THE “SAN FRANCISCO.”

RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commaons,
dated 30 April 1887 ;—for,

COPIES “ of the REPoRT upon the INQUIRY recently held by order of the
Board of Trade in the Case of the WrEck of the San Fraxcisco’ in
Clonakilty Bay, County Cork, in January last :”

“ And, of the MiNuTEs of Evipexce taken at the Inquiry.”

Board of Trade, Whitehall .
17 June1867. T. H. FARRER.

(M. 3424.—April 23.)

REPORT of Captain H. D. Grant, r.N., and Mr. Hug#es, to the Board of Trade,
on Inquiry into the WRECK of the “ Sax Fraxcisco,” together with MINUTES
of EvipENCE taken at that Inquiry.

Sir, London, 23 April 1867.

Ox the completion of our report on the inquiry into the plunder of property
at the wreck of the “ Elizabeth Buckham,” on the coast of Cheshire, we pro-
ceeded to Ireland without delay, agreeably with your instructions, in order to
inquire into the wreck of the * San Francisco,” in Clonakilty Bay, county Cork,
in the month of January last.

On our arrival at Clonakilty, we forthwith made arrangements for holding
an open court of inquiry at the Court-house of that town, and communicated
with the magistrates, especially with Mr. Beamish, on whose property the
vessel came ashore, the coast guard, and the constabulary, in order that those
who were present at the wreck, and were acquainted with the circumstances,
might be in attendance, and give evidence.

We learn from an official copy (annexed) of the Content of the vessel, which
has subsequently been furnished tv us by the collector of Customs at Swansea,
that she was known by the name of the *San Francisco,” but that she was
registered at Gibraltar as the ¢ faint Francis,” of 108 tons, official number
41,497, Guiseppe Garibaldi, master, with a crew of 11 hands, a cargo of 166
tons of steam coals; and that she sailed from Swansea for Gibraltar on the
21st of November last.

The master and the whole of the crew were foreigners, and they left Ireland
immediately after the disposal of the wreck and cargo; we have, therefore, no
information of the voyage after the vessel left Swansea, nor have we been enabled
to ascertain whether any disaster occurred between the 21st of November, the
date of her sailing (excepting that she was leaky), and the 7th of January, when
she was run ashore at Muckross, in Clonakilty Bay, for the purpose of stopping
the leak.

It may be here observed, that the vessel was very old (App. p. 14), and that
she was fastened and sheathed with yellow metal, which, throughout the evi-
dence, is called * copper.” N

On the afterneon of the 7th January she was standing into the Bay under
canvas, and she struck on the rocks, then submerged, and afterwards went
over them about high water, on to the strand, which it was the captain’s original

intention of taking ; and there appears to be little doubt that had the weather
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continued moderate, he would have succeeded in stopping the leak, and pro-
ceeding on the voyage.

The intelligence rapidly spread abroad that there was a ship ashore ; and in a
very short time a crowd of people had assembled for the purpose of plunder.

The coast guard were on the spot when the vessel ran ashore (App. p- 26), and
some of the county constabulary soon followed (App. p. 17) ; there was therefore
no lack of diligence on their part on this occasion. And it is due to Sub-
constable Shields to state that he volunteered to man the boat for landing the
crew, and that in so doing he lost his uniform, when no one else would venture
with Mr. Gallway in his gallant conduct on that’occasion.

The subsequent proceedings in regard to this vessel form the subject of this
inquiry, and 1t may be convenient io classify them as follows:—

I. The Receiver of Wreck, the Coast Guard, and the Constabulary.

[1. The Proceedings of Mr. Beamish, and the Persons whom he
appointed Salvors,

I1I. The Plunder.
1V. The disposal of the Property.
V. Conclusion.

I. The Receiver of Wreck, the Coast Guard, and the Constabulary.

The Collector of Her Majesty’s Customs at Cork is the Receiver of Wreck,
and he has a deputy at Kinsale, who exercises the functions of the Receiver
for the district in whick Clonakilty is comprised. From the Deputy Receiver,
Mr. Quill, we learned that, although he was apprised of the wreck, and was
requested by the officer of the coast guard to go up, he declined to do so,
excusing himself on the plea of bad roads, and inclement weather (App. p. 12).
Mr. Quill made no effort to see the master, or to take his deposition, as re-
quired by the 448th section of the Merchant Shipping Act, and paragraph 39 of
his instructions. In fact, in this instance the functions of the Receiver appear
to have been ignored until the question arose of a claim for services rendered,
when a deposit of 20/. was made with Mr. Quill, and returned to the parties
upon a settlement of the claim without his interposition (App. p. 12).

'The coast guard were, in the absence of Lieutenant Synge, the chief officer,
from sickness, under the command of the chief boatman in charge, Mr. Bridle.
They were protecting the property from the hour of the vessel coming on shore
to the final sale of the wreck ; but when we refer to the evidence of Sub-
constable Shields (App. pp- 18, 19), and find that he saw the property unpro-
tected by them when numbers of people were there for the purpose of plunder,
it is our opinion that it would have been more satisfactory if an officer of
greater energy than Mr. Bridle had been in charge to control and direct the
men ; and especially so on the occasion of the stone-throwing on Thursday
night, when the coast guard fired several rounds of ball cartridge on the people,
an act which we consider to be of a very serious character that should never
have been resorted to, excepting when the danger to life was imminent. It is
fortunate that no one was hurt on either side. There was no evidence of imme-
diate danger to the coast guard, therefore the firing was, in our opinion, quite
unjustifiable (App. pp. 14, 15, 25, 27, and 29).

With reference to the absence of the inspecting commander from this wreck,
where his presence would have been of so much value, we learn that at the
time, in consequence of the disturbed state of the country, he was instructed to
be constantly at Kinsale, and ready for any emergency when his services would
be required. . :

The constabulary, on this occasion, were early in attendance, and in sufficient
force to assist the coast guard on Monday, and until the afternoon of Tuesday,
in maintaining order. We are of opinion that, in directing the withdrawal of
the police, Mr, Beamish acted injudiciously. It was solely through their in-
strumentality that several persons were convicted of stealing the property ; and
although there was a diversity of opinion expressed as to the time when the
plunder of the sheathing was effected, we believe that there would have been
less if the services of the constabulary had been continued.

We shall merely refer to Mr. Thomas Beamish’s disparaging testimony (App.

P. 29),
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p. 29), for the purpose of expressing our confident opinion that the charge he
has made cannot be substantiated.

There may be a difference of opinion whether civilians or the coast guard and
police are the best guardians of wrecked property, but we are inclined to belieye
that disciplined wmen, properly armed, are better prepared to resist a mob of
wreckers than civilians.

II. The Proceedings of Mr. Beamish, and the Persons whom he
appointed Salvors.

Captain Garibaldi landed, as before stated, on Monday evening, the 7th Jan-
uary, and he soon afterwards was in communication with Mr. Beamish, of
Muckross, a magistrate of the county of Cork, who, as he states (App. p. 31),
by the captain’s consent, appointed his four sons, his father-in law, and Mr.
Gallway, salvors.

With reference to this appointment of salvors by Mr. Beamish, we have to
observe that the captain was then in possession, and that there was no salvage
duty to be undertaken. A salvor is a person by whose assistance a ship or her
cargo is saved from damage or loss; and we have Mr. Gallway's testimony that
up to the following day at noon Captain Garibaldi refused to delegate his autho-
rity to anyone (App. p. 24). Moreover, we have had no evidence that Mr.
Beamish went personally to the vessel on Monday to give directions, and take
command as a magistrate in the absence of the Receiver, under the 441st and
445th sections of the Act. We therefore consider that the appointment of
salvors by him on that day was invalid and improper. We have here to observe
that Mr. Gallway declined to act as salvor unless he had charge from the cap-
tain himself (App. p.24); and that later in the evening the coast guard and
constabulary went ““and cleared the vessel of the persons on board.” Mr.
Beamish informed us that his father-in-law, a very old man (one of the salvors
whom he appointed), was forcibly removed from the vessel (App. pp. 26, 36) by
the police, who, according to the evidence of Mr. Clements, the head constable,
were thanked by Captain Garibaldi on the following day for protecting the
property (App. p- 16).

On the afternoon of Tuesday, at Mr. Beamish's solicitation, Captain Garibaldi
signed a document which entirely transferred his control over the wreck and
cargo to Mr. Beamish, and from that time until he was superseded by the
Messrs. Cummins, of Queenstown, he had legal authority to take charge and
give directions as he might think proper (App. pp. 21, 23, 25, and 31).

His first act after receiving this authority was to discharge the police. From
his account, there was nothing to protect (App. pp. 23, 32); but we have the
evidence of the coast guard and police (App. pp. 15, 16, 20, 25, 26, 28); of Mr.
Colman and Mr. Gallway (App. pp. 21, 24), that there was a crowd of people
there at the time the police retired, with an evident indication of lawlessness
and plunder ; and we consider that it was injudicious to remove them.

We are the more confirmed in that opinion when we find that the persons
appointed by Mr. Beamish, rendered no assistance whatever in guarding the
property (App. pp. 25, 27, 29, 34), and we can arrive at but one conclusion
with reference to this proceeding on the part of Mr. Beamish, that he was
superseding an efficient, trustworthy, and most active body of men, who were
of essential service, for persons who, from their habits and position, were unfit
for the work to be done.

Mr. Beamish expressed himself in very animated langnage (App. p. 56) on
the inversion of society, by the supposition that gentlemen were expected to do
the duty of common labourers. We do not hesitate in submitting that the
gentlemen whom Mr. Beamish appointed were out of place there; and noting
his own repeated remark of the small value of the property to be guarded, to
appoint his own relatives, one of whom was far advanced in years, and there-
fore incapable of exertion, at the rate of 1/, per diem, to do what could be
much more efficiently done by policemen earning 1 s. 6 d. or 2 5. per diem was,
to say the least of the transaction, highly inconsistent.

In the statement with which Mr. Beamish favoured us on the third day of
the inquiry, he observed that it might be supposed “ that a dozen of the coast
guard and a dozen of the police were necessary for the protection of that pro-
perty " after his purchase of it; but it must be borne in mind that before his
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purchase the hull had been entirely denuded of everything. The materials,
rigging, sails and stores had been dispersed, the sheathing stripped off, and the
bolts removed ; in fact the hull was then in the condition that Mr. Beamish
endeavoured to show the vessel was in when she came ashore with all her stores
on board, “with nothing to protect.” His ¢ moral influence " may therefore,
in this instance, be said to be in abeyance (App. p. 36).

Mr. Beamish having expressed a wish that the statement made by him should
be carefully reported, we have only here to call especial attention to his obser-
vations (App. p- 35).

III. The Plunder.

No sooner had the tide receded, and the vessel was high and dry, than the
plunder of the metal sheathing commenced. There does not appear to have
been any cessation of this plunder from the moment that the vessel came on
the beach until the whole of the sheathing that could be got at was carried
away. The coast guard and the constabulary, so long as they were there, did
all they could to prevent the lawlessness that prevailed ; and we consider the
statement of Mr. Thomas Beamish in regard to the conduct of the two services
on this occasion (App. p. 29), to be undeserving of attention; on the contrary,
we find that it was through the instrumentality of the police that several offenders
were brought to justice (App. p. 19); and we also find that one of the sails was
being carried away from the forecastle on Tuesday night, when the coast guard
frustrated the robbery. The names of the offenders, who were tenants of Mr.
Beamish, were given to Mr. Henry Beamish, but no notice was taken of the
offence (App. p. 27).

We have no evidence of the plunder of any other portions of the wreck.
The rigging, sails, and small stores, appear to have been placed in security, and
to have been sold at the auction.

Our attention was directed during some considerable portion of the inquiry
to the disposal of the sheathing that was plundered, and we elicited from the
various witnesses that it was much loosened, and a large quantity was washed
away at the time, and subsequent to the vessel being on the rocks (App.
Pp- 24, 26, 28). The quantity thus lost may be estimated at one-fourth, or three
cwt. ; the quantity plundered at five ewt., and the quantity stripped off and
delivered to the final purchaser, Mr. Beamish, at five ewt. We have made
this estimate after a careful consideration of all the evidence. One of the
coast gnard (App. p. 28), estimates the quantity of sheathing of the vessel at
one ton, and the quantity plundered and washed away at 12 ewt. Mr. Hoffman,
the auctioneer, who has had considerable experience in such matters, and who
carefully looked over the wreck, gives the full sheathing at seven cwt., and the
bolts three cwt. (App. p. 44). Mr. Gallway states (App. p. 24), that the
sheathing was ‘“as thin as brown paper.” Taking the evidence as an ap-
proximation to the trath, we believe that the country people carried away, as we
have above stated, about five cwt. of the sheathing, and some of the bolts ; and,
with the exception of what was taken from them when in the act of plunder by
the police and coast guard, we are of opinion that the quantity so plundered
has never been recovered. It may appear from the tenor of the questions put
by us to the respective witnesses, and from the expressions of Mr. Beamish,
that we were under the impression that the copper which was stolen came
ultimately into his possession; we deem it right to state, that our object
was to ascertain what became of it, and in no way to imply that he re-
ceived it.

IV. The disposal of the Property.

The captain made an arrangement with Messrs. Cummins’ clerk for a sale of
the wreck and cargo on the Monday following (14th January), and on that day
a public auction took place. We have from Messrs. Hoffman (the auctioneer),
Hogan, Hughes, and Coleman, an account of what occurred. The property
was sold in lots in the usual manner, but the auctioneer describes the in-
terruptions (he calls it opposition and intimidation), on the part of Mr. Beamish,
and the consequent confusion (App. p. 44), so that the lots were not care-

fully
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fully marked. A dispute arose with Mr. Beamish as to the chains and anchors
(App. p- 44), the auctioneer believing that he sold the three lots for 18 /. 15s.,
and the price of them was reduced to 6/ 15s. Then there were several
things that could not be found, in the confusion, and the purchasers refused to
pay for them. The total proceeds of the sale, according to the auctioneer’s
account, was 1547. 9s. 6d.; but to this amount is to be added a sum of 5 7.,
being the difference between the sum of 55 /., for which the hull was knocked
down to Captain Hughes, and its subsequent purchase by Mr. Beamish for
50 [.; and 12 . on the chains and anchors, as previously stated. These two
sums make a total of 17 /,, which ought to be paid by Captain Hughes to the
credit of the ship (App. p. 44).

On applying to Mr. Hoffman, the auctioneer, and Mr. Hogan, who kept the
account of the sale, we find that no copy of the account has beer kept by either
of them, the original having been handed with the other vouchers to Captain
Garibaldi. We can only express our opinion on this very irregular mode of
proceeding ; it is usual in all such cases for copies of the vouchers and accounts
to be kept for reference.

The only other person who noted the sale of the respective lots was
Mr. Bridle, the chief boatman of the coast guard (App. p. 85). We
annex the memorandum furnished by him, which, afier correction, shows a
total of 181 /. G6s. Therefore, after adding to the sum accounted for by the
auctioneer (154 I. 9. 6d.), the sum of 17 /. due from Captain Hughes, there
appears to be a deficiency (if Mr. Bridle is correct) of 9 /. 11s. 6 d., which is
the sum due for the missing lots; in fact, there is a sum of 267 11s. 64,
which ought to have been received by the auctioneer, to the eredit of the aceount,
and which still remains unpaid. Messrs. Cummins Brothers, who were agents
for the Captain at the time of the sale, are fully cognizant of this deficiency,
but we have no knowledge of their intentions in regard to it. Had the sale of
this property been conducted in the usual and regular manner, and the lots
duly paid for, there would have been a much more favourable balance at its
close.

On the evening of the auction, Captain Hughes gave directions for the charge
of the hull, and for stripping the remainder of the sheathing which was on it,
and then in the shingles. The quantity thus obtained, with the bolts, was what
Mr. Beamish deseribes in his evidence (App. p. 35), as having been purchased
by him.

YFour days after the sale, Mr. Beamish purchased the hull by private contract
from Mr. Hoffman, who acted for Captain Hughes, the purchaser. Much has
been said during this inquiry about the loose  copper,” whether it was sold
with the hull, and whether, if any was discovered, it would go to the purchaser
of the hull. After very carefully sifiing the evidence, we caunot find that any
such “copper” came to the purchaser, excepting a quantity (about 1 cwt.)
which was seen by Mr. Hogan on the day of the sale in Donovan’s house (App.
p. 45). This small quantity was missed by every one else; no one seems to
have thought of this loft over the room where the other articles were stored ;
and although Mr. Hogan states that it was sold with the hull, it does not
appear to have been accounted for. We have previously referred to this matter
in page 4 of this report.

In the absence of the vouchers showing the particulars of the disbursements,
we are unable to direct our attention to them, but on referring to the account
current, a copy of which we annex, it will be perceived that, considering the
small value of the property, the charges are considerable. It is true that
Clonakilty is a long way from Quenstown, and, as Mr. Walter Commins justly
remarked, people could not be expected to travel thither for nothing (App.
p. 45). We may instance the demand of Mr. Colman of 361 9s. 7d., which
included the expenses incurred by him on behalf of the purchaser of the hull,
and which was reduced to 6. 17s.

Had it not been for the liberality of Messrs. Cummins, assisted by others,
Captain Garibaldi, after the disposal of his vessel and her cargo, would have
been penniless in a strange land, and without the means of departing to his
own country.

203. A3
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V. Conclusion.

In view of what has transpired with regard to the coast guard claim, we
would suggest whether it would not be advisable to adopt a fixed scale of
remuneration similar to that now in existence for the Irish constabulary, on
occasion of attendance at wrecks; and in the case of foreign vessels, where the
masters do not understand Government officials being paid for what they look
on as a part of their duty, it may be worthy of consideration whether the
Government should not defray the charge. Where a claim is made we think
it should be adhered to. The coast guard claim is still in abeyance, though
the sum of 6/ is retained by Messrs. Cummins for its payment; and the con-
stabulary accepted a sum of 57 in lieu of 91 3s. claimed by them according
to the established scale.

We have, &e.

(signed) Henry. D. Grant, Captain r.N.
J. Hughes.
The Secretary, Board of Trade.

APPENDIX.

St. Francis—Official No. 41,497.

Port of Swansea.

Tonnage and " Number
Ship’s Nome and | Number of Guns, If .Brms!}, Port of | Number Nume of
Destination, Registry if Foreign, | _ of or Passengers
Tons. | Guns. the Country. Crew. Muster. |, Troops.
San Franeisco:
Gibraltar - - 108 - Gibraltar - - 11 G. Garibaldi -

British Goods and Foreign
Goods free of Duty, and Foreign
Goods not for Drawback.

Number of Documents—Cargo. | Number of Documents—Stores,

Bills, bonded goods.

Bills, drawback goods (Excise),
Pricking notes for the above.
Bills, drawback goods (Customs),
Pricking notes for ditto.
Certificates annexed to victual-

Red bills, bonded goods,

Red bills, drawback goods (Ex-
cise).

Pricking notes for the above.

Red bills, drawback goods (Cus-

toms),

One hundred and sixty-six
tons steam coal

ling bill. Pricking notes for ditto,
Bills for free goods. Bond notes. R. D, Price,
Authorities. Skipper.
Clerk. Clerk,
Broker, Marteo & Penco.
Cleared, Swansea, Examined,
Dated 27 October 1866, (signed) A. Cherry, Searcher.

T do declare, that the above Content is a true account of all goods shipped or intended to be shipped
on board the above-named ship, and correct in all other particulars, and that all the requirements of
the Act 17 & 18 Vict. cap. 104, have been duly complied with,

(signed)

Signed and declared, this 27th day of October, 1866, before me,

(signed)

G. Garibaldi, Master.

Thos Ferris, Collector.
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[Stamp, 6 d.]

I BEREBRY authorise and empower Henry B. Beamish, Esq., of Muckross, in the
County of Cork, to take charge of my vessel, the ““ San Franeisco,” and her cargo, laden
with coals of Swansea, and bound to Gibraltar, now stranded and run ashore on the beach
of Muckross, his property ; and to save and preserve the cargo and materials of said
vessel, and deposit the same in a safe place, and to employ labourers, and such persons as
may be necessary for that purpose, and to pay the men employed reasonable hire for their
services, and to compound and settle all salvage claims to the extent of one-fourth of the
value of the vessel and her cargo, first deducting 5 L. per cent., agent’s fees.

(signed) Guiseppe Garibaldi,

Dated this 8th day of January 1867. :

Present,
(signed)  John S. Forster.

Dirk Cove Coast Guard Station,
28 January 1867.
No salvage claim, but remuneration granted by the agents at the time of sale, for
services rendered by the crews of Dunny Cove and Dirk Cove Stations, from the 7th to
14th of January 1867, at the wreck of the brig © San Francisco,” at Duneen Point, near

Muckross.

£ 8 4
28 Journeys of 14 miles, at 3d. permile - - - - | 418 -
34 Men, entire days and nights, at 4s. per day and night -| 616 -
Horse hire for officer, on nightof the7th - - - -| - § -

Torarn - - - £ |1119 -

signed)  James Bridle,

R. J. Quill, Esq., Collector, &c. &c. Chief Boatman in charge, Dirk Cove.
Iinsale.

Gentlemen, Customs, Kinsale, 30 January 1867.

ANNEXED is the account of expenses iz re * San Francisco.”
Yours, &c.
(signed R. J. Quill,
Messrs. Cummins & Brothers, Deputy Receiver of Wreck.
Queenstown.
Sir, Coast Guard, Kinsale, 28 February 1867.

Messrs. Cumming & Brothers, Ship Agents of Queenstown, having, on behalf of the
captain and owners of the ship  San Francisco,” declined to pay the coast guard claim’of
11Z 18s. 6 d. for guarding and protecting, on the ground that such wholesale robberies
had heen committed on the wreck that there was not sufficient proceeds, I am directed
by the Comptroller General, before taking other steps, to apply to you, as the magistrate
on the spot, the principal salvor, and the gentleman who was witness to the agreement of
the agent of Messrs. Cummins to pay the amount claimed, to know if you will pay the
sum in question, or whether you consider yourself bound to enforce payment thereof of
the agents or owners.

I have, &ec.
) (signed) Charles Gray Jones,
— Beamish, Esq., 5.P., Clonakilty. TInspecting Commissioner.

SarLe of Wreck and Cargo of * San Francisco.”

£ B £ s d £ s d £ s d £ & 4 £ s d
110 - B = - F 8 w B - e T
1 6 - 1 - - w il - -12 6 -15 - 1 8 -
2 - - 1A - -8 - - 6 - -9 - il =
- 14 - 110 - - 8 = 110 - -17 = - 7 6
-12 - -17 - 52 10 - 112 - 210 - -15 -
3 5 - - 38 - 65 - - - 2 - 1 72 - 216 -
1 3 - - 8 - 210 = 3 § - 110 =~
1 6 - - 16 - 18 15 - 1 6 - 1 == 181 6 =
11 - - 1 = 2 3 - ~-15 - - 38 6
I 3, = -19 - = § - -13 - -18 -

James Bridle, Chief Boatman in charge, Dirk Cove.
205. Ag
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(The Original, with the Vouchers, handed to Captain Garibaldi.)

Brig ¢ San Francisco,” Captain Garibaldi.

To N. & J. Cummins & Brothers, Queenstown.

Dr.
£ s d.
January 1867 - | To paid Surveyor's fees - - - - - - - 6 6 -
,»  Deumish’s account - - —~ —~ - - = 37 8§ —
5 Coleman’s account, 361. 9s. 7c. (unsettled demend; 617 -
since settled for 6/, 17 s.)
»  Doat’s erew, running out lines (demand, 20 L., ecompro- 7 = =
mised for 7 L.).
»  Coast guard, four men, six days, at 5s. per diem (still 6 - -
unsettled ; proposed settlement).
»  Police (demand, 01. 3., settled for 51.) - - % § = =
»w  Clerk, travelling expenses - - - L A 3 - -
»  Interpreter, travelling expenses, per bill - - - 316 10
5  Clerks, time and attendance at sale, &e. - - - 6 - -
w Interpreter, time and attendance ut sale, &e. - - 5 -~ =
»  Storage of cargo - - a 4 = - “ 3 = «
»  Bennett, notary - - - - i = = 816 4
»  Crew assisting to save cargo - - - - - 1115 =
sy Captuin's hotel bill - - - - - - - 5 5 5
»  Board and lodging of erew, eight for 15 days, at 2. 12 - -
per diem.
5  Sundry expenses to Cork, re protest, &ec. - - 9 - T
*130 65 7
Agency Commission - - - - G 10 3
136 15 10
Balance over - - - - - ~ ¥ =
Toran - - - £ 136 19 10

% Should be 1804 4s. 7d.; error in addition, 1 s.

Ch.
£. & &
January 1867 - | By Proceeds of ship and materials - - - - - 101 19 6
Ditto - cargo - - 5 = a s % i 52 10 -
. _ 154 9 6
Less Auctioneer's deduactions, per account - - - - 17 9 8
Torar - - - £, 136 19 10

fo dichiao di avere esaminato il veynento conto e trovai tutto in perfetta regola e ricevo quattro
sceilini per saldo.

(signed)  G. Garibaldi.
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Court House, Clonakilty, 4th April 1867.

COURT of INQUIRY relative to the WrECK of the “ SAN Fraxcisco,” at Muckross,
in Clonakilty Bay, in the Month of January last; conducted by Captain H. D. Graant,
R.N., and John Hughes, Esq., Inspectors, appointed by the Board of Trade, under the
14th Section of * The Merchant Shipping Act, 1854.”

Mr. Hughes said,—I have to acquaint you that the Board of Trade have, in consequence
of circumstances of an unusual character, directed inquiries to be made with reference to
the wreck of a vessel called the * San Francisco,” at Muckross, in Clonakilty Bay, in the
month of January last. In consequence of the large number of ocenrrences of this descrip-
tion which have taken place within the last year or two, it is probable that the Government
may ere long adopt very stringent measures relative to the protection of wrecked pro-
perty, and the Board of Trade have thought fit to institute inquiries in reference to the
arrangement for protecting the property when this ship was wrecked. She was manned
by foreigners; came on shore in this bay, and became a total wreek. The property was at
first in charge of the coast guard and constabulary, but some circumstances occurred
which altered the condition of the case, and considerable plunder took place; and it is
frincipally in consequence of that plunder that this inquiry is directed to be instituted.

shall now explain the authority under which we act.

Mr. Hughes then read over the sections of the Act, under which the inspectors
were appointed by the Board of Trade, with power to hold an inquiry, and summon
any witnesses they might desire to call before them, and to examine such witnesses
upon oath.

It is almost unnecessary to say, that we shall proceed with this inquiry, without pre-
judice to any one, and with a simple desire to elicit the true circumstances of the
case.

Mr. RicEARD QUILL, sworn; Examined by Mr. Hughes.

I am the Deputy Receiver of Wreck, and Principal Officer of the Customs at Kinsale.
I have held that office since 1860. I communicate with the Board of Trade, throngh the
Collector at Cork. The whole of Clonakilty Bay is in my district, including the position
in which the “ San Francisco” was wrecked. I heard of the wreck the day after it
occurred. I heard of it through a letter from the officer of the coast guard. I have not
got that letter with me. It merely mentioned that the wreck had occurred, and requested
me to go up. I had two letters from the coast guard. In reply I told him that I could
not go. I gave no particular reason, merely said that I could not leave home, and could
not attend. I do sometimes go over in cases of wreck, but on this occasion the weather
was very severe, and the roads almost impassable. It was in consequence of the state of
the weather that I did not go. I did not give him any instructions to act in my behalf.
I have not received any special instructions from the Principal Receiver of Wreck at
Cork, with reference to the mode in which my duties are to be performed. There was no
deposition taken in this case. I did not report the case to the Board of Trade. I do not
communicate direct with the Board of Trade, but through the Receiver at Cork.
Personally, I was not present, and saw nothing of the wreck. The distance from Kinsale
to the wreck is about 25 or 30 miles. I never saw the captain or any of the crew. I have
no knowledge of what the cargo consisted, excepting from hearsay. Mz, Synge wrote to
me to say that 20 7. was lodged in his hands to cover a claim made for saving the lives of
the boat’s crew. That was deposited by the auctioneer. I wrote him to get that sum of
money for me to cover the claim; merely to send the money to me. [ retained the
money till I received a letter from the agent in Queenstown, saying that the parties had
been paid. I then returned the money back again to the agents. The letter was to the
effect that they authorised somebody to pay 117 16s, to the coast guard.
Is that the document (kanding a paper to the Witness) ?—Y es, that is the paper. There
was no sum paid, they refused to pay it. No claim was put in by me. If Mr. Synge had
ut in a claim, I should have kept the 20 Z; there was no proper claim upon the printed
orm.

]%y Captain G’mm‘.‘l[ Are you not in the habit of taking depositions in cases of wreck ?
—Yes; in this case, 1 got no instructions to act; I generally apply to the Receiver whe-
ther I should proceed or not. I have a special warrant from the Board of Trade as

Deputy Receiver. I believe that warrant gives me full powers to act as Receiver. . '
[his being so, why did you not attend to that most essential part of your duty, the
taking the deposition of the captain of the vessel 7—I cannot proceed without the sanction
of the Receiver. T always apply to him, though there is nothing in my instructions to
that effect. Mr. Gallway wrote me a letter ; he said he had no printed form, but put in a
claim
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claim verbally, through his letter, for this 20, for saving the lives of the men: on re-
ceiving that letter, I wrote to M. Synge to demand the sum of 20/ towards tha’.t claim,
That 20 /. was not in respect of any claim by the coast guard; it was for Mr. Gallway’s
claim.

T understand you, if the claim had been made by Mr. Synge, you would have retained
that 20 L ™—I would.

It left the impression on our minds that you claimed the 2017 for the coast guard #—
It was for a boat’s crew, for Mr. Gallway’s claim. That claim was compromised for 7 Z
It was for saving the lives of the crew, and guiding the vessel.

By Mr. Hughes.] When was the last deposition taken by you *—Some day lately.

By Captain Grant.] There was a vessel called the  Assaye ” wrecked, about two years
ago, was there not ?—I think that was on the Skibbereen side.

By Mr. Hughes.{% I have no knowledge of the flag of this vessel, or to the country to
which she belonged.

Captain JoNEs, examined by Mr. Hughes.

I ax inspecting commander of the coast guard; I remember the wreck of the © San
Francisco.” As far as I recollect, she came on shore about four o’clock in the afternoon
of the 7th of January. The officers under me have written orders, whenever a wreck
occurs, to hire horses or cars and to send intelligence to me at once. This was done in
this case; the intelligence reached me shortly after daylight on the following morning.
The information was to the effect that the ship was well on the beach; that the crew were
on shore ; and that my presence was not required. In course of the next two or three
days I received a small note from Lieutenant Synge, who was then sick in bed; but who
appears to have received reports from Mr. Bridﬁa, the chief boatman in charge, to the
effect that the wreck was going on well, that there was nothing wrong. I was not aware that
there was anything going wrong until I was informed by Lieutenant Synge that the
claim for payment of the coast gnard had not been paid, and that Messrs, Cummins’ brokers
had not forwarded to him the money from Queenstown. I then proceeded to the spot,
and called on some of the coast guard to give me their statements as to what had taken
place. It appeared to me that things had heen mismanaged, and that an inquiry was
necessary. 1 made a report of the circumstances to the Controller General of the coast
guard. There has been a variety of correspondence between myself and the Controller
General, and between myself and Messrs. Cummins on the subject. With reference to
the transactions on the beach, Mr. Synge will be better able to acquaint you than myselt
I could only repeat what he has told me; I came down to the spot about 10 days after
the wreck, and held an inquiry on the lst of February. The sgip was under English
colours, with a foreign erew; 1 did not see the captain or any of the crew.

By Captain Grant.] Did you report the tonnage of the vessel?—It appeared in the
Wreck Report, W.R. 1. I think it was about 500 or 600 tons; it might be a little
less. -

By My. Hughes.] On this occasion I wrote to the Deputy Receiver as soon as I found
out how matters stood. I was aware that he knew that the wreck was on shore. He
wrote to me, and informed me that he was not going to the wreck. Afterwards, when
there was a question about the money not being paid; I was in constant communication
with him. I reside at Kinsale. With reference to the duties of the Deputy Receiver,
until it became a question of mon-payment of expenses or salvage, I am not aware that
there was any communication between him and the people in charge. I think it would
be convenient that the Receiver of Wreck should attend in cases of this kind. I think
that very often the coast guard, from various circumstances, are not able to form a judg-
ment in such cases, and there should be persons who are able to give an opinion on the
spot. I have no doubt Mr. Quill would have heen able to give advice, and to render
assistance, had he been there. Lieutenant Synge was still on the sick list, and therefore,
as far as the duties of the coast guard are concerned, he had nothing to do with it; but
Mz. Bridle, the chief boatman in charge, not being an officer, and their being nobody else
to apply to for advice, he appears to have gone to Lieutenant Synge and to have been

vided by his advice. Mr. Synge has been at Donnycove, 11 or 12 years. The chief

oatman has been at the station longer than that; 1 do not consider Mr. Bridle an ener-
getic officer at all, and I have previously informed the Controller General to that effect; I
do not think there was anything lost throngh the negligence of any person in connection with
the coast guard; I think that the coast guard were wholly incapable of contending against
the numbers of people that were there, and that Mr. Bridle was perfectly aware that they
were incapable of doing so, and that still he allowed this state of things to continue, he
stating that the principal salvor, Mr. Beamish, had said that they were sufficient, he con-
sidered that the blame was taken off his shoulders. The coast guard station is about four
miles from the wreek, it would take an hour to reach the wreck from the station. When
the wreck took place there were only four men there to protect the property. They were
armed with pistols. The captain retained command of the vessel for 24 hours after she
came on shore, he having informed the chief boatman that he intended to retain that com-
mand. The chief boatman’s statement is that at the end of 24 hours he was informed
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that Mr. Beamish had been appointed principal salvor by the captain, and that up to that
time the constabulary were engaged in protecting the wreck. At the end of the 24 hours
Mr. Beamish read a paper to him to the effect that he was appointed principal salvor. On
that, Mr, Beamish dismissed all the constabulary in charge, stating that their services
were not required. Mr. Bridle states that when he was told that, he represented that the
coast guard were not sufficient to protect the wreck. Mr. Beamish said that was his business,
that he was the magistrate on the spot ; that he was in charge of the wreck, and had been
appointed salvor, and if they were not sufficient, he would appoint other persons who

would assist the coast guard,

By Captain Grant.] In the 24 hours before this alteration took place, when the captain
had charge of his ship, the coast guard were watching the ship, together with the con-

stabulary.
JouN WARREN, sworn; Examined by Captain Grant.

I aar a commissioned boatman ; I was present at the wreck of the © San Francisco,” in
January last; it occurred on the 7th of January, between three and four o’clock; we got
to the wreck about one o’clock on the day following. T cannot say how many of the const
guard were there when I arrived; several were there. I remained on duaty for 24 hours
from that time ; whilst I was on duty I saw no plundering going on; the chief part of
the copper was stripped off the bottom before I arrived there ; I could not say how much
copper }md been stripped off. The masts did not go by the board ; the top-gallant yards
and everything were all left; they were never broken up during the whole time we left
her there. All the spars, and sails, and ropes were landed; I am not aware that any
portion of it was stolen ; it was put into a house on the top of the cliff. T did not see any
small stores belonging to the ship; I saw amongst other stores a carpenter’s tool chest ;
that was put into the house along with the rest of the wreck. The sea was breaking over:
the vessel at high water ; at high water you could not get on board of her at ali; at half
tide you could get on board and strip her. On the 8th T was assaulted with a shower of
stones from off the cliff; I could not tell the cause of that; the people were on the cliff,
and in portions of the cliff; T fired upon them with ball cartridge ; I do not know whether
I hit anyone; it was in the night. There were four of the coast gnard altogether ; none
of the police were there then; there were no civilians on guard; we four were the sole

rotectors of the property. This shower of stones continued for about a quarter of an

our or 20 minutes ; I do not know what caunsed them to desist, unless it was the firing ;
none of us left in consequence of the stones being thrown ; we came on the cliff occa-
sionally, to see that the mob were all cleared away ; I did not think it was necessary to take
any steps to get reinforcement; for the remainder of the night it was quiet. The follow-
ing morning (the 9th) they commenced collecting again, some on the cliff, some on the
beach ; those who were on the beach tried to take the copper from, the ship, and we stopped
them; we did not arrest anyone.

By My, Hughes.] Mr. Beamish had charge of the vessel; the captain gave the ship up
to him. T never saw Mr. Beamish from the time that the wreck took place until the time
of the anction; I was there on the day of the auction. The copper had been taken off
the ship by force, and not by the rocks; my reason for saying so 1s this, it was taken off
the starboard side, and the ship was laying off from the shore; and therefore it could not
have been taken off by the rocks; it was torn off all along the waist, from the fore to the
main chains; she wasa brig; I am told there was over 500 tons of coal on board of
her.

Mz, Beamish stated that there was nothing near so much ; only about 160 tons.

The Witness.] This copper was taken off the same night the ship came on shore; I do
not know how she took the ground ; her seams had very much opened ; when I went

there the coal was in the ship; I went on board ; I went into the cabin; I did not see
any cases of brandy, or rum, or anything of the kind. It was all a complete wreck.

By Captain Grant.] I heard the captain say that he had thrown overboard a quantity
of coal; that was before he came on shore. -

By Mz, Hugfzes.l He said that the ship was leaking through stress of weather; she
appeared to me to be a very old ship ; her stern post was quite rotten.

By Captain Grant.] As far as I could understand,.the captain ran the vessel on shore
in order to save the crew; they were all saved. T received no orders to desist from using
my fire-arms ; no one spoke to me abont it.

By Mr. Hughes (to Mr. Quill).] There is a notice to be given by the salvors to the
Receiver to detain the property until their claims are satisﬁeg ?—TI had no demand of that

kind made to me.

Mr. Quill said, in answer to Captain Jones, that Form W. R. 18, was sent to him
from Lieutenant Synge, which he forwarded to the Board of Trade.

Captain Jones stated that he had received a similar form, which he forwarded to the'
Controller Greneral. .

‘Mr. Hughes (to Mr. Quill).] The form of claim for travelling charges was made use of:
by the coast guard P—Yes, it was, o
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JorN E. WARREN, sworn; Examined by M. Hughes.

I am a boatman ; T have been at Ring going on to 3} years, If a wreck takes place on
the other side of Clonakilty Bay, I generalfv go over to assist. Muckross is within m
guard; I recollect the wreck of this vessel: I got there the day after she was wrecked,
24 hours after ; there were 200 or 300 people on the ghore when 1 arrived there ; T saw them
attempt to plunder, and they were stopped ; there was none of the stores, rigging, and so
on, of the ship, landed ; everything was in its place; I saw several attempting to get the
copper off. Besides us four there were three or four more of the coast guard; seven or
eight altogether ; there were some of the police until about three o’clock in the evening;
they were sent away ; I should say there were eight or nine policemen ; I was not there
all the time ; I was relieved occasionally. I did notsee the police ordered away from the
wreck; I know they were withdrawn; they went away the day that I came there, the
very same day. I went away on the 9th; I do not know how it was they went away,
and did not know why ; that had nothing to do with me.

By Mvr. Beamish (through the Court).] Do you know whether the police had any pro-
perty there to protect >—I do not know; Ihad no interference with them,

By Mr. Hughes.] When the police went away there wasa crowd of people there; I
should think about 400 or 500 people. The spars and rigging were not taken on shore.
I saw the people attempting to take copper away ; the copper that was taken off was on
the starboard side, most of it; I have no idea what quantity was taken away. I went
there again on the 10th, and remained there 24 hours. The auction took place on the
following Monday, the 13th.

By Mr. Beamish.] What property were the police gmtecting ?—They were protecting
all that was in the ship; they were doing the same duty that we were doing. I do not
know of any plunder subsequently,

By Captain Grant.] We considered that we had property to protect. There were the
spars, rigging, sails, and copper on the ship. We had a guard over the house that the stores
were taken to. There was no attack made upon that house that T know of. Dooley was
one of the men on guard there. We were assaulted with stones on the 8th; we fived our
pistols. I believe the people wanted to drive us away from the wreck, so that they might
get a chance of plundering. There was property there at the time. It was on the 9th,

.about 11 o’clock, that the vessel was commenced stripping. We remained on guard about an
hour after they commenced stripping the vessel. There were no policemen there on the 9th.
There were no police there when we were pelted with stones, only four of the coast guard.
There were no other persons guarding the property at that time excepting two of Mr.
Beamish’s sons, who were in the house on the cliff, but they did not lend us any assistance.
They were supposed to be assisting in guarding the property. Iunderstood that they
were actually protecting the property at that time. They came down to the beach after
we fired, the stones had ceased then. They asked us why we had fired, and they advised
us to retire from the beach. That was on account of the stone throwing; they did not
think it safe for us to remain. They did not offer to get further assistance in protecting
the property. None of the crew of the vessel were there at that time; it was about mid-
night. We were the sole protectors of the property. We did not leave the beach
then, because there would have been no one to protect the property. Mr. Beamish’s sons
did not say anything as to our getting additional aid. ‘We pointed out to them that
if we left the beach the property would be unguarded. They made no reply; but we
remained on the beach. A great deal of copper was stripped off one side of the ship, from
the foremast to the mainmast, but how it had conie off I cannot say. I think some of it
might have been done by the action of the sea, when the ship went on the rocks. I went
round the ship.

Mr. Hughes read a letter signed “ Nicholas Podesta,” which had been found on
board the © San Francisco.” The letter was handed in by the head constable, Mr.
Clements. . It wasa letter of introduction of “ Captain Garibaldi ” to a firm in London,
and soliciting the assistance of the firm in obtaining freight.

AvExaNpER CLEMENTS, sworn ; Examined by Mr. Hughes.

I Ax the head constable at Clonakilty. My distriet extends to Muckross, and all over
that neighbourhood. I recollect the wreck of the  San Francisco.” It occurred on Mon-
day the 7th of January, somewhere about three o’clock in the afternoon. I think I got
the intelligence about five o’clock. As soon as I received this intelligence I commu-
nicated with a magistrate, and got what police I could spare from the fair, and sent
them to the wreck. It was fair day at Clomkiltﬂ. We had two police from the Common
Mountain, and four from Clonakilty ; six altogether. I sent the police before, and I went
there with an officer afterwards, I arrived there about 10o’clock. The ship was aground
then ; I did not see her register ; I searched, but got no other documents except the letter
that has been handed in and read. Iwenton %oard; the captain was not there then;
I thlénk he was at Mr. Beamish’s house. I saw him the next day. The captain kn::w
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that the police were assisting to protect the property, Te said he was thankful for that;
and I 1ook down his name. I went on board with another policeman on purpose to see
what things might be loose about the deck. I left the other man below to prevent parties
coming to take away the copper. There was a great crowd then, Some attempted to get
on board, but I prevented them. I thought there were more on hoard than was necessary,
and I sent some of them off. I found the doors of the cabin open. I saw no spirits there
at all. T searched, but found none.

Mr. Beamish stated that there was a jar of rum on bonr:ﬂ when the vessel came in;
it was brought on shore and broken, and the spirit was spilt about the strand, so that
there was no opportunity for the people to get the drink.

The Witness.] 1 remained there till about two o’clock. I saw the coast guard there.
I saw people going about the vessel to steal the copper, and I had to remove some of them.
I think there was a small portion taken off the side next the sea. When I saw it after-
wards I thought more of it had been taken. I think it was stolen during the night. My
officers will be able to state what occurred during my absence. On the following day I
sent two men to assist the coast guard ; they came back and said that they had been dis-
missed by Mr. Beamish, and that their services were no longer required. These men were
‘Wilson, and acting constable Mara. I went to Mr. Beamish and asked him if he had
sent the police away from the wreck; he said he had ; that he had taken charge of the
wreck himself, and that the coast guard were quite capable of taking charge of the vessel,
and that he did not require the services of the police there any longer. I then asked M.
Beamish if he had any objection to my saying to the Government that he had dispensed
with the services of the police. He said, No, not the slightest; that he took all the re-
sponsibility on himself. After that we withdrew altogether; we knew nothing at all
about the wreck afterwards; we came home then, under the direction of Mr. Beamish, the
magistrate, There was plunder going on then, On the auction day Mr. Hoffman came
to me, and said that he was afraid that there might be something wrong there, and that
he required the services of the police. So I went down and examined the vessel thenj
she was completely stripped of the copper on the day of the auction. Not in the same
position that she was when we left her.

By Captain Grant.] I saw Mr. Beamish in his own honse; after leaving Mr. Beamish
we came home; the last time I saw the wreck was on Tuesday, the 8th, at about 12
o'clock ; she was in a very safe condition then ; there was not much copper stripped off
her then ; on the day of the sale she was completely stripped ; that was tlle 14th, Monday.
T did not see her between the 8th and the 14th. The copper was plundered, there is no doubt.

Sometimes the agents of the ship give orders for the copper to be stripped off the
ship for the purpose of selling ; was that copper sold at the sale 7—1It was not ; I was pre-
sent, and I saw no copper sold separately from the ship ; there was only a portion that I
brought out myself, that was taken from some people that had plundered it from the ship.
That was sold, and no other lot of copper was sold except a very small portion, perhaps
nine or ten pounds, not more. None of my men came down to the wreck between the
8th and the 14th; I am sure they did not. Mr. Hoffman called upon me for the services
of the police on the day of the auction; I was not called upon before. In consequence
of Mr. l}:{oﬂ‘man‘s request for the police, I went down with a party. On Wednesday,
when the police had left, I met some property coming in a car, which was going to M.
Beamish’s place—some ropes, some spars, and some sails; I asked where it was going,
and they said it was going to Mr. Beamish’s house.

By Captain Grant.] That was Tuesday ; there were no policemen on duty on
Wednesday.

By Mr. Hughes.] The ship came on shore on Monday, and we were removed on
Tuesday about two o’clock in the afternoon.

By Captain Gmnt.ij Have you a diary of the duties of the police ?—I have; I will

produce it. When I left her on Tuesday, her chain and anchor, and cables, and Ler sails

were on board. Some of the sails were taken down ; I think some of them were bent on

the yards, and some of them were down on the deck. The sailors were tying some of the

sﬂils up and sending them on shore; the property was passing from the ship to the
ore.

A diary containing an account of the duties of the police was handed in, and
portions relating to the wreck of the * San Francisco ” and other wrecks were read
over.

Mr. Hughes (to Mx. Beamish).] Itis quite clear from the evidence that the police were
withdrawn on Tuesday, the 8th.

Mr. Beamish.] I deny that.
Mr. Hughes.] Of course you will produce evidence to prove that.

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit



WRECK OF THE ¢ SAN FRANCISCO. =

Sub-inspector Stmpson, of the County Constabulary; Examined by Mr. Hughes.

I BELIEVE you gave certain instructions to your officers with reference to the wreck ?
—Yes; it was at night when I went down to the place, about 10 o%clock; I believe it
was on the 7th.

‘Will a reference to this book refresh your memory (Landing the diary to the Witness) 2—
Yes, it would; it was on Monday, the 7th, that the police went down, and it was on
Tuesday, the 8th, that they were withdrawn by Mr. Beamish’s orders,

Mr. Hughes (to Mr. Clements).] Did you say that you had any instructions from the
magistrate, with reference to the withdrawal of the police or any communication respect-
ing their withdrawal ?—None, excepting through Mr, Beamish; but when I mentioned
it to others, they said they were surprised to hear it,

Mr. Hu:r,'kes (to Sub-inspector Stmpson).] We should like to have your statement on
ocath.

Sub-inspector S1arpsoN sworn.

By Mr. Hughes.] The statement yon have just made with reference to the day that
the ship was wrecked is correct >—Perfectly correct; the police were withdrawn on the

following day, Tuesday, the 8th.

By Captain Grant.] Did you have any communication with your head constable as to
the withdrawal of the police —No more than when the constable told me that the police
were withdrawn, I went to Mr. Beamish’s and made myself sure that it was a fact that
they had been withdrawn, and I saw him personally in his own house, and he told me
that it was true, and that they had been withdrawn, and that he had got possession of the
vessel from the captain; that the coast guard and his own men were quite sufficient, and
that the police were not necessary; and I further asked him whether he had any objection
for me to mention the matter to the Government, and he said he had not. He said that the
value of the vessel was so small that he wished to save expense.

Who were the other men whom he considered were sufficient >—They were his own sons.

By Mr. Beamish.] Did I state to you that I thought six of the coast guard were quite
ample to protect the property that was there ?—Yes, you did.

Captain Grant (to Mr. Beamisk).] After the police were withdrawn, a large quantity
of the copper was stolen *—1I may say there was scarcely any copper at all upon the vessel
when the police were withdrawn; it will appear in evidence.

Captain Grant (to Mr, Clements).] Who is the constable who was first at the wreck ?—
Shields ; he is here.

TroMas SHIELDS, sworn; Examined by Mr. Hughes.

I A3 oneof the Constabulary of this district; I heard of this wreck on the 7th of
January, Monday. It was the fair day at Clonakilty, and I remember it partly on that
account. I went down to the wreck at about half-past three. The vessel was ashore at
that time ; the Captain was there. I could not get to the ship then without a boat. The
sails were on when she came on shore; the captain set full sail to run her aground.
‘When I got down she did not appear to be much damaged. I could not observe her sides
at that time, but at low water there seemed to be pieces of copper washed off in different
places; I remained there till T saw the sailors brought to shore. I then returned, and
went to Mr. Gallway, who seemed to be in charge of the vessel, and asked him whether
he thought the assistance of the police would be required ; and Mr. Gallway told me that
Mr. Beamish, a magistrate, was there, and therefore he would give me no instructions.

By Captain Grant.] Mr. Gallway is a gentleman who lives at the Common Mountain.

By Mr. Hughes.] Mr. Gallway was superintending the getting off of the crew. After
the crew were got off, I asked him if he thought it necessary the police should attend
there ; and he would not give me any decisive reply whether or not; but he said, *“Go to
Mr. Beamish.” After that I went to Mr. Beamish, in company with Mr. Gallway. I got
all information from the captain first, as to his name, the name of the vessel, what she was
laden with, and where she was bound to, and where she sailed from. She was the “ San
Francisco,” and was in charge of Captain Garibaldi; and was sailing for Gibraltar from
Swansea. I saw the name on the stern, it was “ San Francisco.” When I saw Mr.
Beamish, I asked him for instructions ; I eaid, * I have to make a report of this; will it
be necessary for the police to attend ?”

By Captain Grant.] He seemed to have some hesitation in giving me a decisive reply ;
and I pressed him to tell me the number that would be required, if any; afterwards, he
told me that he thought one policeman would be sufficient in company with the coast

guard.

By Mr. Hughes.] That was on Monday; I then returned to my barrack, and made =
26 5. C report
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report. 1 then went back to the wreck, taking one man with me ; and from the number
of persons there, I did not consider it safe to send the man with the report. There were
a great many persons there; they seemed to be endeavouring to plunder as much ag

possible.

By Captain Grant.] To plunder what ?—Iverything; sailor’s property, and copper,
and everything else; they were inclined to plunder.

By Mr. Beamish (through the Court).] I heard no conversation about the appointment
of salvors. The conversation between Miss Gallway and the captain was so confused,
that I could form no idea as to what was intended. It was in French, and of course I
could not understand it. I do not remember your appointing salvors. I was not present
when you appointed Mr. Gallway as one of the salvors; Iknow nothing whatever about
the appointment of salvors,

By Mr, Hughes.] 1 took another man down, and remained there until one u"clock that
night, and I was then relieved by the officer ; that was Tuesday, the 8th. I arrived there
about eight o’clock, and remained there until about half-past three, when the police were
withdrawn ; they were withdrawn by Mr. Beamish’s orders. I am quite confident that
it was the day following the wreck of the ship. I am quite positive of it; not the
slightest mistake about it.

By Captain Grant.] What was the nature of the salvage rendered in taking the men
off the ship ?—There was a boat, and Ibelieve eight men; the boat went out first, and I
believe there were six sailors including the captain taken off. The boat made two trips,
but the men that were employed to go in the boat made but one trip. In consequence of
the boat being swamped, the men that went out the first time seemed to be afraid of going
out again. When I went out the second time with Mr. Gallway, we went out in the
boat the second trip, and one of Mr. Beamish’s sons was on board the vessel. Mr.
Gallway seemed to have charge of the vessel at the time the boat went out. The crew
of the *San Francisco” went up to a small house above the cliff. At about half-past
nine or ten o’clock the following day I saw the crew coming down as if they were return-
ing from Mr. Beamish’s house ; and immediately afterwards the sailors went on board,
and commenced stripping the vessel. About half-past three o'clock I was withdrawn.
Iha.m Jillot aware of any of our men going down to the vessel between the 8th and
the 14th.

Mr. Hughes requested to know whether Mr. William Hogan of Queenstown, who had
been summoned to attend, was in Court.
The Head Constable, called Mr. Hogan in the usual manner, buthe did not answer

to his name. .
[Adjourned until the next day at 11 o’clock.

SeconD Day.

Court House, Clonakilty, 5 April 1867.

Sub-constable SHIELDS, recalled ; Examined by Captain Grant.

WE will not swear you again, but you are under the same oath as you were under
when the Court adjourned yesterday. “In your evidence you stated, that you arrived
at the wreck on Tuesday the eighth, at about eight o’clock, and remained there until
half-past three ; did you visit the wreck after that hour ” ?—I went and saw the wreck
again at about seven o'clock; no one but the coast guard were on duty at that time;
there were six coast guard there, at least they were in the house close by, the house on
the cliff. None of the coast guard were on t{e beach ; they were all six in the house;
there were some people on the beach then. I did not see Mr. Beamish’s son on duty.
I could not Sati I saw any plunder going on, hecause I was on the cliff at the time; and
having no authority to act, I did not go near the vessel, but I heard hammering at the
vessel. I may state that the owner of the house where they were stopping came in whilst
I was there, and he said, “ As high as the tide is they are still rapping at her,” meaning
the ship ; 1 understood by that, that they were taking away what they could get, that
was my impression.

By Mx. Hughes.] This was subsequent to our being ordered away by the magistrate.
I went back to the ship because a rumour seemed to get afloat that Mr. Beamish had
charge of the vessel ; and immediately at this the people seemed to come down and com-

mence plundering wholesale. They came down as soon as the rumour got afloat that
Mr.
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Mr. Beamish had charge of the vessel; therc were not less than 400 or 500 people there.
The ship’s sides were completely covered with people knocking with hatchets outside ;
I prosecuted a number of them for cam;{'ing plunder away. I saw on the 8th aman named
Goggan, with a hatchet, trying to get the copper off the vessel; all that T saw was that
he was getting it from the vessel; he was not cutting it by anyhody’s authority, be-
cause I arrested him, and brought him before Mr. Beamish; Mr, Beamish toldme to take
his name, and I did so, and summoned him ; and he was fined 5 . for attempting to plun-
der the ship.

By Captain Grant.] That would be about 10 o’clock on Tuesday the 8th, in the
morning.

By Mr. Hughes.] There were three other parties that I saw take possession of a quan-
tity of copper, I also took their names.

Would this book refresh your memory (handing a diary of the duties of the police tv
the Witness) ?—1t would.

Who else was found?—There was Dennis Sullivan, John Sullivan, and Cornelius
Connolly ; I did not take them into custody, I took their names. They were subse-
quently prosecuted for having a quanti? of copper in their possession. Dennis Sullivan
lives about two miles from the wreck, John Sullivan is a servant boy to a farmer, and
lives about a mile from the wreck, Cornelius Connolly lives in the immediate vicinity of
the wreck; I believe he is a tenant of My, Beamish’s.

My, Beamish stated that Connolly was not his tenant.

The Witness.] These were the only parties whose names I took; they were prosecuted
for having a quantity of copper in their possession. I have no account of the quantity,
but T remember what the quantity was, it was in sheets ahout 18 inches long, and there
seemed to be two of these sheets together, as if two were taken off together; there were
only these two sheets between these three parties; they seemed to be dividing them
amongst them. I found the property on the beach 30 or 40 yardsfrom the vessel. ~ These
were the only persons who were plundering at that time. There were others convicted
at another time; there was Cornelius Drscoll just before we were brought from the
ship ; I found Timothy Colman also engaged in chopping copper off the vessel. We left
at half-past three o’clock ; immediately before that I saw this person plundering, I took
the hatchet from him, and being stationed at the Common Mountain at the time, I
knew him, and I let him go because I had not time to take his name ; Ihad him summoned
afterwards and fined 5 L. at this Court-house. Daniel Donovan was convieted, Cornelius
Driscoll of Duneen, and there was also Daniel Collins of Common Mountain. Collins was
convicted for what he had been engaged in on the night of the 7th; the other men for
what they did on the &#th. Those were all the persons who were convicted for plundering
(handing the diary to Mr. Hughes).

Mr. Hughes (to Inspector Simpson).] I believe this is the official record of the Petty
Sessions in this district (pointing to the diary) ?—Yes, it is the public record.

By Captain Grant (to the Witness).] Besides the copper, I saw several pieces of rope
and canvass carried away ; I also saw a barrel rolled away, and I stopped the person and
made him give it up: I did not take his name. The coast guard were there, and two of
Mzr. Beamish’s sons, but there was no attempt made by them to stop this man. He rolled
the cask along the beach; I followed him, and brought it back ; it was an empty cask. I
did not see any rum taken out of the ship. There was no desire on the part of the coast
guard to assist me in stopping this man; my reason for saying so is this; the man had
rolled the cask 50 or 60 yards before I followed him ; and in bringing it back, two of Mr.
Beamisl’s sons were standing close by, apparently enjoying the joke of seeing me driving
him back.

By Mr. Hughes.] This person was not employed by anyone, he intended to pluader
the property ; he would have taken it away had he not been stopped by me.

CHARLES TIMMINY, sworn; Examined by Mr. Hughes.

T a1 one of the Constabulary of this district ; I was present at the wreck of the “ San
Francizco ;” it was on the 7th of January ; it was on the fair day ; I recollectit well on
that account, also, becaunse I had prosecutions. I arrived at the wreck about seven
o’clock in the evening ; it was dark then ; and I could not accurately see what her condition
was ; she wason the beach ; I could walk to her on one side, but not on the other; I could
not say exactly how many persons were there at that time, about 100 I should think.
I was relieved about one o'clock at night, and returned about eight the next morning, I
saw some persons attempting to plunder; 1 took some of them into custody; that was
about 11 o'clock in theday; I took Daniel Donovan, of Duneen; he pulled the copper
off the side of the vessel, I should say that he had about half a square foot in his posses-
sion, nothing more than that; I took him before Mr. Beamish; Mr. Beamish merely
told me to take his name and summon him. He was convicted before the magistrates,
and fined 52 That was about 11 o'clock on the morning of the 8th. I wasin com-
pany with the last witness when we saw the three parties taking away copper also, and we

265. c2 took

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit



Siv.

20 REPORT, &c. RELATIVE TO THE

took their names, and they were all convicted. It wasabout one or two o’clock when these
men were found plundering. I could not be quite sure. There were about 500 people
there ; they were very much inclined to resist us. Two policemen were there besides
myself, and one in charge of the sails. Two of the coast guard were there also ; not more
at that time. There were crowds of people assembled, and they seemed to be very
troublesome ; so I spoke to the acting constable, and told I_1im what police were t’nere', and
that they were not able to prevent the people plundering the wreck; and he said he
would send a man for more assistance; he did so, and the man was not long gone, when
through the acting constable I received Mr. Beamish’s order to withdraw.

By Captain Grant.] The name of the acting constable is Thomas Marra.

By Mr. Hughes.] After these directions from my superiors I withdrew. That was be-
tween three o’clock and half-past.

Can you, upon your oath, recollect whether it was on the Tuesday or the Wednesday
that you were ordered away P—It was on Tuesday the 8th. On my oath it was on the
Tuesday, between three and half-past.

Mr. Hughes (to Mr. Beamisk).] Would you like to ask the witness any questions
with reference to what you have stated on this matter ?

M. Beamish.] I have no questions to ask him; I have been inquiring, and have
asked a good many persons in my neighbourhood whether the police were in charge
on the Tuesday ornot; and the answer I received was that they were. I asked aman
whether there were any police on Tuesday night, and he told me that they were there
up to eight o’clock, but that they did not continue there.

Mr, Hughes.] The matter has been put in this way, because you distinctly said
yesterday that the men were not withdrawn until Wednesday.

Captain Grant (to the Witness).] There was some copper off the ship, but not much.

The people were trying to take copper off the ship when we were withdrawn. Iam

unite positive about it, because we sent off for more assistance on that account. Very
little copper had been taken off when the police were withdrawn,

MicHAEL MULLINS, sworn; Examined by Mr. Hughes.

T am an Officer of the Constabulary of this district. I recollect the wreck of this ship.
I went there on the evening of the 7th at eight o’clock. I was there as ecarly as any of

" the other officers; I was accompanied by two sub-constables and a constable. There

were some of the coast guard there before me: two, I think. I did not go on board the
ship. I saw a great many people on the beach; it was dark at the time. From the
pressure, and from the way in which they moved round the ship, I thought it was neces-
sary to move the people off the beach, and I suggested that they should be moved away,
for we could not protect it during the night if they were left crowded round the vessel.
The chief bontman also agreed with me that it was right to clear the beach. We
succeeded in partly clearing the beach. There was no copper taken off the vessel during
that time. The vessel was inclined partly to one side; her masts and sails wereup, She
was coppered half way up; she was perfect, as far asregards the copper, when I saw her;
there may have have been a little taken away by the rocks. There was no plunder on
Monday night, because the tide was up; and I had some coals taken down, and T kindled
afire just opposite the ship, and I lay down and stopped there; and there was no copper
taken; and at nine o’clock the acting constable came and relieved me. At that time I
was there, there was from 200 to 300 persons there, well inclined to plunder; I did not
see anyone taking copper off the ship. PI did not permit anyone to go round the vessel.
I was not there at the time the police were ordered away. 1 did not give evidence before
the magistrates in relation to these convictions of which I have spoken.

By Captain Grant.] The crew of the vessel were in little house on the cliffi. They
did not come down to protect the property on the night of the 7th. I did not see the
captain come down to look after 1t.

By Mr. Hughes.] They left the property entirely in charge of myself and the coast
guard.

By Captain Grant.] There were two or three of the coast guard on duty then. There
was one stone thrown at night, and that was the time I suggested clearing the beach. We
had no difficulty in clearing the beach, they moved off; we forced them off; but we did
not succeed in clearing the beach altogether, but we did in such a way as that we had
perfect command of the vessel. On the morning of the 8th I was relieved about nine
oelock. The crew had not commenced to strike the magts, they were just going out of
{;h;l%uuse they slept in at the time I was leaving; and I believe they were going on

oard,
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RrcHARD CorMAN, sworn; Examined by Mr. Highes.

You senta telegram to Messrs. Cummins, of Queenstown, on the 8th of January, here
is the telegram : “Dear Sir,—There is a vessel ashore in Duneen strand, laden with coals,
rum, and brandy; I have taken her in charge in your name, and on vour behalf, Let me
know, am I to commence to unload her, or am I to wait till you arrive, or will the bearer
of the despatch wait in Bandon until you arrive there? Make all haste, as the vessel is
expected to go to pieces in a few hours.,” Is that your telegram?—Yes. I went to the
wreck about six or seven o’clock in the evening of the 7th of J anuary. I found the vessel
had come ashore. T went and made an inquiry where the captain and crew were. One
of Mr. Beamish’s sons told me that the captain went to Greenfield, to Mr. Gallway’s. He
told me that Mr. Gallway and himself had taken the vessel in charge. I went to the
little house where the crew were stopping; they were all ashore before this. I inquired
of the coast guard standing there how many men was taking charge of the vessel; as far
as I can recollect, he told me two. The coast guard were then in charge of the ship.
The police did not arrive until some time afterwards. I inquired of him where the
captain and crew were, and he told me they were inside this little house on the eliff. I
found the captain there; I spoke to the captain then, to know where he wasbound, and to
whom did she belong. I was not able to understand the language he spoke: he spoke a
little broken Englisﬁ]. He said his name was Graribaldi; the name of ﬁis ghip the  San
Francisco,” bound to Gibraltar, from Swansea. T think one of the crew told me she had
about 180 tons on board. He told me in plain English that there were 180 tons on
board. 1 think the register would be about 130 tons. I received a reply from
Messrs. Cummins. This is the reply: “Commence discharge, and save all you can for the
benefit of whom it may concern; ask coast guard to protect, and also police, if necessary.
‘We send a person immediately. Messenger need nol wait. Telegrapﬁ] name, and further
particulars.” No person came from their office. Upon receipt of this telegram I told the
captain the authority I had received from Mr. Cummins,

apprehend you would take charge of any ship belonging to this firm on behalf of Messr.
Commins ?—T should. The captain told me Cummins was the proper man. He said
¢ Cummins proper man.” He has not made any protest, that T am aware of. I have no
knowledge of what he has done. T inquired of one of the coast guard to know from him
had he sufficient force to protect the vessel. It was dark, and there was a lot of people
there ; and he turned round to me, “ How is it possible,” says he to me, “for I and
another to protect this ship?” I told him Mr. Beamish’s two sons and the coast guard
was there, and they would manage it; just in that sort of way. Well, he told me that if
T had any interest in the vessel, it was better to acquaint the police; and in accordance
with that I went to the barracks and acquainted the heads there, and sent the police off.
I wrote to Messrs. Cummins, explaining what I did. I told them the property was taken
charge of by Mr. Beamish. I remained there until Thursday. Mr. Bridle came and told
me that it was better to accompany the captain to Mr. Beamish’s house, and we went
there. We remained there for about three-quarters of an hour; Mr, Beamish appeared
there with a written paper in his hand, and he showed it to the captain, and told me, in the
captain’s presence, that the captain had assigned the vessel to his charge. I counld not
tell in what form, but that he Ead assigned the vessel to him. I wrote to Messrs. Cum-~
mins, and told them what was done. Mr. Beamish read the written paper. I could not
say whether the captain understood it or not. I saw the wreck from day to day. I went
out on the following morning, in company with the head constable, and I saw the vessel
with small pieces of copper off her here and there: there was not much taken off, I dic
not see uﬁyone plundering. There was a large crowd of people, from 400 to 500. I then
went to Mr, Beamish, and he said he took charge, and that he discharged the police.
That was on the Tuesday ; he said so to me; and he said also, that he had commenced
unloading, and would give the people that he had employed in unloaling fair wages for
doing so. I did not think it at all a judicious thing to take the police away. I am sure
that the persons there in addition to the coast guard were not sufficient to protect the
roperty. If the captain had a.tﬁpointed me to look after the vessel, I shoulg certainly
Eave considered it my duty to the captain to have procured further assistance. I know
nothing of the protection of the property after the police went away. I then went to
Queenstown, and remained there until Mr. Cummins sent two men up, We proceeded
at once to Mr. Beamish’s house. We went to look at the wreck before we got to Mr.
Beamish’s, and from the condition I saw her in on Tuesday, the entire copper, nearly,
was all stripped and taken away; I do not know by whom; I could not tell by whose
orders it was taken away.

If it was taken by the orders of the captain, it would be in safe keeping ?—1 do not
know of its safe keeping. I was at the auction, and I do not think there was over 10 or
12 Ibs. weight sold at the auction; that was all. Tam positive there would be from
three to four tons of copper taken away by some one; ug:m my oath I believe that to be
the case. I believe that when the ship came on shore there would be three or four tons
of copper on her. She was entirely stripped of the copper before she wassold. 1 do not
think there would be a quarter of the copper under her that could not be got at.

Then the inference would be, that there being three or four tons upon the ship, and
one-fourth remaining on her when she was sold, there must have been more than two tons
plundered ?—There was more than that plundered. I attended the eale; there were not
many bidders. It was sold in lots. There was a proper account taken of the sale. The
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cargo was sold separately. T was at the sale of the cargo ; it was sold by t;hc ton. I do
know who weighed it off; it fetched 7s. 6 4. a ton; I think the price was fair.

Mr. Beamish stated that the copper was stripped off on the Tuesday.

By Mr. Beamish (through the Court).] What property was there to protect when I
ordered the police away *—Up to that time I did not go on board at all.

By M. Hz:_qkes.:{ On the Tuesday afternoon, at three o’clock, it was the opinion of
Mr. Beamish that there was no property to protect, and the police were ordered away;
was that your opinion ?—1T do not think it was judicious to send the police away. My
opinion is, that there was property to protect; I do mot know what else besides the
copper. :

By Captain Grant.] 1 received no authority from the captain to act as agent for the ship.

‘«\?hen you informed the eaptain that you were the representative of Messrs, Cummins,
did he authorise Messrs. Cummins to act as his agent ? — Not until Tuesday. On
Monday, when I went down, the captain did no act or deed by which I could take
charge as agent for the ship. On Tuesday, he told me verbally, by word of mouth, that
he anthorised Messrs. Cummins to take charge as his agent: he sent no document what-
soever. He told me verbally, as far as I could understand it. I saw Mr. Beamish ahout
an hour after this time. He then brought this paper, that I have described, and read it
to me. I cannot recollect the exact words of the paper, it was simply that the vesscl was
made over to him.

Why did you interfere with the vessel afterwards as agent of the ship P—I might
have a dozen different instructions, but if the captain appointed some other person as
agent, I should not be justified in interfering in the matter. I did not interfere. M.
Cummins took charge, when he sent the two gentlemen representing him to the wreck.
These gentlemen arrived on Friday. I went with them on Friday to the wreck. They
saw the captain.

Did he give them any authority to actas the agent ?—He did ; he handed over his ship’s
papers to them.

hen that is an act which proves at once that the agency is transferred to Messys.
Cummins. Did you inform those gentlemen that Mr. Beamish also had authority to act
as agent for the ship 7—I told them so.

Did you remonstrate with Mr, Beamish on the withdrawal of the police on the Tuesday ?
—No, I thought it was not my place when he said he had all charge, and he a magistrate.
At that time% saw no plunder; I returned home then.

By Mr. Hughes.] Was it because Mr. Beamish was a magistrate that you relin-
?uished your authority to act as agent ?—I thought Mr. Beamish a sufficient authority
or the protection of the property. I did not wish to interfere any further, until I re-
ceived further instructions from Messrs. Cummins. It was because of his authority as a
magistrate that I withdrew. I was present at the sale. The auction did not take place
until Monday.

You say that two persons representing Messrs. Cummins came down on Friday ; how
was it they came down, if previously there had been an understanding that the property
was in the charge of Mr. Beamish; had there been any communication between the
captain and Messrs, Cummins? — I. could not tell; cannot account for Messrs.
Cummins claiming to act as agents, after the captain had transferred his authority to M.
Beamish. Messrs. Cummins’ man told me that the captain’s assignment to Mr. Bemnish
was useless. They told me it was useless, because it was written in his own house ; that
was all I could understand about it.

Mr. Hughes said, that the fact of the document being written in Mr. Beamish’s
house would not affect the legality of the assignment.
. The Witness.] 1 cannot account for the transfer of the agency to Messrs.
ummins.

By Captain Grant.] In whose presence was this document read besides yourself —
The eaptain, two of Mr. Beamish’s sons, and the coast guard, were present.

‘Who was the coast guard, can you see him here ?—That is the man (pointing to My,
Bridle). 1 could not say whether that paper was ever produced to Messrs.
Cummins,

‘When you went there, was the document then produced by Mr. Beamish >—No; I
could not say whether any question was ever raised as to the authority of Mr. Beamish
between Tuesday and Friday. I did not hear of any reference made to Mr. Beamish’s
having charge of the vessel from the Tuesday to the Friday by anyone.

By Mr. Hughes.] There was property to protect at the time the police were withdrawn,
there was the copper on the vessel ; but I did not go to see the vessel afterwards until

Frliiday. If T had been in charge, I should have retained the services of  the
Ppolice.

By Mr. Beamish (through the C ourt).j Was there any property to protect besides the
copper, at the time the police were withdrawn ?—The vessel was all that I saw. She was
stripped on Friday, but she was not stripped on Tuesday. There was some property
taken to some buildings near the beach. Ee coast guard were in charge of it. On the
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Tuesday the copper was there, and on Friday it had been stolen away ; there was no trace
of it.
Mr, Beamish stated that there was no property except the copper to protect.

By Captain Grant.] 1 certainly consider the small stores of the ship, and the sails,
ropes, and spars, to be property. That was left unprotected by the withdrawal of the
police when I saw her. There were people running up the sides of the ship in spite of
the force that was there. At the time I saw the vesse}, there were only two coast guard
there, and they appeared to be quite insufficient to protect it. There were at that time
400 or 500 people on the shore. They were making repeated attempts to get on board
the ship, to plunder whatever they could get at. I certainly consider that there was pro-
perty on board the ship to be plundered.

By Mr. Hughes.] Did you in the course of Tuesday or Wednesday apply to any magis-
trate 7—1I did not on Wednesday at all; I applied to the stipendiary magistrate in the
form that I have shown you, about the protection of the vessel. I applied to him because
I thought; it was when Mz, Beamish turned off the police, I told him all about it, and he
told me that he would see about it; that was on the Wednesday. I feltit my duty to
communicate with the magistrate, that I thought the property was unprotected, and I
requested the assistance of the police to protect it. I do not know what action the police
took in the matter. The chief of the police said to me that he would consider the
matter.

M. Hughes (to Mr. Beamish).] In the present state of the proceedings, would you
have any objection to the production of the paper you had from Captain Garibaldi?—
Not in the least.

Would you kindly let us see it?—Certainly.

Mr. Hughes read the document, which purported to be an authority to act as agent
for the master in taking charge of the wreck and property.

Mr. Hughes (to Mr. Beamish).] That document was signed in the presence of Mr.
Foster ?—It was,

Mr. Beamish.] From my experience I considered it right to have such authority from
the captain. The captain then went over to Cork, and when there he made arrange-
ments with certain persons by which he superseded the authority which he gave to me;
I did not interfere any further in the matter, I did not consider it worth my while to
have anything further to do with it. I do not know that I have anything to say with
reference to the witnesses that have been examined ; I suppose I shall be examined as a
witness myself by and by. What I hold is this, that there was nothing there that needed
the protection of the police; the vessel was a poor one, and it was my business to save as
much as possible; and 1 maintain that the copper which was upon the vessel wasin a great
measure removed from the vessel at the time I told the police their services were not
required. I hecame the purchaser by private contract of the copper that remained on
the vessel. I gave the auctioneer the same sum that Captain Hughes had purchased it
for, he allowing me 57 off. I thought it worth my while to run the risk of trying to get
the vessel off. T am now in possession of 73 cwt. 0 gr. 14 lbs. of copper which was taken off
the vessel. Ihave a written paper of the contract by which I purchased the vessel. I
appointed my sons to protect the property; they were appointed ]iong before the captain
seﬁxt me authority to act. It was with the consent of tYle captain, Ihad no authority
whatever,

By Captain Grant.] This document which we have seen is authority 7—That was
signed on the 9th. It was not signed upon the day it was stated.

Captain Grant stated that the date on the document must be taken.

To Mr. Beamish.] Who awarded this amount that has been paid ?—I deducted it
before T allowed the auction to proceed. I probably would not have got a penny. I did
?otth a.]lo_wlthe auction to go on unless payment was gnaranteed to me. Mr. Foster is my

ather-in-law,

By Mr. Hughes.] 1 can form no idea of the proceeds of the sale; I think something
less than 200

Mr. Hughes read over the account current hetween Captain Garibaldi and Messrs.
Cummins, showing a balance of 4s. due to Captain Garibaldi, after payment of all
dishursements, commission, fees, &e. &e.

Ricrarp CoLmax (the younger) sworn; Examined by Mr. Hughes.

I 431 the son of the last witness. I went to the wreck on Monday, at about half-past
fom'_ o'clock. I merely went there to look on. The ship was then aground : she wasrolling,
tossing about. It was high water. It was daylight when I was there; I could see the
hull of the vessel quite plain. When I first saw her her head was seaward. I saw the
copper on hersides ; I did not notice exactly in what condition it was. I saw two of the
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coast guard there; they were only looking on ; they could not get to the ship then. The
rudder had come adrift; it was coppered, and the people were breaking it all off the rud-
der. I returned home abeut halfpast onc o’clock. I did not go there the following day.
T saw her on the Tuesday. There was copper on her sides at that time, but a little of it
was off, not much. On Friday there was no copper left upon her, except what was on
the ground. The captain took us on board to see her. I was at the sale, but took no
part in it. I didnot purchase anything. There were not many bidders. The small
things were sold in separate lots. :

Mr. Danxis M‘Cartry Gantway, of Greenfield, sworn; Examined by Mr. Hughes.

I ENow when this ship went on shore. I saw her first on the evening of Monday the
7th of January, about four o’clock ; half-past three or four. A man came up to the house,
and said there was a vessel running ashore at Muckross, and I wenl down then ; she had
struck when I got there; I saw the captain, and I went on board. The captain ran the
ship on shore to save her ; that was what he said te me. T could not tell whether she was
leaking much at the time. I did not see her register. She was a brig, and about 100 or
200 tons; she was a small brig ; she was not 200 tons register. She was registered at
Gibraltar, sailing under English colours. His crew were foreigners. 1 was not present
when any arrangement was made with Mr. Beamish ; Mr. Beamish told me on Tuesday
morning that the captain would do nothing. Mr. Beamish told him that he should have
employed the people to protect his property, and be said, “ The property is very poor, and
it won’t pay me for protecting it.” There were four of the coust guard there at the time,
as well as I can recollect ; but there was nothing to protect up to the time I left on Tuesday
night, because the tide was so high nobody could get near her. Of conrse it would recede
in a few hours, and the vessel would then be open to plunder. There were not 100 people
there when T left ber. Had there been 100 people there, and a quantity of copper on the
sides of the ship, I should not have considered the force there sufficient to protect that
property ; two persons would be sufficient to protect the property at high water, but not
when the tide was down. At that time a larger force would be requisite. 1 do not know
of my own knowledge that Mr. Beamish ordered the police awuy; 1 heard so; I think that
was on Tuesday evening. At that time, as far as I could see the vessel, I think a very
small force was sufficient to protect her. The copper had either been taken off her side or
rubbed off her side by the rocks on Monday night; it was only metal sheeting, about as
thin as brown paper; it was all metal.

By Captain Grant.] Miss Gallway did not go off to the ship; there was a very heavy
swell at the time. The crew were landed by a shore boat; that went out at first to assist
them. A countryman was in charge of this boat; I do not know his name; I heard that
he received 7 4 for his boat. I wrote to Mr. Quill that we intended to putin a claim for
him; I did not send in a claim my:elf for that. The owners of the boat made this demand
of 20 L for landing the crew. It was not alone for landing the crew, but for going out in
their boat, and for leading the vessel into a safer place when they saw her going ashore ;
that demand was subsequently compounded for 717 ; I think they deserved more than that.
I visited the wreck on Tuesday morning. Mr. Beamish said on Tuesday that he would
appoint me and his two sons as salvors; but I said I would not act unless [ got a charge
from the captain. Mr, Beamish had not got the authority to act as salvor then ; of course,
it is cheaper to employ the ship’s crew to get down the masts and sails, and so on; but if
I had charge of a vessel I should employ no labour whatever, but sell the ship and cargo
just as she was. 1 am not aware that the crew of the vessel were paid for striking the
sgils, and taking them 1o a place of safety ; I understood that they worked entirely on
shore.

By Mr. Hughes.] When the ship went on shore the crew would have nothing, therefore
a claim was sent in of 11/, 16 5. on their behalf for assisting in saving the cargo. The men
were employed for about two hours on Tuesday in lowering down the sails at one tide;
I donot know who took the sails on shore ; the capiain, at the time I was there, gave up
charge to no one, and would not allow anyone to take charge but his own pecple; that was
on Tuesday, about 12 o’clock. The police were there when I left. If I had had charge,
1 would have retained some of them. -

In this case the property was upon the beach, easily to be obtained; and you had only
to say as soon as the tide recedes, and the vessel is dry, we will land the sails and stores of
this vessel, and put them in a place of safety. Any person would do that as labour, and
not as salvage 7—Certainly they wonld.

A discussion ensued as to the meaning of the term “ salvage,” and the section of the
Act was referred to and read over by Mr. Hughes.

Mr. Beamish stated that in former times wrecks were protected by the gentlemen of
the'country, and that he thought the duty was better performed than it is now by the
police and the coast guard.

The Witness thought the conduct of the police who went out in the boat with him was
deserving of the highest commendation, as none of the country people would go out to save
the lives of the crew. This man (puinting to Sub-constable Shields), was the only man who
would venture out with me, and he lost his uniform by so doing.

JAMES

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit



WRECK OF THE «“SAN FRANCISCO.”

L]
L=1%

Jasmes Briprg, sworn; Examined by Mr. Hughes.

I Ay Chief Boatman in charge at Dirkcove; that is about seven miles from Muckross.
1 have held that office in this locality for 17 years. I got down to the wreck at about seven
o’clock, or a little after, on Monday night. | was sent by Lieutenant Synge, with three
others; we all arrived there about the same time. The wreck was lying aground, It was
high-water about four o’clock. She was not lying over at all; she was upright. There
were about 50 or 60 people on the beach at that time. The copper was a good deal of it
loose ; it was loosened by the straining of the ship. When I went down at low-watar some
copper had been taken off, I think by the sea. I went on hoard about 10 o’clock ; T did
not see any spirit there; there was none cn board the ship, I overhauled the ship, and
went fore and aft. I found a cargo of coals; there was nothing at all but coals; she was
preity full of coais. The hatches were off. 1was there from Monday night until Tuesday
night, On Tuesday, between three and four o’clock, the police were ordered away by Mr.
Beamish, He told me he would send some more hands to take charge of her. T'wint up
o Mr. Beamish’s house with Mr, Coleman. Mr. Coleman told me to go and see if he was
to have charge of the vessel. We stayed there 20 minutes, and shortly after Mr. Beamish
brought in the statement, which he read over, and said he had charge of the vessel from the
captain. We went down to the vessel, and he discharged the police at once. That was
on the Tuesday afternoon ; it was the following day afier the ship came on shore; I will
swear that it was between three and four o’clock; there were about 100 people, or more,
there then, T should have kept some of the police had I been in charge of the vessel. The
persons who were left by Mr, Beamish were not armed ; they did not render any assistance
in protecting the property.

By Captain Grant.] Mr. Beamish’s sons were supposed to be guarding the property.
They were stationed on the beach ; the beach is a little cove, They were all abreast of the
vessel; there were three of them there. The property was not all put in the house on the
cliff on Tuesday; what was brought on shore on Monday evening was put into the house.
The crew commenced stripping the ship at about 10 o’clock on Tuesday the 8th; they did
not complete stripping her either that night or next day. They were getting the sails off
on Tuesday; those sails were carried up to the house on the cliff, and put in store. The
captain employed five or six hands, shore people, to carry them up. I saw some of the
small stores, and they were carried up to the }l))ouse; I was at the auction; I saw those
small stores sold, I cannot say they were all there; I fancy they were. In the absence of
Mr, Synge I am in charge of the detachment. If any of my men were away from
Dirkcove they would report to me anything that occurred during the time they were on
guard. They were on duty at Muckross on the night of Tuesday the sth. When I went
up to Mr. Beamish’s house with Mr. Coleman the crew were down stripping the vessel.
The captain went up with me to the house ; that was about half-past two.

You Eave said that Mr. Beamish was absent three quarters of an hour before he brougziit
the paper which he read over; was Captain Garibaldi with you then?—No, he was not.
The document was not signed in my presence although I was there; I was in one room,
and the document was signed in another. I never saw the document written, or anything
else; I was in one room, and Mr. Beamish in another. T sat down in the parlour for some
time, and Mr. Foster said he would go out and see if he could find Mr. Beamish. A short
time after that I saw Mr. Beamish and Mr. Foster come out, Mr. Beamish went round by
the back door, and Mr. Foster came round by the fore door. Foster came right in where
we were and sat down. In a short time he went out again, and was not long before he
came aud called the captain out; and soon after Mr. Beamish brought in that paper and
read it. When Mr, Foster came in, after I had seen him pass with Mr. Beamis ), he said
Mr. Beamish would be in directly. The conversation that went on was with reference Lo
the wreck. BIr. Beamish did not come into the room before Captain Garibaldi was called
out. When Mr. Beamish returned with the captzin, he brought that paper with him, and
he said the captain has given me charge of the vessel, and he read the paper out. I was
under the impression that that paper was signed at that time. T could not say when it was
signed. Itold Mr. Beamish that if the police were discharged he must send some respon-
sible person to assist the Coast Guard; and he said he would. I saw no one sent but
Mr. Beamish’s sons and Mr. Foster. 1 suppose they were considered responsible men.
I saw no one else; I did not think they were sufficient substitutes for the police in pro-
tecting the property. 1 kept one man more than Mr. Beamish wanted.

By Mr. Hughes.] 1 had no stones thrown at me; the stone-throwing was on Thursday
night. The men fired blank at them; I have no recollections of anythivg previous to that.

By Captain Grant.] Who did you receive the report from that there had been stone-
throwing, and thut the Coast Guard had fired blank cartridge ?—From Dooley ; he belongs
to the Dirkcove Station ; John Warren, the boatman, was there, too, that night.

Will you state who were actually on duty when the stoning took place (referring o e

aper) ?—John Warren, John Williams, John Dooley, and John Warren the boatman, and
%Villinm Kidney; they were all at the wreck.

By Mr. Hughes.] Some of the property was in some buildings above the beach ; it was
under a lock and key, and there was a man always stationed there. With the exception ~
this building there was only the ship to look after.
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By Captain Grant.] 1 asked you 2 question just now, whether the whole of the sails and
spars, and so on, were stripped off the ship on Tuesday ?—It was not. .

You have just said there was no property to protect on Tuesday ?—Only what was in
the house. ol _ ‘

Do you not consider that the spars, the rigging, and the sails are property ?—VYes ; they
are property. o

At low-water the people could plunder that property *—They could.

Then at low-water on Tuesday night the ship was open to being plundered 7—Yes ;
she was. i ) o

Were all the sails ap on Tuesday night 1—No; one was ioun_d in the ship after; they
were all taken down on Tuesday except that one sail. The running gear was not unrove
that night. I consider the running gear is property, and liable to be plundered. At half
tide, after Tuesday morning, we could get on board. { saw no attempts made to get on
board to plunder the ship after Tuesday. I certainly consider that there was property left
on board the shi: liable to plunder on Tuesday night.

By Mr. Beamish (through the Court).] I do not think that four men were sufficient to
protect the rigging on the masts, and the copper on the vessel; I do not think that four
men could keep the people away.

By Mr. Hughes.] 1 told Mr. Beamish that four men were not sufficient without further
assistance. I had two of Mr. Beamish’s sons to assist, but they rendered uo help at all.
I did not see anyonc attempt to plunder that night. The people were inclined to plunder.
It was hard work to protect the wreek ; we had enough to do to keep moving about, and
keep knocking the people about to keep them away. I saw Mr. Beamish’s sons on the
beach. They took no more part in assisting us than yon did yourself, I never saw them
speak to any of the people, or try to make them desist from plundering. There were five
men on the beach ; we were relieved every 24 hours. There were always five of the Coast
Guard there ; one protecting the house, and four the ship.

By Captain Jones (through the Court).] I was present on Monday night. I was there
all night. I was on the beach on Wednesday night also. It was reported (o me that our
men had apprehended some persons for carrying off' the sails. That was on Thursday
night. I was present at the wreck when the police were withdrawn. I came down from
Mr. Beamish’s house along with him, after he had taken charge of the vessel. At that
time there was nothing lying about the beach, or in process of being carried from the ship
to the house. I was aware that persons had been captured in the act of plundering a sail.
I was told that a report of the conduct of these people was taken to Mr. Beamish. [ did
not speak to Mr. Beamish on the subject.

By Captain Grant.] All the sails, with the exception of the one found on the forecastle,
were removed on Tuesday night ; that one remained till after Thursday. It was that sail
which the people were taking away in the middle of the night. The people got on board
in the middle of the night, and concealed themselves. I do not know how they got on
board. A man told me that they went on board and found them there.

Who was the man that discovered them ?—There were three or four; John Carr, John
Warren, and young John Warren.

Jonn CaRr, sworn; Examined by Mr. Hughes.

I savE been in the Coast Guard in this district about 10 years. I am stationed at
Donnycove. I was at the wreck. I got there about a quarter before three on Monday.
I saw the vessel run ashore. Her sails were full; she was going two points before the
wind. It was broad daylight and clear. I saw the boat come into the cove and take the
ground. I did not go on board the ship. Mr. Gallway was on board. The Captain was
on board. I saw him. The ship was about 160 tons.” The Captain told me he had about
160 tons of coal on board, and that he had thrown some of it overboard to save the vessel.
I was in charge up to 12 o’clock that night. The vessel got in between two rocks, and the
copper was knocked off her bottom., We took charge of the rudder, which came on shore.
There were so wany people round the vessel at that time that we could not protect this
piece of wood. The police arrived about seven o’clock. At the time of her wreck she did
not want protection, for the tide was up. When the tide left her, about 10 o’clock, there
were & great many people there attempting to plunder. I left at 12. I did not see any
plunder going on, but as soon as the water left her I got on board of her by means of a
short ladder.” The Inspector of Police and the Head Constable also got on board, and we
got into the cabin. Mr. Simpson was there, and one of the police. We had a look round,
and saw what was there. There were some sails, and some tar, and some rice ; and there
was a cask there, and I wanted to see what was in it, and I afterwards found it was rice.
When Mr. Gallway came on shore, he ordered a jar to be broken; it contained about halt
a gallon of spirit. Mr. Gallway gave me a compass, and the Captain handed the other
one to one of our men. Young Beamish and his brother insisted on staying on board.
We cleared the ship of all persons who were there, with the exception of one of the police-
men, and myself, and another Coast Guard, and we remained on board till we were relieved
at one o’clock ; and some persons remained until Monday night, when the tide got round
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her, and they then left her. The next morning she swwas broadside ou to the beach, That
was Tuesday, There were a good many people there; over 200. 1 had not rvom to pass
from one to another, and I had to hit them with my tuck stick tu keep them away, 'fhe;r
increased in numbers after this time. They were very troublescme attempting to pluader.
The (-olice went away on Tuesday between three and four o’clock, 1 wag surprised {liat
they should be taken away. I was sorry 1o lose them. The people were hamuering - n
the sides of the ship; 50 caulkers would not make «o much noise as the hanmering dic.

By Mr. Beamish (through the Court).] We had property t protect then. The coprer
was off on Tuesday ; they could not get any more off then. I take upon myself to .uv,
that five armed men were not sufficient to protect the property then, with the crowd t.at
was on the beach; they were creeping up the sides of the vessel on one side, while I v.as
on the other.

By Mr. Hughes.] Mr. Beamish’s sons came down, but they were of no assistance what-
ever. Mr. Beamish said he would send some of his workmen, but I said I did not want
any of them, for they were all plunderers. When the sail was taken away from the fore-
castle on Tuesday night, I gave two of the names to Mr. Henry Beamish, but they werc
never prosecuted. I do not know why. They are tenents of Mr. Beamish’s.

Mr. Beamish being asked whether he wisled to make any remark on this poiut,
said that he had no questions to put to the witness.

By Captain Grant.] I wus on duty at 12 o’clock on }onday, and fiom 12 o’clock on
Tuesday, till cne o’clock on Wednesday. There was no conflict between the Coast Guard
ane the people on Tuesday during any time, nor «ny firing of pistols. I was not there after
Wednesday; I was quite knocked up. I was one of those who found the men carrying
the sail away from the forecastle. Six men had hold of the sail. )

By Captain Jones.] The people went into the water and lifted one another up, and so
got on board ; they could not get on board any other way.

By Captain Grant.] I was on the wreck on the Tuesday night. I was there during the
who?:z night. I was not pelted by thie people with stones. There was no stone-throwing
whilst 1 was there.

Jorx WARREN, recalled.

By Captain Grent.] You stated yesterday, that on Tuesdav night, the 8th, you were
pelted with stones, and that you fired on the people ?—Yes.

Where was Carr at that time ?—1 could not say whether he was on the beach or on the
cliff.

Was he out of reach of your firing?—1 did not fire at that time. [ did not suy that
1 did.

The evidence of the previous day was referred to, and it was found that the witness
bad stated that he fired with ball cartridge.

Captain Grant.] Do you wish to correct your evidence on this point ?—It was on the
10th, Thursday, and not on the 8th.

Ricuanp CoLEMAN, senior, recalled ; Examined by Mr. Hughes.

You stated, in the telegram relating to this cargo, that the vessel was laden with couls,
rum, and brandy ?—Yes, one of the sailors (I think it was the mate) told me there was
lot of drink on board. I did not see any spirit at all. I think it must have been a mis-
take. I did not see any of the men drunk.

By Captain Grant.] The last time I visited the ship was on Friday before the sale. I
saw 1o one carrying anything away.

By Mr. Hughes.] 1 was at the sale. The lots were sold separately. The first lot was
the coals. I did not see any copper sold, except the 10 cr 12 pounds I mentioned before ;
I believe that went in as part of another lot.

When the hull of the ship was sold, was there any mention made by the auctioneer of
anything besides what was then and there before him ; did he say, “I sell you with this Jot
any quantity of copper that you can get anywhere and from anyboedy ”?—I could not recol-
lect anything of that kind being mentioned. I think he said there was some copper, but I
should not like to be positive.

There was a large quantity of copper, and that copper has been stolen b ysome one, and
we want to krow where it went to ?—I cannot tell.

By Captain Grant.] Will you state what occurred in Mr. Beamish's house when you
went there about the agency of the ship >—We went into the parlour, and remained there
for some time before Mr. Beamish came, The captain went out, as 1 understood, to look
for Mr. Beamish. He was absent about foor or five minutes, and then be retarned along
with Mr. Beamish, and Mr. Beamish read the paper that has been alluded to, and said the
captain had assigned the ship to him. TIam T:ite certain that the.act of assignment was
performed while the captain was absent from the room, because, as we were walking up to
the gouse, the captain told me he had made no assignment to anyone.
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JoaN Witniams, sworn; Examined by Captain Grant.

I was on duty at the wreck about half an hour after she struck; I was not there when
the crew were landed. Some of the property was landed when I arrived ; when she came
on shore all her sails were set. I think there must have been some mistake in the captain
not being acquainted with the nature of the place, for she nearly cleared the rocks; had
she done so, she would have run in safety on the beach, and would ot have harmed at
all. I was not there on Monday later than dusk. I came on duty again about half-past
12 on Tuesday morning ; I relieved Carr. There was a great crowd there. The men did
not report to me that they had any difficulty with the people. I was on board till the tide
came up, and there were Mr. Beamish’s son and servant. The tide was coming in, and I
was rather afraid of remaining too late, so I took my men out of the ship. As soon as we
got out, some one hauled the Jadder up, and they got into the cabin. 1 did not take any
steps to clear the ship, because I considered that there was no one on board but who had
avthority to be there. I considered Mr. Beamish’s sons had authority to be on board. I
am quite certain it was on Monday night, or rather Tuesday morning, that Mr. Beamish’s
sons were sent. They were supposed to be assisling us in protecting the wreck, so they
told us themselves, I was not there when anyone was removed by force; that was before
I arrived. I did not go on board again because I was relieved the next day at 12 o’clock,
and there was another wreck, and I had to go and attend to that. The people were very
troublesome ; we were always on our legs. T never saw Mr. Beamish’s sons guarding the
property on Tuesday at all. There was only one of them and the servant on Monday,
that I saw. I did not remove the servant because he said he was employed by Mr,
Beamish.

Yon were placed in charge of this property, and it was your duty to keep off any person
whon: you considered suspicious or doubtful; now, if any person came down and alleged
that he was somebody’s servant, would you be bound to believe him and to allow him
to act as your colleague 7—1I should not have done so if I bhad not been aware that the
man belonged to Mr. Beamish ; I had seen him drive Mr. Beamish’s car before.

By Mr. Hughes,] I was at ihe sale; I saw all the lots sold. Mr. Hoffman was the
auctioneer. I believe Mr. Bridle kept an account of the sale, The lots were sold sepa-
rately. I heard of the sale of the lEmll. I think the copper that came off the ship was
given with it, because I thiuk I heard some reference that it went with it.

The Head Constable (Mr. Clements), stated that he gave about 7 or 8 lbs. of
copper to Mr. Hoffman, which was sold.

The Witness.] 1 think there would be about a ton of copper on the ship, I should say
there would be 7 or 8 cwt. under her when she took the ground, so that there
would be about 12 cwt. taken away by some one: 1 believe that 12 cwt. was plundered
by some one. There might be some of it taken off by the rocks; I think there was a great
deal taken off by the rocks, None of the port copper was taken off. I should say there
were 5 cwt. or 6 cwt., or more, left on the ship, that was subsequently plandered. T
should think there would be 7 ewt. on the ship when she was sold. In addition to
that 7 cwt, there was a quantity that was not produced, that was sold with it. There
was none sold separately from the ship except what was produced.

By Captain Jones (through the Court.] I was on duty on Thursday night. I was pelted
with stones about 12 or one o'clock : it lasted about a quarter of an hour. I fired with
ball cartridge, two or three rounds; each of us fired with ball cartridge. They stopped
in consequence of our firing ; it did not continue after that. Two of Mr. Beamish’s sons
came down on the beach ; they told us we had - better go up ou the road, out of the way
of the ship. We said we would not leave the ship. They did nothing to assist us; they
went away on the cliffs.

By Captain Grant.] If we had had the constabulary with us when the stones were
thrown, I think we should have secured some of the offenders. After this there was no
more stone-throwing. Mr. Beamish’s sons never came down again ; they went away.

JomN DooOLEY, sworn; Examined by Mr. Hughes.

I BELONG to the Dirkcove station. I have been in this district 10 years. I am well
acquainted with the coast. Idid not see the ship come ashore. I first came to the wreck
on Tuesday, about 10 o’clock in the morning. I was there the whole of Tuesday and
Tuesday might. I went home about 10 o'clock in the morning (Wednesday). There was
a great crowd there, they were trying to plunder the ship. We had a great deal to do to
keep the people off the ship. I did not give evidence in any of the prosecutions. The
crowd increased all through the day; in the afternoon there would be three or four hundred
people. They were close to the ship, we could hardly walk alongside the ship; we had to
use our tuck sticks to keep them off. They were trying to overreach us it they could.
There were four of the Coast Guard there and one man in charge of the stores. On Tuesday
afternoon, about four o’clock, instructions were given that the police should be withdrawn ;
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it was by Mr. Beamish’s orders. I did not think it was right fo send them away, as there
was such a crowd of people there. I did not see any property stolen whilst I was there.
On Tuesday afternoon there was a good deal of copper gone off the ship. I think there
was as much on her on Friday as there was on Tuesday. I was at the sale. There were
about 150 people at the sale. There was a tolerably spirited bidding, one against the other.

By Captain Grant.] I did not see Mr. Beamish’s sens do anything to protect the pro-
perty. Mr. Foster remained in the house all night, T did not see him out at all, I'saw
one of Mr. Beamish’s sons on the beach ; he stood there a few moments and then walked
away. [ considered there was plenty of property to protect; and I considered I was
there to protect it. I was on daty on Thursday night; I was pelted with stones during
that night; I fired with ball cartridge; I fired at some one unknown, we could not see
any one. There was no one on the beach but the coast guard at the time; the stomes
came from the cliffs. Mr. Beamish’s sons came down upon the firing ; the pelting of
stones ceased when they came down. They said we had better go up on the road, that we
should see the ship from the road, and be out of danger from the stones. They did not
intend us to leave the wreck altogether, but merely to go up into the road to protect the
property, as we could see the ship from the road, and no one could go down unknown to
vs, asit was a still night. We did not go into the road ; we thought the beach was the
fittest place for us.

By Captain Jones (through the Court).] How far is the road from the ship ?—TForty
yards.
F Was it not possible for the people to go along the rocks without going near the road,
and so get to the ship ?—They might go along the rocks to the ship without passing us,
no doubt, They might have got on board the ship without our knowledge, provided they
made no noise. Any number of people covld have got on board the ship, supposing they
had been quiet, if we had gone to the road.

Mr. Tromas Beassn, sworn; Examined by Mr. Hughes.

I nesipE, near Muckross ?—I knew of the brig being on shore about half an hour. I
went on board. She belonged to Gibraltar. Was bound from Swansea to Gibraltar. She
was less than 200 tons register. I did not see the register.

Mv. Beamish, senior, stated that the register was 108 tons, and that the captain
said she would carry 180 tons.

The Witness.] The vessel was aground when I got there. There were some country
};eople there. The captain could speak a little English. He did not require any assistance.

think he came on shore on purpose. The men were not at the pumps. I think the crew
were nine, including the captain. I had a boat, and offered to take him on shore, He did
not ask me for assistance in any form. They began to unrig the ship about 11 o’'clock on
the following day, not the epars but the sails. Some of the copper was knocked off the
ship. She must have been 1njured by the rocks, and the action of the sea drove herup a
considerable distance. I think the captain empioyed four men to strip the ship. The pro-
perty was taken up to a small house on the cliff. The coast guard were there when I got
there, and the police came about 10 or 11 o'clock. I do not know when directions were
given for the police to be removed. That was in consequence of something that transpired
between my father and the captain, there was a paper relative to that. I was not on the
beach when the police were sent away. My opinion is that the police were no assistance
whatsoever, that is my belief. I think they were not active enough. I would not say that
the coast guard were of no service, but they were not active enough. I should say that
civilians could protect that property better than the coast guard or the police, from what I
know of them. I am aware that the coast guard are armed. My opinion is that if the
people gave them a little whiskey they would allow plunder togoon. I bave seen wrecks
before now, and I have seen them allow things to go on in that way. I am aware that on
this occasion several persons weve taken up and punished by the magistrates for plunder-
ing, but I believe that +as in consequence of statements made in the newspapers. The
names were taken by the constables, but they had no intention to summon them until it
appeared in the newspapers. I believe that the publicity given to the robbery was the
cause of the people being prosecuted, I think the robbery was committed before the con-
stables were discharged on Tuesday ; I did not think it worth my while to remain there,
thinking T would get nothing for my services, and I believe it was during the time the police
were there that.the greater part of the copper was taken off. I am aware that the prosecu-
tions which took place were brought about by the instrumentality of the police. I believe
they gave the evic})ence by which the parties were punished. Notwithstanding this, I believe
that if the case had not appeared in the newspapers, the police would never have interfered
in the matter, I was emploved as one of the sﬁvors. There were three of my brothers
and Mr. Foster employed also. The sails of the vessel were landed by four men that were
cmployed by the captam.

There was 2 claim made of 87 /. 8 s. for services rendered in saving the property ; how
was that money distributed %—1I got 6 /. of it. There were five persons Tgot 6L each. Ido

not know what became of the 7/ 8 s remaining. 1 was at the sale. The coals were sold
in one lot,
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When the hull was sold, was there any statement by the auctioneer that the purchaser
of the hull and the copper that was vound the ship, would receive any other copper that
was anvwhere else —I am not sure; I was not near enoagh to hear him particularly.

By éaptain Grant.] 1 remained on board the ship until the erew and the captuin had
left.” That was about 12 o'clock; there were one or two of the constables and the coast
guard on Loard also. I am aware that the rudder was hauled up on the beach, but there
was no motive in doing it. T was regularly appointed to guard the ship. My father, as u
magistrate, appointed me and one of my brothers to do so. [t was either my father or one
of my brothers who told me to go on board to protect the property. I am not sure which.
I occasionally helped to carry things out. When I saw that the men were overworked, 1
wouid lend a hand now and then, nothing more than that. I would not say that I was on
board more than two hours, if so long. Part of Tuesday I did not consider that I was on
duty at all, because I did not think if I came before a magistrate I would get anything
that would be worth my while accepting. I went on duty again on Tuesday after my
father sent for me to say that the paper was signed by the captain. T think it was between
two and three o’clock. I remained at the wreck till seven or eight o’clock. I was con-
stantly on and off.

Will you state what time you got there on Wednesday ?—I would not swear.

Will you give a probable idea?—It was about 10 o'clock. I think I remained until
dinner time, because wy brother used to relieve me. I am almost sure I was on duty on
Wednesday night. I was there part of every day. I will not swear I was there on
Thursday night. I did not see any people there to drive off; I only saw two people pass
during the three nights I was there. I only remember having seen two or three people.
I was not on duty when the coast guard had a collision with the people, and fired their

istols.

P What amount of property did you and your brothers salve to justify that claim ?—The
time that the sails were brought up I did not consider that I took anK »art at all in that; I
did not consider I was a salvor at that time, because I did not think 1t worth my while to
make a claim before a magistrate. I received thesum of 6L, and I would not do it again
for 12 1.; they were frosty nights, enough to kill any one. What T say is this, that what
I have seen ut wrecks before, I think it would be much better it the police were not
there at all. I have seen cotton taken away at the time the “ Numero Quatro” was
wrecked ; and I have heard say thatif the police have plenty of whiskey given them, they
will allow people to plunder. I think 1 was present when the police brought a man before
my (ather. I do not know how soon the summons was issued after that.

Head-Constable Clements stated that the summons was taken oul two days after
the men were taken.

Mr. Hughes (to the Witness).] When was the “ Numero Quatro” wrecked P—About
January 1865. She was wrecked on my futher’s property.

Mr. Hughes (to Mr, Clements).] Were you present at the wreck of the ‘ Numero
Quatro ? ”—I was. The cargo consisted of cotton. There were ten of us there at first,
but we were ultimately reduced to two. That was by desire of Mr. O’Brien, in Queens-
town. She was a Spanishship. The cargo was taken over by the underwriters to Liver-
%:;ol, and sold there, 1 think there was some plunder at that time by the country people.

e took out summonses against nine people on that occasion, and brought them before
the magistrates in this court. [ have never heard avy complaint against tEe police except
this by Mr. Beamish. I have not had a single complaint against any of mymen for drunk-
enness within the last two years. There wasa complaint made against one of the police at
the wreck of the ¥ Numero Quatro,” for taking something from that vessel, but the charge
was dismissed. At the wreck of the ““ Podesta,” there were 21 persons prosecuted at the
instance of the police, No person came before this court to assist on that occasion except
the police. The fines on that occasion amounted to upwards of 56

WiLriam Parsons, sworn; Examined by Mr. Hughes.

Dr1p you give any information to any one about the “Podesta "?—VYes, I gave it in to the
police, and the police took two more men.

Jorn CARR, re-called ; Examined by Mr. Hughes.

I was at the wreck of the “ Numero Quatro,” There was plunder going on there;
stealing cotton. The police assisted in protecting that property. I am confident that the
police will always do their duty; they did it on that occasion. I have often served with
them, night and day. I have never seen them take a drop of spirits, I bave once seen
them negligent of their duty. I think they were negligent in this case; they tried to get

o}?t of the wind’s way; they got into shelter. 1T have no other charge of negligence against
them.

By Captain Grant.] I am certain they would not wink at any im proper conduct. I have
uever known any of the coast guard charged with drunkenness.
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By Captain Jones (through the Court).] There were several of the resident gentry present
at the wreck of the “ Numero Quatro.” They never rendered i:s any assistance.

Mr. Beamish stated that he considered himself quite justified in what he did in this
case, and that he would do the same again. He had no statement to make to the
Court, but would answer any questions that might be put to him. He would prefer
being placed on ovath.

Henry Bavowin Beamisn, Esq., 3.2, sworn; Examined by Mr. Hughes.

I saw Captain Garibaldi soon after the ship came on shore. She came ashore ubout
three or four o’clock. I did not see her come on shore. When I saw her she was on the
rocks, and they were landing the sails, boxes, and articles belonging to the sailors; that
was on Monday evening at four o’clock. The captain came on shore on Monday evening ;
he was one of the last who came on shore. On the following day they began to unload the
ship. The sailors took a good deal of time to get the sails down ; they were all on the
masts, just as if the vessel was at sea. They removed the spars, leaving nothing standing
but the lower masts. They did not cut the masts away, they were standing when the
vessel was sold. The whole of the property was taken ashore into a place of safety. There
was a difficulty in understanding what the captain said, he being a foreigner and speaking
English very badly; and Miss Gallway happened to come down and she acted as interpre-
ter. It was represented to him that there was a danger that his property might be
plundered, and that it was necessary for him to appoint salvors; and when it was so re-
presented to him he gave his assent that they should be appointed, and then I appointed,
with his consent, four of my sons and Mr. Gallway, That was before the signing of the
paper ; it was immediately after he came on shore on Monday. He came to my house and
remained there for a week. I was not acting as salvor, I acted as agent; and I consider
that I acted under the authority of the captain, he alone having the puwer to appointan
one. These parties were appomted before that paper was signed. I acted with the Fuﬂ
authority of the captain. Fdid not want to act except as a magistrate, unless I was called
upon to act in that capacity. I did not want to put myself to any inconvenience. I acted
as agent of the master in giving directions to save the property. The captain entered into
an agreement with me. A little time after, two gentlemen came up from Cork, perfect
strangers to me, and they had some conversation with the captain ; they knew Italian, and
they spoke to the captain; and they so managed as to carry him off to Cork with them, I
think that was on Thursday, and he remained, I think, until Saturday. When he returned
from Cork he told me that he had arranged matters in Cork, and that the property was to be
sold on the following Monday. I mentioned his agreement with me, and said that I did
not think his conduct in the matter was exactly what it ought to bave been. I wounld not
allow the goods to be sold until the claims of the gentlemen who had acted as salvors were
settled ; und when the parties found that they could not sell the goods, they came to terms
and settled my account. They then proceeded to the auction. As if appeared to me, the
auctioneer took down the different items and the sums they brought. They then went
down to the wreck and proceeded to sell the coals, They first wanted to sell the coals for
160 tons, the captain saying that he did not throw over more than six tons; however, I
said that I thought there was more than that thrown over, and ultimately they reduced it
to 150 tons. I took the coals at the lump as 150 tons, at 7s. a ton. After the sale of the
coals, they then proceeded to sell the hull. The auctioneer mentioned everything connected
with the vessel in the hull. There is a statement of his which I put before you, in which
he says, “ to deliver up the copper which is in the house.””—( Two papers were handed in,
showing the items of sale and the amount paid, receipted and stamped.)

Mr. Hughes.] I understood from this that you were aware that there was a quantity of
copper belonging to the ship somewhere ?—There was some in the little house on the cliff,
and the copper that 1 got stripped off the vessel after it was purchased by Captain Hughes,
and the bolts. I thought I might have a ton of the copper in her; but there turned ovt to
be 150 small bolts, about two pounds each, and that only metal ; no copper at all. I have
gome 130 of these bolts in my possession. I got possession of them amfJ E shall keep them.
I have got possession of copper to the extent of abont 7} cwt. 14 lbs., including the
steerage metal, and the sheeting and bolts.

There is a sum of 7. 8s. which I do not quite understand ?—Probably there would be
51 of that for the use of my land.

It is almost unnecessary for me to remind you that there is an officer called the Receiver
of Wreck, and you are aware that when wrecked property comes on shore it is the duty of
the persons taking charge of it to report it to the Receiver of Wreck ?—In my own case I
do not believe the Receiver had anything at all to do with it, because I think that I have a
right to the rayalties myself.

My reason g::r mentioning this to you is this, that your claim of 371 8, as a salvor ought
to be made to the Receiver of Wreck ?—I do not claim as a salvor, I claimed on behalf of
the salvors. I appointed them, and, in my opinion, legally appointed them, and their
claim is as good as gold.

‘We must define what your position was, You stopped the sale until this 377 8s. was
paid ; now the law says that the notice of a salvage claim should be made to the Receiver,
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and that he should stop the sale. I will read you the section of the Act relating to this

point.
Mr. Hughes read the section of the Act rclating to the duties of the Receiver of
Wreck,

Mr. FHughes.] I only wished to show you that it is the duty of the Receiver to detain
that property uniil the salvage and expenses ave paid. I shovld like to know in what capacity
you were acting ; whether it was as a magistrate, representing the Receiver of Wreek, or s
a salvor, or agent for the salvors?—As agent for the salvors, it must have been; and it
was well for those parties whom I appointed that I insisted upon their claim being settled.
I do not think the police have got anything yet. The Coust Guard have not been paid, and
1 think they ought to be hundsomely paid for their services. I think the constabulary
ought also to be paid for their services, and the agents told me that they had settled with
them on ecoming to Clonakilty. ) ) ) )

By Captain Grant.] The copper in my possession was stripped off the ship before the
sale; I got it; I purchased it; everything that wes in the house I purchased; I believe
there was copper taken into the house before I purchased the ship; I cannot say who took
it theve: 1 do not say whether Captain Hughes weos acquainted with that fact or not. 1
appointed my sonsas salvors; I had the best authority from the captain to appoint persons
for that purpose. ) . _

Will you explain the statement we have had, that the captain refused to give up his pos-
session of the ship 7—He did not refuse that persons should be appointed to protect the

ship.

%Jen your sons were not salvors, but the protectors of the ship 7—I think it is pretty
much the same thing; not according to the Merchant Shipping Act, and it is that under
which we are acting. )

How was it that the captain afterwards gave you authority to act as his salvor 7—He
thought it was the best thing he could do. I asked him to give me authority over the
vessel, or I would have nothing to do with her, That was on Tuesday morning.

How was it that you, as a magistrate, having the command of the constabulary, and
having an available body of Coast (?‘zuard, should think it necessary to employ civilians aud
to dismiss the constabulary ?—In the first instance, I must tell you that I have been at very
many wrecks, and a pretty long time in the world ; I have been at wrecks before there were
any constabulary there, or any Coast Guard either ; and I have seen how things were carried
on, and I found that the civilians did the duty as well, and my opinion is that they still do *
it as well, because the civilian has a wmoral influence over the people in his neighbourhood,
and they dare not interfere to that degree which you may suppose; they may possibly pilfer
from coustables, but they would be more liable to be detected by the civilians ; that is my
experience ; I think the country gentlemen would protect wrecks much better than either
police or Coast Guard.

How was it that the civilians did not arrest any one when the police did ?—I told youn in
this case I believe the police came on board about twelve o’clock, and proceeded to interfere
with the salvors I had appointed; [ inquired, and I probably may follow it still farther,
whether a finger was put near one of them by the police, because I understand that they
removed my father-in-law out of this vessel and likewise that one of my sons had to quit
the vessel in consequence of the orders of the police. Why, what state of things must
there be in the country if the gentlemen of the country, on their own property, and legally
appointed by me as salvors, are to be treated in that way ?

As a magistrate, have you had occasion to have any of the constabulary before you for
neglect of duty ?—I do not remember that I have; I think they are a very efficient body ;
but this duty is not exactly the duty which suits them. Of all the wrecks I remember, there
was less pilfering at the wreck of the “ San Franciseo” than any other; and for the very
best reason, there was nothing to steal. I was perfectly justified in dismissing the police,
and I would dismiss them again to-morrow.

You have stated that you dispensed with the services of the police in order to save expense ;
had the police and the %ody of the Coast Guard remained on duty from the wreck of the
vessel to the time of her sale, do you think the expenses of those men would have amoanted
to what you have divided amongst your sons ?—1It is quite a different thing; I do not know
what you do in England, but here we do not expect gentlemen’s sons to be paid at the same
rate as labourers ; you are under a great mistake if you think so.

In your evidence you stated that you did not wish to act in any way so as to impair your
position as a magistrate ; it seems strange that you should get yourself appointed as agent
for the ship, when the recognised agent came down to attend to it. Mr. Coleman came
down showing you the authority under which he wished to act ?—I would do the same thing
at every wreck, and if I did not I would just go home.

With regard to the copper which was in the house, when did you first ascertain that there
was copper placed there 7—I cannot tell you.

h.Dit(ii you take any steps for delivering that property to the Receiver of Wreck ?—I pur-
chased 1t. ;

1t was there before you purchased the property ?—-It was sold at the auction ; it was there
before the auction; it was sold at the anction. : '

Can you inform the Court who brought the copper there ?—-I do not know. I took very
little notice of it.

Do
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Do you think it is probable that it was stolen property 7—I do not know; I never
heard of it until now.

By Mr. Hughes.] How did this copper come into your possession 7—How did what come
into my possession? I told you I purchased nothiny at the auction of the small things
that were in the house. When those things were sold, purchased by strangers, the auctioneer
and parties from Queenstown went down there to where the vessel lay; that is about a
quarter of a mile from my house, and from the place where the auction of the fifst things
took place. He proceeded to sell the coal belouging to the vessel; T purchased the coals;
I did not purchase anything else; don’t rmspnderstand me. Captain Hughes came in and
purchased the hull of the vessel and everything, as I understood, which was in the vessel,
and the copper which belonged to her; that is my impression, 'Then, a few days after, the
auctioneer canme down to my place, and we went down and inspected the vessel, and ex-
amined her timbers, and also saw what quantity of copper there was in her; and a bargain
was struck up with me. [ thought it worth the risk ; I thought [ might have got the vessel
off, and if the weather had held until Mondav I would have got her off, in my opinion; I
had until Saturday to get the coals out, and I could not have had them out until Saturday;
and on that day the weather began to break.

You tell us there were 7 ewt. of copper; how did did he produce this copper to you?—
That 7 ewt. of copper was in this wise. There was 130 bolts, which were alY the bolts that
I could detect in the vessel; there were two pieces of brass which held on the rudder, and
the rest was sheet copper. I believe the sheet copper amounted to about 43 cwt. A great
deal hins been said about this sheet copper, and it really is the bulk of the whole proceed-
ings, the other articles having been taken to my house, und lodged there. My opinion, on
mature reflection, is thut there was about a ton of copper on the vessel. I think the Coast
Guard spoke the truth when they said that. A great deal of this was torn off by the sea,
and some of it is even washing on shore to this day. After I purchased the copper, I saw
a piece of it come in on the beach ; there were two or three folks there, and they bolied
into the sea like fishes and carried the copper away. “ Well,” says I to them, “you have
earned thut at all events,” and I allowed them to take it away ; I thought they had well
earned i'. And so it is—you are holding this investigation,and making all this fuss about
a cocmmon coal vessel with a ton of copper in her; and the fact is that this copper was a
great deal of it carried away by the sea ; and though a large number of persons were said
to be there, I really believe that there were not more than 150 ever saw the vessel, and that
number was composed of men, wowen, and children; and wherever they can pick up any-
thing, they have a propensity to plunder a wreck.

I have yet to learn how this 7 cwt., of copper came into your possession ?—Private
purchase.

You bhought the hull of a private person ; but at the time you bought the hull, I appre-
hend, the copper was not attached to the vessel ; how did it come into your possession?—
It was taken off. There was a man of the name of Donovan, who was employed by Captain
Hughes to take the copper off the vessel, and secure it for him, and of course, when I pur-
chased Captain Hughes’s right to it, I purchased that copper. That was all the copper I
got. I did not get any that had been taken away by anyone,

By Captain Grant.] I think some of the copper was taken off before the sale. I believe
it was lodged in Donovan’s house. I think it was lodged there before it was purchased by
Captain Hughes; that is my impression. I cannot say that Captain Hughes knew the
copper was in that house when he purchased the ship. I think he knew of it being there
when he sold the vessel to me.

The Court was then adjourned until the next day at 11 o'clock.

Taikp Dax.

Court House, Clonakilty, 6 April 13€7.

Az the commencement of the proceedings this day, Mr. Wright, a solicitor of
Clonakilty, stuted that Mr. Thomas Beamish having made some observations the
previons day with reference to the conduct of the police, bhe was desirous of asking
that gentleman whether he would point ont any of the police who had been guilty of
any misconduct.

Mr. Hughes observed, that no legal adviser or advocate could be allowed to take
g‘nrt in the proceedings, but that if Mr. Wright bad any questions to put to Mr.

homas Beamish, such questions, if handed to the Court in writing, would be put to
him, :

Mr. Beamish, senior, stated that his son would be in Court on Monday, and would
then answer any questions that might be put to him.

265. E Mr.
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Mr. RoserT SYNGE, sworn; Cxamined by Mr. Hughes.

I am Lieutenant of the Coast Guard ; T am in charee of the station at Donny Cove; the
immediate locality of the wreck isin my district. T remember the wierk of the vessel «San
Francisco.” I was sick at the {ime; I was unable to uttend at the earlier part of the pro-
cecdings; T attended on the 10th of January. I saw nothing of the travsaction until the
10th of the month. When I got there a good deul of the copper was taken off, but the
people were tolerably quiet ; that was on Thursday, between one and two o’clock. The
vessel was high and dry; she luy ou lier beam-ends.  On the side opposite to me the copper
was nearly all taken away. [ do nct know whether any persons, carpenters, or others, had
been emloyed to take away the copper; T saw no copper in the huuse where the stores
were placed. Noue of the police were on duty when Lirrived at the wreck. I saw some of
Mr. Beamish’s sons there ; they said nothing to me; I did not say anything to them as to
the guaic Leing sufficient or not.  Carr reported to me that the persons appointed by Mr.
Beamish would not render him any assistance whatscever; the people were trying to steal
the copper; and these people would not assist him atall. They were sitting on the rocks,
smoking and 'avghing at him. It was on Wednesday that Carr came and reported to me;
he said he was sick aud tired with exhaustion. I went to the ship every day after; I did
not ohserve any plunder nyself. The people were not rying to plunder when I was there.
There were spars and ropes lying about; the spais were on the 10ad, and the ropes in the
field. They were stripping the ship; that was on Thuwrsday and Friday. They did not
cemplete stripping her then. It was herown crew that was stripping her. 1 was at the
sale. The lots were properly sorted out. I did not see any eopper, nor did T hear anything
about any copper at the sule. I snppose the copper that was taken off the ship was stolen.
I have no idea that any person was employed by the parties in charge of the ship in taking
the copper off the ship, and preserving 1t for those who were concerned in it. I did not see
any copper af all. _

By Mr. Beamish (through the Court)]. The standing riggivg was not carried up to the
house at all; it was in a field close to, above the beach. The men were stripping the ship;
the things were lying there altogether. [ did not see them taken to the house atall. From
the time they were unstripped from the ship they were left on the field. There was no guard
there but the Coast Guard.

Mr. Beamish stated that the ropes were removed either into his own house or into
the house on the cliff.

The Witness (to Mr, Beamish).| I suw no rigging taken up to your house at all.

By Captain Grant. The spars and those things, 1 mean the standing rigeing, were in the
same place on Saturday night as they were on Thursday night, when I first saw them. They
remained in the field ; they were of some weight. I was iuside Cornelius Donovan’s house,
where the stores were taken on the day of the auction. ‘T'he roonis are about eight or nine
feet square. I was only in one room; I do not know of their being any other rooms in the
house. If there had been 7 cwt. or 8 cwt. of copper there, 1 should bave seen it. The
entirance dour would face inland, not towards the sea; that door opens into a room, and
that is the only room I saw,and I did not see any copper there. I attended the auction,

“The leading parties there were the auctioneer, an agent from Mr. Cummins ; and I think the
Captain was there, but I am not sure. I brought forward a claim in behalf of the Coast
Guard at Mr. Beamish’s house ; Mr. Beamish, the auctioneer, the agent, and Mr, Foster
were present. I think the claim amounted to 117.18s. They agreed to it at once; and
then Mr. Beamish asked me whether I would look to Liin for it, or whether I would take
those gentlemen’s word that they would give it me, and I said I would take their word. Mr.
Beamish originally named the sum of 9 /. as the claim for the Coast Guard, but I said
that was not enough. I did not prefer a claim until Mr. Beamish nawed this soin himself.
I to!d him that I had a claim against the ship for the services of the Coast Goard. When
Mr. Beamish handed in his own account, he included in it a claim for the Coast Guard;
that was the firsttinie 1 heard of hig makifig any claim for us. It was without my sanction
that he included the claim for the Coust Guard in his claim. I have not yet been paid that
account.

Is that the account you sent in (handing a paper to the Witness)? Yes, that is the one.
There wus no account produced at the time of the sale. There was no conversation with
regard to the amount at Mr, Beamish’s house, except that it would be paid directly the sale
was over. On the completion of the sale, they gave me a written paper to say that they
would pay on the production of some printed form, and it turned out that there was no
printed form required. I bave a copy of the Coast Guard instructions in my possession ; it
contaios a form on which the Coast Guard claim for “Travelling and Subsistence.” That
form was sent to the Receiver. I think it was not given to the agent. He had only our
verbal word for the actual amount claimed for the services of the Coast Guard at the time.
I did not know what form the auctioneer alluded to; and I wrote 1o the Receiver to know
what printed form he was to have, and he said there was no printed form required, I forget
the total amount of the claim Mr. Beamish made; there was a claim for a boat, and 6 2, for
each of his sons and the police. He claimed for everybody in that document. I think Mr.,
Beamish afterwards put forward his claim by itself; but T was not present; they came down
to settle when I was not there. I presume the agent, the auctioneer, Mr. Beamish, and Mr.
Foster settled the claim between them.
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Mr. BripLE, Chicf Boatman in charge, recalled ; Examined by Mr. Hughes.

I was at the sale on Monday the whole time. I took an account of what was sold, and T
have a memorandum of it.

Could you tell us from the memorandum what was the totl amount of the proceeds of the
sale?—Yes (referving to a paper), 1911, 6s. is the amount. Everything is down there to
the best of my knowledge (handing the paper to Mr. Hughes). 1 firmly believe, upon my
oath, that in this document I have got everything that was sold. | amn quite confident that
every one of those lots is accurately stated.

There is a lot sold for 52 . 10 s., what was that ?—I think that was for the coals.

What is this 857 ?7—That was for the ship.

You stated that you believe that this is an accurate statement of the number of lots, and
the total proceeds of the sale ?—I do. The lots were all sold outside the house. I know
the nuwber of sails in use vpon the ship; they were all disposed of to the best of my
knowledge. With the exception of what wus under the ship in the sand, the copper was
taken off the ship before the sale. I do not know what became of that copper. The
small siores were taken to Donovan’s house. [ saw no quantity of copper amongst the
stores. I saw no persons legally employed to strip the ship of her copper. I was there
from Monday until Thursday, and then I was there again on Saturday, and agan on Mon-
day, and I can state that no persons were legally ewploye:l during the perio:i that I was on
guard in stripping her of her copper. | saw a sheet or two sold at the sale, a very little
quantity. The auciioneer tried to get the best price he could for the ship. He made no
reference to any copper that would be found elsewhere, when he put the ship up for sale.
He sold the hull as 1t was, and, of course, what was in her, except the coals.

By Cajitain Grant.] Where was the ship put up for sale >—On the road abreast of the
ship. I know Danovan’s house ; I have been in all the rooms in his house; on Monday I
was there. 1 saw no stores there at all but what belonged to Donovan himself. Had
there been eight cwt. of copper in any room in that house I am quite confident [ should
bave seen it. I state confidently that there was no copper in the house on Monday. I
could not see any, and | went into every room of the house. There are only two rooms, and
I was in both of them, and the copper was not there then.

M;r. Hughes (to Mr, Beamisk).] “ According to your evidence of yesterday, there was a
quantity of 7 or 8 cwt. of copper that you obtained and purchased somewbere, after
the sule, and we want to know where that property came from, and how it eame back into
Donovan’s house ?—1I should like to sell it to you.

Caprain Grant (to Mr. Beamish.)] Yesterday you stated that there was 7 cwt. or 8 cwt.
of copper iu Douovan’s house 7—Oh, no; you must have taken it wrong. I asked you
four or five times on that poi.t, I most distinctly asked you that question.—You misunder-
stood my answer : [ will account for the copper. I told you that there were about 150
small bolts containing about 21bs. each, and I got something over 130 of them; that
I believe would make sometihing about 2} ewt. of copper. There was then the copper
which kept on the rudder, [ think about half cwt.,and the remainder was sheet copper,

which of course must have been taken off. It wasremoved by Donovan, and put into
this house.

Mr. Hughes remarked that there was a large quantity of copper unaceounted for.

Mr. Beamish said that he believed there was some copper in the house at the time,
but that after he purchased the coals, and after the copper and all that was purchased
by Captain Hughes, be did not concern himself at all about the auction.

Mr. Bridle came forward, and said that he had just been informed thal the ship only
sold for 552, not 651 ; he had only put it down to the best of his knowledge ; he thought
it was an indistinct figure that caused him to make the wistake.

Mr, Beamish said, I should like to add some statements to the evidence I gave yester-
day; and I think this latitude ought to be allowed, inasmuch as the evideace, with few
exceptions, is on one side, very litile having been taken on the other side, excepting as pro-
ceeding from Mr, Gallway, my son, and myself. I should particularly wish that what I
am about to say may be taken down by the shorthand writer.

Gentlemen, when I was appointed to act as agent by Captain (faribaldi, and when the
document, which 1 considered gave ample and sufficient authority was signed, the very first
thing I did was to dismiss the police. That I considered it my duty to the underwriters of
the vessel,if she had been insured, and if not insured, to the owners of the vessel and cargo.
My next step was to see to the dismissal of the Coast Guard; and for that purpose I
spoke to my son, I do not know which of them, to iniimate to the Coast Guard that it
was my inlention lo dispense with their services. The message was conveyed to me that
the Coast Guard stated that they would not leave without the orders of their supeiior
officer. I consider that I had no power whatever of removing them ; that they mizht there
remain in defiance of my authority, and what I intended to do after the proceeds of the
auetion, which should, properly speaking, have come into my hands in the usual way, as
being the agent legally appointed by the Captain—but overruled and supplanted, I won’t
say how properly or improperly—by the Messrs. Cummins; when that money had come into
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my hands, would have been ample time for the Coast Guard to have put in their claim in
the usual way, either to have served the Receiver of Droits, or to have served the Callectqr
of Customs with the ordinary and proper notice, and the full security of them nnd their
claims could in the ordinary way have come before the magistrates of this Bench, and what-
ever they awerded them, it was my determination to pay. Well, now gentlemen, that
settles affairs so far as I am concerned, either with reference to the underwriters, should
there be any, or with reference to the owners of the vessel and cargo.

Now, then, with respect to my own personal conduct. On ithe 14th, it was the day of
the aunction; mind you, I permitted that auction to go on; I watched Mr. Cummius in his
proceedings, reserving to myself the full power of acting under that instruction which I
held to be Jegal and sufficient, to interfere in any way which I thought was advisable; and
interfere I did, in the case of the auction, At the time of the auction I purchased the cargo
of the vessel ; in four days I think afterwards, I purchused by private sale fiom the auc-
tioneer the property which Captain Hughes had purchased, and paid the amount in pre-
sence of witnesses, Therefore, to all intents and purposes, both the cargo and the vessel,
and the different other articles which were purchased by Hughes, came into my possession
by a fair and equitable purchase. When that was so, now mind you, you might suppose
that a dozen of the Coast Guard and a dozen of the puolice were necessary to the protec-
tion of that property, but I say it, with every respect to you gentlemen, how did I act to
protect my private property ? [ protected that property by appointing two of my people,
and my sons too. [ had no constables, no Coast Guard ; ihe property was mine, my private
property, let it be known and understood ; and I have no objection to let it go forth on the
wings of the wind, that I, residing at Muckross, having purchased the bulk of this property,
did protect it with two of my men ; and after I had kept these two men, who remained up
that night, in a few days I dismissed them altogether, and had no persons at all either by
day or night. [ meantion ihis to you to show that the moral influence which I possessed
was sufficient to protect this property, and that the view which you appear in your
examination to have taken, that I was not justified in dismissing four of the police, is a mis-
taken view ; that my act was perfectly just, proper, and becoming, and that the vessel was
my own private property ; and that I protected that property with two of the country people
which belong to the place.

Now, gentlemen, you may be perhaps, from your habits, I dare say you are, English.
You may he more acquainted with the habits of the English people; but as far as we are
coucerned here, the gentlemen of this country will not Le satisfied to act as common
labourers, nor will they act in that capacity which you, with every degree of respect, would
be willing to put my sons into. Their position in society ; three of those men do not live
in my house; they are independent of me, and I state that though 6 % was paid to each of
them, it was inadequate remuneration for their services, and not a sixpence of it went into
my pocket; and that though T was justified in receiving this paliry sum of 1014, I received
nothins except merely 5 L. for the use of my land, which it.is well known by every person here
was a very small sum indeed ; it might have been better both for the owners of the property
aod all concerned, that this vessel had remained in my hands, that it had gone on in the
ordinary way; but as others thought proper to supplant me, I have nothing whatsoever to
do with the accounts which are furnished to you, but I have performed my dutv honourably
and honestly.

Gentlemen, I can further say, and it will appear from the evidence, that the police—and
I have every respect lor the police—I believe them to be a most efficient force, but I believe
they arein a measure out of place when put to protect wrecks; they are in my opinion a
military force. And when they went upon that vessel, [ am informed, between 11 and 12
o'clock, to seize upon an old man, my father-in-law, a gentleman, and command my sons
to quit that wreck, though my sons acted under my authority as a magistrate, though I had
legally, properly, and constitutionally appointed them salvors, and it was their bounden
duty as my soos, and living on my property, to see that these things were carried properly
into effect, I say for any policeman receiving his 1s. 6d. or 2s. a day to do so—and,
gentlemen, 1 would wish to impress upon you that if you think by inverting society, by
putting common officers in the place of gentlemen of proper iutelligence and worth ; it by
any means that should once be effected, and that if the magistrates of this country are
degraded by imposing over them stipendiaries —1 say that the glory of old England is set for
-ever, and her sister island will perish in the sea. | do feel that 1t would be my duty that
if I could get evidence against any constable who attempted to put a finger upon any one
that I appointed, and to remove them from that position, I say, if I can get evidence, I shall
produce it here to the magistrates of this bench, and I trust they will prove that they will
supPort the gentlemen of this country. You, gentlemen, acting on the part of the Board
of Trade, you shall have every advantage from me’ that I can put you in possession of.
I fear not your utmost; do your business; [ am here to set you at defiance; I know the
rectitude of my conduct. I care as little about that petty business of the *“ San Francisco,”
and her value of 200 L, as I care for 200 pence. My son will be here, and we defy you.
I am here to prove what I have stated ; I have simply done my duty; it is for you now
to do yours.

Mr. Hughes.] 1 have one or two words to say with reference to the eloquent, but not
very temperate, speech that has been delivered by Mr. Beamish. It appears to me that
there is a disposition rather to disparage this inquiry, and the officers conducting it. There
is no doubt whatever that the law relating to wreck here is precisely the same as it is in

England ;
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England ; I believe it is administered as fairly and as justly here as in England ; and I have
not the slightest doubt that the county magistrates will do their duty as justly as they doin
England. At the same time, I think it is but right to say that it is rather out of place on
the part of Mr. Beamish to make these disparaging observations, for [ am quite sure he
will admit that every courtesy hes been shown to him by us on this inquiry. We have
no defiance to throw out to anyone, we are merely doing a plain simple duty, entrusted to
us by the Board of Trade ; that duty is to elicit in this case, us in others, what are the
circumstances which have attended the plundering of a ship to a very large extent, before
she was sold. It is nota question of amount, it is the question of organization for the
protection of wrecked property, and the demoralization resulting from its not being properly
protected. I maintain that there is a quantity of this property still unaccounted for, and T
am quite sure that Mr. Beamish has no disposition to prevent us from ascertaining the
facts, and those facts we are determined to ascertain if we can. Mr. Beamish has thought
proper to speak of his private property and manorial rights, and of his position as a
magisirate of the county; he has spoken also of his position as the agent for the ship.
There is no doubt in my mind that he was justly the agent of the ship, when he was
appointed by the coptain. But I think he must admit that at the time when these gentle-
men, his sons and father-in-law, were first appointed salvors, he was not the legally
appointed agent of the ship. He was not appointed until Tuesday afternoon. There are
circumstances in connection with this matter which still require explanation. There isa
quantity of copper—I tell Mr. Beamish plainly, not as affecting himself, but as affecting
this inquiry—that there is a quantity of copper which we have not yet had accounted for;
it was taken from the ship, and we want to know more pariicularly what became of it.
I am sorry if Mr. Beamish understands an implied censure upon him; it is not that. We
are here to obtain information, and to report to the Board of Trade the result of that
information, as we have done in other cases; and I repeat, I am rather sorry that Mr.
Beamish should have gone out of his way in order to throw out defiance to the officers
conducting this inquiry.

Mr. Beamish.] 1 think that, sitting there as chairman, you have performed your duty
admirably, and I thank you, gentlemen, for the kindness you have manifested in listening
to me. Anything I have said was given utterance to under the feeling that as 1 was the
principal salvor, 1t was thought that any portion of copper which might have been there,
came into my possession in any way improperly, thereby implying a theft; what every
man with comron feeling will feei indignant about. If any attempt be made to imply that
a purchase made by me of another man, that I could in any way have come into possession
of property which did not belong to me, it would be perfect robbery. There has been a
large number of p.lice examined here, and a large number of thz coast guard, all upon
one side.

WMr. Hughes.] 1 distinetly stated that the inquiry was without prejudice to any person
whatsoever ; and I would again state that the object of the inquiry is not so much as
Mr. Beamish terms it, the paltry coal vessel which came on shore at Muckross, but to
ascertain whether the arrangements are such as can or ought to be maintained in future.

Captain Grant.] I wish to add, that I entirely coincide with what my colleague has
stated before, but I do not wish to allow the opportunity fo pass without entering my
protest also against the expressions as to the stipendiary magistrates being placed over
others on the bench. I do not wish to make any further observation ; I simply say that a
remark of that nature ought not to be allowed 1o pass without protest.

Mr. Beamish said that he considered that he had the authority of the Captain to appoint
salvors; and thuat salvors were appointed by him, and that as such he considered that the
constabulary should be in subjection to the salvors; and that the constables were not justi-
fied in the slightest degree in interfering with the salvors he had appointed. He wished it
to go forth on the wings of the wind that what he did was legal and constitutional.

Mr. Hughes stated that Mr. Beamish’s remarks would be fairly represented at head
quarters, and that nothing would be said that was not just and fair to him.

Captain Grant (to Mr. Beamisk).] You have siated that this inquiry was one-sided, as
we have examined all the police and the coast guard ; we have put it to you several times
whether you have any witnesses to bring forward whom we might examine on your behalf;
we have no one whom we can call properly, except those we know to have been concerned
in this matter. We have sent for the auctioneer; he has been summoned, but he cannot
attend until Monday, but he will be under examination before the inquiry closes. If you at
anytime are able 10 throw light upon the subject, and can bring forward witnesses, we shall
be most happy to examine them in the same way we have conducted the inquiry hitherto.

Mr., Beamish.] You shall have abundant evidence that seven and half cwt. of copper
came into my possession rightly.

Mr. CorEMAN, recalled ; Examined by Mr, Hughes.

Ix the account placed before us, there is a claim by you of 86L 9s. 7d., have you a
copy of that?—No; the 86/ was my claim for the entire expenses; it was subsequently
settled for 6 2. 17s. :

By Captain Grant.] [ have lost 80 L by the transaction. g 1

Mr. Hughes.] You mean to say that you would have been 30 /. more in pocket if you
had got the whole amount you claimed. .
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By Captain Grant.] Have you lost 801 of your own money ?—Oh, no. * The amount I
received, 6 1. 17 s., was the actual amount that i spent : I included the expenses of Captain
Hughes in auciioning the vessel. He directed me to employ four men in taking away the
rodder irons that were up her side, and as much of the copper as I could ; I agreed with
the man «of the house, then, at the rate of five shillings a week, to give us the use of the
little house; and, up to this time, I included that claim in the bill I sent down; { never
got a farthing from the Captain for the Iabour of those men up to this time.

By Mr. Hughes.] 1 aitended the sale. I did not keep an account of the various ilems
Mr., Bridle was the person who did, I think. I do not know the amount of the sale.

By Captain Grant.] Did you hear what the total amount was at the time of the sale 7—
I could not recollect, I asked Mr. Hogan twice about it; and he said, he had not time to
make it out before he left town. -

Mr. Hughes.] 1 am sorry, gentlemen, that owing to the absence of the auctioneer, we
are under the necessity of adjourning the Court. He told us the other day that, if the fine
was 100 ., he could not come before Monday, and that, therefure, if we summoned hiw, he
should be obligell 1o pay the fine. He has since been summoned, and will be here, we
trast, with Mr. Houan, the clerk ot Messrs. Cammins, on Monday ; and it will be for us
then to uscertain all the information we can relative to the sale of this property; and il any
gentleman in court chroses to bring forward anyone who can give us further information,
we shall be much opliged to him for doing so, The Court is now adjourned until Monday,
at eleven o'clock.

[ Adjourned accordingly until Monday next, at Eleven o’elock.

Fountm Davy.

Court House, Clonakilty, 8 April 1867.

A Letler was handed in by Mr. Beamish from the Inspecting Commander, dated the 28th
Felruary, relative to the Coast Guard claim of 11 4 18s. 6 d. That Letter, together with
Mr. Beamish’s Reply to the same, dated the 1st March 1867, was read.

Mr. Beamish.] AND now, gentlemen, I see by the letter you forwarded to me from Cork,
that you are conducting this inquiry under the 14th section of the “ Merchant Shipping
Act, 1854.” 1 have been looking at that section, and I find it 10 be as follows : (reads the
section referred to). Now, as I have been in a measure placed in rather an awkward posi-
tion, I would wish to know from you, gentlemen, under which of these heads do you now
carry out your inquiry ? or, I ask you, rather, what is your object at present, or to what
should 1 apply myself to give you every satisfuction which may be in my power; whether
your object is, as I take it, from that letter of Captain Jones, to see that the payment of
11L odd should be made to the coast guard ; or, in fact, what is your object at all? If
it be 111 odd, I think the case is as clear as possible ; that is, that the cuast guard put in
tI:e[ir claims in the usual way ; if this be your object, Mr. Synge is the person you should
look to.

Mr. Hughes.] 1 think we shall save you some little inconvenience by explaining that it
is not that; it is the whole question of the preservation and protection of wrecked property ;
and to enakle you the more clearly to understand what is the nature of the duties we have
been entrusted with by the Board of Trade, I shall read to you the letter appointing my
gallant friend, and myself, and also the authority vonder which we hold this court.

f{i\;h.A Htuiykes read the letter and his appointment as inspector, under the 14th section
of the Act.

“ Under this authority, we are here to inquire into the circumstances attending the
wreck of the ¢ San Francisco,” It is not a question affecting salvage ; it is not a ques-
tion of expense; but it is a question as to the mode in which the property was
protected or not protected ; under whose charge it was from the time it came ashore
up to the time of the avction; and I believe I can most truly say that we have con-
fined ourselves entirely to those circumstances. With reference to your question as to
the coast guard, and the expenses that were incurred, it is only an ineidental matter,
of comparatively little importance. We want to ascertain whether the gentleman who
first took charge of this property, as a magistrate, did the duty required of him, or not;
and whether the Receiver, the Coast Guard, the constabulary, and others, did. their
duty, as required by law, and if they did not, why not. I say again, that our pro-
ceedings have been conducted hitherto without prejudice to zny one, and they will
continue to be so condueted,” A !

Mr. Beamish.] 1 have now to ask you whether you will carry your inquiry still further,
and inquire into wrecks which occurred here upon this coast two years ago, and auother
soon after the *“ San Francisco,” near the same place. -

Mr. Hughes.] We have no special instructions in that matter. If that is introduced as
collateral evidence, with the view of showing how property could be better protected in
future, there would be no objection to it; but it is almost irrelevant, unless it is introduced
with that object.

Mr. Beamish.]
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Mr, Beamish.] You have it in evidence by the police, that up to Tuesday at four o’clock,
comparatively speaking, there was little of the copper of the vessel plundered or taken
away. Is that the sum and substance of their evidence ?

Mr. Hughes.] 1 believe there was not much stolen up to Tuesday afternoon,

Mr. Beamish.] You have it in evidence by the coast guard that, comparatively speak-
ing, all the copper was taken away before the police were dischurged.

Mr. Hughes.] That is not so. There is a conflict of cpinion as to when the copper was
stolen; but there iz no doubt upon our minds that at whatever time it was stolen, a very
large quantity of copper was plundered from that ship.

Mr. Beamish.] Well, gentlemen, you have now to consider as to the quantity of yellow
metal that was not copper which was upon the vessel ; in my opinion, there was little more
than a ton altocether.

Mr. Hughes.] There is a difference of opinion upon that point; if you cun give us any
evidence as to the quantity that was upon the vessel when she came ashore, and the quan-
tity that was left w?]en she was sold by auction, we shall be zlad to have such evidence.

Mr. Beamish.] 1 would say that [ have been at o great many wrecks, and in vo weeck
that 1 have seen would your inquiry be of so little effect as in this, because here there was
nothing to plunder except this copper.

Mr. Hughes.] It is quite clear that Mr. Beamish is of opinion that because the propeity
that was taken away was of small value, the question before the public is of very little
importance; [ must express a different opiniou; it is not entirelv a question of value, but
of the evil effects upon the people when they are allowed to plunder wrecks without intcr-
ruption by the proper authorities. We bad better go to Lhe evidence. Is there any person
in court who will come forward and tell us what quantity of copper was plundered or not?
(To Mr. Beamish.) Would you produce any evidence? Theie is no one in this court who
can give us that information so well as you can yourself.

r. Beamish.] I shall be happy to eive you any informatien I can,

Mr. Hughes (to Mr. Beamish).] Will you kindly tell us what quantity of copper was
sold at the auction 7—I could not tell you that, for I was not there; I was at the auction,
so far as the auction of the coals was concerned, I purchased the couls at the auction. [
was present at the sale of the vessel.—* What were the condi‘ions of sale >—Was there any-
thing said by the auctioneer to the effect, that if there was any copper in any mun’s house,
or anywhere else, that the purchaser of the ship would be entitled to it if he could get it 77
—I tﬁink he said that he sold the hull, the masts, and everything in the vessel, and on
ber; that is what I belicve to be the fact, When that was sold I gave wyself no further
concern in the matter.

Mr. Hughes.] Some one bought from Mr. Hoffman the bull of the vessal, with every-
thing that was in and on her at the time?—Yes.—Independently of what was in and on
her at the time, there was a large quantity of copper sheathing, and other things somewhere
else?>—No, there was a small quantity in that little house, Donovan’s house.—That was
Rurchased by Captain Hughes, [ understand ; subsequently I purchased the hull from

Ir. Hoffinan; he cume to my house ; I suppose he cane to receive his money. I did not
purchase any copper between the time of the sale and the time Mr. Hoffman came doan
to sell the holl. That was on Wednesday, or Thursday, after the auction; he asked me
to purchase the ship. When I bought-the hull, as she was, with what was in an:l on her,
from Mr. Hoffmau, on behalf of Captain Hughes, I considered that T bought exactly what
Captain Hughes purchased at the anction.

Ir. Hughes.] “ Will you let us know how you came into the possession of this 7} ewt.
14 Ibs. of copper?”—A part of that consisted of bolts in the vessel; the bolts made
23 ewt,, I think ; the rudder irons were yellow metal ; they amounted to about hulf a eut.,
that is, the metal on the rudder. 'This half ewt., as well as the 2} cwl., was comprised in
the quantity in Donovan’s hcuse. The remainder consisted of sheath copper; I could not
tell how much I got of that; some of it was in the house at the t me of the auction;
probably it was taken from the people that might have been plundering it akout the
beach, It was sold at the auction. Then the balance was taken off the ves-el, and putmto
Donovan’s house; and then, when it was sold to me, Mr. Hoffman handed wme the key of
the house, and in that hounse I got what copper I have. ,

Mr. Hughes.] There is a discrepancy which we want explained; we have hed it in evi-
dence, three or four times over, that all the copper that was in the possession of the aucti-
oneer was 10 or 12 pounds, and that was sold separately from the huoll; we have therefore>
4 cwt. to account for.

Mr. Beamish.] In my mind you are committing an error. When Captain Hughes
bought that vessel, he set men to work to strip the vessel of the remaining portion of the
corper, and this remaining portion of copper was put into this same house. I think you
will have sufficient evidence, now, to prove that all the copper in the house was taken out
;nd sold at the auction. It was broaght back again by Captain Hughes, and put into the

ouse,

Mr, BripiLE, recalled; Examined by Mr. Hughes.

I wasat the sale,

After the swall stores, ropes, and rigging, and spars, had been sold, was there a small
quantity of copper that was taken out of a small house 7—There was a small lot,

What quantity would there be in that lot —About 10 or 12 pounds, lIam certain there
was not a quarter of a hundred weight. I can swear positively to that. I wasin Donovan’s
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house an bour before the sale, sitting down where the things were, and I saw no copper
there at all. There was none in or about the house at that time.

Corxerivs DoNovan, sworn ; Examined by Mr. Hughes.

I z1vE in a small house near where the wreck ocenrred.  Some of the stores of the ship
were carried to my house from time to time. T could not say when they first began to put
the copper in my house. I had nothing to do with it until the day of sale. I was em-

loyed shifting the riguing inside the house, before the day of sale; I could see nothing
outside while I was inside. I slept at home every night. There was a little copper put
into my house. I could not tell how much; I do not think there was much. I was at the
auction. The sailors brought all the copper out of my house for the purpose of selling it ;
there was not any left anywhere about my house ; I swearit. It was all cleared out. I
cannot say whether the auctioneer sold it or not. After the sale they began to get the
copper off the vessel, because Captain Hughes agreed with me for stripping the vessel, and
to take away the gravel from under her; and 1 took away as much copper as I could get.
We began to strip the vessel afier purchasing her; it was on Tuesduny, nnd we went on until
Friday. Aswe got it off we put it into the house. Then Mr. Benmish sent his horse and
cart, and we got all the house cleared our. 1 really could not say how much there was
came into my louse. There was no copper brought into my house 1hat had been plundered.
I was about the wreck all the time on and off. There was a deal of copper taken off
by the waves when she came on shore. I do not know whether any was plundered or not.
I supvose some was carried away. I know that some of them stole the copper.

(The Witness endeavoured somewhat to evade the examination; but being closely
pressed, he admitted his knowledge of the fact that a certain portion of the property
had been plundered.)

There was more stripped off by the waves than by the people. There was some of it
plundered, of course. I was guarding the copper for Cuptain Hughes; before that time,
the coast guard and the police were in charge of it.

By Captain Grant.] My house is on the top of the cliff. I slept in the house. I
remember Thursday night, after the wreck of 1he vessel. I ought to remember, because
I could not but recollect everything. I heard pistols fired. T did not go out of my house;
I went down to my bed, and I went asleep, becanse I was not paid for being up ; and I did
not want to be up, since I would not get paid forit. I did not turn out of bed nutil day-
light came on. I began to work on Tuesday morning, after the sale. They brought copper
into my house on that day. Mr. Coleman used to bring the key home; he used to come
here, to my own house, and used to take out the key every morning, because I would not
keep the key myself at all. -

Mr. CoLemAN, recalled ; Examined by Mr. Hughes.

Taz hull of the vessel was sold to Captain Hughes on the day of the auction. I do not
know what he gave for it. It was sold with everything that was in and on her. At that
time there were some 10 or 12 lbs. of copper sold in a separate lot; Captain Hughes
bought that lot. All the copper that was not on the beach was bought by Captain Hughes.
It was taken into the little house. Captain Hughes left the ship in my churge on Monday
afternoon.  On the following Tuesday be ordeved me to employ men to strip the remaining
]‘Eorlion of the copper, to remove the entire of it, and to take down as much of copper ns

could. I employed a number of persons for that purpose. I left my son in charge
during the day, and told Denovan 1o Ering back the key into Clonukilty, and left two men
to take care of the house where the copper was. As far as we could get at the copper we
took it ont. We had pretty well got it all off on Friday.

At the time when tﬁe sale took place to Mr. Beamish, what quantity of copper was in
Donovan’s house ?—There could be no copper in Donovan’s house, except that which we
took from the ship; there were not many bolts, only the sheet copper, and o sort of brass
piece belonging to the rudder. I think it would not be more than 8 cwt. or 4 cwt. of
copper; that quantity was stri%ped by me off the ship and put into Donovan’s house.

bere was a charge made by yoa of 861 9s. 7d. upon the wreck ?—There was: I
included in that charge the expenses of stripping the wreck. I included everything.

After the sale the property was in the hands of some other person, how could you charge
it against the ship >—I did not charge it against the ship.

afrm made a bill against Captain Garibaldi and the owners, whereas, in fact at that time,
the property did not belong to these parties at all; it belonged to Captain Huuhes 7—
I furnished the bill, and T put the particulars in one sheet, to Mr. Cummins; I placed the
whole in Mr. Cummins’ bands.

Mr. Hughes.] If you brought an action against Captain Guaribaldi for this muney, the
Court would not hear you ; it was the person who bought the ship that had to pay you, I
understood from Captain Hughes that I was to furnish the entire bill.

By Captain Grant.] I received instructions from Captain Hughes on the Monday even-
ing, that I was to strip the ship. I had some people to do so on the Monday night, they
commenced to work the moment I received instructions, Captain Hughes gave me autho-
rity before he left. :

Mr. Wright being present in court—
Mr. Hughes said, I think, Mr. Wright, you wished to put certain questions to Mr.
- - Thomas
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Thomas Beamish. I have before stated that there is no accusation against any one, that
we came here without prejudice, and that we have no charge to make against any person
whatever. I do not mean to say, that if in our report we kave oceasionally to speak
strongly of any person, that we shall not express cur upinion with reference 1o the cenduct
of such person, but it is not a Conrt for eriminating any one.

Mr. Wright.] 1 do not wish to interfere, but what I ask of you, as a matter of justice to
a force that has been aspersed by a witness, is, that you should ask the names of tde parties
who committed the acts alleged to have been committed ; when those ucts were committed;
and where they were committed? Those are the three questions I wish to ask Mr, Thomas
Beamish.

Mr. Tromas Beamish, recalled ; before the Questions were pat to the Witness,

Mr. Beamiskh, senior, said,—Perhaps you will allow me to make an observation. The
parties concerned now are the police, and the coasi-guard. These are public bodies ;
and [ think it right, and only just to say of both of them, that of all the wreeks that
I save scen, the disposition generally, on the part of those who are there to protect the
property, was not actually to punish the unfortunate people (for you may call them un-
fortunate), but rather to preserve the property for the owners, and to do it in the best pos-
sible way. In my. neighbourhood 1 should not wish to see a wreck at all, because it
thoroughly demoralises the people. In the case of the “San Franciseo,” there could be
nothing to plunder, except whatever portion of copper was plundered. There was a wreck
which occuired some distance from that, where a valuahle cargo of wheat was lost, and
this vessel was well coppered ; and the place where the wreck occurred was at such a dis-
tance, and the wreck was so torn up, that larze quantities of property were scattered up
and down, and an immense amount of plunder took place. It was impossible for the
police to have protected it, because their exertions were confined to one particular spot. If
the Jaw was carried stringently into effect, there is no doubt that shipwrecked property may
be protected ; but, as I stated before, I do not think the police, or the coast-gnard, actually
are the persons to protect shipwrecked property.

Mr. Hughes.] We are rather of a different opinion in that matter; had it not been
for the police, and the coast-guard, we believe there would have been a great deal
more plunder.

Mr. Huqhes further stated that the subject was rather irvelevant, and could not
be further proceeded with.

My, Thomas Beamish said,—I wish to state that it is rather difficult io get any evi-
dence against the police, as the country people are afraid of them. They have sworn
that my brother and myself were smoking and laughing on the beach. I further state,
that in my opinion Lieutenant Synge must have smoked something stronger than
tobacco, by which he saw double, and I would like to know what Mr. Synge did
himself.

By Mr. Wright (through the Courz).] Could you bring any evidence to prove that
the police connived at the cotton wreck, at the improper disposal of property ?—I have
Leard that the police, and the coast-guard also, connived at this wreck, and that they
spent their time mostly asleep in the house,

By Mr. Hugkes.] Could you specify any particular instance in which either the police,
or the coust-guard, have connived at a specific act of robbery ?7—About the night of
the 30th of Janvary 1865, my brother and myself, and another man took a lot of
wrecked property of the ** Numero Quairo,” and gave it in charge of the police, and
those things were not forthcoming in the morning, and my brothers can swear to that.
I mean to say that they were not forthcoming, and that they were given in charge to
the police. Can you specify the names cf the police?—Constable Driscoll was oue, and
Constable Clements was there too,

Mr, Clements,| Yes, we admit that we were there.

The Witness.] I say ihat they were stolen away, and that the police must have winked
at-it. This was in January 1865.

Captain Grant.] It is fair to warn you that you need not say anything by which you will
render yourself liable to proceedings in another Court ?—I am not at all afraid of anything
that may be dene ; there is plenty of evidence; and if these people are brought forward,
they have no right to be prosecuted afterwards for it.

Mr. Hughes.| A statement is voluntarily made in this Court; you are not asked any-
thing about it, but you voluntarily state that the police would, if an opportunity occurred,
sucrifice their duty for a small glass of whiskey ?—I say it is the common report of the
people in general, that they do tuke this whiskey from them, and that they allow wrecked
property to be taken; and if civilians were not there, it is but very little wrecked property
would be forthcoming at all,

Mr. Hughes.] Let us confine ourselves to the “San Francisco” ; the property was un-
sold from one Monday to another, the police were backwards and forwards at least for.
two days; can you say, from your own knowledge, that there was any impropriety on
the part of the police during that time ; that you either witnessed it, or became acquainted
with it?—] wish to bring evidence forward to prove my statement, and I thiuk it can be
done if you allow me to call witnesses. 1 wish Cornelius Driscoll to be called.

265. T
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Corxgurus Driscory, sworn ; Examined by Mr. Hughes :

Berore giving his evidence, the Witness was informed by Mr. Beamish, senior,
that he was not bound to criminate himself, nor, in a general way, was he bound to
criminate others.

M. Hughes (to the Witness).] You will understand that you may refuse to answer any
question put to you, for the reason given by Mr, Beamish,
Captain Grant.] Do you clearly understand that ?—(No reply).

The Fitness was understood to say (in the Irish tongue) that he could not tell his
story in English,
Constable Hogun was employed as interpreter.

By Mr. Hughes (through the Zuterpreter).] Irecollect the wreck of the “San Francisco.”
I saw the police at the wreck.

Did you see any improper conduct on their part7—I did not see them do a bit that was
wrong.

Bng r. Thomas Beamish (through the Court).] Did you hear any of the coast-guard
say anything to a wan of the name of Pairick Driscoll, and that he tuld him to hurry over
it 7—I saw Driscoll, aund he was taking copper off the vessel; and he said that Carr (one
of the coast-guard) struck him with a tuck stick. I did not hear him say anything but
that he struck him with the stick.

Mr. T7omas Beamish said, that the witness had told him previously that he heard
Carr, a coast-guard, tell # man of the name of Patrick Driscoll to take the copper off
the vessel, and that when thuir backs were turned he told him to hurry with it.

Mr. Hughes (to the Witness).] Did Carr tell him to hurry with it ?—No, he did not.
Did he suy anything to the wan when he struck him 7—I could nut say that he did.

Mr. Hughes stated that upon consideralion, it was better not to proceed further into
the inquiry with relerence to the conduct of the police; some of the magistrates of the
county were present, and they wight inquire further into the matter, if they thought

roper,
i Mr. Wright asked whether it was not due to the police, and to the coast-guard who
has been assailed voluntarily, and causelessly by Mr. Beamish, that an opinion should
be expressed in the public Court that there was not the scintilla of foundation for those
charges.

Mr. Hughes said, that before the Court closed some observations would be made
upon the subject.

Mr. Thomas Beamish said that he did not think it right that the inquiry should
drop in that way, lie had stated what he believed to be true, and he was not ashamed
to come before any one and state it.  He thought that the inquiry had been conducted
in a very one-sided manuer, and that there was no desire for a fair and candid inquiry.

Mr. Hugles said that he felt it his duaty to state that Mr, Thomas Beamish would
have manifested more discretion if he had conducted himself in a different manner.

Major Gillman, 3.Pp., inquired whether in the event of any proceedings bein
bronght belove the magistrates, the information given in this Court would be evidence !

Mr. Hughes thought not. This was merely a court of inquiry to obtain information.

Mr. Hungerford, 5.®,, said, as the oldest magistrate in this district, I must state,
that we simly came here accidentally to witness what was going on, and that any
case brought before the bench of magistrates will receive their unbiased. attention,
without any reference to what hus transpired here.

Mr. Hughes (to Head Constable Clements).] Is Mr. Hoffman in Court ?

The Head Constable called for Mr. Hoffman in the usual manner, but he did not
answer to his name.

Mr, Hughes.] 1 think it is right to state in the Court that, under the Act of Parlia-
ment and the particular instructions under which we are now acting, we have the
power of summoning witnesses ; and that any witness ‘who, upon receiving a summons,
refuses to attend, is liable to a penalty of 10 There have been two persons sum-
moned to attend this Court from Queenstown ; one of them was to have been here on
Thursday, the other at 11 o’clock this morning. The two persons summoned were
Mr. Hogan, who, when the sale took place, was clerk to Messrs. Cummins and Mr.
Hoffman, the auctioneer:

Mr. Beamish, senior, here desired to state that he had previously made use of the
the term “ set you at defiance,” and he wished to explain that he only used it so far as
1t related to his own conduct, and not at all through want of respect to the Court.’

Mr. H’ughes (to Mr. Beamisk).] You took charge of this property, and as soon as
you took charge, I apprehend, you were responsible.

Mr. Beamish.] You are quite wrong; I say that on Monday I did not act as a
salvor or agent in any way; I appointed salvors then to look after the property. I
did not act by any means as an agent until Tuesday at four o'clock. I then acted as
an agent for the henefit of the owners, and not for any benefit that I could have my-
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self. So far as there is anything against myself, I say again I fear nothing; magna
est veritas, et prevalebit. 1 set everyone at defiance, so far as I am concerned; I stand
upon truth, and defy auything else. That is the way in which I wish you to take my
expressions, and in no other way. So far as you are concerned as chairman, you have
acted very fairly and impartially. I may have made use of some forcible expressions,
but they do not bear upon yovu personally at all. I have 7 4 ewL. of copper in my pos-
session, but that 7 § cwt. of copper cume into my possession fairly and houestly, and in a
straightforward manner. I am very sorry I got it, and I would be very glad if 1 had my
money back again. It was a very bad hargain.

By Captain Grant.] I do nut know who the surveyors were who came over from
Queenstown.

By Mr. Hughes.] Here we are in want of information. There is, first of all, an item
for surveyor’s fees of six guineas; we should like to know how all this money was
frittered away ?

Mr. Beamish.] I can give you no information ubout that.

By Captain Grent.] During the whole time of the wreck the only persons, I under-
gtand, down here were Mr. Hogan, Mr. Huftman, Captuin Hughes, and Mr.
Walter Cummius.

Mr. Beamish.] The interpreter was there also; I did not see any of Mr. Cummins’
tirm.

Mr. Hughes (after waiting some time).]—Tt is not probable now that the two wit-
nesses will be here from Queenstown. It is our duty to thank the gentlemen and
magistrates of the county for attending here to afford us information vpon this matter.
It s also our duty to state publicly here, that it is the opinion of my gallant friend and
myselt that the coast-guard and the covnsiabulary rendered important and valuable
services in this instance; and we think that in cases of this kind their services are
always of the greatest possible value. As organised forces, who are well aruied and well-
disciplined, they are, in our opinion, hetter enabled to assist in protecting wrecked pro-
perty than civilians, This is our opinion, and I think it right that we should give ex-
pression to it. In consequence of the ahsence of the two witnesses I have ailuded to,
this Court is adjourned until to-morrow a1 11 o’clock of the forenoon, to be held at the
Custom-house at Queenstown, where we shall bear what the auctioneer has to state
with reference 10 these matters. We wish (o see his accounts and have some explana-
tion of the sale of the wreck and of the disbursements,

The Court adjourned accordingly to the folluwing day at Queenstown.

Frrra Dav.
Custom Hounse, Queenstown, 9 April 1867.

Mr. Hughes stated that this was an adjournment, from Clonakilty, of the inquiry
ordered to be made by the Board of Tiade, into the wreck of the * San Francisco™
in January last.

Caepraiy Hucnes, swoin; Examined by Mr. [uglhes.

1 aTTENDED the sale of this vessel. I did not know Mr. Beamish bLefore this event
oceurred, but I have often heard of him. I never spoke to him with reference to the pur-
chase before the sale. There was no agreement between us. I bought the hull of the
ship. There was no agreement or understanding that whoever bought the hull would be
entitled to whatever copper might be efterwards recovered. There was no contract that
I might have any that might have been stolen by the coumrﬁ people if I could recover it.
In one of the lots there was a very small quantity of copper knocked down to me, but that
was a separate lot. I bought nothing with the hull except what was in and on her. It was
knocked down to me for 554 I bought the hull without reference to any other property
whatever. The cargo of coals was sold separate. After the sale I put three watchmen
o ; one on the shore, and two on the ship, to lock after her; and I desired them to take
as much copper off as they could and put it away. I returned home then. There was a
man there of the name of Coleman, but I did not employ him ; he said his son would assist
him; and I think Doncvan was the name of another. The ship was transferred on my
behalf by Mr. Hoffman to Mr. Beamish. I requested Mr. Hoffman to sell. 1 wanted to
get rid of the vessel. She would not be of any value to me, being so far away, I pur-
chased her as a speculation, with the hope of being able to float her off and repair her.

By Captain Grant.] ''here was very little copper on the ship when I purchased ber;
there might perhaps he 4 cwt. or 5 cwt.; it was underneath the shingle; she was well
stripped of her cr:ipper. The “ rudder irons” were on her. 1 suppose there was 20 1bs. or
301bs. on the field. 1 did not pay particular attention. The sails were purchased separately;
they were bought by several parties. [ purchased the chains and the anchors.

Mr. Horrman, sworn; Examined by Mr. Hughes.

Have you with you the book in which the lots were entered >—No, it was in a pass book,
and I drafted an account for the agent; it is a thing we olten do. I have no account of
265. _ F2 the
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the lots at all. I was the auctioneer. I marked the several lois for sale, and they were
fairly sold. I did not do it carefully, in consequence of Mr. Beamish’s opposition and
intimidation. There was very great opposition on bis part. Ile refused to allow the sale
to go on unless I gave him a guarantee that I would pay this 37L I said I would do no
such thing; and I need hardly say that advantage was tuken of that kind of thing; and the
lots were not carefully marked. I went on with the sale. I was apprehensive of something
of the kind, and I took down four police and a head constable with me. I sold every lot.
There was a small quantity of copper that was not on the hull; that was in a field near the
house ; about 15 ar 201bs.

Mr. Hughes.| Do you think, from the civcumstances that occurred there, that there was
any large quantily ol copper anywhere, either on the beach, or in any outhouse, or any-
where else, which you ought to have sold and did not sell 2—No; I am quile clear on that
subject, for 1 went into every small house und cot to see if there was any ; and particularly
in one place there, where the man made a demand of 67 for a store, and there was none
there ; and I am clear as noon-day that the vessel was stripped from the shingle to the
beund, us clean as if she had been stripped in a dry dock. She was plundered by the peaple.
I have not the slightest idea how the copper went; I suppose it was distributed over the
country. I went round and ronnd the ship, and went into every cottage, and there was no
copper there at all, to my belief. What made me take such particular notice of the ship,
and go reund and round her, was, that Mr. Scott asked me if I thought she was worth
buying to get off. I think she was 160 tons; she would carry 160 tons. I believe they
threw some of the cargo overboard. [ think she would certainly register 130 tons., L should
suppose, if she had been fully sheathed, she would have [rom 6 cwt. to 7 cwt. of sheathing
on her, independently of the bolts. I should say the bolts would weigh something over
3 cwt,

Will you state what was the total of the proceeds of the sale, and what the coals sold
for =—The only way I can do it is from memory ; I think it was about 1514 1 am aware
of a discrepancy between my account and the account which the coast-guard took, but I
cannot explain that discrepancy, The vessel was sold to Captain Hughes for 557, that is,
the hull fetched 5517, and the chains and anchors, as I intended, and as I really think they
were sold, in three lots, at 6/ odd each. When I came home to Queenstown, Captain
Hughes objected to take the vessel. I had to get the price of the coals from Mr. Beamish,
and I then asked him if he would take the vessel; and he then agreed to take her at 50/,
That reduced it 5.

Mr. Hughes.] There is an account taken by the officer of the coast-guard; he frst of
all made n mistake, and then corrected his evidence by saying that the vessel sold for 55 L
instead of G5 [, as he first stated, and the totul of the proceeds in the amended account
handed in by him is 1812 6s. We find that the account that you returned to Mr, Cummins
is 154 L 9s. 6d.; therefore, there is a considerable discrepancy ?—There is 57 that the
vessel sold for to Mr, Beumish, less than she was purchased by Captain Hughes.

Mr. Hughes.] That would not appear in this account ; it is the account of the sale we are
speaking of ; he makes out the sule 1o be 181 L 6 5., and your account is 154 /. 95, 6 d.

Mr. Cummins handed in an account of the met proceeds of the sale of ship and
cargo, 186 L. 195. 10 d.; if there were added on the expenses of the sale, it would be
154/, 95 Gd.

Mr. Hughes (to Mr. Hoffiman).] There is a difference as regards the chains ; you say, in
explanation, that instead of 184 5s., you sold them for 6 L 15s. ?—IX sacrificed 127 in
consequence of a dispnte which was raiced by Mr, Beamish upou these chains. He took
the whole lot of the chains; he tock Captain Hughes’ purehase. I knocked down the
lot for 187, 15 5., and in consequence of the dispute I reduced that lot by 127 ; I had no
alternative. '

Mr. Hughes.] That is 12 7. accounted for out of the 26 ; there is now 141 16s. 6 d.
we should like to have an explanation as to that?—Well, then, in the confusion, there wero
several things that could not be found, and when the purchaser came to pay, of course I
could not compel him to pay for the missing lot. I can give no further explanation about
it. I i]wear that this sum of 1547 95 64d. was the gross proceeds of the sale that I
received.

By Cuptain Grant.] When I knocked down 2 lot to a purchaser, he is responsible for
the whole amount for which it is knocked down to him, at least we say so, bul we cannot
make him so legally. The ship was knocked down to Captain Hughes for 55/ I spld
the ship to Mr. Beamish for 50 . Theat 50 /. was uccounted for in the proceeds instead of
the 55 [ Thevefore, the ship was a loser of 51 by the transaction ; that would be 57, off
the total of the proceeds. The lot is at the risk of the purchaser after it is knocked down,
?‘;r;m the time the lot was knocked down to Captain Hughes, be took it with all risks for
2 .

Captain G'rant.] Then that transaction should never appear i this account, and the loss

of 51 should be borne by Captain Hughes, and not by the ship; hut ‘on this occasion the
ship is a loser by 5 L on that transaction. : i

Mr. Cummins said that there conld be no question that Captain Hughes was liable
for that amount. Z

By .Caﬁtain Grant.] With regard to the anchors: the anchors were. ‘knocked ‘ down to
Captain Hughes f:or 18 l. 15 5.5 there is 12 L. odd loss on that transaction; that makes 174
altogether for which Captain Hughes is liable as regards this ship.

The Witness.]
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The Witness.] He is really liable; nothing could get him out of it. He gave me a
cheque out there as a deposit, and when he came buck, he told me that he had prevented the
cheque being paid.

Captain Grant.] Who surveyed the ship ?

Captain Hughes.] 1 surveyed the ship; Mr. Tredesco was with me. It was surveyed on
the day of sale, before the sale, For a single survey, the usual fee in the port is a guinea.

Captain Graat.] Then Mr. Tredesco is also paid here as interpreter and for his
attendance, so that he makes one jowrney and is doing two duties, and being paid for two
duties.

Mr. Hughes stated (to Mr. Cummans), that Captain Grant and himself considered
the charges were high, and the items numerous, for so small a transaction. Oat of the
whole of the proceeds, amounting to 1547 95 6d., there was only a balance of 4.
handed over to Captain Garibaldi.

Mr. Cummins said that it was not to be expected that people could be induced to go
down to Clonakilty and spend their time without being paid for so doing. Captam
Garibaldi had received a subscription of 12 /. to pay his expenses homewards. 1t was
subseribed by his firm, Messrs. Hoffman, Tredesco, Hogan, Captain Hughes, and
others contributing a portion of it.

Captain Grant (to Captain Hughes).] What did you receive for this survey ?—1I received
three guineas. I went down on account of the survey, and also to attend the sale.

Mr. WirLram Hogay, sworn; Examined by Mr. Hughes.

I was in the service of the Messrs. Cummins when this wreck took place. I went down
on Thursday night, the Thursday before the sale; 1 saw Captain Ganbaldi; I had a con-
versation with him as to his going down to Queenstown; I had an interpreter with me ;
the captain did not understand English well ; he instructed us to sell the vessel; that was
before we left the Strand at Muckross. We got instructions to sell the vessel before I
left Muckross; it was outside Mr. Beamish’s grounds. Mr. Beamish did not koow what
we were saying to the captain; Mr, Beamish never objected to any arrangement; we told
him what instructions the captain had given us, and that we were going to sell the vessel
forthwith ; that was known 1o him before we left. The caprain was not prepared then to
go with vs to Queenstown; I think he came the following day. I went on board the
vessel on Thursday. There was about half the copper off the starboard side; the people
were pilfering us much as they could, and the coast-guard and the police were doing the
best they could to keep them off. The police found a lamp that the captain told me cost
him 77, that was stolen; he told me about it; and I gave instructions to a man to tell the
police, and thev found it; and I know that they found several fellows who had stolen
property, and they were fined ; I think the police did their duty well ; I could not form an
opinion about the coast-guard ; I know when the police gave them iustructions respecting
what was stolen, they atlended to it. 1 was told by Mr. Coleman to take the police there,
and if the police had been left there, there would have been nothing gone at all. Mr.
Coleman took them there, aud Mr. Beamish turned tiiem away. [ went back again on
Monday with Mr. Hoffman 10 the sale; the sale was conducted in the usual way; all that
was there was sold before we came to the hull. There was a cottage with a kind of out-
house attached to it, and they made a storehouse of it; I went into it ; I saw some copper
there, about one cwt. ; it went with the sale of the wreck ; I think there was about one ewt. ;
it was sold with the hull, as well as T remember; it was in sheets; copper that was taken
from the fellows ufter they puiled them off; I think what I saw would go into a sack;
from the cpinion I can form, I faney there was about one cwt.; it was left in the hut; it was
not brought out into the field ; and at the time the sale was guing on, I understood that this
copper that was in the hut went with the bull. I am quite sure that the copper that was in
the hut was not brought out into the field and sold as a lot by itself; it was sold with the
hull. There was a separate sale of copper that I remember. I know that the ship was
totally stripped of copper on the starboard side the day that we went down to sell the vessel.
Captain Garibaldi employed no one to strip the ship before the sale except his own crew.
I understood that this copper bad been taken frum the parties who were plundering by the
coast-guard. I kept an account of the sale on behalf of the vendors; | had a little book
with the numbers of the lots, and the amount that they sold for. 1 gave that book to Mr.
Hoffman, T merely kept the account for him. The copper that was in the house was sold
along with the wreck; that copper was part of the plunder, | believe; it was not taken off
by employing any person to strip the ship. I do not know what the total proceeds of the
sale were; I did not muke up the bock : it might be about 1501 or 160 Z; [ did not cal-
culate it, My daty was merely to take down the sums for which the respective lots sold,
and then hand the book to Mr. Hoftman ; that is all T did.

By Captain Grant.] Will you state clearly where you found this copper ?—In the house
on the ¢liff, it is only one room, and then there is a loft with a small square bole ; I pulled
myself about half-way up, and I took a glance at what was there, there was more gear
besides that; the house was chock full of things which were all pulled out on the second
day that I was there. .

%y Mr. Hughes.] Was there any copper sold in the field at all ?—There was none of these
sheets of copper on the field.

2035. F3 Captain
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Captain Grant (to Mr. Hoffman).] You have stated that you sold_ a lot of copper
separate, where was that copper when you sold it ?—It was in the field, with the pump gear.

Mr. Hoffman stated that he did not go up into the loft alluded to.

Captain Grant (to Mr. Hogan).] What time was it when you saw the copper in the
loft, was it before the sale or after P—1I think it must have been before the sule, after the
sale it was still there.

You had the making up of this account (handing a paper to the Witness) ?—Yes.

Will you look over the items, and tell us if that is a true account (¢he Witness examines
the account) ?—Yes, it is correct ; I gave my vouchers for everything, and the totals of those
vouchers correspond with that amount. Mr. Coleman’s account was submitted to me, I
examined it, it was for 86 1. 9s. 7 d.; the charges were enormous ; I have not got any docu-
ment showing the items of charges. _

Mr. Hughes.] What would be your estimate of the valve of the copper that was up-stairs
in the loft 7—It was poor stuff; it would be worth no more than 30 s., what I saw.

Mr. Cummins desired that Mr, Hogan should be examined particularly as to the
charges in the account.

Captain Grant (to Mr. Hogan).] You have charged here 81 for your travelling
expenses, will you be good enough to state the items ?—I really could not do so; I went
twice to Clonakilty ; I think I was away three days; I made two journeys, slept in Bandon
one night, and in Cork two nights.

Mr. Cummins (to Mr. Hogan).] How much did you get altogether ? —All I got was 4 Z

Mr., Cummins said that he wished the Court to understand that that was not a
charge made by them for the services of their clerk, but that the clerk actually received
that sum, and that he returned 2 . towards the subscription for Captain Garibaldi,

Mr. Hogan stated that he paid other charges, which took away nearly the whole of
the sum received by him.

Mr. Cummins expressed a hope that the explanation proved that the charges were
not excessive on the part of Mr. Hogan.

Mr. Hoffman stated that the vessel broke up the night after the purchase by Mr.
Beamish, and if she had broken up before Mr. Beamish bought her, she would not
have fetched more than 57, or 10 L

M. Hughes tendered the thanks of the Court to the gentlemen present for their
attendance, and before closing the inquiry animadverted very forcibly on the non-
attendance, at the time and place mentioned in the summonses, of Messrs. Hogan and
Hoffman, pointing out the penalties to which they were liable. The explanation given
was, that a change in the time of departure of the trains had misled them, and they
regretted that they bad been unable in consequence to attend at Clonakilty, They had
now given the Court all the information in their power.

[The Inquiry then terminated.
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