
nance is derived from paro~hial assessment, which is made nccol'dinS- to an ancient division 
into catro1'/s, townparks aod plots. Many complaints nre made of the Irregularity of thiM divi­
sion. There is no reason for discontent with the distribution by the churchwardens. There 
is no foundling-hospital to which the children can be scnt. Those nursed by the country 
people are frequently adopted by them, the parish being CTlad to get rid of the expense, 
otherwise they are apprenticed, at the expense of the pari;h, to some cheap trade, at the 
earliest possible nge. The character of the children in nft()r life must depend chie8y on that 
of the family to which they are entrusted, and the churchwarden generally considers it his 
duty to examine the character of the nurse. The practice of taking charge of deserted. 
children does not to any great extent lead to their desertion. 



illto the STATE OF THE POORER CLASSES IN IRELAND. 15 

Persons who attended the ExallliIUltioJ!. 

Mr. TnO~'As BLACK-ALL, miller nnd fnrrner. - Mr. MATTHEW C OWL1>Y, small farmer.-FnA~ClS 

DAMES, esq .• J. r . _H OGH DONOGHUE, lubourer.-P"TIUCK DOII'NEY, fQl'mer. - l'"TJUCK FAit. 

RELL,labour er.-Rev, MICHAEL FLA.s'AGHAN', r. P. of Coddnmstown.-Rev. Tl101US FLOOD, P. P. 

of Clonard._Mr. PATRICK GORMAN, fnrmer._Mr. CnRlSTOI'HEll GOSTEEN, farmer.-Mr. 
PJ-IlLIP GRADY, shopkeeper.-DEN"IS HANAGAN, labourer.-JOIlN HEVEY, esq., large holder of 
land._ Mr. TlIO~I/I.S H OPKINS, clerk of petty sessions.-GAllRETT JACKSON, labourer.-THOMAS 
KEEVER., fnrmer.-Mr. S. KIWN'AS', schoolmastcr.- Tl{OKAS l\IoNKs, labourer._ l\IATTlIEW 

MOON EY, gaoler.-l'tfATTHEw MUnRAY, carpenter.-EDWARD Munn.AY, gaoJet .. -JoHN H. 
NANGLE, esq., J. p.-Rev. EDWARD NIXON, vicnr.-Mr. Clln.tSTOI'IlER O'NEILL, shopkeeper and 
fanner.-Hev. Mr. PALMER, protestant r ector of Castle Cnrbery.-Mr . .l\hCHAEL RICKARD, fanner. 
-Mr. JOliN ROCI-IE, shopkeeper.-.IAt>lES H . ROIlKE, esq., J. 1".-RODER."l' !lYND, esq., J.I".­

Serjean't SEN iOn, police.-Mr. GEORGE VON FREIGH T, chief cODstablc._ANTIIONY WALSU, 

1abourer. 

THE ltE are no deserted children in the union . There is one orphan, an illcS'itimate child. 
The father always denied it. The mother supported him till her death, winch took place 
about eight years ngo. He is 12 years old, and is supported by the neighbours. Consi­
d ering the present rate of wages of the workin g classes, all concur in opinion that it is 
perfectly impossible for parents to providc for their children, in the event of their becoming 
orphans. 

PersOfIS wIlD attcuded the Examination. 

Rev. GERALD BBERE.-Doctor COTTER, dispensary surgeon.-WtLLLUI Cox, labourcr.-h'lr. WIL· 
UA1II CUn.RlEs.-Rev. MICHAEL MULLEN, p. P. - PATlt.1CK Mun.,Thon, labourer.-HENRY 
O'COl'fNOR, esq.-JAMES WEST, esq., J. P. 

THERE are at present no deserted child ren, and but few orphans. One child was exposed 
some time ago, but died shorUy afterwards. Deserted children were always supposed to be 
illerritimate, and were supported by contributions. O l'phans were generally maintained by 
the

O

employers of the parents, as it is quite impossible for a labourer to lay up any provision 
for his childreu, in case of their becoming orphans. The practice of deserting children has 
decreased since the closing of the Foundling.hos pital, and no legislative interfel'ence was 
deemed desirable, as the number is so small, and any certain fund would be likely to increase 
or cause desertion . There is an instance, in an adjoming parish, of a deserted child being 
supported by its father, who came forward when the clergyman refused to take it. 

Per50ns who attended the Examination. 

D£SEnT&.D ANII 
ORPHAN 

CUILDREN. 

Lci,utc,.. 
County Meath . 

E~U1Ui r,nl iu D S tltk~n by 
Capl. in W I,it ... 
T. Nug. Vtlugb3n, Esq. 

Union of Clonard 
and Killyon. 

BIU, Upper May· 
J~nr(Jg'" 

County W estmeatlt. 

EJ;o.miI\3Ii(JrrJ I~I;;~D by 
Thomnl Osler, Esq. 
J arue. O' J.'lynn, Esq. 

Par. B flllinocuf'rig 
Kilbriry. 

fiar . MO!lgi5Jl. 

Parish EN/owen.. 
Bar. Kilkenny, 

West. 

Wn.LIAM CONLON._Rev. T. CAULI'I:F.LD, rector._ MICUAEL FINNEY, bcggn.r.- PATItICK GERAGliTY. 

--:ltev. J. KF.AR.NEY, r. r.- PEGGY Kn:ll.NON, beggar, with three children, 11er husband begging 
..... tth three more In another part of the country._ Mr. CUARL£S L Er..'NON. farroer.-Mr. PUILIP 

LENON, farmer.-JOIJN MIARs,lnbourer.-JouN MONREAL, miller._ TIlOroiAS STUDDS, csq., :1. P. of 
Cork, residing here. ______ _ 

TH.ERE has been but. one ~eserted child within the ~ ll..St three years in the parish. . 
Rev. J. K earney, pansh pnest, says," I do not consider any further legislattve interference 

necessary for the protection of deserted children, and any reauiar fund would be sure to 
increase the uumber." ° 

Persons who attended tIle &amination. 

Rev. JOHN BuR.U, P. p.- Rev. A DOLPHUS DROUGHT, protestant cUrate._ WILLIAM FAGAN, farmer 
- Mr. SlMON FAGAN, farmcr._Trro~fAs HALPIN, fnrmer.- Captllin PAKENHAlIl, :1. P.-WILLU~ 
D UTTON POLLARD, esq., 1. P.- NICHOLAS RJEVE, farmer. 

TH E n~mber of deserted children and orphans in the parish is very small and those that 
~re. recetve support from contributions of pl'ivate persons as there is no 'public fund for 
th~ purpose; the,r are . always illegitimate. It was conside~d quite impOSSIble for parents 
~ provide f?r then ~hil~ren amon~ the work~Dg classes, in t~e present state of wages. There 
1S no foundltng.~ospItallO th.e pans.h; and since the Foundhng-hospital in Dublin has been 
closed. the practIce of desertma chtldren has very mnch decreased 80 that it seemed dan-
gerous that any legislative intc":fet·ence should take place. ' 

0·5· 

Par. Conlcpol/Q1"d.· 
Bar. llaltfoure, or 

DcmiJi:mre. 
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D l'.SEllTED AND 

OUl'lIAN 
Cmf.DnEN. 

P ersons tnllo atlc71ded tile Examinatioll. 

I ,ci,lSlel', Rev. JOSEPH FJTZOEIl.ALD, r. l".-L,\UIl.ENCE LLOYD HENRY, esC}. J. p.-Mr. MtCII,\EI. H01'E, fariller. 

Coullty\Yeslmeatb. -Rev. HODl::n.T A. iVIAn:rm, pl'otestant curate.-.l\1'r. JAME.S SEERY. furmcr. - llonrmT MO ltG,\!( 

T IGUE, esq., J. l".- The Marquis of WESTM'E.ATJT, loru.li eutenaut of the cou nty. 
Ezaminnlions t'nhn by 
Th"ma~ Osler, E'q. 
Jllluel O'.1-'IYIII). E~q . THERE is but one of these in the pnrish, the ch ild of n woman who (lied Ilnder a heci (re 

on her way from Cnv~ll; it is supported by a quarterly collection at the rnman-cathonc 
l >arish CusUrlo'Um chapel, which amou nts to ahout 5s. There has he!!n no other cn.'iC ror sevcml yCILl'S . P arcnts 

D e/viII. of the w9rking clnsses could not possibly provide ror lheir chi lJrcn, in the evcnt of their 
Bar. Delvin. becoming orphans, cOllsidel'i ng the present rate or W IW ·CS . The prcse ll t system, hy which 

--______ deserted child ren nrc provided foJ', is considered the oest which coul(l b (l adopted j llilyothcr 
would be 1ikc1y to increase the number. Mr. H enry mentioned a case of n. child ~ ent to him. 
as deserted, who, on Mr. Henry's refusal to receive him, was supported by his fa ther. 

Parish Killvca.n. 
Bar. Farbill. 

Par.1I11I1I!fil rnltam. 
Bar. Corkan.1j. 

. County ~Vexford. 

Eurnillntions tRkcn by 
Frnncis Digs:(, IlI, E$q. 
lV • Torrenl M'CalJagh, 

Eoq. 

P llrishCI l-JorctoTVlf, 
C;km11lQr~, Ardcolon, 

and JGll"ra.n. 
Bar. Shtlmalia. 

P ersolls wllo attended tile Eramill(ll ion. 

Rev. JAUES ALEXAN"DF.n, rcctOl·.-Rev. JOHN CUIl.RAN, 1'. l".-GEOIl.GE M. T. DROUGH'l', csq., poli ce 
mng:istrnte.- MATTUEW KEEFFE, fnrmer.-DAvID l\IOORl::, shopkccpcr.- P£TER PUllDOS', csq. 

THERE is not one deserted child in the parish, nor has been these three years. The crime­
of de!';ertion of children is supposed to have decreased very much sincc the closing of the 
Foundli ng-hospital in Dnblin. 

When cases occur, R ev. Mr. Curran said. c. the child is supported by n swbscription 
under the direction of the parish priest, nnd collected on some ap pointed Sunday." 

With regard to a ]ll'ovision ror deserted child ren, Matthew h.ee lc did not think it neces · 
sary, child ren be ing very rarely deserted; and Hev. Mr. Curran thought n. fund, \mder tile 
direction of the clergyman, mny be useful. 

PerS01lS who attended tile Erami1lalion. 

Rel'. CUAJl.Lr:.s DnOWNE., M. A" Wilson's H ospital, protestant c1 ergymnn.-OWEN DALY, esq., magis­
lrale.-JAMES D OWLING, 1'.1,._ l\,Ir. J AMES FLANAGAN, fnrmer._ Mr. GEORGE. GmsON, furmcr. ­
]\l'1r. D ENI S KANE. fhrmer._ Mr. TaoMAs MoonE, former. _ Sir P EIICY NUGENT, bart., lDagistro.tc 
- Rev. TllOMAS YOUNG, protestant curate. 

TI-i EnE is but. one <.lcscrted child in the parish, no case or this kind having occurred for 
several yenrs. 1'nrcn t~ very rarely, i ~ ever, cOlll(~ provide for. thcir childrcn . PI'Cs(,~!ltmcnt:s 
nrc obtained at thc aSSlZC!! for the mam tenance of deserted clllidren a nd orphans. gu' Pcrr.y 
Nugent thought that n provision for the destitule should. include tue laller. hut not the 
former. 

Per~ons who attended tile Examillation. 

Rev. J OliN' DOOl~En, Killuran p::arsonnge.-!\'Ir. J OlIN DALTOY, farmer, Foulker Mill.-Mr. JOlI N' 

LETl', rarmer, Kilgevin.-Rev. CUARLES D. OGL'E, Clonmore Cottage.-llev. Jom; W. STOKlI.S, 

Castlebridgc. 

THE number of deserted children in the parish not known, but, is supposed to be d~cre.as~ 
ing. Do not believe that legitimate children are abandoned ~y thelr pare~ts, who, conslderm.g 
the wages of the wOl'king classes, certainly could n?t prOVIde for t~ em. III t~e event ~f their 
becoming orphans. SOUle few, however, attempt It. No g reat ~lfficulty In collectmg the 
necessary fu nds ror the maintenance of deserted a~d orpha~ chlld.ren ; pI'esentUlent::; ~re 
obtained from the assizes for that purpose. TJ~ere IS. much diSCUSSIOn on the laws relntJ.vG 
to them and the case is at present under the conSIderatIon of the twelve l udges . No found­
ling.ho; pitnl ; cannot tell what .gen,era~ly becomes of those nUl'~e~ by the country 1?eo~le. 
No apprentice fund; no orphan mstitutlOn. The expense of provldmg f~r deser ted cluldl.en. 
by putting them to nurse with the peusantry, c~nsiderably less tha,n that mCllrred by sending 
them to a found ling-hospital. ' Vhen not proVlded for by the pnrlsh, are often .made to beg. 
and th us support themselves as soon as they are n. few y~ars old .. I ~I)OSsl ble to know 
whether the mortality amongst those who are sen t to a found l mg~bospl tal1a grea.ter than the 
mortality of those who have been .put to nurse .' The pra~licc of to.kj~g charge of dese~'ted 
chi ld ren used to lead to this desel'tIon , bllt h as decreased Since tIle c10smg of the Fouudh,ng-
hospital in Dublin. Some provision is considered nccessary. . 
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Per&ons ' U1:0 attended the Eramination. 

RICHARD .BoLTO':f~ esq.J town of Gorey.- JollN P. llaoWNRIGG, esq., Barnadoweo.-Rev. T . O. 
MOOlU!, Leskinfere Glebe, Camolin.- Captain OWElf, MilImoul1t.- Mnjor OWEN, Woodlands. 

Appendix(A .) . 

D.e: SERTeo AND 

Onl'lIAN 
CHILD IU: tf. 

Ltillstcr, 
Cou nty Wexford. 

THERE are none in the parish of Lesk infere. On nn average of three years. half·a-dozen Eumin'l itoll' uku by 
children haye not been deserted in the parish of Gorey. D eserted childl'en al'e mostly ill em- Ernllcil Dii~ell!', Esq. b' W. Torrenl l\l'C~lIagh. 
timate; and there have bee ll one or two instanc.es of thei r l) Rving perished before they were Esq. 
di scovered. It is hardly ever possible for parents belonp"ing to the working classes, con-
sidering the present I.lrice of labour, to provide for their cllildren out of thei r wages, in the Parishes K;lcnr­
event of their becommg orphans, though some indeed have attempted to do so. Theyare 1Hack, Gore.y,(1ollglt 
not supported by private contribu tions, nor any religious establisbments known to bring up and Lukinfere. 

, or shekel' them. It has not been heard that the poorer classes make any weekly sub- Bar. Gorey. 
scriptions for the purpose of putting to nurse those children deserted within the parish. - -----­
Orphans are not considered to ·come within the meaning of the laws which provide for 
deserted children; nor any childrell, except t.hose of wllom both the parents are unknown. 
Presentmen ts are obtai ned from th e assizes for the maintenance of deserted child ren and 
orphans. The churchwardens cannot now interfere in the case of desef'tE:d and orphan 
children. Children are not now put out.by the chu rchwardens, and when sent from under 
the constant inspection of the parochial authoritic!>, they have been neglected. Inspection 
is tbe duty of the overseers. The ex penditure on each ch ild is limitt!d to 5 I. pel' annUD1. 
The fund from w11ich the churchwardens formerly drew for their ma.intenance wa.s parochial 
assessments; but !:iince the abolition of church rates nODe has been made, in consequence of 
the d ifficulty of making llny assessments, owing to the smallness of the sum required , and 
the necessity of apploting the tax proportionally. 

There was no reason to be dissatisfied with the distribution of that fund by the church­
wardens, and they never have been found guil ty of peculation. There is no apprentice 
fund . There is no fou ndling-hosp ital. The children put to nurse with t he country people 
seem to bl' more moral and ll seful members of society t.ban those reared ' in orphan insti­
tutions. The c:o-:pense of maintainin~ dese rted children, by putting them to nmse with the 
peasantry. is not greater than would oe incurred by supporting them ill 'a foundling-hospital. 
The Hev. Mr. Moore remarks, that men who have been educated in the found ling-hospital 
often turn out well j but numerous instances have been known of female::; so educated being 
the victims of seduction. Hilli erto no children have been supported by the Protes tant 
Orphan Society. It is ullcertain whether the mortali ty amongst those who are sent to n 
foundli ng-hospital be ~reate l' than llle mortality of those who have been put to nurse. One 
of the principal objections to the foundlinJ!-hospital WaH, that a child once placed within its 
wall s w as for life lost sight of by tho!>e wno otherwise would hav e known and exerted ~ome 
infl uence over it. The practice of providing for deserted children does not Jead to thei l' 
desertion , since the closing of the Foundling-hospital in Dublin. ,The Rev. Mr. Moore says : 
.( Infantic ide has taken tfie place of desertion. Some provision ought t.o be made for the 
protectiQn of deserted childl'en, which might I>e effec ted by the establishment of distinct 
foundling-hospitals ." 

Persom 1IJ/lO o.ltended the Examination. 

ilICAARD DEVEREUX, esq., merchant, 'Vexford.--Rev. WILLIAM HICKEY, rector of Kilcomall.­
Rev. G EORGE MtrRr HY, romnn·catholic curntc, Wexford.-J. E . R 1!.Dl<tOND, esq., banker, \Vex­
ford.-CII.\RLI?9 A. \V ALK.ElI., esq. M. P., Belmoul1t.- Mr. JOliN W A.LSn, general agent, Wexford. 

P arishe. MoglaJ$~ 
RotllfflUCll rc and 

lIflilrankin. 

Bar. of Forl.~ and 
Bargy. 

TItER-E. are fewer illegitimate than legitimate deserted children. They do not often 
perish before they are di scovered . In some few cases, pare nts of the working classes 
might provide from their earnings for their children, in tll e even t of their becoming orphans. - --- ---

It is sometimes attempted, but very seldom successfully. Deserted children, 'orphans, 
&c. are supported principally by private subscriptions collected by the clergy. A few are 
brought up by the different religious orders. The poorer classes do not subscribe for them. 
A few clergymen have applied at the assizes for the 811m of 51. fo r each deserted ch.ild, and 
have succeeded. The foundling ove rsee rs are the persons bound to take charge of de­
serted children, and they ha.ve n.ot neglected their duty. Orphan children, as such, are not 
takeu care of; none but foundhngs, who mayor may not be orphans. Fol' the latter, as 
such, there is no provision. Dese rted cnildren aTe given to )'es ideu t Durses by the church­
wardens. There is rarely any inspection by the parochial authori ties . 

Ass~ssments are made for their support upon the particular parochial division in which 
the chi ld was exposed. 

, There is no foundling-llnspital nor apprentice fund. The child ren become, when they 
gr.ow up, members of their foster pa rent's family. There are no orphan institutions . De­
sert~d chi,I~l ren are .Dot often .driven to beg ; none are supported by the Protestant. Orphan 
SOCiety. I he prnctlce of taking charge of deserted children does not lead to theIr deser­
ti on. The dosing of the Dilblin FoundlinO'-ho,;pital has produced no perceptible effect. 
Some provision for deserted childre!l is cO~lsidered very desirable. 

D 
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C l ll l.l!ll!;')o;. 

.Lt..ill~lc,., 
County Wexford. 

El[.1l11iualiuns !;, kcn lJy 
rrauds Di~l!('u~ , Elq. 
\V. Tor~ns M' Cullai;h, 

E..q. 

Parish ll'ionarl . 
·Bar. Scan'f;alsh. 
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Persons wllO attended the E'rllmillatioll . 

£nWAIlO C OOKbIAN, esq.-Rev. !\IICHhZL FENWICK.-JOlJN NIXON NUNN, cSfJ.-Hcv. SOLO>\lON 
RIcnAnDs.~l\lr. PATILICI':' WDITl':, corll merchant. 

IN the town there were six deserted childrcn , and a lleel'ense waH going 011 . No ilL'itancc 
has been heard of a l egitimate ch ild being abandoned by its parents; nol' have any peri shed 
Lefore discovered. It was Hot considered possible, anti wns \lery selJom attclll pted , for 
pal'ell ts in the labouring classes to lay up n provision for thcil' childrcn i ll C~H;c of thei r 
becoming orphans. They are fi'equelltly supported hy private cOll tribut,ions, and am cduw 
cated. but not supported. by religious orders. I t is not n custom in th is pari sh fur the 
poorer classes to subscribc for the rearing of these ch ildren. 

Neithcr orphans nor illegitima.te children. whose pnrents were known, wcrt! ~uppuscu tt> 
come undc)' t he protection of' the laws providing for deserted chi ldren ; the churchwardens 
use(l to take charge of them when there were church rates j not now j therc arc no fumls, IlOt 

h ithe rto have there been any presentments granted at the assi ... es lor their support. Therc 
are 300 females in the town of Ellniscol'thy supportecl by the lllUl~ of the oruel' of PreS1Jl1-
tation . The reason why descrted children only arc taken care of hy the parish iH, that 
orph ans only wcre taken cart: of by the church warden. Until the closing of the Foundling­
llOspital, all deserted children wt!re sent by the chul'chwarden to Dublin . OVCI'SeC I'R then 
were a ppointed by tbe pnrish to t.."l.k e charge of themj this lasted onc yearj and thetl~ OIL 

the cessation of church rates, all parochiai llrovisions ceased. 
The expense o r deserted children real'ed a.mong the pea.santry, was less than in a fouudl ing~ 

hospi tal, as they were obliged to be~ as soon as they were a few years old. They were 
looked on as the very worst class ortllc community. 

There are no children or the parish supported by the Protestant Orphan Society ; a nd thc 
comparative mortality between those cl1ild1'en sent to the hospital, and those to ll1U'l1C among 
the peasantry, was not known to witulIsscs. Though the habit of' tnkintT charrre of deserted 
children was though t to lead to their desertion, yet legislative iU[erfcl'~uce w~s considcred 
dcsirable. Some local establishments, that would afford a shelter to orpha.ns a.nd tlcscl'te{l 
children, would be considered a great advant~\gc , and would bc much prcicl'red to 1'0-
')l.)cniog the Foundling-hospital in Dublin. 

Persons who allcmlcd the Examination. 

-------- H ev. 'VU.LI AM llm:K )/'JI,l'f , romnn-catholic curnte.-JOrtN nF.nKl?L~Y DEAN E, C3q.- WU.LlAU )t. 

P a r. or Old Ross, FARilIER, csq,_Hev. WILLI A)! FLEN XON._MAItTIN FOWLP.Tl', M . D._Rcv. THOMAS IIAIll\f,\ N. 
ilo$Sl roit, Ci(lIItlwrc 

I .".· ' _ EDWAllD KEOGH, csq., deputy sovcrcifl'n, New ltos.9.- Rev. JAM~ MOItOAN, vicar of St. Mary's. am .l ·.lIm~c"rll'!l' to 

__ 1_1:'1._'_. _1_1<_"_"_'Y_' .__ M i t. BRHN N AN rcmembers but three descrted childrcn with in the la,<; t {(lUI' yC:l I'~ in i.l w 
parish of New R oss ; :lnd he cOlls iJers the h nbit of dCRcrting children on the t1c(~rcasc . It 
tvas not lholwht that ICl"' itimate childrcn wert! ever abandoned by t hei r parents, lIOl' did auy 
exposed infant s perish I~ fol'e they were di i-icUVCI'cd. 'Vitllc~sCS cOll sid ert ~( l it '1uile i ttlf;OS­
:~i ulp. fat' the labou\'ill~ people to Jay by any provision fo r thcir children ~hould they hCCOlUl~ 
(orphans; and though some few h ave a ttcmpted it, yet they are not kll.owtl to hn.ve slIe­
ceeded in any instance that fell undcr the observation or witnesses . 

The laws ror providing for {lescrted children arc considered to apply ouly to dcsortccl 
children under a yea: old, and not to orphans ~ and the limi t ?f provi sinm; ('.11' cadi is 
restricted to 5 l., which formerly were drawn from the Rums rnascd by parochml assess­
mentj but since the change in the law of Vestl'ics, application must be mafic to tht: 
i utl ... ·o of assize by the l)arish overseers, to whose care deserted chi ld ren arc cntl'ltHtec1, amI. 
'wh~ put them out to be nursed by women in t he parish. There i:; no fuundling-hospitnl ill 
t he parish, nor any orphan institution ; neither was it well known t.o t hose examim .. >d what 
hecame of the deserted ch ildren reared in the pari!;h, hut they always llCanl t hat such 
children grew up members of the family in which they had becn rearcd, and believe it t.o 
be so. The expense of rearing deserted children in the parish is greater than it. was to 
send them to the Foundling-hospital: the lattel' plan l'eqwring but 61. altogether, while 5t. 
must be raised annua.lly for the support or those reared m the parish. Althou~h the pruc­
t ice of tnking charge of deserted cliildren at all seems to favour dcsertion of them, !lnd 
thou rTh the system or deserting had in some degree diminished s ince the closing of the 
'Pc,U\;='tllinlT-hospital in Dublin, still the witncsses considered that the general opiniol1 of the 
parish wa~ ill f,WOUI' of the F oundlillg-hospital. 

PerS01/S WllO attended tlie E:raminatio71. 

------- Rev. JOHN CnAILTn~.-Mr. WILLLUl G 0 0D150lf, farmer.-Mr. 'rn O,UM Sl'AllllOW, farJUcr.-
.Par . TCIII}I!cs{, (/Ij- Mr. EDWAR.D W'ERSnn, fo,rmer and miller. 

~tlll. 

TO E sysU>m of d eserting children is decreo.sing in this parish, and there is no t k~o,~n 
nn instance of a lCrTitimnte child being abandoned by its parents. Two cases occurred Nltll1n 

---- --- the la:st five years ~f deserted cllildren having perished before they were di::lcovcred. 
Tlw 
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The present wa~es of the labouring classes would not enable them to lay by any support. 
for tl1eir orphan cilildren. nnd though some few attempted it, they ulways failed . Deserted 
chi ldren are not put to nurse by the churchwarden; the parish overseers arc tbe proper 
officers; but of late they b3ve not been appointed by the t'estries. The children were 
always given to women residing in the parish, to be nursed, but there does not appear to 
have been any parochial inspection by the officers. 

In th is pansh there is neither foundling-hospital nor orphan asylum. 

PerSOllS who attended the Examination. 

Mr. JoUl, BUKE.- Wn,LI.ur GLASSC01', esq.-JOIIl~ ROSSITER, fa rmer.-JOHN USBlUt, ('sq. 

AppErlll ix (A.) 

D£S!:un! D AXD 

O'R.I'IfA :S­

CU I LflIlCX . 

Lel1uter, 
County \V exford . 

Par. Wltiw;lrurclt­
Tintuli. 

Bar. Shdhormu. 
TBB system of deserting children seems to be on the decrease~ at least there has been 

less heard about them since the closing of the national h ospital. The witnesses did nnt 
believe .that legi ti~ate children we.re .eTer exposed Dnd deserted,; bu.t they conside.r th~t i t is ______ .: 
totally Impossible, 10 the great maJonty of cases, for the' labounng classes to provlde, In any 
tolerable way, f01" their children, in case of their becoming orphans: in the cases, however, in 
which orphans were left totally destitute, there was found no difficulty in raising a COD-

t ribution for them in the p:l.rlsh. The laws providing for neserted cbildren are variously 
interpreted, and not clearly understood; and, owing to some informality, the presentments 
h itherto made have always been rejected. The churchwardens used to take charge of de-
j;erted children j since the changc in the laws regarding parochial assessments, he has ceased 
to have any power ofinterferiug. 

"Vith regard to the comparative conduct, in after life, of deserted children reared in 
public institutions an~ those nursed an~ rearetl in. the parish, witnes.ses h a\'e. h~d ~ut ~ew 
mstances for observatIon; yet they consider that chIldren brought up m a publtc msbtutlOn 
nre less useful, and certainly not more moral m embers oflthe community, neitller are they as 
robust and healthful. Those deserted children~ reared up among the peasantry, are seldom 
driven to beg, but in th is district they become, as it were, a pad of the family in which 
they were reared j nevertheless, it was in general conRidered advisable that some provision 
"heuld be made fol' them. 

PeT-sons who ha1Jt attended the Eraminaliofl. 

PaTRICK M'DBRMOTT, f:lrmer._ M. GUtooHY, wea"CI'.-SOHN fINN, tailor.-Jon, lhartlt, 
carpenter.- CONNOn. H OGAlf, a retired shopkeeper.--JoHN H XNRS. corn denJer, nnd occupier of 
!lOO ncres,-JoHH HYNES, junior, fllrmeT.- P ATRlCS: ~onToN, scrjctlnt of police._ PETEu 
O·Lou~I.lN, Jabourer.-THA..DDEUS SAl.ltOY, fnrOl er.- TlIO;U.\.S SCANL,\~, fo.rmer.-\VILLIAM 
SCllla.AN, scJloolmarter. 

AT the time of visiting the parish there was not a ehi ld in it supported as a deserted child, 
nor hall n case of desertion occurred during the eight years previous. If a case were to 
occu r it "'ould be met by the parish priest, who would coUect penny 01' twopenny subscrip­
tions from his congregation, for the purpose of paying for n nurse . Though the law autho­
rizes the ,'cstry to lll :l.k e a provision for such a necessity, it would not bo done here, as 
there is neither church nor resident clergyman in eitber of tIl e parishes. Mr. Hynes 
obsen'ed, that it was only necessary that thc father of a family among the labou ring classes 
should die, in order that his children sbould be reduced to a state of destit ution fully equal 
to that of an infant deserted by its parents ; , so much 80, tha t children whose mothers alone 
survive, are always con sidered and styled orphans. Their parents neither can nor do, save 
anything for them in case of their deatlls; and after that they are dependent, even for 
shelter, on the commiseration of their neighbours. The chums of relationship Ilre not 
very generally allowed in the case of orphans; .. and it happens," sald M'Dermott" .. that 
such children are taken in nearly as often by strangers as by their own blood." Sometimes 
a child is taken under the roof of a peasant who is too poor to gi ve him any food, and in 
such circumstances he is compelled to beg. A l ittle boy' of eight years' old, whom the 
Assistant Commissioners mel on the rand carrying n bag containing a. few small potatoes, 
said that his father and mother were dead, and that he and his two sisters, younger than 
himself, were living with a poor man in the next -parish. and that he was obliged each da.y 
to go about collectIDE potatoes for himself and hl9 sisters; and if he did. not get enough. 
the poor people of die bouse could hardly s pare them anything, and they were sometimes 
wilhgut ,0. men,l in consequence. There were none supported by any religious orders. nor 
by private subscriptions. It was the general opinion that the laws do not lloint out in any 
way. a mode of maintaining orphans. There 'lVere no presentments fat· them nt the assizes, 
nor for deserted children ; and as there was no church in the parish, there were, conse­
quently, no churchwardens. The law specifies that a cess shall be leviet! only for deserted 
children i If but," observed ODe of the witnesses, .. it is all the same, as neither the one 
nor the other are provided for here," The Protestant Orphan Society does not support any 
ch ildren belonging to tht!se parishes. 

0 .6 . D 2 

liiUJlJiCl", 
County Cln:'c. 

E Umillllliuni tll\;CIl bJ 
P. F. ] ohnstonc,Esq. 
E. B.l'l l)lIor . u1(j. 

Par. Abtcy nnd 
Ouglltmollagh. 
Bar. Burrell. 
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DE.lIEll'fED AND 
OltJ'lIAN 

CIIILDllEN. 

Mll n!'ltl', 

C()unty Clare, 

EUmll1aliolU tllken by 
p, }'. J011111101l<:, caq. 
E . ll. 1'>JnI1I1Y. E~. 

Pnrhh Kild!Jsm·t. 
Dnr. Clcmdcrnlt1.w. 

Persons who attended tlle lliamination. 

JAMES BOURKE, bnl~er.-M. CAHILL, n small farmer, wit h about ninc aCI'cs,-·,ToJiN CA'nlUG 

Inbourer.- ANTJloNY Cunny, proccss-!::ervcr.-Rcv. MICIlA)::I. DYNON, roman-catholic curate of 
1{ i1dysart._ The nev, ~11CIIAEL FIT7.GJ:1LALD, protcstant rector of Kiltlysllrt._DI'. G),A llY, dis_ 
pcnsnry physici;m.-TDIO'l'u\" GORltAN, a small form er, wilh about 1'2 acrcs.-D'·:NSJ!4 IlU JtI.\'~ 

shopkecper.- ·JoIIN KINNAllAN, Inbourcr,-PAT1UCI~ M'C,IlIJ.:, wcover.-MAILK M'~1"1I0N, 
grocel' i ll the vi!]nge of Kihlysart.-:rvIr. M'NAMAllto., postmaster, anti extensive (IlrnlCr.-P"·I'IUCK 
M'.t\fAIION", fhrmer, steward to Bindon Scott, csq.-]\'lU:IIAlU. l\!vlmli, a small pulJlic:m und 
lobourer.-*MJCIIAnL O'flRlEN, lalJollrer.-JA).tI'~'1 O·D.:A, bl"Okcr in th e vilbgc.-DANII,r. 
O'GRADY, esq., no ex tensive gentleman farmcr.-l\hCIIAF.I. ()·SIl.-I.UC ~NII_"!W. victua ller. - lIm. ltY 
Hoss LJ::wn:, esq., J. p.-Serjeant Sco1"r, police serjeunt._Tbc llev. 1'. Sm:v. II Y, l'olll:lIl-calholic 
rl'ctor of KildYSDrt. 

TnenE has not been n chi ld deserted in the pa.rish for t.he last nin e yean;. 

Persons who attended the Erami7lation. 

------- AliDlt1;W CLA.llCY, fllrmer with 100 ncres.-Dr. COS'fELLO E, of the tlispcnsnry.-Rev. ANDnEW" 
I'nrisll ](ijjhrb0!l. DAVO!l.Alo.', protestan t l·cctol'.-MJcn .... EJ. lIF.JIHt, innkeeper. -Jom. K LUI'P., a farmCI' of t;evcn 
includiog town of 
J.lilloum llJalhay. Qcrcs.-i\'hTIIH.S K&.tRllT, nn extensive farmer.-Rev. P. l\'I'GuA:N E, rom:m-cnth ol ic eurnte._ 
Dar. IbrickQ.lI('. J OliN MAGUIRE, blocksmitll._D"NI£J. M'KNIGJlT, weaver._TnOMAS MOI.ONY, blncksmith.-F. G. 

MonoNV, esq., J. 1'.- 1\·lr. MOIlONY, postmaster.-M"lcIlAEL MUIlllOUCJI, former of II ncl'cs._ 
PA'J'lUClt MURIlOUGII, lund surveyor, nnd n farmer holding 1 0 ncres.-JoHN OWE:NS, groccr. 

Trm parish did nor support nny d escrted child at that time; and the re IHl.Ve been but 
thr~c foundling!! in it during the last 10 years, all of whom have becn supported by 
subscriptions made at the catholic chapek' 

As to the question of t he possibility of the members of the working classes being ahle to 
provide for their orphans after their death, Mr. M'Guana observed, that when the filthcr of 
of a fami.ly di es llTnongst the labouring clas..<;es , it does not occur ollee in 10 times that he 
leaves any, evcn the least, provision fOl" his child rcn. His POOl' widow conti nu es to muint:lin 
thcm ill th e precariolls mod e wh ich has been described in speaking of that class of the des­
titutc; and whil st she lives , it rarely occurs thnt any of them n.re taken in ciHlI"s:e by their 
l"cial.ions un ti l th ey nre able to give some return for their maintenaHce. Looklll.L: to the 
mcans of" sustcnance alone, it may be said that it would he oftell beller for n ch ild that both 
his Earcnts had <licu at the same Lime, for the charity of t hose who knew iL'S parcll tf; wouhl 
be tlen more excited at lhe !li~ht of il s destitution, and the chances would he gl'ca tel' that 
some of tl1em would I'cceive them in to their hOMe.-(M 1" . !Jf/J/olllj .)--1 1\ ract, :lH ll'erc nrc not 
nny religious orders among the catholics to m;si 'lt in the maintenance of ol'phau~, allu ns the 
Proteslant Orphan Society has never extended its charities to this parish, M there are no 
subscriptions among th e nch or poor for the purpose j nnd as th cJ!\w in no manner provi(lcs 
nny k ind of :lsylum for them, the existence of young childrcn whose parents havc <.lieu is 
nbsolutely dependent upon whether or not some per SOIl will be willing to open hil'; tloors to 
them; nnd theil' support, as that of other c1as~es of the des titute. \lrncti~ally ami n\togclher 
clevolves on t he pOOl'est orders of the commul1Ity, . 

There are no presentments ever obtained at the assizes for their f:lUppi::nt. In the im;tnnce 
of the last child th at was deserted, no application wa.s made to thc churchwardens. The 
cath olic clergyman undertook the charge of it. and jts cxpenses wen~ dcrrl.lyed byeollt:ctions 
mnde amongst his congregation . . 

The law requires that an assessment should be made for deserted children; but i t is silent 
with regard to orphans. It would be the duty. of the churchwarden to put the child out to 
nurse, i C applied to for the purpo~e. Such children generally remain with t.h eir fosler nurse8 
llOtil able to cam theil' own bl'cad, but th ere is no tlpprenlIee funu for them. It was mucb 
desired by all parties that the assessment for their mamtenance should cease to be levieu by 
the vestry, or through t he instrumental ity or the churchwardens; for the greatest opposition 
llns been manifested to thi.! rate by the majority of small farmers, who, only rccollcctilw that 
it is n ehul'ch rnte, d o nol sufficiently atlend to the unexceptionable purposes for which it is 
intended . 

~ These three men have no land attached to their cnbins; they take" mock ground," (con.acre) for 
which they I,ay (rom 51. t o 81., Qccording tG the quality of lbe land. 
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Per~orls wllO attended IIle Eramination. 

'Rev. MI CHAEL CO~fYli, TOlUlln· catholic rectof"._Rev. DANIEL CURtly, roman-catholic curate.­
SIMON CUnRY, nnilor.- J OHN CURTIL, cottier, holding two ncres.- JOJl)' D.uy, able-bodied 
beggarmllll._ MAltY FU;lf, widow, lately uisposseSicd of her hokling._G£ORGE FITZGERALD, esq. 
gentleman farmer._ TlIOMAS FOLEY, small fnrmc r.-TiloMA S HEALY, beggnrman._PATRICK 
HEHIR, large farmer and shopkeeper._P ATItlCK KENNEDY, small fnrmer. _ WILLI .ur M'OONN£LL, 
labourer.-Josnu.'I. M'E:-:r.nNY, middling farmer.-JA MES i\l'MAIION, labourer.-Rev. Mr. MUll­

n.\Y, protestant curnte.-Dr. RYALL, dispensary physician.-TlloMAS STUDDERT, esq., J. P.­
PATRICK SHILLAG U, middling farmer.-CnOFTON MoonE V,nOD.tL!l.VR, csq .. :1. p.-And :1everal 
others, farmers, tradesmen and labourers. 

'l'HER'E is no foundling supported by the parish j one child, however, left in the parish 
some t ime ago, is taken care of by a poor man, who is repaid by collections made at the 
chapel, and this has been the only deserted child for the last Reven years. the parish, thouo-h 
poor, always bearing a high moral character. The child was known to be illegitimate, a~d 
was supposed to have been brought from Kilrush. It was considered impossible for a man, 
if be had two or three in family, In the present low stale of wages, to lay by a provision for 
bis children if orpbans . There are no presentments obtained for foundlmgs ; but it seemed 
advisable to the ~'entlelllcn present, that in future any s um I'equired for the maintenance of 
.a deserted child should be levied on the parish. as part of th e baronial cess. This would do 
away wi th the difficulty which at present exists of making an aSSeSSIDl!nt for such charges at 
vestry, a mode not l ik ed by the pcople, who conceive such a tax a remnant of the church 
cess. 

The ch ild deserted in this parish was put out to nurse by the parish priest. 
This parish forms a union in the protestant church with K ilrush and several other 

.parishes j tllC church"'ardens are, therefore. appointed at the vestry of Kilrush to preside 
over alllhe parishes, and no overseers of foundl ings have ever been appointed at any time. 

There is no apprentice fu nd here. And the child before mentioned \"9as visited by 
the Assistant Commissioners, nnd it was found that the people in whose care it was showed 
.great affection for it, although the sum collected for their remuneration was exceerlin~ly 
small, not exceedine-!2l. per annum. The child was he:\lthy and strong ; and the paflsh 
priest takes much interest in its welfare. Of the effect of n foundling-llOspital, the Rev. 
Mr. Murray, says, •. A foundling-hospital seems, in my opinion, always to have acted as an 
encouragement to the exposure of children. It is very rare to hear of their being deserted 
in th is part of the country. Kil rush is the only exception to my observation, and that is 
a. large and flourishin~ town j and I ca.nnot help thinking if a foundling-hospital were insti­
tuted, the crime woula observably increase in one year." 

Persolls who attended the Examination. 

Appendi~ (A.) 

DUERTED A ND 

On I'll J\ 'X 

CaILDRES. 

I'rJUllS/~. 
Count)· Clnre. 

E~Oll)inll1itln' I:o.hn by 
P . r. Jub"llone, E~q. 
E: D.I\]ollol' . }: sq. 

Parish K iifaagh, 
ViI:agE! of K il/;u , 

Bar. :.loyarla. 

;IdlE! BUllKE, small shopkeeper._pJ\T COtllt.?"1:Eloi', weaver.~MAnY COVnlfEElJ, his 'wife, employed ------­
to nurse a deserted child._PAT CUIl.TIS. flU'mer or three and a half aCres._PAT DOOLA"N. a resi- Parish K lilaloe. 
<lent bcggar. - MlcIIAEL EDWARDS, rarmer of 10 ncres.- JOllN GILMOn-!, innkeeper. -PAT Bar. Till/a . 
HUlln, n meudicant._PAT M'DoN'NELL, Inbourer.-Coptnin Martia. :1. P.-JUDY" MUOA.llAN, 8 --____ _ 
town bcggar.- Mr. O·BRIEN.- ___ PARK l!.R.. eliq. n bnrristcl', li ving in the parisb. -Dr. Pun.-
DON'. dispensary surgeon.-!\·IICHAEL !tVA'N, shoemnker.-Rc,·. Mr. SCA:NLAN. roman-catholic 
curllte.-WIDow SLAT"I'£ltY.-Rev. Mr. ST. GEO&GE, protestant curate.-Rcv. Mr. VAUGflA.N, 
romao-catholic priest. 

AT 'present there are three deserted child ren in the parish j and one in the year will form 
about lhe average; they nrc all considered to be illegitimate, and 'from the high moral 
character the parish has always maintained, it is not conceived that any woman could be so 
devoid of principle as to expose bel' chi ld born in wedlock. Some or the mothers have been 
traced by the 'exertions of the parishioner!;. which has had the effect of check ina the practice. 
No in:Stallce is known of the chi ld perishing before discovery . It was thouiht impossible 
for parents among the labouring classes to sa ve for their children in case or th ei r becoming 
orphans.. Mr. Martin recollects only ooe instance of a. labourer saving ; he was a servant 
boy to hIS father, and received 8 d. a day; he married early, and as soon as he fiad one or 
tw? child~en, his condition was obsen'ed to be just as wretched as that of other labourers. 
-It IS conSIdered that the pari sh is obliaed to .provide fo r foundlings; out as the law merely 

_ ·says, that when a c.hild is f9un.d, .it sh~ll be lawful to levy 5l. for it, much doubt has arisen 
as to whether the sum can be conLinued for more than one year: - The churchwardens take 
.care of children while they are under 1'2 months old . The parish does not provide for 
!lrphans, because the law does not require it. 1'he thr~e deserted childrc:n in tbis pal:ish are 
·10 charge of the chu rchwarden, and by him sent out to nurse; but further than the eXlst~nce, 
and ilie Ilame of the nurse, the churchwarden confessed that he knew nothing about them. 
The sum designed for the support of the children has been levied on the parish by n. vote of 
.the vestry, and as it fo rms the only remnAnt of the church cess, a most decided repugnance 

·0·5· D 3 has 
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I1JunstN", 
Count}' Clare. 

has been evinced to the collection of it, and it is supposed that it will not be possible to 
obtain it next year. The Rev. Mr. Vaughan states, that there are three objections to it Ott 
the part of the people: first, that sufficient \'igilance has not been used to discover the 
crullty parties j second, that too much is :illowed for the collection of the money; third, the 
~upport gi ven acts as an encouragement to the crime. There is no apprentice fund for found­
liug;s, but when they grow up they take to different occupations . 'fhe Assistant Commis­

ful1min~t iOll~ Ink.:!n by sioners ,·jsited one of the children, :md found the woman who had it in charge fondling it 
P. F. Johmtone, Esq. in her arms . The little orphan looked "ery healthy, and from its apparent atfection to its 
E. B.Molloy. Etcl· nurse, seemed to have met kindly treatment. The woman said she had weaned her own 
Parish Killa.fo~. child at nine months to nurse it ; and added, she would never wish to part with it, though 

she h3.d not for a Iona- time recei.ed what was due to her for nursing it. She did not __ l_l_"_',_T_'_'I_la_, __ express any disinclination to continue bearing her gratuitous burthen. It is very generally 
wished that some more certain and ready way of collecting the funds for their support 
should be introduced. The churchwardens feel this part of their duty palticularly onerous, 
and the cause of much ill will. Mr. Parker suge-ests that they should form part of the 
presentments at assizes. and be levied on the barony. 

Parish Kiimana­
flUll . 

D3.r. Curcomrol!. 

Persons ~cllo atteuded the Examination. 

AUSTI~ CARaJG, one of the late enumerators under the Conlmission for the Public Instruction._ 
Tuo)lAS Cl1RRA... .... dyer 3.nd pnwnbrokcr.-JAlIl~ D.uy, apothecary and innkeeper._ LAwRE"!'CE 
DOIlEnTY, lobourer.- Jonx Do~oGntr£, n cottier, holding five acres.- Doctor FINUCAN E, d is~ 
peO!nry surgcon.--JoH5 HIGGI~S. labourer.-JAM: ES KEANE, former of l'1 ncres.- THoM .... S 

L¥SAGlIT, labout'cr.-AtTSTI~ M'CARTHY, a cottier holding two acres.- Rev. lvIr. rvI'N,ULY, P. 1" 

-P:\.TIUCK M'N AlIAllA., l'I'eaver._ l\Jr. M..u.oXE, farmer of nine acres, and tithe collector._ JollN 
l\1,\l.oxc, n cottier holding four 3cres.- JoltX l\fORlSSY, lveaver.-JAMES MULQUE.V'r", farmer of ' 
five ncres.-JollN O'nEILLT~ publican and fanner.-PATRICK QUINN, bnker.-Widow ROUltKE, 

widmvof a carpenter, supporting four orphans._l\IA'l"I'Bus Tun,..E, shopkeepel'.- Rev. Arch­
denn WIllTTY, protestant re-ctor, and justice of the peoce.-l\:IechaniC:l. lobourers and others, ' 
besides the above, were examined hy the Assistant Commissioners. 

ACCORDING to Archdeacon \V'hitty, there had not been more than 12 deserted children 
found in that and the nei~hbouring parish within the last tllre.e years j three of these were 
then supported by the parISh , and they appeared to the Assistant Commissioners to be in 
vcry good llealtb, and well taken care of by thos~ to whose chargc' they had been entrusted 
by the churcln ... ardens. As to whether tIle desertion of infants had increased or not, all the 
\\:itncsses who were examined expressed themselves satisfied that the crime, owing to t he 
activity of the late roman-catholic clergyman of the parish. had of late years much dimi­
nished. A very great number also of those with Wl1001 the Assistant Comlllissioners con­
versed, attributed the reduced number of foundlings to the closing of the FO'undling-hospitnl: 
and it was stated that no iustance had 'been known there of deserted children peri shing 
before they hod been discovered. As to whether it was possible fOI' the labourer to make 
any provision for his children in the event of their becoming orphans, it is only necessary 
to refer to the rate of wages (8 d. a day) in that district, to be convinced that no such 
attempt has ever been made. Severallahourers were even aILxious to know whether it \Vas 

!IITmi71f'1. the Assistant Commissioners were, in asking such, in their opinion, an absurd 
questi~n. There are no orph:m children supported there by private contributions, nol' by 
any rEligious orders. nor by subscripti on of a penny a week among the poorer classes. The 
reason why deserted children alone are provided by the parish is, that the law is silent ns 
to the support of orphans, whose condition, in one or two instances at Ennistymon, \ms 
wrctched in the extreme, and could not be surpassed in extent of misery and neglect by 
that of die generality. of deserted children. As was before stated, those children when dis­
covered are put out to nurse by the churchwardens, and are taken care of by some poor 
people in the parish, whose conduct deserves great praise for their kindnes's and attention 
to them . . About 51. per annum is allOtved for tbe expenditure of each child. An assessment 
was levied by the foundling officers (person!': who are not remunerated for their trouble, and 
incur much odium) upon all the inhabitants of the parish. From a feeling that this tax, 
in consequence of being laid on by the vestry, is cOlUlccted with church cess, which was 
universally believed to have been abolished. there has been for some time a disinclination 
man~fested to,~ards its co.llection j and latterly. from the impossibility of realizing the sum 
reqmred for thIS purpose m the usual way, one or two benevolent persons have beeu obliged 
to advance the requisite SUDl until the ensuing assizes. when an application would be made 
to the grand jury to ascertain the course the parochial officers were to pursue with reaard 
to levying the foundling charges. There is no hospital now to which foundlings co.:: be 
sent from that district j but it was hoped that the children would tum out wellJ~from the 
attention which has been paid by Archdeacon Whitty to their education j and it was the 
reverend gentleman's own opinion that these children are altop;ether much better taken cnre 
of in the present manner than they would be immured withm the walls ofthe Foundling­
hospital. where be had every reason to belie\'e they were most shamefully neulected. 
There were no children there supported by the Protestant Orphan Society. It was the gcne-
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rat opinion that some ~\lteration was a,?solutely neces~ary in the mode, of ~onecting the 
money io defray the expense of supportmg the ~oundhng~; nnd many mu:lhgent . persons 
in that llart of the country saw no reason why this tax mIght not be be levied easily toge­
ther wit 1 the othel' baronial charges . 

P el'sons tvllO attended tlte E .r:aminati.oll. 

Rev. J. H .\STtNGS ALLEN, protestan t curate of Corofin.-AusTEN CURTEN, cnrpen tcr.- --­
DAns, weaver.-GEOllGE DIXON, furmer and tithe collector.-MlcIUEL EOAN, carpenter.­
Jail); E lIIERSON, sIRter.- G£ORGE FiTZPATRICK, innl,eeper.-THr FI'tZGEtlALD. publicnn.­
WTLLlIIM FlTZGERALD, esq., J . r.-MICIU EL H.U.LORAN, lnbourer.- -- H ollIn, weaver. 

-JOHN HICKEY, postmaster, and farmer of 15 ncres.-GEORGE H OGAN, luh ourer.-TBr HOGAN, 

fnrmer .-CUARLES M'NAMAltA, farmer of e ight Rcres.-Tno~[,\,s iVl'MAnoN, lubourcL'.- -­
MARTIN, weaver.- M"ICHI\EL MOnU,nTY, farmer, holding 15 acres.-J A;\[XS NOLAN', farmer.­
.JOHN RENNY, shopkecper.- Rcv. Mr. WALSll, ' romnn·catholic rectoI'. 

THERE are at present no deserted children in this parish ; thcl'e had been two, who died, 
supported altogetllCr?y ~ollcctions made at the romau-catholic chapel Chi~d des~rtion has 
certainly decreased wJthm th~ last 1 0 years: no case ever occurred of a clul~ dy~g.before 
disco\'ery. It appeared to WltnesS,e~, that t~e p~esent ,rate of wages. made It.qUlte Impos­
sible for a labourer to make a proVlslon for Ius children m case of theIr becommg orphans. 
TIle rate of wages given by farmers is 6d. a day to the regularly employed, and 8 d. to those 
who hire occasionally, including diet. The gentlemen usually allow their labourers 8 d. 
a day without diet. Overseers of foundlings were in tbe habit of putting deserted children 
out to nurse amons the peasantry, usually with those wbo resided in the parish. There is 
no found ling-hospItal in the parish. I t was t.hought advisable by several gentlemen to 
make aD alteration with respect to the power of assessing parishes for the maintenance of 
deserted children j some recommended the passing of an Act of Parliament, whereby the 
sum required fOI' the maintenance of deserted children might be levied, together with the 
other barony charges. 

Persons who attended the Examination. 

DESERTED A::O; D 
O!(Pll..l~' 

ClnLDRt.!>'". 

.Mulls/er, 
County Clare. 

Euminatiolll la1:en by 
P. Y. J oluulunc. Esq. 
E. D, !\JoU"y, Eliq. 

Parish [{illllJboy. 

Bar. I IlCliiqllili. 

J.UJES BRASU., fnrmer, holding sevea acres.-TnoMAs C.\ltlLOLl., labourer. - Rev. l\lr. COFFEY, ------­

roman-catholic cu:ntc.-~f. COLLON, wcaver.-Majol· CREAc:;.H, J . P.-MARY FITZGEItALD, a 
bcggarll'oman.- Dr. FRAZER, dispensary surgeon.-Widow GRIFFEY, widow of n labourer.­
Mr. HACX.NEY, steward to Sir A. Fitzgerald.- MAnTIN HALP1S, labourer, occasionnIly employed.­
lfARY HALFl", his wife, always begging in Newmarket.-:MlcwAEL KEOGH and JA1trES GEA.MN, 

smnJl farmers, bolding about 12 acres each.-Rev. Mr. M'CULLAGIf, rcctor.-JOHY M'NAMARA, 
labourer.-JOIIN MOLONY, clerk of the petty sessions.-":"RlcHARD MOLONEY, a decayed shoe­
l;laker._I·b .• "'fllY O'BRIEN, esq. - LuCIUS O'BRIEN, esq., late M. P. for the county of Clate.­
Rc\'. Mr. O'DRIEN, romnn·cntholic curate.-PATIUClr SnlELDS, curp~ntcr. 

THERn are no foundlings supported by publi.c contributions or cess in the four parishes . 
.!Ill". M'Cullagh could not recollect whether any children had been deserted or not in 'the 
parish of Tomfinloe within the last J 1 years j but be it as it may, they have not had p!l.l'O ~ 
chial assistance, for there was not a vestry held there during that period. For the last three 
years there he.£> been but one child deserted, and that was supported for about a year by 
private contributions, and t11en it was proposed to send it to the Foundling-hospital; bllt 
when this intention renched the ears of the ruothCl', her dormant affeotions were awakened; 
she claimed the child, and received it. As to whether they perish before they are dis-
covered, &fe page I 

There arc no monastic or religious establishments in either of these parishes. The ques­
tion as to the construction Imt upon the laws fOl' providing for desel'ted children has never 
been ascertained, as a provision for them was never proposed here, othenvise than by private 
charity. In the few instances that have occurred, the churchwardens have not ta.kenchargc 
of the children. . 

Pcrsuns who attended tLe EXlJmhmtion. 

Mr. ADR4l:lAM Anti., officer of henlth.-Mr. M1ClJAEL JOSEI'H B.uuw.-Rev. CHARLES H. LULti, 

rector.- Mr. GEORGB LoVE, overseer of the parish; appointed by the officers of health. 

Parisi.Jes of Tot'!fiIl ' 
loe, Kilt/fUlIUagll, 

KilmalellTJ and 
Drum/ille. 

l 'o\'I'n NC7J:lntl rf.-d· 
on-Fergus. 

Bar. Bum·atty. 

County Cork. 

E n lllinmliorls laktu by 

C Thoma! Mllrlin, Esq. 
. H.IL~RBN that ate deserted are supposed, in almost all cases, to be illegitimate. No John u [gr, 1'.,,\. 
lDStance IS known of their perishing before they were discovered. . 
, The parish is supposed to be bound to provide for every child of this description uotil it ParishI!lIig T,·illily. 
lS receIVed. into the Foundling-hospital. The churchwarden invariably takes chargc of or Clm# C/lI/rcll . 
deserted children. . . City of Cor~·. 

0·5· D 4 The _____ _ 
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DESERTED "-N D 
OnPIUN 

CIIlLDll£X. 

NUl/ stu, 
County Cork. 

I'J/Irt1inat ion~ tII.ken by 
Thomas MaTlin, E~:r­
J ohn Lalor, F.-q. 

Pari!.b HolyTrinit!/, 
or Ghrist Church. 

City of Cork. 

Pnr. I.1I1is/u:nnon. 
Dar. Kil/n .. lea. 

APPENDIX to FIRST REPORT from th' COMMISS IONERSjorinqujrillg 

The number of foundlinlTs. from Eas ter 1831 to Easter 1832, -
- Q 1832 - 1833, 

was 30 
27 
21 
8 

1833 1R34, 
1834 Sept. 16, 

The reason of the decrease appears to be, that n lesser number have been sent in from the 
country than there wen~ formerly. 

It is on ly at Easter th at children are received into the hospital. The sums assessed at 
vestry for the support of the children. previously to their being received into t he hospi tal, 
were-

£ . 1 00 
20, there being a balance in hand . 
65, of which 201. went to make up a defi- · 

ciency of last year. 

Ench child is aj\'en to the parish nurse, and as soon as possible afterwards to a wet nurse 
in the country. ~he salary of the parish nurse is 5$. per week, 3$. 6d. of whicb is paid out 
of the fu nd above mentioned, and I S. 6(1. out of the money collected at the church on 
Sundays. Formerly n certain sum \vas got for each child, but this wns found to produce 
bad effects . 

The salary of the wet nurse is 15 S. per quarter; and the medical attendant 10 1. per 
nnnum . 

The ch ildren are placed out to nurse by the churchwardens till the time of receiving 
them into the hospital. 

The nurse in the country Sh O"'5 the child or children to the churchwardens once a quar­
t er. I n general , these nurses feel the strongest affection for the children in their char~e ; 
a.nd instances bave been known of their keeping the children, so entrusted to them, alto­
gether. The Foundlil1~-hospital, which receives children at Easter, is the only one to 
which children deserted In the parish can be sent. • 

The general character of those who have come out of the Foundlin~-hos pital has not been 
by any means good. The general impression appeared to be, tllat til e 'Poundling-JlOsp ital 
is much mismanaged. It is ascertained that most of the females who came from it become 
prostitutes. There are a few of the children supported by the Protestant Orphan Society. 
placed with fami lies. The present prol'ision appelrs to be qui te sufficicnt, although the 
mode of management may be in some degree objectionable. 

P ersons who attended tilt Examination. 

Mr. P,\TRJCK" J. A NNUL, baker._BENJAMIN DELL1.W, labourer._ Mr. DAVID BUTLER. farmer of 
75 acres.-Mr. D. CALLAGnAN, f.'1rme r of !l6 acrcs.-Rev. Mr. FI ELD, protestan t priest of 
Leffinneyand Knurkairly, barony of Innishannon.-Mr. J EREMIAH HURLEY, fanner of 47 ncres. 
-Mr. Joa N L EARY, in nkeeper._ l't'£r. THO:'US L E.-I. R " foundling overseer._D. l\1'MARTRv, 
labourer, formerly farmer and overseer of the pnrish.- Mr. EUGENE M !CAllTHr.- l\1r. JOHN­
STON!:: MACKINTOS U, clerk of the petty sessions.-Re\'. TUOlJAS l\f EADE, rcctor.-llev. WILLIAM· 
MORE, Crosthwaite, curate.-WILLUlJ NEAr. , labourer. 

IT appears that the same mode of providing for foundlings which prevails at Bandon has 
been adopted here.-(See Evidence ofPnrishes ofKilbrogan and Ballymoodan.) Only one 
child however has been sent to Cork by Mrs. Clarke this y.ear, and there Wa.'1110 foundling 
in the parish last year. 

Persons who attended the ExamiTlal ion. 

_ ______ JOHN" BASSETT, weaver. - Mr. THOMAS BULLEN, farmer holding 57 acres. - Mr. ROBERT CLARK, 
1'lIri"h Kil6rogan 
amI n.111!JT!/ondan. 
'Bar. Kjl!(/ITllrIIl(//. 

farm er.- 'Mrs. Rl'.lI £CCA CLARKE, employed to take foundlings to Cork.-Mr. nOBlmT EDWARD~, 
tobacconist.- Mr. M:ICHAEL FALVEY, churchwarden of 1833.-Mr. JOliN FAWCITT, shopkeeper, 
churclnvnrden of Bnllymoodan in 1833.-TllOMAs HAWARD, weaver.-Mr. WILLIAM: HORNEY. 
BROOK, farmer.-Rcv. WILLIAM" HuxTlm, minister of tbe presbyterial] congregations.-Rev. 
ARTHOR KNO.x, vicar of Ballymoodan.-JoHN LINDSAY, welll·cr.- Mr. RICllA.RD JAMES LONG, 
churclnl'arden of Kilbrogan for the present year.- Rev. DANIl:L M'SWUNEY, roman-catholic 
rector.-Rev. HORAcE T. NEW1aI:AN', rector of Kilbrogan.-RoBEnT PHILIl'S, wenver,- COll.YELIUS 
QUILLlNAN, lnbourer.-Mr. GEORGE STANLE.Y, farmer holding 175 acres_Mr. TUOMAS TANNER., 
farmer.-Mr. STE\u,nT .TnESSlLIAN, churchwarden of the present year. 

A M osT e:.ttraordinary mode of providing for foundlings bas been adopted for some years 
in the parishes of Bnllymoodan and Kilbrogan. Formerly, when the fund s of the Cod, 
Foundh ng-bospital were very considerable, there was no objection to reccivinlT children 
from different parts of the country. . E very cbild which was exposed in Bandon \~a:a in con­
sequence sent to Cork , and the woman who brought it generally took a letter to the church.:. 

CD waiden 
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w~rd~n .of s?me parish there~ who sent !he ch ild to tl~c hospital. When, in cons~qlle nce of 
the dlmmutlon of the funds m the hospital, a regu lation was made that no foundhno- should 
be received but tho~e of Cork and th e liberties. the parochial authorities of Banodon had 
recourse to tbe following expedient to save their parishes from th e burden of supporti n<r the 
foundlings. Each child, as soon as possible a fter being discovered, was g iven in charge'" to a 
woman named Hebccca Clarke, who was ll nderstood to take it to Cork and get it il1to the 
hospital; she received l OS. for each child. It appears tbat this system continues st ill. 
.l\tJrs. Clarke on being examined stated, that her mode of getting a child into the ho!>pital is 
to expose it in Cork; am~ this she alway!> 00:;5, either at the I?ate of the ho~pi t.al 01' ~n s~n~e 
gentleman'!> haH ; .t1I~ Cl111d of course then becomes a foundl~ng of the pans~l In whl~h ~t IS 

thus exposed, und It IS sen t .by the chmchwarden of that parish to the hospital. "Vltlun a 
fortnight from the present lime, ~d October 18.34, Mrs. Clarke has exposed a child il1 t hig 
way; she says that although she hos been gOlllg on thus for years, a length of time, she 
was but once detected, and then she could not be punished, as she was not caught in the 
fact. 

Thilf account of the way in which the children were disposed of after they left Bandon, 
rests on the authority of :M rs. Clarke alone. The found ling overseers knew or know 1I0thina 
more than tbat she got the children ?-nd was paid. The witnesses, however, gave her a goo~ 
character, and she herself speaks With the greatest apparent caoclour and openness, and 
there is every reason to believe, wi.lh truth . 

Mr. Fausitt says, " that on takmg office last year he felt he could not in conscience allow 
children to be taken off without having any further security for their safety than the mere 
word of an individual; and that accordingl~ the first two foundlings that were taken up in 
hi s year he put out to nurse to women resldmg near town. In this, lIe says his conduct was 
80 much disappl'oved of. on account of the expense brought 011 the parish, that he sent the 
next child by Mrs. Clarke to Cork, she promising to bring a certificate of its safe admission 
from a friend of hers in the hospital." Mrs. Clarke says, "that it was clearly impossible 
that she could bring any such certificate;" and MI'. Fausitt says," that when she did 1) ot 
brin~ it, he declared that he would put every othel· foundling out to nurse." In consequence 
of thiS declaration, Mr. Falvey, Mr. Fausilt's colleap;ue, took up al l t·he other children of that 
year and sent them to Cork. The witnesses admi t the unjustifiable nature of the proceed­
ings, but plend in excuse, that if the children had been )·etained there would have been three 
times as many exposed , and the parish would incur a very heavy annul'll expense. However, 
all declared, that whute\'er be the consequence, a. second exposure of a child shall not be 
suffcred to tnke place again. 

Sillce the :Eaf>ter of this year, three children have been sent off from Ballymoodan; last 
year six were sent ofr; two were retained, as before mentioned, by Mr. Fallsitt , and two dicd, 
after being discove red, and before there was time to send tbem off. One! of them was be· 
lieved to have died in consequence of exposure. From Kilbrogan th ree children were sent 
oR' this year. 

The expense of tll e t",o children, who are at nurse in Bal1ymoodan parish. is 31. a year for 
each; they are shown every three months to the overseer. 

It would appear from some statements of Mrs. Clarke'S, that under the present manage .. 
ment of the l <ou nd ling-hos pitnl at Cork, it is nry easy for the panmt to find out with whom 
a child is.puL to nurse, and not impossible for a mother to get herself chosen the nurse of 
her own child. H I have heard," says Mrs. Clarke, .. nurses eay at the hospital gate in , 
Cork, that such nnd such people gave them presents and made much of tbem to make them 
take good care of their child. 1 recollect also one child tha.t I took t.) Cork, it was about 
12 months old. The day aftcr 1 came home a woman came to mc to know if I could direct 
ller so as to find out the person that. the child was given to nurse to ; [ told her it was sent to 
a Mrs. Crawley, the parish nurse. Th e. woman went to Cork, found out from Mrs. Crawley 
that it was given to a Mrs. Murphy, and she saw the child with the latter. Some tim~ after 
she! came to me again, and told me what I teU you , and made me a present of some whis key, 
eg~s. teu, coffee ~nd stlgal·." Mrs. Clarke says further, " .there was fi?other ~hild that I was 
gomg to Cork With, when I met a man and woman at lnmshannon Bl."ldge. fhe man asked 
~e was 1 taking the child to the hos pital, and I said I was; and he and his wife looke~ at 
It, and said it was a very fine one. He told me that his wife was just recovered, after belllg 
delivered of a deud child, and that she was going to the hospital to see if she could get a 
child to nurse. He said it would be a good tbing if she could get the child I had in Ul.y 
~rms .. I said, may be she could if she applied next day at the hospital; she would know It 
(It was a girl) by a sUlull mark it had on the back of its ueck; she did try next day, and 
got t~e same child, and is rearing it now. may be it's her own, may be not." . 

W ith respect to a provision for foundlings, the Rev. Mr. "Newman says," I a111 satlsfi:ed 
that the practice of taking charge of deserted children and placing them at nurse in the parlsh . 
in which they are taken up, leads to their desertion. When I came here about 16 years ago, 
r found 50 children on the parish. At that t ime the hospit..ll at Cork was open, and we had 
tbe~ nU sent there as; .quickly as possible. 'fhe llUmber of found lings in each of the fol-
IowlUg years was considerably less than in any of the preceding. . 
. ': At the same time, I should say that I think the system of sending children to a,n .bospl~al 
IS .liable to great obi· ections . I am sure that a child wiH be better brought up, and .hls hablts 
WIll be more natura ly formed when be is placed in n. family. Perhaps if foundlings w.ere 
put out with families. in som.e place distant fiom that in which they are taken up, and If a­
sort of reciprocity were established between parishes in different parts of the cou~try, t~e 
adv.anta~e of both systems at present in operation might be combined, and the leo.dll1g eVils 
aVOIded." -
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. CflILDlUn.'. 

JJun star, 
County Corl,;. 

E~amin"lio n $ lahu b"\' 
l'liumn. MUfliu, E.q: 
John Laluf.£1{1. 

Paris.h K ifl,rvgo1t 
and BallYlnoodan . 

Dar. Kinu/1!It:aly. 
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D.:SERT I(D .... :SOl) 

OnI'H ,\ N 

CU I LlJRE:;. 

JUuJlSll!r, 
County Cork. 

En.min:nionl taken by 
Thomas Marlin, £sq. 
J oLn u[or, E!q. 

Parish Kil<Tarifft, 
including t~wn of 

Clol'l.akilty. 
Bar. 100m: a nti 

Bam·or. 

.6 APPENDIX '0 FIRST REPORT FOIII ,,,. COMMISSIONERSjor inquiring 

Persoll! 1d/O altellded tile Ex(J1IIinutioll.~ 

Mr. JOHN AnDon , shopkeeper._ !\h cHA EL ALLE!'l ll£ECHlm, esq., churcll\vnrden.- J oHN llI::NNETT, 
esq., J. P.-J l:R£lll.U[ COLLIXS, labourer.- JEllElIl.lll D:c,\sy, lahourCl·._RICIUltn D £ .'LSY, csq" 
rnerchllnt._ Dr. FOLLJOTT.- l'ir. DEXIS H unuy, farmer of IS aCI'es,_:'.'I r, JOll~ KI~OSTON, f.'lrmer 
of 65 acres._ :\rr. EDW.-I.RD Lucy, farmer of 70 acrcs.-l\1r. JAMES NE,\.L.-Mr. DENIS SBXTOX. 
farmer of '20 acres,_Rev. H£N"RY W!LSOS STE:\\,',UtO, LL, D" vicar of Kil coe.-nev. C. C. Tow:ss_ 
END, rector._Rcv. D. 'WALSH, roman· catholi c reelOl·.--JoIiN WUlTE, laboul·er. - And several 
others. 

No deserted child has been found this year. Formerly foundlings were scnt to the 
hospital in Cork from this parish , in the same manner as rro01 Bandon. Dr. F olliot t how~ 
ever states, when he had occasion, about seven or eight yc..1.rs a~o. to send childrcn to Cork .. 
that he was a lways in the hab it of requi ring a receipt, Lo show how they had been disposed 
of. 1\,11'. J ames Ronch, churchwarden, states, that at the present moment the pari sh does 
not s upport any fo undl ing; and that at the last vestry a fou nd lin g rate was not assessed. 
A child which ",us taken up some time ago was ma intained by the rector. 

Persons wllO attended the ExamiliatlOlt. 

_ _______ DANIEL ANGLOW5, Inbourcr.-OwEN DOWLER, labourer.-R OGElt G. DA.Vl~, esq.-Mr. ~fAUInCE 

Parish Kiiteflgh. 
Bar. I mokitly . 

P arish LiscQrrol. 

Bar. Orrenl and 
Kilmo;c. 

Parish M acroom. 

BaJ'.West Muskuf"!). 

D'OYLE, fllrlller. -i\'Ir. i\h CH,\£L FITZG ERALD, farmer._ nev. JOlll{ GA ltllE, protestant cu rate. 
_ NICllOL_-\S Gn..-\'rrAN, esq., dispensary surgeon.-JolI !'l HIGGINS, labou rer.-Mr. TIMOTHY 
LEAHY, farmer.- MICH<\EL LA.WTON, labourer.-Mr. ' YILLl.Ul MAllKJ;\'". farmer._ Mr. PIIl LIP 
NEILL, farmer.-Rev. Mr. SUEEnAN, roman·catholic rector._EDMOND WALlIH, labourer._And 
several others of all clnssCii:. 

THE RE has been no found ling in this parish since the yea. 1827 . 

P ersom who attellded tlu! Examillatioll. 

J OHY CON);OR, wco.vcr.- -- DALY, esq._Mr. CHAJU.ES FLINN) publican.- PHILIP FLINN, 
!abourer.- WILLIA}J Fox, carpenter.-JosEru DE.\ :':}; FR:£"£lIAN, esq., D. L. - Mr. J AlIES 
HAnl'Sl'o:\(;:E, f.'l rmer.-Comn:u us L EoU1Y, labourer._ TllIOTUY L E,\lty, lubourer.-!UAl1IlICE 
LEENY, blaeksmith._TllIOTIl Y NOO"S",lN. labourer.- Re\·. DA YIEL O'ORl£"'. roman·catholic 
rector. _ :\Ir. WILLIAlI SUAltP, clerk of the petty sessioos._ l\lr. D.1NIEL SOL.Lly.1N, farmer._ 
A.nd several others. 

TH ER E is no foundling suppOl'ted by the pari sh . O ne ch ild wn~ taken up in a neio-h­
bourinO' pari sh j is supported at the ex pense of a few c haritable indiv id uals. The practice 
of senJing children to the Cork Foundltng-hosp ital is 1l(~t known to have existed here. 

PerSOllJ who attellded the EramillatwII. 

nJCIIAIl.D ASHE, esq., J . P.-DE;';l!! COLLINS, smith .-PATRICK Co~n'ELL, labourer._ CUARLE.S DALJ{, 
Jabourer.-R. HODGES EYRE, eS!I" Macroom Co.stle._UI'. C. H. FIELD, apothecury._WILLIAM: 
FURLONG , esq., :u. D., dispensary physician._ Mr. WILLl.1.lt GOOD, fl"mncr.-Rev. WILLl.u[ 
l-LU.L<l RAS". Ieeto r._Mr. WILLIAlf H.\ ~AllAS, shopkcepE:r, vintner._ t'lI r. JAMES K11.LL1Uf"EIt., 
farmer.-Rev. UO.BERT KlilKHOFFER, rector of Clonurohid parish. - Mr. DEN15 L ENlllAN, farmer. 
- JOlIN l\I 'C ,llI.TUY, esq., Y. D._ Rev. !lfr. I\ l unRAY, roman·catholic curate.-Mr. TUIO·,tHY 
REAROOl', sLtopkeeper._TllOltAS SIlI NKIVIN, Inbourer.-D.-\NIE.L SWEI!.NY, Jabourer.- TIIOMA.S 
T AYLOR, Inbourer._Rcv. J M(I!.S ' V.\LSH, parish priest. -Mr. J A.'-1ES WELPLY, shopkeeper._ 
~lr. PETElL 'VILLI.\MS, postmasler._ And several others of all classes . 

THERE are two fo undl ings on the parish at present; one put on it last year, the other 
about four years ago. L ast Easter the vestry refused to assess any sum fo r the support of 
the c h ildren; a nd 1\11". H allaran, the rec tor, applied to the going judge of assize ( Baron 
Penefatbe r), who ordered the sum of 6/. Irish to be levied for the SU PP01't of tbe latter child, 
for whom the parish had not paid a nyth ing. but refused to order anything for the other 
child . on the ground that he was not pe rmitted by law to interfel'e wh l! re the parish . h od 
alr,eady paid someth i n~: The witnesses do not k~ow ho\y the ll ':lfse of this IIl~ter child is to be 
paId. The Rev. Mr. l'lr..lrkhotfer. rector of the nelghbouflug p:U'I:>h. Clonurohld, says, "There 
were two foundlings in my parish this year. I was going to summon 0. vestry, when some 
decen t farmers caDle to me, and said It was better not to ll"l.ve any assesSlme nt, but that 
they ,,"ould engage that the childl'en should be supported by the people of the parish. r 

agreed~ 



;",. t"e STATE OF THE POORER CLASSES IN IRELAND. 

ameed nnd they took the cllildrcl1 ; they are now supported very well. There nre no found­
li~ (Y"s dn the parish ." Thcl'C are about a dozen children from the Cork Foundli n&-hospital 
a t cou rse ' they nre generall y very well t reated. ]::ach of the nu rses receives 3t. a year. 
Some of them have been Imown to become so attached to the children as to keep them 
altogether. 

Persolls who attended the E xamillalio1l. 

T nJOTlIY C"LI.INA1'l, former of ~o ncrcSI. - l\'Tr. J r:R EMl ,\ U COLLTNS._ THO.MAS F tTzGEnALD,lnbourer. 
_Dr. FI'l'ZOIBBO'1', di ~pcnsary surgcon.-i\hcIIA EJ, GA LWA v, esq.-JAM li S H A" ES, farmer of 65 
acres._ TIIOlfAS HUNGE RFORD, esq., J. P . Cnhirmorc.- TuOi'US Ht:N"GERFORD, esq.-NIC I10LAS 
LO~IDA RD, beggnl'.-DANIEL M .... UONY, f:armer of 45 D.cres.-Mr. Jom; MMIONY, shopkeeper.­
Mr. K. ... ~t: ~'lAltOl':y._JOliN F.U(1 I'.:O;f.: l\'IAcARTHT, esq., undcl·.agcnt to LortI CRrbery.- Rcv. 

Appendi x (A.) 

Dr.SEnTED AND 
URPHAN 

C llll.DREN. 

l'tJII1I!:ter, 
County Cork. 

t:nmi llllti!lns taken by 
Tbom:u MOrlin, Esq. 
J ohn Lalor, E5q. 

Parish Rou C41·. 
ber!}. 

Dar. Eaa Carher!}, 
(West Division.) 

J £ll.EMlAU MALONEY, P. I'.-JOU)( f\h.N,\ UAN, Inboul'er .- l1ICIlARD S~lIl'fr , eSIJ., J. 1'.- rtJr. J OUN -------­
WOLFE, furmcr.- Rcv. JOSHUA 'VOOD, protestant curntc._ And several others. 

TH ERe is not. at the present moment any foundling supported. by the parish of R oss 
Carbery; but it would ap~cnr th ~t the method of dis posing of fo undlings, which hos been 
d escr ibed in tbat p~l't of the eV idence taken at Bumlon, that relates to th e condition of 
d eserted children, h~s also existed 11cre. Mr. Thomas Morris , who was church warden in 
183 t. stated to the Assis tant Commissioners, that. he sent. three ch ildren to the Cork Found. 
lin Cl'. hospital by the woman R ebecca Cbrke, and that he paid to her the sum of 1/. fo r 
eac~1 chilu . She gave :Mr. Morris to understand that sh e procl11'ed, in some clandestine 
way, the admission of the children into th e ho!:pital j and he did not thi nk it. necessa ry to 
mak e any inquiries as to the mode ~ ... h ich s he J~ad adop ted. ~ t t oe vestry held the pre­
ceding Easter, a proposal for the l ev~lDg a. foundhng rate was rejected. 

P ersons wllo attended tI,e Examination. 

Rc,\,. J A)II~S BARtlY, parish priest._Rev. J OHN BAnRY, catholic curate.--JonN B ROOKS, farmer, -------­
Pari.i11 Skull. pays Il. 10 s. per annum l'ent.-llARTHOtOMEW DnOWN, labou rcr.- BARTIiOLOMEW DONo\'AN, far ­

mer, pays 301. per anllllnl rent.-lVlr. Ar.v.xANDRR ENGLTSn, churchwarden Jast year.-J.i.MES 
I ,EvtS, farmer. pays 331. per annum rcnt.-CoIlN£LlUS MAliONY, labourer.- PATRICIC MArrON Y, 
farmer. pnys 10 t. pcr annum rCllt._ JAlrES MAHONY, quarryman and lahourer.-JonN ~lun:rJlY, 

Bar. W est Cal'hery, 
(West Division.) 

quarryman and lnbourer.-RlcIlAUD SAl.TIm, farmel', pnys 14/. pC'r an num rent.-WILLIAM 
SlJAN'!WN, f.'l.rmer, pays 361. per annum rent.- .Mr. JA11E..'i SWA~TON, mcrchant.-JAMRs S"" At4'TOlf, 
csq.- TUOiU,\S SWANTO~) esq.- _-- SWEE'l'MAN, csq., dispensary surgcon.-DAS'JEL SULLlV,/\S', 

quarryman and inbOlll'el·.- ·J onN SULU"VAN, quarryman and luboUl'er.- Rev. JOliN TIUI'IIOOK:, 
protestant curatc.- TIMOTJlY TUOMY, labourer. 

THEP.E is no foundling on the parish , the rates ha" jng been refused nt the last vestry. 
It is not k110\\, 11 that allY child JHlS been sent to the C OI·k I" oundling-liOspital for many 
years. Th el'C was n child exposed last yeaI', for which Mr. Eng-lish himself paid two months 
nursing. 'fhe l1mse kept t.he child nine months. I t wo.s then given to lHr. Trail, the 
rector, at whose expense, MI'. English believes, it is at nurse at present. 

P erJoTts 10/10 attended tile Examination. 

~frs. COlEMAl.f, superior of thc convent of the Sisters of Chatity.-Rcv. Mr. DAl.Y, senior catholic ---- ­
curate.-Mr. EDWA llD J A;\I£8 DoW};'El', clerk of tbe chapel for 23 years._ Mr. R. HOWELL, Parisb S!. Mary's, 
woolcomber._Mr. Jam. MUnPH Y, coffin-maker, president of the sick poor society.-Mr. J OH)!' Shandon. 
NAGLE, son ofa tradesmnn .-Mr. J AMES KaLAN, fo reman mnltster._ Dr. Q.uAn,ay, rector of tlle City of Cork. 
parish._Dr. Sl.OANE, minister of presbyterian congregation. --..;..-----

THE number of children who 11ave been d eserted is about half 0. d ozen in the year, and 
these are supposed to be illegitimate. 

Person! who attended the Eraminat1·on. 

Mr. I\IICHA'F.L CADOGA :!f, boatman._EnwARD D ALY. esq ., barrister-nt-law, resident.-JEREVlAlI .. J .iI 

M'DA~JEL, esq., burgess of the corporation.-Mr. DANiEL DEMPSEY, boatman._Mr. GllOl\GE Pluish Sf. M ll llote. 
DAWSON, boatmnn.-EnwARD B LAnD. sovereigll'" of Kinsale.-i\1r. J I'!nIDrIAII H llRLY. shop- TO\'n of Kinlalc. 
keeper._Rev. J UST1 N HOLEY M'NA!lfAnA, parish priest._HENnT 'fHOMAS K1NG NASON, esq., Bar. Kil/salc. 
fouadling offices collector.-JAIIIl'.S SANDYS, esq.- Mr. JOlIN Sllr,.L~VAN, pawnbroker.- Rev. --.,-----­
M AUR1CE W ALSm~, catholic curate. 

THERE are at present 15 or 16 deserted chil dren in the parish, nll of whom are supposed 
to be ilb.gimate j but for the Jast th ree years th ere has been only one. And no instance . 
within four years of an illegitimate cbild being destroyed . 

0·5· E 2 T here 
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DElIT.nTEb AlfD 
OnPIlA'N 

CIIlLDREN. 

.1I:1uttsta, 
County Cork. 

Exumil\~d"nlla.ke\l by 
'l'hul'l ,,,. l\hrlin, Esq. 
Juhn La!or, Esq. 

Parish St. J'f,dt();f! . 
Town of Killsa!t. 

Bar. XiI/sale. 

P:ui&b Trnct()1l. 
Bar.lftrr!Jcurrihy. 

County Kc:rry. 

Eu",in"tio'il tuken h1 
G. C. L .. ",i.., 1-;,'1. 
D. G. LlltJ~. Esq. 

Pa.rish Cahir. 

Bar. J'lJuogh . 

Pruish Dingle. 
Bar. Cf)1"ka~lin7l!l ' 

Pnrisb atllmart. 

nar. GJo:ntrougnt. 

There is no particular provision fo r orphans , nor does it appcar possible for the parents to 
lay by any provision f01" them from their earnings; but the parish is bound to support the 
foundl ings. 

There are t wo persons appoi nted by vestry, called found ling officers, whose duty is to take 
cllarge of de.<:erted children , and send them to nurse j the chu rchwardens have nothing to do 
wi th these ch ildren. 

The n urses invariably treat the child ren well , and sh ow the .greatest affection for t.h em ; 
they b rina them in every three month::; to be scen by the foundlmg officers. 

The fu~d from wh ic b the children are sup\lorted is all assessment on the houses of 
the parish, accord ina to the value of each lOuse. The Act of Parliament allows ,I) 1. 
for the maintenance of the child ren, but the nurses ne,'er get more than 3i., fo r which they 
are satisfied to pr~vide foo? and c1~thing~ and which enn cert~inly lea'l'€ thcI,n v~ry little 
(i f a ny) remuneratlOll. Witness thmks It strange that there IS no app rentice fund. by 
which they could be ap prenticed out when of a proper age; owing to a " .. ·ant of this, the 
child ren mostly find the greatest difficulty in settling themselves in any \ .. ay ; some arrange-
ment fo r apprenticing them is highly necessary. . 

Persol/S who attended the E rami7lation. 

Mr. PATRICK DO!,OVA ~. publican and fnrmer.-Rcv. TnoHA9 O'CON!;, OR, pari~h priest.­
Mr. PmLlP PAND , farmer. 

D UR ING the space of the last t wo years, there ~ere two deserted children, who were 
taken by the parish, and prov ided fo r by subscription. 

I n the last five or ,ix years there were three or four altogether. 

P ersons who attended tile Examination. 

Rev. Mr. CHUTE, cu rnte of Cahir, KiJ1enau\c and Glenbargh.-Rey. fl lr. FITZGl! !tALD , parish priest 
of Cahir and Killanane.- !\ Ir. H OARE, shopkeeper.-Rev. Mr. SULLIVAN, coadjutor. 

D UR ING the las t th ree years there has not been a child deserted within the limits of the 
parish. !,hf!re h~ve been bu t two il1;;tnnces of in ~a~ticide du:i ng t he last ,1o yea,rs. ~be 
children In both m~tan('es had been ex posed, but It IS uncerLam whcther With an intention 
of des troying them. The mothers were not discovered. 

P ersons who attelldrd tIle E.ramillal;o1i . 

Rev. Mr. G OODlU .}/' , curate of the pari;;h of Dingle.- Mr. FITZGER. ALD, apothecnry.-Mr. LAURBN­
so~, chief constable of Corkaguinny._Rev. I\ l r. SULLIVAN, roman-cathol.ic curate, in a line of 
14 miles. in length along the southern canst. . 

. Ma. GOODMAN s.tat ed that there llad b;en ~o case of "infanticide or ex posure of children 
111 that quar ter, to h IS knowledge. Mr. 0 Sulhvan observed, that the only instance of the 
kind that he could mention was that of a child which was exposed about two years :10'0 ' i t 
was found dead in .a field near the road, very respectably dressed; and there had be~n' no 
inquest held upon It. Orphans were generally taken care of by their friends, and S'0 into 
service when they were old enough. Tbp,y were sometimes, however, driven to beggmg. 

P ersons wllo attended tlte B-ramination. 

Rev. Mr. GODPnET, rec~or of Kenmare and l\forsert.- Jo HN HICKSCN, eliq., J .P., agent to the 
l\Iurquis of Lansdol'l'ne.- Rev. Mr. F ITZMAURICE, parish priest of Kenmare and Templenoe. 

Til ERE were, at the period of the 'Visit of the Assistant Commissioners, about six deserted 
child ren in t h,: two pal'ish~s o~ Kenrnn re and T emplenoe. Those that had been exposed in 
the former p:ll"I~h were mamtamed by a ~ess app1o.tted for the pu~pose. In the preceding 
year the veAlry In Templenoe had negatived n motton for a foundluw cess ' in thatlarish. 
however, there is but one foundl ing who is not old enouah to provideo rOl' hi~sel f an he is 
retained by his nurse, without even a promise or the hope of being recompen~ed fOl' bel' 
trouble and expenses . 
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P ersons who attended the &aminatioll. 

Mr. CONNon, manager oflonn fund.- Rev. Mr. DUNNE, cOlldjutor._Rc'1. Mr. FITZlJAURICE. parish 
priest of KilJarney and part of l\gh::lIloe.-Rev. l\lr. H ERBERT, vicar of Killarney nod Kilcum­
min.-Rev. Mr. H ERB£nT, rector of CllStie Island._Mr. D ,WID MURPHY, linen.draper. 

DURI NC the last three years there have been. on all annual average. about two children 
exposed in the parish of Killllmcy .. TI!ese ,h,ave. in ,almost every ~nstanceJ bee~ ascertained 
to be the off'sIJrinU' of strangers and of Illegitimate birth. Foundl lllgs when discovered are 
always broug It t; the priest.'s ~lOu ~e, and by him placed with nurses. wit!l whom they ~emain 
u ntil they are of an age to mamtam themse lves. At the present moment there are eight or 
t en foundl ill~s who a re s llpporte~ ,by" a charitable fund arising from .collec tions al.Hl contri­
butions received at the chapel. 1he money collected at the church IS partly applted to the 
assistance of five or six chi ldre n who have been left orphans. It hu been observed, that 
children who bave been deserted genero lly turn out worse than others, in us much as it is 
pl"Obable that they have not been well treated, and more particularly have not had the 
authority of a parent to direct ~hem. ~ t has lleve~,been the practice in Killarney to send 
deserted children to the Foundhng-hospltal; "but, says the Rev . Mr. Herbert, rector of 
Castle I sland, " I have, with much advantage, t~reat~ned to r:sort to that practice in my 
parish; and although we are at present su pportlllg SI X found lm~s by ves try cess, nOlle of 
them have been exposed since my residence in the pari sh, a penod of aLout three years. 
I am satis6ed t hat formerly children have been deserted in a. safe place, and afterwards 
O'iven to the mother to nUI"Se. The practice has ceased since the announcement of my deter­
~jnation to send them all to the Foundling-hospital." 

Perlons who attended the Examination .. 

Lieut. W. E. BRADY, chief constnble of police.-Mr. CUURCH, shopkeeper.-Captain H EWSON', 

Appendi~ (A.) 

DESERTED AND 

ORPHAN 

CUILDREN. 

lIiulIstel', 
County Kerry. 

EUminalioll1 taken by 
G. C. Le1\'il , Esq. 
D. G. L ube. Esq. 

Parish Killurney. 

Dar. /lJag onihy. 

nlagistratc._Rev. Mr. l\'lAnONY, parish pri est of Listowel and Galey, ill Iraghticoonor Barony, Parish Listotrel. 
and part of Kilsbinnnc nnd Finago, in the barony of Clanmo.ul'ice. Bar.ITaghiicontfoT. 

THERE were about two children exposed during the year ; they are now maintained on 
the parish by the vestry cess. 

One orphan, and a poor blind boy of about 13 years of age, have also been put on the 
parish list. 

Per&ons w/lo attended the .Examination. 

H. J. BnO'''NJI.IGG, esq., sub·inspector of police.- Rcv, Mr. M'ENNI':JtT. parish priest of Tralee 
Union. - Ref'. l\fr. O'SULLIVAY, parish priest of Ardfert, Kilmoily in Clanmnurice, and Bal ­
linaIID.gl ish, in Trughennckmy. 

. THERE are about 10 children exposed in tllat district in the cOllrse of the year. 'When 
d,sCO"ye!ed they are supported by vestry cess, and are given out to nurses, without any reaard 
to religIOUS distinction whatsocver. Any orphans that llre left in a state of destitutionO nre 
gene~lIy provided fOl' by their relatives. As to any effect ll l'oduced upon the system of 
deserbn~ children, by the closing of t he Foundling-hospita in Dublin ,.it was ge nerally 
agreed that no change had taken place from it, because few were sent to D ublin for the 
purpose, the distance being too great. 

Person foho attended the Examination. 

Rev. Mr. DAY, rector of Vnlentia. 

THER'B has been no exposure of children or infan ticide known here: 

Perso1l who attended the Examination. 

Rev. M ICJlAEL FITZGERo4.LD, parish pfie~t of the union of Askeaton and BaUytun . . 

18 e~E were no deserted children or orphans in the parish at the time of visiting. 
T~e Interference of t~e Leg;I01atu re is desirable to make it impera tive Oll the vestry to 

proVide ,ror deserted chtldren in futuro in a public institution, when: there should be no 
'Dro~el ytlsm. 

0'0' 

Parishes Trnle f and 
vlrdftrt. 

Baronies T1'uglu! • 
lIackmy and Clan· 

maurice. 

PaT. Va/trltia, 
i~ bland of 

Valtlltia . 

County Limerick. 

Union of A&ktafon 
and B olly t un. 

Bar. LoniCf Conflfo. 
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DES1':ltT[;D I1!\D 

Onl'n_"-N 
CfITLDlLEN. 

:Alum/er. 

P ersons who attended tlle E .camilwtion. 

County Limerick. 

Mr. MORRIS, &ub.agect to Lord ChnrleviJle.-Rev.Mr. WALLER, recto r of Chapel Russell._ 
And a farmer resident in Kilcornac. 

E .tillninalions la"kc.n by 
G. C. Lel>"is,Esq, 
D. G. Ll.lb';. E~. 

(Mr. Morl'is.)- THERE is occ deserted child. which has been supported by vestry cess 
for the last five years i but there is now no cess, and the nurse is not paid. 

---_._---------
Parisbes of CIJapel 

Russell lind K j{eor- P enolls '!ClIO attended tlte Examillation. 

non. 
Bar. KenT!}. 

Pari~h Ntwca!llc. 
Bar. La~ar Comdlo. 

R ev. 01". CaLL, parish priest of Newcnstle._ALrRED FOltLOSG, esq., agen t to the Earl of Devon. 
-Rev. Jon~ LOCKe, rector of NewCl\stlc nnd l\fonygc:l.-JoIlN P"£A"R~E, esq., surgeon and 
physician to the dispcns:lry.-Mr. PERCY, chief constable of Newcastle upwards of 13 ~ yenrs. 

'VITH regard to the number of descrted child ren then on the parish, and the increase or 
decrease of the system, the Rev. M I". Locke said, that about two years :1 .... 0 a deserted chi ld 
was gi"en oul. to nurse, but it had since died; and he did not know or ar~ther casco . 

Mr. Furlollg" mentioned two OJ" three cases, however; and Mr. Locke thou .... ht, that .s ince 
the sup press ion of the Foundling.!lOspital the num ber of deserted children had decreased to 
hi s knowledge. J 

It was obsen'ed by Mr. Coli, that it wns the custom to lay such children at the priest's 
door,. or bri\~g. them, when found, to the priest.. He d e~ermin ed, however, not to take any 
part In provld!llg for them, and :tnnou.llced 1115 resolu tlO~ to the people; and this ha.d the 
effect of puttmg 8. s top to thus exposmg them. There IS now no regulation or provision 
whntsoe\'cr for them, hut they generally find out to whom they belong, and force them on 
their relati ons. There hnve been cases, when the chlld was put out to nurse, and nobody 
bein~ afterwards forthcoming to take charge of it, the nurse hns refused to take care of 
the c1lild any longer. I t was stated that Ihis practice of chi ld droppi ntT or desertin .... infants 
had decidedly decreased since th~ closing of the Fouud Ji ng-hospital in Dublin. 0 

PenoTlS who attended lIle Rr:amillation. 

Parish Rall/l·wle. 
B::af. L,wer Candia. 

The Rev. M. GRlIFFTn, protesto.nt cura1e._The Hev. D. HOOAN, parish priest.-Mr. M ULCA HY. 
shopkeepf::r.-WILLl:Ul SMITH, csq., J . P •• sub-iospector of police. 

I N thi!l parish tllere IJa~e been two cases of descrIed child ren in three yearn. Within a 
a month n boy of seven years ?Id was left !.Jere by his mother, n stranger, and is now sup­
ported by the neir.rbbours. TIllS boy l\":l.S lately. tak en up for steal ing potatoes on account 
of destit ution. A'bout a month ngo a Hew-born mfant was also fOllnd near the town' it was 
carried to the churchwardens, wh o had no funds, and it has since been taken lip by a n old 
woman ~"ho gets a little .as:istal1ce ::unonS" th e nejghboul"s.-(~1 1". MlIlcnll.Ij.)--Af'ter the 
choler~ In 183Z. a subscTlpt lOn was made III th e tOWll, amountlllg to l'2i l., for the rcliefof 
orplHllls and widows left by th e c1~(llel"U. Sums q u ying from 4/. to l OS. were allotted to 63 
families nnd i ndivi~unls, and rut III .t~Je han ds or pers.ons who took charge of lhc parties. 
The orphans were mstructed m plaIting ,. bonn~t-maklllg, ~c. i others were sent to dress­
makers, and others were taken up b)' theIr relatIons i the WIdows set up some -liLtle dea lin ... 
on the money they gotj and, of the whole number, not Illore than three families hav~ 
become beggars. 

P::arif:bes of Shana­
g_lJen. R(lbtrtsto"3.'n 

and Bally/,Qrgill. 
Dar. Lo7J.·cr Clmclio. 

County Tipperary. 

P:ltisb Carrick. 
nar. lJfa and Qffu. 
(Ea~t Barony.) 

Persall 10110 attended the Examination. 

R ev. Dt. COLLtNS. parish priest of the union of Shanagoldec, Robert.stowD, and 13allyhargil1. 

A130UT two yeaTS ago a child was exposed in the protestant union of Shanagolden, which 
was supported by one yearly vestry, but last year the parish ioners tefu.sed to pay the nurse, 
who still keeps the child, but is not paid. 

Persons 1lJho altrnded the E xamination. 

FRANCIS BRANIGAN, gentleman farmer. - nev. Dr. CONN F.LLY, parish priest.- WALTER. CULL2=" 
tradesman.-TIlIOTUY DO!iov .... 5, broguc-makcr._Dr. LEACH, M. D.-Rev. Mr. MANDEvrLL"G, 
protestant clcrgyman.-~hcHA£L MULLI:~, weaver.-WILLI .4.M O'DONNEL, esq.- Dr. O·SUE.A, 
lIf. D.-JAMES PRE}" D:£ll.GAST .• es.q.-JAMEs QUOY, clerk of roman-catholic curate.-Rev. Mr. 
S .... NDS. reclor of C:trrick._And others present at dilferent times. 

TH ERE has been one new-born child exposed in Newtown parisll in a field. and one in 
Carrick parish_ The practice is for.the~ to be taken round fro~ house to ~ou~e, and they 
stay only one nigh~; they mostl~ die; It cannot be well othenvls? . The chIld 1Il Ne\~town 
parish is gi\'en out to nurse, and IS supported by volunt.nry sub~rlpbons . . All the children 
exposed in this neighbourhood, except the one iu Newtown pansh, have died . The church-

warden 
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w:uden Dever takes ('.har(1c of deserted children or orphans in this parish j he refused in 
the last case to prov ide lor the child in Carri ck parish, s tating that he had no funds, but 
made no attempt to levy a lly cess. 

Sometimes when a father or mother go away. promising to come back or to selld remit­
tances to their children, and do neither, the children ure parcelled out among relations. 

Some leaoislati,tc illterfercnce is "cry much wanted to make the present law relat ive to de­
serted chiljren effect ive, as it is now a dead letter iu Carrick. 

Persons who attended the ExamillatioTi. 

AJlPelldi~ (A.) 

lIJ ltnsttr, 
Couuty Tipperary. 

I!:llunjnntion~ ta ken by 
G. C, Let_i." Esq. 
D. O. Lube, Esq. 

Parish Carrick. 
Bar. ljJa 3011 Ojfa. 

(East Barony.) 

Mr. ALLOWNEY, actuary for the savings' bank.-Mr. THOM A S CnOTTT, woollen-mnnfactmer._ ------­
Dr. D ELA:.l Y, ~r . D.-UeT. Mr. HIGC IN, rector of Roscrea.-SAMuEL H . LAWSO)f, csq., chief Parish R o!crca. 
constable of poliee.-Rev. Mr. O'S H AUGHNESSEY, parish priest.-Holl. Mr. PIlE.'rTY, J .P. Bar. I kcrrin. 

A BOUT cio'ht ycnrs ago the number of deserted children wllich were annually thrown 
upon t.he parish was very great ; and the :wm assesseel for their main tenance by the vestry 
amounted to about 501. In consequence of exertions, in many instances attended with 
success made to discover the mothers, or other persons who we re guiltv of the crime, the 
offence 'has greatly dccl'eas.ed in frequency .. The assistance derived ~rom' the parish towards 
their maintenance has entirely ceased d unog the last three years, In consequence of the 
general r~sistallce to church a~scss~ent. At the present moment a fu~d, arising from t1~e 
subscriptions of the bench ot mDglstratcs, supports three deserted children; and any aid 
from other sources is collected with t.he greatest difficulty. 

P ers01lS who attcnded the Examination. 

Rev. l\I r. BALDWIN, romnn·cntholic c1ergyman._Rev. D r. BELL, master of the endOlved 6c11001. _ 
Br.h'JAMlS B. BRADSHAW, esq., .T. P.-·WILLIAM CHAYTOn., Esq., mayor of Clonmel.- l\Ir. 
G RUB, merchanl.- Mr. Jom~ HAcKET, proprietor of Tipperary Free Prcss.-Mr. H ODGES, 
attoroey.-DAV ID M ALCONSON, proprietor of factol' ics.-- --- MEAQHEU, shoemaker._ 
Mr. O 'CONNOR, foreman of the ClonOlcl Advcrtiser.- Rev. Mr. STEVEN' ON, protestant clergy­
man.-THoliAS WAl.SH, laboul·cr._And many others presen t at differcnt times. 

T HERE were four or five foundli ngs in t he chutch last Easter Sunday ; two were up to 10 

years of age. The suppression of thc Foundling-hospitnl has diminished the n umber; they 
used to be left at persolls' doors, in order to be sent to the hospital. The churchwardens 
take charge of t he infants, and the ves try cess is levied . Two or three chi ldren left by 
their parents are begging about the strcet s. T here was a. child deserted by t11e niother, who 
fled from Clonmel ; the churchwnrd en would do nothing. Shcaham's wife I,ept it for three 
months, when it died, In the county \Vnterford, neal' CIonmel, two orphan children died 
ofst.arvation about six years ago, in the scarce year ; they were abo ut 1 2 years old; they 
perished on the road side, in the middle of the day; they fainted :l.way as they were way­
faring; they were left to perish in the inclemency of the weather. J ames Smith, boatman, 
gi\'cs the story, and is not sure whether an inquest was held. A subscription is made for 
cholem orphans, and by donations from other charities; fi ve are on hand. 

A woman is cmployed to rcar t.he foundlings; she rear!; them by spoon·meat. Since the 
hospital was closed tile cases are rare. Inquiry was made by Mr. Baldwin into the condi­
tion of the children ; and instruction was given that they should be better taken care of by 
the woman, as there bad been a represe ntation of misconduct. T hose of sufficient age are 
sent to school. Mr. O'Connor thi nks it would be injurio us to make a provision for fouud-
li ngs by an hospital ; there is no object.ion to the present system. , 

P ersons who attended t lte lliamirUlt1(JIL. 

Parish St. 11lI.ry'(. 
Clomn~f. 

Bar. lffa and Off •• 
(East Barony.) 

Ulstel', 
Count)' Anlri u:J . 

R. AllNOLD._S. AnNoLD.-Mr. J .. uiESCnRISTIE, ch urchwarden.-Mr. E. eRAlO.- Messrs. EWART, 

LOGAN", &c. &c. including several of the police.- Rev. J. JOHNSTON, Inte curate of Ahoghill.­
Captai n K ENNETl', ofliccr of police._Rev. GEO. KmKP.4.TlUCK, rector.-Rev, JOHN KULAN, 

parish priest.-Hev. l\lr. HARKE. Ln, Moravian o.gcnt.- G. LoGAN.- Rev. T. MALLALIEN~ of Ec .. m\\i~l&~OHJ .I<'< "I~qb, . . .uorrc. , .~ . 
Gracehill.- A. l\l'MA:Nus, esq., magistrate.-Dr. !\fILLER, surgeon of dispcnsary.-H. O'HARA, ]nDles P~bleJ, E1'I' 

esq., magistrate.-JulES O'H ERJUTT.-W. QUILLAH.-l\·l r . J.UIES SMYTU, mcrchant. , Parish Ahog/lill. 

Bar. Lowtr Toome. Tn ER E are 10 children deserted in the parish; Dumber of orphans unknown ; the nu.mber bas 
decrensecl, because inspec.tors .h.nve been appoipted to search {~r the parent 80 dese),~lDgthem . ------­
They are supposed to be Jllegltlm:Jte. They do not often perish before they are dIscovered j 
none are supported by religious orders or subscriptions from the poorer classes. 0 !1ly 
those deserted ull dcr the age of 12 months come with in the pro\'isions of the statute. whlch 
eillpowers the ,'est.ry to raise by assessment' a sum not exceeding 51. annually of late Irish 
currenc~, for the ruaintennnce of each deserted. child. There is not known any other legal 
authority to make provision for orphans or destitute children. 

0·5· :& 4 P resentments 
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DESERTED A,.P 
QRJ'aAN 

CIIlLDltE,.. 

UIJlu, 
County Antrim. 

EUlllinotious taioen by 
C. w. nurrell, Esq. 
] 111:1lU Peebles, Esq. 

Pa.rish A/lOgJdll. 
Bar. to:.ccr T uomc. 

APPENDIX to FlRST REPORT!rom the COMMISSIONERSJor inquiring 

Presentments ure not obtained from the assizes for their maintenance j tue statute provides 
only for deserted children) not for mere orl?hans. The .d;serted chi ld ren ..,ure put out to 
nurse by churchwardens to women in the pansh, who exlublt them at each Easter vestry to , 
the OVf:rseers j but their education hus not been sufficiently attended to. The assessment 
on the parish, according to statute, is 5l. lute Ir~sh ~urr~ncy for each; b~t he r~ less is suf­
ficient. No objections have been made to the di stributIOn ~f the fund. rhel'e IS no found­
lin:r-hospital ; the ch ildren, ,,:hcn seven y~ars old, are. rec~lv~d and e.ill\?loyed by a weaver 
01' farmer. :I'he opinion her~ IS S~,ro ll g: agams~ orphan IOS.tltutlOns, as It IS thought th~t the 
children b e lLl n' reared outo l then own rank III hfe, are likely to become a'cterwul'ds d ISCOI1-
tended, ~nd t1~ey arc celieveu to be more unhealthy than .those nursed by the peasantry i 
HursillO' is here cheap. Dese rted children) when not proVIded for, are often compelled to 
beg. 'None are su pported by t he p~otest~nt Orphan. Sociely~ The. practice of ta~ing 

------- cbafn'e of deserted children has led, I t IS beheved, to their dese rllon. Smcc the FoundlmO'_ 
hospital ill Dublin has been closed, and since the appointment of overseers in the par ish to 
search for the mother, the number has decre:l.Scd. All thought it hard to confine the parish 
relief to those under 12 months old j they thought overseers should be appointed, as here, 
to prevent desertion;, bu t that a deserted child above 12 months of age should not be left 
a burden to the fi nder. One case occurred here where a chilo was left in the crad le of a. 
poor farme r, aud the parish, though willing, had no legal authority to rel ieve hiro. 

P:lrish A"trjm. 
Bar. Antrim, Upper 

Half. 

PeT$o1f~ WllO attended the Examination . 

Dr. Bnuc£.-Or. Bn.ysoy, surgeon of uispensary.-Rev. JA~I ES CAR8Y, presby terian mmlster. 
- :\lr. S. CL.4.RKE.-G. S. CLARKE., esq., magistrate.-Mr. M. CRAUFoRD._Rev. D.4.YIEL CunAl, 
parish priest.-Mr. 1\1. DICKIE. - l\1r. M. Gl:BsoN.- Rev. WILLIAM GREENE, protestan t vicar._ 
M r. J . E. LEDLl£, publican.-D r. l\1'MAsTER, surgeon anu apothecary.-Rev. ROIllmT l\IAGILL, 
presbyterian minister.- 1tI r. J. SI\UTON, agent to Lord Ferrard, &c. &c. and many of the 
paupers. 

THE number of deserted chi ldren at present in the parish .is fO l1r. There appears to have 
been no change in the number of yearly desertions Within the memory of any of the wit­
nesses , at least not such as to have been rClllal'ked . They are generally supposed to be 
illegitimate, and vel'y rarely perish before they are discovered. 

]n some cases provision might be madc by the workiug classes fo r their children in case 
of their becoming orphans, but it is very seldom done ; they generalJy spend the surplus of 
theil' earnings in tbe public-house. There are no regular. contributions for tile support of 
orphans. nOr ~re they supported by reliO'ious orders. Deserted children are taken charge 
of by the churchwardens) and SUppol'tel'by a ta.\: levied on the parish. 

Here t1]e construction put on the statute is very wide, allowing aid to deserted children, 
even when above three or four years old at the time of desertion i and some orp h ao~ in the 
case of cholera were received 00 the parish under this statute (though contrary to the 
statute. but was not considered in the parish). There arc no presentments obtained from 
the assizes for deserted children ill this parish . 

They are generally put out to nurse by the churchwardens. nnd in this parish the prac­
tice with respect to the payment of nunes differs from that of most other parishes, the 
allowance here being from 4/. to 62.75., whilst in other parishes it is not more than 51. 
late Irish currency. They arc never put to women residing in another parish to be nursed. 
and are regularly inspected by the parochial authorities . There are no reasons apparent.why 
there ShOllld be any discontent relative to the distribution of the sum levied for the mainte­
nance of dese rted children by the churcbwardens. 

There iS ,no foundling-hospital in the parish. The prevalent opinion is, that children put 
to nurse with the country people are likely to be more healthy and stron~er, and to become 
mo!e moralllnd more useful members of society than those brought up m an orphan insti 
tutlon . 

T hose deserted children who are nursed by the country people generally become labourers 
or servants, and sometimes weavers. There is no apprentice fund. 

I t was less expensive to provide for tbe children by sending them to the Foundling-hos. 
pital when open, than by sending them to be nursed hy the peasantry; for 51. paid to the 
Foundling-hospital, left the parish free from aU further charg-es. There has been no remark 
made. as to the difference of conduct in after. life between children who have been deserted 
a.nd tbat of others. 

If de~erted ch ildren are not provided for by the parish, they must have recourse to beg­
ging as a menns of support, when on ly a few years of age. 

The practice of desertion has not decreased sint::e the closing of the Foundlioo--hospital in 
D ublin ; however. the number here is small. But it is Lhouo-ht that the numbe~ of bnstards.. 
has increased b tteriy. co 
- The commiltee of the mendicity affords relief to many children Dot commg within the 
Act of Parliament, and the parish occasionally assists some, and would wish to have a dis­
c~etionary power of relieving others by paying fo r their nursing, &c. at farmers' houses, or 
With the poor and well conducted relatlves, under the superintendence of curates or ' 
oYerseen;. 
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P erso'm who attended the Examination. 

Mr. J. CUldllING, fanner.-ncv. Mr. DENVIn, pnrish priest.--Rev. J . DUNSEA'I"ff, protestant curate. 
_The Very Rev. Dean GREEN.-M r. n. H AMILTON, farmeT._ Mr. W. H OPKINS, farmer._ 
GEORGE I·I uT'CIllNSON, esq., J. p.-·Dr. M OOn.E.- CIfARLES O'HARA, esq., J. F.- Mr. W.Onn, 
shopkeeper.-M r. S. PEnnY, farmcr._ Surgeon H£YNOLDs.- Mr. R. ROWAN, farmer._Surgeon 
TAYLou.-Mr. n. TIIO~II'SON. farmer._Mr. J. TUOMPSON, shopkeeper.-Dr. TnOMPSON._ 

1\1r. J. WllIT£, shopkceper.-}lolice, lnbourers, &c. 

Appcncli" CA.) 

DESERTED A.~D 
ORPHAN 

CliLLDR£N' . 

Ulster, 
County Antrim. 

EumillRti"nl taken by 
C. W. Borrell, Esq . 
J .. nlell l'eeblC!. Lq. 

p(lri~h BaIlYlfloney. 
THER E is scarcely any perceptib1e increase or decrease in the number of desertions . The Bar. Upper Dunluet:. 

a\'erDtTC number for each of the th ree last years is three. The number at prescot in t he ___ _ 
parish is four j they are supP?sed to l1e illegitin~ :l.te, with th: exception o f h~o, one of 
which was taken up by the paflsh at the age of eight y ears, bemg descrted by tts parents. 
and the other at the age of six years, being an orph an. No instances are known of deserted 
children havin~ perished be.f~re their d i ~cove.ry. It.is notconside,red I?ossible for th e work . 
in '" classes to lay up a pro\,ISton for their children, In th e event o t thet r decease before the 
children would be able to eam ,for themselves; it is seldom ~ttemptcd. from its appal'ent 
im practicabili ty. There are no Instances known of orphans bemg supported by reuular pri-
vate contrib utions or religious ol'ders. None but children who ure deserted und:r the age 
of 12 months are supposed to be included in t he provi sion made by law; but this is not 
strictly adhered to . There are no presentments obtained at the assizes; i t is not necessary 
t o apply for them, as the parish has always assessed i tself for the main tenance of children 
deserted under 1 Z months of age . 

The churchwardens always take charge of deserted children, and have them put out to 
nurse, generally to women residing in the parish. who receive 5 1. late Irish currency annu­
ally, levied by an assessment on lands and houses, according to tbeir value. The children 
are produced yearly at the vestry, and arc occasionally visited by t he churchwarde ns . 

They are not supposed, in any instance, to have been neglected. The distribution of the 
funds by the churchwardens gives general satisfaction. There is no foundling-hospital. 
No remark has been made as t o whetner the chilcl ren thus reared h ave turn ed out better or 
worse than the children of the peasantry in general. Apprentice fees have been given occa­
sionally. A preference was ~i ven to the nursing of children in the houses of peasantry, as 
being more conducive to th eir hea.lth and general strength than being brought up in an 
institution. It is more expensive to provide for chi ldren in a fo undling-hospital than by 
sending them t o he nursed by th e wives of peasantry. .'No comparative remark has been 
made between the cond uct in after-life of those who had been deserted when young a nd 
other chihlren. They very seldom beg after they are a few years of age. even when not pro· 
vided for by the pari~h. No children of this parish are supported by the P rotestant Orphan 
Society. I t is not supposed that takin O' charge of deserted chi ldren has the effect of 
increasing the number of desertions . De~ertio\l. h as rather d ecreased, owing more t o th e 
vigilance of the parochial au thorities in making search a fter the mother. than to th e closing 
of the D ublin Foundling.llOspital. 

It is considered ad visable that the assessment now made for children dese rted under 1!1 

months of age only, be extended to orphans, and give support to all children who would be 
obliged to solicit alms under the present system. 

P ersons who attended tlie Examination. 

H UGlf ANDERSON. es.q.- Rev. JAMES BOYLE, presbyterian minister._Mr. R. DUNLOP, surgeon of -------
dispensnry._Rev. H UGH fJA!roIILL. presbyterian minister. - Mr. R. R UEY. farmer.-Mr. S. JOHN- Parish Billy. 
STON, farmer.-Mr. A. :MACAW, surgeon Gnu apothecnry.- Mr. W . M'.MULL:EN, grocer.-JAME~ Bar.UpptrDunluct. 
STEWAR.D MOOR£, esq'J mngistrate.-Rev. JAMES :MOREWOOD, r ector of D unluce.-Rev. J.-u.I'ES ----- -­
O'HARA, parish curflte of Drumseverick.- Mr. ll. ST£wARn, draper.-W. R. TAYLOR, grocer._ 
1\1r. JAliES W ALLACE, baker.- Several of the police, &c. &c . 

. T nERE were two deserted this year, and none d~ ring ~he preceding three yenrs;, the cau se 
18 unknown j but they are mostly thoua-ht to be dleulttmate. They seldom. perish before 
they are discovered . None are brous,ht up by any r~l i.nous orders; and the poorer classes 
do Jlot put to nurse those deserted children. The laws ror provid ing for deserted children 
are the same here as stated. in the parish of Drumau1. The statute being confined to such. is 
the reason of t he parish supporting de·serted cbildren only. Tbey are P':lt out to nUl10e 
by the churchwardens. and g iven to women residen t in th e parish. They are occasionally 
b~ought to the ch urchwardens, and at Easter to the vestry. The general lImit of th e expen­
dlture,on each child is 51. late Irish currency. The statute mentions tbe fund to defray 
such expense. No discon tent towards the churchwardens, on this head, has e ver prevailed. 
There is no foundling-hospital in the parish. T he children nursed by the country people 
gene~y become labourers or farm servants. T he opini on here is strong against collecting 
the chtldren in an insti tut ion. Several gentlemen stated l from experience. tha t the children 

0·5. F reared 
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DESERTED .nm 
Oal'JI,\N 

CHILDREN. 

Ul~ter, 
County Antrim. 

Eraminatiolls taken by 
C. W. Bonett, Esq. 
J lUIles Pceble5. Esq. 

Parish Billy. 
Bar. Upper 
Dunfuce. 

renred in a nei.ghbourinO' charter school were much less healt}IY and worse conducted than 
the deserted children b~lIght up in the families of small fanners; that the expense 'was 
much greater; and that a great disinclination to employ them prevailed, owing to their 
beiug without any experience of the wants and difficulties of Ulose in their own proper 
stati.ons. A foundlinO'-hospital is considered morc expensive than putting them to nurse 
with the peasantry. e>lt is not known whether the mortality is greater in a foundling. 
hospital th~n amono- those put to nurse. It is thought that the practice of taking charge of 
deserted children l~ads to their desertion j and therefore precautions are taken to guard 
against it, and to pursue the mothers. The practice has decreased since the Dublin Found­
litw-hospital has closed. All agree that not only deserted but helpless children of every 
de:cription should be taken under the care of the pal'ish, if the law permitted, which at 
present it does not. 

Persons who attended tIll! Examination. 

------- Mr. DANIU BLAIR, merchnnt.--WILLlAM BUltLEIGH, esq., mngistratc.-Rev. Mr. CARTER, pro­
Parish Carrick­

ftrgus. 
Town of Carrick­

fergus. 

Parish Dnmzaul, 
including town of 

Randaist01£'1l. 

Bar. Upper Toame. 

testant curate._Mr. JOHN COATES, secret:l.ry to the grand jury, county Antrim.-Admiral D,\WSON. 

_ Mr. SA)tUEL ERSlI.'1NE.-Rev. Mr. FLINTEll., independent minister.-Dr. FORSYTfl, physician to 
the dispensary.-Rev. An.TllUR O'NEILL, parish priest.-Rev_ Mr. PAUL, presbyterian minister._ 
Mr. PRIc£.-Captain ROWAN, late inspector of county Antrim gnol._Mr. GEORGE Sl'EAR, trea-
surer to the mendicity.-W1LLlAU STEWA&T, esq., magistrate._Mr. WILLIA~I STEWART, sur­
geon. 

DESERTED children are generally supposed to be illegitimate; their support does not 
come upon the parish, except when deserted under 12 months of age, and then they are 
taken care of by the overseers; their maintenance is only provided, the overseers not re­
garding it as their duty to provide for their education. The greatest sum that has been 
le\,ied on the parish for the maint~nance of a child is 2 s. per week, or 51. 4 s. per annum_ 
There has been no change observed in the annual number of desertions; there are four sup­
ported by the parish at present. There are very few instances of deserted ch ildren perishing 
before they were discovered. 

Considering the present state of labour and rates of wages, it is deemed quite impracticable 
for the working classes to make provision Jor their children in the event of their becoming 
orphans; it is seldom attempted. There is no savin&,s' bank in this district. Orphans 
are not supported by private contribntions or by religmus orders, There are no ch ildren 
in th is parish under the protection of the Protestant Orphan. Society. There has been no 
maintenance obtained by presentment from the assizes for either deserted children or 
orphans. 1 

Those deserted who are supported by the parish are put out to nurse to women in. the 
parish, and are visited by the overseers; they are sufficiently provided with every lhing but 
education, and are brought to be viewed by the churchwardens and parishioners at the 
Easter ,·estry. The fund is procured by statutory parochial assessment; its distribution, by 
the churchwardens, and gives geneml satisfactIOn, except that no education is provided. 
No children have ever been sent from this parish to a foundling-hospital. 

The mental improvement of children put out to nurse with the country people is not much 
attemled to j still it is believed that children put out to nurse are better initiated in the 
difficulties of life than those who are maintained in institutions; they are stated to be 
grievously neglected in point of education. The expense of pntting children out to nurse is 
not so great as it is generally supposed. that tbe expense of an institution would be. No 
difference has been observed between the course in after life of those who had been deserted 
in infancy and others. If not provided for by the parish, they must beg as soon as they are 
able to ask alms. The taking charge of deserted cllildren is not supposed to increase the 
number of desertions. No decrease has taken place since the closing of the Foundling. 
hospital in Dublin. It is considered desirable that deserted children should be provided for, 
c"en if illegitimacy were increased by the provision. 

Persons who at/ended the Exami,lat;on. 

Mr. ADAMS, coach proprietor.-Mr. JORN BnoWN, merchant.-Mr. J OllN BnySoN, gentleman.­
l\-lr. COLE, clerk of petty sessions.-Mr. COOPER, innke~per.- ---COURTNY,esq .• under-agent 
of Earl O'NeiJ._Mr. THOMAS COtmT~Y, boot-maker.~Mr. J,un:s Cn..UG, manufacturer.­
Rev. _ CUROE, parish priest._ Rev, SAM1IEI. HEATLY, vicnr._Mt·. HENDERSO~, fnrmer.-· 
Mr. M'AuLEY, innkeeper._Dr. l\:l'KEoN, apothecmy, &c.-Rev. THOM.\! REID, seceding 
minister.-Mr. ROlliNSON, cotton mtlnufllcturer._ Dr. REESON, surgeon of dispensary.-Mr. 
TaoMAS SWAli, grocer. . . 

THE number of deserted children now in the parish list is 25. It is uot known whether 
they are ill e(J"i~tima.te or rl:ot. When ~eserted, they ~re generally, a~most invariably, so placed 
~s not to be lable"to petlsh before discovery, Here the constructiOn put on the only statu~e ,. 
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is very wide, allo ~ing aid to deserted chi1~ ren even when above three or four years old at 
the time of desertion, and some orphans, III the case of cholera, were afte r the aae of 12 

mont.hs received on the parish under th is statute, though contrary to this statute, b;t it was 
not so considered by the parish. 

The ~cnera1ity of mechal~ics lU10"ht make ,R provision for t heir children in the event of 
their belD" left orphans, willie unable to provide for themselves, but labourers could not. 
There is n~ legal prov ision for mere cl'phans if not d"esel'ted, nor is there any private sub­
scription fund from which r.elief has been afforded to them. There are no religious orders 
here who shelter orphans. 

Those deserted children who are supported by the parish are under the superintendence 
of the churchwardens, who put them out to nurse to women in the parish, and inspect 
them yearly. The ~um expended .on such child is limited to ~bout the. amount of the cost 
of nursing. decreasm~ as the. chll~ becomes capable. of workmg, at eight years old, and 
ceasing at twelve. The fund IS Trused from the pal'lsh by assessment, and presentments 
from the assizes are not found requisite. The churchwardens h ave never been found guilty 
of peculation ; nor is there any discontent with respect to the manner in which they bave 
manno-ed the fu nd. There is n~ funcl for apprentiCl~g them to trades, and they generally, 
if miles, b ecome lahourers, and If females, go to serVlce. They frequently become so much 
endeared to t heir nurses that they are unwilling to let them part from them. Th ere exjsts 
a strong opinion in favour of their being brough t up by nurses, with whom they are more 
habituated with the common concerns of life, g ro\v up more healthy, and are less liable to 
be conllpted by ev il associates, such as are generally collected in an institution. Many in. 
stances have occuned of such children having been adopted and provided for by their 
nurses . 

There is now no foundling-hospital to which deserted children may be sent. The sum 
paid to the D llblin Foundling-hospital was 5l., and 30s. was paid for conveying the child 
up, bein6 in all 61. l OS.; whereas the present is an annual continuing charge. The conduct 
of deserted ch ildren who were nursed by countrywomen is equally as good ns that of other 
children, and is generally satisfactory. No comparison has been made betwecll the mOf­

talityamongst children who had been sent to the foundling-hospital and those sent out 
to nurse. 

The practice of desertion has not decreased since the closing of the D ublin Foundling. 
hospit.al. It is not considered that maintaining deserted children has the effect of encouraging 
deseltlOn. 

The practice approved of by thi s pari ~h, namely, the provid ing for children deserted 
at the age of four years, when the law allows a provision only for those who are deserted 
under the age of 1 2 months, warrants the conclusion that some further legislative inter­
ference is generally considered desirable. 

Persons who attended the Examination. 

AppendilC (A.) 
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CRILDlt£N. 

Ulster, 
Counly Antrim. 

uo.minatiotl, lakeD by 
C. W. Bon et!. Esq. 
J llmes Peebles, Esq. 

Parish Drllma.ul, 
including town of 

Ralldalslown. 
Bar. Upper Toome. 

Rev. N. At.EXANDER, presuytel'ian minister._Hev. D ANlEt. BELL, protestant cuate.-l\:!r. JOHN _ _____ _ 

H OWE, cotton manufacturer.-Mr. J OlIN lIf. J OHNSTON, grocer and fnrmer._Rev. WILUA)f 
L ANGHnlDGl:., presbyterian minister.-Mr. WILLIAM l\'l'NtCl'., innkeeper and churchwarden.­
Mr. J .\llES MtJJtltdY, surgeon and apothccnry.-l\'Ir. JOHN Sl!.PTON, inokceper nod farmeL- And 
6everal otllers who were vi8ited and conv.er~ed with, by Assistant Commissioners. 

THER'R was only one deserted child in the parish at the time of visiting, and, with that 
ex:epti~n, none for the last three years. They have decreased , but the cause is unknown. 
ThiS child is supposed to be illegitimate. No children have been known to perish before 
they were discovered, as before stated . Considering the rate ofwa~es, it is scarcely possible 
fo r the labourers to save any part of their earnings ; but mechamcs might. There are no 
funds here arising from contributions; but when necessary, in the case of a deserted child, 
a ~um is assessed on the parish, according to the Act of .P.arliament and the age of the 
chl~d ; none are sheltered or broup'ht up by any of the rehglOus orders, nor are any sub-­
SC~lptions made by the poorer class~s for the pnrpose of putting such children to nurse. The 
children who come under the meaning of the laws are those deserted under 1'2 months 
old; for these a sum not exceeding 5 1. late currency, as assessed 1n each year, accordin~ to 
the statute; but there are no presentments obtained from the assizes for their support. fhe 
c~ur~hward en8 do not take charge of deserted or orphan children, except wheE. coming 
\vUhm the provisiollS of the statute, by which deserted children only are provided for ; these 
are put out to nurse by the churchwardens, and have not been known to be neglected .when 
se~t ~r0':ll under the inspection of the parochial a.uthorities . The expenditure upon each 
clnld IS limited to 5 1. Irisll, annually, which is flI.ised by parochial assessment. The church· 
wa~dens have never been found guilty of peculation. There is no foundling-hospital in the 
t STlSh. The children who are put to nurse with the count ry people generally become la-

ourers. It is not known, but it is the opinion, that the children nursed by the country 
pe~ple would b~come more useful members of society than those brought up in an insti .. 
tutlO? Formerly 51. paid all expense in sending a child to the Foundling~hospital in 
D ubhn; now, an annual maintenance is provided. There bas not been any remark made as 
to whetber the habits of those deserted children, or other children, are better or worse. 
~ F' N~ 

Parishes of Gle~ 
f.!aog Union. 

Bar. Upper !lta.ua. 
reenc. 
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C. W. Borreu, 1::!t!. 
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Parishes (of K irfrn i -

None are supported by protestant or orphan societ~es . '~hen the hospital in Dublin was 
open the number of desertions was greater. There IS no eVidence as to whether any furthe r 
interference on the part of the Legislature. i~ considered desirable for the protection of 
deselted children, or whether the general oplmon of all classes favors the present system. 

P ersons who attended tile Examinatioll. 

ri,!ia and Ballyclug, J om. BUCK, surgcon._JosEPll CRAIG, shopkeeper.-Rev. HENRY CUMMING, rector of Dnllyclug. 
includi ng Town of _GEORGE DUGAY, shopkeeper.-WILLlAlI GEHAN, Esq., magistrate, nnd agent to the Ballymcna 

B aliglllt!tlG. estate.-Rev. CLARK HUSTON, covenan.ting minister._Rcv. BERNARD l\'l'AULY, parish priest._ 
Bar. L owtT 7'tXlm~. AItTJlUR M,\GILL, shopkeeper.-JOHx PATRICK, sur~on._Re\'. ALEXANDER PATI'£RSON, pres­

byterian ministcr.-JoIni Ross, surgeon.-Rev. \VILLUli STANHOPE, presbyterian minister._ 
JOHN TELI..ET, shop,keeper.-JoHNWATSON, shopkeeper.-JoHN WILSON, fnrmer._Dr. YOUNG.­
Together with a large number of farmer£l, Jn~ourcrs, police, &c. 

Parishes or Lartl~, 
part of lnurmore, 

and partof III'lJerbt!!I ' 
n:lIoniu of Lower 
Glcna.rn& Ilnd Upper 

Bdfa.st. 

FOR the last three years there has been no change in the average number of yearly de­
sertions. There are at present seven such supported by the parish j they are supposed to be 
illegitimate. No instance is remembered in which a child perished before it was discovered. 
It IS not in the power of the working classes to prov ide a maintenance for their orphan 
familie.iJ in the event of their death occurring before the children had arrived to manhood. 
Success is improbable where a provision is attempted against old age j much more so where 
a provision is attempted for II whole family, and by an individual who does not live to an old 
age. Orphans were occasionally provided fo r by.assessment until the last two years, when 
assessment was restricted to children deserted unde r 1'2 months of age, agreeably to the 
statute. Orphans have occasionally been taken up by individuals out of sympalhy j none 
of the witnesses present knew of a subscription having been raised either among the richer 
or .poorer classes for the support of orphans: The churchwardens take char~e of deserted 
children, and put them out to nurse, fo r Whlch· purpose the most well deservlDg and moral 
families have been selected, and generally persons residing in the pari sh. T he Rev . Mr. 
\Varb observed, that deserted children always t urned out well for this reason; they ,,·ere 
brought up by persons selected for their good conduct, and had uni formly been industriouii, 
and a~uitted themselves well in service, to which they were put out as soon as they were of 
a suffiCient age. They are produced yearly at vestry, when inquiries are made concerning 
their education, the care taken of them, &.C. 

Six poun ds sterling is the greatest sum that has been assessed on the parish annually for 
each child . The churchwardens have always so managed these funds as to give no reason 
for complaint. There is no experience of an institution in the parish, but the general opinion 
is. that child ren are better educated in an institution, and brought up with more cleanly 
11abits j but that acquaintance with life is best learned by an education ill some poor 
family j it is also thought that they would be much stronger and more healthy. Whether 
it is more expensi\'e to provide for deserted children, by putting them out to nurse or to 
send them to a foundling-hospital, depends altogether on what t he institution is, and how 
it is managed. 'Vbere there is no legal provision for children deserted after II certain aue, 
t hey are forced to subsist on charity. A decrease has been observed in the number of des;r­
tions since the closing of the Foundling-hospital in Dublin j it is attributed to the viuilant 
investigation which is now made lO discover the mother of a dese rted child. .. 

Thc opinion of the parish is favourable to an assessment for the maintenance of all poor 
children, who have no other means of support than the alms of t he charitable. 

P ersollS who attended the Examination. 

Rev. Mr. AUX.'UWR, presbyterian minister._1\fr. ATKINSON", treasurer of the l\-!endicity.-AncH I­
BALD BAllcLlE, esq.- Dr. DLAIn.- R. BURKE, esq.-Rev. l\"1r. l\1'CLOUG RY, secediog mioister.­
SOLQ;UOY D .. \Ilcus, esq., clerk of the peace.- l\Ir. GAIlCR, shopkeeper.- Rev. S. GUY NNE, protest. 
not rector._ Dr. KIRKP.1..TAICK.-l\hLCOLM M'NEILL, esq.-Rev. 1\'1r. MOLYNEAUX, presbyterian 
mini~ter.-Rev. Mr. POll.TER, presbyterian minister._ Mr. ROBINSON, farmer._ Mr. Sl.lIPSON.­
~lr. Sl'ollJ.EY.-Mr. TURNER, shopkeeper._Rev. Mr. WA"RD, presbyterian minister, &c. &c. 

TH E number of deserted children nOw supported by the parish is three; their parents are 
not kllown; and they are supposed to be illegilimate. Labourers could not provide for their 
children in the event of their becoming orphans; the littlerrobability of success discourages 
the attempt. If the child be deserted under 12 months 0 age, 51. late Irish currency each 
annually is levied on the parish: this provision is found to be quite sufficient. 1'hey are 
put out to nurse by the churchwardens, who have the selection of the nurses, and frequently­
visit them. The children are produced yearly at the vestry meeting, and inquiries are made 
as to their education, morals, the care taken of them, &c. . 

Children 
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Children used to be sent to the.Found1ing-hosp~tal in D .uh1i.11 b~rore the c losio lT of that 
. titution. The opin ion of the Witnesses was agamst such Institutions; they feare8 that the 
l:l~ ldren would corrupt one anoth er, and a t the same time be left unacqua.inted with the vicis­
t:. ~1 des of life and the exertions necessary fo r them to make in order t.o support themselves 
i,I Uhonest industry. The expense of providing for a child in an institutioll is perhaps less 
t6an sending it out to nurse. There is no ins~ance known of deserte~ ch~l (~ren being forc~d 
t dapt beguina as a means of su pport. It IS not thought that mamt:l.lnmg deserted c1nl­
u~e~ encourage:' the practi.ce of desert.ion! and the witn~sses are of opinion thnt. a power 
h ld be O'jvctl to the p:l.rIsh of assessing Itself for the mamtenance of deserted children of 

:n:r~ tha.n ~ z months of age ... At present a. deserted child, if more than 1 2 months old, has 
110 other resource than mendicity . . 

Persons who attended the Examination. 

Mr. Cllil.RLts nLAClC, farmer.-Rev. l\fARCuS FALLOON, rector. - Mr. A. HAMILTON, \voollcn­
draper._WILLlAli H AUOHTOY, esq.-.Mr. D. lI'l'AuISTER, publican.-Mr. D. M'ALLlsTlm, 
woollen-drapcl'.- Mr. JAMES f't'l'AULEV, publicnn._Dr. M'DoNALn, dispensary surgeo n._ Au.x_ 
ANDER. ~l 'nONSELL, esq.- Rev. Jom~ M'KtKNA, parish priest, &c. &c. 

Tan number of orphans in the parish is not ascertained . The prnctice of deserting chil­
dren never existed here to any considerable extent, nor have any been deserted for the last 
tnree years. It is ~~nsidered .that the present. wag,es of t1~e labouring cJasse~ would !lot 
admit of their prov ldmg a mamtenance for thei r cluldren, III the event of thetr becommg 
orphans. 

P ersons who 'attended the &amillatio7l. 

H ENDERSON DLACK, esq., magistrntc.-Mr. EDWARD BOLTOY, treo..surer of charitable society.- Rev. 
R. BlLt DGE, protcstnnt curnte.-WILLIA)( CALDBECK, esq., sheriff county Down.-Mr. ROBERT 
M'C.u.L, one of the commissioners of charity liociety ...... WlLLlAlIf COULSON, esq., diaper m!lnu­
facturer.- l\Ir. SAl.LUEL GAMBLE, present churchwurden.-Mr. JOIr.f GILLBURN, groce r and 
huckster.- Rev. A. HEND ERSON, presbyterian ministcr.- Ev\I'ARD l OUt-'STON, esq" magistrate.­
WILLHM MONTGOM Ell Y, farmer, Ballinderry._ lolIN !HOOYEV, publican and farmer._ l'vIt-. FR,\NCIS 
Q'FLAIIF.IlTY, clerk of petty sessions.- Mr. J onN- R EAD, late churcllwnrden.-Rev. H. SMITH, 
roman ·cntholic c1ergyman,-The very R:ev. J AMES SXANNUS, dean of ROss.-Mr. JAMES WARD, 
secretary to charitnble society.-THOMAS \V1TllERED, surgeon and apotbecary.- With many 
oth ers in conversation. 

AT the time of visi ting there we re 16 deserted children on the parish altogether supported, 
and about six others who received partial relief from the Charitable Society; the average 
number remaining charged on the parish in each of the three last years was 19. The num~ 
bers are supposed to have decreased ; a nightly watch having been lately established is pro­
bably the cause . These children are mostly ill egitimate, and have been deserted to get rid 
Qr discovery, or the burthcn of supporting them . ' 
. COllsiderinO' the present wages of the working classes, parents might provide for child ren 
In the even t o~ their becoming orphans; some do so, but intemperance chiefly, combined with 
other mismanagement, prevents tbem so ·doing. 
T~e law allows an assessment on the parish of 5 l. each for deserted children, and hitherto 

no difficulty h.a~ arisen here in this respect. Tilere are no such. children slleltered or. brought 
'up by any religiOUS ord ers j nOl" do the poorer classes subscn be to put those children to 
nurse who are deserted in the parish. 

The ch ildren who come within the Act of Parliament are those whose parents have de­
serted, t hem, or have died while they were under the age of 1 '2 months; hut the church­
wardens here take care of all orphans under 1 2 years of age. 

There at'e no presentments obtained here from the assizes for the maintenance of deserted 
and orphan children j but the chu rchwardens take care of them in th e cases above men­
tioned , by whom they are put out to nurse with the women of the parish and of good cba­
:racter. No cases of neglect have occurred. 

~h e.re ~r~ inspectors appointed by the parochial authorities. The expendi,ture upon each 
chLld IS hmlted to about 5t. late Irish currency, annually. The fund froUl WhlC~ the church­
wardens d raw fol' the maintenance is raised by assessment under the A ct of ParluLlneot; and 
there h as been no reason to find fault with the distribution of this fund by the churchwardens, 
nor has there been any instance of peculation. 

There is no foundling-bospital in the parish . The children nursed by the country p eople 
are generally apprenticed with out fee. There is no difference observed as to the morals,&c. 
of ~e children reared in the country and those brought up in the Charitable Society's 1n80-
.tutlOn, both being carefully educated; and there is no d ifference made by the managers of 
I 0.5.. 1'3 . the 
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the institution in question between infants whose pa.rents a.re dead and those whose parents 
are not known. 

The children iu the Charitable Society'S house are well attended to, and are equal to those 
put to nurse amongst the peas~ntry. . . 

In providing for deserted children, the expense IS .t~e same all th~ pIau stated. by puttmg 
them to nurse with the peasantry. and that of provldmg for them In the house of the Cha­
ritable Society. 

The habit s~in after life of tbose who were deserted in childhood and those of othel' children 
are the same, as the education is similar. 

T ht!re has not been observed any greater mortality among~t those who ~ere f~rmel"1y ~ellt 
to a foundling~bospital tha~ those ~etlt .to nurs~. The practJce of desertmg children smce 
the closio!? of the Foundhn~.hosrlta ( In Dll~ltn has d~crensed ten to one. .A.t;;, to whether 
future leO'lslative influence IS uel1erally considered desirable for the protectIOn of deserted 
child ren, ~\'e arc of opinion, the l aw w~uld be improv~ if some provision could b~ made for 
orphans generally. and a more:benefic13.l and extenSIve one for the deserted children, and 
not confining the relief, as at present, to those exposed under 12 months old . 

P ersons wIlD attended thc Examination. 

Dr. llOYD.-Rev. Mr. Cnu.lt.Y, rector.-Mr. W U.LIAM HILL, shopkeeper._ Dr. KNox.-Rev. 
SAMUE.L Lyu:, presbyterian minister.-Mr. SAMUEL 11'ALLlSTER., shopkecpcr.- CnARLES 
M'GJ..LDOWNEY, esq., J . P.-ALE..XA.NDF..R M'NEILL, J . P.- ALEXANDER .MlLLER, esq.- Dr. O'NEIL. 
- Mr. G OOn.GE SAMPSON, farmer. 

Tn ER E were not, at the time of visiting, any deserted children in the parish j two had been 
deserted within the last three years, but the parish had got rid of both by a voluntary assign­
ment of 10l. each. paid to a person who has promised to bring them up for that sum. 
Deserted children are supposed to be generally ~llegitimate; they have .nevel· be~n know n ~o 
perish before they were discovered, The workmg class could not possibly provide for their 
orphans, it is therefore never attempted . Children under I Z . months of age alone are 
admitted to come under the statute; one of those, however, mentioned above was four years 
old; fo r this case, in fact, the whole assessmen t and mode of provision was contrary to the 
statute, The children have never been vis ited by the parochie.1 authorities or produced at 
vestry. nor has any inquiry been ever made about them. Therc has been no experience as 
to the comparative benefits of an institution. The closing of the D ublin Foundling-hospital 
has not been observed to make any change in the number of deserted children. A prOVision 
for the impoten t is thought to be pal·ttcularly desirable, inasmuch as it involves no fear of 
any evil consequences. In this the maintenance of deserted cbi ld ren of all ages, orphans, &c., 
i s lUcluded. 

P enolls tUllO attended the E xaminatioIJ. 

TnOll.A5 B"R.OI"lIIB, esq., magistrate.- Rev. Wn.LtAM DICKSON, rcctor.- Mr. ROBE-R.T ELDER, 
l 'arish R esliarkin , scboolrnnster._ Mr. ROBERT GREEN, fnrmer.-Rev. Mr. HAlIIILTON, presbyterian minister.-
Bar. KikollT»O.Y. PATRICK H ENRY. farmer and shopkeeper.-PAtlL HENRY, farmer and shopkeeper,- EDwARD 

K ELLY, farmer Rnd shopkeeper.- Mlcn,uL KELLY, farmer and shopkeeper.- JoHN M'CULLOCH, 
farmernnJ shopkeeper. - JoAN 11'KJNUV, farmer and shopkeeper.-Rev. p . M'MuLLEN, parish 
priest.-l\Ir. JOlUt M. W .-\TER.S, late church\varden._ JOIIN ScoTr, farmer and sbopkeeper._ M r. 
J AMES SllYTH, mrmer. - Rev. Mr. WALLACE, presbyterian minister. 

AT present there are no deserted children supported by the parish. The number of 
deserted children. on an average of three years, within t he parish, is three. M others prefer 
nursing and supporting their own children. An instance was stated of an illegitimate child 
baving been deserted by its mother, and put to nurse in the neighbourhood. by the church~ 
wardcns. at the wages of 1 1. per annum; it was shortly after t aken away by its mother, who 
has gone to reside or beg elsewhere . Deserted children very seldom perish before they are 
discovered. 

The opinion amonO' the witnesses was, that many of the small farmers were in El. worse 
condition than the labourers; and some seemed to think that the labourers might make 
m ore exertions to lay up a provision for their families, after their own death, than they do. 
T here are no private subscription funds mised among either the rich or poor for the support 
-of orphans j nor are there any brought up by religious orders. 
. The statute is strictly construed here. as also in most other places, by confining the parish 
l'eliefto cbi!dren deserted under the age of 1 Z months; but the statutewllS inonecaseoforphnns. 
by consent, supposed to allow a provision fo r them, though not deserted under 12. months of 
-age; and a sum of 10 l. was voted for each of them, by way of two years' maintenance. 
Those few who have been deserted in the parish have been put out to nurse in this , pa.rish, 
and visited by the parochial authorities. . 

The 
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The sum granted for the support of each child has not exceeded 4 / , yearly, except in the 
case of the two orphans. 

The churchwardens give general satisfaction ill the disposal of the funds entrusted to their 
munaO'ement. There is no foundling-hospitalllOW to which deserted children may be sent. 
Thertis no experience in this parish as to how children brought up in institutions turn out 
in aftcl'-life' those nursed by the country people generally become labourers Or weavers. I t 
is not kllow~ whether the expense of sending them to a foundling-hospital would be greater 
or less than that of putting tbem out to norse. . 

No difference bas been remarked between the general conduct, when arrived at manhood, 
of those who had been deserted in childhood, and other persons. 

Children deserted after 12 months of age are not takeu care of by the parish. and nre 
obliaed to beg. The Protestant Orphan Society does not take charge of any children in 

o . h this pans • 
It is generally thou,~ht that maintaining descrted children gives encouragement to the 

system, and has ths eHect ~f increa~illg the number of desertions. Desertion has greatly 
decreased since the Foundllng-hospttal was clsoed. 

The witnesses are all averse to the enactment of any new laws relating to the provision 
for deserted children. 

Persons who attended the E xamirlation. 

AIl~ndb.: (A.) 

DESElLT£D .UlJ) 

ORPHAN 

C lIILDn.l!.N. 

Ulskr, 
County Antrim. 

Enminalilltll t,ken by 
C. W. Borreu, Esq. 
Jam~ Peebles. &q. 

Parh,h R uharkin. 
Bar. KilcanUl4!1. 

Rev. Ross JEnn, rectol'.-Mr. G EODOE HALLADAN.-Mr. HANNA, clcrk to Scneseho.l of the manor. - --___ _ 
_ D. M'.AuLAy.- Rev. GEOttOI> l\PCAVOULEY, presbyterian minister.- Mr. J.un:s 1'tf'FAUL, 

grocer.- Mr. WILLIAM MARTIN, farmer •. -Rev. AU:XAliDER MONTOOlllEIlY, presbyterian minister. 
-Captllin SERVANTE, n. N._ Rev. Mr. YOUNG, parish priest, &c. &c. 

THJ;R E is but one deserted child on the parish at presen t. There bas been only one de­
serted for the last seven years. A working man, however, is now supporting a child, which 
was at fi rst put out to hIS wife to nurse, and payment promised. No payment has be!'!n 
made, but the mnn has become attached to the child, and treats it altogether as if it were 
his owo. It is considered to be impracticable for labourers to lay by so much from their 
earnings us to secure n provision for their ch ildren, if they should become orphans before 
they were sufficiently g rolVn, to earn a support for themselves; the possibility of success 
is too smnll to become an incentive to them to make the attempt. Voluntary contributions 
have been made in the parish for the support of orphans, but this has rarely occurred. 
A child is not esteemed to be included in the provision of the Act. unless it be deserted 
nnder 12 months of age j for the one deserted child that has fallen on the parish, 4l. are 
annually assessed. The churchwardens took charge of the child and put it out to nurse in 
the parish; it is produced yearly at the vestry, when all circumstances regarding its main­
tenance and education for the past year are mquired into. I t is thought that a well regu­
lated institution would be a cheaper and Ilfeferable place of euucation and mai ntennnce for 
deserted children, to the house of a poor individual who has to stru~gle with difficulties ' 
and pays little or no attention to the moral improvement of his own children, nnd probably 
would ray much less to that of a strange child . The condition of the laooul'er, and gene­
rally a the working classes is so precarious, that mortality is great among their children 
from the age of one to that of nine years, and it is not considered that the health of a 
strange chIld is likely to be so much regarded by a woman taking them to nurse as that of 
her own offspring. 

The charter schools are the chief institutioDs that have been established in I reland for the 
support anq education of such children as could not otherwise be reared j and no inference. 
can possibly be drawn from them, as to the general conduct, &c. in after-life of those who 
were brought up in them, as these were places of patronage rather t.han public utility. An 
institution under the management of the }lD.li.sh, It is thought, would have proper superin­
tendents provided and of a 6t sphere of life. The charter schools were placed under the 
care of persons taken from the better orders in life, fol' whom a competent maintenance 
was sought, rather than the furtherance of the public ends of the institution. 

It is not thoucrht that providing for deserted chi ldren causes a ~reater number of deser­
tions than there ~vould oth..erwise be. Since the closing of the Foundling-hospital, a decrease 
in the Dumber of deserted children has taken place, principally from the investigations that 
are now made to discover the mother of a deserted child . Formerly no inquiry was ms.dt::, 
now, a mother is afraid to expose her child. as detection almost always follows. 

The general opinion is, tliat every parish ought to have a. woil.house, and in th is poor 
orphans ought to be supported and educated. 

Parishes of Tick­
nJacraren. and Tem­
pleoughter, contain .. 

ing Town of 
Gltnarn8. 

Bar. Glenarns. 
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D ESI:RTED AND 
01lI' 1I.~ :S­

ClJILDlI.EN. 

Ul$ter, 
County D onegal. 

E:u.minations taken by 
P . Ji'. J uhmtonc, Esq. 
J. R. Buny, Esq. 

Parish ClondcrllOr­
lce.IJ' including town 

of Duifanaghy. 
Dar. KilmacI·cnan. 

Parisb Clonl~;gh or 
L iJford. 

Dar. Rapllt)~. 

Persolls who attended tlte Examination. 

Rev. \VULIA:l-t BATT£ltSBY, protestnr.t curate.-Mr. J. BOYLE, a smnll farmer.-Mr. JOJlN BURNS, 
farmer aIle whitesmitb.-i\lr. EDWARD CA.LL, farmer and innkeeper.-Mr. SAllUEL DI NIMOIlE, 

farmeL _ 1l!r. · RICIURD DOH ERTY, shopkeeper.-l\lr. EDWARD GAl.LAGJ-n:n., fnrmer.-Mr. 
TnOM,\S HARPER, farmcr.- Lieutennnt HARRnwTO~, royalnavy.- WILLlAM HOGAN,labourer._ 
biro JOllN IRWIN, farmer.- l\fr. CIIRISTOI'Ii EIt Kn.:o, farmcr. -Mr. DA" ID l\l' ELYORY, petty 
se;sions clerk, and agcnt to the Ard 's estate. - Rev. JOS EPH MAOEE, parish priest.-FllAKCIS, 
MAGURTY, laboure r.- Rev. S .. UIUEL i\lAIIAl'FY, retired clergyman of the established church._ 
1Ur. WILu . .u.r i\hTCHELL, farmer and enumerator of the parish. - Mr. \VILLII\M MOFFITT, farmer. _ 
I\I r. Hl'GlIO'Do~NELL, farmer and grocer._ DAKI£L 0' DO~.NELL, labourer.-JAMES RA~'KIN, M. D., 
!mrgeon of dispensary.- Re".. DAVID REID, presbyterian miuister.-lIIr. BERNARD RODEN , farmer. 
_ Lieutenant STEPIlENS, R. N., chief officer of const-guard. - Rev. CHARLES STEWAltT, rector.-
1Ur. GEOllG.!> STEWART, far fficr._W ILLlAl[ STE'VART, csq., J. P., Homhead._ Mr. JOHN ' VlLKIN­

sox, farmer. 

TH ERE are no deserted children ill the parish at present; and the latest instance remem­
bered was ]5 years ngo . 

As to the expediency of any further legislative interference for the protection of deserted 
ch ild" cn, William Stuart, J. P., says , " No case having, for a 1000" time, occurred in the 
parish, it has not been subject of consideration j but we have very ~arply looked out, and 
we make it gelleraUy known that no provision will be made for deserted children from the 
parish without a very rigorous scrutiny; and the consequence is, that we have not suffered, 
from the burden, and there has been no case of infanticlde." 

Persons who attended the Examination. 

Mr. IR\'lN AIKES, churchwarden.-::\Ir. DA~'IEL BOYLE, farmer.-Mr. H UGH BRADY, late church­
wnrtlen. -Rev. WILLIAM llROW:S-E, romnn-catholic cllTntc.-Rev. E. M. CLERKE, curate, nnd 
inspector of lifford gaol.-Mr. ASDn!.\; CLERK£., of Porthall, a gentleman farmer._ llev: JOlIN 
CIWCKET, protestant clergyman, resident in an adjacent pa!"ish.- l-ll-. JOliN GREER.> :Yo D., tl[spen­
sa ry physician, LifFord. - Rev. JAMES HOUSTON, presbytedan mi nister.-Cap tnin H UMP1IRE'l, J.l'. 

-Rev. WILUM! K~ox, rector of Clonleigh.-1II1'. \Y. l\l'CLt~TOCn SPENCER, secre tal'y to grand 
jury of county Donegal.-Rev. ARTIIUR l\l ' HUGH, parish priest. - Mr. JAMES ~fA.nAi'F'l, a farmer. 
- Mr. PATRICK SCANL.-I.N", farmer and vintne r.- lIIr. JOSE.l'lI SUARKEY, late churchwarden, a 
carpcnter. 

THERE hn"c been only two chi ldren deserted in tlll;: parish for the last five years; they 
are now supported by it. Foundlings are supposed to be illegiti mate. 'Within the pel·joel 
above referred to, there have been four instances of children found dead, under very suspici­
ous circumstances . P aren ts of t.he working classes could not possibly provide for thcir 
children in the event of their becoming orphans; it is therefore never attempted. There are 
no relicrious orders or communities by whom, in cases of desertion, children would be b rought 
up, neither do the poorer classes subscribe for them; on the contrary, they are most unwil­
ling to contribute for the support of foundlings, and the cess was, whe n the Commi.ssioners 
were there, still uncollected. Foundlings are brought, by persons near whose places they 
are picked up, to the churchwardens, who provide nurses j and if the parish at vestry fails 
or refuses to applot the expense, t.he grand jury at the next assizes, on the application of toe 
clergyman, makes an order for the payment of 51. Irish . The churchwarden invariably 
takes charge of the child ren. The parish are not compelled by law, and therefore do not 
provide for orphans. The nurses chosen are women resIdent in the parish ; and the children: 
urc taken very good care of. The clergyman ::tod ch urchwardens atLend to them. The 
maximum of expenditure on each is 51. irish. No complaints have been made of t.he distri­
bution of the money. There is no foundling-hospital. The children are generally, wherr 
they reach the aue of 13 or 14, bound out as farm servants. They have always been observed' 
to be better con~ucted than those who came from lhe Dublin Foundling-hospital, and appear 
more healthy and stronger. The "Rev. Mr. Clerke, however, observea, that he had neveI' 
known one of them turn out as well as if he had been legitimate. The Protestant Orphan 
Sociei.y does not support any of them. The practice of taking charge of deserted children' 
lIaS not been observed to lead to their desertion. The number has decreased since the 
closi.ng of the FOllUdling-hospital, 14 havi ng been once su pported by this parisb. The 
general opinion was, that any IOs titution for maintaining des~rted children would operate as 
a premium of enCOUtaO"ement to their desertionj but the Rev. Mr. Clerke greatly regretted 
the closillg of the D ublin Fonndling~bospital j and Captain Hum phries concurred with him 
in thinking that cases of infanticide were much to be feared, in consequence of it. 
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P ersons who attended tlte Examinat ion. 

J OHN' DO\,D, esq., K. c" and treasu rer of county Donegal, }. P.-JAMES COCHRANE, esq., clerk of the 
peace, coun ty Donegal.-JOIIN DEVE.NNY, a working muson.-MAll.Y DEVENNY, his daughter.­
Mr. \VILLlAM FJslllm, wine and spirit merchant._HANN'lli GALLAGUER, widow, a poor house­
kceper.- Rev. 1\Ir. GAlfBU:, dissenting minister.-Rev. 1\l r. GUlllLY, romnn-catholic curate of 
Lctterkcnny.- SAMUEI, HA LL, pnin tc l" and ch urchw!l.l"dcn .-KIT'l'Y HAGARTJl Y, widow, a poor 
beggarwomnn.-lrlr. UORERT H UNTE.R, farmer. -Il.ev. Mr. LYTLE, dissenting minister._ Righ t 
Rev. Dr. \\l'GI'ITIGAN, roman-cath olic b ishop. - Rev. Mr. NOWL AN, protestan t curate of Letter­
kenny.-SuSAN M'LAPF:EIl.TY, a blind beggarwoman.-FnJ\Ncls l\1ANSFIELD, esq., of Castlerell, ] . p . 

- Mr. ALEX .... NDER .:\! UNN, shopkeeper.-Mr. TlloYJ\s PJ\'M'EnSON, merchant.-Mr. ROBERT 
llA Ms.4.Y, fnrmer.-.1oIlN flOYD, esq, K. c., and lreasurer of county Dont:gaI, J. p.-Rcv. 1\Ir. 
SPR.ATT, pl'csbyterinn minister._ Al.EXANDER n OBERT STEW.4.R.T, esq., of Ards, J. P.-JOHN S'rEW­
ART, esq., of Rock Hill, J.P.-GEORGE STnAn', an old mendic:mt.-Wll.L1A~! 'VRAY, esq., of the 
Park, J. r . 

T HE RE have been but three deserted children here within the last two years , all of whom 
arc now supported by the parish; they are certainly illegitimate, and have been deserted by 
their mothers with a view, as is believed, to secure for them a maintenance. There haTe 
been three cases of children being found dead under very suspicious ci rcumstances. Two of 
these cases were traced by Dr. Tobin, who used to be employed by the parish for the pur­
pose, and who proved a very great check on such acts . 

W henever a deserted child is foulld it is brought to the ch urchwardens, and on affidavit 
made by the person who brings it of if;ino rance wno the parents are , the child is sent to nurse, 
and 3/. per annum levied at vestry for its support. T he churchwardens invariably take 
charge of deserted child ren, when brought to them under the above circumstances. 

The law warrants the providing for deserted children only j they are pot ou t to nurse by 
the overseers of the parish. 

Mr. Samuel Hall says they are sometimes left wi th the persons who have found them j it 
is so in two of the present cases; but when they reach the age oftbree or foul' yeats, it would 
be his wish to have them taken a,,,ny, in order to have them educated by propel' persons, 
because they are with persons who care nothing about their education. The churchwardens 
formerly drew from the parish assessment 51. for the mainte nance of each deserted child; it 
is now, however, only 31., it being impossible to levy the cess. I have been advancing my 
own moncy. I have now 50 wal'rants for several sums, varying from J ld. to 1 s. Even 
coffins they win not pay for; and we have been obl jo-cd to provide them by local voluntary 
contributions. This hostility is not confined to nny ;ect or creed . It has cost 20 l. in one 
year to send foundlings to Dublin when the hospital was open; but the practice of exposing 
them has certainly decreased since t he closing of that ins tit ution; as there is much more 
vigilance on the part of the parish, fo r the people cannot affol'd these expenses, and every 
man is therefore a guardian for the parish. 

The R ev. Mr. Nowlan, protestant curate of Letterkenny, states that no bad effects have 
been experienced by the closing of the Foundling-hospital. A difficulty is experienced in 
raising the funds for the maintenance of deserted chi ldren; but if the present law were 
enforced, it is quite sufficient. 

Persons whu attended the Examination. 
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DESERTED AND 
O ll.l'lIAY 

CU1LDll.EY. 

Ulster, 
Coun ty Donegal. 

Enl1lin~lia,, ~ lake!! by 
J'. }'. J .. hn ~ lon, E.q. 
J . n . Bltus, Elq. 

Parish COllwnll, 
including Town of 

utter-kenJlY· 
Bar. K Umacrf:1lan . 

JOliN DAmD, clerk of the petty sessions.- TuoMAs DROOI-a~, csq., Lough Esk, high sheriff of the ----- - ­
COUnty.- CA'rHERI),'E CAROLlN.-FnANclS CLARK, painter._ Mr. DILLON, innkeeper.-Mr. A. 
DIVER, postmastcr.-Rev. J OHN ELLISON, rector of Killirn nrd._Rev. RICllAltD HOll[AN, rector 
- lVI. W. LOYE, farmer.-JMdEs M'CLARKY, labourer._M. M'CORSCAD .... N, grocer.-PATRICK 
ll '1<DIAn~lID, cottier. _ ANTlIONY M'Dos)"ELL, esq.-Mr. W. M'DoNAGll, mCTchant. _ Rcv Mr. 
M'H AFPEll.TY, romnn-catholic clergyman.-.'\NNE MAGUInE.- Mr. W. l\LUtTIN, sbopkeeper.­

P ar. DOftegal and 
Killimard. 

Town ofDonegnl. 
B;.r. T!Jrhugn and 

BamlOgh. 

PATnICK MULLINS, labourer.- Dr. MULn.:£NY, diapensary surgeon.- JoHN SIIEEHAN, labourer.- - - ---- ­
Dr. SWAN, dispensary surgeon of Mount Charle5.-~I. 'f AlT, {armer._Rcv. J . TllOMPSON, parish 
minister._ And others, mendicants. 

~HE Rev. Mr, Homan stated that they had at l?resent no foundlings liupported by the 
pansh, but that. last year a trades man, who had reSided some t ime in Donegal (a stranger), 
we?t away, leavmg a boy, four years old, behind him ; t hat he made application to the last 
aSSizes, and g?t a presentment of 51. Iri sh passed to remunerate the people who are taki n'" 
care oftbe child, and .he was Dot without hopes that the parents migh t return for hiro. N~ 
cas~ was e\'cl' known, In the recollection of the oldest person, of nny deserted chi ldren having 
penshed .before they were discovered . It was P atrick Doherty'S opinion (a labourer). that 
~~ e worklOg.classes. could never provide for their children in case they were left orphans ; 

.Manyan mdustnous l abou rer," said he, " has tried to do 50, but a bad day has come~ 
distress has arisen, and the triBi ng saving has always gone." 

As to the mode of collecting the necessary funds for the maintenance of deserted chi ldren, 
the Rev. Mr. Homan remarked, that owing to the uDwillingness which has generally appeared. 

0·6· G t hroughout 



Appendix l A.) 

DES'EI~1'£D ,\.~D 

Onp.HAl' 
CHILDR"£N. 

UI~ter, 
County Donegal. 

Examinations taken by 
P. F. Johnston, E>q. 
J . R. Barry, E$q. 

Par. D onegal and 
Killi,lU1.T(i. 

Bar. Tgrhugn and 
Balmagll. 

Parish Upper and 
Lower Fallan. 

Town of BUllcrana. 
Bar. E"nis/lOwen. 

Parish I nni,skeel, 
Lower. 

Dar. of Bannagh 
and BO!Jlagh. 
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throughout the parish to contribute to the support of f?undlings (a cess which the people 
t hink i::\ in some decrree cOllnected with church cess), It would be better collected as a pal't 
of the barony cess. ~u a presentment made to the judge of assize, which has been the mode 
adopted in two places in this county. The poorer classes do n?t regularly ta~e cll~rge of 
deserted child ren; " but," said Doherty, .. th ey would do anythmg that was kltld, I~ they 
had the means ." Ch ildren who are fOll lld exposed arc taken up and se!\t to a nurse 1Il the 
parish as soon as possible: the churchwarden wou ld take care of. th e~ If any cases \~ere to 
happen; and the clergymen, as well as church warde a, would feell t then' du~y to sl~penn.tend 
the care of such chil dren. The expend iture nevel' exceeds 51. upon each child, 1 here IS no 
foundling- hospital whatever ill the parish . 

PC/'S01lS wIlD allended lite Examination, 

S.'\~IUEL B8LL, furmer.- TnOMAs BO LD RICK, c!lurchwarden, tanDcr.-JosEPH COCHRAN E, shopkeeper 
and churchwRrJen._J.\!\I£S COOLLY, spirit merchant, BanJullna.-Captain D.\ItL8Y,], P., BUIl­

(!l·un:;J.-JER'EM I.UI D£VLO" farmer and merchant tailor, Bunerana._The Rev. -- DOImn:l'Y. 
roman.cnthvlic clergyman of Clonmany parish.-The Rev. -- DOHERTY, foman-catholic cler­
gyman of Fuhan.-Co~ DOHERTY, farmel', anti collector of county Ce.;;S.- PATll.1CK DOHERTY, 
county cess collector, shopkeeper, Buncrana.-l'i\:rn.lCK DOHERTY, Long Barrack, farmer.-
1'11'. i\h CHAEL DOHERTY, rent agent, Glcn-house,-Doctor E VAN!!, surgeon of tlle dispensary.­
PATRTCK FARMER, grocer, Buncrana._ The n.e\'. 'WILLIAM HAWK!!H,\ W, rector of Upper Fahan. 
_PATR(CK KERR, innkeeper, Bandunna. -The Rev. Mr. KELLY, roman-catbolic clergyman of 
Dysertegny parish._JoIIN LA~GBREY, farmer.-Mr, M'DoIURTY, rent agent, Glen-house.· 
'VII.LT.o!.M 1I'GlI.,ITH, farmer.-The Rev. EDWARD l\fAG t NN, roman-cat1~o1ic priest.- CHAllLES Non.­
;'I lA N, esq.,]. P ., fahan.-CONSTANTIN'E O'DONNELL, clel'k of p~tty sessions. - DO:'>IlNlcK O'DON. 
NELL, Cock-hill, farmer.-PATntCK O'DONNELL, shopkeeper and farmer, Buncrana..-The Rev. 
\ VILLIAM O'DONNELL, pnrish priest of Clonm:my parish.-The Rev. I-LtMlLTOIf STEIVAn.T, rectm' 
of Lower Fahan.-Several othel' farmers and traders appeared at the meeting of the AS3istant 
Commissioners. 

THE R ev. Mr. S tewart says, there are no d eserted children supported by the parish at 
present, and that their numbers have decreased since the closing of the Foundl ing.hospital in 
Dublin. 

The Rev, Mr. Magi nn says, that there are two deserted children who arc not supported 
by the public j one of them reccives its subsis.tence by going from house to bOllse, the other 
is s upported by a collection made a t the catholic chapel. Mr. Cochrane,. churchwardeop 

says, that instances of the children being found dead are of very rare occurrence; only 
three such within the last three years, and it is impossible to say whether they w.~re deserted 
or not . 

H e also says, that a labourer, if he ha'l"e more than one or two childre n, cannot make any 
provision for them, in the event of thei r becoming orphans, at the present ratc of waO'es . 

The same individual states, that the chl1l'chwarden of the pari sh would co nsider itllis duty 
to superintend the spiritual and temporal welfare of deserted children. 

There is no foundling-hospital for the reception of deserted children in this part of the 
country; and since the closing of the Foundling-hospital in Dublin, t he parisluoners have 
become much more vigilant and carefol than they formerly were. 

The present law relatin~ to deserted children is decidedly preferred to any fur ther legisla­
tive interference. T he evlis which have resulted from too much legislation in England on 
the subject lead the people to dread any further enactments. . 

Persons who attended the E xamination. 

CRARLE!! BonE, farmer.-The Rev. DANIF.L COYLE, roman-catholic clergyman, Inniskeel._The 
R ev. DANIEL EARLY, parish priest, Inniskeel.-ANTHONY GALLAGHER, farmer.-Mr. ALEXANDER. 
HILL, farmer.- D_O\NIEL l\f'Dlv£TT, cl erk of the petty sessions.- PATRICK l\1'SWINE, farmer.­
ROBERT RUSSELL, esq., agent to Lord Conyngham. 

THE R ev. Mr. Early said that there were no deserted children ill that district ; in fact~ 
within his recollection, which extenned back to man y years, no such event had t aken place.<¥­
Hill s tated, that if the labourers could secure regular employment at the rate of 8 d. a day, 
he thought they might be able to make some prOVIsion for their children, if their family was 
not large, in the even t of thei r being left orphans . 

• It would natural! y be inferred from th e fac t of there (lot baving been a deserted cbild, or a case of 
infanticide in the parish witllin the memory of anyone in it, that there was no occasion for ally further 
legislative interference o.D this subject. 
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Persons who attended the E :r;aminatioll. 

1\l r. W. ALLINOllAM, mcrchant.- l\"1r. BARTLEY, attorney, Dublin.-Mr, W I LLIAM BELL, publican. 
_ Doctor CRAWFORD, surgeon of the dispensnry.- S. CRAWFORD, esq., attorney.-The Rev. 
JOHN CUMMINS, parish pri est of Kilbnrron.-l\L DAVIS, e~q .• J. p,,-Rev. JOliN DtnmAR, ClIr ate 
of Innismacsaint.-'VILLIAM EmuuNE, merchnnt._Cnptain CJlARI.ES FERGUSSON, J. r.­
PATRICK GOltll.lGLE., a smaH farmer. - Thc Hev. GEORGE GRl1'l'lTII , curate of Kilbnrron.-l\1r. 
I nwIN, clerk of the petty sessions, and collector and secretary of the nnlJy~br.nnoll Mendicity.­
Rev. D . KELLY, romnn·cnlholic curate, Ki!barron.-l\Ir. P. KELLY, brewer.-Mr. J. KERRISON, 

Bundomn, innkeeper and fnl'mer._ Rev. FllA?>'CIS AI'DoNNELL, paI'ish priest, Innismacsaint._ 
1\1 r. J . ]\"I 'GOWAN, Illel'chant. -:Mr. J OHN M'GOWAN, bangbeggar to the l\'lendicity of Innishnnnon. 
- Mr. J. MORlARTny, publicnn.-Rev. Mr. RA MSAY, mman-catholic cu rate, Kilbnrron. _ lUr. 
JOHN SCO'I"I', stamp dist .. ibutor.-Doctor J. SnEIL. -SIllO~ SUElL, csq. Wnrdtown.-The Rev. 
G. NESBIT TnEDENN ICK, rector of Kilbnrron. 

THEllE arc four founcl lings at present supported by the pari sh, and one lately died; the 
average has b een about four a year. It has been observed, that the number has rather 
increased since the closi ng the F oundlill g-hospital. 

All those at prcsent in the parish are supposed to be iI!r_gitimate . There is no reason to 
believe that suc h class of children often perish from neglect. When th e uncertainty of 
employment is co nside red, it may safely be said that it is quite impossible for a labourer 
to do anythinf; more than barely to exist. Consequently, he never cnn mnke any pr0-
visioll for his Cliildren . 

The construction put upon the laws for deserted children is, that thosp. only cnn be con­
sidered such wh o have been found deserted unde r t.he nge of one yenr, and whose parents 
are not known and connot be d iscove red. When the parish refuses to rnise a fund for the 
main tenan ce of these children, it is obtained, on the npplication of the clcTlTymall, by the 
order of the judge of assize, and is raised with the county cess. There is no

o 
power to give 

paroch ial sup port to any deserted children, except to infants under 11 year old , neilht: l' of 
whose parents is known. There arc at lhllysha nnon at pl'esent two c hildren, Hu O'll and 
P atrick Fel'O"usson, living with an old woman called Susan Brown j this \\'on!an, wh~ is no 
relation to them, kee ps those chi ld l'en as n source of rrofi t: they are vcry fine interestinfJ' 
boys, abou t fOlll' and six years old, and pick up a gOO{ deal of moncy, which she generally 
gets. Sht" has been offered to havc th em taken off' her hands, but has re fused. 

There is no legal a.uthority fo r taking charge of any child ren bllt the one clMs, (i. c.) 
desel1ed children. 

They are put out to nurse by the churchwardens invariably' to women residing in the 
parish, and have generally been extremely well :lttended to. fhe churchwnrdens spe the 
children quarterly, before they pay for nursing. 

Four pounds annually is the l imit to th e expenditure on each, and itia assessed atvestt·y, 
under 7lb and 8th of Geo. 4. The churchwardens have DO power of misappropriating the 
funds. There is n o foundling-hospital whatsoe\'er to which the children can be se nt. They 
generally continue to l ive with the family by wh ich they have been I'eared, o r become fa rm 
scn'aIlls j they are extremely well taken care of, and g row up as healthily as the child ren 
of the peasantry themselves. The expense in no cnse exceeds 41. a year, WlllCh is con­
Siderably less than the cost of support formerly. It is gencrally believed that the persons 
by whom these children are nursed become attached to them, and that finally tbey become 
as it were members of the family, and continue to sh are thcir fate with out any distinction. 

There is 110 such institution known as a protestant o rphan hou se in this country. T he 
Rev. Mr. Tl'edennick observpd, that he very much fe nred that there were more cases of in­
fanticide than generally Sllppos~d, and, in that view of the quest~on, tho~ght it was to be 
regr~tted that there should eXist no such resource as the foundhng-hosp' lal to prevent so 
hOrrible a crime j but there can be no doubt, on th e otl1er lland, that such au mstitution 
furnishes facilities lhat may be considered calculated to increase immoral habits. 

P ersons wlta attended the &amillation. 

D octor ANDREWS , K illybegs.--Mr. 1'. BnooAN, farmer, Killybegs.-l\Ir. R. COltSCADDA..."f, farmer. 
-NICIIOLAS M'DOl(AOII, esq., chief constable of police._Hev. Mr. DRUMMOND, parish priest 
of Ki11ybegs aml Killaghtee.-Mr. A. GnAlIAM, churchwarden, KiUybcgs.-l\l r. A. HAAULTON, 
fn rmer._JOHN JOlJNSON, labourer.-A}.·DREw L YONS, labourer, Killybegs.- l\lr. OW£N 

l\l'Cl.OOKY, foreman and bailiff on Mr. Wm. Murray's estntc.-Mr. W. M'ENTIRE, baker._ 
Mr. J.l\1'UUGHLlN, farmer, Killybegs._ :rl'1r. R. !IPl\luLLEN, shoemaker._Mr. J. ~L"-GftATJ(, 
farmer._Mr. HUGH lII'BItIASTY, farmer. -Mr. A. l\1AG:EB, church\f'ardeD, Killybegs:.-Mr. P. 
MULlI.ANN\" bailiff on Mr. Murray's estate, Ki1Iybegs.-Mr. £ . MURRIN, publican.- Hev. G. 
STEWART, rector of Killybegs.- Rcv. CHARLES WALSH, curnte of KiIlagbtee.- M)·. J. WATSON, 
farmer, Largysallagh. 

TH ERE were no deserted children or orphans in the parish, neither had there been any 
for the last three years. The three reverend gentlemen presen t also agreed that for 13 
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years there had been no case known of a ,foundling in that parish, so tha.t the want of any 
institution for them had not been experienced, nor could any conclusion. b~ drawll from 
the discolltiuuance of the Foundling-hospit:\1 in Dublin, bu~ the gen~ral op lp lon seem~d to 
be, that while that system existed, it encouraged the desertion of children In other places, 
though not in that parish . 

Per!J1I$ «/10 ulleTlded the Examination. 

Rev. D.i.vlD BABINGTQIi". curate of Lower !'.ioville,- Mr. JOM, BAnn, innkeeper and farmer._ 
J.U.lI:.s CAMPBELL, esq., gentleman furmer.-Mr. S.U1UEL CAR:loUCUAEL, nn extensive fsrmer.­
~1 r. JOliN EA KIN, fOfluer.- Hev. CliARLE! G.-I.L\VEY, rector of Lower l\Ioville.-.1oH N h~WINE, esq., 
~l. D., surgeon of lHoville dispcnsary.-Mr. EDWAI~D LARKEY, shopkeepcr and fnrlllcr.-HuGlI 
L~LE, esq., J. P., treasurer of county Londonderry.- Mr, M' ARTH UR, Castle Carey, agent to Sir 
J\. Chichestcr, baronet.--llev. WILLI.UI iII'CAFFERTY, parish priest of Upper and Lower .!\loville. 
- Mr. J OliN" [\ I'D EVI TT, shopkeeper and farmer.-Rcv.- - l\f< DO!UGll, rom an·cntholic curate of 
Uppel' ond L owel' l\Ioville.- Rcv. Sl){ON lWLI"-ER, romnn·catholic curate of Upper and Lflwer 
Moville._Rev. STEWART ~IA RKS, carate of Upper l\loville,-l\Ir. NEIL O'DOHERTY, shopkeeper 
and farmer, Moville.-l\Ir. Hunso~ REn-OLDS, farroer.-Rev. JOHN STAI'LES, rector of UJJper 
Moville, J, 1."'. 

TH ERE is but on: fou ndlin", in both parishes. The Rev. Mr. M'Donagh states, that for 
fi ve years there has not been ~ second mstance; and the Rev. Mr. Marks, not for eight or 
t en years . I n the case alluded to, the parish refused to contribute for its support, and an 
appt=al w~s made t? th e judo-e for.a presentment,. whicl~ was o-rranted . There. is no founclling­
hospi tal III the parIsh, but (he chIld above-mentIOned IS wei attended to; Its support costs 
5l. J ri8h pel' annuOl . 

Perso1ls who attended tile Eramillation 

AKDnr.w ALLEN , farmeL_JAM:£S AR;\ISTRONG, f:mDcr.-JoBN BATTEN, shopkeeper._JoIiN 
COCHRAN, esq.,]. P., Edinmore.- Mr.CocHRAN", gentleman, elder of the presbyterian congregation. 
- HonT. CORCADDIN, furmer._ Dr. DA VIS, surgeon, dispensary ofStmnorlar._Rev. Mr. UEIln .... NEY, 
romnn.catholi c curate ofStranorlar.-Rev. Mr. DOHERTY, parish priest, Stranorlu r._D. DO}JEIlTY, 
farmer.-W ~r. FENwlcK,esq., J. p,. Raphoe.-Mr, ROD:£RT fLETCHER, fnrmer.-fo,·l r. GRrum, inn­
keeper nnd churchll'nrden.~I\'Ir. GUNNING, sen.-Mr. GUNNING, jun. shop keeper, Stranorlar.­
M r. JAllE!! H OLlII:.S, farmer.-JAMEs JOHSSTOS, esq., J. P._JOIlN KEAN. f.umer.-EnwARD KEAX. 
farmer.-Mr. RODERT KILPATRICK, farmer, Longhill.-DANIEI. Vl'1>'CfI, shopkeepcr,-Mr. E. 
i'tJ<LOUGIILT', farmcr. - Mr. ~I'MIM I NIN, shopkeeper. StranorJar.-RALPII M'KI:NLEY, fnrmer._ 
TUO:YAS MAC'oILL, shopkeeper.-Rolllm·r ROLL"£STON, shopkeeper.-i\l r. SMITll, farmer.-Mr. 
SPUR, gentleman fannel', Knockgannon. _Mr. SPENCER, farmer, Mui1indrnit._ Ucv. 1. STEEL, pres· 
byterian minister, Stranorlar.- H. SU.WART,jun. Trycallon._ADA~1 TA IT, farmer.-Mr. WILLlA)1 
WALKER, gentleman farmer, Kileordan.-Mr. W. WALKER, land·agent, D rumboe.- ComuclC 
and H ANN AH WARD, two olt! heggars. 

TH l!R E is but one deserted child sup[lorted by the parish at pre~ent j the averao-e number 
for the last ~wo years has ~eeu two. " be p~ctice o~ exposinD" c~ildren is c:r.taf'nly on the 
decrease, owmg to the closm~ of the Foundlmg.hosplt.a.l and t~le mereased Vigilance. I t is 
bel ieved that none but illegitimate children are exposed; there is no instance of a deserted 
child having rerished be~ore disco\'ere~.. I t is ~ear~y out ,;,f the question at present for a 
labourer to th mk of makmg aoy provIsIon for hIS chlldren In the event of their becoming 
orph ans. Mr. Stewart knew a fn.rm.labourer in his employment. however, who on l od. 
a d ay has saved money. though he contributes to the support of a mother and sister. No 
cases of private contributions kn~)\vn. The bishop of Raphoe was .universaUybenevolent. 
The poorer classes do not.subscnbe for th e support of deserted c1uld:cn. All foundlings 
wbose parents cannot ? c d iscovered a re taken to t1lf~ ove rseer of the pansh, whose duty is to 
take charge and prOV ide nurses for thcm; but s mce the vestry cess bas been abolis hed 
recourse has been had to the judge of assize. and this charge is amalQ"amated \vith th: 
county cess. The sum allowed by the county for the purpose is 51. only, men the Found· 
l ing-hospital was open the expense was generally much more than a year's allowance. There 
is ,o~ly one case here of n. ~el';>on who was dcs~rted in childhood of whose chamcter any 
oplOlOn can be formed, and It IS very bad. No Instance of the mode of life of those uot 
provide~ for came ullde~ observ8:tion. The prac~ice ~f taking charge of deserted' ch ildren 
ha~ deCidedly led to their dese rtIOn.; cases ,;,f thiS kmd,have decr~ased si nce the vigilance 
~hleh bas been lately adopted • . partlcularly smce the clos mg of th e FOllndling.hospi tal. It 
IS thoug~t that the present l~w If; mO~'e calculated to prevent demoralization than the former 
one. whlcb gave the Foundllng--hospltal as a resou rce and encourao-cment to t he desertion of 
~~_ 0' 
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Persom who attended the Examinat';otl. 

. Rev. Mr. ALEXANDER. r ector.-ALEXA'NOEll BAIRD, farmer, 33 acres.-JOHN DISUOP, furmcr, 30 
ncres.- Rev. Mr. BROWN, presbyterian minister._Hev. Mr. BRYCE, seceding minister.-Dr. Fut,. 
LEILTON. dispensary surgeon.- DA"ID GILMOUR, farmer, 33 ncr cs.-JAlIIEs GLASS, farm er, 40 

3cres.--- HENIlY, farmer, 16 ~ ncrcs. -TJW~lAS lWCLEAN, labourer.-- DANlEL :\iOON, former, 
100 ncres.-IhuN£\, l\tommY, farmer, and under-agent to the Ironmongers' Company.- __ 
ORR, esq. J. 1'.- _ _ OSF.J.A ~O. esq., agent to the Ironmongers' Compaoy.-Rev. Mr. nOLLES­

TOS", curate.-JoIlY WALLACE, far mer, 14 ac res. 

THERE is but one deserted child in the parish j even it cannot properly be r-anked in this 
class. This has been the onl y case of desertion which has occ urred durin g the last th ree 
years, and du ri ng ~o years there have not been m Ol"c than three 01" four instances . One 
child perished, as was generally believed, from cold; but some doubts were entertained 
whetheL' it had not been murd ered, The practice of ~esertion has greatly decreased , princi­
pally owing to the vigilance of the parish offic,e rs in det~cting the mo~her o~ the chil,d. W ith 
thc exception of one above I :! months old (whIch was re f us~d by the l;oundlmg-hospltal), the 
children have rre uerally been very young, the eldest not bemg more than two or three months 
of age. All J'eserted children al'e supposed to be illegitimate. The labourina classes aTe 
utterly unable to make any prov ision for their children. No deserted child hns :ver yet been 
presented (or at tile ass izes, the churchwardens havi ng invariably taken charge of them. 
Orphans hal'e nel'er been provided fOL" by the parish, and might therefore be compeUed to 
bea. Jt was stated, howeve r, that they were very seldom in want, being gcnerally uttended 
to by their connexions . 

.. l have never," said a labou rer, II seen the like of orphans bcgging ; their relations pro­
vide for them." Deserted children are given by th e churchwardens to nurse to women 
residi na ill the parish, who are care fully selected. j< 'J'hel'c are plenty," said Wallace, 
t< wil\i~ rr to take lhem." The ehild rcn arc vis ited once in th ree months, and exhibited at 
the Eas~ r vcstry. About 61. Irish, annually, has been the limit of the pari sh expenditure 
on each child. I\-Ir. Hen ry, when churchwarden, had given '2 8. n week to the nurse, and 
clothes for the child when rcquired, about one suit in the year. The sum was gencrally 
reduced as the child gre w up . The assessment was mnde at vestry, but assistance had 
somctimcs been givc n by the ladies of the par i::;h. No com plaints had ever been made of the 
conduct of the churchwardens. T he child ren usunlly become farm servants, and living all 
thc children of the co untry people about them, generally turn out well. As only two 
child ren from the Foundl ing-hospital had been known in this parish, no conclusion could be 
drawn as to th ei r conduct comparatively with that of tho chi ld ren nursed among the country 
people. 1\1r. Browne, however, ~ave it as his 0llillion, tha t their education, at least, was 

.frequently neglectcd . All the wL tnesses ngreed t la t the ex pen::;e of each child in all insti­
tutio n would be vp:ry much greater than the sum required for its su pport unde l' the pl'<!sent 
system. MI'. BL'Owue was inclined to believe that dese rted children usually t urn out worse 
than those of the country people around, because they were gencmlly nursed by an inferio r 
class (J f persons, who became so attached to them that they would not pnrt with them. He 
would prefer that no provision whatever should be made for deserted ch ildren. " At preSent," 
~aid be, .. the mother genemlly watchcs the child until it is taken charge of, having deserted 
It rather fmm sudden impulse than from premeditation." Mr. Orr would increase the hold 
on the father, as now the mother llbsconds, and though the father is known, t he chi ld is 
throwL! on tIle parish. He would also make the asses~mel1t voluntary, in which case all the 
witnesses agreed ill saying that tbey would wish for t he power of extending it to orphans. 

P ersom who attended the E :mmillalion. 

·D .-W ID CATlI:£R, esq., J . p.-Mr. Cou:, grocer.-Dr. D ILL, dispensary surgeon.-l\Ir. DOlJUI.TY, 
groce r. - :Mr. FonnT, farmer and ogent. _ HENRY G:n.EIR and others, labourers.-RoBERT l:htNRY, 
court·keeper._Mr. H UNTER, grocer.-Mr. LANE, solicitor.- MARcus M ' CAUSL.-I.ND, esq., 1 P . 

-SAlIUEL M'CoY, small farmer.-R cv. Mr. M'Dol'loUGII, roman·catholic curate.-l\Ir. lldoODl·, 
linendraper. - Mr. O'HAGAN, schoolmnstcr.-Hev. Mr. OLPII ERT, rector.- Mr. O'NEIL, baker.­
Rev. ,Mr. PORTER, presbyterian ministcr.- Mr. PROCTOR, grocer.- Rev. 1\1r. STEEN, presbyterian 
minister.-Mr. STEWART T .-I.TE, small farmer. 

THE number of deserted children is about fou r or five, the averaCTe being three; but some 
do ~ot get aid fro~ the pari sh. Several of those deserted here 7vere from the . adjoini.ng 

.pa,",:shes. a ni&ht's lodging in the town giving (said Mr. Olphert) a facility for leavLnga Cblld 
.In l~eu of lodgmg-money. OLle orphan is now 10 years old, and has been support.~d by the 
parrsh from the age of eight or nine. D esertion is on the decrease. All s~ch chIldren. are 

,BUpposed to be illegitimate i one orphan, however, as above mentioned, IS an except~on . 
. They never pe rish befo re discovery. The working classes, in general, could not possLbly 
provide for their orphans. There was a n instuLLce, but considered a very rare one, of 
~ ploughman, constantly emp loyed at 1 s. pel' day, who bas laid by 401. The atteOlp~ to Jay by 
IS scarcely ever made. Several orphans are supported by privnte individual.s, ~vho frequently 
.turn ou t well; but none by religious orders. T here are nO'weekly subscnptlons; but two 
respectable neighbours frequ en tly go rou nd aod collect sometimes from l OS: t o 51. They 

.have n ever, in this parish, restricted themscJvesto tak ingcbarge of children under 1 2 months 
0·5· G 3 old; 
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old j in some case.s t~cy were four or fi ve years old; and orphans were pro\o'ided for, i~l many 
cases, as deserted children. No presentment has been f?unrl. necessary, as the pansh has 
always agreed to the assessment. The churchwa.rdens mvana~ly take charge of ~ese rted 
child ren, and !>ometimes orphans, who, by the wIsh of the parish , are fl'equen tly lIlcluded 
amonU' deserted children ' and <Tifts of from It. to 21. have oftcn been made to orphan fami_ 
lies, h~villg been raised by nsse~sment on the who~e parish .. The children are put t? nu~se 
to wom en r~siding in the parish, who treat t[le~l with great kindness. An accurate lllqUl~y 
is made into the woman's character. The children have never been neglected, except In 

education. The churchwa rdens ann ually, and sometimes quarterly, inspect them, and 
occasionally visit them. The sum allotted .ror each is ab?ut 41. or st. annually, . the average 
for all beino about 8/. , whieh has been raised by paroe.hla! n.s~esslOe~t. The~e IS ~1? found­
Jing-hospitn1. The ch ~ ld ren, in ge,~el'al, become Identified WIth t hei r nurses families, ~nd 
turn out well. There 1S no o.pprentlce fund. M r. ~orte r would ~refer the system of ':1ursmg 
in countl'y famili es to any institution, as the affectl1?ns?f ~he clllidren h~ve mo re objects to 
exercise themselve~; other witnesses preferred an mstltuboll, as alfordmg the benefits of 
education. There were three cases mentioned where children, deserted in the parish, and 
supported by it, turned out well . 

M I'. Porter took a deserted child, as a servant, who had been well educated at a Sunday 
and daily school in the neighbourhood. A baronial institution woul~ be pref~rred to a n:aore 
fTe lleml one. None of the ch ildren " .. ·ho were sent to the FOllUdill!S'-h1?spltu l have slllce 
~etumed. The expense is probably least under the present system. J.'1odtffercncc has been 
observed between them and other children. The majority have turned out well. Deserted 
childrCll are either prov ided for by the pal'ish, or by privo.te subscri ptions. The Protestunt 
Orphan Society supports none bere. The practice of supporting deserted children does not, 
it is believed. lead to un increase in the number, the attention of the churchwardens having 
greatly diminished the practice . The parishionerf:l wish to have the power of h~gaUy 
including children above 1'2 months of age , and orphans; in fact, those whom they lmve 
practically included. in addition to those permitted by the present system. 

PCTlons who attended rite Examil/alion. 

------- _ _ DOlll<RTY, wandering beggo.r.-ltev. Mr. GIBSO:-'-, presbyterian clergymnn._ JonN Ilt.w.'lY, 
P':"r. of DUIlgit'en 

and BfLtIogher. 
Bar. Kcnaugllt . 

farmer SO acres.- -- KING, esq., gentleman farmer.- I\'I r. KYLl;., collector of county Ct:~lI._ 
MICIIAEL i\I'CLOSK£Y, f:lrmer ~2 acrcs.- MICHAEL M'CWSKEY, farmer HI ac res.- Mr. MITCHELL, 
churchwnrden._HENUY ~IOlllUSON. gl'oCer.-ANDllElY i\!ULLEN, small farmer seven or eight 
l\C'res._ J.\!.IES O'HAG.\S, fllrmer 16 acres.- -- O'KANE, woollen drnper. - J\NDlmw QUIGLlW, 

fal'mer 11 acres.-Hev. Mr. Ross, protestant rector.-M1CIIAEL Ross, esq., gentleman fnrmer._ 
BlI.Y.'\Y l\1'TAGUE, and severnl other labourerii. 

N. B. -The smo.ll farmers in this district till labour occa3ionnlJy for others, and eomuillc the wants 
and feelings of both cloNcs. 

[ 1" Du n'given there are no deserted children; in Banagher there are two (one having 
lately died), who were lor two years supported by the pnrish. 

The average numbcr deserted for the last th ree years wns one each year, but there have 
110t been any desertions oflate; t his is attributed to lhe closing of the Dublin FOllndling­
hospit.ol, and to the refusal of the parishioners to support cvel} the two who were formerly 
taken care of by the parish. They are all supposed to be illegitimate. One perished last 
year before it was disco\'ered; it had been left on a dunghill, close to the door of a house, 
It was supposed to have been killed by the pig. One of the two in the parish of Bana­
gher was discovered by n dog. 

The ",orkin~ classes co.nnot possibly lay by even the smallest trifle to secnre u. support to 
tbeir children 111 case of their becoming orphans. 

No private contributions have been entered into for the support of orphans, except that 
those persons who had undertaken the maintenance of the two deserted chilren in Banaghel', 
when the parish paid for them, are now obliged to solicit the assistance of the gentry of the 
place to enable them to support them. 

T here are no religious orders by whom they are provided for j no r do the poorer classes 
subsc ri be for the payment of a nUl'se. No presentments have been obtained o.t the assizes 
fol' their sllsteuance. The parish overseers formerl y took charge of deserted children, but 
not of orphans, but take charge of neither now, as the parish ioners object alto<Tether tI to 
pay for another man's sins." 0 

"Vhen the parish overseers took charge of a child they gave it out to be nursed. always to 
a woman residing in the parish , by ""hom it was very kindly treated. and produced at the 
Easte r vestry when the nurse came to be paid. The sum usually given is 31. annually for 
each chi ld, 41. being the greatest sum ever given. I t is raised by a parochial assessment, 
lrtitl on at n vestry. No complaint was ever mnde against the (:hurchwardens concerninO' 
the app ropriation of the sums levied for the maintenance of deserted chi ldren. "" 

There is no foulldliag-hoRpitaI. Those who were heretofore sent to be nursed by the 
churchwardells generally became members of the fami ly among whom they were nursed, or 
went out as farm servants . There was no apprentice fund. One deserted child was adopted 
by an old couple, who are dead j he turned out vcry well, and id now a farm servant. 
Deserted children, if brought up in the families of the peasantry. where their affections are 
brou~h t illlO play, ~eneral ly tum out well, hut if educated in an institution, there is no 
esnmnt from Lhe opmion of those around them wilen they go out into life, and they in con-

sequence· 
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DESERTED AND 
DnPHAY 

CUll.DREN. 

sequence freq\le~tly bec?me bad chn~cte.rs. Those who returned formerly to the parish 
from the Foundllllg-hospital were vcry IndIfferent characters; t he boys often stea1i.nn", and 
the !lirls becoming prostitutes, while those brought up among the country people hav~ gene­
tallyheld good characters, and nrc more healthy ill body as well as in mind. It woulU iJe more 
econorui~al, as w~l ~ as more benefici~I,. to ~he ~hildren and ,to societ,r. to have t hem brou~bt Co. L~~~~l'd 
up ill pl'lv~te famlhes thun nt a pubhc lI~stl~uhon,. I I,' a p rivate fu ollly, 4 Z. n yenr wou~d be __ D crry. 
fully su ffic ien t to cove l' th e ex pense, winch III an llls lltutlOU would prounbly be 101. '1 here E~ami!lationt laken 1I,. 
are [lone suvported by the Protestaut Orphan Society. It is not known whether the mor- c . W. 8 orrl:tt, E,q. 
tality is weater amongst t hose who are sent to a foundling-hospital or those who are put to .Illmel Peeble~,ls!~. 
nurse. rhe number of deserted children has decreased since the closing of the Foundling-
hospital in D ublin. The avel'age formerly in the parish was one each year; durino. the last Par.onfDulJg1t:en 

b d 
. and unoglur. 

two years ther~ hav.e een no escrtlO~s j the inference thel'~fore is, ~hat few, if any, mothers 
will desert their children when there IS any chance of their not bemg taken care of. The Bar. K cnaught . 
mother used formerly to remain somewhere neal' to see that the infant was attended to, and 
sometimes paid it a. visit, ;JJcolwito. I t was not considered desirable that anr provis ion 
should be made for deserted cllild l'cn, as it was believed that by withholding relief the cus-
tom would gradually become extinct. 

P ersons tl)110 attended lite Examillation. 
SAMUEL AIRL.-JAlIf"ES ANDEn50N.-J. BARCLAY, shopkeeper. - JAM"£S CHAMBEns.- ,\LE:<AND.I!.R --.----­
CL.~nK ll , esq.- J . OH1J'S.- W. Fonn,F.ST£R, esq., 1.1'.-l\'lr. HENny • npothecary.-J. l\"1 'CULLAND, Pamh },log"N"a. 
:shopkeepcr.-H. M'H ENR"Y, schoolmaster.-P. !\I'KENN.\.._ Rev. SrExcER KNOX, rector of Bar. Loughins},oIi.71 . 
!\faghera tmd Tubbermore._A. MILLER.-S. MOORE, grocer.-Mr. Onn.-T. PET"r IOll"EW, 
shopkecpcr.- D. SCULLION.-J.ums ~h1tTlt.-A. ' VILsox.-E. WluON._ Uev. 1\'[r. VESEY, 

protestant curate.-FoUl" or the police, and several labourers. 

THE number of orphans in the parish was not known j there were two descr ted ch ildren, 
four being the average numbel' deserted within three yean; . The nu mber of desertions has 
decreased, owing to the vigilnnce of the parish offi cers. All deserted child ren are supposed 
to be illegitimate, yet would not, it is believed, be exposed but fOI' the inability of the pa­
rents to support them. They do not often perish before they are discovered. No assistance 
is afforded them from private contributions, religious orders, or subscriptions froUl the poorer 
classes. In order to be assisted by parish assessment, they must be deserted under the age 
of 1'2 months. Their support continues here until they attain th !!ir fifth year. No presen tw 
menls have been obtained, either for deserted children or orphans, the latter class never 
being taken chargc of by the churchwardens, as there is no statute giving to them stich 
power. Deserted children nre P Ut out by the churchwardens to nU I'se, to women residing 
m the parish, and are brought to the an nual vestry. £ . 5 is the limit of expenditure on 
each child allowed by the statute ; and for some time past the expense has been paid by 
the Rev. Mr. Knox out of somc balance of an ecclesiastical fund remaining in his hands. 
No complaints have been made with regard to the distribution of the money by the church­
wardens. There is no foundl ing-hospital. The children nursed by the country people gene­
rally become useful farm servants. In contrasting this mode of education with that afforded 
by an institution, Mr. Knox stated his experience, in which the parish agreed, that all the 
breaking up of an orphan house, be had endeavoured to obtain places for some of the 
children with the farmers and others in this parish ; and that, in consequence of their baving 
been reared in an institution, and therefore being unacquainted with the mode of liv ing by 
others in their station, he was quite unsnccessf~\I. The children reared in an institut.ioll are 
moreover believed to be less healthy than those brought up among the peasantl'Y, and the 
expense of the former syRtem is much greater. Deserted children have been observed to 
turn out better than those of the peasantry around, the reason being, as is supposed, that they 
have their good conduct alone to depend au to induce any to become their friends; and 
very often their nurses beeome greatly attached to them. The practice of takill~ charge 
of deserted children l~ads, it is believed, to their desertion. I t has decreased SlOce the 
cl?sing of the Dublin Foundling-hospital. It was thought that the parish should be invested 
WIth larger powers of taking care of and supporting deserted children, and in some cases 
orphans. 

PerlOllJ who attended tIle Exami1lation. 
ROllF.R'l ALEXANDER, farmer of 130 acres.-MI'. ANDERSON, secrctllry to the Mendicity Insti tution. --. ----­

-Rev. A. BOYD, curate in cathedral.-JOHN DE!>ON IS, shoemnker.-HANNAH D SRLIN, gives ~nrcl"hd,!emplC·emorf'· 
I d' J:".lnUlngltyo o gmg to beggars .-JoHN" DERMOTT, small farmer and Jnbourer.-J ofIN OOOHERTY, larmer, I ,,-mdolldN"ry. 
Heven aercs._ - - GALLAGIIED., bnngbeggar._ COJtNELIUS GAI.LAGHER, Inbourer.-Rev. Barony, Cily nnd 
GEORGE HAY, presbyterian minister.- JOUN KEELER, publican._'1'HollAS LYONS, decayed Li berties of 
farmer._ Mr. M'AuTHVR, guardian of deserted children.-Rev. \VILLU.M M'CLUn.E, moderator Lmdcnclr:rry. 
of the Synod of Ulster.-JANE. M'DowD, poor \\'idow, six childrell.-Right Rev. Dr. M'LoI1Gu, - _____ _ 
LIN, roman··catholic bisbop of Derry. _ __ MARTIN, rnason.-J..un:s MUlLRAV, worling 
tailor._Rev. __ O'KANE, roman.catholic curate.-CB.o\ft.LES OWENS, an aged Iabourcr.­
- R AMSAY, merchallt._Or. __ RWA"N".-KITT"f ROtJRKE, wife of n labourer, obliged to 
beg.-Ross SMITH, esquire.-CunISTOPU:ER. WALSH, labourer . 

. TUE"RE were from 16 to 20 deserted children assessed on the parish. Six each year 
might be a fa ir average of the number deserted within the parish during the last three years. 
o~ Of TI_ 
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DESER TED AKD 

O urUAN 
CIIILDREN. 

U/st(l", 
Co. Londonderry. 

EI~m;l!l\.iun5 taken by 
C. W. Borrell, E~q. 
la\l1e, Peeblt~ . Elq. 

Pari!h Ttmplelllare, 
indllding City of 

Lcmdolldtl·ry . 
B:uony, City ilnd 

Liberties of 
L onJotldc/·ry . 

Three have been deserted within the last fom months; and M r. M 'A--- helieved that the· 
p:-actice was rather on the increase, which he at.tributed to th e ease \~i dl wh ich, ul~der the 
present system, ch ildren were saddled.on the pansh. All deser~ed chtld ren a re be lieved to 
be ill egi.timate. NOlle 11ave ever perished befo re tl.ley were d l sc~ vered. The number of 
orphaus, especially since th e prevalence of cholera, IS very grea t: Ill. one house the re were 
nine, three only able 10 work at all. Three got among them a dally allowanc~ rro~l th.e 
Mendic ity of six pounds of potatoes, one pou?d ?f meal and t wo .quarts of butteftm lk . . fhel l' 
only mode of earning anYlhing was by .splnnln g. All the wlt.nesses agreed that It was 
utterly impossible for paren ts of the work1l1g classes, even when.1n consta.nt employment, to 
lay by any provision for their child ren, and , ~hn~ they found 1(~ .\" e~y difficult to support 
themselves. "'fhey n ever attemp t to lay by, sa id Mr. Clare; 1t IS kn own to be utterly 
impossible; nor can th ey even make a beginning." Nei ther o,rphans nor ~cserte~ children 
are ever supported bv private contributions; but on Mr. ~~yd s co~gregat\Onal Itst arc two 
of the lalter class. wflose mother is dead and wlio!:e fathe r IS III Amenca. 

Tv .. o shilli ngs and s ixrenc~ monthly is givell to th e woman. with ~v hon~ th ey live, and they 
receive two sui.ts of clothes III t he year; they have been asSisted III th iS way for 10 years , 

------- one bei ll<T now 14 and the other 12 years old j both are turn ing out well. On Mr. Hay's 
list is on~ deserted child. Neither orphans nor dese rted childre n are here provided fo r, either 
by religious orders or by subscriptions from the poorer clas!<cs. No child ren have been 
assessed for who wcre more than 12 months of age when deserted; nor have orphans ever 
been included j bllt the sum spent ann ually upon eelch child has conside rably exceeded 51; 
his11, to which sum only the pa rish eould be legally as;:essed . 

Presentments have never been obtained , nor was it" known they mi ght be resorted to . 
.Deserted chi ldren have always been taken charge of by three guardians, ap pointed yearly by 
the parishioners, with whom the churchwardens never inter fere. No assessment can be 
legally D?ade fOl' orphans j b ut even ~vere it possi ble. the pa ri~hion~r3 wOlll? be inclined to 
provide III pre ference for deserted children, who must otherwise elthel' pen~h 01' be utterly 
n e<Tlected. 

Deserted child ren are put out to nurse by the guardians to women residing in th e parish, 
who usually treat them ki11l11yand as their own childrell~ .M r. M'A--. however, was lately 
obliO"ed to remove a child from a nurse who neglected it ; but such an instance "ery rarely 
occ;)"s. The guard ia ns sometimes visit the children, sometimes have them brought to them, 
and sometimes require a certi fi cate froUl a respec table person th at the ch ild is property 
trea ted; some such inquiry takes place every month. Mr. M' A-- did not know that there 
was any lim it to expense fixed by law; the usual sum paid to the nurse is 8s . 4d. n. month; 
besides, allowance is made for contingent expenses, clothing. siclmess, &c., th e whole funds 
bei.ng obtained by as~essmen t at Easter vestry. No compi:unts hav!'! ever been made, except 
by th e g uardia ns, who have been obliged to advance the requi site funds. t he assessment here 
not being levied in advance as elsewhere. T here is no fou nd lino--hospital. The child ren 
elsewhere ~ellerally become farro servants aod join th e fami lies of tllcir nurses j but here the 
eldest child a t present s upported by the parish is on ly three years old. Defore the closing of 
the D ublin F oundling-hospital, all deserted child ren were sent there. None returned from 
j t here. The guardians think that in this paris h un institution would be cheaper than the 
present system. 

The c hild ren have hitherto always been provided for by th e parish. There nre none sup­
ported h ert! by the Prolestant Orphan Society; but 4 1,000 1. was late ly left by Mr. Gwynne, 
from which a number of boys are fed and educated. and an apprentice fee of 101. is paid by. 
instalments; the boys must not be under six or above l'l years of age; there arc now 8 1 in 
the institution. The present bouse is inconvenient, having been adop ted temporarily to recei ve 
the cholera orphans, who were preferred, as being in great destitution . The foUl' executo\'!! 
nnd 17 trustees ha"e purchased ci&ht acres of land near the t ow n, where th ey ill tend hui ld­
ing, and expect to be able to receIve and educa te 100 boys. Some of the boys have been 
six mon ths apprenticed (the fuud having existed but a year and a half), and all but one 
have given satisfaction j they appear very healthy, neat and comrortab le. This fund is not 
l imited to orphans, but they are preferred. Mr. l\'l' A-- was decidedly of opinion that the 
prnctice of taking charge of deserted children leads to their desertion, and thouO"h t that the 
mother freq uently remained near and watched over the chi ld. 1:> . . 

The practice of desertion he believed rather to have increased since the closin<T of the 
Dublin Foundli ng-hosp ital. The present system was, in his opinion, exceedingly b~d . and 
he believed that district institutions. where education 1V0u id be attended to, would b; very 
ns~ful; and. thou{'o-h by their es~ab.lishlllent desertions might increase, he would prefer that 
eVIl to the fi sk 0 the lOfant penshmg from neglect . If There ou.,.ht also," said he «to be 
an apprentice fund, since one evil of the llresent system is, th:t as the nurses a:e of the 
very poorest class, they, however well inchned, can do nothino- to as::oist the children to, 
settle in life. Orphans too shou ld be provided for as well as des;rted ch ild l·en." 

See Questions, "Nos. 1 al/d g, in the SUPPLEMENT, also the ADDENDA. 
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BAS '1' A R D Y. 

Pel'SOIlS 'l/Jho attended the E :tamil/alion. 

J OH N BOROUCHEs,lobourer.- J osEPH BOTHERJ Ll., servant to Mr. St. George.--JOIlN llultKE, esq . 
_Rev. J. FITZGF.ll ALU, roman-calholi c rector.- Dr. H ARTN£TT._D ... KELLY.-.JA:'f ES LY:SCII, 
lnbourer.-Rev. J _ M .... RAJ protestant rector.-J OHN O'PLA GIl En TY, esq.-Jon N R YA:<I ,lnbourer.­
R. J. M .... NS£RGH ST. GllOnGE, esq., Headfort Castlc.-Mr. C. J.OIIESON, merchan t.- LA Wltr.t\CE 

T OOLE, carman .-l1e\', J . WALSH, I'oman-ca tholic rector . 

• , B,\STARDS are ne.'e l' supported by the parish , except in cases of desertion, which ure 
very rare. I belie ve bastard children are more frequently destroyed thnn js generally admit­
ted; it is a crime vcry rarely brought to light in this cOlfntry. There are certainly many 
children buried in private burial.grounds in this and the neighbouring county, where thet·o 
is no service perfo rmed , amI no notice taken of them. Their fathers generally neglect them, 
unless brought before the mugistrates."-(M r. St. George.)--t< Feelings of bonour fre­
quently induce marriage before tbe birth of the child. 1 ha\'c known cases where I was not 
aware of the circumstances till after the mnniage."-(Rcv. MI'. 'Walsh.) 

." \Ve h:\\'c been in the habit of granting wages at petty sessions for the last ~o yc.'\rs. 
The umount "aries from '21. to 4 l., according to circllllls tances. This sum is, in some cases, 
granted fo r eadl of three years . The wom:m 's oath is the only evidence requ ired j her hav­
in"'" been a bad character will not affect her claim. \Ve often cause a compromise to be made; 
and I am sure that, by the influence of n magistrate and a clergyman, any lllan might be 
forced into marria O'e . 

.. Unless married to the fathers of their children, women who have had bastards seldom ~et 
husbands. 1 n ever knew nn instance of a. person ruO-Hying a gentleman'S miss for the sake 
or any money which he promised him."-(Mr. S t. Geol·gc.)--" The WOmll 11, th ough IlOt 
excluded from society, faUs vet'Y col1sideralJly in the estimation of her neighbours."­
( Re\'. Mr. Walsk)--" The bastard chi ldre n are subject to taunts j and a small farmer 
would, in my opinion, have a great objection to give his daughte r to one of them in marriage, 
u nless under very great pecuniary inducements."-(lVIr. Sl. George.--" The gentleman's 
bastard is more reproached than t he poor man's; the amoun t of yroperty determines every 
thiuCl'."-( lI'alslt.)--« A female bastat·cl is never reproached . think the decent people 
would prefer half tbe for t u,ne without the stain that th ey would get witb it ."-{LYllch.) 

" I t is rather doubtfui!how far we are authorized to proceed againstthc father; howe"er, 
we go so fa r as to issue a decree for the amount against his goods and chattles, in the form 
of ,~ages for n ursing the chi ld, which, i ll some C!l.ses of appeal, have been affirmed by the 
bamster. In other parts of the county they never appe?l, but obey the order, after some 
little delay. \Ve generally order it in quarterl y payments. The father sometimes marries 
through dl'end of' the order; but this is of very rare occurrence. 'We nevor proceed to 
a distress warrant without the father's acknowledgment. I believe that the child's health is 
?ften materially inj ured fo1' want of p!opt'r nourishment, the molher not being able to alTord 
1t. The mother's health also is F30mctimes inju red through the difficu lty she is exposed 
to in rearing the child."- (Mr. St . George.) 

PU$OIU '/ClIO attended tI,e Examination. 

l'ATRIC~ DunKE, esq., J.P., D nmesncld.-:-OW F.N CLARKE , small landholder" -PATRICK Fox, 
formerly brllzit:r, now a labourer.-lVlr. JOHN' GRll UAGIITl'. shopkeepc r.-P.!.TEIl JoYce, labourer. 
- Ih:D,uolw K ELLY, masOll.-Rev. Dr. KIRWAN, roma.n ·cathollc rlilctor._AxTHONY ~L\llT1N, 
c.;q., J. P., Currariva.-JollN M'DONOGH, housekeeper.-M. M'DoNOGH, labourer.-RlClI ARD 
1I1'DoNOGU, farmer._D£NlS M'Gn ,\Tll, formerly shopkeeper, nOlv n butcher._ Mr. JOHN 
l\1'KEW, under-agent to Mr. lHartin .- Capt. O'FLAH:ERTY, J. P. , Lemonfield._GEoRGE O 'FLA­

HERTY, esq., Lelllootleld.-JoHN SW£RNEY, c3I'pcnter.-Rev . .TOliN WILSON, protestant vicar. 

f' I A M eight years roman-catholic rector of th is parish. I do n ot think that the number of 
~negi timale child ren born in the parish during that period has exceeded ]4 . No case of 
~ rifanticid!!: occurred here durjn~ the same period; nor have l heard of any such crime hav~ 
109 been ever committed in tbls parish. \ Ve have had children deserted in two instances. 
~he chu re:hwardens gave a trifl ing nssistance to the poor persons with whom these found~ 
hngs were left to be nursed, for one year in one case, and for two in the other; they then 
~b~~oned them altoo'ether, and threw the burden of supporting them upon these miserable 
tndlvlduals, whose abject poverty rende red them fit objects of charitable assistance, bu t 
wh?se benevolent feelil1gs impelled them, up to this day, to share with the illfnnt outcasts 
tllelI' own miserable pittance of potatoes. One of the chi ldren is a boy of about 10 yea:.> 
?ld, .and til e other, I believe, about six. I know of no case where a father has neglected hiS 
lilegt.timate child but one; and in 1 2 out of these 14 cases of baslardy I have menlioned, 
the ~atl~ers married the mothers of their children ; they were induced to do so, [ trust, from 
a prlU~:aple of conscience and honour ; but J cannot deny that the influence of the romao­
cathohc clergy assisted much to bring about this deSi rable result. Iu al1 cases where 

0·5 · H a s ingle 

Appendix (A .) 

BASTAnDY. 

COllllQug!ll, 
County Galway. 

EUlIlimllionl !aken h1 
lhnds Uil.!J;tn~, :Etq. 
W. 1'. M'CuUlIgh . EI 'I . 

Patish H eadJord. 

Bnt. C1GTc . 

Pllrisb Kilcummin 

Ba.r. Moycullcn . 
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D.-\STAltD'l. 11 si ncrl e man has seduced n. female, whose character was free from any other t aint, we use 
every means in our power to induce him to ~l:lke the. onl1' adequate reparati~n in his 

COn1IO/lgl!t, power, by man'ying her. In the cases where this reparation las not been made, 1Il Olle, the 
County Galway. man has left the p:lrisb altoO'ether (w hich is the case alluded to before, when I said there was 

E
o -0- k b b ut one instance of a fathe~'s havioO' deserted his illegitimate child); in the other there is 

~8Ulln all!ln! h. ·~n S .. f 0 0 b "b' h I 0 hOld I d , ,1 0 k I 
Fraud! Dig .. ens. 1:sq. a. great d ,spanty 0 .condltlOn, ut t e lat er supports l iS C I .•.. 0 no . un t tere are 
w. T. ru'C~lash , Esq. six men iu the parIsh who would marry women who had llle§ptimate children by other 

- fathe rs ' nOLO would any influence of persons of the hiO"hest rank induce the generality of 
Parish Kilcummir.. them t~ discrr:lce themselves hy such marriages. They furm a justty high estimate of female 
Bar. MO!Jcullt:n. purity; amlthe woman who has lost her virtue, unle!>s repaired by a subsequent marriage, 

loses with it, fo r li fe, her character and her caste."-(Dr. Kirwan.)-- « There was Dot an 
instance of infanticide in this parish within my memory, aDd only one in the neighbourhood. 
]n almost ever.)' instance subsequent marriage is induced. There have been four cases of 
rape sworn With the view of inducing marriage, within the last f;:ight years."- (Cap­
tain D'F/allerly.) 

" There occur a great many cases of thi s kind in Moycullen, particularly near the sea­
side. Last year three men came to tt'ial, all of whom married out of the dock."-(Mr. 
Bu"'w.)--" The magist rates, as long as I can remember, regularly give I i . 95. a quarter 
before the birth of the child, and from '21. to 31. a year aftel' the birth, fol' three years. 
The man is always summoned; he may prove an alibl j but his own oath will not be admit­
ted in evidence. I never heard of a second application. If they wish, they may proGess 
before the assist:l.llt barrister i but the magistrates will not grant a larger sum/'-(Captain 
0 ' Eta/lerty.) 

Parish Killimorc. 
Bar. Longford. 

Parish Omagu. 
Bar. Ball!JRahincn. 

Persons who attended the Examination. 

JOI[~ BVRKB.-PATRICK CAMPBELL, labourer.- Rev. FltA.NCIS COGHLAN, catholic rector.-Mr. J. 
DONNELLAN, farmer.-TlIOhlAS EGAN, Durseryman._ Rev. Mr. KEATING, late catholic rector.­
Major KELLY, Longrord L odge.-WlLLIAM KILLEEN, ,veaver._ G EORGE KIRKA LDY, esq.~ 

Heran Brook.-Mr. EDWARD LOVEIlTY, farmer. - TltOlUS LoWRY, fnrmer.-FRANCIS M ADD EN" 

maiion.-JOflN MARA, farroer.- uh cHAEL l\l OY AGllAN, esq.- PATRICK 1'IORAN, householder.-­
Bll.lElI' O'HAlL-\' , nurseryman.-MICHAEL W A LSI[. , 

" DURI NG the last three years there have been only six bastards born in this parish. 
None are supportcd by the parish but those who had been deserted. There was only one 
case of desertion since I cf!.me to the parish; it was supposed to belong to a lleiO'hbourin<r 
parish, and I have reaSOn to believe that the supposition was true. ]t w~ left at 
1 .... 11'. Kilkaldy's door. A presentment of 41. was granted by the judge of assize for its sup­
port. I do no t know " 'hethel' this was the entire SUUl to be allowed, or that the same sum 
is to be given annually. I did not hear of an instance of a child being destroyed ill t his 
part of the county since I became a. resident in it . 

" A feeling of hono ur and a desire to ma.ke reparation generally (indeed almost invariably 
where there is no obstacle) ind uce maniage. it being the only means by wh ich it can be 
made. M:l1'riage ,"ery seldom ensues when both persons do not beloll<T to the same class in 
society .. In thl':e cases out of t he six which I. speak of, marriage foltow~d ; ~n the other it was 
morally Impossible, two of the WOOlen were Idiots, and the father of the thu'd was a married 
man. I have known 50 cases of persons getting married lest the female's charactcl' should 
suffer from malicious but ungrounded reports. ,Vhen 20 or 30-acre men have bastards by 
thei r servants, which frequently occurs, they rear the child , and sometimes pay the mother 
for its support; the child very often gets a dividend of the property at the fathe r's decease. 
There have been no wages sought for; if the fathel' aDd mother are in the saUle rank of life 
~hey .generally get married. 1 have k?own instances of fath ers forcing their sons to marry 
tnfenor persons by whom they had ,:hildre~. If the mother. and child are not provided for, 
the mother tUI'llS to open habits ?fv lce. 'Ihere have been Instances of women having two 
Of three bastards by as many different men. Generally speaking, there is not much of a 
disrespectful feeling towards either the bastard or the mother."-(Coghlan.) 

Persons who attended the E xamination. 

TnOJ.IAS BunKE, mason. - -- CARR, inn\;eeper.-JonN CORB.O\T, builder.- Mr. THOMAS CUNNIS. 
Belcck.-JoH~ D'An.cY, esq., Clifton Castlc.-Mr. J. DUAN, farmer.- MARTIN EV ~Nil, hI. D.­

Rev. PETER. FI1'ZMAUIl.ICE, catholic:, rector._ -- FLYl"N, not resident in the pnrish.--­
J ONES, esq.- -- JOYCE.-JOHl. KELLY, mason.-P . .o\T RICK LJDDAN, butcher._TnOMAS MAR~ 
TIN, esq., 1\I . P. , Bo.l1ynnhinch.-:-ANTHON'Y !'.·IULLlN, frecholder.-__ O'BJLIEN._ CHARLBS HOWE~ 

esq.-Rev. J. Tno?tIAs, protestant rector of OmaY.- CoNSTANTINE TULLY, collector of cess.­
MICHAEL WHIT E, weaver. 

ON an average there are two or three bastards born in the parish every year.-{O' Brien.) 
--There have been only two children deserted in the parish for the last eight years, the 
latter of them about three years since j its mother was discovered shortly after It was 
deserted, and forced to provide for it.-(Rev. Mr. Thomas.) 
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BASTARD •. For the last 20 years the magistrates have been in the habit of gnmtina from 3/. to 
51. wacres to to the mothers of illegitimate cllilc1ren. Tbis has the eHect ofiessenintr the 
llllmue~; wages arc not granted till afler the birth of the child.-(O' Bricll.)--A w~man eo,waughf, 
who had a child by a poor man would be looked down on, but one who had a child by a County Galway 
gentl~nlan would be Jool:ed lIb to on account of the money. A young man in this town E . ~ 

. , . • " nmll1lltoora Illktn b marned a crentlemnn s m Iss a out SIX wee ks Slllce, for wluch he got 100 1.; she bad two } .... ~~.,. D' 1:'._ :r 
~ .-... HrgenJ ....... 1. 

children.-(llIullell.)--Bastarcls are gen~rallY:ls w~ll behaved as others j they will not w. T.M'CUU3!U, E'q. 
get an equal match; the mothers are despised by their own equals, and are often driven to 
1)rostitution.-( Corbat.) 

Evidence oj his Grace the ArcltbisllOp oj Tuam. 

Parish Omaglt. 
Bar. Dalljnahinch. 

THE parish does not provide for bastards, as sllch; it provides for mnny bastards' found- Town of Tuam. 
lings when the~ nre des~rted by their molhers. a thing which frequently takes place. The 
i nstances of chIldren ~emg destroyed are very rare. Honourable feelmgs frequently pro-
duce subsequent marriages. 

,VQcres are never awarded before the hirth of tbe child; the mother is granted wages. not 
as motTler, but as nurse. The law should be declared in such cases. 

Thejusticcs below do not concur with the ban'isters. and the l'eliefhas become slow and 
insecure., 

The amount varies according to circumstances; G 1. late Irish currency is, I believe, the 
ma:ximum. The inability of the fathe r to pay a large sum Causes the wages awarded lO be 
less than they otherwise would. 

While the justices at petty sessions were permitted to proceed without the law beiuO' 
questioned. if any effect could be perceived, it might rather have been in. mak ing nlen mor~ 
cautious. There is never any punishment inflicted on the applicant for wages, and as the 
decree is for wages. her having more than one bastard child does not make any difference 
in the sum granted. Young men genemUy have a great dislike to marry women who have 
had illegitimate children, and the sum gmnted as wages is not sufficient to induce them to 
forego their objections. Girls thus circumstanced find it very difficult to procure eligible 
matches. 1t is very rarely that persons of even the lowest classes can be induced by those 
·in a higer station of life to marry n girl who had nn illegitimate child. Women of the 
lower class do not lose caste much among their own sex in the same class . I th ink a small 
farmel' would have no objection to give his daughter to a bastard who in all other respects 
\Vas an eligible match, especilllly if the repl!ted father was in the rank of a gentleman. 

Formerly, in the absence of all other proof, the mother's testimony was conclusive; in the 
later adjudications. other circumstances wel'e required to be proved, such as intimacy, com­
pany-keeping, flirtation. or the like j but under any circumstances a defence was admissi­
ble. A second application for wages is equally as successful as the first, and is looked on 
as being a confirmation of the former testimony. 

From decisions recently ronde. ju.stices 01' the peace have been forced to doubt their 
power to force payment, before it was considered that it, like any other debt, mjght be 
compelled to be paid by a decree a~inst either the man's goods or person. 

The amount gi\'cn is nlwnys awarded in one sum, and the applicant should apply at the 
end of three months, unless special cause be shown for the contrary. I have known in­
stanceR of men being driven to marry the mother through fear of a decree for wages. but 
the instances are few. When the decree is issued the fhther is often known to abscond; 
but even in that case tbere is no relief afforded by the parish. 

1 have known mnny instances of the mothers being obliged to heg, and have frequently 
known tbem to go from bnd to worse perhaps for subsi:;tence. The children sufier mueh 
fro~ being neglected, they are badly reared. and early practised in vice. The father's re­
fusmg to support the child leads to bad feeling , and much abuse as a natural consequence. 
I do not know of women haYing lost or injured their health by the difficulty of rearing a 
child without getting the usual assistance from its father; the family rarely cast off a female 
entirely for this offence. 

While the child is on the breast it does not suffer from the mother's poverty; and 
when it grows up, it does not generally find it very difficult to procure potato food. 

A woman's mmd must be brought to a high pitch of immoraJity to encompass such .an 
act as either the desertion or destruction of her infant, yet I never kuew a carelessness WIth 
respect to the lives of others, ensue from des~rtion. 

Persons who attended the Ezamination. 

Afr. ':ILLIAM BIRMI NGHAM, wGollen-draper._ Rev. Dr. BURKE, roman-catholic rector of' this County Maya. 
pansh and uean of Dunmore.-GEonOE CLENDENNING, €Sq., magistrate.-Mr. COl.LINS, a gen- . -.-
tlemaD connected with the prcss._ RICUARD GIBBON S, small fanner of 11 aores._ Mr. LA nOE, EIJ'b~'SltJOIII h,:~~ bI 

I . , '. 0 n pencer, ~. 
C erk of petty sessIOns and churchwarden.-MAT·rtIEW M'DoNNELl., esq. maglstrate.--RoBERT WiI,oll OnlY. L:q. 
W. M'ILVEA, esq., magistrRte._WI LLlAlIl M'MlL:Bn, small farmer of l!l acres.-EtnrARn 
M'NALLY, weaver.-JOHN REEOAN. labourer.-1l-toMAs REILLY, labourer.-Mr. GEORGE Parish Aug/l'IJale. 
WOODS, general merchont.-Mr. JOHN WYNNE, general merchant. Bar. MtnrisTt. 

THE witnesses cannot give any distinct account of the number of oa'Stards in the parish, 
but agree in stating them to be very few. All the cases of desertion that occur are beliend 
o~. HZ fu 
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BAS1.'ARDY. 

Connallgnt, 
County !>.layo. 

Examinntions taken 03 
John Spellcrr. Esq. 
Wilsoll Gf:t)· , Esq. 

Parish Allgkoale. 

• 

Bar. nIurrisk. 

Parish Congo 
Bar. KilRu(f!. 

P1'Iris.h KilgecfJer. 

Par. ill!1rrisk. 

to be ofiUegitirnate children. Onc case of infanticide occurred a sh?rt t imea~o, but beside this. 
none of the witnesses recollect any other case to have occurred to the parish. The fathers 
of illegitimate children are genemlly reluctant to affol"~ them support, unles.s compelled by 
legal proceedinas, or a threat of such. 1\'11'. Clendennmg says, "The magistrates at petty 
sessions urant the mother wages for nursing the child. but require her to pr?"c some agree­
ment, eitYlcr direct or implied, on the part of the reputed fa ther; her oath IS taken. but he 
is permitted to disprove her testimony by any evidence he can produce. The sum allowed 
varies from 5s. to II., or 1. 5s. pe r quarter, according to the circumstances of the father. 
At petty sessions beld in 'Westport for a district containing a population of 50,000, t '2 to 
15 cases have come before us within three years. \Vhen a. woma n has made a second appli­
cation of this nature, we have been more cautious in giviilg credit to her evidence, a.nd 
when we have belie\'ed be l', have allowed a smaller sum. 'Ve g rant a decree against the 
father' s property j if he hus no property the case must go to the assistant barrister, who 
grants a decree against hi s person . He has frequently absconded until he forced the wo­
man into 0. compl'omise on more favourable terms." 

M'Nally says , " ,Vhen a woman is unable to obtain support for her child from the father, 
it depends on the goodness of her pnreuts whether they support hzr and her child, but she 
is often turned out as a disO"race to the family, and obliged to beg, and [have known in­
stances where women in su~h circumstances have become prostitutes." 

Mr. Clendenning says. " It is commonly a woman's first step towards prostitution, that 
ha ... ·ing an ill egit imate child sh.e has been turned out by her family, and had no means of 
supporting it, it of len happens that the fami ly, under such circumstances, take her back to 
pre\'ent her sinking deeper into vice." 

Persons 'Ido attended the Exami1latio1l . 

__ BLAK.E, esq., police officer.-FIlA!«CIS BURKE, esq. - Mr. BUTLER, large farmer.-WILLIAM 
BUTLER, landholder, 10 acres.- Rev. 1.\"1r. CRAMPTON, protestant rector, antI mugistrate.­
__ ELWOOD, esq., milgistriltc.- i\Ir. J OlIN ELWOOD, shopkecper.-JoHN Fun;, esq., magistrate 
and resident proprietor.-TnOllfAS HOPKINS, labourer.- l\.'CICIlAEL HY NES, butcher.-WALTElt 
J EN NINGS,labourer.-Mr. ['I1'DoNNELL, large farmer._ P ETER l\IOLO\'V NEY, weaVel'.- ANTHONY 
O'BRIEN, stone· cutter.- Rc". Mr. 'WALDIlON, romnn-catllolic rector. 

MR. CRA:'I'IPTON says, thilt at petty sessions held for the barony of Ross, in the county 
of Galway, and that part of the parish of Cong which is situated in the county of Mayo, 
t here are about a dozen cases each year of WOnlen applying for wages for the support of 
ille'gitimate children, Mr. Crampton says that he himsel f has always required proof from 
a third person of some agreement for wages made between the parties j but other magis­
strates ha\'e sometimes adjudicated ant he woman's oath, affiliating the child, connected with 
their own previous knowledge of th~ parlies and the circumstances of the case, with which 
they nre often perfectly acquainted before they are laid hefore them judicially. The sum 
mostly awarded is 31. a year; it sometimes hflppens that an agreement is proved for morc, 
when this sum is of course grantcd. The fath er always has the right of choosing between 
taking the child himself or puying the mother the wages for its SU PP(.ll"t. The former 
alternative is generall y adopted, or some compromise effected when" the child is reared," 
at the aCTe of two or three years. 

l\'1r. Crampton has known many cases of the father marrying the woman rather than pay 
the wu&,es; he al>io says many prosecutions for rape come before the magil:ltratcs, which are 
drop-ped on the marriage of the parties. «Nothing so common," be says, " as husband­
hunb~ j" such cases are more frequent since some men have been latelyexecllted for 
the ottence; within the last six munths at least six such. cases have occurred in this 
district. . 

The wittleSses cannot give any idea of the number of bastards in the parish, but they all 
agree th.at b~stardy is rare in it. Rev. Mr. Waldronsay.s, "The wom~n that is guilty ot' the 
offence IS slighted ilnd shunned by all her former acquamtances. It IS remembered aaainst 
her grandchild, and is often a reproach to her family for 20 years. There is a O"reat l~luct­
ance to marry such a person; but in the poverty of this country a small sum of ~oney fortns 
a great temptation, and is sometimes yielded to." 

Persons 1/Jho attellded the Examination. 

JOHl'>' BARN S, cott ier, holds :2! acres.-JolI:s" Cox, farmer, holdi ng 8 ncres,-JAME!I FREHILL. 
cottier, holds 1 ncre.-JAM£S GALLAGH£R., filrmer, 7acres.- fiev. Mr. GIBBONS, roman-cathoUc 
rector._l\fr. A UHJN Gm noNs, assis.tant to Mr. Durkin, npothecary._MIL£S JOYCE, cottier, holds 
1 g acreS.-PAT M,\LLY, an old mnn past his lilbour, dill hilid 'l 3cres.-UOGER M1DoN OGH, 
cottier, holds ~! acres._PAT l\f<DONN£LL, farmer, holding S acres.-WILLIAM M'EvILY, 
farmer, 5 acres._Rev. ~fr. POTTER, protestant curate.-Mr. REEO, land~stewnrd to Marquis of 
Sligo, the principal proprietor of the parish. 

BASTARDY is yery rare ill this parish: no precise account cae be CTiven of the number in 
the whole parish. In the village of Carraroore, containing 74 faOlilies~ Freehill says. « lhcra 

ar. 
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o.re only two bastards. young or old; none have been born there for many yenrs; if there 
were others in the village, it would be too remarkable for me not to k now it." In t he small 
to,.,.o of Lou isburg, population 350, except one family of ille~i tiro ate children, only three 
hal'e been born in seven years, which 1\11'. P otter recollects . 1n Benowen, a villaue of 39 
families. there are two bastards, onc an old person. another an infant . Two cases of'infUllti. 
cide have been known within seven years . The fathers of illegitimate chi ldren nre generally 
ullwillin o- to sup port t hem, they must be compelled by law, which allows the mother wages 
from t il : fath er fol' nUl'sing his child! she must prove a promise of wages on his part. A 
woman baving an illegitimate child, finds very great difficulty in procurin rr a hushand , "not 
one in ten of th em ever get a husband." The bast?r~ is looked up~n th rou~h l ite with n. 
feeli lw of reproach. A sma ll farmer would be unwllhn g to connect hlill self Wi th him; .. he 
would"'not rrive hiIU his daughter in marriage," M'Donnell says, " unless he were a sn ug 
man, and w~uld take her without a portion." . 

P ersons who attended tile E xamination. 

EDWARD BURKE, farmer of 13 nCl'es.-Bn.tEN DEANE, cooper and small farmel·._ EDMUND 
DICKSON, mendi"..nnt._JA MEs DOlWGIlOIi:, bailiff to Major Bingham, the principal proprietor in 
the pnrish.- Widow EAltLY.- WfLU AM FEAIlGUS, bni liH'to i\h. Everard.- DOMIN ICK F.R.EKILL, 
Inboul'er.- \VidolV G£R AGHTy._l\fAIlTI N HOBAN, labollrer.-Captain IRELAND, stipendiary 
magistrate.-PAT LA VELLE, labourel'.-Rev. Mr. LY ONS, parish priest.-Mr. WM. IHER EDITII. 
chief constable of police.-Captain NUGENT, mngistrate.- Mr. O'BnIlm, parish schoolmaster._ 
FRANK O 'D ONNELL, labourer, impotent from age.-HUGH O'MALLY, cottier.-Widow R EI LLY. 

CAPT AIN I n ELAN 0 says, tlJat within the last three years, at petty sessions held for the 
half barony of Erris, containing a population of ~3,ooo, a bou t 25 cases of appllcation for 
wages for nursing bastards, have been made by the mothers against the fathers. 

Mr. Lyons thinks this·may be taken RS n early the whole amount of bastardy within that 
district; he does not know a single instance of the father voluntarily supporting his bastard, 
tbey generally deny them. 

'Wages are never granted before the birth of the child. The mother's oath affiliating the 
chil~ is taken, but it must be supported by other circumstantial evidence, as of the parties 
haVlng been frequently ·observed in company with one another. or some implied acknow­
ledgment on the part of the father, as sendina provisions to the mother or procurino- her 
attendance in her lying-in . 0 ::> 

The wages gran ted vary according to the father's ability to pay th em, from 5 J. to 11 s. 
a quarter . 
. These wages are allowed for 18 months or two yeo.ra; the father havinrr a right at :my 

time to stop them on takinrr the child to himself. I:> 

Captain I reland says, H the woman who has had an illegitimate child is for ever degraded; 
she h.as b?t little chance of ever getting married, the humblest peasant being as tenacious 
all tillS pomt as a man of the highest rank in. society." Mr. Lyons has known, in many 
years, only three or four cases of such women gettincr married, and these were cases where 
the father gave a much larger sum of money than he \~ould otherwise have given us a portion, 
ill order to cover the disO"race of his daughter. 

Mr. Lyons is confide~t that nine out of ten rape cases are fic t iti0u!l, got up merel . ., for 
the purpo~e of forcing marriage; und er this impression, a regulation has been imposed upon 
the catholic clergy of this diocese, not to marry such parties while a prosecu tion is pClldi!1g. 

Persons who attended the Examination. 

THOMAS BR..~ DS HA'G, labourer._Mo ROAN CROFTON. esq. J . p.-Rev. M. D EVIN E, mman-cnthoJic 
rector of the parish._ Cnpt. DUCKwoll'l'H, J . P.-JOHN FARRII1AN, innkeeper.-Rev. Tll0)fA S 

H ACKETT, protestant vicar of the pari~h._The Viscount LOlt1:0)/ , lord-lieutenant of the county. 
-OWEN L LOYD, esq. J. p.-Joml MA NGUAN, road inspector.-JollN MULH.~LL, esq. general 
merchant._M. O'BRI EN , laboul'er. -JoHN ROB ER.TSON, esq. J. P. 

A:-'WNG the catholic population in the parish during the last year, the re have been but 
four baptisms of-child ren wh ose parents were no t married . The ri te of baptism is never 
neglected. Mothers very seldom destroy their illegitimate children; the fathers generolly 
n.eglect them. Mr. Mulhall, during 30 years res idence in tbe parish, did not remember a 
slllgJe case of infanticide. A feeling of honour does not often induce subsequent marriages 
as a se.nse of duty . 
. D Ul'l ng three years there has been only one instance of wages awarded by the Boyle 
petty sessions. 
Th~y are never gil'en before the birth of tb e child. In the case above-mentioned,4/ • 

. was given. It is Lelieved that there is no law !:o warrant any pU llisbment on t he applicant. 
The general opinion is, that the loss of character to the female is a considerable difficul~y 
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Comwl,gl~(, 
County l\layo. 

E13.millutiCn5 taken bv 
J ohn Spencer, Esq •• 
Wi!.~n Gt~y, E~q. 

Parish Kilgf'cuer. 
Bar . .MZlrri&k. 

Par. Kilmure Erri6. 
Bllr. Erris. 

Co. Roscommon. 

ExnmiMti"". Hlkf' n hy 
F ra.ucis DiJ;~~II~, F~q. 
W. 'l'.M'C"Ungh, J..Mj. 

Parish Boylc. 
Bar. BQ.91~. 
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BASTA-ltD\', in the way of their makin!! respectable n.'at~hes. This is not so great if the fnt,hel' of such 
chi ldren has been of much hio'her rank In hfe than the mother. In some fcw lOstances of 

Comwught, this nature, money is given by the superior in ,rank to i~duce, some of the poor class It> 
Co. Roscommon. marry the woman. ' Vomen with illegitimate ch,lldren are.Invanably ,lookc.d on as, degrn,rl,ed 

-- from their o\'l'n rank whatever that mny be. Some contmue to resu]c with th eir faollltes 
J:FIOIfI'~J\~1')i?,n5 tak~~ by and are kindly treate'd by them. If the conduct of the bastard is not reprebensible, his birth 

raile,s l~gtnS, ""I] . 
\V.T. !\l'Cullagh, Esq. is seldom thought about. 

P ariah Boyle. 
D:!.r. Boyle. 

Parish Kill-etoon. 
DAr. Balfintobhcr. 

- , 
Parish M oore. 
H alf Barony oi 

M Oj/caTTa. 

Persons wIlD attellded tile Examination, 

Rev. Dr. BLUNDELL, protestant rector of Kileekvon.- Rev. JOHN BOYD, catholic curate of Kilkee_ 
van,-FnAS CIS CLANCY, farmer.-Cox COTTO~' , small fnrmer._J,ulES COULON, potter._ 
M r. THOMA.'; DILLON, shopkeeper.-JAMES GAFFN'iW, working mnson.-Cnpt. GtlAY, Dale. 
ficld.-JollY K ELLY, labourcr.-Rcv, PETER M'DEn~JOTT , cat110lic curate of Kilkccvnn._ 
THOMA S ~ 1 'GRATH, csq., J. P. Cnstleren,-O'CoNNOR DON, Clonalice.- Mr. GEORGE V AUGHA,N, 
farnler.-WILLU:l t R. " fiLLS, esq. Castlel'ca.-OwEN You:w, esq., H arristown. 

TH £R E were eight baptisms of illegitimate chi ldren within. the last 1'2 months in the 
parish of Ki lkee\'an, none of whom arc supported by the paIlsb. The mothers seem as 
kind and as attached to their offspring as otbers ; and the average number of tbose destroyed 
by the mothers is not above two in three years. The mothers latterly resort to a pl'ilctice 
of swearincr informations for rape a~ainst the fathers, in order to induce them to marry; and 
often they'"'baye done so from a feeling of bonour. The magistrates do not grant wages to 
WOlUen with bastards, they refer them to the quarter sessions to proced by civil bill ac tion 
for recovering a debt contracted by stipulation. 

Persons wIlD attended the Examination. 

Rev. J. ANnERSO!--', protestant rector or l\"t oore._ l\llcllAEL CALLANAN, smith ._WILL1A ~1 CLEUE'S'TS, 
wcavcr. - BnY.DI CO!iOLLY, Inbourer._llATil.ICK DOLAN, labourer.-l"'ATJUCK FLYNS', mnson._ 
TIIO~"lS H ,lllRlSO'X, dycr.- Mr. JOliN KELLY, fnrmer._PATRICK KELLY, small farmCI·. -.1omr 
KJLKl:.:~nn·, bailiff on Mr. St. George's estate.-ALExANDEIl. Lmm, chief constable of police, 
Bullydanicl._Re\'. J. l\I'An:.£L\', catholic rector of Moorc.-Mr. JA;\tES MILLER, shopkcepcr._ 
J. l\I'XA)Bll.A, weaver. -l'ATllicK MITCHELL, beggaf._ WILLIA!t1 MURRAY miller.-Tllo.~tAS 

POWER, csq., J . I'., l 'alty,_L.1.um:xcE WATSON, farmer and appraiser. 

" I 0:"; LY baptized one illegitimate child during the last 19. months. There are at present 
1 ~ residing in the parish, who were bom within it during the past 10 yea t'S. Five of these 
are children of the same parents. The mother was married many years ago, and was 
ahandOJ) €:d by' her husband, There '\\'as n report of his death some time ago. and applica­
tion was mad e to me to many her and the f,\lher of the chi ldren to whom I have alluded, 
I wns obliged to refuse, hrwing: no certain proof of the hushand's deuth."-{Mr. 11f' ,lvtelg.) 
--They are never supported by the parish. 

A woman, named M'Nnmura, had a child by a married mnn j he refused to assist her in 
supporting it, and after n. short time went to America, not taking his wife and family. The 
illegitimate chi ld was deserted, but the mother being known. she has been compelled to sup­
po rt it. A child was left about 10 years a~o in the lleiO'bbourhood ofThomastowll . The 
mother was an inhnbitant of this parish . SlUce the child was deserted, she has never been 
seell 0 1' heard of. The infant was only a few months old. 'fbe only other instance we can 
recollect was of a child who was found in a garden near the villaae; it was supposed to be 
about three months old, but not to have been oorn in the parish. TFte neiO'hbours took charge 
of it by turns. and it was taken as much care of by each woman as if it had been one of her 
own children; at the end of nine months it died . During the last three years there have 
been three or four instances of infanticide, In an adjoining parish n. child was found drowned 
whose parents wel'e unknown. In the same parish another was found lying on the road 
side; the body had been frightfully torn, it was supposed by dogs ; and as a man who \Vas 
retu~ning home on his car d rew near the s~ot where it lay, the horse started and plunged 
so VIOlently that the man was t hrown and ktlled by the fall. The mother of an infant, who 
it is bel.ieved ,~as destroyed, was tried for infanticide at. the assizes, and acq ui tted for want 
of sufficient e\'t~ence, though there could not, from the circumstances which appeared, be any 
doubt of her guIlt. 

<l I cannot say tll at I know of morc than one instance of persons who had been unlaw­
fully connected being married before the birth of the child, except where reliO'iolls illfiuence 
has been used ."-( l~atsQII.)--" It i.s the almost illva~able practice that botl~ parties should 
a:ttend attend confeSSIon ~efore marnuge. I thought It my duty on several occasions pub­
~lcly to a~mounce that I WIll no~ celebrate what arc termecl subsequent marriages . I have 
10 a few Instances, ho'"ever, omitted to enforce my own I'ule, beioO'in8uenced to do so by 
the circumstances of the casf!S; and so seldom have instances occ;rred duriocr the 18 years 
tha.t I have had c1l3..rge of this parish, that.r cannot say I ever yet have been obliged to refuse 
any application of the sort."-(Mr. 111'Aveely.) 

UntiL 



julo ,'', STATE OF THE POORER CLASSES IN IRELAND. 55 

'f Until about six years since it was a common practice for women to apply to the sessions 
for wages for nllf~ing and taking, care of thei r illegitimate oflspr.ing. In c?"sequCll?e . how~ 
ever, oTthe exertIons of the magIstrates, and clerg-y. the <:ust?nl IS now cntll'ely aboli shed j it 
was found to give encouragem~nt. to emne ; and no :lp,plicatl.on ~o r such h3.s been made to 
the sessioos court of BaUydamel In the last two years. - (Mtller . .1 

,Yhen the loss of character is .publicly knmvn, women find m uch difficulty in obtaini ng 
respectable matches . Some few Instances, however, have occurred where females, a lter an 
interval of several years, have married well; but those who marry t hem are fo r ever after 
looked upon as having d emeaned thelllseives, notwitbstandiug which they generally ma.ke 
"'ood husbands. o 

We remember but one casc in this parish were money could have formed any inducement 
to such a marriage. Two .of thos~ above alluded to have gone to Am:.rica, though we do 
not beli eve it was any feehng of dlsgmce that made them go. In the mstances stated, the 
women m:nried ns well as they could have expected to do had there been no reproach 
a!ro.inst their character.-(lliurray, Watsoll , ] I ' Jivcciy and 11[' Namara.)--It is thought 
ll~kind to reproach a woman who had fullen from vi rtue. Those who were her friends and 
intimates still continue on good terms with her j but it is very different in case only of sus­
picion. 'The suspicion is made Q. bitter taunt, where the f.'lult, thougb, known would pass 
without a word.- (Miller.) 

In general it is tbought to be very unfair to reproacb a well-conducted man with a slur 
upon lii s birth .- (l\'Jr. M'Areely.)-- But whenever there is a fall ing ou t, it is sure to be 
brou",ht a!!'ainst him.-(FIgllll. )--BuSlul'ds almost always make inferior matches. A 
farm~r wo~ld reluctantly give his dau~btel' to a man not bern in wed lock, but it would be 
twice as bad to have a son who should marry a woman 60 disrrrnced j for a man, no matter 
what he is at the beginni ng, can mise himself in the world by his exertions and conduct; 
but a woman must keep the rank of her birth.-(Miller.) 

P ersons W/IO attended the Examination. 

Rcv. JAM ES CALL,\ GJIAl(, catholic curo. te.- PATlUCK CUINAN, lnbourer._Mr. H UGH GRAY, farmer. 
_ Rev. J.-HtlU M' HuOII, plrish pricst.-Rev. GItORGE 'fnoRNSTOY MAUSTIN, parish curate.­
Mr. DEN IS O'Connor, (nrmer._JAlu Es n OD INSON, 'veavcr.-Rcv. WILLIAM TYNDADL, parish 
priest. 

TRERE is only one d ese rted child in the parish: it is supr.0scd to be ilJeO'itimate, and is 
supported by tll<: ' \)ul'ish. IVJal'ringcs often take place throug I a feeling of duty on t he part 
ofthe fathers of il egitimate children, strengthened by the influence of the clergy . 

.. Girls who have had illegitimate children seldom get mouied except under pecuIiar cir­
cumstances , especially the possession of a little money or a cow, as sometimes happens with 
the daughter of a small farmer, Women of her own degree will work with her after 3. bit, 
but they alwnys look down upon her, and she is pretty sure to be reminded of what has 
happended if ever she ventures to quarrel with nny body. Farmers would not like to sive 
tbeir daughter as a wife to a bastard, but they wou ld allow it if the young man had a httle 
money. or could get a few acres of land.H-(H ugh Gray, farmer.) 

W. J ones, esq. J. P . says, t< The declaration of the woman must be corroborated by some 
acknowledgment, part ]lUyment, or promise of paymcnt on the part of the reputed father; 
but we never decide these q uestions, leaving them always to the assistant barrister, who, on 
being satisfied with the evidence, generally awards 51. to be paid by small instalments . 

Persons who aJtended the Examination. 

Append ix (A.) 

BASTATDY'. 

C(I!maug id, 
Co. nO~(,O !l.lrnOD. 

F.u111inatiu01 taken by 
f r.lnci.!! Dh:gcl1 ~. E,q. 
W. T.3J 'Culb.gh. Esq. 

Parifih .ilIOOfC~ 

H alf Barony of 
_~Io!i((!rrll~ 

County Sligo. 

EXmnilinlior,. tabn by 
Thomas O~ler, Esq. 
J ames O'J'lynn. Esq. 
Parish Adm/ifY. 

Bnr. Tllbbcr-cUI'T!J. 

Mr. P. COOGAN, shopkeeper._ BnlDGET CUMMA.l:NE, widow.-JAMES DAVY, Inbourer.- RoBER.T 
Knm D UKE, esq.-J oliN FINN, labourer._Rev. J OHN GAR'RAT, vicnr.-BARTHoLo~:£\v M ' K 1T .. Po.rish B cllymoat. 
T R1CIC, land agent.-MARTlN KEEN, smo.lI farmer.-Dr. LONGHEED, dispensary gurgeon.- Bar. Corall. 
CHARLES l\hUlO, farmcr.-B. M Omt.1SAY, labourer.-Rev. R. O 'KEAN, padsh priest._RoBERT 
Dan., fnrrner._ AhcHA.EL PRICE, labourer. 

:rH1~ number of b~stards in the parish is supposed to be six; and for the support of such 
children ~pplications used to be made to the petty sessions. but of late years~ froOl the 
doubts raiseH respecting .the jurisdiction <:>f the magi s~rates. they b3:ve ~or some t~me ceased 
to make orders, e:ccept III c~ses of admLt~ed paterm~y; the questJ~n IS now refeyred alto­
gether to the assistant bamster, who deCides In equity, after heanng both partles. The 
sum awa.rded against the fa ther occasionally varies. but is usually about S/. 
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CO'l ll all~},t, 
County Sligo. 

Nt\It\inations tllkeo by 
Thomas Osler, EIq. 
J ames U'Flynn. Esq. 

~ritb Drumcliffi. 
Bar. Carbcry. 

Par. K ilmocshalgoll. 

Bar. TYrTua. 

Palish Sligo. 

Gar. Carbuy. 

Persons who attended the Examillatioll. 

Rev. EDWARD ALWARD, protestant curnte.-Mr. J AMES DARnER, land ogent.- Dr. COULTER. 

dispensary surgeon.-JoHN FE~'},'l, Inbourer.-l\11CIIAEL FENNY, Inbonrer.- 'VlLr.IA1II' P. 
FENNY, farmer.-I\Jr. P. M'TuCKt:R, farmer.-JAMES MULL'EN, Inbourer._Rev. MICIIAEL 

O'CALLAOIIAN, r. p.- Rev. i'l r. SAUNDERSON, presbyterian minister.-C. SYlll'SON, farmer. 

THER E are ,-ery few bastards, and these supported by the parish . The mothers selpoDJ. 
desert tbeir illeoitimate children, and there has not been n case of infanticide more than 
tw ice these 18 y"'ears . The fathers are often induced to marry the mothers, from the fear of 
the woma.n's friends, as well of feelings of honour. 

If the woman can prove a promise and part payment, she can recover wa~es at the 
sessions as a simple debt. 

The people have a great dislike to marry a woman who has had an illegitimate child , 
and many more of them remain unmarried through life than nre married. They frequently 
leave the country, and are sent away by their parents, as they conside r it better to send 
them where they arc not known than give them to inferior persons at home; they some. 
times get husbands through the influence of persons in n higher station. At first there is 
great outcry against a girl who has a bastard, but if well conducted it soon wears off, and 
she is treatcd as usual, except whcn quarrels arise, and then they always charge her with 
her shame. There is also 3. strong objection amongst the fanners to connect themselves 
with illegitimate children, and they will DOt give their daughters in marriage to them, 
without strong motives to counterbalance the disgrace. . 

Persons CJho ottended tlte Examination. 

Rev. 'VILLIAM GROVE, rector, ]. p.- Dr. HOlIAY, dispensary surgeon.- -- H"YLEAS, e~q., J. 1'. 
-JAMFS MAGEE, parish clerk and fnrmer._ JOHN MULLO'lVN£Y, hlacksmith.-JouN" TEN1'ES"NYj 
farmer.-Rev. __ WHITE, parish priest, &c. &c. 

THE nu mber of bastards in this parish is very small, and cases occur not oftener than 
once in. the year, on an avemge; they are llever supported by the parish, and scarcely ever 
deserlt:d by the mothers, and no instance of infanticide has ever been heard of. 

The fathers in general give as much assistance towards their support as they can. 

Perso1l$ who attended the Eraminatiolls. 

Rev. 1\[, .<\RlISTRO!<G.- Right Rev. Dr. BUHKE, rorunn-catholic bishop of Elpll.in.-Rev. J. DUNLE' 

"\'IE, parish priest.-R. FEEN'EIt"Y, lnbourer.-Jom~ H.-lllTr., shopkeepcr.- FRANK KE1'tNIT, 
!nbourer.-J AMES KENNY, esq., M. D. disrensary._JOIIN l\ IAnTIN, esq., M. P. -JAMES RAFFERTY, 
lahourcr.-\VtLLlAM STOl'FORD, farmer . 

T HE number of bastards in the parish is not known, but is supposed to be very small i 
they are never supported by the parish; are very seldom deserted by the mothers; and cases 
of mfanticide are never heard of. 

I 
'Vaaes are never awarded to the mother, except when slle can prove a promise on the 

part of the father and part payment, she then recovers the support of the child as servant's 
wages. 

Girls who have had illegitimate children find great difficulty in procurincr husbanqs; no 
man who knows of her .. misfortune," will marry her, unless induced by 0 a S"ood sum of 
money. Intlividuals of the poorer classes are often induced by persons of h igher s~ation 
to ma rry those women. It is the usual wa.y of getting rid of them: a man who so marries 
is considered" a mean fellow." 

Those ",omen who have had illegi t imate children are looked upon by the rest of their 
sex in the parish with great contempt at fi rst, but that wenrs off. ' :Villiam Stopford said, 'f In 
SODle time she hears no more about it, until they quarrel, and then it is time to be the first 
thing th rown at her." A good deal of this feelia~ also goes with the child; " bastard" is a 
term of contempt, and a small farmer would certalOly have an objt:ction to give his daughter 
to a bastard, though othcrw~se a.n eligible match .. I t frequently happens that wom~ 
threaten to swear a rape agamst a man, to force Illm to marry her ; it mostly ends ID. 

marriage j they are often married ill the dock during the trial. 
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Persons fl)ho attended the Examination. 

Re'-, GEO ltOE. DAWSO~" impropriatc curate of J\ ghade. and vicar of DaUin.- Rev. Mr. htNSE.L.\, 
1'. P., of Ballin.- Mr. MICH.-I.EL L ENON, miller and farm er.-Mr. THOMAS TOML I NSON, farme r. 

TIIERf,: arc about 1,1) bastards in the parish, and none of them ha ve any claim on it fo r 
support; they UTe greatly ,neglected by their ~alhers. who s~o'~ ~o incli~atio~ t? repai~ the 
iniury they have done their mothers , by mar~Jage , o~ by ~~amtamll~g their oflsprl~lg. 1 here 
is -no instance recollected of a mother destroymg her Ill egitimate clllld. and deRertlOu of them 
is rare. 

From time immemorial it h~s been custom~ry for women having bastards to apply at 
petty sessions for wages to be gIVen towards theu' support by the fathers . 

The amount (riven varies from 31, to 4/., according to the promises and means of the 
father. The awoard is never made until after the birth of the child. 

The effect of this system of wages can with d ifficu lty be ascerta ined, as we were unable 
t o compare the present st~te of the pari~h with its condition and moral feeli~g before the 
introduclion of the pract.lce. However It \nay be, many women can be pomted out who 
have had n umerous children by different fathers. Mr. Kinsela can particularize more thnn 
1 2 women under these circumstances, all of whom have had more than one child. 

A wum an who has had many bastards does not on that account suffer any dimin ution 
in the amount of wages assigned to her, nor is she ever visited with any kind of punish­
ment. 

Public opinion is the only check on her unchastity; fo r though it occasionally happens 
that such women succeed in procuring husbands, the repugnance to them is very general 
with both sexes, and is even extended to their ch ild, who finds the same diffi culty as his 
olother in getting married; nevertheless a bribe wi ll sometimes overcome this antipathy to 
the parent of an illegitimate child; and Mr. Kinsela quotes two cases, in one of which a 
cabin with a piece of ground, in the other from 151. to 20l. was offered with such a WOOlau, 
and speedily cbtained her a parhler. He adds, that the union turned out most unfa\'our 
ably. 

The only thin" necessary to procure an order for wages is an avowal of t he putative 
father, who is always summoned to attt!nd the sessions, :lnd a proof of some pro mise \)1' 

contract on hi s part. In these prt!limilla ries her general character is in no way brouO'ht into 
consideration. A second demand for the same purpose meets wit h no greater ;b~tacl e 
than the fi rst; although it is permitted to the man to disprove her statement, her oath aloce 
not being sufficient to preclude his defence. ' 

Much doubt exists as to whether the law gives the magistrate any power to punish the 
reputed fu ther shou ld he be unable or unwilling to pay the wages ordered, which are gene­
rally in one sum and at once. The ap{leal to the law, which is made directly by the woman 
at l?elty sessions, without the interventIon of the churchwarden, ill asmuch as the parish has 
no lIlterest whatsoever in the result, mos t generally exasperates and disgusts the fathe r, and 
cuts o~ every chance of his uniting himse lf to the woman. In some instances men under 
such cIrcumstances have left the country, and have been traced, some to England , and, 
according to Mr. Dawson, even to America. If the mother fail to prove her assertions the 
?laintcnance of her offspring devolves entirely upon herself ; and her only remaining remedy 
IS the bringing an action by civil bill at qual·ter sessions, and recovering t ht!reby the expense 
she had incurred in the nursing the child. 

When wages are not "ranted, the mother hus little else left than begging; and the refusal of 
the father to assi!';t her ~as in some instances driven her to prostitution as a mode of support 
for Ilerselr and child, on whom are thus entailed all the vices and immoralities of a vagrnnt 
state; and in others, has led to threats or even to personal violence to the child or its fath l!r. 
A~ids t this state of things we cannot be surprised if privations are sometimes endured: 
whIch materially injure the health of both mother and offspring. 

,vice must have obtained a complete ascendency in the mind of a woman before she can 
bnng herself to the commission of crimes so unnatural as desertion or infanticide; and it is 
only just to suppose, that she who has been ooce guilty of either one or the other, will not 
only never regam her lost st!Ir-respect, but he more p rone to similar actions afterwards. ';V e 
eouJd not learn that any woman here who had remni ned unmarried in early lire had been 
known to ge t illegitimate ch ildren, in order to secure hersel f a maintenance in old age; and 
although it WaS said that some women had sworn a rnpe against the father of their cI~ild 
fo~ the purpose of inducing marriage, Mr. Lenon, when questioned expressly on the pOUlt", 
saId, 'r t hat he cou1d Dot remember an example." 

Appendix (A .) 

BASTARDY. 

Leinsier, 
County Carlow. 

El:l.rDiualioUl la!,en b.1 
T, Nug. Vushan, Esq. 
Cnplain While. 

Parish Aghade and 
Balli,1. 

Bar. Fort" . 
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IhSTltIt.D¥. 

LcjnsfeJ', 
County Carlow. 

Xlll.minaliQns ta'ken by 
T . Nug. VaugbaD, E$!}. 
Cliputin White. 

Parish Ca,·low. 
Bar. Carlow. 

Persons who attellded the r:.ramiJlution. 

Lieut. J.\:.II::S B.4.TTERSfiV, mngistnlte, chief constable of police.- Rev. Mr. BLOOD, presbyterian 
c\ergyman.-iVIr. RonERT llROWKE, secretary to the grand jury._Mr. E. BUTLE R, magistrate._ 
Mr. BYR~£, 11 years in the employ or Mr. Coffee, brc\\'er._ l\1 r. JOlIN COFFEE, malster and brewer. 
--TJI03US Cox, esq., distiller and mel'chant.-Rev. i\IICHAEL DWYER, n.. c. cu\'ate._ l\lr. S,\:\fUEL 
H AUG HTON, general merchant and slorckeepcr.-Ml·. T. HAUGlITON, magistrate.-ADAM JACK­
sox, esq.-S-r.\NBV JOIl XSOl', baker.-RoB£RT KENNA, labourer, in the employ of Mr. Colfee, 
bre wer._ROBERT L.lWLOIl, groccr.-JosEPH LVNcn, working carpenter nnd bu ilder._1'Ilr. 
FRANC I S MONTGOMERY, Ilpothecnry.-Right Hcv. Dr. NOLAN", n. c. bishop.-Mr. lVhADI: NESBITT­
STONE) physicinn.-Rev. GEORGB VERNON, rector of the parish. 

THERE are 50 illegitimate and fOUl~dl i ng children in this parish, 10 of whom are supported 
by it. 1\'lothers frequently deser~ thei r c1nldren. . . 

There is a "'oman at present III gaol for the offence, who was offered her !tbefty If she 
would take the child , and refused . They also frequently destroy them. Lieutennnt Bat­
t ersby, J. 1' ., states that he held three inquests within the last 14 months on destroyed 
childi'en; two of them were discovered by dogs, who had mangled them. Thcy are some­
times fo und floating in the ri ver; one child was seen t.aken up in an eel net. The fa.thers 
neglect the child ren , and never are known to many the mothers, through any sense of 
honour. 

It is a common practice for women with bastards to apply for wages at the petty sessions, 
and has been the systcm for many years. 

The :tmoullt award ed (never before the birth of the ch ild) depends on the circumstances 
of the father, ne,'er e.xceeding 6l. late [ri sh currency; th e al'erage is 41. Many cases have 
occurred of women havi nO' several illecritimate children, but seldom by diffm'eut fathers 
Their havinrr more than on~ bastard ma~es no difFerence in the amount of wages awarded 
to them; ll;r h ave they evcr been llUnished at petty sessions wben making the appl icatioll, 
there beinrr uo law fo\' th e purpose. 

No inst~nce has occurred of young men wish ing to marry s uch women for the sake of the 
",no-es ,"ranted at petty sessions, the amount is so triflin~. Girls who have had illegitimate 
chi'fd\'e~ find "reat difficulty in getting husbands; but a little money generally overcomes it. 
Sometimes pe~sons of the poorer classes are induced by the wealthier to marry such womeD, 
by gettil1O' some pecuniary or other aid. Kenna and Byme, labourers) know three instances 
in Carlo,;; and Mr, Hauabton mentions a person givin~ a cottage and a small garden, with 
a sum of 10/. or 1~ I., to induce a labourer to many ulldersuch circuUlsto.nces . A labourer, 
as he states, would have no objection, from his anxiety to get a H piece of gro und." The 
fee linO' towards such women, by their own seX', is unfavourable ; and in the case of a b as­
tard , ~ farmer wou ld have &,I'eat reluctance to give his daughter to one:, lest h e may inherit 
the bad quulities of his molher. 

Before the reputed father is compelled to pay wages to the mother, proof of contract is 
requi red as evidence, or promise of wages, supported by evidenc~ Ol' the confession of the 
father; n OlO does the woman's oath preclude proof to the contrary 011 the mail's pa rt; and 
before a decree is issued against the fathel', it Ill ust be proved that he was summoned duly. 
The general charactel' of the wOI'nan does not interfere with her application, where fa.cts are 
proved. An order of payment within 10 days is issued. 

I n defanlt of the reputed father paying the s um awarded (the whole of which must be 
paid in 10 days), he is imprisoned for three months; but if it proceeds from inability, the 
sentence is mitigated to a fo rtniaht or thl-ee weeks. Application is never made to the 
churchwardt!u by the mother; aiways to the magistrate. The sentence has not, in any 
instance, caused the father to abscond; but in no case would the parish t..'lke charge of the 
child. F rom the deci sions made at petty sessions 011 these points, appeals have been fre­
quently made to the quarter sessions . 

Very often womell wh o have bastards are driven to begging, and usually go out of their 
parish es to beg j in thi s way they become inured to all the vices and miseries of a vagi-ant 
life; in very many instances prosti tution is the result; and it was considered that almost all 
prostitution may be traced to that cause. An instance was told of a a irl beina driven from 
h er father's house, and having no other means of support, wh ile th~ childre"'n are almost 
invariably brought up in vice. Three instances in this town where the children were reared 
without education or religion. Besides, it is often the source of ill-feeling and of violence 
when the father refuses to support the child. 

« I," (says Mr. H aughton) <t as a magistrate, have had frequently to commit women to 
gaol for outrages on the person and property of the father." 

The difficulty of supporting the child bas llOt been often the cause of injuring- the mother's 
health; but decidedlr it destr0'ls the childre'!; the majority of them die in childhood. 
Mr. Vernou states an lnstance 0 a young prostitute, 20 years of age, who has a child about 
every year; they always die before they are six or seven months ofd. 

The woman's mind, before she can desert her ch ild, has become degraded. and sh e h er­
self more hardened. M r. Vernon mentions a woman who was committed for trial on two 
different occasions for infanticide. 
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PcrSOIlS tI.'ho (litem/edt/II! E -ramillatiull. 

ReI'. AUTUUll HM'S ATli:lr\SON. protestant curate.-PJIlLU' BAGS,\LL, csq., J. 1'. Dunlcckny._ 
Hon. and Hev. D r-,\'!', lli:Rc;'ARD, rector of 'Veils, \Vest Jdronc._l\'h. PxrnlCK DOULGlm, ftlflllCl', 
l\ilcnrrick.- HonttlT nUl;J;UI:.Y, shocmakcr.-M ... \\'n,l.lA:\! CORUIGAY, r ostM:l Slcr.-J."-l!1'.5 

DAns, millll'right and carpentm'._Mr. DOWLlYG, brewer lind groccr.--JoIIN H AN,\IIJ\~, 
labourer.- Licut. Huoll HAWKSIIAW, chief constable of police.- Rev. 1I'lr. K ElIoe, parish priest, 
Leighlin, barony of West Jdl'Onc.-!\II'. lhCHAltD KeHoE, mCl'chant.-l\fr . .JOilX LITTLE, 

ornpcr._TnOM.\S LITTOY, csq., lJagnnlstoll'n.-Rcv. Mr. M'MAHON. cathulic curntc of ,Veils. 
Wcst lurone.-JoHN l\ IAoEE, brewer nnd f.·Hffier, Leighlin, borony of\Vest Idl·onc. -!\I r. I' ATlllCK 
i\lon,\N, grocer unci merchant, Leighlin.-'VILLlA)[ O'NEILL, esq.-Mr. T ERENCE O'NEILL, inn­
keeper anti former, Lcighlin.- Hcv. Mr. ANDREW PUELAX, roman-cntholic condjutor. _ Colonel 
ROCIITORT, magistrate. Clagrennn. _ Rev. S.\~[UJ:L Ronlm1's, parish priest, Leighlin._ -- S1:'I ­

OLtTO~, esq., farmer and merchant.-!'Ilr. P .\TRtCK Tn.nNtY, grocer and farmer._i.'Ifr. H:tN"n.Y 

W.'\TSON, general merchant, Leighlill. 

THE Rev. MI'. Atkinson says, H there are t hree bastards;" .and the Rev. Mr. Phelan 
states, "that among the catholics there are six an nually in the parish ofDunleckney;" and 
in the parish onVells, Rev. Mr. Kehoe states, "that there are 20 annually, and the mothers 
arc frequently knolln to desert their illegilimate children." 

Ver\' few IIIstances al'e known of men mal'l'ying the mothers of their illegitimate child en 
throuo'h a sense of honour; but the Rev. Mr. Kehoe mentions one instance of a m an who 
mnl'ri~d pre" ious to the birth of the child . 

.M r. Litton s tates an instance within the last six months, where the mother brought lhe 
child and left it. at the house of the father. 

The Rev. ~h. Kehoe also knows two instances within the last 1 2 months; and the Rev. 
Mr. Phelan mentions, that he has know n three instances of infanticide within the last two 
Jeal's. 

The Rev. 1\11". Kehoe stales an instance within the last 12 mon ths, where a ~irl of 18 
years of age delivered herself of a child in a field, and in 24 bours after, it was du.cOl'ered 
with a fracture in its skull; the murder could not be brought home to the mother, who 
absconded immediately and has not s illce been heard of. 

Colonel Rochfort says, " that the mothers of illegitimate children nre in the habit of 
applying at the petty sessions for .vagcs, and that the amount granted to them by the 
sessions is generally from 31. to 4/. a yeu)', but varies accol'di ng to circumstances anJ the 
means of the t'at.hcr!' 

Mr. Litton states an instnnce of a woman who di ed about two years since of cholera 
that had fou r or five illegitimate children by three different fathe rs, two of whom are nOw 
begO'i ng. 

J\fr. Atkinson knows an insta.nce of a woman who had three ch ild ren by three different 
fathers. 

" The waO'es granted at the sessions are too small to be an inducemen t to man'y the 
mothers of flleO'itimate children; but even if larger. the men would be nshamed."-(l\1r. 
L itton.) = 

Colonel R ocUfol·t says, u that there is very little difference in t he conduct of her neigh­
bours towards a O'irl who has had an iIIeO'ibmate child under a promise of marriage, always 
supposing be l' tol1ave been deceived; t1~cre is a feeling however against the bastard." 

Mr. :Magee knows an instance of a father wbo refused hi s daughter to a man thus cir­
cumstanced, who otherwise would be an eligible match . 

. Mr. Atkinson knows a case where the friends of a. young man wer..e opposed to a match 
because the g irl was a bastard, although he ultimately mamed her. 

~olonel R ochfort says, <I Before grantinrr wages at sessioDs to mothers of illegitimate 
children, either a proof of contract, or a p~omise or confession on the part of the putati\·e 
father is requi red, and the oath of the woruan does not preclude the offering of proof to the 
contrary on the part of the man. The reputed father must be summoned, and service of 
~ummons must be proved before an order is ))ronounced. The general cbaracter of the mother 
I S taken into consideration, although a second application would be equally successful, the 
wages being granted to her not as the mother, but as the nurse of the child; but after one 
or two delinquencies, if ·the magistrates can obtain a strange nurse, tbey will give her the 
preference. ' 

They cODsider they have the power to grant a warrant either against the ~an's good.s or 
pe~on; but i n the event of his inability to pay, there is a doubt of their belDg authomed 
to lmprison or punish him ; the amount of wages is usually awarded in one sum, but accom­
modation is given to the parties to pay by weekly instalments or otl.lerwise, ~ceord ing to .the 
means of the father. The granting of wagc, does not, but tbe mterventiOn of the priest 
often does, induce the reputed fatber to marry the mother of his illegitimate cbild. . 

Mr. Hawkshaw says, he is aware of sevcral iu!';tances where such mfluence was exel'clsed. 
Mr. l!dagee knows a.n instance of an action having been brought by civil. bill at the court 

of quarter sessions for nun:ing. by the mot.her of an illegitimate child, against the reputeu 
father, and a distress levied a~inst his goods for the amount granted. 

When expelled by their families and the seducers do not marry tbem, those wowen who 
hayc had illegitimate children are obliged to heg for their subsist.ence, and are sure to go 
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away into straoO'e parishe~. Mr. Singleton know!'; an instance which occu rred this day of 
a young woman ~nd her parents threatening a man with violence if he did not marry her, 
and h e has promised to do so. 

T h e Re\·. Mr. Kebce says, It I t is usual ~itb women ~ot only t.o threaten but (tctually to 
swear a. rape against the reputed father, In order to Illduce 1um to malTY, and that on 
an averaO'e they succeed in their object in hal f the number of cases." 

Mr. H~\Vkshaw states two instances as coming under his own k nowledge within the last 
nine months. I n the one. the boy married the woman. but within fou r months subsequen tly 
deserted her. I n the otber, the man is in prison under the charge; but from circumstances 
which have transpired, very little doubt is entertained, but that the g rand jury will ignore 
the bill . 

P ersons who atlwded the Examillatioll . 

Mr. J_UI F.s BYR.NE, ftlrmer.-l\1r. PATIliCK BYltNE., fllrroer.- ROBEltT D OYNE, esq., J . p.- Mr. J OlUf 

Fun;-, farm el·.-Mr. G.UAVlN, fnrmer._Licutcnnnt Huon HA'\' SI1 AW, cntholic curate._Rev. 
1\lr. K \.n ::ocJI , parish pricst of St. l\fullins ._l'IIr. TnOlIAS ~lURPllY , farmel·.-llcv. JAMES 

SAUSDEns, \'icar of Claragoosc.-Rev. Mr. WALSH, parish priest of Borris.-i'lIr. GEORGE 
WUITY EY, urewcl' and fnrmer. - Jolt" WILCOC.li6, csq., surgeon. 

TilE parisb nel'e r provides for the maintenance of illegitimate children, of which the 
number at present is about six. None of the witnesses can recoHect an instance where a 
woman has desE:fted her bastard , although she generally experiences much difficulty in pro­
curing- ally assistnnce from the fatb el', and is often obli~ecl, accord ing to MI'. Kavenngh, to 
have l'ecourse to the extreme step of leav ing the child ID the father's house, when he either 
allows her B. sum of money , or p-ocures a nurse to take her place. It is seldom that a man 
thinks himself bound to repair the injury which he has done to the woman whom he has 
seduced, by off~rinO' her marriarre at a subsequent period. T he Rev. M r. Kavenagh states, 
tha t hi~ persuasion~'ba\'e not s~cceed ed in bringing about such a reparation in more than 
two or three instances . 

Many womell, after hav ing vain ly endeavoured to obtain assistance from the fathers of 
their illegitimate children, make application at the petty sessions to be allowed wages, as 
nurses, and it has been the prnctice from time immemorial to award them sums, varying in 
some degree, accordi nO' to tlle circumstances of the man, but in general averaging about 
4 t. per an llum. .1 Thi~ was the sum," says MI'. Doyoe ... which was given in a case that 
was brought before the bench about six weeks ago." Under this system some women have 
h ad several bast.'lrflS in succession, and one woman is mentioned who has borne four to the 
same father . The magistrates have 110t the power of inflicting any punish ment on a woman 
who makes an applicat ion of the nature described, and a lthough she shonld have repeatedly 
become a mo ther, t hey are not authorized, .on that account, to make nny difference in the 
amount adjudged to her. I t has never been observed, that the money granted as waO'es 
has induced a young man to propose marriage to a girl in the receipt of it. The Rev. 111:1'. 
Saunders~ howc,'er, obsen'es, that he recollects a case where an elderly man sho lVed much 
iuc1inution to u!l ite himself to n woman under such ci rcumstanccs, and was with difficulty 
dissuaded by the priest from doing so. He justified his in tention by saying, that as it was 
he had nobody to wash his linen. In general, girls who have had illegitimate child ren are 
slow in gettin9; married , and there is hardly an instance where even tht: promise of money 
from an individual of a higher class has succeeded in getting them a husband . Mr. Doyne 
is only able [0 mention one case where su~h an inducement was laid hold of; A gentleman, 
who had had a child by a young woman, gave her 'lol. to procure herself a husband; a. 
tradesman proposed and promised marriage, but after getting loans from tilUe to time, until 
h17t fOI'~u ne WIHI exh austed, I~G refused to fulfi l his engagement, and on her l'em,oostratiog 
With hi m he beat her most VIOlently. He was subsequently committed, and fined fo r the 
assault. The \lrcvalcnt feel ill~ towards a WOlllan who ha.il lllisconducted herself, is one of 
pity and commiseration; her md iscretioll i3 visited rather more severely upon her offspring, 
and there are few farmers that would not be unwilling to give their dnuO'h ter to a man that 
had not been ~om in .wedlock. :A.. woman who seek s an award of wage~ applies directly to , 
the petty SeSSlOll3, Without havlOg recourse to the churchwarden j she is required , bc.';Jdes 
h er own oath , to produce some corroborative proo f of a promise having heen made to hcr 
by .the man to who~ she ir~lp u~es her child, to allo~v her somethin.g to meet the expenses to 
be IIlcurred by her In nurslDg It. At th e same time, the man 1S allowed to d isprove her 
assertions hy any evidence in his power, and he is always summoned to meet h er when the 
case is to be heard. As general character is, in some measure, taken into cons ideration in 
these cases, a s,econd appfication by the same woman is by no mean!! as likely to mcet with 
success as the first. If a .man ~e unable to pay. the sum decreed by the bench. the magis­
tra te;; can.not procee~ agal~st Ins person j but. lf be have any property, they can issue an 
orde r of dlstramt agamst hIS goods. The sum IS generally ordered to be llaid before the next 
court-day, under the penalty mentioned. The payment of it has never been found so onerouS 
as to force the futher to com promise it by marriage; and ouly one instance is known where 
a man has absconded, in order to elude it. 

It is not the cllstom here for women to bring actions at the quarte r sessions for the re­
covery of, expenses incurred in nursing illegitimate children. 

In the \llstances where wages huve not been granted in this barony, the mother has con­
tinued 
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f!.i ll ued to support, her chil~ ~'\' !thout bein~ driven either to ~egging or prostitution , but not 
wilhout the occasional exhibitIOn of much resentment agamst her seducer. .. One girl:' 
says ?dr. Hawkshuw, u who ha~ h~d two children by t~e s~e man, ,threatened ,to burn his 
.cal>in and premises . The man mdlcted her, b ut be faded In procuring a true hill from the 
granu jury." 

Persom who attended tlte E.t:amination. 

,\ppeDdix (A .) 

BASTARDY. 

L ein'ler, 
Count}' Carlow, 

Eun.iuationl l ~kell by 
T . Nu~. Vll u~I"lII, 144. 
Capuln Whire-

Captain C.UlTER._Reverend G. DAWSO~, late curate of Tullow._RoBi:1I.T Don,E, esq. J. P._ --- - --­
Mr. D WYER, farmer._M ajor E USTACE, J.p._ i\l r. T n oMA S GEnMAIN E, drape r lind ftlrrner._ Parish Tullow. 
Reverend BERt.SFon o JOH NSTON, rector. - J AMES KEELEY, ma$on. · - PATRICK M' ANAB \', Rar. Ruthrilly. 
]o.bourer.- LAWREKCE l\f I1Rl'HY, carpenter.- Mr. L A "'RENCE M unPIn, innkeeper nnd iat·mer.-
J AMES NE IL, Jabourer. ·-Heverend THO~I,\ S NOLAN, P. P., administrator.- MI·. JOHN NOL AN, 
farmer.-JonN PAYNE, esq. M.D.-Mr. MICHAEL ROACH E.- l\Jr. JOli N WHALEY, grocer.-
Cnptain WHEL.H:, J. P. 

TUE numLer of bastards in the pari sh is about seven or eight annually; but a t present 
it does not SUppOI·t any. Mothers do not frequently desert their illegiti mate children, 
thouO'h Dr. Payne lmewone case in the last year and a half, nod MI'. Nolan fou r within 
the l~st fou( years . They do not generally destroy their chi ldren ; but :Mr. Nolan knew 
three cases ill which they did through fear of exposure of character during the last three 
years; one was strangled nnd another smothered . A feeling of honour docs not induce 
suusequent mnniagc. MI'. Nolan has three cases at this moment who refuse ru:tr riage ; one 
of tll.t:m, notwithstanding promises and the consent of parents, and even the banns being 
pu bli shed . 

The system of women applyi ng with bastards for wages at petty sessions is common; the 
amount usually ~I'anted in such cases is about 3l. per annum j the t ime such a system 
has been in operation is beyond recollection. Wages are never . awarded before the birth 
of the child j the amount gIVen is not always the same; it generally varies accord inO' to the 
contract or promise of the reputed father. Since the system of allowing wages ~ roa~y cases 
have occurred of women having several illegitimate children, and by diffe rent fathers. 
Mr. Germain kn ew one woman who had five children by five different lathers.; D r. Payne 
kn ew a case of seven children by seven different fathers; Captain Carter, of four children by 
four different fathers; and the Rev. MI'. Nolan knew 10 women havi ng three or fOllr chil­
dren each, and each child by different futhers. No punishment is inflicted all the applicant 
for wages, nor is nny difJ'erence in the amount awarded made on the ground of applicant 
ha,ring had more than one illegitimate child. None of the young men have e\'inced any 
anxiety to ma.rry such womeu fol' the sake of benefiting by the wages . on the contrary, 
such girls 60(1 great difficulty in procllring husbands. Individuals of the poorer class are 
frequently iofluenced by persons of higher station to contract marriaO'es with such charac­
ters, who are despised by every one. ~M 1'. John Nolan knew a case '~lcre the labourer who 
married had Go I. pel' ann um settled on the woman; she is since dead, and her husband at 
present is a mend icant. Mr. Germain knew two or three cases. Dr. Payne stated a case 
where a fa rm was given to each of two brothers; t.he one married the mother, nnd the other 
her illegitimate ch ild. All p resent allowed the system to be prevalent. A smnll farmer 
would not ~ive bis daughter to a bastard unless tempted by some considerable· adv an tageii. 
T\1r. Germam knew at present an instance of a father refusing his dallghter under such cir­
cumstances. The evide nce required by the sessions is a proof of some promise OT contract 
-by the fathcl'£ j the oath of the WOllian does not preclud e any oath to the contrary offered 
,by the man. The reputed father is al ways summoned to attend the sessions, and the general 
chamcter of the woman is not reO'arded: a second application of the womall is successful. 
The powers of the magistrate to punish t he father in case of refusal to pay such wages are 
'doubtful; the amount g i\'en 01' awarded is usually paid in quarterly instal ments . The 
fath ers occasionally abscood ,vhen the wages are ordered; in such case the support fulls 
upon the mother, not the pari sh . D r. Payne stated a case within hi3 own knowledge in 
which a child was dcserted bv its mother ;lad discovered at the door of a cabin; it was sup­
ported by voluntary cOlltributions ferI o days, when it died. 'Vomen have brought actions 
by ci \'il bill atthe quarter sessions for nursmg. and recov~red. 

'Vomen WitJl bastard chi ldren are generally compelled to resort to begging, and then quit 
their own parish, wh ich inures the children to all the immoralities of a vagrant life. rhe dif 
ficully of' snpportill O' herself and children fr!quently drives 0. woman to prostitution, in 
which case the child~en are necessarily bl'ollO'ht up and continue in vice ; the refusal of t~e 
re puted father to maintain the child frequently leads to ill-will between the parties. Captam 
Carter stated an ins tance of the burninO' of a house and hag:Q'ard, Mr. Germain of windows 
'being broken, and Dr. Payne mentioned a dwelling-house b~eing set on fire. T he diffi~u.lty 
of supporting the child freq,uently injures the mother's health. and from the scanty prOVISion 
the chi ld often sufl'ers. 
. The sta~e of ~Iind io1o which a mother is brought before she destroys or deserts her c~ild 
must be luvhly lmmoral, and even afterwards it causes her to be less careful of human hfe. 
'Rev. 1\1r. Nolan stated a case where a woman co-operated with her daughtel' to destroy 
an illegitimate ofl:sprinO' of the latter; and Mr. John Nolan added, that was the second child 

. .to which the woman h~d .gi~en birth . . . 
A woman uoder snch cll'cumstances, of course. loses all self-respect. and the uabit of con-
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Leillstcr. 
Couoty Carlow. 

Enrninatious takell by 
'1'. NUl;. Vaughan. E.C}. 
Captain White. 

audino' herself correctly in her relations in life. ,"Yomen often hnve illegi timate children 
at or after 40 years of age; and James Nl!il bas heard beggars dc~lare that .when Lhey could 
not get married, they had such children for the .purpose of suppol'tmg ~hem In age. Maniage 
is frcquentlyindllced from the.w~mell tlneatcllmg to.sweara rape against the ~<lthe~" James 
Neil remembe red ten cases WltllIll till! la,:t fi,'e or SIX years; one man, he saHI, dill marn' 
u nder such a threat.. but SOOI1 afterwards d eserted his wife j and he saw n young lIl an who 

Jlrcferred O'oinn' to Cu rl ow O'aol. rather than mar ry, under the th reat. 
~ 0 0 • r 

Rev. B . Johnston thought. it was as common ~or a wom~n .to act so, us fOr thf! sun to 
shine, and recollected many llIstnnces where Dl:lrrl3gC had, In ~consequcnce, actually taken 
place. 

Parish Tullo;;," 
Bar. Ratll-rilly. 

County Kildare. 

Par. Cadamsto:m 
Union . 

Bar. Carlxr!J. 

P ar. QJAflrdrnl!()l 
Union. 

Bar. Kilk~n and 
lI100M. 

Perl,ons who attellded the Examination . 

J:\;\!ES BAn'F., publican and farmer._, rcry Re\,.lVIr. FLA~AGA~.-EDwAlln l\1AIlKS, Inbourer._ 
P ,\Tnl CK l\IULY,~NY, til1ng~ farmer.-J. H. NANOLE, esq. J . P., resident country gen tlcmnn .. _ 
TIev. EUGtN£ O'RElLY, catholic cUl'ste.·-Rev. ~Jr. P AL!IIEIl, protestant rector. 

T H E Re,'.lH r. Flanagan states, that in the six parishes under his care, 'with a \lopulation 
of 5 .000, t here is not all an average more than one bastard born every year. If t Ie parents 
are known, the parish does uot support t.hem. The Illothers sometimes desert, but in rare 
instances destroy the children , T he fathers often neglect tbe child ren; a feeling of hon!)u f 
bas frequently induced them to mal'ry the moLher. 

'fhe system of a~plying fol' wages at petty sessions has commenced lately. 
\Yages are not given before the birth oftbe child, except where the promise of a definite 

SUIll has been proved. Mr. Nangle says. when n child has been sworn to a man, he generally 
consents to pay something to its sUp'port, which is regulated by the magistrate, accol'd ing 
to the means of t he father of the duld . Tilcre are some few instances in which t.ho father 
refuses to give anyth ing : the magistrates have no power to enforce it. T he amount of 
wages varies according to the means of the father; tbe maximuDl 3t. per year, the minimum 
1 I. 4$. 

A young man of the lowest class would feel degraded by marrying a woman who had bad 
an ille~itimate child by another. J ames Marks says , " No irish man would demean hi mself 
by such an act." G irls wbo have had bastards seldom can get any ouc to marry them 
except those men by WbOO1 they were seduced j they are looked on as de~raded pe rsons, 
and scnreely associated witb. J ames l\Iarks says, t hey U are generally lOOked down on." 

- Bastards are looked on ill the same view; a small farmer would refuse a match with n 
basta rd . 

The woman's oath is generally attended to j t he man usually admits the paternity. on the 
oath of t he mother. 

!\II' . Nanule, J . P . says the magistrates have no power to punish the reputed father, if he 
should think proper to refuse wages. The payment is usually made weekly or quartel'ly j if 
neglected , the magistrntcs usually en fo rce it to the amount of h is promise. There are fe \v 
inst3nces of application to the magis tratcs to enforce payment. AftCI' doi ng so. m;'l ITiarre 
seldom tnkes place. No a pplication is ever made to the chu rch \Vun.l ~ns. The mother i~­
\'a1'iably supports the ch ild whether she receives assistance or not. Actions for llul'siuD' 
have been brought against the father at the quarter sessions, ns "\'\'ell as applications a t petty 
RessioDs; when the father has engaged a woman to nurse his child. so much as fj l. have 
been recovered at petty sessions. 

Women are obliged to beg if wages are not grantcd, and they al ways beg at a distance 
from home; they roay return when they think thei r misconduct forgotten. 

'~'he children generally become vagrants, and their mothers are sometimes driven to prosti­
tution . 
Th~ refusal of the father to support the child often leads to great disputes, and someti mes 

to sen ous outrages. . 
The necessity of begging often injures the health both of the mother and the child. 

P ersons who attended the Eramination. 

HonERT AncnDoLD, esq. magistrate.-BRYAN BOULG'E.R, labourer.- Mr. J OHN CORCORAN, farmer.­
. Tllo~lAS DORAN, labourer.- Rev. WUR'E.NCE DUNNE, parish priest of Castledermot and Timolio.­

Mr. JOHN DUNNE, farmer._ Re\'. R. L. Fit2gibbon, parish curate of Castledermot.- Hev. ARcn­
nOLD HA1UlLTO:s" , vicar of Castledermot.- JoHN HUTCHINSON, farmer._ Mr. SYLVESTER KELLY, 
farmer.-l\"hcnAEL KEOGH, farmer.-Mr. THOMAS MAC DONALD, f.lrmer._Mr. J AMES MAC 
D ONALD, fnrmer.- Mr. PATRICK MAGRATH. farmel'.- t\l r. DANtEL M'LOUGHLTN, farmer.- Rev. 
EDWARD MURPHY, catholic curate.-~lr. JOHN l\'I UlU'HY, fal'mer.- JOHN MURPHY, farmer.­
CUARLES NEAL, farmer._GEoaO:E PAYNE, esq.-JAMES 'PAYNE.._ Mr. EDWARD SCULLY (who 
took tbe census oftbis parisb).-MICUllL STYLES, fanner. 

T n E parish never provides, directly or indirectly, for the support of illegitimate children. 
Child desertion is of rare occurrence j but Mr. Archbold mentions a case of it which came 
under bis notice about a year ago ; the mother left tbe child at the house of its reputed 

father, 
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iather, but when she \V~S broug:ht before the, Dl:agistT?-t~s she consented t.o ,bke it back, and 
:o:hc has since deserted It. Stdl more rate IS mfantlclde; but the SUspIcions of the neicrh­
bourhood ha-..'c been awakened as to that crime, twice within the last three or four years by 
t he discovery of the remains of 1\"\'0 childre!'l a t different periods. The rath,ers of iIlcgib­
mate chi ldren generally neglect them, and It very seldom occurs that a feeling of hOllour 
induces them to marry the mother. 

The system of applying fat' wa~es at the peUy sessions, in the case of women who have 
bastards, is not \'ery common. Me. Archbold remarks, that sometimes six months intervene 
bet~ ... een Mplications of the kind. 

Wa cres are never o-i\'en before the birth of the child, the amount granted, varyin<r ac­
cordin~ to the con&tion of the reputed father, anu many other circumstances, dependi 
chiefly" on the aUTcement entered into by the man. •• I consider," says Mr. Archbold, 
It that the magistrate has no power to grunt wages, it must be the father who does so, 
and in the event of h is not ful61ling his promise, the bench then enforces the contract he 
has made." 

In tbe grcatel' proporti9n of cases where wages have been demanded, the applicant has 
had a plurnlity of chi ld rcn, and oftcn by different fathers.-(Rcv. Mr. Iiami/lolt.)-­
j j I know this instant," observes Mr. Archbold. (l fou r instances where women have had 
three ch ildren each by d ifferent min;" and Mr. Fitzgibbon mentions a case perfectly 
similar. 

The magistrates have not the power to inflict any punishment on women who seek for an 
award of wages, not even when they have had several bastards; nor would this latter circum­
st..mce warran t them in making any difference in the sum Lo be adjudged. 

No instllllce is known where a young man has been tempted to marry a girl who has 
had an ill egitimate child, for the purpose of benefiti l~ by the wages allowed by the ses­
sions, and in general such girl s experience g reat ditticully in p1'ocurino- themsehes hus­
bam]s; the witnesses cannot mention a case where an individual of th~ poort: r class has 
been influenced by persons of n higher grode to unite himsel f to the mother of a bastard. 
U These women are looked upon by the generality, at least of their own sex, with feelings 
of pity and contempt; and a respectable small farmer would object to give his daughter to 
her otfspring, unless some great and peculiar advantages were to be ~ined." 

When a woman seeks for an award of wages for the nursing an 1I1egitimate child, it is 
required that she shall prove either that the father 1ms promised to allow her a certain sum 
for th at purpose, or else that he has actually paid her something on account; her assertion, 
however, on oath is not sufficient to determine the sentence of the bench ; he is permi tted to 
produce evidence in disproof, and he is always summoned to attend at the sessions for the 
puq>ose ; the general character is not at all taken into consideration. and a second appli­
cation on her part mcets with the same success as the first, if she can make good her 
statements. 

If the reputed father be unwilling to pay the wages ordered by the magistrates, there is 
no mode of compelling him other than by issuing a warrant of dIstraint agaiDst his goods, 
in other eases of refusal to pl\y wages ; according to the capability of the father, the order of 
the bench distinguishes that payment shall be made either in one sum or in seyeral weekly 
instalments, and it has never been found that the pressure thus occasioned has compelled 
the man to compromise the matter by marriage; but there are many instances where I t has 
been evaded by the absconding of tbe defendant. Mr. Archbold says, " that in his own 
immcdiate recollection six cases have occurred where the fa.thers have absconded; and it is 
his opinion thnt the greater number of persons so circumstanced adopt the same course." 
Mr. Archbold and the other witnesses have never heard of a woman bringing an act ion. at 
quarter sessions for the recovery of wages due on account of nursing an illegitimate 
child. 

When wages are not granted, women that hu.ve bastards are in many instances compelled 
to have recourse to begging, in the absence of any other means of subsistence for themselves 
and offspring. When driven to such extremities, they generally quit thei ... own parishes, 
and wander about distant parts of the country, and in this manner their children that 
accompauy them become inured to all the immoralities that arise from sucb a mode of life. 
It is remarkable that, notwithstanding the difficulties which many women experience in 
maintaining their illegitimate offspring, no instance has occurred in these parishes where 
nny of them have become prostitutes in consequence; at the same time tbe refusal of the 
f"'ther to assist them always leads to ill-will, and often to outrage; women are continually 
brought before the magistrates charged with assaulting, breakillg the windows, &.c. of men 

. from whom they have been unable to obtain any aid. In other cases, though the effects of 
penury arc not to be traced in the mother, they soon render themselves abundantly evident 
III the child, whose health suffers materially from the want of sufficient clothing and 
nourishment. In answer to the question wbether it was usual for women to threaten an 
accusation of rape againRt the men whom they wished to obtain for hus bands. Mr. Archbold 
replied that it was" very common j" be knew a woman who had sworn to five such charges j 
and no later than three months ago, a woman who was making application for "ages, 
obse~ved . I f Please your honour, I intended to have made a hanging business of it." The man 
who [6 accused was subsequently advised by his landlord to marry her. 

The witnesses consider tbat tbe state of mind at which a woman must arrive before she 
can briD&" herself to desert her child, ~ust be of the Illost i~moral and debasing D~tur~ : from 
her who IS bardened enough to commit such an act, very httle regard for human hfe IS to be 
expected on other occasions, and there can be littl e doubt that she would become a bad 
member of society in every particular. 
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L tiluter, 
Crulnly Ii i1dnl'e. 

:Exnmin.ltion$ taken by 
T. Nug. YlllIghllO, Esq. 
Capl~in White. 

Par. Czstledcrmot 
Union. 

Bar. Kilkea and 
Moone. 
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B"STARn'f . 

Lcill~tu, 

County Kildare. 

Eu.",inations tllkC: II b\' 
T. Nug. \'au::;hlUl. YNj. 
Otptain W I, it". 

l':ltil!lh Kikoc/; 
Unicm. 

Bar. I ken.tky nnd 
Ougl!terIJll!l' 

Persons who attended tile Examination. 

CUlt.1STOl'lIER AnA)!s, labollrer. -Capt. BREN:<A:S, ch ief constable of police.-TnQ)f.'l.s BI\F, N .. AN; 

Inbourer._ Mr. J M.f£S B't"RSE, miller._ Rev. Mr. C.\ULFtELD, protestant reclor.-JolI:< CLAm.:, 
labourer.-:'\lr. MAltTI:-; CONN£TON, farOler.-PETER COnRIG .... ~, labourer.-l\1r. PA'IRICK Cos­
OltAVE, shopkeeper and fnrmer.-M lcn AEL COSTELLO, labourer.-Mr. PA'l'RICK CULLE)l, farmer. 
_ TJ-Io~I"'s l\PD:ER)IOTT, labourer.-:\h cUAF:L Fr.A(; .4.!'i, lllbourer. -Mr . .J OliN GILLIGAN, fil rmer. 
-l'Ir. EDWARD GOODWI N, p08tmnster.-JollN GORMaN, laboul'er.-Mr. JOHN HA CKETT, shop. 
keeper._Mr. P AT.RrCK HALIOAN, sltopkeeper.- Rev. Fll.~NClS H Er.y, parish priest.-EnwARD 
l-IoLSOS, labou rer. _ Mr. A:.tnROSV. HUGIlEs, shopkceper. - PATRICK I R\·UIG. labonft!r. _Mr. 
l}ASIF.L KEAnNEY, shopkecper.-Tllo~tAs KEARNEY, ('Sq., J.l'.-Mr. PATRICK LvnE, shop. 
kecper._ :\lr .. J,\lIES MAGRATII , shopkeeper.- l\l r. JAMES i\fA"S'GAN, shollkeeper.-Mr. Tum.fAs 
:MURR.\Y, farrner.-i\IIcH.\EL 'NEV IS, lllhourer.- l\ lr. JA:'dES O'SUAUGHN ESSY, innkeeper._Mr. 
JO HN rowan, farmcr.-JOHN RATIGA~, Jabourcl·.-!\·Ir. MICHAEL REILLY, shopkeeper. _. 
Mr. J .t.J.IES nEILLY, schoolmastet· of National School.-:\·Jr. THO~lA~ ltOnI NSON , shopkeeper. 
- PATRICK Si'IlTII, labourer.-Mr. RICHARD WADE, fUl'mcr. - Mr. JOSErll WALK ER, funner. 

TH E number of bastnrds in the parish is about three annually, none of whom are supported 
by it. Mothers do not often desert their children, and very seldom destroy them; but Mr. 
Kearny recollects within the last 18 months a case of infanttcide. Tbe fa thers of illegitimate 
children mostly negl ect them, nod neither love nol' honour induces them to many the 
mother. 

It is the custom to apply to the magidra tes to ge t something froro the reputed father, and 
3 /. per annum is usually granted. But as the mothers are not in general willi ng ~o give up 
t he chi.ld, a bn r~ra ill is struck between the reputed father nnd mother for n certain sum, 
perhaps '21. or 31. a t once, giving up all furthe r clnims. \Vao-es are never awarded before 
the bi rth of the child , nor is the same sum always given, it depends upon the power and 
inclination of th e reputed fatber to pay, but chiefly on hi s inclination. 

M r. Kearny Mates, " I recollect one woman lHl.ving two children by different mell, and 
another very profl igate woman with four chi ldren by the same man." There is no punish~ 
ment for such women. «If they have a dozen," says Mr. Kearny, "we clln only tell them 
th ey are g reat fools for their pains." 

There is no difference made in the su m awarded to the woman, whether she applie:; for a 
fir5t child or for OJ. subsequent one. she always gets whateve( can be got, but this sum is too 
trifling to induce any man to marry her. There are some instances where persons of the 
lower classes have bp.eo induced by persons of the higher oruers to marry girls who had ille­
gi tilUate children. Mr. Hughes says, " I know an instance at this moment of a mall marry­
ing a ",oman for the sake of a cottage and four acres of laud that me settled on her;" but 
in ~eneral such women find great difficul ty in ~etti n~ husbands. Yet they are lookc:d upon 
witli pity by their own sex, suppos ing them to have been seduced under promises. There is 
nn impressio n also against mal''1 ing bastards, but if otherwise eligible, bi rth would not be 
con!ii idered. The e\' idence ft-<tUlred at petty sessIons is the woman's oa th, with some corro­
boration or ad mission of the fat her. But Mr. Kearny states, "the woman usually applies 
a month or six weeks before confinement, and makes oath as to t he father; and ou her 
delivery she applies for a summons, whereon the man is ordered to attend, and the best 
arrnngement the magistrate; can make is entered into." The oath of the , 'Voman, however. 
does not preclude any contradictory testimony on the part of the man. As to the powers of 
thl;1 magistrutes to enforce the paymen t; of sums awarded, Mr. Kearny considers them doubt. 
I'ul j and Captain Brenan says, "If the father has ever been known to pay any portion on 
account, then be considers the whole agreement can be enforced." 

The amount given is sometimes in ~>n~ sum, but morc ~requel1tl .r by ins talments evel'Y 
~uarter or half yenr, although a bargam IS made for a speCific sum In li eu of all demands. 
1 he acknowledgment of the reputed father is not required to enforce wao-es, if othe r sati s­
facto ry proof were g iven . The woman makes her appl icat ion direct to {&e bench, and not 
throngh the churchwarden. In th is parish there has been no instance of the father absconu .. 
inrr on account of the sum awarded. 
'\Vo~en with bastards, when wages are not granted ,- very often bea, and generally leave 

the neighbourhood; for. flS Mr. Kearny observes, " the fa ther, motber and family often 
turn. them out ; >I but the natural consequence is prostitution, particularly if they he well 
look!ng; and Mr. K~lIy states, .. I knew t be daugh ter . of a publican who, afte'r having 
II Child , went to Dublin , an,l becn.me a common prosti tute; another instance also, 3. fanner's 
~allghter. who also turned o~ the town," . The refusal of the lnA-n to support the child of tell 
IS the source of great con tention. Mr. R edly says, .. I know a youua man who is constantly 
annoyed by a woroa~ breaking his window~ and committing olher o~t.rages ." The health of 
both mothel' and ciuld suffers from want 10 many cases . Mr. Kea rny says, <t they geoe­
rally look pale and s ickly." 

T he woman that would uesert her child must have been deo-raded to the most immoral 
condition. It h a.s ne\'er been assig ued as a reason for women =havino- illelritimate child ren, 
that th~y look to these child~en as a t:?ean~ of ~upport in their oIl' a?,e~ ye t M r. [{eill.y 
state!ii ~ha~, there.are ~~ree lD~tances 10 ~I~ ~elgbbou rhood of bastards supporting their 
mothers. I beh~ve. says 1\I~. Healy, ( ~t I S a very frequent occurrence for a woman 
to swear a rape against a man to md uee marnage, and L remember1.wo or three instances Of 

suoh 
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11 threats but in none of these cases did it succeed; but I know two cases where it did 
:~~ceed, and both rueH immediately after marriage abscouded and emigrated to 'A~le­
.. " ~'Ir Kearny states, II A woman, abo ut last March, swore a rape before me agamst 

Tlca. • hOd h d dO d 
(l man; he was arrested and sent to g~ol ; but s e q~ltte t e country, a? 1 not pro-
secute; for anything that appeared before the bench , It was supposed her mducement was 
money." 

Persons whfl attended the Examination . 

Appendix (A.) 

n.-I.ST.\RDY . 

I.eilllt~r, 
County Kildare. 

'Enm;n:I1;ORJ taken by 
T. Nug. V&ugbln, £5q. 
Captain While. 

Rev. Mr. BoURNE, p rotestant rectoT.- Rev . Mr. BnEsAN, parish priest.- MIC HAP.L BYR.NE, 
labOllrer.-l\1r. J .nTEs DIXON, farmer.-Dr. W aLT A;\1 GODFR-!.:Y DYAs.-l'£TER EN NIS, farmer. Parish Rail/aI/gUll . 

-Mr. JOliN FAGAN, huckster.-!\1"r. JOHN F ARRELL, baker and fn rmer.-RoBERT F1TZG2RALD, Bar. OpnalJ, W~i. 
esq. J . p.-Rev. PATRICK FITZPA TRICK, roman·catholic curatc.-Dr. J .uIEl:. FJTZS I MO~S, r.r. D . 

_ WILLIAM FLOOD, farmer.-Mr. WILLI ... M GARDENER, huckster._Wu.LlAM GORE, labourer 
and small fal'mer.-PATnICK GalLMAN. mas:m.-Right Han. Lord H £RBERTON,_Mr. JA MES 
H \'NES, farmer. - OWEN KAV.H·Acn, Inbourer.-'VlLLlAl-f KAVAN ..... G H , fnrmer.-l\l r. THO!.T,\S 
KEI.LY, large farmer._JOS£PII LEI':, blacksmith and publican.-PAT LE E, farmer.-Mr.J.H.!ES 
l\l'KEz,nu., pllrochial schoolalaster.- Mr. P,\T MALONE, butcher.-!\[r. MICHAEL My Lon, farmer 
nnd inllkceper.-G.I!.ORGE Pur, esq., J. P,-JOHS PUI, esq" J. P,-EDwAnD J . TOWNSEND, t:hicf 
const'lblc of polic.e. 

TH E number of l..I~stards in the parish is about six, and they are not su pI;'orted by it. 
The mothers sometimes desert them. Lord Herberton recoll ects t hree Instances in 
t he last 1'2 years; but the impression on his mind is that there were more. The fa thers 
almost invariably neglect them. " I have had many women coming to me on that 
accounL"- (Lol'd HerhertIJ1~ .)--Honour does not induce the fathe r to marry the mother 
of the chi ld; and Dr. Dyas states, .. 'Women have often applied to me to procure abortion' 
I know four or five instances this moment in the parish." ' 

Women who have had bastards apply to the petty sessions for wages; but hav ing betn 
told that there is no remedy without proof of previous agreement, tliey have applied but 
seldom lately. 

\Vnges are never awarded before the hirth of the child; but Lord Herberton and Mr. Fitz­
gerald state that an affidavit is often admin istered, at the desire of the fatber, to satisfy him 
that the child is bis, and that the woman has not been. inconstant. The sum usually 
granted as wages amounts to about from 30s. to 3i. per nnnum; and it is on ly granted as 
all ackn owledged debt for services performed in nursing- j the power of the mllVls trates does 
not go beyond.-(Lord lferberton, Mr. Pim and Mr. FItzgerald.) 1:1 

The system of allowing wages to ..... omen who have had illegitimate ch ildren has not been 
known to induce women to habits of vice j but the Rev. Mr. Bourne observes, f' Although 
tile system of allowing wages may not have been the cause, I know a woman in this parish 
who has had three or four illegitimate children." 

The wo ges granted a t seSSlOllS have not induced any persons to marry snch women. 
There is a strong feeling against such marriages, such women being held in contempt. even 
by their own sex. 

The evidence required to obtain wages is of the same sort as would be required of farm 
work done.- (Lord H. and all witnesses.) 

If the father should refuse to pay, tbe magistrates possess the same powerns in other cases 
of dislrnining goods, although, in default of his possessing any, they do not consider they 
have the power of imprisoning. This mode of pun ishing of the father has not been known 
to have induced auy to marry the mother; but it frequently happens that the fathe r makes 
his election of taking the 'child, rather than pay wages for nursing. Mr. Pim says, 
" I have had two cases before me where the fathers absconded and went to America." 

There are numerous instances of those women being driven to begging; but the child ren 
often take a dislike to the parent, and tum to labour. It is. often the custom with women to 
swear rapes against men, in order to induce them to marry; and the magistrates presen t 
stated their knowledge of several such instances. in some of which the men were induced 
to marry, and in others they entered into some compromise. 

P ersons w}m attended the Examination. 

Rev. :?dr. O'BElR-NE, 1'. P.-LAUGJlLlN M'CAN, clerk of petly sessions.-Rev. Dr. CRAWYOll.D, rector 
and J. P.-Mr. FARRELL, considerable farmer.- Mr. GREGG, considerable farmer.-JoHN HIG­

GINS, labourer.-JolIN KEEFE, labou rer. 

THERE were last year six bastards born in the parish, but the average does not exceed 
three j the mothers are of the poorer, the fathers of the wealthier cJasses. They are not 
Su~ported by the patish . All deserted chi ldren are believed to be illegitimate. No instance 
of lnfanticide wu known. One woman was iately charged with it and acquitted. A fee ling 
of honour frequently ind uces marria.,.es before the birth of the child. 

'Pte petty sessions are held here for a district inc1udinCl' the parishes of Killoe and Clon­
gulsb. with part of Temple Michael and Ballymacormick. The magistrates do not adjndge 
v.ages to the mother of a bastard, unless where 8. specific agreement has been proved by a 

0·5· K third 

Coun ty Longford. 

Enminal;OnJ I ~J,;.on hI 
J ohn Spencer, Esq. 
W,lson Gra" Elq. 

Parish CloonglCish, 
including town of 

NewtuWnfOThel. 
Bar. LongfrJTd. 
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J ohn Spencer. Esq. 
Wil~on GtIlJ , .Esq. 

Parish Cloongtlilll, 
including town of 

N ewto;Jm/ol'bel. 

Bar. Longford. 

T own of GranaI'd. 
Bar. GranaI'd. 

Parish KillaJhu. 
Bar. Moydo'W. 
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third pers,on. The amount has generally been l OS. a quarter . . The number . of apr lico.nts 
last year was four, in former years six or ei<yht; the decrease bemg merely acclclenta . 

Tllere has been only one case of a wom;n who had four illegitimate childrcn by d ifferent 
fa thers. 

No punishment is ever inflicted on the applicant for wages. She always obtains the 
amount specified in the agreement proved . 

No yo ung men have been influeu?cd by t.he wages gronted to ~na l'rr the m?ther ~f an 
illegitimate chi ld. .The person marrym~ her IS ~ookcd on as devOid ot all feeling. :Some 
few, however

j 
are Influellc~d by p(:l'sons of n ~l lgh e l' rank to do so, but alwaY8 by ~ gre~t 

tem ptation . Next to H guagel"s spy," bastard IS the strongest term of reproach. 1 here IS 
a decided objec tion to marrying one. . 

The proceedin O' to obtain waO'es is the same as for anv ordmary small debt. 
Mr. O'B--:>had seen beggar women with illegitimate childre~, but did not know 

whether they ~:ere born before 01' since she had been reduced to mendicancy. 
Such persons would beg in a s lrange p1ac ~ . H~ ha.d k,nown such persOl~s also hecome 

prostitutes, but could not say whether necessity or mclmatlon dl'o~e ~lem to It. Dr. C-­
had Il eaI'd women declare that such necessity drove them to pros.tltu t.l~n, an~ WfiS SlIre that 
ifany other pro\,ision were made for thcm many would abn.ndou It. Ihc c1l1ld often suffers 
froUl 8cflrcity of the provision wh ic h the mother can aflo rd It. .. . 

Dr. C-- had been 30 years in the parish, and nevcr k new of a case of mfantIclde. 

P ersons who aUelldecZ tlle Eramillui"io11. 

Mr. P ETCR ConconAN, grocer and general rctailer.- -- KIRWAY, esq. M. D.-l'ATRlCK MAGUIRE, 
day lnbourer.- -- MONTGO:"£RY, ch urchwarden.-TlI03US MOXHAM, farmer, and proprietor 
of cabins in the town, occupied by l"bourers.-l'I'Ir. JOliN MlTRTAGII, c1oth·merchant.-Rev. 
1\fr. ROnIN'sOY, rector, and J . p._Rev.l\Ir. SUEllIDAN, J. 1'.- - - 'i'UOMPSON, esq., 1.1' . 

THIir.. E are about three or four bastards born each year in the town; they arc never 
support.ed by the parish . All deserted c11i ldren are supposed to be illegitimate. Neither 
Mr. R--, duri ug ':!oO yean; residence, nol' any of the witnesses, kn ew of a cnse of infan­
ticide. The fathers of illegitimate ch ildren are seldom disposed to gran t suffieicnt support, 
unless compelled by law. Rev. 1\'11'. S- - knew many inst:l.nces of marriage previous to 
the birth 01' the child j few after. The fathe rs are after compelled to marriage, by the threat 
of a prosecution for rnpe. 

There are three or four cases of appli cants for wages at the petty sessions for the barony 
of Grannrd. \Vages Ilre not adjudged unless the mother cnn prove by a third person a 
specific agreement lor the sum sought, upon \vhich a decree is made. 

T he general rate is 4 1. per annum until the child is about two years old. The Bum is 
not va ried accord ing to the circumstances of the father. This practice has been always 
usual here. 

The proportion of illegi timate children hns not been increased by the custom of granting 
wages; nor has any instance occurred of a woman h:n'ing several such, thou fl'h there is 110 

power to inR ict punishment upon ber. 0 

None of the witnesses had Cl'er known the mother of nn illegitimate child married on 
llccount of the wages . They scn1'cely ever get a husband where t hey are known, and gene­
rally !eave the distri ct; if thei~ friends can afford it, they are l?lad to give them money and 
get I1d of the shame they brmg on t.h em. Rev. Mr. S-- had known them obtain hus· 
bands after several years of a mo ral and ind ustrious life, hut never otherwise, except persons 
llS profligate as themselves. Few nre illfluenced by the higher classes to marry such women. 
There was no instance in this town; and it must be velY unfl'equentanywhere, as the mall 
who does so is considered to d isgrace himself. The sti~ma on the bastard is indelible. 
There is t he strongest objection to contract marriage with lurn. 

If an agreement be proved the magistrates have no power to refuse wages . 
The re puted fa!her has Ilev~r been k!lOWn to be dnven, hy the order for wages, to marry 

the mother. He IS genernlly lrl good Ci rcumstances, and can afford to pay· if not he leaves 
the coulltry. In this case the mother supports the ch ild. ' 

'"V omen with bastard children are often com pelled to beg ; and MI'. S-- has known 
them to resort to an adjoining county for that purpose, to avoid the shame of applying for 
wages. It is pr~babl e that they may b.e d.riven t? prostitution, or muc.h .iIl feeling is excited 
between the partles when the mother fUlls 10 obtallung wages. InfantICide is not known. 

Persons wilo attended the Erami1lation. 

l'no)rAs B URKe, farmer, who llolds !!o acres of land, and occasionally labours himself.-Rcv. Mr. 
O·FP.lHULL, 1'. 1'.-CURISTOPH £IL GEEHAN, clay·labourer.- n ev.Mr. POWELL, protestant curate.­
Rev. Mr. PRICE, wesleyan clergyman:_ l\TlcH.'\EL SHANLEY, schoolmaster, surveyor, nnd occa· 
sionally labourer for hire.- VALENTINE SKIPTON, csq., 1. P.- ROBER.T WILSON, middle landlord. 

THE. bastards ill ~his pa rish amo~nted only to t hree in number for the last . 11 years, 
accordmg to the testimony of the pnest, none of whom were supported by the parish, nor 

llave 
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have any been deserted or destroyed by their mothers. The fathers would be ever willing to 
throw the suppo rt on the mothers. Some men have been known to maTry women aftcr tIley 
had pro\"eJ pregnant ; but instances of pregnancy before marriage were very rare in t h is 
parish. 

The applications to the petty S(>ss ~ons f,?f \~ag~s by ':"omcn with ~nstards have amau llted 
only to four in the last three years, ill a dlstncl mcludmg four parishes. Mr. Skipton has 
given the following account of the arrangements usually adop ted in such cases: 

The woman is requi red to pro~'c by her ow n oath Iha1 the defi:!Ildanl is the father of the 
child. and also that he has in some degree assumed the support of the child by promise or 
tn" a-jvin rr monev; proof of lhp. contrary offered by the father is not precluded . The snmllest 
rea;onable snm ~ fOI" nursi ng the child is awarded io the mother, who keeps the child till 
weaned' if t he fu ther takes it, then the wages cease. If the woman can prove no under­
taki nO";f the f~lthE'r. the Illatter is referred to qual'lersessions. Punishment hus not been 
inflicted on the woman applying for wages. No instance ofa second application by a 
WOllall has taken place in this distri ct; n Ol" has a lly m a ll seemed anxious to murry a woman 
fot" the waa-es allowed at sessions. Girls who have had illegitimate children, becanse the 
scandal i:i ~o great. go to Engl lHld 01' America. Tllt~re is but one instance in the parish of 
a girl in such circumstances having got a husband, and he is an EnO'li shman and pensioner, 
who seems not to leel the di sgrace very sensitively. In the case of' inability or reluctance 
on the fathcr's part to pay, t ile treatment is the same by the magistrates as in ordinary cases 
for wages. 

Thcre has heen no instance in the d istt'ict of the order fo r wuges, or the pun ishment on 
disobedience of it, hUl' in g; driven the father to marry the woman. nor to abscond, it hav;na 
so happencd that in the cases occurring in this di stri ct. the futher had a stake in the parisl~_ 
No appli cation h:u been made to the churchwarden previous to npplying to pHty. sessions .. 
Two instrillces in. the pari sh we~e ~dduccd of women having been driven to beggnry by ho.v­
ing bastards, but none to prostllutlOn . 

PCI'wns who alttllded tlte E xamination. 

Mr. C.\ RDR ..... general merchnnt.- Mr. Dwn:n .• churchll'orden.-Mr. GANBY, bakcr, grocer and 
spirit dealcr.-Rc\·. l\fr. H UDSON.-Ml·. KUNAGH , bakcr.-Rc\'. Mr. KENNEDY. presbyterian 
minister._ Hcv. Mr. O'DO"SOGJlOE, roman·cntholic clergymnn.-Mr. WILLIAMS , town-se rjeant and 
under ngent to Lord Longford. 

Til E number of bast.."\Tds in the parish is not k nown, b ut the average number born each 
year among the residen t populatio n is about three or four, and as many more amon~ the 
vagran ts; this does not ind ude deserted children, who are almost a lways bastards. ·l'hey 
are ne,'er supported by the parish . Infanticide very rarely, if ever, occurs. Mr. Kennedy 
has been 16,1\11'. O' Donogh ue six, and Mr. Garbl'y four years in the parish, and none of 
t hem have eve r known an instance. The fatbers of illegitimate children always neglect 
them unless compelled to prov ide for theDl. 

A feeling' of honoul" frequeutly induces marriage while the WOlDan is pregnant. Many 
are indueed to marry f.·om the fear of being charged with rape. This threat is commOl~ly 
held out j and Mr. Carbry states, that three or fou r men charged with rape are acquitted on 
these grounds each assizes j and that in two years he has known 10 or 1'2 instances of men 
yielding to these threats . 

The magistrates do not usually deal with snch cases in this district. they nrc always 
re,ferred to t he qUllrter sessionJ:; . Mr. Garbry did not know of any instance aDlong the indus­
triOUS labourers where a youu o- maD bad evinced an anxiety to marry a woman who had an 
illegitimate child, fOI" the purpose of benefitin O' by the wages allowed at the sessions. Such 
WOrnt!n find great difficu lty in ,lrocuring b llsb~llds ; the man who marri es them is disgraced 
for the time. but may l'eCOVel' character by the good conduct of himself and his wife. 

There arc SOOle instances where individuals of the poorer classes are influenced by per­
sons. of hi ~he l' rank to marry women by whom they have had illegitimate children j but the 
conslderatlOII given in these cases is always very lara-e, as there are stronger objections 
entertai ned agai nst such n woman than against one who has misbehaved with a man of her 
own rank in l ife . The bastard is considered 111 a very un favourable light, and a farmer 
~\'ou l~ have decided objections to give h im bis daughter unless he was above his own rank: 
In tbls all the witnesses concurred. , 

WOlDen who have illegitimate cbildren are, according to two witnesses (Mr. C . and the 
~e,,- . Mr. O'D .), constantly compelled to resort to beO'O'inO' j Mr. G . bas known some 
l~st~nces . The difficulty of supporting herself and childl:ad~ rather to begging tball pros­
~tutlon. Tbe refusal of the repu ted father to maintain the child produces in most cases 
1I1 f~eling between the parties, and sometimes is the cause of violence. The difficulty of 
obtRlOing support is frequently injurious to the health of both mother and child. 

x. , 
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:BASTARDY. 

Lei,,,tt'r, 
CoUDty Wesime:ttb. 

ElilminAlions taken by 
1l1Omas Oilier, E sq. 
J D.lIIe l O'Flynu, Esq. 

P:tr. BaUinacarrig 
K ilbrirvll. 

Bar. _1l1O!Jgish. 

P:trish BtnUIl.'tn. 

Bar. Kilhnny, 
Wtsl. 

Farish Costlt /own 
D d fJin. 

Btlr. Delvill. 

P ersoll5 mho attended the E zaminol;on. 

Rcv. GEU,\LD Bl!.ERE.-Dr. COTTEn, llispensnry surgeon._ WILLlAl\1 Cox, l:tbourer._Mr. WILLl.UI 
CORUlES.-Ilcv. MICUAEL l' i1JLLEN, parish' priest.-P,\TR ICK i\10RT,\OIl, Inbourcr,-HE~RY 

O'COXNOR, esq.-JAM.I:.S WEST, csq., J.P. 

I N th is pnrish there are some, but not many bastards, none of whom are eVer sup l,='0rted 
by the parish . Instances have taken place, but very rarely, of mothers desert.i n~ their ille­
gitimate children, but there are no cases known of thei r destroyi ng them. 'I he fathers 
howeve r generally neglect them i and it does not often happen. though it has occasionally 
occurred) that a feel inO' of honour has induced the fathers of illegitimate child ren to marry 
the women sUbsequentI'y. 

W uO'es are only granted to the mother if she cal:! prove a. p romise or part payment from 
the fatIlcr. Girls who have had illegitimate children are looked on with a mixed f~eling of 
pity and contempt, and find g reat difficulty in obtninin& husbands, and a sligma. remains 
upon the children, which it is very difficult for them to obl iterllte . 

When wages are not granted to the women they generally commence begging, bu t the 
greater part become prostitutcs, M ost of those females who in fes t the s treets of cities are 
such persons, and the children are reared in all the degradation ond vice of vilgrancy and 
prostitution. The d ifficulty of supportiug the child also often injures the health of the 
mother. Dr. Cotter stntes an instance of a woman who came to consul t him for a general 
debility, and had a well grown child at her breast. which be described should be weaned at 
once; she ans wered it would be impossible, as she had no other food to give it; such 
instanct:s are very frequent. 

P ersons wIlD attended the Examination . 

"r ILLIAM CO~Lo:t'.-Rcv . T. C .... ULFIELD, rector._ MICHAEl. F1XNEY, beggar.-P .... TItlCK GERAGHTY. 
- ltc\'. J. KEARNEY, P . P.-PEGGY KIER!>' OX, beggar, with three children, her husband IJegging 
with three more in another parl of the country._Mr. CHARLES LENXON. fnrruer.-Mr. PIIILlP 
LENOY, farmer.-J oHN MIARS,lnbourer.-JoIIN MO~RE.'\L, miller._ Tnol\l.-\S STUDDS, esq., J. P. of 
Cork, residing here. 

TH E number of bastards in the parish cannot be known; they are never supported by the 
pari sh; there is scarcely ever a case of the mothers deserting thei r illegiti.mate children. 
but the fathers frequently neglect them. 

(t If the WOUlan makes application bcfore the birth of the child and swear it to a. man, hc 
is obliged to su pport it."* 
_ Girls who ho.ve had illegitimate child ren are very ' seldom married afterwards, except 
farmers ' daughters who can purchase husbands. 

Sometimes the very poorer classes are induced to marry such women, by persons in the 
hiCTher ranks. 

'Vith l'e~rd to the estimation in wbich the mother and child are beld, it \'i'as said, 
.. P eople Will associate with the mother of an illegitimate chi ld, but they have a feeling of 
contempt j " she is not a honest woman. Bastards would not get a farmer's daughter to 
marry them unlass they were muoh richer. 

The mothers of illE'gitimate children nre frequelltly driven to beg, and usually leave their 
own parish, because tbere is some objection to relieve the m where they are known. 

They often become pros titutes, but not from the difficulty of supporting thElmselves and 
the children, but because they are more open to temptation. 

In general the child ren do not grow up vagrants, as they seldom remain with their mothers 
longer than their tenth year, when they are employed by farmers. 

P ersons who attended the Examination. 

Rev. JOSEP H FITZC<ER,\LD,:P. p.-LAunE~eE LLOYD HENRY, csq. J . p.-Mr. MtCH.H.L HoPE, farmer. 
- Rcv. RODERT A. M.-\RTl~, protestant curste.-Mr. JAl\IES SEERY, farmer.-RoBERT MORGAN 
TlOHE, csq., J. P.-The Marquis OfWEST:\I:EATB, lord.lieutenant of the county. 

TH E number of bastards in the parish was, accordi ng to Mr. Henry and 1\Ir. H ope, 
large; according to Mr. Tighe, but small. The R ev. Mr. Fitzgerald said, among the poor 
there were not more than four. T hey are never supported by the parish. Mothers seldom 

desert, 

• Tbis is duubtfu l; there are confl icting oflinions. I mlly remark in general, that no poin t givefl us 
more trouble to get a distinct answer than this, though oue of law ana fact . The magistrates them­
selves contradicting each other, so as to leave us completely at Ii iuS! what to lIelieve. 
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desert, nnd very seldom., ir ever, destroy thei.r illegitimate children. Thei r fathers often 
neglect them, but a fcc llll& of l,lonour sometlmes mduces subseguen t marriages. Lord 
'Vestmcath obser>ed. that tlle pnests a re generally the cause of this. 

The system of applying for wag,es at petty sessions is common. The custom is, that 
unless the woman can prove a promise of wages by t he fa ther, she must keep the child her­
self. Lord Westmcath says. t he amount of wages when granted is at the rate of 4[. pel" 
z.nnum; this system hus been in operation for al least :!o years. "" age!> nrc seldom awarded 
until after the birth, but the woman is expected to swear the child to the father before the 
birth. Tbe amount given is not always the same, it varies accord ing to the means of the 
reputed father. Punishment is never inR~cte~ . upon t1~ose wh~ apply .for wages, even 
though th ey may have had more than one Illegi timate cil1 ld, nor IS any diffe rence made in 
the amount of wages awarded. 

No instance has occurred where n young mun wus anxious to marry a woman for the 
purpose o.f benefiting by t he wage~ nl,lo.wed. Girls thus ci rcumstance~ find much difficulty 
in procurmg husbands, but some lOd\VIdunls of the poorer classes are mfluenced by persons 
of bio-Iler station to marry the mothers of bastards. Such women are looked upon wilb 
conte~npt, especially by their own sex j but Mr. Hope thought that this feeling was be­
caminO" less strong as the fault became more commoll. Lord W. and Mr. F. thought there 
wa~ b~t little objecLi.on entertained to marr)' in~ a bastard,. especially .if he were a good 
match j Mr. Hope s:ald there was a strong obJection. The eVidence reqUired by the sessions 
previolls to the decision is the woman's oath, and that arising from confronting the parties 
and siftinO" the case. The reputed father is always summoned to attend. The woman's 
oath does I:>not preclude any testimony offered by the man. The magistrates use their di s­
c retion as to the general character of the woman, on a second application. If the reputed 
fUlher is unable or refuses to pay the wages ordered by the magistrates, th ey have no power 
to punish, but the wages are ordered to be le\, jed as wages of labour for the service of 
nursing.-(Lord W.)--The wages awarded are by an order for weekly or periodical pay­
ments. The orde r for wages often dl' ives the reputed fat her to marry the molber of the 
child; in a case of manifest seduction, t he magistrates a re glad to see it produce this 
effect. The acknowledgmen t of the re puted father is not, under the present system, indis­
pensable to enforce Ull order for wages, but is sufficient without anything else. Mr. Henry 

'said it was absolutely necessary. 
The application is not made in the first instance to the churchwarden. When the father 

absconds. the support of the child fa lls al together on the mother. Men arc sometimes sued 
by civil bill in the assistant barrister's court, and wages recovered from them, especially if 
they have promised any. 

'Women who have baslard children a re genp.rally obliged to beg, and leave in most cases 
their own pllrisheo;;. The children beg until about the age of 14, anu then become se rvan ts, 
labourers, or enter the army. The difficulty of supporting herself and child sometimes leads 
the woman to prostitu tion. The children nrc in such cases generally bronO'ht up in vice, 
but are accustomed to labou r and sup port their mother when they can. T'he difficulty of 
s upporting the child is often so severe as to injure the mothe r's health; and that of the 
.child frequently suffers fmm the scanty provision which she is able to afford it. 

The'children are often neglected by the moth.er, but the witnesses neve r knew more than 
one installce where there was even a suspicion of infanticide, and there were in that case 
but very sligh t grounJs. 

PersoJls who attended the Examination . 

Rev. JOHN BU RKE, P. p._ Hev. ADOLPHUS DnOUGHT, protestant curnte.-\VILLIAM FAGAN, farmer. 
-MI'. SIMON FAGAN, farmer.-TnoMAs H ALPIN, farmer.-Captuin PAliENHAM, J. r.-\VILUAM 

D trrTON POLLARD, esq., J. l'. - NICHOL .... S RIEVE, farmer. 

Appendix (A.) 

BASTARDY. 

Leinster, 
Coun ty W est!lleatb~ 

Eu.minatiGns t~ken by 
T homQ.s Ol!er. E30. 
Jame, O·Flynn, lliq. 

Parish Castletou:n 
D eltJin . 

Bar. Del-cin. 

Par. Cartkpollard. 
Bar. HaUfoure, ur 

DClllifuure. 
BAST A R os were not numerous in the pari sh, nor ever supported by it, and though the ------­

fathers desert the children, the mothers seldom do, and never are known to destroy them. 
<'J.'he fathers are not led to marry the women afterwards by any feeling of hOllour, but some-
times the dread of the women's friends induces them to do so. 

lt is the custom for a woman to apply for wages to the petty sessions, and if she can 
prove a promise on the part of the father, the money is recovered by civil bill, as a simple 
debt; no wages however are awarded before the birth of tbe chi.ld, nor is punishment in­
flicted on the woman who applies. 

Girls who have bad illeO'i timate children are looked on with great contempt both by men 
.and women, and are seld~m married, nor would a farmer give his daughte r to a bastard , 
except he was much richer. . 

Women have been known to brino- actions against the reputed father for nursing , and re~ 
covered in the shape of wages. I:> . 

Women who have had bastards are sometimes driven to bege:ing, and in some instances 
to prostitution, and with regard to the children, the females are, III general, brought up very 

.badly: The males sometimes get service. 
The scan ty provision which the mother is able to gbtain of COUI3e often inj ures the health 

"of the child. 



BASTAltDY. 

Ltinster. 
County \Vestmeath. 

Euminations la1.:e1l UJ 
Thot\1U Osler, lliq. 
J ames O'Flynn.. Esq. 

P:tri;.h Killllcan. 

Bar. Farbill. 

Par.l.!oo.tgrcnoglle. 
Bar. Clonlomm. 

Par. jlultifar1t~am. 
Bar. CorkanJi. 

APPENDIX to FIRST RE¥ORTfrom tIle COj,\BIISSIONERS (or inquiring 

PersollS WilD ullellded the Eraminalioll. 

Rev . .T.~M£S ALEXANDER, rectoT.-Rev. JOHS CURa.e;, p, r._ G:EOIlGE :\1. T . DaouGlI'l', esq., police 
magistrate,-MATTH EW Ktt:FFE, farmer.- DAno l\IOOllE, shopkeeper.- PETER PUltOON, e;;q. 

THE number of bastards in this parish cannot bp. ascertained, as they are never snpported 
by the parish; the Rev. Mr. Curran said, " perha ps five in a year:' 

i\'lothers are never known to desert or destroy them, but they are often neglected by the 
fathers. Marriage between the parents i~ frequently brought about by the interference of 
the c1ergymell. 

' VaO"cs are never ordered bv the matTistrates (Mr. Drought said he was not aware they 
o _ ::> • f 

had any authority to do so,) except when tbe woman call prove a promIse 0 wages and part 
payment; then they are ordered by the sessions merely as a simp le debt. 

\\'o ruen who have had illetTitimate children find the grea.test d ifficu lty i l l procuring hus­
bnnds; in fact, are scarcely :"'er married, except ~' hen persons of a highet· station induce 
men by money to maTlY them. The woman is treated with the g reatest contempt by the 
women of her own closs, and a great portion of that feeling extends to the " bastard," 
who would not receive in marriage, unless much richer. the daughter of even a small 
farmer. 

Some thougllt that the objection would wear away if the person was a well conducted 
man. 

Moth ers of bastard children are sometimes obliged to resort to begging, alld mostlYileave 
their own parish; the children thus very frequently become inured to a vagrant life, aud 
the woman is often driven to prostitution In those cases the child suffers very much for 
want of propel' care and nourishment, the mother being negligent of it. 

Persons folIO atte1lded tllc E~·amilialiOll. 

CHAIlLE.S ARAB1N, esq., J . p.-Dr. BEWLEY, phy!'ician, &C.-CUTJlBERT CLIBBORN, esq., ]. P. _ 

D ,U:IEL CLUFPY, labourer.- JosEPU MORTON DALY, esq.-Mr. G ronG!: DD.:oN, farmcr,- -IHr· 
&A1>,landholder.-Mr. BARNEY FARRELL, farmer._PATR1CK KENNEDY, lo.Oourer.-HliGH 
LAI' lGAN, tiurner.-- Rev. PATRICK LEE, parish pri est._ l\lr. JOM),' LOWE, farmer.-Mr. EDwAn~ 
l\ h;,l,Ju:s, farmer.-PATIlICK !lrUL\'A"NNY, Illoourer._Rev. 'WILLIAM O'BRIEN, roman-catholic 
curnte._Rev. ARTHUR ROLLllSTON, protestant rector~Mr. CUARLE.S SWEENEY, farmer. 

TUERE are but few bastards in the pari sh, perhaps not more than four or fi ve annually. 
The futhers sometimes are induced by a feeli ng of honour to marry, and are advised by the 
clerp;yruen to clo so. 

The oath of the womall is insufficient w ithout some acknowledgment or part payment by 
the father, and the sum allowed is from 21. to 31. per annum, the maximum not exceeding 
10/. Iri sh. Girls wbo ha,'e had ill egitimate children find great difficulty in getting hus­
bands, as they are looked on with contempt .and avers ion. 

Person~ who attellded the Examinati()n. 

Rev . CHAllL"ES BnowNE, 10[, A., Wilson's Hospital, protestant c1ergyman.-Ow£N DALY, esq" magis­
lrnte,-JAMES DOWLI~G, P. 1'.-l\Jr. JAAl PS FLANAG.U:, farmer,_ Mr. Gl:ORGE GIBSON, farmer.­
Mr. DlnJIS KANP., farmer._Mr. T UO?UAS MOORE., farmer.-Sir PERCY NUGENT, bart., magistrate 
_ Rev. THO)(AS YOUl'G, protestant curate. 

TH E number of bastards in the pari sh is not known; very few instances have occurred 
where women bave deserted their illegitimate children, and none where tbey have destroyed 
them. A feeling of honour sometimes, and occasionally t ile dread of the mother's friends, 
induces subsequent marriages. . . 

If the woman can prove any pronllse or agreement on the part of the reputed father, she 
may recover \vages by civil bill process, the sum awarded being usually 51. The oath of 
the ,,,oman was formerly sufficient to fix the paternity ; such is not die case now. Young 
men ha.ve never been induced by the wages granted to marry tbe mother of an illegitimate 
child. who usually find the greatest difficulty in procuring a husband. except in the few 
in.stances where the man h?-s b.een .paid to marry her ; she IS. indeed generally looke? upon 
With contempt, and the chtld IS himself regarded among hIS equals as an objectionable 
match . . 

Tht: mot.her generally labours to support the.child, either by spinning or by agricultur~l 
labour. d U rln~ 10 montbs of the year. Th~ chlldre.n are seldom mured to habits. of mend 1-
cancy. The farmers who were wItnesses did not thmk that the mother was often tnjured by 
her efforts to maintain the child; but Mr. Dowling believed that women were frequently 
obli~ed to suckle children mueh longer than wa~ natural, from the impo~sibili ty of obtaining 
for tbem suitable food . The child in turn suffers much from the scanty provision which 
the motber can provide for it. 
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Persons wl/O attended Ole EJ."a.minat,joll. 

Rev. JOHN BOOKER, KiJluran pllrsonage._Mr. J OUN DALTO~, farmer, Foulker Mill .-Mr. JOII" 
Lr.rT. farmer, Kilgevin.- Rev. CUARLES D. O OLE, Cloomore Cottnge.- Rcv. JOII'; Vt. STO I.:tL', 
Co.!;t1 ebridge. 

I N the parish of Cion more there have 0111y been five bnstard fi during the last 10 years; 
they are never supported by the pnrish ; mothers tess frcC]uc~\ tl)' d escr,t their illegitimatl.l 
child ren now than ft)l'm erly . Inst:m ces h ave. been heard of theIr destroyltlg them, but very 
rarely. The fathers often neglect them. A feeling of honour, it is said, occasionally indue!!:; 
subsequeLlt marriages . . 

'Vomen with bastard!) comm only apply for wages at petty sessions, whe n 0. s um from 3 I. 
to 41. a year, accord ing to the specifi c agreement between the parties themselves, is usually 
granted;but ,lever before the birth of the child: this practice has been in operation since 
within recollection. 

The young men of lhe neighbourhood have not evinced any anxiety to marry a woman 
who has had an illegitilllate chi ld , for the purpose of benefiting by the wages allowed at t be 
sessions, on which account such women certamly find m uch difficulty in procuring husbands. 
Individuals of the poorer classes are frequently influenced b)' persolls of hi gher s ta tion to 
marry su.ch, dc~ pised as th ey are by the g~oernl ity of thei ... sex i.n th : pa.rish. . As to the 
feelinCT wllh winch a basta.rd IS regarded. he IS seldom upbmlued With hIS birth, If well-con­
ducted; a farmer would have a great objection to give him his daughter, although otherwise 
an elirrible match . ... 

Til ; amount awarded as wages at petty sessions is uSllally in onc sum ; the order fo r 
wh ich, or the pun ishment consequent upon disobcdience to the ordel·, never drives the reputed 
father to marry the mothe r of the child; 11i5 ack~owleugmcnt is invariably required to 
enforce the order; never heard of a man absconding whetl wages are awarded by t he 
maoistrate. 

\Vh en women who have bastnrds are compelled to resort to begging, they generally do so 
out of their ow n parishes; the difficl1lty of supporting themselves and thei r childrell 
often (I rives the In to prostitution, and in such cases the children necessarily becorue in ured 
to a vagrant life, with aU its immoralities, and without doubt arc brought up and contin ue 
in vice. The refusa l of the reputed father to maintain the child frequently leads to ill 
fee ling and violence between the parties. It is not asccl'tained whdher the difficul ty of 
supportin; her child is often so severe as to injure the 1U0lher's health; the child is often 
known to suffer ruaterially from the F.icauty proviSion the mot.her is able to afford i t. 

The stale of llli nd to wh ich a. motber is brought b':!fore she can destroy or desert her chi ld 
is highly immoral, and is universally held to be so j it is not thought that, after such a cir­
cumstance, she would lose aU self-respect. 

P erSOIl! who attended the Examination. 

RICHARD BOLTON, esq., t own of GOI·ey.-JOln, P. BnoWNRtGG, esq., Bnrnndowen._Rev. '1'. O. 
l\100llE, Leskinfere Glebe, Camolin._ Cnptnin OW"EN, l\1iJlmount.- Major OWEN, Woodlands. 

h is impossible to asce rtain th e num ber of bustards . The parish supports them. when 
des.ert.cd, and no~ otherwise. Mothers very seldom dese rt their illegI timate offspring . 
'Vtthlll nn extensIve d istrict, in the course of 10 years, three or foul" instllnces of infanticide 
have occurred. The fnthers of illegitimate children very often neglect them, but. influenced 
by a ~ctlse of honour, frequently intermarry with tue mothers of those children. 

It I S very common for women with bastards to ap ply a t petty sessions lor wages, the 
amount of which usually granted varies from 1l. to 4l.; if no sum were specified in the 
agreen;tent, th e magistrates would decree to the full legal amount. This has al ways been in 
operatI on . The amount of wages seems to vary accm·ding t o the cond ition of t he parties, 
bu t are never awarded before the birth of the ch ild . Punish ment is never infl icted upon 
those who apply for wages to the sessions; a\}d the magistrates, in decreeing t he amount, · 
ca~mot take into consideration whether the applicant has had more than one illegitimate 
chtld . The young men of this neighbourhood do not seem anxious to many the mothers for 
the sake of the wages a llowed t hem by the sessions. Such women are not sup posed Oil that 
account to find much difficulty in procuring Lusband s. No instances are knowil of persons 
of ~h e poorer classes beina- induced by those of higher rank to marry the mothers of 
thel! bastards. In this pari sh a woman is not on this account always degraded in the ~s ti­
matton of the generality of her sex, though her bastard is looked upon with mingled feelings 
of contel~pt and compassion; and with respect to a small farmer giving his daughter to a 
bastard, III o~her respects 0. suitable match, there is as much family pride amongst the 
farme:-; on thIS matter as amongst the highest elass of society. 

Should t~ e reputed father of a bastard be unable or unwillincr to pay the lVages ordered 
~y tbe magistrates, they have no power of punishioa- him. The ~mol1 nt of wages nwarded 
)s genet;alIy by nn order for a quarterl y payment; there is no rule for fil:iog the amount. 
Tb~ order for wages often induces the fathe r to mnrry the mother of the child . T he a ppli­
cabon for wages is made directly to the petty sessions; aQd to enforce the order, it is ueces-

0·5· 1C 4 sary 

.·\PPclldix (A.) 

BASTARDY. 

L£i".sler, 
COUll ty WexlOrd. 

1':1:lIl1in~ l i(..ns t<lkO:!n by 
Francis Dig<:!f:ns, F..sq. 
w. T. M'(;·~ lilg b, ]~51.I' 

Pari:.hc! Horri(J um, 
Clo1l/nore. Ardcollll, 

and K i{lunU!. 

B:l.r. Shcbnalier. 

Parishes K ilcor­
mack, Gorey, Clough 

and Leski'Yen:. 
Bar. Gore!!. 
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BAST.\RDY. 

Leinster, 
County Wexford. 

EUlDin ll.l ionJ laken by 
Fnlllcis Ditlgens, Elq. 
W. T. M·CulJagb, Esq. 

Parishes K ilcor-
mack, Gorey, ClolIXh 

:'UId L esA-infere. 

Bar. Gorey. 

sary t.hat the reputed father acknowledcre the child. The fa ther sometimes absconds when 
wages arc ordered by tbe magistra tes,'=' W omen are not here known to bring actions for 
nursing against the reputed fatbe rs of their child ren. 

'Women with bastard children, in a majority of cases, do not beg where they arc known ~ 
] t frequen tly happens that bastard child ren become inured to a vagrant life wltl~ all its im­
moralities . But a wide distinction is to be drawn between the mother of one Illegitimate 
child. and her who has had more than one; the former often su pports and educates her 
child well and decently, nnd ultimately may regain her fonner s tation in society; the off­
spring of the latter are often l'cO'a rded as a Ilui sance in the neighbourbood . The refusal of 
the repu ted fathe r to support hi:. child often leads to contention and strife between the par- · 
tics, and the difficulty of supporting her cbild frequ ently inj ures the health of t he motber 
and that of tbe child, and there is reason to believe often drives her to prosti tuti on. T here· 

----- -- cannot be n doubt that the children reared under such circumstnll ces continuc ill vice. 

Parishes Magiass, 
RafhtnllC11ee and 

1J1ulrankin. 
Ba r. Porill and 

Bargy. 

Parish M onort. 

Bar. Scornvalsn. 

P ersons who attended tile Examinaiion. 

HIClunc DEnnEux, esq., merchant. 'iVexrord._ llev. WILLIAM HICK EY, rector of Kilcoman.­
Rev. Gr:OXGE i\ J URP H .... romnn·catholic curate, WexfIJrd.- J. E. REO)IONn, £!Sq., banker, Wex­
ford.-CII.ULLES A. WALKER, esq. M. P . , Belmount.- l\Ir. Jom: WALSH, general agent, Wexford. 

T H E nu mber of bastards here is not known; they are not supported by the parish. 
IHothers sometimes desert, but rarely destroy their illegitimate children . Mr. ·Walker, 
Mr. Hickey and Mr. Redmond thought that the fathers of illegitimate. children almost always 
neglec ted them. M r. Murphy, Mr. Devereux and Mr. Walsh believed there wel'e more 
cases of protection by the fathe rs than of neglect. ThE' parties are frequently incited from 
a sense of religious obligation, but rarely the influence of a feeling of honour. 

·Women with bastard children frequen tly apply for wnges at the petty sessions; the amount 
u sually granted is about 51. per annum. The system was different in form before the esta­
blishment of petty sessions courts; the latter is in many respects preferable. ·Wages are 
never awarded belore the birth of the chi ld; the amount varies according to the agreement 
between the parties. The petty sessions have not the power of awarding wages, but can 
only enforce the fulfilment of an agreement between the parties j they cannot in any case 
act, except llpon the adm ission of parent.age on the part of the man. P unishmen t i i:> never 
inflicted upon a pplicants for wa ges. T he you ng men of the neighbourhood have never 
evinced any anx iety to marry a woman with an ille~itimate child. in order to benefit by the 
w3ges allowed: thesc women bear a stigma attached to the m which preven ts their marnaO'c j 
"but," said Mr. Hickey, «a man marrying such a one is sometimes said to havc mOorriel'an 
injnred woman." l udividuals or the poorer classes are, in some in!'.tances, influenced by those 
of a higher station. The feeling both aga inst the woman and the bastard is strange!" as tbe­
ranks ascend . 

The Rev. Mr. Murphy mentioned a case well known, where n young man well educated 
and of excellent character, holdillcr a fa rm of 140 acres, was refused by severnl women 
beneath his own rank in life avowedly o\ving to the stai n on his birth j he afterwards married 
a sen·ant. The rcputed r::. ther may be decreed for any lVages which he hns legally undertaken 
to pay. The wages are usulllly given, not by weekly po.~·men ts . but in la rgel· sums. The 
order fo r wages never drives the reputed fathe r to marry the child's mother. T he church­
wnrden has nothing to do with th e nrran~ements. There wcre no cases k nown whe re the 
father had absconded when the order on hIm for wages was gran ted; nor have women ever 
brougbt actions and reco,'ered from the reputed rather. . 

·Women with bastard children do not generally beg, nor are they often driven to prosti­
tution by t he difficulty of supror ting tl1emselves nn~ the .children. The refusal of the 
r~puted fath er to surport the c.h11d. frequently leads to In-fe~lmg between the parties . Tbe 
difficulty of support ing the cluld IS rarely so severe as to lIIjure the mothel·'s health· nor 
does the child ~en~rally suffer from the scanty provision wh ich the mother can provide.' 
. The state ~t mind of a mother who Can desert or destroy her child must be highly 
Immoral. and lD some eases she would be for the future less careful of human Ji fe . 

P ersons who attended tlte E;raminati(m. 

EDWARD COOKu.n" esq .- Rev. MICHAEL FENWICli:.-JOHN NIXON NUNN, esq.- Rev. SoLOl!ON· 

RICUAItDs._ lHr. PATRICK WlIITE, corn merchant. 

BAST ARDY is of rare occurrence in this parish ; there was but one case i n the course of 
last year. 

Bastards de~ve no support from the parish, yet have not been deserted, and never de­
Btroyed by theIr mothers; the fa the~s, on the contrary, totally neglect the m, nor has it 
occurred that a sense of honour has mduced n man to marry tbe mother of his illegitimate 
child . 

It is. very common for women to apply for wages to petty sessions, where they receive, . 
acc.ordmg to the engagement, from a few sbilline-s to 6Z. Irish. This sum r:annot be exceeded. 
T his system has b een always in operation in this parish. B ut wages are not given before' 

tbe 
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the bi rth of the child. Punishment is never in Aicted on those who apply at the sessions for 
wages, whether it be the firs,t oc~~sion or n,ot, nor is any d iffer~nce mu~e :lS to ,wages in such 
case . Girl s who have had llle~ ltlmo.te c1l1Idren find great d ifficulty In getting husbands. 
nOlle of the young men of thIS neighbourhood being induced , by tbe wages received at 
petty sessions, to lllarry the~l. SC:)lnetimes indeed they are inAuen?cd by pel'son~ in higher 
stations to do so. T he feelmg eVJllced towards a woman thus clrcumstanced IS, in some 
of ber own sex, a feeling of reproach, in others of compassion, but t be bastard is every­
where received wit h reproach and contempt. In case of inability on the part of the father, 
it has not been the custom in th is parish to visit him with punishment for not paying 
W:lcres' the s um awarded i!l generally in one large amount, but occasionally hy an order for 
we~kly payments; there i ~ no fixed amount nor rule for s·lving. but this award has some­
times driven the reppt,ed father to marry the mother, and frequently to abscond . The 
churchwarden cloes not interfere; the motb ers sometimes bri ng actions ag~inst th e fathers 
for nursiuU', b ut ve l"j often do not succeed. 

Freque~lly women who have had bastards are d riven to begging , but not in their own 
parish ; sometimes to prostitul !on. ~vh ile the support of .herself nnd child occasionally 
mjures her health j and as to the chIldren reared In such Circumstances, they g row up in 
vacrrancy. become inured to its immoralitics, and continue in its vices, and at the same time 
m~st suffer in heal th also from the privat.ions to wll ich both they and their mothers are 
exposed. 

Desertion did not seem to some of the witnesses to be the resu lt of an immoral state of 
mind in the mother . to others it did; but they agreed in think ing, that a woman capable of 
s uch an act would be less care ful of human life, and be likely to conduct herself worse in 
aU relative situations. 

P erS01lS who attc"dcd the Examination. 

Rev. \ V1LLJAM BHENNAN, roman-cath olic curat~.-Jo uN BERKELEY D EANE, esq.-\VILLI AM R. 
FA R MER, esq .-Rev. W I LLIAM FLENXON. - .MARTIN FOWLE1.·T, ill. D._Rev. THOMAS H ... UM A N._ 

E DWARD KEOGJI, esq., tlep.-sovereign, New Ross.-Rev. JA~ms M ORGAN, vicar of St. Mary'S. 

T HERE are only two bastards in the parish of R osstroit, and it never has been the custom 
for the parish to support bastards. Mothers of illegitimate children in thi s district seldom 
desert them, and never have been known to destroy them; but the fathers mostly negl~ct 
t hem, and if they are afterwards induced to marry the woman , it arises more from reli gious 
apprehensions th an from any feeling of honour. 

When women b ave had b!U\tards they usually apply to the petty sessions fo r wages, and 
in most cases are award ed about the same sum, viz. 51. pel' ann um ; but no nwal'd is ever 
made before the birth of the child. This has been the sys tem prevailing in the dis trict since 
recollection. Defore the establishment of pelty sessions the same power was exercised by 
the magistracy ill n difle rent way, onc which was in every res pect worse than the present 
system. 

If a woman with a second il1e~itimate child apply for wages. she is treated in the same 
way ns before; she is never punisned, nor are witnesses aware thut the magistrates have an y 
power to punish in such cases. Girls wllo have had illegitimate children a re beld in very 
low estimati on, and find ~reat difficulty in obtaining husbands; and bastards, too, are 
looked on with reproach, t)ut much depends on their own conduct. The sum granted to 
a woman with a bastard never exceeds 6/. Irish pel' annum. and is paid at once ill ooe sum, 
or in partial payments, according to acrrecment ; but the acknowledgment of the reputed 
father is absolutely n ecesl'>al'y, before ~ny order fo r wages can be enforced. Jt does no t 
appear that the magistrates have any power to punish the fathe r, in case of hi s inability or 
refu~al to }lay j neither does it often ha ppen tbat a ma n has abscond ed from fear of any 
punishment. 

~Vh en wages are nut granted to a woman with an illegitimat.e child, . she is nece~sarily 
drIVen to beggary, and herself and her ch ild are thus exposed to the miseri es and Vice's of 
a vagrant life; in the opinion of witnesses, such a woman is often driven by her wants to 
degradation and prostitu tion, and ber child must be reared in vi ce. 

P ersoru who attended the Examination. 

Rev. Jom~ CHARTRES.-Mr. WIl.LIAM G OODISON, farm er.- Mr. THOllAS SPARROW, fa rmer.­
Mr. EDWARD WUSTE.It, farmer and miller. 

I .N the parish of Enniscorthy there are 12 bastard s, none of whom are supported by the 
par~sb . Mothers very rarely desert thei r illegitimate offspring, Rnd there is no instance of 
thel,r des troying them j but the fathers almost always neglect the ch ildren. and very rarely 
~re Induced to marry the mothers, after the birth of the children; ind eed, in the majority of 
Instances, the fathers are married men. 

It is the custom for women who have illegitimate children to apply to the petty sess ions 
for wages, and the sum W'o.nted is. in general, from 3l. to 61. ; but wages are not awarded 
before the bi rth of the clllld , nor is the amount a fix ed one. 
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'EuroinMiuflS taken by 
F rancis Di~l;cnl. :Esq. 
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B " STARD ..... 

Leinslcr, 
C OUDty Wexford. 

Euminlllioll$ taken by 
Frands DigSI'm. Esq. 
W. T.l'tl'Cllllngil. Esq. 

Parish Telllpt~~ 
3/wnnrm. 

"Bar. Ballnghkwl. 

P:l.Tish If! hi I cclwrcli· 
1'i1~ICI'II . 

Bar. Sli cllJ(JIlrtie. 

MIlNster, 
County Clatt' , 

E1:I.m;natiulI< Ink!'" by 
p, ~'. John~ln,,~, E~. 
E. n. Mull"y. E1q, 

Par, Allo('!} and 
Oughlmfl1wg'l, 
Bar, D1!ITCII. 

No instance was known of any roan marrying a woman fo r the wages thus granted; but 
frequently persons of the richer class have induced individuals of the poorer orders to many 
their mis tresses. 

\Vomcn who have had ille-:ritimate children are generally looked on with a mixed fcelina­
of sco rn and pity; and tllOugb a bastard is seldom reproached witl.l his i!l7gitimacy, ye t ~. 
requires particularly steady conduct to overcome thc dH.advantages It occasIons. 

The amount awarded at petty sessions is uSltally ordered to be paid to Lhe woman in one 
sum; but in case the fathe r of the child refuses to pay it, there is no punishment ever 
inflicted upon Ilim. It 1'nay however happen, tho~gh no t ,often, that the orde~ to pay wages 
might iuducc the futher to marry the woman, bu t It occasIOnally has caused 111m to abscond. 
The -woman llever applies to the churchwarden. but directly to the petty ~ess~ons, and if the 
acknowledcrment of the reputed fathe r be not pro,"ed. no order for wages IS given. 

If wacre~be not granted, the woman is obl iged to beg , and th us expose herself to all the 
miseries ~nd immoralities of a. varrrallt li fe, and likewise to rear her child up in them. When 
driven to beO'<rary. such women go in search of al ms, where their disgmce is not known; 
they would be:::> ashamed to remain in their own neighbourhood. 

Persons uho attended the: E ramillatioTl. 

1\11'. Jail:\" BLAI~E,-\VILLlA"1 GLASSCOT, esq.-JoHN ROSSITER, fnrmer.-JollN USII£I ~, csq. 

TH E nu mber of bastards in this parish was not exactly known, but none of them are ever 
supporte,d by it. Mothers often desert their illegitimate children, but seldom destroy them j 
and the fad lers always neglect them" 

It has been always the practice for the mothers of .i1le~itim?-te children to ar ply at petty 
sessions, and the amount usually granted on such apphcatlOlls IS from 3l. to 5 ., though the 
sum is aot fi xed, but depends on ci rcumstances. 'Nothing, however, is ever awarded until 
after the birlh of the ch ild , but then the sum would not be dimini shed because the applica~ 
tion of the woman was made for a second ch ilr1. Girls who have lmd illegitimate children 
are looked on with reproach, and find great difficulty in getting husbands; but someti mes 
persons of i1 higher rank in fluence those ora lower class to marry such women. The amOllut 
awarded to women who have had bastards is ordered to be paid in one sum, but no punish­
ment is inflicted on the man for ,not p:lying; and in every instance the acknowledgment of 
the man is necessary, before any order for wages can be enforced. No Crlses wcre known to 
wi tnesses, where the order fo r wages had the effect of making the man abscond, nor was it 
usual with women to bring actions at quarter sessions fol' nursing. 

I f wages be not granted to women \"ho ha\'e had illegitimate children, they are sure to 
be rlrivcn to beg, in \vhich case they always go away from home, and want too often drives 
them to prostitution. The child also is reared u p in all the immoralities of a vagrant life, 
and suffers, as well as its mother, all the miseries of des ti tution. 

Persons who attcndcd the Examination . 

PA'rnICK l\l'Dtm~roTT, fil1111er.-M. GILT.Or-IIY, wca\·er.-JoIlN FINN, tnilor.-Jo!lN I-hum, 
carpenter._CoxNon H OGAN , a retired sho.pkeepcr.--JouN H YNES, corn dealer, and occupier of 
~ 09 acrcs,-Jmls HYN ES, junior, fUTmer.-PATRICK NORTON, serjeant of policc._P£TBIL 
O ' L OUGHLlN, labourer.-TH,wDEus SAUION, fatmer.-TlIoliAS SC,1.X LAN, farmel'.-WrLLIAM 
SCANLAN, sc110olmaster. 

IT would be extremely difficult to ascertain the number of bastards at prescnt in the 
parish; but it is thought that not more than two illegiti mate births take place thcre in the 
course of the year. 1\ $ there is no court of petty sessions, there are no applications for 
wages for the maintenance of illegitimate children; and Mr. Haynes observes t hat public 
attention is not in genera.l drawn to the occulTence of bastardy cases. There has not been 
a case of dese rtion for the last eight years, and be did -not recollect a case of infanticide at 
any period. Scanlan said, that in the greater ll umber of instances the father evades con~ 
tributing to the maintenance of his offspring, which is then thrown entirely on the hands of 
the mother, who, if !'lohe happen to be in servi.ce, is sure to be tnrned out of doofi; 
and after l~aving found .shel t~r in .the cabin of some one nea.rly as destitute as herself, and 
endeavourlllg for some .ttme. In v~m. to StlPP01't herself and her child, is at last compelled w 
have recourse to occasl~lllal beg&mg. alld llerhaps to prostitution; in which latter case she 
generally leaves the pans!I, It does not occur, III more than one case out of three that t.he 
man repairs the injury he has done by man'iage; and even then not without mucl/difficulty 
experienced on the pa,rt of the friends ?f the girl to bring about such a step, as the seducer 
tnkes advantage of Clrcmnstallces to mduce them to make up a fortune for the girl j but 
the parish in no manner ever gives any assistance to the mothel'S of bastards . 

There are not more than half a. dozen individ uals in both parishes above the condition of 
s~all farmers, and ,not one who coul~ be c1ass,ed in the rank of the gentry. Considerable 
difficulty \~as ~xperlenced, therefore, III pl'ocunnO' accurate in formation upon the question of 
persons belllg l,nfluenced to marr~ these ~om~n by the interference of the gentry, and. also 
upon other subj ects connected WIth the mqUlry, from the want of persons who had leisure 

'" 
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t o attend to the condition o~ the wO~'king clas~es.. The c3.t~oli c . clergyman \Hi~ unfortu­
nately absent in another provlll~e dut'tng the entire 1111"e of l,he lIlqUiry j and there I ~ but ~ne 

\
)fotestan t clergyman resident I~ th~ barony, and IlI:l duties do not extend to th:5 pansh. 
t appears, however, thn.t the Jl\611cn~e~ aU,lIded to are very uncommon ; ~nd ~lr. Hy~es 

said tha t he nc\'er had gro~lIld for SUspIcion Ill, more than tw?cascs. A failure In chastity 
on the part of the woman IS never absolutely forgotten j but If she conduct herself well in 
other respects, she is not refused, ,u pon that aCCOull,t. the s~all a~ollnt of employment 
which is open to females. She wll.l ~ however, . find It ncnrl.Y HllPOSslbte t~ procure a hus­
band olher than t~e father of her c?lld, an? Will not ex.pcnence at any time that ki ndly 
feeliu(F which is dIsplayed towards Widows wIth young' child ren . A bastard always labours 
underon stain, which is sure to be refreshed in casc of a quarrel ; and it is CUl;OUS that the 
only two brotl~e~s remaining unmarried in the parish! at all ~dva.nced period of life, are of 
illegitimate orlg.tn. ,~r omen have rarely ~rought actions agnmst t~e repu ted fatbers of their 
bastards; and It was thought that the di stance of the petty sessIOns at Corofin (16 miles) 
0f,erated as an impediment to thei r doing so. The refusal of the father to maintain the 
c lild has not often led to anr acts of violence, except w~l ere the woman .has had cbi ld ren 
by morc than one fathe~; but If the fut~er of the second clllid r~fu fle to assJ~t her, she ha!fl in 
some instances r.el'severmgly annoyed hlm, and even th reatened violence; while, however, she 
]las but one clllld, she is apt to remain quiet in tIle hope of being made" au honest womnn 
of/' and still has some remuant of modesty left.-( HYllcs.)- -·The penury in which the 
mothers of illegitimate children often livc# is not only injurious to their own health , but also 
to that of their oflspring. Kate Haycs, a wretched old creature, who lj ved in a dark hovel 
of sods and straw not more thau six fe~t square, said that .her da.ugh~er, a poo r drivelling 
id iot, whom she exposed at 1.1er tlo~r m a state apprOaCh!llg to 11U(lity, though nearly 20 
years of 30'C, W!lS a hea lthy child until she herself, on havmg a second bastn.rd, was driven 
out of ho;se and home in winter, and obliged to sleep under walls in the open air, when 
she had hardly clothes to cover her. 

P ersons who attended the Examination. 

Appelltli~lA.) 

C .\ST.t nD'r . 

]lllusltr, 
County Clare. 

Eumin;lionB takeD hJ 
P. F. Jolmilone, Esq. 
E. 13. Molloy, E iq . 

Par. A{Jbc!J and 
Oughf/JIallagll . 

Bar. Burrell. 

J ,.,.!dU BOURKE, baker.-M. C,\IHLL, n small farmer, with about nine acrC1;.-'JOllY CARRIG, 

labourer.-A:oITliONY CURRY, proccss·scrver.- nev. l\1IC1l,\E' , DYNON, romnn-ctllholic euratc of Parish Kild!jJorf. 
KiI(\ysart._The Hev. !\hcu.o\E.L FITZGER,\LD, protestant rector of Kildysart._Dr. Guny, dis. Bar. Clondtralatu. 
peosary physician.-TIMOTlIY GORlI I\:t.', a small fa rmer, with about l'l acres.- DENNlS HUnLY, 
shopkeepcr.-*JoIlN Kt NNAJlAN, Inbourcr.-PA'l'RlCK M'C.o\HE, weaver.-MARK M'MAIlON, 
grocer in the village ofKiIdysnrt. - Mr. M'N.nJAR,\, postmaster, and extens.ive farmer. -PATiliCK 
M'l\L\lIO~, farmer, s.teward to Bindon Scott, esq.-[\!JCIlAEl. l\IYEllS, a small publican nnd 
Jabourcr.-· l\flClIA£L O'Bm EN, labourcr._J,uJES O'Du, broker in the village.-D.4.NlEL 
O'GllADv, esq., an extensive gentleman fllrmer.-MlcuAEL O'SUAUGNESSY, vic tun1ler. _HE~RY 
Ross LEWIN. esq., .1. l,.-Serjeant SCOTT, police serjeant._The Rev. P. SHEEHY, roman-catholic 
rector of Kildysllrt. 

M 'M .I,. HON computed the entire number of bastards in the parish to be 40; but M r. 
Sheehy said that it would be "ery difficult to ascertain the number exactly. He stnterl the 
average amount of illegi timate births to be about fonr; and that the crime, thou O'h s till too 
frequent, is decidedly on the decrease. The number, however, does not afford a perfect 
clue to the morality of the parish, as those children only are considered iJle~itimate who are 
b.om out of wedlock. Many instances, however, occur when they are conceIVed before mar~ 
nage. which is sometimes h urried on to save the character of the female. The mothers of 
bastards, in t.hree cases out of four, are farmers' servants, who are particularly exposed to 
danger from the promiscuous man ner in which such servants, both maJe and female, are 
obliged, from wan t of other accommodation, to sleep together. Farmers' daughters, how~ 
~"er. are rarely known to become pregnant from tbis cause. They are~ from their possess~ 
lUg fortunes, more exposed to another danger, that of abduction; which has, however, 
become less cowmon of late years. Bastnrds are never supported by the parish. Infanticide 
also is' a crime almost unknown. About fou r years ago n child was found dead at Bally­
Ilaca~ly, but it was proved on the inquest that it was still-born. Rev. Mr. Dinan observed, 
tha~ If ever this crime be committed by a motber, he was convinced that it al'ose·ratherfrom 
a Wish to hide her shame than from any umvillingness to support her own offspring. Several 
women came to him and asked him to assist them in getting their children out of the 
fathel's' hands, and declnred that they would rather beg fol' them than be deprived of them. 
l\~r. Sheehy stated that th-ere ha.d not been a child deserted within the parish during the last 
nine years . When the father is in bad circumstances, he generally makes every exertion to 
el~de the claim of the mother; but of those whose means admit of it, the greater part 
prIvately agree with the motber about the maintenance of the child. A feeling of honour 
~ery of~en brings about a marriage; and a union that takes place under these ciroumstances· 
18 conSIdered to replace a woman very nearly, if Dot altoO'ether, in her forme. position. 

Q • I t . 

~ T hese three men have no land attuhed to tb@ir cabins; they take jj m uck ground," (con ac re) for 
wInch they pay from Sf. to st. per acre, accol'ding to the quality of the la..od. 
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BASTARDY. 

Munster, 
County Clare. 

Eltaminations taken by 
P. F. }ohnstolle, Esq. 
E. B. Molloy, E!q. 

Parish Kildysart. 
Bar. Clonderalaw. 

It is a common practice to apply for wages at the pe~ty ~essious, but it is foull.d that no 
men but the poorest allow mattel·s to go so fa r as the Issumg of a summons .agamc;t them. 
Sometimes the women apply pri vately to the magistrates, and they are advised rather to 
qring their case before the qUflrter sessiolls. This system has been III operation longer than 
any magis trate present remembercd. 

\Vages are never granted before the. birth of the child, because they are looke.d upon 
rather as a reimbursement for expenscs mcurred. When the woman makes her apploicatLOn. 
the mao-istrates award her about as much as she could have ea\"llcd by her usual occupatioll in 
the period of time during which s~e rep.resen ts herself as having been unable to continue such 
occupation. As to the amount gIven In the case of a farm servant, th~ Il:~ost u.sual case?f 
seduction, it was calculated from about lOs. to 151. a quarter; but tillS IS subject to van· 
alion, in some measure depending on the power of the party to pay. . 

The number of illegitimate children bears each ye?-r a decreasing proport.lOn to. the n~lmb~r 
of legitimatc births, and as wages are rarely contlilued beyond the peflod ot. wealllng, It 
can hardly be ex pected that any consideration of tllcir value should have any lIlRuence . on 
t hat ratio. Major Ross Lewin stated, that though cases can be adduced of womell hamng 
children by different fathers, the re were but two instances knolVn where they had beetl suc­
cessful in getti ng decrees for wages, partly because they a~·e entitled to les~ cred.i t, and 
partly- because it is not probable that a man would enter moo a contract lIlVOIVlllg the 
maintenance of a child with a woman whose character had been already injured. 

No punishment is eve r inflicted upon those applying. No difference is made in the 
amount awarded. on the o-round that the woman has had more than aile child j but she finds 
more difficulty in substa~tiating her assertion, that a promise or contract had been entered 
into with her. 

No instance was known of a yo ung man evincing an anxiety to marry a young woman 
for the snke of the wa~es. These women nnd the utmost difficulty in procU\·in~ husbands, 
and there is adecided feeling a~ainst them, (, so much so," added Hurly, Cl that sbe is always 
the last to get a partncr at a dance, and nobody will step out with her as long as he can 
find another." Mr. Sheehy calculated that not more than three out of twelve such women 
get married to any others than the fathers of their children. There were 0. few instances, 
perhaps a dO'lcn, where money given by the wealthy father has succeeded in getting husbands 
for such g irls; they have all been ill·conducted fcll ow:3, too, who have accepted such condi. 
tions, and though some of the marriages have. in other respects, turned out happily, yet 
the man is much looked down upon by bis equals. R ev. Mr. Dinan said , he knew several 
instances where small farmers' sons have refused considerable sums held out as an induce­
ment to marry a gentleman's illegitimate si:3ter or daughter; but still there were other in­
stances where such offers were attended with success. 

With regard to the necessary proof at the petty sess ious, it is simply required that some 
contract has been made by the father to support the child , or that he has at any time made 
a promise to the mother to support it. The mother often swears the child before birth, and 
makes use of her affidavit afterwards when she brings forward het· claim. Her testimony is 
also considerably enforced. if she can prove that the father has ever givcn her auy money to 
meet the expenses which she has incun-ed. The man is always allowed to bring his witnesses 
to disprove the assertion of the woman, and for this purpose a summons is always served 
upon him to attend at t he petty sessions all a given day. If the woman can prove the 
promise. the magistrates have no discrctional'Y power to refuse her application; they can 
only use additional strictness in examining the witnesses produced . 

Should the reputed father be unable or unwilling to pay the amount ordel"ed by the magis­
trates, they have not the power of inflicting any punishment on him j they can issue a 
warran.t for the distraint of hi s goods, but they cannot attach his person, such a jUl"isdiction 
? eIonglng exclusively to the court of quarte r sessions. Tne amount given is usually awarded 
lD one sum, but time is often allowed to the father to pay it in instalments, either by the 
woman herself, or at the discretion of the magistrates. No case known of such a procedure 
having driven the reputed father to marry the woman. 

The acknowle~gment by th.e father IS not considered necesiiury, bllt it is rarely ev~r 
wanted. T~e pomt upon wlllch a ~an usually endeavours to avoid an order for wages lS 

not that.he ~ s .not the father of the child, but that he has not made any promise or contract. 
T he pansh IS III 110 way concerned about the business . Major Ross .Lewin said, that women 
have been frequen.tly k~lown to bring actions for nursing, and have recovered i ll them. That 
when they apply III pn~ate to t be magistrates, they rathel" advise them to bring their case 
before the assistant bamster, because even when a contract or promise has not been made, 
~hut officer is empowered to adjudicate and to award damages where a loss of time has been 
IOcurred. A case which the petty sessions have ceased ever to eutel"tain. 
. Applic~tions to the gua~ter sessions are very generally successful, and the expense 
mcurred IS but 5s., which IS always ordered to be paid by the individual against whom a 
decree is obtained. 

"When wages are not granted," said the Rev. Mr. Sheehy,« the woman with more than 
one bastard has hardly any other reSOurce than begging; while she has but one she 
endeavou!s, if possible, to support herself by occasional labour; but she does not obtain it 
very re~dlly .. In cer~ain months she may nnd work in the fie lds j but people are unwilli~g 
t o admit her mto theIr ho uses. If she has more than one child , she is too much occupied In 
.the c?llrge of lh~m to be able to earn her li",.elihood by industry, and she is su~e to reso rt t() 
beggmg, of ·whlch there are four or five tnstances known here and . sometimes, though 
rarely, to pro:3titution." ' 

The Rev. gentleman described the condition of the unfortunate creatures who are drlveQ. 
to 
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BASTARDY. 

lJlrlristt:r, 
County Clare. 

t'O this extremity as deplorable in the extreme. Unable to pay their rent, they nte first 
driven from their cabins; they then rear a wretched hovel of sods aga inst somr:: di tch, which, 
as soon as it is discovered by t~e farme~ on ,~hose ground it, is. is immediately pulled down, 
in ord er to prevent t he corruption of Ius children and of bls servan ts . She then goes to 
another place, and fi nds the whole neighbourhood leagued agai nst her; she is thus com­
pelled to lead a wretched and vagabond life, and O'rad ually rendered reckless by her suffer- El~~F~nj;~~~~o~:,e~![. 
mgs, and bY,a consciousness of h~ r degradation, slle ins tructs h e ~ child re n in ,every ki n~ of E. B. MolJuy, Esq . . 
vice and ultimately takes reru ~e In a town, where she soon termmates her miserable eXIst-
enc~. Few of the children I)f tnese women outli ve the period of infancy j but if' they do Paru.h KildY$rzrl. 
they become the pes t of society, and endeavour to make other chi ldren as bad as themselves: Bar. Clomkl'olaw. 
<I Last Sunday," said Mr. Dinan, .. on goio<T to a chapel that I have up towards the moun-
tains, I found that such a woman as Mr. S"beehy has described had erected a hut by the 
side of the road. I caught her son , a boy of seven years of age, in the act of t eaching the 
most horrible imprecations and acts of the grossest obscf>nity to a child of only five years 
old. I chastised the f!lder boy. and thereby drew down on me the abuse of the mother, 
who said that her child had a right to do what he liked." 

P ersons who attended tlte Examination. 

AXDREW CLAl-'CY, farmer with 100 acres.-Dr. COSTELLOE, of the dispensary.- Rev. A}/'DREW 
DAVOllAN, protestant reclor.-MtCHAEL H UI1R, innkeeper.-JouN KE.-\~I;, a farmer or seven 
acres.- M.um.u KE.-\RNY, on extensive farmer.-Rcv. P. 1\1'GUA~I;, roman-catholic ClJrate.­
JOII~ M .4. GUIRE, blncksmi tb._D.-\NIEL M'KNIGHT, weo\·cr._THOliAS i\IOLO}l'Y, blacksmith.-r. G. 
MORONY, csq., J. r .-Mr. MOnONY, postmaster.-MICH.4.EL MURROUGH, farmer of 11 acres._ 
P.l.TIUCK MURllOUGlI , land surveyor, and a farmer holding 1 0 Ilcres.-J OHlr OWENS, grocer. 

Rev. Mr. M'Guane declared h imself unable to ascertain the entire number of bastards 
in the parish, for that as they arrive at an adult age t hey merge in the populatio n, and the 
stigma of their birth is almost forgotten. He could, however, speak more positively as to 
the absolute number of legitimate births, as compared with others. He found ' ,000 births 
';n his parochial books since the census of IM31 , and out oftbat there were not more than 
20 iltermtimate i that is, in the proportion of 1 to 50. Tbe parish never undertakes the sup­
port a bast ards, unless they be deserted j and t here have been but three instances of that 
crime during the last 10 years, in each of wh ich the children were suppOl'led by contribu­
tions collected by the roman-catholi c clergymen. D u ring the 30 years that Mr. Da:voren 
had been acting as a ma~istrate at Miltown there bad not occurred even a suspected case 
of infanticide. The maj ority of bastard cases occu r between farm servan ts, male and 
femalel who, from freque nt opportuni ty, are more ex posed to temptat ion. Under these cir­
cumstance!; the father is generally poorJ and shows much reluctance to assist in the main­
tenance of his offspring. Those of a better class (lre not, however, found so willing to do so. 
~Vh en there is not any dispari ty in the condition of the parties, the parents of the girl often 
make up a sum of money as a portio n, and thereby succeed in etrect ing a marriage between 
t hem j " but," said Mr. M' Guane, .. this effort ia frequently not necessary. when a feeling 
of honour induces the man to marry his victim, as the only reparation in his power ; where 
there is great inequality between them, hO~'everJ I do Dot press this reparation, as it is not 
likely that the girl herself could have expected it when yielding to solicitation." . 

The mother has no direct mode of procuring assistance fl'om til e fathe r unless he gives it 
"\'oluntarily, except by applying to the magistrates for an award of wages, for expemles incur­
red and work performed in nursing the child. It has been the practice of the bench to 
entertain such questions for the last 20 years; bu t appl ications of the k ind are not very 
numerous. Mr. DaYOreD stated that there had been one the last Thu rsday, and he did not 
recollec t when there had been one before. certainly not for the last two years . From the point 
on wh ich the claim is founded nothing can be awarded before the birth of the child j as to 
the sum granted, it altogether depends 0 11 wbat had been .promised by the father. In the 
case above alluded to it was'll. for the year; and :n {?;enel'al it may be set down liS between 
l OS. and 1 5S. a quarter.-CMorony.)--Any-vnriatlon in the amount depends not OD the 
power of the father to pay, but merely upon what it can be proyed that he has in any man­
ner contracted to give. 

The system of. gran ting wages for the maintenance of illegitimate children has been in 
,operation for such a lenoth of t imel tha t it is diffi cult to compare the present state of the 
parish , as to bastardy, ':ith what it miO'ht have been previou~ly. Both M r. M'Gunoe and 
li r. D avoren, wh? knew the parish pre~ious to its introduction, ~ i d not tbi~k that it pro­
duced nny alteratIOn. There are a few women who have had chI ldren by different fatbers, 
b~t they are, for the most part, women whose characters would ren~er . i~ exceeding~y 
dlf~6cu lt to su bstantiate a statement of a promise made to them by . any tndlvld ual; and III 
pomt of fact, there i!i: but one of them wbo bas endeavoured to de nve any advantage from 
her intrigues, by an appeal to the ' laws for wages. and she was unable to prove her case.­
(Monmy. )--Mr. M'Guane had met only with one instance where it had app';!ared. that.a 
Woman was anxious to have a child, in order to benefit by the wages to be rece~ved III thIS 
manner ; and he slated as foHows :-" I was holding a station - at the mountQ.1n foot, and 
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amon~st others a. boy of about I !'} ca.me to ~e, a.nd I nsked .h im, of course. whether !le ~l a.ci 
:llly tiung to do with the other sex, and he sal? no, b.ut that It was ~ot fOl" t he want 01 oOers, 
for that a gi rl had asked bim to do what he liked with her. and said that she would swear 
the child. tf she had one. to another man." 

The magistrates hnve no power to infli ct any punish~ent upo~ those who apply for 
wa"'es. No difference is c\·er made on account of the apphcant havlOg had more than one 
chiid. as the amount aW:l.rded always depends on what it can be proved that the man 
promised . 

Kenoy. Clancy and Molony agreed that the s.un~ awarded. for w~ges never operated as 
an. indllcemeut to any youllfl' man to JIlarry the gll'lill the receipt of It. Any young woman 
who has had an illegiii mat~ child always ~nds considerable difficulty in procuring a hus­
bond· but there are cases k nown where tlus general repugnance has been overcome by the 
offer '011 tbe part of individuals of the upper classes, of certain advantages to be received by 
the ~on who \\"ould COllsent to take as a wife the woman who had cohabited with them. 
Mr. Mno·uanc ol}servcd upon this point, that he perceived with regret that 0. female, who 
has becn''\edtlced by 0. crentleman, is Dot looked upon as being altogether so impure a.~ one 
who h ns be~n led into e~ror by .~ne in hel' own stat.i01~ j and he added that th! s I ~nicncy of 
opinion arose from the probablhty that she had weltrhty reasons fo r hel" YIelding. The 
eagerness to procure land !s s~ gl'ea~, in consequence oT its being the Oll ~)' source of supp.ort 
to t he peasantry, that nothlUO' I S so hkely to procure 11 partner for such a gll"l as the temptatIOn 
of a small limn j and he kn:w of instances where such temptation had not been resisted. 
K enny said, that if a girl who has been "unfortunate" continues to oehave h~rself properly 
in other l'eS\1ects, and does not .degenerate ill~ a prostitute, she d~es not. suffer much in. 
point of fact, further than the difficulty of findmg a husband. Sbe 1S readdy taken as an 
out-door servant, and sometimes even as a bouse servant by farmers j but in consideration 
of her being somewhat occupied in attending to her child, she is obliged to accept half wages j . 
" as for the bastard," said Molony, "there will be always somebody to I·ecollec t how he 
came into the world; but if he is a quiet boy no one will speak against him; and if he be 
well off, a small farmer would not be such a fool as to refuse him his daughter if he deserved 
her, but perhaps ifhe was poor it would be otherwise." 

As to the description of evidence required at the sessions, Mr. Davoren stated, that the 
ma~stretes require that the woman who applies for wages should prove, either by her own 
testimony or by that of other witnesses, that the father of her child has at any time under­
taken to pay the expenses for the Llbour to which the maintenauce of such child !>hall ilave 
exposed ber. If it can be proved that the fa.ther has given money for such a. purpose, even 
without a \'erbal decla ration on the point. such an nct IS looked upon as an acknowl~dgmcnt 
of the obligation; and thoulTh he is always summoned to attend and to disprove, if pos­
sible, the statements of the female, it is not very likely that he would escape. Mr. Morony, 
the magis trate, said, that they would look upon the question merely as any other contract 
for wages, and would decide solely upon the evidence, withollt any regard to the character 
of either lJarty. ~ 

Th e lllag-istrates have no power to punish the reputed father if he refuse to pay the sum. 
awarded against ll im; they can i:;sue a warra.nt of distraint against his goods ; but that 
proceeding has hardly ever been found necessary, as obedience has almost always been 
yielded to thei r decree. The father is ordered to pay the sum a t once, but ill general the 
period of payment is a matter for arrangement between the parties, though the time nomi­
nally g iven by the bench is 10 days . A second application is seldom resorted to. The 
father continues to pay J.mtil the child is weaned; and it bas never been observed that the · 
burthen thus imposed for so short a time has had the effect of driving him to marry the 
woman. The churchwardens do not interfere in the business, which does not in any way 
concern the parish generally, neither is it deemed necessary that the man should ackuowled{1'e 
his paternity. ;::0 

Some women adopt another mode of procuring indemnification, by bringinn- actioDs 
against the father at quarter seusions for the reco·o'ery of wages for nursin.n-. If th'ey make 
good their case the assistant barrister may grant them a decree j and itany delay should 
occur in the payment. he is empowered to commit the recusant to prison. 

The charge of a single child unsupported by wages, drawn from its father, does not neces­
sarily d rive any ~omlin to beggary. Sb~ may sometimes be turned ou t of doors by her 
fathe r, but she Will be sure to get somethtng underhand from her mother or other relatiolls ; 
she may even gain a partial subsistence by occasional work; but if she have more than one 
chi~d sbe cnn hardly escape mendicancy, and she will not pursue it in her own parish but at 
a (hstance. lVIr.Maguane observed. that there was more than one woman at that time iu 
:M iltown sup portin~ herself and several bastards by bee:ging, but t hey have all come from. 
other places, though some of them have increased theu families since their arrival. It is 
not unlikely that natives of the place, who have left their home after their seduction are 
following the same DIode of life elsewhere ; and Molony said he has actually seen oue w~man 
doin .... so in the town ofKilrusb. 

~?r. D avoren observed, that all the women alluded to were bad characters and their ' 
children participated in tbe vices of their mothers; but there are a few women who have had. 
but one child to whom this remark did not apply, aud who when the fathers of their child­
ren have refused to allow them anythi ng, are cautious in their conduct, and avoid doing 
anything offensive, through the hope tbat they may at some time be induced to marry them; 
.. but,:' o~served. Mr. Morony~. ". it is when the man has chosen another girl for a wife that. 
the nuschlef beglD8, and then ItlS that we expect her to prefer a claim for wages." 
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P ersons who attended the Examination. 

'Rev . . MICHAEL COMYN, rotnlln,clUholic rector._Rev. D ,nnEL CURRY, roman-catholic curatc.­
SnlO~ CUnRY, nuilor._JoHN CURTIL, cottier, holding two acres._Jon:s" DALY, able-bodied 
beggarman._M,my FINN, widow, lately cljspossc~sed of her holding.-G tO RG E: FlTZGEIULll, csq. 
gentleman farmcr. - T U01US FOLEY, small fu rmer._TnO:'IAs HE,\LY, beggnrman.-PNEmCK 
HER in, large rarmer and shopkeeper.-P,tTTtlCK K ENNEDY, small fnrmer._\VI LLlM,[ M'DoNN ELL, 
Jabourcr.- JoSJlVA i\ l'ESE lt NY, middling fanner.- J ,\)U':s i\1'M.\1I0X, labourer._ Rev. Mr. MUR­

RAY, protestant curate.-Dr. RYALL, dispensary physician.-T HO)L'\S STUDDERT, csq., .1, r.­
P >\TIUCK SIULI,AU H , middling farmer.-CltOFTO>O i\IooItE VANDELEU l~ , esq., J . r.~And severa] 
others, farmers, tradesmen and labourers. 

THE exact number of bastards could nol be ascertained, but· the opinion of all present 
'was, that, considering the extent of t.he parish and the den:sity of the population, the number 
'was extremely small. The attachment of a mother toward an illerritimnte child is very 
strong. and a case of deserti ~g a child ~ever occur,s he.r~; indee~. {t is with the greatest 
difficulty women can be prevUlled on to gIve up an 11IegttImate chIld to the reputed father, 
in order that he lllay support it. No case of infanticide or of finding a child dead has ever 
occurred in this pari sh within the knowledge of the witnesses. 'Vhen the woman is brou rrbt 
to bed her friends generally apply to the father fo r saine main tenancc for the child, an~ if 
hi s means are at all adequate, he usually makes some prov ision for the ofi'sprinrr. ln cases, 
hOlVcl'cr, amongst the poorest, wh ich rarely OCCUI', an attempt is often made to elude any 
promise; if a promise can, boweve r, be proved before t he maO'istrates, they ·will l'ec()O"nize 
t he claim and award the sum agreed on between the man and the woman. Very frequ~ntly 
a feeling of honoUl' and a desire to repai r the injury done to the woman's character, leads to 
marriage, a'Ad marriages untler these circumstances have heen observed to turn out happily. 

Mr. Stud dart says," If the petty scs!:iiom. were regularly held here throughou t the year. 
the number of applications would certainly average eight; at present, held as they are 
d uring the summer only, they do not amount to more than four, and t hese applications pro­
ceediu*" only from those in very poor circumstances; the more comfOl'lable farmers seldom 
anow tHese mattE:rS to go so far; llUblic opinion does not encourage such an exposure." 

Before the birth of the child wages are never gmnteJ, and then the sum seldom or indeed 
ever exceeds 3l. or 4l. This, however, depends entirely on the sum applied for; the woman 
claims so much wnO'es for the nurs inrr of her child, and , if proved by the testimony of anotber 
witness, she will rc~eive it. C 

The system of granting wages has not produced any sensible effect in increasing the 
number of illegitimate children; th~y are rather au the decrease, though the population for 
the last four years has wonderfully lI1creased. 

Mr. Studdart says," We have llever yet had a second application for wages from the 
same woman." 

The sum granted as wages is so small it could not induce any maD to marry the mother 
of an illegiti mate child, and such women seldom get any oDe to marry them, unless (which 
sometimes, though l'arely, happens) a sum of motley was raised aUlong her relations as a 
dowry, to induce some one far inferior to her in condition to marry her. .M'Iueruy says. 
H The los!'; of character, when Imblicly known, deters any respectable person from beiuO' 
seen courting her; besides, by her own sex she is looked down on as degraded, and I shoula 
be sorry indeed to have my daughter seen speakillg to her; bllt it wou ld be cruel to taunt 
her witll it, for I am quite sure she feels it enough one way or another, without spelikin~ to 
her ou the subject ; neither would the bastard ever be upbraided by his neighbours, unless 
he did somelhmo- to make them ano;ry; and jf he wished to get married into a respectable 
family there wo;ld be a great dealto d01 and I do not think, unless 11e had a tolerable for­
tune for nne of us, he would find it an easy matter to get a wife!' The Rev. :Mr .. Murray 
says, .. I have generally observed that bastards among the more respectable agncultnral 
classes lllany people oflnferiol' families."-" You ought to make some difference," observed 
Kennedy, "between a male and female bastard . A woman will seldom or scarcely ever 
make a decent match, because she is not able to work her way in the world as a man 
can do." 

The reputed father is summoned to attend the petty sessions; and then it is necessary fot 
the woman to pl'o\'e, by the testimony of a wituess, eitber a promise on his part to ruai lltai~ 
the child Or some act of a·doption, such as giving money for tbe child's support; the man 
~lso is allowed to produce witnesses to di sprove the story told hy the woman; if ~e succeeds 
In doing so; the case is dismissed; if he fails, the sum claimed is awarded against hlm. It has 
happened, 11Owever, that the case for the appellant has been clearly proved, a~d e~uaU¥ so 
that for the defendant, the map'istrates then settled the case to the best of theIr dlseretlOn. 
The woman's character is not ~ken into consideration; the only thing required ~; that she 
sh~l have her ease c1ea.rly proved, and if she would do this 10 times over, she would be 
enlitled to get relief. . ' 

If the reputed father is unable 01' unwilling to pay the sum, the magIstrates caD. o~ly lssue 
a warrant aO'ainst his goods ; his person cannot be touched, except by a decree from the 
quarter sessions; the amount is awarded in one sum; frequently a few days are. granted to 
the reputed father to pay it. <I This is done," Mr. Studdart says, .. because It would be 
cruel to force a man to pay a large sum at once." To enforce wages, the acknowlt!dgment 
of tbe reputed father is not necessary. <f In fact," observei Mr. Studda.rt, "they generally 
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acknowledO'e tlle child lana before they come to us; the point we nre called on to decide is, 
whether th~ promise to pay bas been made or not." N~ case.has occurred hereofa fa.ther 
abscondinO' to avoid th e paymen t of the sum awarded agamst blm. 

W omcnohave never been reduced in this parish to beg. in consequence of their having 
bastard children; they will sometimes get work in the fields in s.etti n~ or pickiug l?otato~s. 
but seldom would a woman who h ad lost her character be ad~lltted. mto.a far~e r s family 
as a farm servant. Neither have s uch women become prostitutes In thiS pari sh. I. But 
I am s ure," says Fitzgerald, .. frequently t~l e beggarwomen ' Xho. co~e int? this part of the 
country , ha\te been obliged to leave home In consequence of their mlscor-auc t; mdeed. no 
complaint is so common, during th e s,ummer, IlS that they have be~n fo~ced to fly from their 
own parishes owin~ to a' misfortu ne; and no woman would admit thiS but one wh o had 
undergone great privation and hardship. " The Rev. Mr. Comyn fu r ther observes. "The 
very act of begging from inrancy. coupled with the scencs the .you?,g child~en m.ust be 
brough t up ln, of necessity renders them also loose members ofsoclcty. In tillS pansh the 
fatller seldom refuses to support his illegitimate ch~ld;. on ~h e. cOI~t~~ry, it l~as often been 
the subject of remark, how such an~ SUell a one malntams ~IS Illegitimate clllld.; sh ~uld he­
however do so, injury Ulust necessa rdy accrue to the mother s health, when she IS obliged to· 
wander up and down in all seaSOns, exposed to the uncertainty of procuring 11 llIght' 
lodging. 

Persons who attended the Examination. 

J.UIES BURKE, small shopk ceper.- PAT COURNEEN, weaver.- MART COURNU),", his wife, employed' 
to nurse a deserted child. -PAT CURTIS, farmer of three and a half acres. _PAT DOOLAN, a resi­
<lent beggar._ MlcHAEL EDWARDS, farmer of 1 0 acre$.-JOIIN GIl.MOUE, innkeeper.-PAT. 
HEHIR, a mendicant._PAT M'DoNNELL, labour!'!r.-Captain Martin. J. P.-J UD Y MUIAHAN, n. 
town beggar.-Mr. O'Bau.'N.- --- PAR.KE R . esq. a barrister, living in the parish.-Dr. PUR­
Dmf, dispensary surgeon.-MlcllA~L RYAN, shoemaker.- Rcv. Mr. SC.4.NL.-\N, roman-catholic ' 
curate.-\VI.DOW' SLATTERT.-Rev. Mr. Sr. GEOROE, protestant curate.-Rev. Mr. "AUGIIAN, 
roman·Clltholic priest. 

MoST of the witnesses f'xamin ed bore testimony to the rare occurrence of bastardy in the 
p~rish . No person r.ould t ell the en ti re number of bastards i but Mr. D UlleaI' and the Rev. 
Mr. Vau~han said, there could 1I0 t be more than three or four cases of it in a year, and at · 
nny rate It is not on the increase. The)' are never supported by the parish , except when 
deserted , and then a cess is levied for thei r support. There are only three deserted children 
in the parish; and Mr. Martin says, these have been the only instances of desertion wi thin the­
last the years; and though it would of course be hard to prove it, he thinks they were 
dese rted by women from other parishes. There is no instance known of women destroying 
their children. Abou t a year a~o a woman was tried who had thrown her child into the · 
canal, but it was proved by medical men that the infant had been still-born . If the father 
be sure of the patern ity, he is well inclined to support his ch ild, Rnd will often marry the 
woman, a practice which the Re\t. MI'. Vaughan says he always encourages. 

The bench of magistrates a t Killaloe do not at presen t gra nt wages to women with ­
bastards. Mr . . Martin got a legal opinion, which induced him to refuse applications for that 
purpose. 

A t Clomara, a shorL distance off, the magistrates do give wages, and there are generally 
four or five applications in the year. The woman obtains about 5 I., but the sum is \' eg li lated ~ 
!>y the circumstances of the fa ther. Since the petty sessions have refused to interfere at 
Ki llaloe, women have not had recourse to thc quarter sessions for compensation. 

When wages were given it was usual for women to swear the child before birth, that in 
case of being unsuccessful before the petty sessions, she miO'ht be able to substantiate the' 
charge before tIle assistant barrister. t:> 

Since the system of not ~iving wages has been adopted, the number of bastards has not· 
varied ; and 1\'Ir. M artin thmks the numbers small in a population of 8,000. 

, A bout five years ngo, when the practice of giving wages existed, a woman applied against · 
a man whom she stated to b e the father of her second bastard , as be was of her first. She ' 
was a'~l'de.d. but a ve.ry small sum, being considered undeserv ing, in proportion to the numbel 
of her lIleglhmate child ren. . 

The high spirit of the young men in this quarter would never allow them to marry a 
woman merely for th e wages obtained on account of her child; such a thing was never 
known. ~~l hen t he character of a ~irl becomes suspicious from her behaviour to a youDa- · 
man, she IS more apt to be treated With scorn than if she had even bad an illeO'itimate child. 
In th~ latter case a feeling of pity is e~cited; but it ~ftell happens, accord ing to Mr. Vaughan, 
tb~t Itl the former a y'ou ~g: mall \Vl~ l marry a girl me~ely to ~ree her from this suspicion. 
Girls who have h ud Illegitimate c1uldren fi nd great dlfIiculy m O'ettinO' husbands. Mr. 
Martin knows one inst.nnce only where a girl of the kind got ma~ried to a man who was · 
not ~he fnther of the chi ld . T.hc mat~h was made through Jove on the part of the husband, 
and it has turned out well . It her fradty extends no fu rth'!r than havi ng one child and she 
be in oth er : es.pects well beh~ved ,-though in such a case a woman witI certainly ilaV'e loa,~ 
h er caste,- It IS n ot usual wah her equals to treat her bal'5hly. "I would not like mucb, 
says Mrs. MahonYI .t to see roy daughter keep ing company with her, but sure, if her misfor- · 
tune possessed over her," (i. e. if she has but one child,) .. she is to be pitied, poor th ina'.'" 

The 



i,,'o t/" STATE OF THE POORER CLASSES IN IRELAND. 81 

TIle bastard certainly suffers from tllc incontinence of his parent; for tllOllO"h he is not an 
object of disdain, yet he is liable to ~.e taunted w~th his misfortune on all occa~ol1s of quarrel. 
It does not nppellf, 11O",e\'er, that If he had a little money, he would find any difficulty in 
rrettinlY a wife. 
~ The~e are no wages granted at Killaloe; but at Clonrara, a neighbouring parish , tile 
woman is obliged to prove previous promise on the part of the father. though },e is allowed 
to produce anv evidence against the charge, which he may be able to bring forward. If the 
woman be of ~thel'\~' ise go?d c1Hlr8cter, and th e man llot so, Mr. Martin says the magistrates 
would take her tcstllllO ny m preference. 

1\11". Duncan states t hat he does lI?t know all ~l1stance wJoere the father has refll.sed to pay 
tIle aw::ml. The warrants are nil directed to 111m, and he does not find any difficulty in 
levying the amo~llt .. 1f tll.e fa~he l'. refuses tllcre is no a~\thority t~ punish him, the on ly 
mode of compulsIOn IS to ulstram JlIS goods j the person IS safe . 'lhe Aum awarded beillO' 
considered as wages due for services llrrformcd, or expenses in nursing, 01' as a debt result: 
ing fro~.a previous p~ornise,. i s usually direct~d to be paid at once, but ~he !llothcr generally 
draws It il1 small portions, wIthout the necesslty of more than one applIcatIon to the maO'is­
b ates, as the parish at large is in no way concerned in tIle matter. 'The churchwarden 
who rellresents the parish, never interferes ex (ri1icio. The woman applies directly for ~ 
summolls against the mall she charges. There is not at tIle present momell~ a. single woman 
in the parish of Killaloe who is in the receipt of a lega l compensation for an illegitimate child. 

There is on ly one beggar with illegitimate children in the parish, and she is a stranger, 
hav ing been dri\'en out of her own parish by the force of public opinion. And as to a woman 
being driven to prostitution in consequence of llaving an illegitimate child, there is not a 
'Prostitute in the parish except those who have come after the soldiers from other l)laces. 
J\II'. Vaughan says, that in the rare oppol'tunitie:> he has had of making any observations, 
he has found that great affection is shown by mothers to their illegitimate offspring. He 
recollects where a woman carri ed on a regular system of annoyance to get her child out of 
the hnnds of the father. An iUegitimnte child callnot be much worse off than the chi ldren 
lawfully begotten of the lower class in general. 

Persoru wllo at/ended tlte Examination . 

. AUSTI 'S' CARRlO, one of the late enumerators under the Commission for the Public Instruction._ 
TJ IOlHS Cunn ..... N, dyer and pawnhl'oker.-JAMES DALY, apothecary and innkeeper.-LAwREXCS 
Dommn:,lallourer.-JoIiN DONOGHUE, a cottier, holding five acres.-Doctor FU .. OC .... NE, !lis­
pensary su rgeon, __ .Joll~ HIGGINS, laboUl'cr.--J .. un:s K EANE, farmer of 1 2 acres._Tlto~.I.\S 

l.YSAGlI'l', labourcr.-AuSTlK IVl'CAltTHY,:I cotticl' holding two acres.-Rev. Mr. M'NALLY, 1'. 1'. 

-PATJUCK M'NAM .... n ... , weaver.-Mr. MALO:!'!E, farmer of nincncres, and tithe collector._Jom~" 
l\f,UONE, II cottier holiling four acre~.-JOHN Momssy, weaver.-JAlIES MULQUENY, farmer of 
five ncres.-JOHX O'REILLY, publican and farmel'._PATnlcK Q OI)JN, baker. -\Vidow ROUllKE, 
widow of a carpenter, supporting fOUl' orphans.-MAnHIAs THYNN B, shopkeeper.-Rev. Arch~ 
dean WlIn .. \", protestant rector, and justice of the peace.- Meclllmics, labourers and others, 
besides the above, were examined by the Assistant Commissioner$. 

At TH OUG II the assistant commissioners aTe unable to ascertain the number of ilIegi ti­
~ate children in the parish, yet it was found in the course of the inquiry, that the apphca­
t!.ons to the magistrates in cases of rape, had somewhat increased . Bastard children were 
never supported by the pari sh; and i t was stated that there had not been a case where one 
of them was descl·ted by the mother for the last four years. There were then, however, two 
foundlings supported by individuals, wbo were exposed about five or six years ago, and 
whose expenses had not been paid for some t ime back. Collections are made at the 
roman-catholic darel for nursing two other foundlings, who were also exposed anterior to 
the above-mentioned pel·iod. The re had been only one case of infanticide within the last 
10 years. The infant was found in a bog lake, but no traces of the mother could be dis­
covered at the time. \Vhe n the investiO'ation commenced there was the greatest anxiety 
evillced to detect the parent, but this ze~l soon wore off, and it was ascertained eventually, 
that the suspected criminal had been screened, and got out of the way. It has heen 
observed in that district, that the fathers of illegitimate children gcneralIy maintain them 
" ery well, according to their means j and Archdeacon Whitty said, that most applications 
to t~e. petty sessions arose from the mother's making exorbitant demands, on,d not from the 
unwlllmgness of the reputed father to contribute to the support of the clllid. On these 
occasions the general defence set up. is the unreasonable nmount claimed by the mother; 
and the assertion by the father, that if the child be Jeft to himself he would be able to 
~ainl ain it at a mnch less expense. Several of the wituesst:s remarked that the b~sin.ess 
lS generally hushed up. until the reported marriage of the mall, when the mother. fearmO' 
tbat no allowance will any longer be made, hrings tIle matter before the public. Th~e had 
had been no instance known there of a marriage having taken place from feelmgs of 
b.onoul'. after the affair bad been made ptlblic by being brought before tlle bench of ma­
gistrates. 
. T.he system of granting wages has been in practice there ever since tile s:ssions were ~rst 
lnShtuted; but where applications are made to tbe magistrates before the buth of the clll ld , 
they always refer ~hem to the quarter sessions. As to the amount usually granted, although 
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the women often apply for the whole 6/. allowed h}' the Act of Parliament, yet the m:lo-is_ 
tratcs very rarely decree more than a/. Out of !!o applications whi,cIt bad been, mad: at 
the petty sco;sions. there had not been more than five succes,.ful, owmg to the evu.1ence to 
make out the case having failed. The amount awarded in these cases varies according to 
the contract made between the parties. In cntertailling the question, the individltal Cil'­
cumstances are never taken into account, the magistrates conceiving that their power is 
limited to the cllnsider-ation of the bargain alone. and no fhrlher. . . 

It was the opinion of aU pre;ocnt that the amount g:cncral!.v awarded ~as so tnfilllg. that 
there could be no inducement thereby held out to mcontm~ncy; beSides, as Archdeacon 
Whitty declared , he must do the people the justice to say, their chastity is marvellous, 
when their poverty and wl'etche.dness al:e conslder~d; and s~~el'a l persons ad~ed, that the 

------- morality of the women h.ad conSiderably Increased Since tI.1e m.'I ~tary ha~ been wlthdrawll .. 
'Vith reo-anI to the d iffic ulty that glfls who have had Illegi timate children would have IU 

procuring husbands. fO llr different witnesses stated that a great difference would be 
made on that point hetwecn a woman who had a child, by a countryman, and one who had 
connected h ersel f with a gen.tiem:lll. In the formel' case, no one would have anything to 
say to her, while in the latter many would be anxiolls to many: hoI', in the hope of getting 
money; all a1rreed, however. that by far the greater numbC! r of women who had coffim.itted 
themseh'es, r~mained unmarried. [ t does not always foUow, however, that a woman loses 
all res pect because she has had a child; and M I". M'Nally said, that the people arC! dis­
cernillo- enough. to, and do consider particularly the circumstances undel' which she had 
been s~d uced. There was only one instance remembered thel'e of a person being illduced 
to marry a woman under these circumstances, through the influence of one of tIle higher 
orders. The case occurred in a graz.ing part of the parish, and the woman was allowed five 
cows, which tempted a young man, who was ber inferior in station, to marry her. The 
stain, h owever,. never wears off the child, and several cases h ad occurred there of intended 
rnalTiages being broken off in consequence of a discovery that one of the parties was 
ill egitimate. 

Parish Kilnano!J. 
Bar. Im:/,iquin. 

J n a case of an application for wages for nursing a child, proof of 3. contract bya witness 
is all that is required, belore it can be adjudicated on by a. bench of magis trates. The 
woman's own oath and that of ber witness, does most, however, preclude any proof to be 
offered .by the man to the contrary, as he has it in hi$ power to disprove by witnesses the 
statement made by the complainant. The reputed father is a lways fir.;;t sumnlo"ned to 
attend; and as the magistrates do not consider that they have any jurisdiction beyond the 
simple case brought before them, they do not go into the character of the women, conse­
quently a second application might be equally successful with the first. 

In case the reputed lather should not pay, the magistrates can ilisue a warrant against .his 
goods, l\ co urse, ho wever, which it has never well necessary to adopt there. As to the time 
within which the amount awarded is to be paid, the magistrates, when they find tbe person 
decreed to pay is in poor circumstances, generally r~commend the womall to receive it in 
instalments. This has heen found, from ex perience, to be the best and most convenient way 
for both part ies. It has never b:en known that the ordel' for payment of wages has driven 
the reputed father to marry the girl , because the warres are not contil1ued beyond the wean­
ing of the c hild . [ t was a lso stated, that after the ::>case has been once broucrht befure the 
mag istrates. the fathers continue to pay very regu larly for the ehild nntil it is weaned, but 
after that period, the beneh would not entertain th e question. No acknowledgement by the 
~puted father is necessary to enforce a ll orde r for wao-es, nor is tbere any application made 
m the first instance to the churchwarden; it is w::..de to the hencll direct. The reputed 
father has never been known to abscond, where waO"es have been awarded a!roinst him. The 
men, however, sometimes leave the place wbere th:y reside fOj' a few weekso or months, when 
they anticipate a claim being made upon them, bllt the woman invariably watcbes them, 
and brings her case on the very first opportunity when they return. This fact has been 
ascert.llined ~y the mn~istrates often as~mg the woman why she had allowed so long a. time 
to elapse, Without comlOg to t~eru, which ther bav.e generally answered, that it was in con­
seqnence of the rna.n thus leavmg f~r a short time, tn the hopes of cscapino- all expense. 

A woman thus c~rculllstance.d \ ... ·,11 not be forced to beg, because she will be taken care of 
by her paren ts, while she recen'es the wagcs; but this remark only applies to women who 
have been unfortunate once, fo r a bad character would inevitably leave her home and parish. 

Persons who attended the Examination. 

Rev. J. HASTINGS ALLB~, perpetual curate of CoroBn.-AuSTEN" CUltTEN, carpenter.- __ DAVIS, 
weaver .-GwnGE OIXO', farmer and tithe coliecter.- MlCHAEL EGAN, carpenter._JmIN EMER­
SON, slater.-WILLrAM FITZG£RALD, csq., J. P.-GEORGE FtTZPATlllCK:, innkeeper.- 1'Uf FITZPA-
TRICK, publican.-MICHAlll. HALLORAN, lo.bour~r. _ _ _ HEHRn, weaver.-JonN HlCKEY, 
postmaster, and farmer of 15 acres.- GEORG£ H OGAN, labourer.-Tux HOGAN, farmer.-JoBN" 
KENNY, shopkeeper._TsOl!.1S M'l\fAHON", labourer.-CUAIl.LES M'NAlIARA, farmer of eight 
ncres.- - - M."\'RTlt.' , weaver.-MICHAEL MORIARTY, farmer, holding 15 acres.-JAltEli 
NOLAN, farrner.-Rev. Mr. WALSH, roman· catholic rector. 

BAST A. RDS are never supported by the parish; indeed, the cases of deserted children are 
-ve.ry rare, and 110 in&tance has been known here of a woman destroying her illegitimate 
dIdJ. 

Women .. 



;"'01/" STATE OF THE POORER CLASSES IN IRELAND. 

'Women with bastflrds \'ery commonly apply to the petty sessions for wa cre!'. Thi5;J 
incJced, bas been t he custom of nil since the establishment ofp.::lty se}siolls. N~ w;lgesal'e 
ever trl'an,ed belate the Lilth of her chi ld: The system of gm nting WI'l!?CS nt petty sessions 
docs ~ot appeal' to have made ;my difference whatever in the number 01 bastards, nor have 
anY_ 'women made npplicn ti ons for a ~econd child . 

No punishment is infl icted on a womun who makes application for wages . The petty 
sessions bave no such power. 

YOUI12: men ill this district h ave ne\'cr e\·inced a desire to marry women for the WS2:es 
they mig ht recei,'e for the support of il.lcgi~illlate children j nor have they Lcr!n illd u.ced ~b'y 
any of the richer c1nsses .to mnrl"~ thell' .mlstresses. lndeed, women who ha~'e l~ad l l l e~lll~ 
mate children find great dIfficulty 111 ge ttmg husbands i they li re sh unned by thell' owa sex , 
and looked down UpOIl by all thei l' neigbbours. If a bastard beh:wcd hmlself well, and 
became nn industrious member of society, the c ircumstance of his unfortunate bil·th wou ld 
be for'l"otlt;ll; at the s,lme time seve ral of the farmers stated that th ey would" mo\'C Ilc::well 
and ea~'lh to pre,,"ent their dnughters marrying bastards ." 

The macristrates cnn issue a distress warrant againlOt the goods of the reputed father, but 
they concE~ive they h ave no powe r to levy an attnchment ngainst his person. If the amount 
c1alDled by the mothel' of the clIild as wages for nursing be proved to the satis faction of the 
magistrates, evell ,~ithou1 the acknowledgment. of the reputed fa the.l", it is ordered to be 
paid ; but whether III weekly or quarterly ~ums 1S a maller of conVClllcnce among the par­
ties. 'The award of wages has never here mduced the reputed father to ma rry the womall. 
1\len sometimes marry to get rid of charg;cs of rape. 

Pe1"301lS who allellded tlte Ex(/mination. 

JAlI ES Bn.-\sIL, farmer, holding seven acre;;.-TUOM.-\S C.\Il.ltOLL, labourer.-Rev. i'l r. COFr£Y. 
romao-catholic curate.-M. COLLON, wcnver.-Major CItEAOlJ, J. P.-MAlty FITZGEIULD, n. 
bcgguni·ODlIln.-Dr. FRAZt~ clispcmary surgr;on.-Wiclow GRlFPEY, widow of a labou re r.­
Mr. H.-\CKNEY, steward to Si r A. Fitzgerald .- MARTIN HALPIN, lnbourer,. occasiunnlly employed.­
MARY HALrl ~, llis wife, n.lways begging in Newmnrket .-MtCIiAEL KIWVII tlml JAMES G.F.AItM:, 

small farmers, holding nbout l Z aCl'es cnch.-Rcv. Mr. M'CIJLL .... OU, rector.-Jomd\1'NA ~rAn .-\, 
labourer.-JOfl N i\!OLONY, clerk of thc petty sessions.--RICHARD ~JoLONEY, n decayed shoe­
maker._ H E"NIlY O'Enn:N, esq.- LuCIUS O 'BmEN, esq., lale M. P. for the county of Clare. 
Rev . .l\lr. O'URT EN, roman-c,.'llholic curntc.-PATnlCK SIllELDS, carpenter. 

IN thi s pmish the usual clue to the number ofbaslnrds is wa.nted j namely, a distill~n i sh 
ing nlntk after the entry of their bnptism in the register kept by the catholic chrg)'1ll1.m. 
The number of women to whom the ceremony of ehurching has been refllsed would in some 
measure have been a guide; but tIle Rev~ Mr. Coffey could not find his papers upon thnt 
point. T he clerk of the petty sessions supplied, however, a list of the number of applica­
tions for wages for th e nursing of illegi timate children within the last three Years; hut the 
infornJation thus obtained is only nn approximation. as of course many cns~ of basta rdy 
are Dev€!" brought before the public . The number of such applications in 183 1 was 13. in 
183'2 it was 15, and in 1833 it was '21. The parish nevel' undertnk(>s the support of ille­
gitimate c1Jildren . Instances of desertion are r,ll'e in it, and .M r. Coffey cou ld not recoll ect 
more than one case during the last six or seven years. .About a yea r aero, however, on 
attempt was made by a woman who lcft her child 10 a ditch, but fortunate~y a hoy passillg 
near the spot at tile time questioned her as to he r intenlion. She said that slle W<lS only 
leaving it for a few moments, and taking it up again s11e went away. It was afterwards 
ascertained, however, that she was successful in deserting it without detection, in the next 
pari sh of Clare Abbey. "In gene l'a l," said Molony, If women are fond of their illegitimate 
ch ildren, and seem grieved when the magistrates order them to give them up. In some fe1\' 
cases they h8\'e even preferred forfeiting their wages to losing their young oll e." Tbe Rev. 
Mr. Coffey stated th at the Clime of infanticide occurred but once since h e came to the 
parish, a period of about nine years. A child was found in a drain that runs into LO\l~'h 
~ash . It was impossible to make: any sati sfactory examina.tion of th e body, as it was totally 
disfigured by wnter rats. The affair created a great sensation, and a woman was taken up 
and interrogated three t imes. Althou~h a surgeon was of opinion that she had been recelltly 
del ivered, yet she was ultimately acqUItted of infanticide fOl" want of evidence. The fa thers 
of these children are generally too well inclined to escape supporting their own off.~p rill.g. 
:rhey will sometimes take the child for a short time, but they soon get tired of it, and return 
~t to the mother after making a compromise, and agreeing to pay her something for nursing 
It. Subsequent marriages are seldom brought about on these occasions from a fee1iIlg. of 
honour; and th~ ctltholic cler@=yman doe.s not press the m~t(er. unl.es~ there b~ equahty 
between the parties. He conSiders t hat If there be much dlspnnty, It 1S very unhkefy lhnt 
the gi rl could have become the dupe of a promise of marriage. Women who have had ba~­
tards sometimes 0r,plyat the petty sessions for wages; and M ajor Creagh said thnt thIS 
practice has prevai ed for the last 13 or 14 years; the demand being made for ser;i ces done .. 
nn~ expenses incurred in nursing the child . Wllgt=B are never awarded before buth of the 
child, nor indeed until some time after it. 

The general aDlount aWllrded varies from l Os. to 31. It varies according to the character 
of the mother, but still more according to the circumstances of the father. Most apphca-
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tions nre directed against farm-servants, they being most commo!",ly the fathers of bastards ; 
and Dr. Frazer said he is surprised it does not ha ppen oftener, In consequence of the pro­
miscuous manuer in which male and female servants are permitted by fa rmers to sleep 
together in barns and outhouses. And he added, that he has even kMwn incest to be the 
consequence of this disO'raceful neglec t of decency. 

As to th e moral effe~ts of granting wages. the Rev. M r. Coffey said that he had never 
been able to t race any increase of illcol1tinence to it; h~ mentioned , how,ever, several 
children by cliB'eren t fatbers, and also the case of three slste!s who had ciuldl'e,n by one 
and the same fatber ; and Major Creagh, who had been n. magll;trate for a. long time , was 
also unable to supply any inf?rmation on the increase or d~crease of bastardy; but judging 
from the ralum above rr iven, It would appenr to be all the Increase. 

The magist rates hn.v~ not the power of inflicting any p l~nishlllent on the woman who 
applies for \,'aO'es. Althouuh the amouut awarded luust clueHy depend on the contract or 
promise ron.de °by t ~l~ fathe~ r.et if the wo~au 1}3,\'e n. general ba,d char,M.ter, or ha~c had 
more than one illegltnnate cln ld, great caution would be adopted III admlttmg the eVidence 
she mi O'ht bl'inO'. or in O'iving- credence to her oath. 

'VaO'~s nre n ~ver awa~ded b eyond th e tim~ at which childrell are usually weaned; never 
for mo~'e thall two or three years, and therefore, observed Molony, one is not surprised to 
h eal' that no younrr man has been so mean as to mal'I'Y a ;;irl fOl' so pal t ry a consid eration. 
Some yp.ars :laO, ~ mechanic d id marry a gi rl who wa..;; In the receipt of wages for her 
illegitimate child, but as she was remarkably handsome, few thought that he was influenced 
by Stich a base motive. (n general, indeed , girls who hrLve had bastards find the greatest 
difficul ty in procuri llO' husbands, and there is not even nIl inst.1.llce known where anyone 
has been t empted to ~arry one by a bribe from the r icher classes. Keog h observed, as to 
the way in which such women are generally received, that if one has had but one child. 
she does not necessarily suffe r much from bel' frni lty ; if she can procure employment and 
get some one to take charge of the child, she is t.o be found labourin~ in the fields with 
other ~irls , and at a ll times she is freely admitted into their society, The bastard suffers 
more than his mother; and it appears that he is more alive La the stigma which is sometimes 
thrown upon him by iIIoatured people, and bastards when they grow up frequently leave 
the place or even enlist. 

Previous to the last two years, it was the custom with the magistrates to order a small 
amount of wages, e,,'en when no previous promise did exist; they ceasecl to do so, h owever, 
when they found that the law did not warran t it: at present it is required that the applicant 
for wages shall produce proof that a promise had been made to her, or that the fat her has 
at any time acknowledged the child by giving her anything 1for its support; a promise is 
genero.llyobtained at some unguarded moment, a t a time whel1 nothing is likely to be 
refused. The man is always summoned to attend on the day when the woman is to apply, 
and is permitted to bring forward what test imony he can, to d isprove her assertions , 

If th e fathe r be unable or unwilling to pay th e amount awarded, there is no way to com­
pel him bllt by issuing a warrant for di strain ing his goods, and if he has none, the matter 
goes no further. If the mother rears the child for ~i x mon ths, or longer, under a. pl'Omise 
of ,<;0 much per quarter, she procures a. summons for the amou nt, and the mall, if he be 
abl e to pny it, does so at once; as he cannot be punished for disobeying t he order, there is 
no inducement to hiUl to marry the a irl . Molony observed, that the men hardly even deny 
their child ren, however unwilling ti ey may be to co utribute to their su pport. T he appli­
cation for wages is neve r in the fi rst instance made to the churchwarden, as the parisll is 
? ot interested .. b,u~ always to t~e petty sessions d irectly. Molony stated, that he knew 
lnst~nces of mdmduals absconding before the warrant consequen t on their refusal to pay 
was Issued. 

' Vhen wa~es are not granted. in general women who have had only one b!lstard are 
obsen'ed tn be very cautious in their behaviour fo r somi! time at least, in the hopes of O'ettnO' 
married to the men who seduced th em. ~ , "', 

A woman who can bring herself to destroy her child must be dead to all the feeli uO's of 
nature j and 1\'1r. Coffey saId he feared that the example .,.iven by the case of presumed in­
f~nticide, mentioned above, wa,s not with?ut its bad e{fe~ts . T he woman suspected had a. 
Sls,ter wllo was obse rved ~o be III the famIly way j a week after the discovery of the dead 
chtld, groans were heard In the house of the tll'O sisters as of a woman in labour, and ill 
a few days the size of the sister wns remarked to have d iminished but no infant was 
forthcClming. ' 

P ersons who attended the Examination. 

MI'. ABRAHAM A nELL, offi cer of health.-Mr. l'.hcn .... :u JOSEPH BAnn.y.-Rev. CIURLES H. L ESLIE, 

reetor,_Mr. GEORGE LO"TE, overseer of the parish; appointed by tIle offi cers of health. 

IT is impossible to tell the 
of basta rds being destroyed. 
petty sessions 

number of bastards in the parish; there are no cases known 
It is not usual for women with bastards to apply for wages at 


