MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

34, But they had the question under consideration ?
—Yes. )

34. And was the matter discussed at a meeting of
the Commissioners specially convened for that pur-
pose 1—Yes. .

35. When was that meeting held 1-—It was held
last Monday.

36. How many Commissioners were present?—I
don't know, I was not present and I can't say.

37. How many members constitute the board 1—
Five members from a quorum.

38. And how many Commissioners are there on the
Loard altogether 2—There are fifteen members.

39. There were no answers returned to our gueries
by the Commissioners —No.

40. Why were the questions no: answered ; was
there any special reasons for not answering I—At the
meetings when the matter was brought before them,
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the Commissioners said they di ;
alteration in the bounrlaries}: Cala .

41'. 'A.re: the Commissioners aware that there ig a
provision in the Public Health Act of last session
enabling the Town Commissioners of any toww to apply
to the Local Government Board for o provisional
order to transfer the Sanitary jurisdiction from the
Board of Guardians to themselves —I helieve the
Commissioners are aware of that provision of the Avt
to which you refer.

42. Have they had under consideration the feasi-
bility of availing themselves of that provision 2—To
the best of my knowledge they have.

43. What was the result of their considerationi—
They did not care to have it.

;i;. They did not care to take any action upon it?
—No.

Mr. Epwarp LoRD examined.,

45, You are Chairman of the Town Commissioners
of Athy 1—Yes.

46. Have you been long a member of the municipal
body 1—Three years.

47. Have you been chairman all that time —No;
this is my second year as chairman.

48. Did you preside at the special meeting held to
consider the question?—Yes, having heurd that yon
would be here, T convened a special meeting to con.
sider the question on Monday last.

49. How many of the Commissioners were present
at that meeting ?—I think seven or eight Com-
missioners.

50. Were they unanimous in the view they tock of
the matter —No; having informed them what the
meeting was for, a brother commissioner, Mr. Lawler,
who is very much interested in the town because he
lias property in it, urged on the meeting strongly the
necessity and the great advantage of extending the
area ; that their taxes would be more equally divided.
Itis true we have had no rate struck forseveral years,
butin the event of having to strike a rate it would be
very hard on the town particularly, as the town is
improving, and the avea is very small considering the
cxtent of the town itself. If you look ut the map you

will find that the boundary only goes round the town
itself, and doesn't go outside it, so as to bring in those
who live around it.

51. There is only a very small portion of rural
territory included within the municipal boundary1—
Very little, and Mr. Lawler urged these things, and
on the other side it was equally urged by a gentleman
who has a large interest in the town, aud property in
it: that is Mr. Duncan. He was against extension of
the boundary, and he put forward what was the ad-
vantage to be gained by the change. Resolutions were
about to be proposed and seconded, and I suggested,
as chairman, that each party interested who wished to
give their views should attend here to-day and give
their views to you, instead of passing any reselution,
as the Board was not unanimous, and they adopted
the suggestion of the chairman, and hence we are here
now to give all the information we can.

53, Are there any somrces of income possessed by
the municipal body of Athy besides rutes I—Yes; we
have our eourt, presided over by Mr. Lawler.

53. What does that produce?—It varies very
much, but the Town Clerk could tell the amounts
exactly.

JouN Grover, Town Clerk, recalled.

54. Would you have the kindness to tell me what
are the sources of income of the Town Commissioners
of Athy?—T have them here. They are tolls at
public cranes for the past year ending 1st May, 1878,
£132 17s. Dogs licence duty, £13 2s. 14.  Fines in
Town Commissioner’s Cowrt, £41 9s 8d. Petty
Sessions Court, £18 9s. Manure sold, £29 15s. In-
terest for treasury, 8s. 5d. County presentment to-
wards repairs flagging and crossings, £20.

55. ‘Had you no rate —No.

56. How long is it since you had a rate?— Four
years,

: 5‘3. Then these sources come to how much #—£352
8 2d,

58. What was your expenditure for the year'—
Salaries of officers—town clerk, inspector, weigh-
master, £82 10s.

99, How is the lighting provided : is it by contract
with the gas company #—VYes, by contract with the
company, £59 13s. 7d. Then there is lamplighters’
wages, £6, repairs of lamps, £3 19s. 3d., repairs of

ouncel and fire engine, 5a., footpaths, £30 9s 5d.
We get a presentment of £20 from the county towards
that, and that is consumed. Watering the streets,
£46 17s.; new water-cart, £17 1la. 6d.; printing
and advertising, £17 12s. 104, ; men employed at fairs,
£1410s. Thatis to each quarter of the town we keep
a man to see after the fairs.

60. How often have you fairs]—Once a month,

61. How often have you markets 7—Once a week,
Then there are expenses for removing a wull in Meet-
ing-lane to widen the street or passage, £0, scavenging,
boundary railings, incidental expenses, &c., making a
total of £283 9s. 3d., and ﬁr;g a balance of £66

. 10d. in the treasurer’s
' 1%2.10%1&31 the sonrces you have described have for
the last four years provided quite & sufficient sum fo
meet your expenaas,} and to leave a balance, and you
rate —Yes.
hagg.h%(’lh];: was the amount of the rate struck before
that time I—Six pence on buildings and three halfpence
in the £ on land.

Y

ATuv.
Fed 13, 1878

Juhin Glover

3r. Edward
Lord.

John (lover.
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Fdward Lord

MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES COMMISSION.

Epwarp Lorp, Chairman, Township Commissioners, recalled.

54. You have mentioned that the Commissioners
are not all of one view on this question of extension.
What is your own view regarding it?—My own view
is certainly in favour of extension.

55. The existing radius has been described as half
a1 statute mile, and I understand that that doesn't
comprehend much arable land i—Tt is simply the
town boundary.

56. You know this town very well 2—I belong to
it.

57. Taking a radius of a statute mile from the
centre of the town, would you say that Letween the
present boundary of half a mile and the proposed
boundary of one mile there are many lands and oceu-
pied houses the owners of which derive, in your
opinion, substantial advantage by veason of their
proximity to the town, as a place of resort, and as a
market where they can buy and sell with facility }—
If you say a mile and a half, T would say there are.

58. Then, if you take a radius of a mile and a-half
from the centre of the town, you say theve are between
the existing boundary and that proposed extension,
lands and oceupied houses the owners and oceupiers of
which derive substantial benefit from their proximity
to the town —Yes.

59. What are the advantages you think these
people in that position derive by reason of their
proximity to the town?—Well, as an instance of the
advantages they derive there is Mr. Duncan, whom I
see here, he has a very handsome house very little
outside the town, a mile radius would certainly bring
that in. If any one could derive more advantage than
another it is Mr. Duncan, for he has his house in the
country and his splendid business in the town, and he
has all the advantage of coming into a clean town,
where we occupy our time in cleansing and lkeeping
the streets which he uses. Mr. Bulwer has a very
handsome place also about a mile outside the town.
I am afraid a mile would not bring him in, but a mile
and a half would. DMr. Lefroy would be brought in
by a mile, or a little over it.

60. Besides the gentlemen you have mentioned
there are a great many farmers and occupiers of land
who derive advantage by having a market so close,
where they can dispose of their produce, and buy any-
thing they want?—Just immediately outside there is
Mr. Byrne, who has a large business in the town, he
lives immediately outside the town; a mile radius
would take him in.

61. Are there many residents in the town who have
accommodation lands outside the boundary?—Ves,
there is & good deal of accommodation land ; T am one
of the holders myself. ’

62. Within what radius would these be included 1—
About a mile. :

63. This is a very good market town 2—No hetter.

64. You have a weekly market —Yes.

66. And that, I suppose, is a market for all sorts
of produce +—Yes.

66. I presume the persons living within a radius of
a mile and a half find advantage in the existence of
that market—they obtain better prices and find a
ready sale 2—Yes.

67. What description of produce do they dispose
of chiefly +—Corn, principally ; they sell butter, and
milk, and eggs, and pouliry, and we are going to sup-
ply Dublin by-and-hye.

68. Do the children within thet radius resort to the
town for school purposes —Yes.

69. Are the schools availed of to a large degree]—
To a very large degree, for we have very large schools
in the ftown; we have the Model School and the
Christian Brothers’ School.

70. And the persons resorting to the town have the
advautage of having the town lighted and kept clean,
and the use of footpaths, &e. —Yes, and as they have
the advantages we should have the radius increased

to a mile and a half.

7l. How many are now qualified to vote in the
election of Commissioners, and how many would be
qualified in the extra district, which it ig proposed to
bring in?—We never have such a thing as votin
here. 8

T2 You are not the sanitary authority, and you
have no control over the roads and bridges LW,
have nothing of that kind.

73. You are aware that up to 1874 the Towy
Commissioners were the sanitary authority, and that
by the Act then passed all towns with populations
under 6,000 Lecame merged in the Board of Guardians
as the sanitary authority —Yes.

74. You are aware, also, that under the Publie
Health Act of last year a modification has been made
in the law, and that while the general law remains
the same as in 1874 there is a power given under the
Tth Section of the Act whereby on the petition of the
Township Commissioners, the Local Government Board
can, by provisional order, constitute them the sanitary
authority 2—Yes.

75. Ave the Commissioners generally aware of that
provision in the Act '—They are.

T76. Have they ever taken into consideration the
expediency of availing themselves of it %—The matter
has frequently come before the Board by way of
desultory discussion, about having the control of the
sanitary matters especially, and many said they could
do them much better because they live in the town,
and because we know much better than the Poor Law
Guardians, who live at a distance of five or six miles
away. I think they would be unanimous in getéing
back the power but for one reason, and that is, that
the rate would not come upon the landlord.

T7. That is, that half would not he put upon the
landlord, that the onus would be on you —VYes.

78. You are awure that upon the lands it would
only fall in the proportion of one-fourth —VYes.

79. Assuming that the rmral district was brought
in, would that onefowrth fairly vepresent the pro-
portion they should pay 1 think so.

80. You think the fact of the rate falling entirely
on the occupiers would influence them in wishing for
the change 1—VYes.

81. Ave the Commissioners aware, that amongst
the other points with which the Parliamentary Com-
mittee has dealt is that question of the division of the
rate —Yes,

82. Perhaps you are mnot aware of the recom-
mendation they have made —XNo.

83. This is the recommendation (Reads paragraph
from Report). You were not aware of that —No.

84, If that division of the rate between the owner
and the occupier were made part of the law would it
alter the view of the Commissioners regarding the
expediency of getting a change %—That is my impres-
sion. I think it would be more popular with the
people ; here, at least, we are always pulling so well
together, that the people would like the Commissioners
to have the power.

85. You think that a body representing the town
interests mevely would be better able to deal with
questions affecting the sanitary arrangements of the
town, than a body of gentlemen coming from a far
distance 7—No question about it; they are the more
competent parties to do it.

86. They have, you think, more interest in it, and
would lock after it better?—They have; because they
are owners of property that would be affected.

87. You think the impediment which presents ltse.lf
would be entirely obviated if the law was altered in
that respect 7—VYes.

88. You are aware that under the Poor Law the
landlord pays half, and in the town the occupier pays
the entire —VYes.

89. Assuming that change to be made, are you
aware that under the same Act there is a furf.her
power now to obtain a transfer also of the functions
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MINUTES OF EVIDEXNCE,

exercised at present by the Grand Jury over the roads
and Dridges within the municipal district 1—They are
awave of that.

90, That the sanitary authority may obtain, by
!.ro\'i.SiOl‘ln.I order, a transfer of the control over the
roads and bridges7—VYes; that was one view Mr.
Lawler put. He mentioned the fact of having con-
trol over the roads and bridges.

91. Do you think that if you were made the sani-
tary authority you would be in favour of having a
transfer of the jurisdiction in respect to roads and
bridges I—My own opinion is strongly in favour of
it, beeanse local people have more interest in these
natters than people who live miles off.

99. Under the 62nd section of the Towns Improve-
ment Act arable lands are now rated at one-fourth of
the valuation I—7Yes.

93. At present, any expenditure incurred by the
Grand Jury on these works is charged equally on all
descriptions of property. Assuming that the transfer
was to be made, is it your opinion that arable lands
included within the town should be charged on the
one-fourth scale, or on the full scale as at present?
What would be your view of the equity ? Don't you
think that the owners of the lands should pay the full
amount ns at present ?—VYes ; as far as roads and
bridges are concerned ; but as regards anything in the
town, they should not pay the full amount. As_far
us roads and bridges, they should pay the full rate.

94. I wish to ascertain whether you make a dis-
tinction between the classes of work which the legis-
lature has already laid down they are to pay one-
fourth for; or whether, in the event of the transfer
of authority, you would continue to charge them at
the full amonnt?—I would have them pay the full
amount so far as the roads and bridges are concerned.

95. I understood you to say that one-fourth, as
regards the class of expenditure for which a different
charge should be made, is a fair charge?—Yes.

96. As regards lands lying within a mile and a
half, do you apprehend that the persons interested
there would object to be introduced, or would they be
glad of it7—I have had no conversation with them.

97. Do you think they would be anxious to have a
share in the municipal government of the town, being
entitled to vote at the elections, and qualified to be-
come commissioners 1—I think they would.

98. Do you think yourself it would have a healthy
effect on the administration of affairsin the town to
have this new avea introduced into it1—VYes. But
for people like me, who have already to pay in the
town, and who would then have to pay on the land
outside, it would be heavier.

99. But if people outside having different tastes
and interests were brought in, and mixed with the
town people, would it not have a good effect in the
administration of town affairs #— Yes ; if it was only
to get their suggestions.

100. Mr. Bulwer.—I want to ask Mr. Lord why
does he make a distinction between the taxation for
roads and bri and other taxation }—Because the
roads and bridges are outside the town.

101. Assuming that there was an extension of the
boundary, why should the taxation for roads and
bridges be put on a different footing from the taxation
for other purposes +—Because the people in the town
have more or less more advantages from works done
in the town than people living a mile and & half out.

102. You don't apprehend the meaning of my ques-
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tion. Mr. O'Brien says one-fourth woulld be charged
on the land that would Le brouglht in ; and why should
you make a distinetion between the charges for rowls
and ,hrlclges, and charge on the full amount all lands
outside, instead of enefourth tiw voluation of the
lands brought within the incressed municipal hound-
al'y_‘l How would you draw the distinction berween
paving and sewerage —The people vutside use more of
the roads.

103. Mr. O'Bries.—This is a question on which a
good deal of difference of opinion exists: and even
where the thing has Leen accomplished already Ly
local Acts the practice is not nuiform. In some twns
they are charging one-fowrth, and in others the fall
amount. They charge the full amount in some places
because it is merely a substitution, they say, for the
amount they pay at present ; and in the other because
it is merely a contribution 1y thoze who dou't derive
all the advantages, but derive covtain alvantages,
which are met by the one-fourth waxation. These urc
the grounds put forward, gencrally speuking,

fleM-. Mr. Bulwer.—I confess I dou't sce the forec
of it.

105. Mr. O'Briex.—Do you contemplate, if you
got that area of a mile and a lalf, extending the bene-
fits of lighting and watering to the increased district !
—1 don't see any necessity for it.

106. How does Athy stand as regards water
supply +—We have too mueh water.

107. Are the houses supplied by pumps or pipest—
‘We have an excellent supply, and within a few yards
of where you are now we hive a great piece of en-
gineering work carried on by the Duke of Leinster,
the water is brought up 300 or 400 yards from a well,
to the centre of the town, and there is plenty of water.

108. Then you won't require any more outlay for
water purposes !— No.

109. How do you stand as to sewerage}—I think
that subject is so very difficult.

110, Is there a want of some scheme at present; is
it in an unsatisfactory condition?—I think not, it
requires to be constantly looked after.

111. Is theve o want of main drainage I—There are
very large drains, whether they want to be flushed or
not I can’t suy.

112, Ave they the old sewers I—Yes.

113. Not pipe sewers —No.

114. The sanitary state of this town has not been
gatisfactory of late ; have you been able to trace auy-
thing to the sewerage of the town 7—¥We Lave, from
one epidemic to another.

115. Do you consider an outlay for sewerage pur-
poses would be a necessity 1—TI think it would be very
well expended money. . )

116. If yon were to put this town into a proper
condition as to sewerage, would it invelve a con-
siderable sum +—No doubt of it.

117. Would that expenditure confer advantages not
only on the inhabitants of the town, but on the people
in the neighbourhood, by making it & more healthy
resort +—By all means. -

118. A.n{l you think, therefore, that they should in
some way contribute to the expense?—This is my

view. ) )
119. Have the Board of Guardians been restrained
from undertaking any works of the kind by reason of
the taxation it would involve #—I don’t know.
120. Tsthere anything else you would like to suggest

bearing on the subject of the inquiry I—DNo.

ALEXANDER DUNCAN examined.

121. You are amember of the Town Commissioners?

~—VYes,
122, Have you been long so +—Over thirty years.

123. Do you reside within the municipal district?

—No.

124, You have business premises in the town —

es.

195. Where does your residence lie from the centre
of the townl—About an Irish mile; sbout a statute

mile and a quarter. 7
uld not be brought in anless
136. Then Y2 % o mile aol s Balit—T thiak

there was & radius o
h - - - =
mlﬁ'f. Are you in favour of having t\i}ezemhn:

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit

ATHaY,
Feb. 14, 1874

Edward Lord

Alexander



ATHTY.

Feb. 18, 1879,

Alexander
Duncan.

164

municipal district extended or not?7—Apart from any
lml'sozull interest that might be inveolved by my
vesidence, I am not in favour of extending the area of
taxation at present, unless we get duties added, for
our present duties are very limited, we have only
lighting and seavenging practically to do, and if.}lese can
be done as you have seen, almost without levying taxes
atall ; therefore for the purposes of taxation there is no
need of extension, but if we get what 1, as a depu-
tation from this board, waited on Sir Michael Beach
and other Members of Parliamemt in London for the
purpose of getting, namely, the sanitary authority,
then it would be desirable to have the area of taxation
extended, for it would be both desirable and fuir; on
the grounds of equity, I admit it would be wrong
under our present taxation, and with our present duties
to extend the area, for we have nothing to give those
outside, they don't want our light, we their roads or
grounds, and some of the men living outside must
ulready be paying heavy taxation in the town, for
instance, Mr. Byrne is already paying Leavily in the
town, and to tax them in the town and then to tax
them outside, it would be double taxation, that would
be the case with at least several people who live out
of the town.  If we became the sanitary body, and if we
undertook the care of the roads and bridges, which are
things we had earnestly discussed in former years, but
which we could not see our way to undertaking, as
we could not discharge the duties as economically as
the Grand Jury, then I say, by aull means, when we
undertake the roads and bridges, and become the
sanitary authority, extend the area, with our present
duty it would seem to be a most foolish thing to
extend the area of taxation.

128. As to the sanitary jurisdiction, is your opinion
in fuvour of having the sanitary jurisdiction transferred
to the Commissioners, or are you adverse to such a
change +—That was a change which I waited on Sir
Michael Beach, with representatives from other towns,
for the purpose of Laving accomplished, provided a
listle portion of the taxation was allowed us, but
atherwise it would not be atall practicable or desirabla
to undertake the sanitary business.

129. You have heard that Sir Micheal Beach’s Com-
mittee appear to have adopted the same view as yon
have adopted, and have recommended that where
practicable there should be one body for the discharee
of the several duties 2 —Yes, ’ N

130. If that difficulty was got over, and the muni-
cipal taxation was divided between the oceupier and
the owners, would you be in favour of transferring
the sanitary jurisdiction to the town body 7—Decidedly.

131. You think it would be a duty you would be
able to perform better, and more qualified to discharge
it than the Board of Guardians’—Yes; I should szy
s0. In the past when we were the Sanitary Authority
we got exceedingly valuable and liberal help from the
Grand Jury in the county at large, portion of the work
that was done under our directions and auspices, in the
way of main sewers. We got considerable help from
the county, in fact, the work though done by us was
done through county means. We had mot the re-
sources ourselves. If, however, we could draw on the
wider area, I believe we could do the work as reason-
ably and more skilfully than the Board of Guardians,

132. Assuming that you got the sanitary jurisdiction
and that your boundary was extended, to what radius

would you consider it equitable to extend it —TIf we
undertook the roads and bridges as well {

133. Do I understand you to advocate, that if vou
became the Sanitary Authority you should seeg 8
transfer of the other authority?—Yes ; I think it is only
with that work, and with & proper area of a mile ang
@ half that we could get on well, for there are man
thiugs connected with the roads and bridges that could
be practically carried out under the sanitary sections of
the Act.

134. You consider a mile and

a half
radius in the event alf a reasonable

of your being constituted the -

MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES COMMISSION,

Sanitary Authority, and getting control ov
Sl BilAgmt Viay TARE A S e rons

135. And you think that fairly represents the exten
to which lands, and the occupiers of land adjacen“t
the town may be said to fairly derive advantage fig 4
their proximity to the town *—Of course there are m[ln
vantages derived by persons beyond that, but tha is o
wide a district as we should undertake, ;

136. Are you clearly of opinion that persons with,
a mile and a half do derive advantages from havige 1
market so close to them, and that they would be ready
to take a share in the town work —Of course, 1 believ,
they derive advantages, but I don't think there is one
person outside the present Loundary wlho cares one
jot to interfere with owr Lusiness, or who wonld take
the trouble of becoming a Commissioner,

137. Do you think that if the area was extended .
mile and a half, the persons brought in would be glad
to have participated in the municipal government 1
Assuming the other works to Le added ?

138, Assuming you had got all the authority, doy't
you think there would be ambition on the part of
those outside, to come in and take a shave in the
management }—1I believe there would Lenot only from
publie interests, but from sinister aims and interests,
for it would be their interest to have persons sent in
here, and many persons seeking their own personal
ends would accomplish that, and the only question is
whether we would have strength and power as a Board
to resist the personal interest nsed in order to get jobs
under our direction. I believe, the Grand Jury has
done its duty exceedingly well as fur as I know of it.
At present all the men who form it are placed far
beyond the influence which we ns a Board would Le
subject to, and that they would be able to resist personal
influences. It ison that ground, I believe, the persons
within a mile and a half would Le very anxious to
come in to join our board.

139. Assumiug that the arrangements were carried
out, and that you had the sanitary jurisdiction, and
the control over the ronds and bridges, which do yon
contemplate thatthe arable lands ns regardsthe expendi-
ture of the works transferred from the Grand Jury
should pay the full amount or one-fourth I—If we got
control of the roads and bridges they should pay the
full amount.

140. If you had that control you think they should
pay the full amount+—Yes ; may I ask a question?
This inquiry doesn’t bind the Board of Commissioners
to a present alteration.

141, This is only one element in an inquiry of a
very general and comprehensive scope ; it is merely
that before the Government undertook to legislate in
pursuance of the report they considered it necessary
that theve should be a local inquiry, and when they re-
ceive the result of that, they will not be bound by it, and
whenever they adopt their views it will be for Parlia-
ment to ratify them or not afterwards +—This intended
legislation as regards bodies such as this would be very
foolish indeed unless we were placed under the Local
Government Board or some other controlling Board.

142, There are certain things whichat present re-
quire the sanction of the Local Govermuent Board ; to
what extent would you suggest that this controlling
power should exist —To the same extent under the
Local Government Board as the Poor Law Guardians
are now ; not one jot less.

143. You think such a control would have a gocd
effect 1 —Yes ; for there are questions arise where per-
sonal matters come in and there must be a central
authority to control.

144, Is there anything else you would like to suggest
on any matter connected with the inquiry +—No, ex-
cept with reference to the Board who sat here on

Y~ Monday to consider this subject. There were nine or

ten persons present, and the majority were against. I
withdrew my motion against extension of the area,
believing we could come and see you and state our own
views, but the majority were decidedly against the
thing within our present duties.

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

145. The Chairman of your body has also mentioned
that if the sanitary jurisdiction were to be transferred
to you he was of opinion that the rate should be
Jivided as it is for poor law purposes between the
owner and the occupier. Do you think the rate ought
to be paid by the occupier as at present?—I believe
that unless it is divided we could not get the town
peaple to consent.

146. What is your own individual opinion as to
dividing the rate between the owner and occupieri—
Between landlord and tenant : certainly.

MicrAEL LAWLER examined.

150. You are a Town Commissioner of Athy?—
Yes.

151, How long have you been so 1—Since 1842,

152. You arve also a magistrate for the town -~Yes.

153. And you are well acquainted with the town 2—
Yes.
154 You have leard the views expressed Ly the
Chairman and by My, Duncan ; which proposition are
vou in favour of ; are you an advocate of extension of
tlie boundaries 7—By all means,

155, Do you contemplate as a board on that arrange-
ment that you should get sanitary jurisdiction 2—VYes,
and [ say we would do the sanitary duty much better
than it is done at present.

156. And when you advocate extension it is with
the view of getting sanitary jurisdiction }—Yes.

157. You think you would do it much Letter than
at present +—Yes, and much cheaper.

158. Do you contemplate also getting the grand
jury control over roads and bridges?—I have not
made my mind up on that matter inasmuch as I think
we should undergo a good deal of tronble. We went
to a good deal of trouble and got a good deal of statis-
tics about eleven years ago, aud we then found that
owing to the liberality of the Grand Jury towards
us in public works here, that when we came to have a
proper gentleman to supervise the works such as M.
Brett, the County Surveyor, the expense would be
considerable to us, and that while we were so liberally
dealt with by the Grand Jury it would be better leave
that department as at present.

159. Are you of opinion that in the amount expended
by the Grand Jury within the municipal district in the
various works for which they provide they give you a
fair equivalent for the rates they raise from you +—I
think they do. Some people may tuke exception to
that, but I think they do.

160. You think the amount they give is commen-
surate with what they receive —Yes, L do. For in-
stance, three years ago our town was greatly worn by
the great traflic, and the Grand Jury put two feet six
inches of broken stone all over the town, and improved
the roads greatly, \

161. And you have no complaint to make against
the Grand Jury —No.

162. And your mind is not at all made up about
the transfer of that duty 1—No.

163. But you are quite in favour of a transfer of
the sanitary duty —Decidedly. )

164, What radius would be fair as representing the
extent to which advantages derived from proximity to
the town extend 7—Less than a mile and a half would
not be sufficient.

165. And you think that within a mile and a half
the owners and oceupiers of Jand derive advantage
from the town 1—Decidedly.

165
147. You think that the municipal
1 pal rate ought to Lz Ay,
;l;:l;led between the landlord and tenant —Yes,and  Fe. :::r.!.
WO reasons in equity and because it would aiv B
the landlord influence and interest, e i;??:::,'l“
148. Does that opinion extend to all the rates for
sanitary and grand jury purposes!—Yes.
149, You believe it would have 2 good effe
landlord to pay half7—Yes. S
Michael

160. And land within that distance sets at a greater Lawler.
value !—Yes, townparks always do.

167. And the occupiers have an available market
where they have a ready sale for their produce 2—Tt
is ouc of the best markets,

168. And don't children resort to the town for
school purposes from that radius avound the town 1—
Yes, from that whole district, and on for two or three
wiles, Lut particularly from a mile and a half,

169. You have not been in a healthy state here
recently. Are you of opinion there is an existing
necessity for a considerable outlay to improve the
sanitary arrangements of the town especially the
sewernge }- -1 am,

170. Do you consider that it would take a large
sum of money to eficct these improvements +—1I should
say it would. There is a great deal to be done still in
the town.

171. Would the expense of the works to whicl
you refer fall on the existing municipality as a very
heavy burden ¥—Decidedly there should he at least a
shilling rate put on the town.

172. Do you think that that improvement in the
sanitary state of Athy would, to some extent, be an
advantage to those in the neighbourhood of the town 1
I do.

173. And it would be reasonable that they should
make some contribution in respect of that }—Yes.

174, Under the Towns Improvement Act the sense
of the legislature appears to have been that arable
lands should be rated at only one-fourth. Does that
appear to you to be a sound basis to take in making a
distinction between the residents in the town who
derive all the advantages, and the occcupiers outsile
who only derive advantages iua modified degree. Do
you consider it un equitable and fair division for the
advantages derived by both 1—Yes, Ldo. That is what
we always levied.

175. Is it your opinion that those who own land,
and those who oceapy land within a mile and a bulf
would object to be includel in the town t—1I dares:y
a good many would object.

176. On what ground do you think they woull
object to be included -—That they don't want further
m}?’;‘fnbun’t vou think they would be ambitious of
being able to take part in the municipal government b
1 think they would so far as that.

178. Do you think it would have a healthy effect.
if you widened the area of municipal government,
and introduced a nmew class of ratepayers 1—1 think
it would. I think we are too contracted at present.
Half an English wile from the castle is not ut all suffi-

cient.

—

Warrer R. Bunwer examined.

v 179. You are magistrate in the neighbourhoodt—
s,
180. And you have lived in Athy ?—I have lived
here a great number of years. N
181. You have no property in the municipal district]
—1I have some. .
182, How far is your residence outside the municipal

Walter R.
Bulwer.

boundary +—The house is about s mile and a half
Enlgélgh.Assumhg that a radius of & mile and a half
were adopted, would that take in your place 1—I could
not answer that ; it thay be a few yards inside or out-
side, but it would be very close to the ma-.rl'. e bl
184. Assuming that the radius of a mile snd &
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would bring you in, would you consider it objectionable
that yvou shonld be included ?—It is a principle on
which I have always expressed a very decided opinion
that those living in the immediate vicinity to a town
like this, certainly dervive advantages from it, and that
they-should not be unwilling to puy for those advan-
tages.

185. Would you consider that in laying down the
basis of what they should contribute ; one fourth which
is the basis prescribed by the Towns Improvement
Act is a fair proportion 2—TI think taking the rates that
have been struck here it would be fair and not oppres-
sive.

186. I am aware you have acted as a2 member of the
Board of Guardians 2—Yes, when I am here.

187. You have had experience of the way the sani-
tary work is usually transacted by the Board of Guar-
dians. Do you think the sanitary affairs of the town
could be best provided for by the town body or by
such a body as the Board of Guardians, comprehending
gentlemen from rural distriets?—Of course in answering
a question like that I should prefer confining myself
to the actual case hefore me of Athy, and my answer
might possibly be different if T had to consider other
circumstances ; but considering the constitution of the
Buard of Guardians of Athy, the attendance theve is
there, and the exceptional intelligence there is as far
as I know amongst the Town Commissioners of Athy,
I think the Commissioners of Athy would be by far
the more competent body to ecarry out sanitary
arrangements. I think they would do it less expen-
sively and much better. More than that, the great
element that is wauting in the present sanitary laws
is what I am convinced will be ultimately supplied.
In my opinion, and I have had considerable experience
of it, I go so far as to say there is an absolute necessity
for effectual local supervision. Under the present Act
and the late Act, I don’t think the omission is suffi-
ciently supplied. The sanitary laws ave likely to be
productive of enormous expense with very little result,
and any body like the Town Commissioners here, where
they have men competent to supervise these things on
the spot, I think can carry out these things much better
than a Board of Guardians, who don’t know the locali-
ties, and have a great many other things to attend to
and without speaking very harshly of them, are utterly
ignorant of the whole thing as a body.

188. Would it in your opinion have a healthy effect,
if those who are at present outside the town, within
the radius of a mile and a half, were added to the con-
stituency, and thus enabled to take part in the affairs
of the town, and be incorporated with the electors and
with those eligible to be Commissioners —Yes, I
t]l:nm‘lc it is desirable to have a mixture of classes, if
possible. T need not tell you it is popularly supposed
blmf. geutlemen have intelligence commensurate with
their education.

189. Assuming that the area was extended and that
the functions of the Board of Guardians were trans-
ferred, do you think it would be desirable to have the

MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES COMMISSION.

control of the roads and bridges, also transferred to 1,
townn body?—I think that question stands tm‘ ,LL
ditferent basis altogether. T am afraid in a place lik,
Athy the taxution for roads and bridges would be enoy.
mously heavy if we took the whole charge of they, -
for instance the flagging of Athy alone has cost ]mu.’
dreds, and the municipal taxation would be uttery
analile to provide for it "

190. You think the expenditure would be increaseq
and that it would fall heavily on the town?—Yes, so
Leavily that I think it would be a bar to any improve.
ment aud it would be found sufficient for them to keep
the roads and bridges without thinking of improve.
ments of any sort.

191. You think the grand jury gives an equivalent
for whatever they receive 7—I do; and I think it ig
fairly and cconomiecally expended.

102, Generally speaking the allegation by town
budies is that while the grand jury reiceve large sums
the town people find it impossible to get anything
done, and at Wexford they said there was £900 paid
to the county grand jury of which £500 went to the
county at large, and that of the £400 balance they got
no equivalent Lut that since they managed things them-
selves they have been able to do all for themselves 1—
Athy is quite different, aud I know the place for a long
time.

193. You found no unwillingness on the part of
the grand jury to do what was asked —No ; they have
on the contrary been always willing on all occasions
to meet the views of the inhabitants provided there
was any sort of equity.

19+, Suppose the legislature did transfer to towns
this jurisdiction over roads and bridges, do you con-
gider that the arable lands contributing within the
municipal district should pay one fourth or the whole
amount T have not cousidered the subject, but prima
Jucie, T don’t see the gronnds on which the distinetion
is made,

195. You think all should come under the same
rule =—7Yes, I don't see why there should bea distine-
tion.

196. Ts theve anything else you would like to suggest
on the subject of this inquiry *—Nothing except that
I thoroughly agree with Mr. Duncan’s recommendation
as to having a controlling power vested in some
superior authority.

197. As regards the division of the municipal rate,
what is your view ; that it should be divided between
the landlord and tenant or paid by the occupier It
is a matter of the most perfect indifference by whom it
is paid, but for the sake of satisfying the ratepayers I
would say divide it.

198, You would do that to satisfy them although it
makes no difference who pays +—.I think substantially
it makes no difforence.

199. Ts there anything else you wish to add?—No.
Except that the municipal accounts have to be audited
by the Local Government auditor.

200. You are in favour of that1—1I am.

Ricrarp T. LEFROY examined,

%01. You don’t live within the municipal boundary 1
—No.

202. Have you any property within it I— No.

203. How does your residence stand as regards the
centre of the town +—1T think it is about & mile and a
half out.

204, Would a radius of a mile and & half include or

exclude you?—I think it would about take me in.
. 205. What is your fecling on the subject, are you
in favour of extension of the boundary or otherwise?
—I have not given the subject any thought, but I don’t
see any objection to our being included because no
doubt we derive benefit from the town.

%06. You are a member of the Board of Guardians ?
—VYes.

206. Would you consider that the sanitary affairs of
the town would be best looked after by the Board of
Guardians or by the Commissioners %—I never had a
doubt on the subject, I think the Commissioners are
the better body.

207. And you consider also that if they had the
power over sanitary matters and looked after them
better it would be reasonable that those living within
a certdin distance should pay a contribution towards
the expenses of the town I —Certainly.

208. Doaes it appear to you that the basis laid down
of ane fourth is fair +—Yes, I think so.

%?9. And you would not individually object to that?
—No.

210. What would be your view with regard to the
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l,,-c.pu.saltc:t.ram;fer the jurisdiction over roads and
bridges, from the grand jury to the town body 2—I
would not be in favour of that; I think the grand
jury would do it better than the town body.

511. As regards the division of the rate, what
would be your view? would you be in favour of
dividing it between the landlord and tenant, or other-
wise =—1I don't think that will make much difference
any way.

912. Assuming there was a general popular feeling

167

that it should be divided 2—Tt will be generally ar-

ranged between the landlord and the tenant who is to

pay, and it mwakes no difference any way.

N?IS. You don’t see anything inequitable in it i—
0.
214. You think they do practically divide it at

present—1 do.

215, And if the general feeling was in favour of

dividing it, you would have no objection 1—No, I

wonld have no objection on my part.

Matnew Macrath, Clerk

916. How many townlands arve there in the elec-
toral division of Athy #—Thirty-two townlands.

917. What is the avea of the electoral division 17—
9,287 acres.

218. And the valuation 7—12,372 10s.

219. Are you aware whether the electoral division
extends equally in all directions from the town or un-
equally ¢—Unequally.

990, What is the furthest point in one direction
to which the electoral division extends?—The furthest
point from the town would be about two and a half or
three miles.

921. In what direction would that bel—Towards
Churchtown, which is in the north.

222, That is about the most remote point ¢—Yes, a
little outside three miles.

923. To the north 7—To the north-west, at Church-
tow.

924, How far does it extend to the south 7—A mile
and a half,

225. How far to the east 1 —About three miles. -

226. How far to the west 7—Two miles.

of the Athy Union, examined.

227. So that it doesn't extend equally2—No sir,

238. Have you had any special rates for sanitary
purposes -—TYes, sir, every year.

329, What is the amount of the speeial sanitary
rates I—Two pence in the pound.

230. What was the nature of the work for which the
rate was assessed I—For sewers in Athy, cleaning and
repairing them, and some new sewers.

231. Not large main sewers I—No, sir.

232. Then, the Guardians have not undertaken any
extensive scheme of sewerage 2—No, sir.

233. Have they had under consideration any
general scheme of drainage 7—Not that T am aware of,

234. Have the Guardians ever been considering the
question, whether it would be desirable that the sani-
tary jurisdiction should be transferred from the Guar-
dians to the Commissioners 7—No, sir.

235. Are you aware, whether the feeling of the
Guardians would be adverse to such a transfer, or in
favour of i47—1I am not aware. It was never spoken
of.

Mr. Lorp, Chairman Town Commissioners, recalled.

236. The Parlinmentary Committee made one recom-
mendation which, in a great many instapces it has
been stated, wounld be utterly impractieable, namely,
that munieipal boundaries should be made conterminous
with electoral divisions. Would it be practicable in
this case to adopt the electoral division as the muni-
cipal boundary  —That would be going outside what
we were proposing.

237, You don’t consider it would be feasible —No.

238. Do you see any advantage that would be
gained by adopting the electoral division as the muni-
cipal boundary 7—No.

239. You think it would be bringing in people who
don't derive much advantage 7—Yes.

240. Mr. Bulwer.—With regard to the sanitary
question you asked, one or two questions that led ma
to belisve that you were anxious to know whether the
Board of Guardians had ever considered any scheme of
sawerage for Athy. I was Chairman of a Committee
appointed by the Guardians to carry out the Sanitary
Act, and at my instance. I pointed out the inadvisa-
Lility of allowing the sewage of Athy to run into the
river, which is strongly forbidden byan Act of Parlia-
ment, and at my request two schemes were con-
sideved, one to convey all the sewage into a large
reservoir, and to treat it in the way it has been treated
in several towns in England and elsewhere, more
particularly in Kilkenny county, at Castlecomes
That was ore scheme to get rid of the feetid matter,
und let the water run off ; and another scheme was to
take the sewage down about a mile and & half away
from the town into low-lying lands, and there dis-
tribute it as it came from the sewers, but the expense
was so very considerable that the Guardians were, I
think, frightened. My own individual opinion is, that
sooner or later some such scheme will have to be
adopted.

241. Such a scheme would involve very considerable
outlay 1T think it would cost about from £3,000 to
£5,000,

242, Would you consider it equitable and fair, that
those outlying lands within a mile and a half should
contribute to that work I—Certainly, and T go a great
deal further, for I think a mile and a half would
scarcely indicate the advantages derived from such a
town as Athy.

943. But still unless you were to extend the boun-
dary beyond that for all purpeses you could not be
extending it for some purposes only 1—1 would be
inclined to extend it beyond that for all purposes; I
look upon such a market town as Athy as of in-
caleulable benefit and advantage to the county.

944 Would you consider the electoral division a
fair municipal district —1I think it would Le very fair
for certain purposes.

945. But not for all purposes I—No.

946. For instance, such a matter as sewerage I—Or
lighting.

947. For such a scheme as that sewerage scheme you
think that a fair district?—Yes, for such a scheme
where there is a wide scheme the advantages would
be more extended. I am entirely aguinst confining the
advantages to the 200 or 300 people immediately over
the sewers. The more flourishing the town the better
for the people who live about it.

948. Mr. Duncan.—For the equalization of taxation
it might be & great object to have the electoral division
constituted the municipal boundary for roads, bridges,
and sanitary affuirs for instance,

949, Mr. O'Briex.—Yes, but a town must be a
town whatever it is, and once you adopt a boundary
it must be for all purposes!—In the matter of light,
what we have to do is very inexpensive,

950. Mr. O'Briex.—Then there are certain purposes
for which you would not consider the electoral division
too large as a municipal district /—XNo, if we undertock
all these purposes.

251, Mr, O'Briex.—For sanitary purposes you
would not consider it too large --No.
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952. Mr. O'Briey.—But for lighting you do?—
Yes.

953. Mr. O'Briex.—And for all other purposes you
would not object to the electoral division as the
municipal boundary?—No, and I think the people
within it would not object if we took on all these
duties. )

254. That would give about three miles, speaking
roughly 1—Yes, the matter of fairs and markets isone
of great interest to the people near a town, and within

MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES COMMISSION.

the electoral division, and the people would have for 4
return their vote, and they would be able to take

in the regulation of the fuirs and markets, one of the
matters that has caused us most trouble is the matter
of fairs, especially pig fairs, and horse fairs, and i
would be well the country people should have a voice
in the regulation of the fairs and markets, and it would
be an essential service for the country, that they should
have power to see what was being done in the town,

Mr. Grovee, Clerk to the Town Commissioners, recalled.

955. There are in the township, 175 persons qualified to vote, and 56 qualified to be Commissioners,

The inquiry then closed.

GOREY-—MONDAY, 24ra FEBRUARY, 1879.

Before Messrs, EXHAM, Q.c.,, and COTTON, C.E.

Mr. O Dempsey, solicitor, asked leave to appear professionally for a number of persons who objected to any
alteration in the boundaries of the town.

Jouxy O'NEILL examined.

1. Cramryax.—You are Town Clerk of Goreyl—
Yes,

9, For how long have you been Town Clerk?—
Since November, 1868.

3. The town is under the Towns Improvement
Aet—Yes.

4, When was it adopted here I—In 1859,

5. Were the houndavies fixed then +—They were.

6. And have the boundaries as then fixed continued
the same ever since 1—They have.

7. Hasthere been any alteration or change in them ?
-—No.

8. What is the population of the town of Gorey?
—1In the year 1871, the population was 2,639,

9. Has the population increased since that or not !
—1I think it has decreased.

10. What is the area of the town at present +—The
present aren is 421a. 1r. 1p.

11. T believe you were good enough to mark on the
Ordnance Sheet the present boundaries I—Yes.

12. Mr. Corron.—Are they taken from any map
yon have, or how did you get them 7—The only thing
I Lad was a little map in the oftice.

13. It was from that you marked it%— Yes.

14. Have you a copy of the Gazette in which the
boundaries are described —No ; I have a copy of the
order from the Lord Lieutenant.

15. Describing the boundaries +—VYes,

16. What is the date of the Gazette —The 2nd
September, 1859, is the date.

17. What is the entire valuation?—The entire
valuation is £3,069 10s.

18. How much of that is land, and how much
buildings +—Buildings £2,646 15s., and land £422
1ds.

19. 'What are the rates that have been struck for
the last five years ; improvement rate, poor rate, and
county cess *—The town rate in 1874 was 6d. in the
£; in 1875 it was 5d. in the £; in 1876 and 1877
there was no town rate struck, and in 1878 it was 5d.
in the £.

20. 'What is it this year—We have struck no rate
this year yet.

21, Will you require a rate 7—Yes.

22. T suppose it will not be greater than in the
preceding years?—No; it will not be greater at all
events, it might be less.

23. What are the poor rates you have been paying 1
—1In 1874 the poor rate was 2s. 10d. in the £, and
there was no sanitary rate ; in 1875 the poor rate was
ls. 9d. in the £, with one penny sanitary rate; in
1876 the poor rate was 1s. 4d. in the £, with one

penny sanitary rate ; in 1877 the poor rate was 1s. 3d.

in the £, and one penny sanitary rate, and in 1878
the poor rate was ls. 7d. in the £, and the sanitary
rate two pence.

24. What has been the county cess during the same
years -—The county cess in 1874 (paid in two iustal-
ments) was 2¢. 3d. in the £; in 1875 it was l1s. 11d.
nearly ; in 1876 1s. 81d. nearly ; in 1877 1s. 7d., and
in 1878 1s. 44d. Thatis, you will see, it has been
decreasing sinee 1874.

25. Was that increase in 1874 owing to anything
the Grand Jury did for the town —No, I don't think
it was.

26. Because I observe there has been a great deal
of flagging done in this town —That wus done from
the year 1875.

27. Were the town Commissioners able to do that,
or was the work done with help from the Grand Jury?
—1It was done in this way. The town Commissioners
applied to the associated cess-payers for a grant.

28. When was that *—In 1875. That was in the
first commencement of the flagging, and they got a
grant of £49 10s. J

29. We don't want the figures, but tell us have the
cess-payers from time to time contributed from the
funds of the Barony at large, towards the flagging of
the town of (lorey?—Yes;they have contributed
lavgely.

30. And then I suppose you have added to that
contrihution out of the rates or by private contvibution !
—Tt has beeu done in this way : first, the grant of the
Grand Jury, and then the shop-keepers, in front of
whose business the street has been flagged, have been
charged with the kerbing, and the deficiency was made
good by the rates,

31. We sent out queries to be considered by your
Board—have they been considered -—At the time in
November when the queries arrived they did not con-
sider them. ‘

32. Have they considered them at all -—They have,
in this way : when the queries came down they aske
me what were the present boundaries of the township
and I could not tell them, and they asked me were
they an English mile.

33. I believe the Town Commissioners are not
unanimous as a body in their opinion as to whether
the boundaries should be extended or not *—No.

34. Did they pass any resolution on the subject?—
They called a meeting of the ratepayers to consider it.

34, But, as a body, the Commissioners did not pass
any resolution on the subject 1—No, sir.

85. Then you are not authorized on the part of the
Comrhissioners, as a body, to offer any opinion on their
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part as to the extension of the boundary or otherwise !
—No, sir. 2

36. Of course you live in the town 7—1I do.

37. Ave you in business in the town I—I am.

37. Having lived here for some time, do you, as a
matrer of fact, know whether lands in the immediate
vicinity of the town are move valuable, and bring more
to the landlord in consequence of their proximity to
the town, than lands further off %—They do, of course,

38. Do the people who hold these lands use the
town of Gorey largely —They do.

39. T suppose they send in their produce daily to
the market; such things as buiter and eggs, ind poultry,
and so on I—Yes, sir.,

40. Could you say to what extent that exceptional
value extends ; does it extend a mile all vound from
the centre of the town, or two miles, or only a half
mile I—1I could not say exactly—I think the lands in
the immediate vicinity ave valued higher than at o
distance.

41. Thatmay avise from other causes ; but could you
s1y whether land in the immediate vicinity within a
certain distance does devive from its proximity to the
town a higher value than land of a similar ‘quality,
that is further oft —I could not say ; I don't under-
stand the question.

42. Suppose that the town was extended a mile aud
a halt from the centre of the town, dould you tell 1ae
Low many voters could be brought in, and to what
extent there would be an increase in the constituency !
—The clerk of the Union would be better able to
tell that.

43, Conld you tell me how many voters ave there
at present rated in the town —About 115 within the
township.

4, How many are qualifiel to he Town Com-
missioners I—T think there are about forty.

45 How many qualified to be Town Commissioners
would be brought in by adopting the radius of a mile
and a half1—Tt would increase the number by about
forty or fifty.

46. Of those qualified to be Commissioners 72— Yes ;
that is, houses of £10 and £12 and upwards, I don't
tiink there would be so many, I think the number
qualified would be raised to about fifty altogether
within the whole increased avea.

47. The township boundary is ouly in two electoral
divisions ; namely, Gorey and Courtown I—Yes, sir,
Gorey and Courtown.

43. It is entirely included within those two elec-
toral divisions =—Yes.

9. To what distance should you go from the town
4t the neavest point to include any other electoral
riiicision —Huntington is a mile on the Gorey-hill
side.

50. How far is the nearest point of Huntington
from the centre of the town I—About an Irish mile,
or a mile and a quarter from the centre. )

51. Mr. Corrox.—How is the town supplied with
gas —By the Gas and Water Company.

52. There is one Company for water and gas?—
Yes, it is a Gas and Water Company. .

53. And the Commissioners pay rent to them t—
Yes, they pay £3 a Jamp for the public lamps. There
are sixteen public lamps in the town.

54. How do the private parties get gas'—By agree-
ment with the Gas Company.

535. CHAIRMAN.—Ave the people heve, as far as you
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know, satisfied with the way the roads are kept by the
Grand Jury 1—J think they are satisfied enough.

56. Amd also with the way the sanitary affairs are
cawried out by the rural sanitary anthority —Yes, I
think so.

57. Mr. Corroy.—Have tle Commissioners ever
considered the advisability of hecoming the sanitary
authority themselves!—They have been speaking of if,

58. But no resolution was arrived at on the subject ?
—No, Twas directed to write to other towns to inquire
how the sanitary work was being done.

09. The sanitary rute you mentioned as being one
penny —VYes.

60. What was that for7— For the water supply.

1. On what district was it struck -—On the con-
tributory district.

2. Coarmaay.—To the eighth query we sent vou,
the reply is, “The Commissioners are of opinion that
it would be of advantage to extend the boundary, if it
would not interfere with the rights of land Lolders
under the Land Act; if so, the Commissioners would
object to any alteration being made in the present
boundary ; secondly, that the extension of the houndary
would lessen the town rate by affurding alarger area,”
and there were present, concurring in that, six of the
Town Commissioners =—That was adopted, not at a
formal meeting, but they came to that conelusion for
the purpose of aiding me.

63. That was the opinion of six of the Con-
missioners I—Yes,

(4. And there ave nine of them altogether I—Yes,

Cross-examined (by CHarrvay, at request of Mr.
O'Dempsey.)

63. I believe you told us you did unot vepresent the
majority of the Commissioners, do you represent even
a considerable minovity of them 2——I am not anthorized
to spenk for any one.

66. Are yon awure that two meetings were held, at
which this proposal for extending the boundiry was
unanimously condemned !—Yes, I think I sent up the
vesolutions of the public meeting to the Doundaries

fammissioners in Dublin,

67. A resolution was pussed it a pablie weeting un
the 31st Jamuary, 1879, to this effeer, - That wny
extension of the existing boundary is whelly us-
necessary and unealled for"1—Yes,

63. I believe, according to the rutes struck, they
amount to about 24, in the pound anmually =Y.

69. What is the rating power of the Commissiouers/
—Up to one shilling. .

70. But you have never been obliged to go ligher
than 2d.1—Yes, a great deal higher.

71. Deesn't the irvegularity of the bonndury conform
to the geographical formation of the town, which I
believe is one long street 2—Yes. n .

72. And of course the boundary is necessarily
oblong to a certain extent F—Yes. _

73. What is the class of people who acenpy the laind
about the towni—Principally gentlemen who luve
dwelling houses ontside, anl persons in the town whe
have land rvound it. 3 )

74, Doesn't it principally cousist of mte payers in
the towu who lave small holdings of land about is l—
Ye'?ﬁ. Which are not at present within the boundary i
—XNo, of course not. :

76. And I believe they pay an increased rent in
respect of these lands outside I—They do.

Wirniax Minter KIRke, examined.

7. CHAIRMAN.—You are Chairman of the Town
Commissioners of Gorey =—Yes.

78. You reside at the park =—Yes. -

79. Is it your opinion that the boundary of the
town should be extended -—Decidedly. ]

80. I believe you have a quantity of land that will
be brought in by any proposed extension +—Yes.

81. That is at present outside the boundary i—Yes.

82. Are you I;wm'e from your own knowledge
whether lands within a certain distance acquire ex-
ceptional value, owing to their proximity to the town ?
—1T am, because I receive an increased rent for them.

83. We have marked on the map before us the

sent boundaries of the town ; to what extent dv the
PI'PSEII z
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lands around the town devive exceptional value from
it They vary according to the character of the lund,
I myself get from £3 to £5 an acre.

81, Within what distance from the centre of the
town is that?2—1J should say half a mile in.

85. Do you receive a higher rent from the lands
thut are just outside than from those inside, or as
high %—Almost the sune rent; I havelands let within
the boundary at present very low, and I have lunds
within the boundary with a considerable increase of
rent since I bought the property in 1870; there are
other lands outside let, which are not higher than
inside, and some also let higher, and it is right to add
that a feeling has got up in the town, that this is
a job of mine for the purpose of raising the rents,
and that it is for the purpose of enhancing the value
of those lands that awe outside.

86. Have you cunsidered to what extent you, as an
individual ratepayer, and as Chairman of the Com-
missioners, think the area shonld be increased 1—No;
T leave that entirely in the Lands of the Commis
sioners, and whether they make it half a mile, or a
mile, or two miles, it is perfectly immaterial to me;
all T want is some regulavity in the boundary.

87. Do yom eonvider that, following the townland
Boundavies s far as posaible, within an area of one
mile, the lunds devive exceptional value from their
proximity to the town I—I win perfectly satistied they
do.

88. You are aware theve isa circle drawn on this
map of a statute mile —Yes, and I helieve the reason
the Commissicners advoecated that in the first instance
was, that they heard, and had the evidence which M.
O'Neill told you ahout, that lie had corresponded with
a great many other towns, and that was what they
wanted.

89. They varied in their views, but, ot all events,
your opinion is that, to the extent of the one mile
civele, and adopting the townlands as newr as possible,
lauds o derive exceptional benefit from the town 7—
Decidedly.

00. Are there a number of gentlemen's seats that
would be included within that area —No, not many,
gomewhere about five, :

91. I observe there is a place called Woodlands, for
instance 1—Yes; and the Cottage, Knockmullen House,
Ramsgate House, and there is General Guise's (St
Waleran's), the Deanery, Coolatin Cottage, Millmount,
Westmonnt, und Ramseate Cottage.

92. I observe that by a circle of a mile n great deal
of your demesne and park would be tuken in I—Yes.

93. Dut following the townland boundary it would
not come up to your house ?—No.

04. And if we followed the townland boundary
which would go half a mile Lelow your Louse, you
would not object to that 7—Not at all. T look upon
it in this light, not as a malter of u few pence more
or less, but what would be the bLenefit. The rates I
peid last year, which were for three years, I look upon
in this broad sense; £3 Ts. Tid. was what I paid,
and I find the valuation I am under at present would
amount to £161, and if a bigger area is brought in
and my neighbours are included, instead of having to
pay 5d. rate in three years, I will have to pay 4d.,
and that, even on the increased area, will result in my
being absolutely nothing more out of pocket, for my
neighbours will be brought in to share the burden.

95. But your neighbours will be brought in to =
less extlgnt than you —No matter.

96. Do the Commissioners supply light to the pre-
sent boundary +—They pay for it!: B¢ e

97. With regard to the proposed increased area,
what would be your view in reference to the Com-
missioners supplying it with light '—I believe we
would have to do so, and thereby incur additional

expense, but I go on the broad principle that if we
tget an increase of taxation we are bound to give value
or it

98. Do you think you would be able to do that,
having regard to the fact that lands only pay one-
fourth. As far as lands are concerned, you would not

MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES COMMISSION.

light them, but if the strects wero increased you woylg
propose that any continvously inhabited portion of the
district should be supplied with light, and tha, g ¢,
water they would have to supply themselves 1—No
I believe the Gus Company would do that alse, '

99. You are aware of the exception in the 63nq
section of the Towns Improvement Act, by which
lands only pay one-fourth —Yes. i

100. Is it your opinion that the land introduceq
should continue to pay one-fourth, or be increased?_
No; I think the contribution is very well and properly
adjusted. Those people living in houses outside, and
visiting the town, would get the greatest value.

101, You are awave that under the Public Healt)
Act of last yemr these lands are only to pay sanitaye
vate on one-fourth +—Yes. :

102. 1s it your opinion they should eontinue to pay
that if they are brought within the boundary of the
town T—As far as this is concerned we ave determined
we shall separute from the guardians, and that we will
undo the provisions of the Act of Twlinment, and go
back to things as they were before.

103. That is, become the wrbun sanitary authority 1
—Yes, because I don’t see the sense of taxing myself
or my fellow-citizeus to the amount of £15 a-year,
when we can get the work doneas well for £7. T will
put money in my pocket by so doing, and so will
every inhabitant of the town,

104. If you became the urban sauitary authority
the lands would have to pay the whole of the sanitary
mate I—VYes; and when I talk of £15 and £7, T speak
of absolute figrres, We are under salaries to the
amount of £30, and we would get half of that from
the Consolidated Fund, and I don’t sce the slightest
use in our taxing owrselves for £15, when we could
act the work as well done for £7,

105. The lands to be bhronght in would he differently
civeumstaneed, would you think it vight there should
Le no altevation in the rate they pay 1—No; hecause
if you bring in lands theve is no cexpense to be in-
curred.

106. Then, at present, as far as the lunds are ina
rural sanitary distriet, the tenant gets half the rate
from the landlord I—Yes,

107. Do you think the rate should he divided 2—
Ves.

108. Do you say the same with regard to the im-
provement rate I—Yes,

109. Then yon are saying that your own tenants
should have power to deduct half the rate from you,
as landlord ? Yes; T think we ave all bound up in the
one bundle.

110, What do you mean by spenking of £15 suni-
tary rate —I think the sunitary ollicer costs us
somewhat about £30 a year. There is a sanitary
officer and sub-sanitary officer. The present sanitary
arrangements are more cxpensive than under the old
regume.

111. Have you taken any steps to get the sanitary -
anthority transferred to you 3—We are going, as soon
as the boundaries are settled, to seek to get back the
sanitary management of the town.

112. Are you satisfied with the way the roads are
kept at jresent —Yes, on the whole we are, and they
are im;:-oving. ]

113. Have the Commissioners considered whether
they will try to become the authority over the roads?
—Not finally, but it was under discussion, and for the
present we are not going to seek the power, for we
have the experience of other towns where it was not
successful, and we believe under the new Grand Jury
Laws we can get the work done properly, and we are
prepared to wait, for we don’t know what the new
Grand Jury Law will do for us,

114, Can you tell us whether your opinion as to the
extension is shared by any number of the Commis-
sioners +—Yes.

115. Then you ave authorized to speak for yourself,
and how many of them }—1I would rather not state
the number, but it is shared in by & great many.
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116. Can you say it is shared in by ratepayers
hesides I—I can’t say.

117. Do you know is it objeeted to by the gentlemen
whose seats would be taken in?—Yes, they would
object to it. o

118, Then you arve only giving as far us possible
vour own individual views only I—VYes, and in my
capacity as chairman of the Commissiouers, and I
pelieve I am not fir wrong in saying they ave pretty
nuanimous.

119. Following the townland boundawry within the
red Jine, how mueh of your land would be talken iu?
—T could not tell hiow much.

120. But it woulidl take in a very considerable pro-
portion 1—-Yes, very nearly a8 much move as what is
in it now. The totnl number of acres I liold is 1527,

121. How much of that 1527 aeres is in the present
nrea 1—I could not tell.

122, Independent of the gentlemen’s seats to be
taken in by the proposed extension of & mile or a mile
and a half, are there many farmers who would be taken
in1—Not many ; it is principally people in the town
who Dbold these accommodation lands, and they are
the people who would be brought in, and then their
ate would be only three halfpence in the pound.

123, Do they use these lands lurgely for grazing !
—Certainly.

124, Do they supply from these furms prodnce
for the town —No, 1 think they jnincipally use the
produce for their own purposes, and any surplus they
have they sell of course.

125. Mr, CortoN.—You know the cleetoral divisions
of Gorey and Courtown—7Yes,

126. I presume wo may take it that it would le
absurd to think of them as o boundary —Yes, There
is only a very little portion of Courtown in the horougl,
and it vuns away to the sea three miles {rom this,

127. The improvement rate of one-fourth would be
payable Ly those owners of land outside, is it your
opinion that half should be borne by thelandlord+—Yes.

128, And would you apply the same principle to
linds at present within the town?—Yes,

120. And the sanitiry rate the sume 1 —Yes.

Cross-examined.

130. Mr. O'Dempsey.—Do you say this opinion of
yows was shared in unanimously +—No, hut largely.

131. Upon what is your opinion formed that this
extension would beucfit the town?—That it would
reduce the taxation to o certain extent fo certain parts,
and bring in others who are equully enjoying the
privileges and not paying anything,

132. How many would it bring in }— Aliout a dozen
or fifteen.

133. Have you counted them?—No, but I havegiven
eight or ten.

134, Is that all the cases 1—No.

135, How many is the constituency —1I don't know.

136. What benefit would extension bestow on the
ten who would be taken int—It wonld bestow very
considerable benefits. Up to the present time the
inhabitants of the town, as you have been informed,
have flagged it and cleansed it, and everything of that
sort, and I myself and the gentlemen living around
enjoy these privileges without paying for any of them.

137. What advantage would it confer on these
Ieople within a mile and a half, more than on Lady
Esmonde, say 1— Yes, « great deal more, for every time
she comes into the town these people come a dozen
times, and the same answer applies to the whole of
them, and I am sure Greneral Guise comes in twenty
times for every once Lady Esmonde comes in.

138. Are there any other advantagesi—Yes, they
would get their letters and telegrams delivered free.

171

L‘“lY_ Esmonde .dc‘les not. It is well known what
benefits people living near a town get as opposed to
persons living four or five miles away.

139. T believe anyone living five miles away can get
their letters by leaving a bag at the Post Office —
Yes ; and they have to pay for it.

140. You will deliver them free to Mr.
for instance 2—Yes.

141. Do you think would tlis estension be any
Denefit to you —Perhaps it would, and pevhaps it
wonld not; and as far as I am coneerned if the Cow-
missioners fix the boundary at a mile or a mile and a
lialfy, T am quite satisied with their decision.

142, Do you think it would confer any additional
rights on you in respect of your tenants?—I don’t
believe it wonld. i

143. Assuming that it would make those lioldings
brought within it townparks, would it confer any
benefit —It would, and it would not.

144, Tsn't it a fact that since you got this estate you
Lave doubled the rents —No. not all. i

145. Well, nearly all —That is a different question.

145. Isn't it a fact that in one instance at least in
which I have specific instructions you doubled the rent
within the boundary, and you left untouched the land
in the same man's possession outside the boundary 14—
T did for the present.

146. There i3 no such thing in Gorey as a suburl
wliere people live who carry on business in the town ?
—No, except two or three. '

147. It is strictly a rural town?—Yes. I believe
theve are only two who live outside, and have husiness
in the town.

148, Cmammyax.—You know several other towns
well ; in your opinion does it apply to them all that
lands within a certain distance derive exceptional bene-
fit from their proximity to the town +—Yes.

149, Tstheve anything in the circumstances of Gorey
to make it different from any other towns?— Na. not
the slightest. Tu the Keundy estate, which my futher
bought in 1863, and which you will have an opportunity
of inspecting presently, you will find that what is the
case there is the case here. I say the lands derive
exceptional valne. You will find it su.

150. My. O'Neill told us it was the Grund Juyy did
the paving *—No ; it is done partly by them, and partly
by the people who have flags opposite their houses.

151. General Gatise.—There is one thing that I would
like to put to Mr, Kirke with respect to his evidence,
and that is that he should define something of the ad-
vantages which Le says will vesult from extension of
the houndaries. His reason for extending the boundary
is, that it would give a regular boundary. What do
you mean by a regular boundaty, and what advantages
does it give —If you take & statute mile or an Irish
mile round from the market house, that gives a regular
boundary. . .

151. What advantage does that givel—It gives a

definite thing. Some of it at present is within less
than a quarter of a mile from the market house, and
other parts of the boundary are a mile and & quarter
away.
152. What advantage would that give7—It puts
every one on an equal footing, because I can't see the
fair play or common sense of having a town going out
a quarter of a mile in one direction, and a mile and
quarter in another direction.

153. But that is owing to the shape of the town? -
Yes; and a radius of a mile will bring it in.

154. But is there any specific reason why that ex-
tension world confer especial advantage?—It is just to
Dring every person within a certain fixed distance of a
given point in the town within the radius, and to cause

them to pay.

Hamilton,

MicuaEL JoserH REDMOND, examined. 3
156. You are a Town Commissioner at presenti— Satmmnd.

1!_55. CHAIRMAN.—Are you a Commissioner —I was
chﬂ:lrman of the Commissioners before Mr, Kirke, and
I wish to give my evidence, subject to the condition
that any alteration of the boundary will not cause
tenants to lose their tenant right.
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of their land owing to its proximity to the toww ! —Of
cowrse any land in the immediate vicinity of the towu
is rented at a great deal higher than land outside.

160. Then, as I understand you, you avein favour
of extension, but that is on the understanding that su.ch
extension shall not interfere with any rights that exist
at present, in favour of the occupiers of those outside
lands under the Land Act, or with any privileges they
have?—Yes. I am a very large contributor.

161. Have you considered the extent to which this
extension should go, bearing in mind that we e to
take cave to keep the townlands boundaries as the
boundaries of the town 2—No ; Icould not suggest any
particular extension. i

162. How far would you say that lands devive from
the present borough that exceptional advantage’—
That is o very difficult question. Some purts of the
townland derive more advantage than in other divec-
tions.

163. But, as a general question, within what radins
would you say the land derives this advantage?—
I would rather not decide any purticular distauce.

164. But we must depend to a great extent on the
distance to which the land derives additional advantage?
—T would extend the boundary considerably in some
directions.

165. Why in some divections more than othevs?—
Because I would malke the township more regular; it
extends more in one direction than another.

166. Would you extend it more north or south or
east or west —I am not able to apswer that question.

167. Taking a circle of a mile from the centre of the
town would bring in the railway, and they pay mno
rates at present?—It would be very desirable to bring
them into the township,

168. If you were to extend the bounduwry to the
north-east and to take in the railway, would it not he
fair to extend the boundary correspondingly round
other portions of the town %—1I don't feel competent to

ive an opinion on that,

169. But at all events you are of opinion it should
be extended some distance beyond the present bound-
aries?—Yes. Of course, subject to the condition [
have mentioned as to the Land Act.

170. Have you formed any opinion as to the rating
of these lands that would be brought in, and whether
they should continue to pay one-fourth 2—Yes ; I think
they should pay one-fourth.

171. Have you considered the question, whether if

MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES COMMISSION,

t]lﬂy are b]-ong.[lt witlin the bm"l‘ﬂ_ﬁ_‘il half of the vai
should be paidl by the lndlord i—I. thindk it shoege ™

172. Have you considered, with vegard to the 111{1(]
1o be bronght in, and that would only have to 1‘1:'
onc-fouwrth of the improvement rate asg gt 1)1‘&52:;1{
whether the whole of the district to be bl‘m!ghi, iz:
should get the benefis of light from the muicipa]
Commissioners, or would you consider it woul] -
enough to give light in any continnously inhiabited
district —That is all we could be expected to do, The
mere land would not want light.

Cross-examined.

173. Mr. O’ Dempsey.—Axve there any lamps wanted
at all 7—There are dozens wanted if we could afforg to
put them up.

174. Have you formed no opinion ab all as to what
advantages would be derived by the persons to e
brought in —Ne.

175. You have not formed any opinion on the
subject—No ; but T think they have a perfect right to
pay for the accommodation of having the town to come
into, having such a place to resort to for different
purposes.

176. Can you poiut to any special advantage they
have -—No. :

177. Would the fact of their being near the town,
within a mile, for instance, give them in your opinien
any additional advantages over the people who were
say three miles from the town?—No ; only they use
the town often.

178. The farmer living a mile from the town—is
he likely to use the town oftener than the farmer who
is several miles away 7—Not so much the farmers as
the gentry.

179. Are there more than two or three to whom
that could allude—Oh yes, seven or cight.

180. The great majority of the lands ave occupied
by farmers who uscithe lands for their maintenance '—
Yes, and it is an advantage to them to have a market
near them where they can dispose of their articles.

181. Is it any advantage more than if it was three
miles from them }—T¢t is very small, but it is an ad-
vantage to them.

182. Do you know of any of the Commissioners who
are in support of the ecxtension?—I don't mention
names, but I think they ave all in favour of it. T was
the ouly one who objected to it.

183. Batthey did not propose any resolution }—No.

Wirnrasr Gramay, examined.

184. CHAIRMAN.—You are one of the Town Com-
wmidssioners 7—I am one of the oldest members on the
Boaxrd.

185. Have you any land outside the boundary?—
Yes.

186. T may take it that your evidence is given on
the supposition that the land outside to he brought in

would not lose any rights under the Land Act%—That

is what I understand, otherwise I would not Le in
favour of extension.

187. Giving your views on that supposition, what
is your view, do you think that the land to a certain
distance around the town does acquire exceptional ad-
vantage from its proximity to the town as a market
town —1I don't know that. T am not for extension at
all. Tam well satisfied with the boundary as at present,

188. Do you think that the land within a mile of
the town pays more rent than if it was three miles off?
—Some does and more does not.

189. Is it your view as a rule that the Jands close
to a market town derive benefit from their proximity
to the town !—They do sometines ; it is convenient to
people to have a market to come into. : :

190. Do you think that Gorey affords that advan-
tage 2—For some places. ’

191. You know the present boundary of the town ?
—Ves; I do, well.

192. Do you mean there is no portion of the land
outside the boundary of Gorey that derives advantage

from its proximity to the town, that the tenant is not
able to pay a better rent, and that the landlord is nob
able to get a higher price for the land on account of
its being close to the town +—What T understand by
that is town parks. Some of them are paid for at ex-
orbitant sums,

193. Do the lands outside pay move rent -—Some
of them do, and more do not.

194, Then the landlords who get this larger rent,
get it inasmuch as these fields are in the nature of
town fields —Yes, quite right. ’

105. Isit your opinion that anyone ought to pay
for that any portion of the rates?—I don’t know; it
is immaterial to me one way or the other.

v 196. The landlord at all events gets a large rent!—
es.
197. And isn’t the tenant able to pay the larger

vent —1I don’s know about that. .
198. How many acres do you hold yourself outside

the present houndaries 7—Six acres twenty perches.

199. Where is that 2—Ramstown, lower.

200. What is the valuation of that +—The poor law
valuation is £5 a year. .

201. According to the present rating, if you were
brought in, your rate would have been only 5d. for
the last three years, and on the three years you would
pay a penny farthing, and if you got half back from
your landlord, why it would not be more than & balf-
penniy one-eighth in the three years—would you object
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to pay that 1—I would sooner have the Loundary
where it is.

902. Would you sugg&t.tlmt Mr. Kirke should not
be brought in, or do you think he should pay anything
towards the town %—If he was brought in he should
pay; but I don't think he has any right to pay at all.

i

203. Then you would not increase the boundary at
all 7—No; I would not be for the extension at all N |
think things are very well as they are.

204. Would you suggest that the boundaries should
be lessened +—T would leave them as they are.

WiLniax Wesg, examined.

905. CuAmRMAN.—Are you living in the town 7—

am.

206. How long have you been living here 2—Move
than twenty yeavs.

907. Do you know the present municipal bounds —
T do, pretty well. )

208. Is it your opinion that the lands outside derive
exceptional value from their proximity to the town 1—
I believe they derive some benefit.

209, That is, I suppose, that the occupiers arve able
to buy their goods and sell their produce at the market
at the town —7Yes, and draw their manure from the
town. It doesn't take them so long to come into the
town, or to the market.

210. Where do the people about draw sand and
coal from =—They draw it from the railway, and from
Courtown Harbour, and Ballymoney.

211. Do people up at the southern side dvaw produce
through the town —They do, in a great measure, any-
one living outside the town has to come through it to

t coal,

213, At all events they have to use the town in
winter nights when it is dark =—Yes, of course.

213. And do you think it is advantageous to them
to have the town lighted 7—Yes, I think it is a great
benefit to them on market days and fair days. i

914. Have you formed any opinion as to extension ;
do you think the present boundary ought to be ex-
tended 1—I do, to a certain limit.

215. What would be your view of the limit?—
About a mile.

216. Following the townland boundaries as far as
possible 7—Yes, on the conditions that the right would
not be interfered with under the Land Act, or any
other Act.

217, Is it your view that they should have to
pay ouefourth of the town rate whatever that may be?
—1I think it is very fair.

218. Do you think they derive, as compared with
the man in the town, benefit to the extent of ome-
fourth —I think the people outside derive nearly as
much benefit as I do.

219. Have you thought at all whether the rate should
he divided between the landlord and tenant?—Yes,
that the tenant should get Lalf from his landlord. I
think he is entitled to it.

220. Because the landlord gets a larger rent on
account of his land being close to the town 1— He does,

Cross-examined.

221. Mr. O'Dempsey.—You have no land yourself?
—No; there are not many farmers within a mile of
the town ; there are a good many gentlemen about
who derive benefit.

222. What benefit does the man who lives a mile
away derive over the man who lives three miles away?
—In the first place he has not so far to come to the
town.

223. Isthat the onlything?—No, he has other things,
if a man lives three miles away he would not come
in at all, if there is 2 wet day, but the day may clear
up and he can then come in if he lives near the town ;
then there is the extra wear and tearon his cart, and
the extra time occupied in coming in and going out.

224, How do you arrive at the estimate that one-
fourth is a proper charge *—1T think the land is already
charged one-fourth, and that I think is fair.

225, Do I understand you, that you would form a
different estimaie of the amount a man should pay
according to the distance he is from the town'—The
man outside doesn't pay anything at present.

226. You say that your rates as an occupier in the
town are necessarily increased hy the use the people
outside make of your roads, and they should pay
something m—Yes, and we have been obliged to keep
up the roads for them up to the present time.

997. Might you not as well take in the barony —
No, because we would then have to have a chief
constable and all that.

9228. I believe there are a good many outside against
extension —There are a good many outside who are
owners of land, and are in favour of extension, only
they are afraid their rights will be taken away under
the Land Act.

299. General Guise.—As to the disadvantages to
the town by reason of this coal being assumed to go
through the town, I should like to ask how many of
those who will be hrought in under the extension w&ll
be likely to use much of the lighting of the town in
bringing in coal, because it seems to me, that myself,
and a great many who would be brought in, don’t derive
any such advantage. '

Ricuarp CREIGHTOY, examined.

%_30. CrArraraN.—Youare clerk of the Gorey Union?
—Yes,

231. You live in the borough at present?—I do.

232. Are you a rated occupier I—VYes.

233. How much land do you hold outside the
boundary —About twenty-four statute acres.

234, What is the valuation of the twenty-four
acres -—Upwards of £30 a year.

235. Do you pay a higher rent for that on account
of your proximity to the town1—1I am very doubtful
on the point, I hardly think I do; my land is con-
sidered a farm, and has always been considered such,
and not a town park.

236. Don't you pay more for the same quality of
land having regard to its being so close to the town,
than you would pay for the same quality of land out
in the country +—Not myself, as I am situated.

237. But suppose that land was in the market, and
that you were not tenant of it at all, don’t you think
that the landlord would get more rent for that farm
on account of its being so close to the town fhan if it

was three miles away 1—Not as a farm ; if it wus cut
up and let in small Jots it would let for more.

238, But suppose it was put up for sale in the
market, don’t you think it would bring more on account
of its proximity to Gorey I—No, I don't think it would.
Land has been sold in the immediate neighbourhood
of Gorey, at Mr. Ram’s sale, for less than land three

3 iles away. )
” ;’ggr I]J;n you tl{mk that land within & mile of the
town does derive advantage from its proximity to the
market -—That all depends oi the town. In Ennis-
corthy and Wexford there are suburbs, an] there is s
tremendously large population, but there is really no
market in Gorey for market produce. People three
miles out get the same price for their potatoes as in
the town, and there is no difference except the dr:tame.‘

940. Do they frequent the town as & market town
“gﬁ‘ Do they frequent the town after night $-—Yes,
oxi market days as much as the town people.N

942, And iso'b that a benefit to them +—Not more
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than to the people living three or four miles off, and
when Lord Courtown is at home, or Lady Esmonde,
they make as much use of the town as General Guise
or Mr. Hamilton or Mr, Kirke. The boundaries of
the townlands ave all irvegular, and unless you cut
houses and land you will have to take the townland
bounduries, There are ouly a few acres of Gorey Cor-
poration lands outside the townships.

243. Mr. Corros.—Why did they do that with the
Gorey Corporntion land2—1I could not tell yon. I
thiuk it was a mistake in making it so. Gorey 18 an
old Corporation, and under the Irish Parliament it sent
a member to Parliament, and I think these boundaries
were fixed then,

244, Cnamyay.—Do the people living outside
supply milk and butter to the town *—No, the people
living in the town lave nearly all fields of their own
the greater part of them are within the town at present.

245, Do they buy milk #—Yes, from shopkeepers.

246, Where do the shopkeepers get it from —
From the fields outside.

247. And don't they derive advantage in that way !
—1It is very trifling.

248. But there is a very large acreage to be brought
in =—Take for instance the articles of butter and milk,
there arve people coming in for three miles and selling
it for the same price as the shopkeepers, and they get
no greater advantage than the man a mile off.

249, That admits they get some advantage —VYes,
they save half-an-houy in the transit, and they must
have some one to send in with it and a horse and cart,
but the pecple in the town must have the same. I
would like to disabusge yonr mind about the sanitary
act. Mr, Kirke made a great mistake about the sani-
tary act. There is no such thing as £15 saving at all.
There is no sanitary expense here exeept the water
rate, which is one penny in the pound on the average.
It is twopence this year.

250, Mr, Corron.—On what distriet is that one

MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES COMMISSION.

wnny sanitary rate struck —Tt is on eiah
IlJE the electoral division in the town, andlfwfz E;];:;I;: tls

951. What are the names of them —Ballyowen X
Ramsfort Park, Clonattin, Lower, Creadh Demmur
Govey Corpovation lands within and wit-lm:’ut the m“.e’
Gorey-hill, Knockmullen, Ramstown, Low 5
bridge, and Mill Lands.

253, That rate was fur the water supply 1—Yes

253. Water is not supplied outside the presen
boundary —No, sir : I think water is supplied in ope
case outside the boundary. There is a fountain,

264, And many of these townlands though wteq
fur the water are not supplicd with water '?—They are
not.

255. Did the guardians fixed that rating I—Ves
With vegad to the sanitary rate, if the Commissioners
take the sanitary rate it will Le altogether a new ang
additional expense. The cost of the staff in the union
is ab present less than one farthing in the pound. The
Town Commissioners will have to pay a sanitary staff
They will have to pay three or perhaps four oﬁinials,
and that will be an additional expense on the town
rates just in the same way as county officers would
have to be paid if they took up the Grand Jury vates,
I suppose there is no wse in my entering my .pl'otest
against my rights being taken away.

256. Are you against extension of the boundary
irrespective of that question 7—1I am.

257. Suppose there was an extension of a mile, wht
would bhe the increase in the population within the
district -—TIt would be very little. It is very slightly
populated. '

258, Would there be many farmers brought in who
nrs vesident on small farms outside the present bound-
ary !—There would.

259. That is persons not living in the town 7—Yes,

260. Abont how many —Fifteen about,

261. Aud there would lie about eight or ten gentle-
men's places brought in ¥—Yes.

er, Govey.

GENERAL GUISE examined.

262, UHAIRMAN.—You live outside the town 17—
Yes.

263, You know the present boundaries 7—TI have a
sort of vague idea of them ; they are not very strongly
defined ; they went on the fact of townlands.

264. And we are divected still to keep as near town-
land boundaries as possible ; is it your opinion there
should be any extension ?—1I can’t see the least reason
for it. If any reason can be shown, I will be prepared
to consider it, but I can't see any reason for it.

265. Take any market town in Ireland ; is it your
opinion that the lands within a mile or so of the centre
of the town don't derive some exceptional benefit from
their proximity to the town +—That depends on cir-
cumstances, I can well understand that in Ennis-
corthy for instance they are getting a benefit from the
town, in the sale of produce to the people in the town,
but here it is different, and T can’t see the benefit
exactly.

260. With regard to your own residence, don't you
use the town yourself +—1I never use the town except-
ing it is for the benefit of the town. For instance, I
come in to petty sessions once a fortnight, and I come
to the poor-house, and I use the church in the same way
as if I lived in one of these rural places; but I don’t
see what emetgtional benefit arises from that point, for
I would use the church the same if it was not in the

town at all.

267. Do you use Gorey as a market town 7—Well,
there are markets all round ; there is 2 market at
Glenogue hill, and according to that view you should go
there and extend the bounds too. Mr. Creighton has
corroborated the view I hold, that there is no increase
of value given by the proximity of the lands to the
town. I certainly don't think there is, and I certainly

don't use this town much at night—I can unswer
for that.

268. Don'’t you use Gorey as a town for buying your
marketing i—Very little, and whatever use I do make
of it is because I wish to assist the people in the town,
and it is only for that reason I come to it at all. I
could get the articles in many cases cheaper down from
Dublin, so that it is only for the purpose of assisting
the people in the town that I deal in it. One likes to
help one's neighbour when he can, and I think it is
right that I should assist the town whenever I can;
but in some cases I find the difference is so great it is
hetter to get the goods from Dublin.

269. Have you much land yourself +—No. I don't
attempt tillage ; I have only about twenty-four Ivish
acres.

270. What is your valuation 21 believe it is £66.

271. Don't you think you derive advantage to the
extent of half onefourth the rate —Well, that is very
small, but what is there to stop this rate, or to keep
it at that infinitesimal value ? Suppose aliberal Town
Council came in and began all sorts of improvements,
where would the rate be then and what could we do?

272. According to their present power they can
only go up to one shilling and not beyond it *— Well,
I would not like to see it at one shilling.

Cross-examined.

273. Mr. O'Dempsey.—You have your own resid-
ence and a number of houses on your land +—1 have
my own house.

274. And under this scheme any house taken in
would be rated at the full amount +—VYes.

275. And not one-fourth +—No, and as to the coal,
none of us out there come under that objection. There
might be something in the objection if it concerned us.
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MicnaeL KELLY, examined.

976. CHATRMAN.—You are a ratepayer in the town
of Gorey +—Yes, sir.
977. Have you land outside the boundary 2—

o. . . .
978. What is your valuation 1—T can't tell.

979, Ts it your opinion the boundary should be ex-
tended —1 think in a small place like this it doesn’t
require it. It is o very small little market town ; it
is not Iike a large place.

980. Do you think the people having farms round
the town and living outside the Loundary don’t get
advantage from the lighting of this town, and dow't
use it7—1 don’t think they get much advantage.

981. Do you think they get any advantage -—They
might get & little, but I don't think it could be any
great advantage to them.

282. Do you know of your own knowledge whether
some of these farmers close to the town sell milk and
butter +—Yes ; and they sell it four or five miles away
as well.

283. But the people near the town sell them too !
—Yes ; and the people far out sell them too.

284. But the people far ont don’t get the same ad-
vantage =—Yes, to a great extent; the first markets
are not go early, and they have more time to come in.

985. Doesn't it take more time, for instance, for the
man who lives several miles away to come into the

town than the man who lives outside it —Of course
it does.

286. And the man whose time is occupied must be
paid +—Of course, but the difference is nothing.

287. Is it your opinion that the fact of bringing in
anybody would lessen your rute, and do vou still
believe, after what you have heurd, that they should
not be brought in?—I am quite willing to pay the
rates I am paying in the town. )

28R. Do you think these people outside should not
pay sometling to help you with the rates 7—I think
what they would pay would not make a great differ-
ence.

289. But no matter whether it only made a differ-
ence of £2 or £3 a year?—I don'’t think they get
much benefit from it. There is not one here after
night.

290. Having heard the matter explained, are you
%iii of opinion that this extension is not necessary I—

es.

201. And that the people around derive no sub-
stantial advantage from the town +—No.

292, General Guise.—We have to pay for the
light we use, and as to flagging, it appears to have
been half paid by the couuty, and we are entitled,
therefore, to half of the fingging, but the town is
getting the extra value out of it, yet they only paid
half of it.

WirtLtan REYNOLDS, examined.

293. CEarrMAN.—Are you living in the town 1—
Yes.

204. Are you a rated occupier —Yes,

295. Have you land outside the present boundary ?
—Some.

206. How much have you outside the present
boundary +—Three and a half acres in one pluce, and
five in another,

297. Would the land be brought in by the mile
rudius +—One part of it would, and the other would
not.

298. What is the pavt that would be within the
radius valued at +—=£4 10s., and I pay £9 for it.

289. Am I right in thinking you pay that lareer
rent because the land is so close to the town —1I think
itis on that account, or rather the improvements I
have made on the land.

300. Would that land be as valuable suppase it was
three miles from the town %—Not guite.

301. Then it derives some advantage by heing near
the town %—Yes.

302. And it is move valuable to the landlord because
he gets the larger rent for it 1—He gets a larger rent.

303. And it is more value to you because it is so
close to the town?%—It is not so very close, but it is
within a mile.

304. Do you sell produce +—No. '

305. You use that for your family purposes +—Yes.

306. Is it your opinion that there should be exten-
sion or not +—1I believe it would be injurious to the
whole inhabitants of the town to have any extension.

307. Do you mean that, as confined to the rate-
payers who have no land, or to those who have la.nd_%
—1I have heard a great deal about reduction of the

rates ; they are small now, and I think that instead of
a reduction they would be increased hy the incrensing
of our boundaries.

308. Why do you think so ?—Because there would
b a staff’ of officinls employed that is not now em-
ployed, and then their salaries would come out of our
rates.

309. What staff do you ullude to?—The sanitary
town inspector, and all that.

310. At present, taking in a mile, or whatever you
would take in, would not make you the urban sanitary
authority #—No, nor give power to take in the roads.

311, But they may have power over the roads if
they apply for it —Then there would be about eleven
miles of road about the town to Le repaired by us.

312. At present they have not the roads, nor can
they get them without what is tantamount to an Act
of Parliament 1—But th -y iutend to luok for the sani-
tary power. - "

313. With regard to the existing state of facts,
what is your opinion as to extension, leaving the other
questions about roads and sanitary matters out of
sight for the present?—DMy opinion is it would be
injurious to the infabitants ; they would suffer from it.

314, That is, that in the future they would suffer?
—Yes.

315, You are, I believe, one of the largest business
men in the town?—I have a large business in the

wn ; m r law valuation is £35.
t'O.?.lf::',. I:!yg;l?l: land a mile away more valusble than
land two miles offi—Just the difference there is in

ing manure or bringing in a cow. )

317, It would cost you more if it was two miles off |
—VYes.

Tromis MULLIGAN examined.

318. CHAlrMAN.—You are a rated occupier in the
town — Ve,

319, And have land outside the town }—Yes ; about
170 acres.

320. Would it all be within a mile from the town?
—Yes. T have some within the township boundary ;
about two and a half acres.

321. Do you think this land you have round the

town is not more valuable than if it was three miles
off —Well, I have made it valuable to myself. I have
land far away that was more valuable. It was mo
value to me until I made it valuable.

392, How did you do that +—By my own labour and
manure. I have & farm some two miles away, and I
could have made it valuuble nearly as cheap as this.

393. Take the land you have at present within the
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township boundary. Does it cost you less to manure

acres within the boundary, I had no way of getting
manure to it unless on a man's back, until I cut away
four and a half feet of rock.

324, In reélaiming land ean you not reclaim land
close to the town for less than land further off #-—No ;
because I can get labour cheaper out there than near
the town.

325. But you can draw manure easier to the place
that is close to the town ?—But I could keep a horse
cheaper out there than in the town. .

326. Then you have no advantage. Is it your
opinion that your two and a half acres should be taken
off the town —I paid only £6 for that when I got it,

MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES COMMISSION,

and now I pay £13 for it, and that is
own labour on it improving it.
327. TIs it your opinion that we should
field you have in the town outside the bonnd;l:: tﬁ;ﬁ
doesn't matter where you put it; hut I knoy itywmlﬁ
Le a great injury to the people of the town to |
boundary extended. -
328. That is that it would be injurions to t
in the town who have lIaud outside —Wea wo:;;(ﬁ:ﬂe
no protection of owr rights. My opinion, and, g5 ﬂlrai
I know, the opinion of all persons outside would by
against being taken in on any terms if they are to o
the benefit of the Land Aect, I have lost my rieht
under the Land Act in respect to this small i o
land.

all owing to my

Bervarp Froop, examined.

329, CmARMAN.—Avre you a ratepayer in the town
of Gorey +—T am.

330. And you have land outside the town %—VYes,
and inside also, and I have about five landlords,

331, Ave you for or against any extension of the
boundary of the town —1 am against any extension ;
no matter how it goes I am against it.

332. How much land have you outside the boundary
of the town?—About thirty-eight acres, and I am
afraid they might lay the claw on it too.

333. What is your valuation =—£30 a year.

334. Don'’t you think you pay more for it because
it is near the town 2—I don’t know.

335. Where is the land that is outside the boundary §
—Tt is o good distance off. '

336. Then, except what you have in the town, your
land is a mile and a half away *—VYes.

337. Is there any of it within a mile—No,

338. Do you thiuk this extension would be any
subgtantial benefit to the town %—No ; I think it woul
be more harm than good.

339. Suppose any gentleman in the neighbourhaod
was to make the town a present of £25 a year in aid
of the rates, would that be any benefit I—T don’t think
it would. He would want something in return for it.

Jaxnes Doyre, examined.

340. CHAIRMAN,—Ave you a ratepayer in the town
—1IL am.

341. And have you land outside the town also +—
Yes.

342. Within the mile radius I—Yes.

343. How much land have you outside the town
boundary 7—About three acres within a mile of the
town.

344,
o year.

345,

‘What is the rent of that land 1—£6 17s, Gd.

Do you think it is more valuable by reason of

its being cloge to the town ?—It is more for accommoda-
tion than anything clse we have it, T have a house
in the town, but I don’t live in it; I live within three
miles of it.

346. Don’t you send your produce from this three
acres into the town?%—I never got 4d. out of it these
three years, only what I brought into it.

347, What is the value of the three ncres —£5 10s
or therenbouts. I think it is better to leave usas we
are.

Joux DoyLe, examined.

348,
—1I do.

349. Ave you rated in the town ?—My father is,
but he is not able to attend here to-day.

350. Has he any land outside the boundary —Yes.

3?11. ‘Within a mile of the town 1—Yes, and outside
a mile.

352. 'Within a mile of the town how much land has
he T—About 20 acres.

353. Does he pay more rent for that 20 acres of
land because it is so close to the town?—He has to

CrarrMAN.—Do you live in the town of Gorey ?

pay for it on account of improvements he made in it

himself. It was worth nothing when he got it.

354. But suppose your father had liberty to assign
it or to sell it +—He has not liberty.

355, Is it more valuable to the landlord through
heing so close to the town?—To the landlord it is, but
to the tenant it is not.

356. Don't you think if your father was out cf that
farm, and the landlord wanted to set it, he could get
more from a good tenant for it —He could not have
better than my father. ‘

357, But isn’t it more valuable by reason of its
proximity to the town?—No, it is more value further
off. The land near the town is bad on account of

vermin of all sorts, - :

308. The land further off is better —Yes. There
is some of my father’s land iuside the town, and what
was inside was raised from £6 to £13, and the land
ontside was not raised at all.

359. The outside land was not raised —No, what
was inside the corporation was raised, and what was
outside was left as it was.

360. Your opinion is that at all events taking even
a mile radius round the town the land is not more
valuable in the market than land three miles offt—I
think it is as valuable outside the town.

361. But is it more valuable —I can’t exactly say.
I know we have land four miles from the town, and
it is more valuable than land that is inside the town
and as to the milk, if it was as dear .as whiskey it
would not pay the rent. --

362. Mr. Corrox.—Would you be in favour of
having the boundary lessened %I think everyone 18
satisfied with it as it is, gentry, farmers, and shop-
keepers. - :

363. And you don't want anybody to come in to
help the town +—No, the town is very well satisfied to
pay their rates, and T think the farmers who arecoming
into the town have rates enough on them outside the
mile—more than they are able to pay. . - AN

- # S
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Mr, CLirr OwEeN, examined,

364, CHAIRMAN.— Are you at present within the
town boundary ?—No, I am outside it. I live at
Knockmullen.

365. Would you be brought in by the mile radins?
__Ves. Tamabout an eighth of o mile outside the town.

366, How much land have you?—I have a very
old leasehold on it. A grent deal of money has been
spent, and it is very cheap.

367. Suppose that land was in the market would it
bring more on account of its proximity to the town,
than if it was three miles off 7—It might, as villa
residences, but I don't thinlk the land would be any-
thing more.

3(8. For instance would not the farmer have faeili-
ties for getting manure from the town %—He would, but
two or three miles off he would have the same facilities.
There is no daily market, it is only a weekly market.

369. But the man who is closer to the town saves
time, and he must have similar advantages in other
respects 1—1I think the advantages extend to a certain
area for those who use Gorey, and I think these people
improve the town, and if they did not come in the
shopkeepers would not be able to live.

370. Still they use the town and the shoplkeepers

t the advantage from their coming in?-—Yes.

371. And you also have the advantage of having
close at your door the opportunity of buying under
more advantageous terms than if you were three or
four miles off +—Not sufficient to cause us to be brought
in to the boundary.

372. Do you think you ought to pay anything, let
it be the smallest coin you can imagine, towards the
lighting and keeping up of the town?—My idea is
that that argument would just as well apply to an
area of three or four miles, and to all the people who
use the town.

373. Yes, but it would be very hard to increase the
town out to that distance 1—1 think the circular line
has attracted a good many people ; it looks a compact
and nice boundary. If the boundary was extended a
mile it would be ag irvegular, for it would go by town-
land boundaries.

374. Mr. Corrox.—You think that in the extension
of any town it would be advisable to keep to townland
boundaries as much as possible ?—T think it would be
much more convenient for the collection of taxes. I
am a tax collector myself, and T know it is very incon-
venient when townlands run into one another,

375. It would be an advantage to adhere to the
townland boundaries —Yes, T think the boundaries
should be the same ; it would facilitate the collection
of rates if the town boundaries and the townland
boundaries were the same. We have no guarantee

GOREY.

that we will not be contracted out of the Tand Agt, Feb 3200,
and as to the railway, it benefits as wuch by the town Clff Dwen.

as the town by the railway ; if I was ownerof Knock-
mullen in fee, I would vote for the extension of the
boundary to Knockmullen.

376. What would be your reason for that?—I would
get more for it if let to a tenant, but there would lLe
i chance of doing away with the goodwill of it, if the
boundary was extended, at present ; I have a certain
goodwill of the lands, and if they were brought in I
would be jeopardising that.

377. But suppose you were absolutely protected
against anything of that kind, would you be for ex-
tension, particularly if yon would only have to pay
one-fourth of the valuation, and half of it should be
paid by the landlord *—It would be for my own good,
but it would not be for the good of the town !

378. Why do you think it would not be for the good
of the town —Because I don't think there is any reason
brought forward why these houndaries should he altered.

379. Except that these outlying districts would have
to pay something to the town 7—1I think the town has
got sufficient property to tax, forthey haven valuation
of £4,000, and why do they want another £1,0001

JB0. Because if you give the other £1,000, you give
that in aid of the present rates, and you are relieving
the ratepayers in the town, and throwing that amount
of responsibility on the country, which it is said gets
some little advantage from its proximity to the town?
—Who are the townspeople who have said so? There
was only one resident of the town examined here in
favour of it, and I have heard a great many townspeople
who were against it ; it izlc‘ not like a daily market, if
you send in produce here on ordinary days, the chances
are you will not be able to sell it; it is not like Wexford,
where you can send in garden produce daily, but here
you are in the same position as the person living four
or five miles off, and in fact I am not certain it is legal
to send in farm produce, except on market days,
however, if you do send it in, the chances are it will
go back to you u nsold.

381. Is there not any appreciable advantage to the
man within a mile, as against the man within three
miles?—He must save in the time occupied in coming
into the town —that is the only advantage.

389, Mr. Corrox.—If there were two farms, one
within a mile, and the otherwithin three miles, would
there be any difference in the letting value of the
farms?—I could not tell; I am not sufficiently
acquainted with Jand to know that. .

383. Do you think the advantage would be in-
finitesimal 2—1 don’t think it is sufficiently large to
alter the present boundary.

Mr. Jous Repmoxp, examined.

384. CHATRMAN.—Are you a ratepayer in the town?
—~1 am.
385. Have you land inside’—Yes, and outside

386. Outside how much have you?—Three acres
inside, three acres outside, and five acres besides.

387. Are the five acres within the mile?—No.

388. You have three acres within the mile -—¥es.

389, What is the value of the threeacres within the
mile?—£5 10s.

390. What makes you pay more for that land than
the other, is it because it is close to the town %—No, it
is because I made it more valuable myself. )

391. Take it as it is now, suppose it was to beletin
the market, do you think it would bring more on
actl:’ount of its being so close to the town +—I think it
is bringing plenty as it is.

302. Ifg }l:ou tlfa.d three acres of land of the same
quality three miles from the town, would it be valued
as high?—T can't say.

393, How far from the town is the five acres’—
About a mile and a half, )

394. TIs that of the same value 7—I am paying more
for that, than what is near the town.

305, What is the valuation of thatt—The Govern-
ment valuation is £9 10s., and I pay £13 for it.

3906, Is it as good land as the three acves’—No; I
don’t think it is, for I made that better. I think the
whole thing is unnecessary; you would not get a
farmer within a mile, or a mile and a quarter of Gorey,
who has land, and would be in favour of extension ;
every gentleman round here has land up to three miles
from the town, and so I don’t see what advantage it
would be to them to have taxation put upon them, as
they are satisfied to remain as they are. )

397. Nearly all the people outside, within a certain
distance, are taxpayers already, you say 3—Yes.

308, And therefore you say it is no advantage to
them to have any alteration +—Yes,

309, Because what they would have to pay on one
hand would be lightened on the othe_rL-—Yes. )

400. Do youapply that to Mr. Kirke’s land +—1It is
suited to all the people round here, except what he
hdf:l. Do ]'l.)‘l.l not think he should pay for what he
holds himself +—What he holds himsslf goes awny out
too far.

The inquiry then closed. -
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WATERFORD.—MARCH 7ru, 1879.

WATERFORD.
i Before Mr. ExmAM, Q.C, and Mr. CorroN, C.E
Mr. Joseph Mr. Joserr Howarp, Town Clerk, examined,

Howard.

1. CHAIRMAN.—You ave the Town Clerk of Water-
ford 1—Yes.

2. And have been so for a long time?—VYes, several

ears.
d 3. What is the extent in acres of the municipal area
of Waterford 1—499 acres 2 roods 15 perches.

4. And the population 7—About 24,000 inhabitants.

5. And the present valuation 2—£38,739 5s.

6. I believe there has been a little increase in the
population +—Well, nothing material. We are just
under the figures that would entitle us to take advant-
age of the provisions of the Artizans’ Diwellings Act.

7. How many wards is Waterford divided intot—
Five,

8. And are these the same for poor law purposes—
They are not coterminous, but they have all the same
names except one. What we call the Centre Wardin
the municipal district is called St. Patrick’s in the
poor law ; the other four are the same.

9. Can you givethe valuation of those wards for muni-
cipal and poor law purposes -—Only in the city. Forthe
Centre Ward for municipal purposes the total area
is 20a. 2r. Op., and for poor law purposes it is
80a. 3r. 23p.

10. 'What is the valnation of the Centre Ward t—
For civie purposes £5,011 10s., and for poor law pur-
poses £6,776 10s. The area of the Custom House
‘Ward for civic purposes is 25a. 1r. 8p. ; for poor law
purposes 6Ja. Or. 39p. ; valuation for civie purposes
£5,933, and for poor law purposes £6,170 15s. The
South Ward area for civie purposes 116a. Ir. 39p.,
for poor law purposes 103a. 1r. 1Gp.; valuation for
civic purposes £6,869, for poor law puvrposes
£6,010 10s. Tower Ward, civic avea 190a. 1v. Gp.,
and the same for poor law purposes; valuation for
civic purposes and poor law purposes £9,740 15s. ;
and West Ward 146a. 3r. 37p. ; for poor law purposes
arex 55a. Or. 32p.; valuation for civie purposes
£11,185, and for poor law purposes £10,040 5s. West
‘Ward comprised £3,600, the tolls of the Waterford
bridge. Although there seems to be an apparent
difference in the aveas, that is only an error in caleula-
tion.

11. Can you tell the number of burgesses in each
ward +—In Centre Ward the number of burgesses is
128.

12. How many are qualified for the office of town
councillor %1 could not say exactly. Our lists only
give the name and description of the property they
arerated for. But by going over the names and from
the rate book I could getit. Itis hard, for this reason,
that there are two qualifications for town councillors,
that is to be rated at £25, or to be a burgess at any
rating, and to be worth £1,000 ; therefore I could not
tell except by repute, I can only give you the rating
of thi:;g aﬁ £25 and upwards. In Centre Ward there
are urgesses, 54 bei unalified by rating ; in
Custom House Ward 15&:13 20tl qlmliﬁadyby :.%ing;
in the South Ward 151, 7 qualified ; in the Tower
177, 49 qualified ; and in the West 136, 36 qualified.

13. Each of the wards has two aldermen and six
courcillors —Yes.

14, That is 40 altogether 7—Yes.

15, And how many guardians are returned for each
ward —Two guardians.

16. Ts the whole of the municipal area within the

one electoral division 7—Yes.

17. And that electoral division extends much beyond

- the municipal district?—Yes, as shown on the map
before you.
18. Well, the Parlismentary boundary, I think we
have it, is larger than the municipal 1—¥es,
10. How much actually does the Parliamentary

bonndary contain in acres?—9.446 acres
popula.tign is 29,199, > and the

20. And the electoral division Tt contai
acres, and the Eo]miation is 28,959,

21. Do you know what is the registrar's districet for
the registration of births, deaths, and marriages 1J;
is 17,209 acres, and has a population of 30,626,

93, And we have it that the municipal and poor
law wards ave not coterminous %—No, the wards for
munieipal purposes are not coterminous with the
others,

23. Is the entire area within the five wards for poor
law purposes in the aggregate the same as the munj.
cipal m—They include the municipal, but they contain
a larger extent of land.

25, Then they are not coterminous—No, Take
the Centre Ward in the municipal area, it is included
in St, Patrick's Ward in the electoral division.

26. Mr. Corroy.—Take the Custom House (muni.
cipal) Ward does it go to the north side of the riverat
all =—No, not for municipal purposes.

27. Then, in point of fact, they ave not the samet—
No, except in the case of the Lower Ward, which is
the same for municipal and poor law purposes.

28, At present you are under the Municipal Cor-
poration Act of 1840 +—VYes, the 3rd and 4th Vietoria,
chapter 108,

29, Have you adopted the Towns Tmprovement Act
at all 2—Only one or two clauses.

30. Which are they —Those with reference to
hackney cars, and some very trifling things.

31. Now, as to the rates, you have never levied in
‘Warterford any municipal rate *—No, never. We did
formerly, the old lamp tax, which was under an old
local Act called the Waterford Police Act, but that
has been discontinued ; but we have the power of
levying it still. It has been discontinued, however,
for somne time.

32. Then there are no municipal rates at present?
—None at present.

33. Now, as to the poor law rates, can you give us
the poor law rating for the past two or three years'—
Iam afraid not from memory, but I can get it.

34. Can you give the county cess, the city grand

ns 7,368

. jury cess—Yes, I can give the average—from ls. to

13d. in the £ ; it averages about 2s. 1. in the year.
The cess levied is ahout that.

35. The cess levied in lieu of grand jury cess has
averaged about 1s. 1d. each half year, or about 2s. 2d.
in the year. Then the only other rate that would be
levied here is the water rate?—Yes. There is no
water rate, however, at present. There is a water
rate collector, but no rate levied.

86. What is it contemplated the water rate would
be Tt is limited by Act of Parliament to 3d. in the
pound. i

37. Then the lighting- -how is that paid for —It is
paid by the Corporation out of the borough fund.

38. Not the borough fund, for there is no borough
rate 4—Out of their property.

39. What are the debts of the Corporation at
present 1—Well, the water debt, that is about £50,000.

40. X thought it was only £25,000?—Oh, there
was a mistake in the report in the printing, perhaps,
of the report of the Committee of the House of
Commons, in which it was put down at £20,000.
The original smount was £50,000 borrowed from the
Board of Works, and that sum has been expended.

41. The whole of it }— Yes, and at present an applic-
ation is pending before the Local Government Board
for a further loan of £15,000, to complete the works,
and distribute the water through the city. Wo are
informed by the Secretary of the Local Government
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Board, that the provisional ovder has been prepaved,
[ should say that the other side of the viver has been
:.,;‘.ml.tm[. It lias been exempted frowm the operation
of the loeal act, and won't have to pay any water
te.

HtL:}. Ts it the opinion that any alteration ought to
e made in the preseut wards, or is it believed that
ey ave fairly divided. Is there, in fact, any feeling
expressed with reference to the subject I—I have not
heard much feeling expressed with reference to the
matter, or a8 to any alteration, but there is no donbt
the area of the wards is very unequal.

43. Heve is the Centre Ward with only twenty
acres, and the Custom House with twenty-five acres,
whilst the others are six times that—seven times that,
in fact?—Yes, but these two are the most dénsely
lmpulated of the five.

44, Yes, but would the property be more valualle
in proportion ?—Yes, much more, for they ave situated
just in the very heart of the city.

45. T see the smallest number of burgesses is in the
Centre Ward, 128, and the largest is in the Tower
Ward, 177, could there be any better or more desirable
division made thau at present, in your opinion?—
Well, I could not suggest anything that would be an
improvement.

46. Was it discussed at all, to your knowledge 2—
Well, the division of the wards was not. The
extension of the boundaries was, bubt the division or
alteration of the wards was not discussed by the Town
Couneil.

47. In the bill proposed by the Corporation a few
vears ago here, was there any suggestion about the
alteration of the wards?—No, not that I remember.

48, With reference to the queries we forwarded to
you, the question was asked whether or not the
present municipal boundaries were regarded with dis-
satisfaction by the ratepayers generally, or by any
section of them 1—7Yes, that matter was considered
by a Committee in charge of the matter, and they
thought the ratepayers were indifferent whether
the extension tool place or not.

49, Has the matter been considered by the Town
Council here, in consequence of the queries we sent to
them ?—Yes,

50, And was the consideration of it referred to a
Committee I—Yes, to the Finance Committee of the
Corporation.

51. To report on it?—Yes.

52. When was it referred to then, about what
date I—1It was fivst referred to the Finance Committee,
so far back as when we first veceived your queries,
that was last November, or about that time,

53, The Finance Committee then, I talke it, con-
sidered the matter ?—Yes.

54, Was that at a full meeting of the Finance
Committee —Yes.

55, How many were present} —Well, there were
ten members-of the Committee, and when first it was
considered, I think there were five members present.

56. Did they afterwards come to any formal
decision, or make any report on the subject —Merely
to the conclusion that it would Dbe desirable to extend
the boundavy in accordance with this map (produced),
following the black line you see marked on it.

57. That is, they considered it would be desirable
to extend the boundary to the extent proposed by the
Parliamentary Committee, the Committee of the
House of Commons *—You see it marked. *

58. Mr..CorroN.—Could you let us have a copy of
the Parliamentary plans lodged +—Yes. In 1875 the
Corporation proposed a bill by which they sought
amongst other things for an extension of the munici-
pal area, and making it coterminous with the electoral
division, That bill was opposed in Parliament, and a
<compromise was offered by the Corporation to have the
boundary extended to the limits shown, but in conse-
quence of further opposition that was not accepted by
the Committee. The Finance Committee then adopted
n intermediate avea between these two, and which is
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also shown on the map, and this was submitted to the
Council. That is how the matter stood.

59. When that was done by the Finance Commii-
tee was it brought before the Corporation 1—It was.

60. And what was then done’—It was referred
back to the Comuwittee for further veport.

61 When was that?—On the 26th of February.
The resolution referving it to the Finance Committee
was on the 20th December—it was us follows :—

. " Resolved,—That the letter of the Boundarics Cormis-
sioners, dated 15th November, 1878, be referred to the
Finance and Law Committee to prepare a draft report.”
And their further report was as follows :—

“ Councit Ceamner, Towy Harr,
“YWarerrono, drd arch, 1879.

‘* Finance and Law Committee.

“ As to the extension of the Borough Boundary, we beg
to submit for the information of the Council the valuation
of the additional area proposed to be included, the acreable
extent thereof, the cstimated cost of repairs of the roads,
and the cost of lighting said roads.

‘¢ Borough Boundury. Valuation of Additional Area.

£ s d

Tower Ward, . = . 2421 0 0
Customhouse Ward, . ) i 170 0 v
Centre Ward, = . . . 1,030 0 0
West Ward, . - ? & 791 0 0
South Ward, . ; « + 1474 0 O
£58806 0 0O

Value of Electoral Division outside
Borough Boundary, .£13,249 0 0O

L WK

Area of Electoral Division outside
Borough, . . . . . 6868 112
i Borough Extension—additional Area and Roads.
A, R P
Tower Ward, . . . . 484 230
Customhouse Ward, . . . 116 218
Centre Ward, . 8 - 274 0 21
West Ward, . . oy 190 0 1
South Ward, 3 : 2 " 359 325
Total, . . 1,405 115

* Roads.

5 d. £ 5. d.
193} perches at 20 0, . 9 191_]: ].E 0
1030 . 26 . . 128130
1672 : 18 . . 130 88
080 ., 16 . . 44107
£506 8 3

« Additional Roads for Lighting Borough Eztension.

9 miles and 92 yards.—10 lamps to each mile equal to

90 lamps at £4 4s. per lamp—£378.
“ Sanitary Expenses. .
# About £100 per cent. per annum additional.”

69. Now, what action did the Town Council take
upon that 1—On the 4th of March they held a meeting,
and the question came up for discussion, when the
following resolution was agreed to :— :

& That. believing the extension of the Borough Boundary
woulrghmfl.aﬂ additional expenditure on the Borough with-
out any corresponding benefit, we consider that no exten-
sion should be made.”

i 1

_ CorroN.—Was that adopted unanimou sly !
ggallmghm was no division, but I don't think Mr.
"F_isher ;.greed to it, and perhaps there were oneor two

d with him. ) .
Dthﬁaf ;li]c? tt.llgeﬁinance Committee consider anything

about the ward boundaries =—XNo, they did not go into

ject ab :
tha('itﬁm%::r ?ar does the county of the city ?f Wateé-
ford extend }—For Parlismentary purposes it extends

five miles. 2 A2
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6¢. I wean bow far does the county of the city ex-

tend for taxing pwrposes under the Grand Jury It

¢xtends to the municipal boundary.

67. This proposed extended district is under the
county Grand Jury -—Yes, under the county Grand
Jury. .

68. Can you tell me what the cess outside the
Lorough is at present#—About the same as the city
Grand Jury cess. The cost is about the same; there
wight be & penny in the £ difference, but practically
it is the same.

9. CHAIRMAN.—In what baronies ave the proposed
extended lands situate '—In Kileulleheen, Gaultier, and
Middleton.

70. What was the Grand Jury cess for these
three —Well, the average would be, taking last year,
about 1s. 4d. There was for Kilculleheen ls. 5d.
(Gaultier 1s, 31d., Middleton 1s. Gid.

71. That is for the half yeart—Yes, I have taken
it from the July Assizes of last year.

72. I see then that the inhabitants of the district
proposed to be taken from the county and added to
the city are paying about 6d. in the £ or 7d. in-the £
more than the people in the municipal distriet -
Yes. . :

73. They would appear to pay more than the people
in the municipal part —Yes,

74. But at present they are getting no lighting 7—
No.

75. And they would not have to pay public water
rate at present I—No, it is not levied, and they do not
pay any public water vate.

76. That is in the municipal urea—Yes.

77. They gain 6d. on the one hand, and it would
be an actual saving of 3d. about I—Yes.

78. But at present they have no lighting?—No,
and they devive all the beuefits of the city—of using
it.

79. Then, if they were brought in and had no light-
ing to pay for, the city would make money on bring-
ing them in, in fact, and they would save about 3d. in
the £1—VYes. :

80. They would get one-eighth of their threepence
towards the public water rate +—VYes,

81. And the roads would cost them about the
samel—In the estimate we have given in we ouly
give it for repairs of the roads, we have not taken
anything into account for sweeping.

82. But you add on about £100 for sanitmry ex-
penses -—Yes, but we ‘don’t mean sweeping of the
streets, that is kept separate.

83. Would you fiot be able, for say about 2s, 1d. in
the year, to keep the roads of the city, if your Grand
Jury cess in the city is sufficient to enable you to repair,
renew, and scavenge the streets —Yes, but theve is
a misapprehension—the Grand Jury does not do any-
thing about the roads in the city. The Corporation
does the entire thing with the Corporation income,
The Grand Jury does not uge a penny on that, with
the exception perhaps of £12 or £20 a year on the
roads, .

84. 'What then —On the Lunatic Asylum salaries,
what we call “imperatives”—all the streets within
the municipality are done by the Corporation, but the
Grand Jury have nothing to do with the repuirs of the
streets or roads, except the boundary road around the
city, one half of which is kept in repair by the county
and the other half by the city.

85. Mr. CorroN.—But it is all within Waterford !
—Yes, the county and the borough of Waterford kept
that road between them, and that is the only road the
Grand Jury has anything to do with. All the streets
are kept in repair, scavenged, and so on, out of the
Corporation income. The boundary wall is kept by
the Grand Jury of the county and the Grand Jury of
the county of the city. The Corporation attends to
everything else.

86. Why does not the municipal body instead of the
county of the city Grand Jury keep up that one-
half road 7—By the Improvement Bill of 75 we tyied

MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES COMMISSION,

to transfer the fiscal powers of the Grawd J ury to ()
Corporation ; but that bill failed. &

87. CuamryaN.—What ave the other fisca] powe
of the Grand Jury!—They present, they contribu::
towards the support of the lunatic asylum, till receptly
they paid their guota for the maintenance of jails 3
number of officers, they are charged with the Payment
of reformatory schools, weights and measures, and, iy
fuct, very little else. :

88. There is, in fact, what is ealled the county gt
large charges'—Yes.  Theve is a guarantee of which
we have to pay our proportion—that is a sum of
about £1,300 a year. Here is the only road 1 see here
in the Spring Assizes of '78. Tt is recorded theve ig
sum of £11 11s. paid to Thomas Power for vepairing it
—for half-year’s contract for keeping in repair for ¢}
years 390 perches of road from Waterford to Portlaw,
including 386 perches of the footpath lLetween t.],:,
borough boundary at Pooleberry and the borough
bounds at Summerland.

89. Out of what is that £11 paid m—OQut of Grand
Jury cess, and thé rest goes to pay the County Grand
Jury charges. 1If you take in Kileulleheen, portion of
whicli we propose to take in, the valuation of that
barony is £3,626 ; the barony charge on that is £195,
and the proporticn of the county charge is £63. Tn
Gaultier now the county charges would be about £497
on a valuation of £28,558 ; and in Middleton the
county at large charges would be £704 on « valuation
of £40,400. Therefore, if we ave coirect in our
estimate of the valuation of the proposed extension, you
ean easily see what the county at large charges on the
whole would be.  The total amount of the charge on
the county makes about 43d. in the pound on the tatal
valuation of the county. Therefore, 41d. on £5 886
gives the amount of the county at large charges which
would be thrown into the city. We have made o
caleulation of £506 as being what it would probably
cost the city for the repair and maintenance of these
roads, £606 8s. 3d.

90. £500, and say £100 for sanitary purposesi—
Yes. .

91. It would then cost you £600 a year?—VYes.

92. Additional expense?—Yes.

935. And the taxation you would get then would be
what 9—The taxation would be, say, 2s. 2d. on £5,886,
it would be about £600. That would be exclusive of
lighting, and it would be about the same to the outside
people—they would neither lose mor gain by it;
indeed they would get a profit.  Take the average of
the sums here-—2¢. 8. in the pound, Grand Jury cess
at present, we would only ask them to pay 2s 2d.,and
Ly the addition of the 3d. water rate it would be 2s.
5d., so that there would be o gain.  They would gain
that 3d. in the pound.

94, Yes, they would gain that 3., and be better off
on the score of lighting®—They would have a better
chance,

95. T believe it is a fact here that the municipal
boundary is right through the centre of some of the
streets 1—Yes.

96. That is, portion within and portion without the
boundary %-—VYes ; in some places one-half is in the
county, and the other half in the city. .

97. Well, now, don’t you think it would be desir-
able, at all events, that the houses on one side of the
road or street should be brought into the city —Most
decidedly.

98. So that taking this boundary road you will
have to lay the water pipes along it ?—Yes, we have
done so.

99. So that the people on one side are paying water
rate, and those on the other side ave not I— Yes. In
one of the most populous districts part isin the city and
part is in the county—that is in Barack-street. One
side, or half, of Barrack-street is in the city, and the
other half outside it.

100. And the pipes ave laid up to the extremity of
the boundary’—Yes. I may add that one of the
barracks—the Artillery—is outside the houndary,
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apd the Infantry, which isjust a few yavds further on,
is inside.

101. Mr. CorroN.—Do you think that if the cffect
of extending the boundary was to bring the population
over the 25,000 necessary for the purpose, the
Artizansg’ Dwellings Act would be putin force %—Yes,

I do.
102. And it would be a great public advantage ?—

es.

Y11.'J3. CmatrmaN.—Independently of the point you
have mentioned of the boundary going through the
centre of some streets, is there any of it, and, if so, any
large portion of the district proposed to be brought in
by the Finance Committee of the character that you
would call an urban district #—Yes, o large portion of
it is immediately adjacent to the city. Not only a
large mumber of small houses, but large public
buildings, the Lunatic Asylum, 8t. John'’s College, the
Poor Law Workhouse, the Presentation Convent, the
Ursulineg Convent, several private dwelling-houses,
like Mr. Huarvey's, “ John's Hill,” Newtown House,
would be included, and, in fact, a large number of
places which are practically in and form portions of the
city, though nominally they are not in it.

104, And are there rows or terraces of small
houses }—Yes. -

105. And what would be the valuation of these?—
Well, the greater number of the houses are small.

106, And they would be below the burgesses’
qualification I—Yes.

107. But have you made any. calculation of the
number that would be added to the burgess roll by the
extension snggested by the finance committee —Well,
we have not made any caleulation of that, for I did not
believe that the number would be very much. A large
number of these have the franchise from their premises
elsewhere,

108. At present that district is under the rural
sanitary authority —7Yes.

109. Do you think it would be an advantage to
these people living in that district outside, and to the
present inhabitants of the municipnl district, that they
should be brought in to you as the urban sanitary
authority —VYes, for I think the urban sanitary
authority has greater facilities for working the Public
Health Act than the Board of Guardians, for we have
a staff—o larger staff, and so on. We have the
executive sanitary officer, the sanitary officer, the
consulting medical officer, and eight sub-sanitary
officers within the municipal boundary.

110. And would that be sufficient to work the
district you would bring,in?—We calculate that it
would be necessary to have two additional officers.

111, About £100 a year more }—Yes.

112. At present do they contribute that £100 a year
to the rural sanitary board —I may say they do,
under the poor rate.

113. Then itwould cost them no more, and for them
and for you it would be better that they should be
attached to you as the sanitary authority!—VYes.

114. Is there a sanitary rate levied on the city—
No, we don't levy any sanitary rate under the Public
Health Act.

115. Then you say that if you levy £100 a year on
them, it would be no morethan they pay at presentt—
Very little, I should say.

116. And that would amply compensate you for the
inereased advantages conferred +—Yes. .

117. Mr. Delandre, Solicitor.—There is the public
water rate of 3. which would be levied. There isthe
domestic water rate of 'T1, “not exceeding ls. in the
pound” that is a further liability that has not been
mentioned yet. .

118, OmarrMAN. —Yes, but [ understand it is not
the intention to extend the water beyond the muni-
cipal boundary. :

119, Mr. Delandre.—I would ask Mr. Howard is
it not the fact that the Corporation are in extreme
pecuniary difficulties at presentt—No. :

120. Is it not a fact that they have had a writ

131

served on them fo I Yes
ki £207r4:- Ifzrf: sum of money 7—Yes, one
mﬁéd Is 1ltl'. no::bn. facu;; that the sum of £13,000, if
o , will not be suffici i
by the Corporation ‘!—Ng:ail:.ti:{:o?a Eupngs
13232, Ts it not a fact that the income derived from
this water rate, in whatever way it may be levied, will
be insufficient to pay the interest on that loan, amount-
11_25 in the gross to £60,000 =—No, if we levy a sufficient

123. You will be obliged to have recourse to the
borough rate %—No, not necessarily, the valuation of
the present borough is £38,739 5s. ; of course that is
not all available for the purpose of water tax. In
round numbers the amount that would be subject to
water rate would be £36,000, nearly £37,000,
£32,000 for the domestic water rate. That would be
about £1,600 a year.

19:4. T understand in our loan at present, it is to be
repaid by annual instalments of about £3,0407—Yes,

1325, Then there would be a deficiency 2—The de-
ficiency would be £300 a year, but we have to take
into account the large sums we would receive for the
sale of water.

126. Mr, Corroy.-——Have you any water salaries?
—7Yes, we have a paid superintendent at £100 a vear;
I reccive, as secretary, £60 a year, and there are besides
that two men in charge of the reservoirs at £1 a week
each, lahourers required to look after the turneocks, d&e.

127, Taking all that together, and also the interest
on the loan, what would be the deficiency after u full
supply, the domestic and public water supply, and the
s£upp136 factories 7—Do you mean supposing we got the

5,0001

128, Yest—Well, the charge on the whole sum would
be, on £65,000, would be estimated at about £3,000, or
£3,100 o year, the tax at 1s 3d. would be in round
numbers, about £2,000, that would leave £1,100 to be
made up ; there would be a charge of ahout £400a
year for expenses of maintenance; that would be
£1,500 o year ; well, at least from sules of water we
anticipate from £800 to £1,000 o year to commence
with—possibly it would go to much more than that.

129, Cuairvay.—Then if you only got that it would
leave a deficiency of £700 a year?—Well, under the
Water Act we have power to levy the whole water
rate. It is not anticipated it will be required, but it
counld be done. .

130. Mr. Delandre.—What I want to know is, why
people outside who don't require water would iucar
liability to this water tax +—1It was never proposed by
the Finance Clommittee that the domestic water rate
should be levied on the additional urea, unless the
people asked for and obtained the water supplied to them.

181. Is it not a fact that the £135,000 you have
applied for will not be sufficienti—I think it will

132. Have you not shown that the absolute outlay
to carry the matter out would be more than this
£15,000 would cover—Yes, £17,000 odd.

133. Then there is that deficiency }—Besides that
was on prices calculated as they were ab the time, but
since then they have gone down.

134. There would be a deficiency at any rate, as has
been shown, of close on £800 +—Yes.

135. And how do you propose to make that up —
We have power—bd. in the pound additional water rate
would make that up. e

136. Then in order to make up that deficiency you
would impose a greater chargeability on the outlying

istricts +—No. )
dm:s‘i’ . OmairMAN.—As I understand it, the. outside
district is only to be made liable for the public water
rate, and not for the domestict—Mr. Howard says:
we don't propose to carry the pipes further mm
existing boundary, except to the barracks, which are
distinct, and who will pay for it specially ; we don't
propose to domestic water rate upon the county,
but we think they should pay the public water rate of
the city, because they make so much nse’cf the city
and of the public wate: when they come in, for their
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horses, &ec, and they have the streets watered, and
derive in fact as many advantages in that way as the
inbabitants themselves, and thevefore they shonld pay
3d. in the pound.” That is what they say, and what I
understand is this: there is no suggestion that if any
outlying district is to be brought in it should be charged
with domestic water rate at all, nor have put on it the
incubus of this £65,000,

140. Mr. Delandre.—Is not this £75,000 a charge
on the borough rate i—Yes, if there was such a thing.
The first charge on the Covporation property is
£75,000, that is the debt of the old Corporation, and
some sums borrowed since. That is charged ou the
Corporation property, and a borough rate if levied.
The £65,000 is further charged on the Corporation
property, and on the rates to be levied under the
water rate.

141, That £75,000 is exclusive of course of the
£65,000 7—Yes.

143, And I take it the included district would be
liable for that £140,000 =—Yes.

143. Well, they have no burthen whatever now }—
I don’t understand. The Corporation property is
liable, that is how it stands.

144, Mr. CorroN.—Is the property of the Corpor-
ation fully secured Tt is.

145. Then, I presume any persons brought in, though
they partake of the liubilities, partake also of the
assets 7—Yea.

146. What do the Corporation assets amount to!
—To over £10,000 a year.

147. Is not part of the borough excluded from
water rate —Yes.

148. Would there not be the power of getting this
part exempted —Yes, the legislature will have the

power. -

149, That is the proposed extended part —Yes.

150. But if it was brought in, and no exemption
made by the legislature, would not the Local Govern-
ment Board have the same power as they had with
reference to Ferrybank 1—Yes,

151. Tt was never contemplated to put the water
rate on them at all 7—VYes, like Ferrybank.

152. Mr. Delandre—There is great difficulty, is
there not, in getting through the Corporation busi-
ness I—Well, I get through a great deal of it from
time to time.

153. Is it not a fact, beyond doubt, that a great
many roads within the municipal boundary have been
for the past four or five years in a wretched condition
—TIt is not.

154. Do you know the road out to the Leper Hos-
pital from Catherine-street 2—1I do.

155. Was it not in a very wretched condition I—
No, I don'’t think so. I went over it for four or five
years,

156. Was it not full of ruts—There were ruts in
it, but it was not full of ruts.

157. Are not the county roads better taken care
of 1—No, there is not the same amount of traffic on
them as in the city, and therefore they don’t require
the same amount of repair.

158, CmarrmMan.—I suppose the roads within the
boundary get a great deal of hard usage from the
people outside?—Yes, a great deal. The farmers do
more damage to our roads than we do ; we spend about
£2,500 a year on them.

%?9. Was there damage done by the road engine?
—Yes.

160. And does not all the traffic from the railway
go along your roads—VYes.

161. Mr. Delandre.—1I certainly know of one road
within the municipality which is, as T say, full of ruts,
o1 was 80,and it was not until within the last four or five
months that they put down stones, and did something
to improve its condition. Tt was impossible to travel
it. There is, and was, however, a marked change for
the better when you got outside the boundary.

162. Mr., Fisher.—Did you receive a return from

MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES COMMISSION.

EaY C;:.vernmen’c about the burial ground, My, Howardg
163, The Corporation is made the burial %alﬂ -
Yes. '

164. What burial grounds ave there I—There is the
Triends', Dallybricken, and the Mrench Clyel blnin]
ground, close off the Quay, where theve is not » burial
once in five years. :

165. Do you know of any site within the city thag
can be got for a burial ground by the Corporation |—
No, there is not u single place in the city that conlg
be made available.

166. And we ave appointed the burial board, with.
out the chance of getting a burial ground within the
city —Yes.

167. Axre there burial grounds outside the city quite
close t—There is Ballynahasha.

168. Would that come within the proposed exten.
sion =—No.

169. How far is that out ?—It is outside the
posed extension, it is about a quarter, or from that 4o
half a mile, outside the proposed extension,

170. My, Exnay.—Would it be within the electorl
division of Waterford =—VYes.

171. TIs it largely filled by citizens, is it much used
by them %—No, there has sprung up a prejudice against
it, on account of the interment of paupers, It was in-
tended to be the burial ground for the county of the
city of Waterford.

172. With whose money was it made %—Waterfor
at large—the county of the city of Waterford. They
spent £1,800 on it, and the Board of Guardians were
made Trastees, and they made it a paupers’ Lurial
ground. In the proposed extension we take in the
Protestant cemetery.

173. Mr. Fisher.—We are only paying £10 a year
for sanitary officers?™—Yes. I doubt if in the large
district to be taken in two additional officers would
be enough. I think that in a large district like there
would Le even more expenses than in the city.

174, If this district were brought in would it be
unreasonable to continue the Grand Jury cess as it is
—No.

175. Would it be a hardship on these people
brought in to ask them to contribute the same rate as
they do at present 2— No,

176. Mr. Exnasm.—Yes; let them be subjected to the
same liability, but would it be fair to add the public
water rate, 3d., if you said, * Give them credit for the
3d. out of the whole 2s, 9., and let them pay 2s. 6.}"
You would be getting the benefit of that.

177. DMr. Fisher—I am asking Mr. Howard
whether, in his opinion, considering the advantages
derived by the people outside, it is unreasonable or
unfair to ask them to pay the 34. in the pound—
wh'lc&ther he would consider that an excessive demand?
—No.

178. Mr. CorroN.—What iz the poundage in
respect of the guarantee’—3d. in the barony of
Gaultier, and 81d. in the city.

179. For how many years }—Thirty-five years.

180. From the present date—From August last
—from the time the loan was opened.

181. Mr. Fisher.—As to the water rate, you seem
to have the opinion that we can levy more than ls.
in the pound—VYes.

182. Are you aware that Mr, Purcell says we
cannot —No.

183. I can produce his opinion +—Well, perhaps
Mxr. Exham would advise otherwise.

184. Mr. Exmam.—Is there anything special in the
Act enabling you to levy it%—The public water rate
is limited to 34. in the pound, but the act also
provides that the Corporation shall have power to
levy a domestic water rate of 1s. in the pound (reads
section of Act).

185. Mr. CorroN.—Suppose an extension Wwas
made, do you think there would be any advantage
derivable from having it guided by townland bound-
aries, instead of a straight line through fields and
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gardens 1—-Of course it would be easier by townland
boundaries.

186, T see that the Finance Committee did not
adopt them =—They took prominent points whers
buildings were being made, and so on.

187. CuammMaN.—Suppose that we were inclined
to recommend an extension of the boundary here,
what suggestion would you make about the wurds—
would you suggest that there should be an increase in
the number of wards, and the number of town
councillors i—Well, T have not considered the question
as to whether the wards ought to be inereased or
reduced. )

188. Mr. CorroN.—Would you throw portion of
the extended area into each ward % Yes.

180, What would be the increase to the population
by the increased aven, would you say t—Well, we have
only considered that very cwrsorily, 1 think about
3,000 or 4,000, there is a densely populated district
immediately outside that would be added.

190. Mr. Corroy.—Do you see any objection to
Ferrybank being divided for municipal purposes in
the same way as it is now for poor luw purposes i—
No.

191, That is, portion of Ferrybank would be thvown
into Custom House wurd, and portion of Ferrybanlk
thrown into the West ward?%—There would Le no
practical diffieulty or oljection.

EVIDENCE, 183

192, Mr. Fisher.—Are you not aware that on this

side of the river the boundaries of the wards for
municipal and poor luw purposes are not the same
except in the case of the Tower ward ? Morgan-street
for instance, is in one ward for muuicipal pu r'poses’
and in another for poor law purposes. That is
between the South ward and the West ward 2—But
they are nearly identical.

193, Mr. Fisher.—I know that theyare not identical.

194, Mr, CorroN.—Aceording to the map, Morgan-
street is in the same ward for both divisions—
according to this map, which I understand is called
the Parliamentary map,

195. My, Fisher.—Morgan.street is in the West
ward for poor luw purposes, and in the South ward
for municipal purposes.  One side of Morgan-street is
in oue ward, and the other is in another '—The 3rd
ond 4th Vietoria, cap. 108, gives the description of
West ward.

196. Does not the boundary you propose cut across
Kilbarry, and not bring it in —1It does.

197, That is it does not bring it in 7—No,

198. Mr. Corroy.—I take it there is a slight
difference between the boundaries of the wards on
this side of the river—between the municipal and
poor law wards —VYes,

199, And is there, in point of fact, any reason why
they should not be identical =—No.

Mr, Tuosas NEWMAN

200, Cnairmaxn.—Do you live inside or outside the
boundary ? My place of busiuess is inside, my vesi-
dence is six miles off.

201, Have you comsidered the question of the
proposed increase of boundury of Waterford I—VYes, to
a certain extent I have. There was only one point I
wished to make an observation npon, and that is with
reference to the question of jurors. The present jurors
ave auxious to get an inereased numberon,  Theve ave
at present ouly about 200 jurors on the jury list, but
if the limits of the municipal distriet were extended
we would have an inerease, approximately made up,
of jurors to the number of 40 or 50. This would be
avery great advantage and relief, and would give
extra liberty to those ulready on the roll.

202. That is a very proper subject to mention, but
it would seem cuvious il that was yowr only reason in
favour of extension —1 wish also to state that I have
made out a return which I think may be considered to
be of some importance, of the various towns, their
population, acreage, and so on, and T tind that, with
the exception of Dublin, Waterford has the smallest
area for its population. I find that Dublin, with a
municipal population of 246,326, hasa municipalucrenge
of 3,808, and the number of acres to 1,000 persons is
154 ; Belfast, municipal population 174,394, municijal
acreage 5,992, acres to 1,000 persons 34}; Cork,
municipal popnlation 78,382, acreage 2,260, acres to
1,000 persons 20 ; Limerick, municipal population
39,828, acreage 2,075, ncres to 1,000 persons 52;

ndonderry, municipal population 25,242, acreage
1,933, acres to 1,000 persons 76 ; Waterford, mumni-
cipal population 23,337, munieipal acrenge 533, acres
t0 1,000 persons 224 ; Drogheda, munieipal population
14_,389, acreage 454, ncres to 1,000 persous 311 ;
Kilkenny, municipal population 12,664, acreage 921,
93: Wexford, maunicipal

acres to 1,000 persons 7
Population 12,077, acrcage 483, acres to 1,000 persons
40; Clonmel, municipal population 10,112, ‘acreage
831, neres to 1,000 persons 324 :

203. 'Would you consider it to be an advisable
thing that there should be an increase in ihe Water-
ford avea for the purpose of bringing the population
up to 25,000, to enuble them to obtain the benefit of
the Artizans’ Dwellings Act?—Most certainly.

204. Can yom say of your own knowledga that the
people in the district outside make as much use of the
town of Waterford as the peopls inside i—Yes, it
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would bring in a great many persons who have places
of husiness in the town.

205. So far as keeping the roads outside in repair as
compared with the streets, is it your opinion that they
would be as well done by the Corporation as by the
Grand Jury contractors ?—I am not very conversant
with those matters.

206. Yes, but you would have an opportunity of
knowing from what you have heard others say —T
have no reason to doubt there would he any difficulty
about it, or to think there would be any difference.

207. AMfr. Fisher.—Do you know the borough
boundary going to John's Hill —Yes.

208. And you know the poor house and lunatic
asylums —Yes,

209. They are outside #—Yes.

210, And if youn take a car to, say, the lunatic
asylum you camnot bring him across the boundary, so
that you really cannot take a car to the asylum or
workhouse I—XNo.

211. Would it not be an advantage to have the
area extended to that; is nob that district a rather
populous one #—Yes. .

212. Ought it not to be lighted '—That would
depend, I think, on the wish of the people who live
there,

213. Your father, for instance, lives outside, and
would itnot be an advantage to him to have the plice
lighted 1—Well, yes, it would be an advantage to
some,

914. Do you know the end of the town geing
to the railway ?'—I am not quite sure.

915, Well, then go to Strangman’s brewery—would
it not be an advantage to bave that place lighted 1—
It would be an advantage.

916. Aud don’t you think the hackney car arrange-
ments onght to enable a man to take a car to the
station #—1 thought the railway was coming into the
town.

217, Not for 20 years—along the river side is in a
very dangerous condition, is it not —Well, it is very
much broken in places. )

918. Cmarruax.—I see the boundaries at present
actually go through portion of the railway station #—
Yet;ig. And the station, the pavt of it this side would

be outsile!—Yes. ]
220, o that ven caumot make a person amenable <o
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the city magistrates who commits an offence there }—
No.
221, Would it not be a great advantage to persons
who have to frequent these stations and other public
places that any offence committed at those places
could be tried by the magistrates here, and not brought
to petty sessions to a place some miles off, perhaps t—
Decidedly.

222, Now, Mr. Harvey, do you know of -your own

-

MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES COMMISSION.

knowledge is there any objection amongst the peaple
outside to the extension proposed by the Finance Cop,.
mittee =—No, [ heard of none. My father and severy|
friends live within the boundary that would be
annexed. So far as the jurors’ question is concerne]
I think it would be a great advantage. Sowme of thy
persons now summoned in the town would be exempt
and the number altogether available would be.
increased.

Mr, Tuoaas SyiTH

9293, Ciainryay.—Mr. Harvey, do you reside within
the present municipal boundary?—No. 1 reside
within what is called the old boundary, virtually in the
county. _

224, Is it your opinion that the present municipal
boundary should be extended +—DMost decidedly it is.
The present boundaries of the city are most irregular
and unsatisfactory.  Although almost trespassing on
the city, I am quite willing to submit to extra
taxation, because I will get the benefit of it in being
included. In other parts of the city T am agent for a
good many houses, a good deal of house property. In
some places I have the city on one side and the county
on the other, and it is the source of great expense and
annoyance to me to look after it under the present
state of things.

225. Do I understand that in some streets whers
you have, or are agent for, house property, you have

the city on one side and on the other the county !—
Yes.

226, Do they light up that road or street where that
happens !—Not at all.

227, Don't the Corporation light it?—No ; there is
not a single lamp in the Long-lane, one-lalf of which
is city, and one-half county. Where I live myself
several of us pay. We individually subscribe for a
lamp to make the road decent.

228. Mr. Fisher.—But thatis outside the bound-
ary—Yes, We pay for a lamp specially there
amongst us. My argument is that for whatever small
taxation there is put on those who are broughtinto the
boundary under the extension they will get value for.,
T'he property will become more valuable, and building
will be more readily carried on. It is far better to
be within the municipal district than to be outside and
on the edge of the county, and I consider it far better
for any city to have room to extend itself, and not be
eramped.

229. As I understand it, there is no means by which
the present municipality can acquire a burial ground
within the city 7—No, there is not.

230. Nearly all the burial grounds in the city are
closed upt—I believe so; except the Society of
Friends’ and the French.

231, So that if a person dies his friends have to
bring him for burial outside the city, although the
Corporation are the burial board, because they haveno
burial ground —Yes. Thereis a burial ground outside
the city, and there is o burial ground that is private
property to a certain extent—every person chosing to
pay for a grave there can get it for a pound or so.

232, But at present it is under the control of the

HARrVEY, examined.

rural sanitary board—No; it is private property,
vested in a number of trustees. '

233. Do you, with others, suffer inconvenience frop
the hackney cars in consequence of the municipal
boundaries being as they ave —Yes,

234. That is from their being outside of the contro)
of the magistrates here when they bring you a certain
distance !—Yes.

235. Would it be desirable, in your opinion, for that
purpose that the boundaries should be extended}—
Yes; 1 have no hesitation in saying so.

936. You think it would be more convenient that
offences committed within a short distance of the
boundary should be decided or adjudicated on in the
town instead of waiting and going to the Petty
Sessions 1-—Yes. 'We have sessions in the city every
week, and only every three weeks outside.  In every
point, no matter how T look at it, T think it would be
of great advantage, and for the public good, to have
the boundaries extended.

237. Do you think that those outside the borough
would object to the taxation if the bounds were
extended, and they would be taken in *—Certainly not
any one I am concerned for, or that I know of,

238. Mr. Delandre~I am concerned for persons -
outside, and I certainly do object, and everyonel
consulted on the subject objected. The difference can
be very, very little,

239. Caamrman.—Mr. Harvey, do you find any
difference from the way the county Grand Jury keep
the roads, and the way they are done in the city I
think our road is very well kept—rather better than
the city.

240. I suppose the traffic over the city roads is ten
times greater m—Yes; our road is not a great
thoroughfare.

241. Do you think the sanitary arrangements wonld
be better in the hands of the Corporation as the urban
sanitary authority than in the hands of boards of
guardians1—Yes ; I would rather have it in the city a
great deal. I have no doubt the work would be better
done—certainly better attended to.

242. Do you know of your own knowledge that
other ratepayers situated as you are would prefer being
in the city—do you know that from speaking the
matter over with them —Well, I did not. I havenot
been able to take much trouble in it, but I may say I
havi ;13?[1‘:1 different opinions. -

243. 1 suppose the persons who are opposed foitare
opposed to it on the ground that there might be
increased taxation?—Yes; I don’t think they go into
it generally.

Mr. Tuomas F. Drraxpre, Solicitor, examined.

244. Caammyay.—I am residing at the verge of the
city bounds, and am rated for it, and I am concerncd
for some property a short distance out. T consider
that the taxation would be very much increased—that
it would be rendered liable to the city incumbrances,
to the borough rate, a domestic water rate, unless
exempted by provisional order, and to that rate of 3d.
in the pound. T can say that the state of repair of the
different streets and roads within the city is far worse
than the county. I traverse the city streets in dif-

ferent velicles every day of my life, and I also travela
deal about the country, and I speak, therefore, from
my actual knowledge of the facts, I have seen
accidents occur through holes and ruis in the streets
of the city. A serious accident occurred no later than
Saturday through want of repair of the city streets. I
believe the city affairs to be badly conducted. I am
aware from conversations from outside ratepayers,
several of them within the district proposed to be
brought in, that they are strongly opposed to it.
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945. On what grounds are they adverse to it7— On
the ground, firstly, of the increased taxation it would
entail. They are perfectly satisfied with the manage-
ment of the Grand Jury, and they <o not wish to be
under the control of the Corporation. I was present
when the Improvement Bill of '75 came before the
Committee of the House of Commons. T heard the
various reasons advanced in favour of an extension.
1 heard also the reasons against it. I heard the dis-
cussions and arguments raised by the Grand Jury of
the county of Waterford, supported as they were by,
I believe, the feeling and general opinion of the
county. All were opposed to the extension, even to
the compromised district, as T may call it. And for
the reasons then given, the Committee refused to ex-
tend the boundary, and they passed a bill having
reference to the city only within the present limits.

946. Well, but were there any reasons given, as far
as you know, by the Committee for refusing to extend
the boundary 2—I am afraid there were, The aspect,
if I may so term it, presented by the Corporation was
such as not to induce the Committee to intrust them
with further or extended powers.

247. Were you there yourself 1—Yes, T opposed the

il

248, Was the fact presented to the Select Committee
that the municipal bounds went to the middle of
streets as has been described 1—Yes, it was. | was
present when the alleged compromise was made, and
when this map was initialed by the County Surveyor.
‘That was, I believe, done without authority, and I
may here state it was afterwards set aside by the Grand
Jury. I may mention, too, that it was proved before
the Local Government Inspector that the income
derivable under the water rate would be insufficient to
meet the charges, and that recourse should be had to
the borongh rate, and also that, in addition to a sum
of £15,000 borrowed, a further sum would be necessary,
in fact, that in order to complete the works, and render
them valuable at all, a further sum of £2,000 or
£3,000 would be required. I have also to state that
the condition of the lighting of the streets is defective
in the extreme. Going through the streets at night at
any time after nightfall, in fact, they are rather a
hindrance than an advantage.

249. To the traffic —Yes.

250. Then I see the two objections you and your
friends have to the proposed extension ave: firstly,
fear of taxation, and, secondly, the mismanagement of
the Corporation. Is that so ?--Yes.

251, Mr. Pisher.—Are you aware the water rate
cannot be levied on the borough rate I—Well, you see
that is opening up a whole lot of questions.

252. Are you aware there is an express provision
against it in the Act?—T believe there is, but what is
to be done,

253, CratRymar.—Do you not thiuk houses so very
close, the Artillery barracks, for instance, should not
pay 1t8 guota towards the town, the Infantry barracks
being in the borough, and the Artillery barracks out-
side 1—T would certainly think it fair that the Artillery
should pay a contribution.

. 254, Then you think there should be some exten-

sion +—Yes, in some parts T do think so. But at the
same time—
. 255. We have the fact, however, as I' understand
1, that you do think there ought to be some extension ?
—Iam very averse to come under the Corporation,
but if you hold that buildings adjoining the town should
be brought in, of course the Artillery barracks ought
to be included.

256. But what about buildings in a street, one-half
of which is in the city, and one-half in the county—
The Artillery barracks is a very strong case.

257. The boundary it seems comes across a street
between the Infantry barracks and the Artillery bar-
racks in Barrack-street, I believe that is the name of
i, _No?r, do you think that such a state of things as
that is right or proper —Well, as an interested person,
I will answer you in this wuy. As an interested per-

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit

185

son, T object to the extension on the grounds I have
mentioned, but looking at it in another capacity I do
think that a slight alteration should be made.

258. Yes, but your objection would appear to be
only to the management of affairs by the Corporation
for it would be fair that the portion brought in should
pay some taxation?—I think the extension here pro-
poieclg’ is ij':erycil} chosen, ill conceived.

259, Mr. CorroN.—Which extension do
to 7—The Finance Committee. T

260. CaarraaN.—Do you think that in such a la
city as Waterford, the lands, as in the case of other
large places, the lands close to the city are exceptionally
valuable from their proximity, and that the larger the
city and the greater the business dcne the more valuable
that land is 7—Of course it is, but that would embrace
o far wider area.

261. Yes, but you must stop somewhere. In some
places a mile or 2 mile and a half was suggested. In
Kilkenny, two miles, I think 9— Well, I am aware that
the rents of some of the land just outside the city are
not larger than on lands far outside. They are simply
pasture grounds.

262, Do not the people holding these pasture lands
supply the town with butter and milk, and so on, and
are they not more valuable to them on account of that?
—Well, the distance is so small between the Finanee
Committee’s report and three or four miles, there is
much difference. Taking this map here, I think I, on
the part of my clients, assented to an extension.

263. Mr. CorroN.—To the proposed compromise ?
—No. I opposed the compromise, but thought it ex-
pedient not to include the portion towards the west of
the compromised district, but conceived it advisable to
include the portion of the district at the Kilkenny
side of the river.

964. What were your reasons for that?—Well, I
did not consider it advisable to include the western
portion, but I considered it advisable to run the
boundary up to the goods terminus of the railway, and
then that it should cross the river from the old goods
station, including Dobbin's Park, Clashrays, Browley
East, the Artillery buracks to Johnstown House, on
the municipal boundary, and then there was no re-
sistance to alter the munieipal boundary to that.

965. Mr. Fisher.—Are you aware that the present
county surveyor is also city surveyor I am.

266. Are you not aware the roads proposed to be
taken in are under the care of that surveyor —Yes.

267. And as city surveyor that they would still
remain under his care as now %—I am nob awure that
the roads in the city are under his care. .

268. But they are; at present the extra municipal
roads ave under his care I—Yes.

269. And he is paid as city surveyor —Yes.

270. Now do you think, and, if so, on what grounds,
that these roads would be taken from under his care
or be worse managed than they are now 1—Well, they
wonld come under the same management as the city
roads are now.

271. They would be managed under the Grand Jury,
as has been stated in the evidence, and the surveyor
is paid, as you know, as city surveyor.
= g;ﬂ.’ Mly CorroN.—That is, he is surveyor to the
county of the city ; he is not surveyor to the Corpora-
tion $—He is paid as surveyor to the city. .

973. What I wish to know is, what are his duties

eyor to the county of the city
as i‘ilrl:v.gis}wr.—I wish tz convey that until the Grand
Jury of the city is abolished, if this addition takes
place, the roads would be under the care of the Grand
Jury of the city, and not of the Corporation. _

974, Mr. Corrox.—What has he to do, what has
the city surveyor to do if he is paid as city surveyor,
and, as I understand, the roads and streets are looked

the Corporation?
a&?rﬁ:)gm.——He looks after the one road round the
city, part of which is in the city and part out of‘ it.

575. CEATRMAN.—And what is this the mainten-

that costs?
ance of tha 9B
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Mr. Howard.—£11 a year.
276. And how much does the City Surveyor get for

Mr. Thomas F, Superintending this work 7—£10.

Delandre,

Mr. Joseph
Fisher, v ¢

977. So that he gets £10 a year for looking after

the expenditure of £111 .
- Mr. Fisher.—Yes; and in addition to that there is
the city court-house which is the principal thing. The
objection of Mr. Delandre that the roads would
deteriorate by the extension is wholly unfounded.

978. What Mr. Delandre says is this, “I don’t
want to come into the city, because of the Corporation
management, for we have no confidence in them.”

Wiiness.—Quite so. You asked me my opinion
generally, and I think the boundary I stated there
would embrace fairly what should be taken in.

979. Wonld it take in the couvents and othex large
buildings I—No.

980. Mr. Fisher.—Do you mnot appear for M.
Morris —Ves, . 3

981. Did you not appear for him at the Parlia-
mentary Committee I—Yes ; T appeared for the barony
of Kilculliheen, and he is there.

282. Did not all assent to the extension proposed
but Mr. Morris1—No.

283. For the compromise i—No.

284. Did not My. Bloomfield initial the change pro-
posed I—He did initial it, but if he did so it was after-
wards repudiated by the county.

285. He is a ratepayer—Yes.

286. And he got up o meeting, did he not?—Yes.

287. And took the chair +—Yes.

288. And he initialed the change proposed on be-
half of both parties?—No; only on the part of the
county, and his authority was repudiated.

289. CramryaN.—Suppose the legislature were to
say we will take care that none of the existing debt is
thrown on the portion brought in, would you say then
that the people outside should not be Lrought in to
contribute something to the city. Do you think that
the people outside for a given distance should pay
something towards the public water rate of the city
—No, for they pay in the town very largely.

290. Yes, but suppose there were gentlemen living
outside mot having places of business in the city,
should they not contribute something in ease of the
city towards the public watev-rate which is a thing for
the public benefit. Ts it not well that Waterford
should be kept as healthy a place as possible, the
streets to be kept well watered, and so on; don't you
think that for this, the people outside who derive the

benefit of it should contribute sométhing towards it.
They come into the town, get the advantages of the
water supply ; now, suppose there was a Corporation
here with which you were satisfied then considering that

those people derive the benefits of having the o
perly Ev:.otewd, and kept in a healthy sta%e,]:;?lfég P:O'
abled to send their children into schools in the towng o5
. . - Z ) &t'
tending places of worship there, having the railway an|
all that, should they not eontribute something towapds
the gas, the lighting of the town the sanitary aymy, .
ments and the water =—Well, assuming these tlclvs.n
tages to be derived by them they do. ]

292. Do they not devive these advantages T haye
mentioned 1—No, for in the first place treating of
sanitary matters, go into the town and you will fing
it disgusting, wretched sanitary arrangements, That
is not so in the county. The portions adjoming the
city are much better kept than the streets and Places
in the charge of the Corporation. I believe the (gp.
poration duties are very curiously discharged. A case
within the last six months oceured in which throyeh
the neglect of the Corporation officials or employess,
wall belonging to the Corporation was allowed fo fa]]
into such a bad ‘state of repair that an unfortunate
man was killed, and a summons was issued against
the Corporation officials but it was found impossible
to fix them with liability. That is encouraging to
anyone who would wish to entrust them with further
poOWers.

293. As I understand from your evidence you would
agree to an extension, but you believe the extension
proposed is too large I—TFar too large.

294, Mr. ZMisher—It would be unfair if My,
Delandre’s statement about the accident and the Clor-
poration should go unexplained. T may be allowed
to state that with regard to the old house in question,
the Urban Sanitary Authority issued a swnmons on
the party for having the wall in a dangerous condition
and the law officer of the council advised that the
Corporation as Urban Sanitary Authority have no
power with reference to these dangerous walls, that
we were put out of court with regard to that matter
under the Act.

295. CmammuayN. — What I understand Mr. Delandre
to convey was that the Corporation allowed this wall
their own property to fall into such a state of dis-vepair
that & man was killed by it, and that therefore it can-
not be expected that people outside would be anxious
to give them further powers when they cannot keep
their own property in proper repair.

Witness.—Whether rightly or wrongly the matter
was the subject of magisterial investigation.

296. M. Fisher—And the magistrates dismissed
the case as against the Corporation officers and if they
were not to blame, how can it be said that the Cor
poration were to blame?—I only say that it wasin
consequence of neglect the thing occurred, some officer
should have been appointed who was not or some
neglect decidedly existed.

Mr. Josern FisHER, 1.¢., examined.

-+ 297. Witness—My opinion, as to extension goes a
great deal further than the Corporation of which I
am a member. In support of my opinien I wonld
refer to the bill of 1875, and state that it was adopted
unanimously by the Corporation at that time.

298. Cmarrman.—The boundaries at that-time
were adopted unanimously 1 —1I think the division was
twenty-nine to four.

299. But there was a large majority at all events?
—VYes. I was one of the committee appointed to go
over to London about it. I never assented on the
part of the Corporation to the diminished boundary.

300. Did the Corporation by a large majority seek
for an extension =—Yes.

301. And the committee of the house did not give
it -—Yes, but if you are taking the reasons of others it
is fair for meto state that if a limited extension is
taken we will take the roads on which thers is the

largest amount of traffic and the greatest expense,
whereas if we take the largest one we take roads where

the traffic is small and a tax being levied on the district
at 2s. 94. in the pound. if you were to take the roads
that come near the city and tax the townlands in
which it is these rates would probably be 4s. Od.
instead of 2s. 0d. for that is arrived at being the charge
for the whole barony. The evidence of Mr. Howard
is that that is the average of the whole barony.

302. Are you in favour ofan extension —Yes, of
one that will take in the whole of the electorial divis-
ion of Waterford. I would take in the whole of the
electoral division of Waterford and I base that on_this
ground that from the reign of Charles I, down
to 1846 the civie authority of Waterford administered
the whole of this district and the additional part shown .
on this map. The area they administered was 9,700
acres, and the avea I propose to be taken in is 7,300

acres, y

303. Then that area that you propose to take in
comprises the entire of the electoral division?—Yes.
The charter of Charles T., describes the boundary
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of the county of the city of Waterford—which district
still forms what is ealled the Parliamentary borough
of Waterford—it comprises an area of 9,446 acres, and
has at present a population of 29,979 persons. Tt
formed the county of the city of Waterford for Fiscal
and for Grand Jury purposes. The principal roads,
bridges, and footways therein were made by the city
Grand Jury and. it was recognised as the county of the
eity of Waterford by the Grand Jury Act of 1835,
but was curtailed in its extent by the Corporate Re-
form Act, which was intended to deal solely with
municipal matters, but which effected important
changes in Grand Jury and social arrangements.

304. Do I understand you to say the area you pro-
pose taking in is 7,000 and odd acres’—Yes, that is
what I propose. The electoral division in fact.

305. If the whole electoral division was taken in
that way—that would not include all those baronies 1
_T will show you. T will take first Gaultiere. Tt
will take from the barony of Gaultiere to the value of
£4,258, it will take from Middlethivd £353,205, and
it will take the whole of the barony of Kilculliheen, or
a valuation of £3,626.

306. Then the total valuation that would be taken
in would be £13,174 extra’—Yes. It would make
the total valuation about £51,911.

307. And the population }—The population would
be about 28,959, which would bring us under the
operation of the Artisans’ Dwellings Act.

308. I find the baronial charge, taking the charge
for the whole barony, for Gaultiere is £203 15s. 9d. 1—
The baronial charge on the portion of Gaultiere which
we would take would be £203 15s. 9d.

309. Thatis on a valuation of £4,000 and odd?%—Yes.

310, Middlethird—how much +—£303 7s. 2d.

. 311. Kileulliheen +—£203 1ls. 3d., being a total
from the outlying district of £710 14s. 2d. Talking
the expenditure of the city from the last half-yearly
return I find the sum of £2,129 7s. 9d. which added
to the former sum would give the Grand Jury cess
for the year £2,639 1s. 11d., which would be 1s, upon
the whole district for the half-year,

312, There is another charge which is the county at
large charge that is 4}d.7 I don’t know if the county
would claim that towards their county at large
charges, or whether it would go into the city, and as
to the question of the repairs of the roads my view
was that the present presentment sessions would go on
for the repairs of these roads thatare extra municipal

313. That is the Grand Jury%—Yes, until it be-
comes the pleasure of Parliament to transfer to the
city their functions. The presentments would have to
be fiated in the ordinary way, they would pass through
precisely the same ordeal, and it would work so that
these people outside would not be made liable for any
merely municipal tax. The county of the city of
Waterford was authorized by the 40th George I1L,
cap. 93, to close up the burial grounds within the in-
habited parts of the city of Waterford and to purchase
a burial ground in the extra-mural portion, and a
piece of land was purchased at Ballynameelagh under
that Act and was enclosed. The Corporate Reform
Act divided the county of the city into two districts,
some parishes are wholly within the city, some are
partly within and partly without the city, and some
wholly without it.  This has required special legisla-
tion' in the Burial Board Act, 1854, and in the Public
Health Act of 1878. The latter makes the Corpora-
tion the Burial Board for the city of Waterford, and
hands over to it some burial grounds closed by order
of the Lord Lientenant and Privy Council, but leaves
the burial ground purchased by the city and out of
the Grand Jury rates in the hands of the board of
guardians, Now an extension of the boundaries of
the county of the city would give the burisl ground fo
its rightful owners, and would vest it in the council
selected by the citizens who purchased it. )

_ 314. With reference to the water supply, your idea
is not that the Corporation should be obhiged to extend
pipes to all the added district —No, but that they
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may simply be ab liberty to do so whenever an agres-
ment or arrangement is made for the purpose. My
idea was not to make them liable to any lamp tax or
water tax but to leave the lighting and watering to be
done by arrangement with those who would want the
accommodation. The gentlemen who got frightened
about the taxation did so from not calculating the
exact amount thay would get ; it would give £825 at
the present rate of taxation where they only calculated
on getting £600 from it, I don't know that it is
necessary to say anything about sanitary matters, but
I think it would be better managed by the Corporation.
315. Your idea is that there wounld be better sanitary
arrangements made and that the work would be better
done by the Corporation as the urban sanitary authority
than by the ruralsanitary authority i—Decidedly better.
I may say that upon the passing of the Poor Law Act,
1 & 2 Vic., cap. 56, the Poor Law Commissioners pro-
ceeded to define the electoral division of Waterford,
and, for a considerable portion of the circumference
adopted the boundaries of the then county of the
city of Waterford, but included a small portion not
within those boundaries and excluded a portion
which was part of the county of the wcity
of Waterford. The electoral division contains an
area of 7,368 acres and a population of 28,959, being
about 2,000 acres less than the former county of the
city of Waterford, but having a population of only
1,020 less than that of the Parliamentary borough.
The electoral division was divided into five wards, the
area and valuation of which has been stated by Mr.
Howard. Each ward elects two guardians, but there
is a provision in the Public Health Act enabling the
Local Government Board to divide the extra-mural
portion into other wards for the purposes of that Act.
The electoral division is divided into two dispensary
districts, with separate physicians, but the entire cost
under the Medical Charities Act is controlled by one
commitiee, which meets at the dispensary, in Lady-
lane, in the city of Waterford. These plysicians are
sanitary officers under the Act, but their salaries as
sanitary officers are partly paid by the inter-mural
portion of the electoral division and partly by the
extramoural portion. The Corporate Reform Aect,
which was made to remedy municipal abuses, formed
the municipal borough out of the Parliamentary
borough. The boundary lines were chosen in an
arbitrary manner, running in some cases in the middle
of streets, and by a strange regulation it altered the
Grand Jury laws and made the municipal borough so
found the county of the city of Waterford for judicial
fiscal and ‘Grand Jury purposes. That portion of the
county of the city which lies at the north of the river
Suir was formed into a new barony in the county of
Waterford, and is called the barony of Kilculliheen ;
it contains only 2,183 acres, and is valued st £3,216,
yet the expenses of one of the nrt.arml mnds u.ppmaf.‘ll
ing the city is thrown upon ik This district is
essentially suburban and ought to be under civi,
either by the City Grand Jury or the Corporativn.
The other portion of the county of the city which was
oxcluded from the existing county of the city wasadded
4o the baronies of Gaultiere and Middlethird. The effect
of this has been to necessitate the holding of a county
petty sessions, called St Patrick’s Hall sessions, for
the districts thus excluded from civic rights ; and as
the portion thus transferred from t_.ha city to the county
is mainly urban, and the sessions are .only held
monthly, considerable inconvenience has arisen. Such
buildings as the lnnatio ssylum, the railway stations,
the poor-house, the proposed dry docks, and other
public buildings, are outside the civie bounds. There
13 no legal provision forllighting these roads, nor does
] Actapply. .
th83 ﬂfﬁg?g’:-ﬂdu tg‘;g considerable inconvenience
avises from the fact that, when you drive on a
hackney car to any of these places, the drivers are cut-
side the city jurisdiction —Decidedly, there are m;“?
instances of that; take the case too of_ws.geﬁ, a
dispute as to Wages arises in vessels wghlﬁthO up to
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the old terminus to discharge ; they are ontside of the
Loundary, and a delay follows of three weeks, till the
soisions ocour or the vessel goes away. Thereis in
fact no summary jurisdiction in cases of the kind. If
it was in the city the case would be disposed of without
difficulty, and with expedition at the Police Courts
which sit every day. I observe that the two mile and
two mile and a half area has been discussed, and it ]_la.s
lieen, I note, considered a reasonable avea. Following
the electoral division, ifa circle werestruck with a two
wile radius, all that would be left outside it would be
portion of Kiloteran, and curious to say, the whole of
that property up theve is corporate property.

317. So that any portion that would be outside two
miles would be corporate property!—Yes, the cor-
Joration property runs up for five English miles; with
rogard to the electoral divisions, there is this com-
munity of purpose between the whole of them ; we all
pay the same poor rate, and my idea would be, that
there would be an equality of county cess, it would
probably increase on the city 1d. in the pound, if we
wade an equal rating over the whole ; Watexford
stands different from other places in this way. In
the addition we propose we don't want to saddle the
ontsiders with any taxation, and the reason Waterford
citizens are averse to an extension, is, because they
fear that portion of the taxation on outlying districts
will be thrown on them.

318. That so far from their deriving any benefit
from it, they will be worse off —Yes, that is what
they apprehend.

319. Can you say whether amongst the people you
prapose to take in, is there a difference of opinion on
the question?—The only way after all we bhave of
testing it is this; at the time the Improvement Bill
was proposed there wasa great outcry against taxution
got up by the barony of Kilculliheen, and a meeting
was held,

320. Can you say is there a difference of opinion
entertained —Yes, the feeling out of doors is this,
voumay take it that both pavties are apprehensive of
an increase of taxation being the result of any increase
of boundary.

322. Then, opinions are divided within the city
boundaries and without?—Yes. You were asking
about the bomnndaries of wards. I was about to
mention that I have gone through the list. Now, the
average valuation for each voter in Centre Ward is
£38; for the Custom House Ward, £38; for the
South Ward, £45; for the Tower Ward, £55; and
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for the West Ward, £66. Now, in anv cliane
would take place the Centre one i,s the (:.}nechan?fv;l::i
to be increased, and the way is to diminish the Tow,
Ward, add to the Custom House, and diminish tl::
Custom House by adding to the Centre Ward,

323. In your opinion would there be any difficy]
in adopting the Poor Law Wards as wards fo
municipal purposes i—None whatever; I think j
would be & great convenience. If the Poor Lay
bounduries were adopted it would be a great cop.
venience to the Commissioners of Valuation,

324. Have you amy idea how it would affect tle
constituency in each wardt—The average number of
burgesses in the South Ward is 151 ; in the Tower
Wuard, 177; in the West Ward, 136 ; in the Centre
Ward, 128 ; and in the Custom House, 156. [ think
you would add to the West and Centre Wards, byt
the Tower Ward would remain the same.

325, Mr. Delandre says that to a great extent gt
present the town is not lighted at all; that theve are
soveral roads in which there are no lights at all 3—
Well, I could not say ; of course there must be places
where there are no lights, but, as a matter of fact, I
think the town is as well lighted as any town I ever
was in.  He might be right speaking, perhaps, of a
short time ago, for at the north side of the city it was
not lighted until within the last month or two. Ten new
lumps have been erected at Ferrybank., TUnder the
old Act people beyond a hundred yards from a lamp
were exempted from payment, and the Corporation at
that time only put up a lamp where they would get
suficient to pay for it. Since then, however, they
have been extending them. It is a preposterous thing
to run the Loundaries in the middle of a rond as
they do now. If the proposed extension took place I
have no doubt the populous places would he lighted.
Mr. Delandre has spoken about the Corporaticn
finances. It isright to say that the general debt of the
Corporation has been within a few years reduced very
considerably. I may mention that they spent over
£1,200 in widening two new streets.

326. Is there any probability of an increase to the
Corporate property by leases falling in #—No, not any
immediate prospect. The principal increase has fallen
in, and there will not be any great increase until 1924
Since the year 1870 we had an increase of about
£2,000 or £2,200 a year.

327. There will be an increase of at least £20,000 2

- year, and probably it will be worth a great deal more

in the year 1924,

Myr. HowArD re-called.

328. CHammuaN.—Tt appears we cannot get the
members of the Corporation to come here to express
their views on this subject, but Mr. Fisher says what
would simplify matters entirely would be to bring in
the whole electoral division, and he says that in other
places the proposal has been made to extend the
boundaries from a mile to two miles, or two miles and
a half.  He says that in this particular case to adopt
the boundary he proposes it would only in one spot be
beyond two miles or so, and in that part it would be
Corporation property. 'What do you say to that —
Well, I don’t go as far as Mr. Fisher, but my own
inlix;:'idml opinion is that an extension ought to take
P

329, But what about the electoral division 1Tt is
a moot point if we should go for the whole electoral
division.

330. In asking yon your opinion I do not ask yow
to speak as town clerk, but simply to give your own
private opinion as to whether you agree with Mr.
Tisher %—I would go very near agreeing with him.
One great advantage is regulating the boundary by
townlands,

331. SBuppose we adopted the poor law divisions of
the wards, how many burgesses would be in each, and
how many would be qualified for the office of town
councillor +—T could not say. The clerk of the union
might be able to tell you that.

332. Mr. Fisher.—It would be of great further
utility to define the bounds in such a way that the
terms, the County of the City, the Parliamentary
Borough, the Electoral Division, and the Registrar's
District, should mean and convey the same idea.
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Mr. Josepr CLANPETT, examined.

933, I am a member of the Town Counecil, and of
three of the standing Committees. I am opposed to
any extension. At the lnst general meeting of the
council, I moved a resolution which was carried with
one dissentient, to the effect that no extension was
necessary. 1 did it on the ground that it would cost
the town at present, at least, £200 a year extra, if
they did not light the district proposed Ly the Finance
Committee, and £600 a year extra if they did light it,
I could see no correlative advantage to make up for
that additional outlay by bringing in the people of the
district proposed to be brought in. I am, myself,
strongly opposed to any extension. This place is not
like Cork or Dublin, because there are no new buildings
here, and I may say there have not been any extensive
building operations for the past fifty yeaxs. In that
way it is unlike Dublin and other places. I do not
see any reason on account of the boundary ranning
along roads or across public streets for enlarging the
boundaries. On one side of the places so divided, the
work is in charge of the county, and in the other, of
the city, and Mr. Duffin, the County Surveyor (who
is here), takes charge of these parts of the city of
Waterford.

334. Are you aware that all that is paid by the
city towards the road that is partly in the city and
partly in the county, is ouly £11 each half year, and
that M. Duffin gets £10 a year for looking after the
expenditure of that?%—That is a question for the
Grand Jury to see after. If the Grand Jury see fit
to give ls. in the pound to one man, while another
gentleman might do it equally efficiently for 6d., that
is the fault of the Grand Jury, if they continue such
an abuse.

333. There is a street called Barrack-street, and it
appears that the Infantry Larracks and the Axrtillery
barracks are in_this street, and that the infantry are
in the municipal boundary, and the artillery outside
it1—Yes, that is the case,

336. Now on what principle is it that the entire
of that street—one continuous street—should not be
within the municipal boundary?—I helieve, if you
wanted to extend the municipal franchise, you would
not get two persons outside the city, qualified to be
burgesses of the city of Waterford, who live con-
venient to the Artillery barracks. With reference to
the Lorough rate—there is no borough rate. Now
we find that even with an income of £10,000 or
£13,000 a year, we cannot get on without exceeding
by our expenditure, something like £2,000, our
present income. Our present income won't do, and
we must go in for a borough rate. In fact, it is at
present conterplated to have a borough rate. There
is, in fact, notice given to levy a borough rate fov
lamp tax ; to re-levy lamp tax in the shape of borough
rate. 'We have a 2s. rate, and we are looking
forward to a 3s. water rate.

337. Mr. CorroN.—What is the lamp tax?—1s. in
the pound. It will be for them to consider if it is to
be levied.

338 CHarrMaN.—Suppose it is struck, and the
legislature think that the rate to be paid outside to be
one-fourth?—I think it would be very unfair to
charge anybody, to make them pay one-fourth or ome-
eighth of what they don’t derive any benefit.

339. Take the gentry outside, do they not derive
great benefit from the lamps in the town driving to
the railway stations, coming into places of worship,
using the streets of the city, and the lights in the
winter evenings and so on. Do they not in fact
derive great advantages in every way from the town?
—They do not. In the first place they have all their
parish churches outside.

340. But suppose, they come in to the Cathedral,
suppose they come to the theatre, and to the railway,
and 50 on #—Well, if people come for their amusement
and pleasure, or convenience, I do not see why their
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poor neighbours and tenants should be muleted to pa
for it. e

341. According to present princi les, i i
was under the Towns Igpmvemlclmt. Al:t, it llg ;11:11;; ]t:;:'n
market gardens, and so forth, that the legislature hos
mentioned that would pay one-fourth, owners of houses
would pay the full amount. Do you think, that any
extension of the horough boundary—do you think that
any heavier impost would be imposed onthe farmer than
at present —VYes ; well, we all know the state of the
country at present, as a landlord and tenant, I know
from experience of tenants who do not live very far
from Waterford, that some of them cannot pay their
vent. To impose additional taxes upon these people,
no matter what the advantages, would be & ip.
Ouwr tradeis depressed, and under all the cireumstanees
it would be hard to saddle on those people additional
liabilities when they really cannot meet their demands.

342. There would be the railway station, and the
artillery barracks, and there would be about twelve
gentlemen's houses 7—Well, as to the railway station,
with trucks, and waggons, and all sorts of vehicles eut,
ting up the roads, what benefit we would derive from
them would not pay one-fourth of what we would have
to pay for them.

343. Tell me, ave there not market gardens in the
neighbourhood of the town #—-No, their lands about
the town is not one bit more valuable in that
We have not a garden round that can get Gd. more
than they do twenty miles away,

344. Where is all the supply of milk, that is daily
used by the people of Waterford—here is the supply
of milk and cggs got for all those 24,000 people t—
Just as it comes to any other place from the country.

345. Does it not come from the district just ontside
the boundaries 71T can tell you the price of milk, we
took a very large contract to-day of 140 gallons, and
the present price for new milk as we took it at the
poor-house is (d. a gallon.

346, Mr, Fisher.—If the boundaries were extended,
would not building operations go on around the city?
—I do not believe it. There is not a demand for
houses in Waterford. In fact, I think the circum-
stances of extending the boundaries would rather have
the effect of preventing building going on. There
would then be the anticipation of taxation to impede
it

347. CmatrMAY. —Were you in the Town Couneil
in 18751—Yes.

348, And on what principle did you approve then
of the proposed extension of the municipal area I
opposed it then and now, because I believe it to be an
imposition on the city. I was only one of four. I may
mention here, that there was incurred a sum of £3,950
costs, and in order to cover that, as a sop they said we
want toregulate the butter market, to get that £3,950
to be put on the city of Waterford. 1 may also men-
tion, that gentlemen who proposed or aided this move-
ment, like Mr, Slattery J3.»., became afterwards its
most strenuous opponents.

349, You are aware that the population at present is
about 24,000, and that that is just 1,000 below thelimit
for application of the Artisans’ Dwellings Act, would
you not think it of advantage to be able to put that
measure in foree 1—I think we have all the powers we

nire,

350. You cannot put the Artisans' Dwellings Act
in force I—Well, one gentleman seemed to give it as
a reason for extension that it was a miserable thing to
have the population of Waterford only 23,000 or
24,000; * and for the sake of making it 30,000," I said
to him “ would you go merely for and for the
sake of figures saddle the city with £500 or £600.

351. Mr. Fisher—But it would not saddle the city
with that, on the contrary, it would lessen’ the
taxation.

352. Mr. Corrox.—Supposing the population, by
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Artisans’ Dwellings Act be used —I am quite sure it
would not.

353. CmarruaN.—Is there ample room for the poor
people now—There is. There are plenty of small
houses idle. I have some idle myself. There are a
couple of hundred of small houses. I have some, and
T can’t let them, ranging in rent from 2s. Gd. to 3s. a
week.

354. Where are they +—1In Castle-street.

355. Mr. Fisher.—Ave you not the owner of houses
set in tenements I—Yes, large houses rented up to £20
a year, and houses from £4 to £14, and houses from
2s, to 4s. a week idle.

357, CrairMAN.—When I was here before I re-
member Mr. Hamilton brought me down to the manuve
depot—to Miller’s marsh—and he showed me Louses,
places built upon the very walls. T washorrified to see
these. T understood him to say that the poor people
had no other place to live.

358. Mr. Fisher.—They are living in filthy dens in
the city. :

359, Wiiness,—All I can say is that these people
would prefer living there.

360. CaatruaN.—In 1875 the Corporation went
forward with this bill. There were only four dis-
sentients then, of which you were one, but all the rest

were in favour of the extension proposed. I +wanted
some of the gentlemen to come here and tell us what
was the reason they changed their minds. You are
the only one to come and give any single reason. You
are consistent, for you say—I did not go in for an ex-
tension then and I do not go in for it now. M.
Delandre says — T am opposed to extension, to the
extension proposed, but I certainly think there should
be some extension, a considerable extension, but mnot
the one proposed by the Finance Committee.” There
were five members, according to My, Hamilton, of the
Finance Committee recommending an extension of
these boundaries, The Corporation then referred it
back to the Finance Committes, to see what was
suggested. They prepare their figures, and the
moment their report goes back it is all but unanimously
thrown out. So that four years ngo we have the
Corporation, with thirty-six or thirty-four members,
going forward for this extension, and now we have
them, with thirty-nine against it, asking that there
should be no extension. Now, what we would like to
know is what made the thirtysix who were for it
before go round and say, no, we won't have any extén-
sion. These thirty-six gentlemen are found going to
Parliament, to the expense of that bill ; and if it gocs
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to the House of Commons every one of these mey
being against the extension now, what claim wonld
they have, it being represented to the Committee of
the House of Commons that these gentlemen wers for
it, with only four dissentients out of forty, whilst noy
twenty-five actually voted against five.  Now, as 1,
the burial-ground question, at present you have hok
any buiial-ground in the city of Waterford. There i
the Society of Friends' and the French burial-groung
We know the tendency of the law is to close up every
intra-mural burial-ground. It is now stated to us that
there is not & bit of ground in the city that you cap
get, and yet you are the burial board.  'Would you ng
think it advisable to extend the boundary a short 1
in order to get a piece of ground for the purposei—
When the graveyard here was closed, the Protestants
went outside and boughta burial-ground.  There is o
necessity for a buvial-ground.  There was one splendid
one paid for—several acres were paid for out of the
rates.

361, Mr. Fisher.—And it was twrned into a paupery
burial-ground.

362. TFitness.—The guardians reduced the charges,
but it is very extensively used.

363. Crarmman.—Do you think now that it would
not be desirable—with reference to the regulation of
hackney carringes and police arrangements at the
railway station and elsewhere—that the boundaries he
extended in order that the Corporation have the
nmanagement of the hackney cars?—We have that,

364. Only within the municipal boundaries ; but, 1s
has been said, why should & man not hiave the benefit of
the police regnlations up to his lall door? Why
should not the police regulations be enforceable, wly
not applicable to, say, the artillery barracks?  And, as
to the farve, yon must give him Gd. to the borough
boundary, and Gd. to, say, the workhouse ™—Bub that
might apply if you extended the boundary to three
miles.

365, In the one street, if there were two cabmen, one
in one spot and the other in another, the one man may
be as uneivil and as extortionate as he likes, and may
say to me bring me up to petby sessions in three weeks
if you like—would it not be Letter to extend the
boundury to three miles than to have that state of
things —DBut would not that apply if you extended
it three miles?

366. Of course, but we must have regard to the
streets and places that have n continuity of houses +—
My argument is that if you went to Kilculliheen the
same thing would apply.

ALDERMAN RyaN examined.

367, CEatrwAN.—You were on the Finance Com-
mittee I understand +—Ves, and I suggested that
boundary.

368, And do you abide by it still —When we niet
on the Finance Committee we considered that anything
we would take in would be more or less loss to the
city, and we determined on taking in nothing but what
ought really to be brought in as part of the city, My
view of the extension is that whatever addition we
take in ought to be treated just the same as the city
ab present, as regards water and sanitary works, and
that we should not keep a special account at all. The
streets at present arve repaived out of the Borouch
fund, and I would have the new roads or strests psﬁd
out of the same. This and sanitary expenses would
amount to about £6086, giving credit for amount we
would receive out of the Public Water rate, and the
saving that would be effected in onr Grand J ury cess

both amounting to £400—it would leave a logs of whout
£206 per annum. As T would treat the extended dis-
trict as part of the city any borough rate to be levied. I
would levy on all. The council, however, did not ges
their way to approving of the proposed extension. I
made out the Grand Jury cess, the present Grand J ury

cess payable by the city of Waterford at present as
£4,295, which is equal to 2s. 2d. in the pound., thatis
on the valuation of £39,000, with the proposed increase
the valuation of thecity would come to £45,000 thatis by
adding the proposed increase of £6,000 to the £39,000.
The additional charges to be put on the present
Grand Jury cess would be 83d. for the railway
guarantee which would be equal to £212 10s., and
collection, &e., £30, bringing it up to £4,467 10s
That would then be the gross presentments. Now the
effect would be if you spread that £4,467 10s. over
the £45,000 to reduce the Grand Jury to 2s. in the
pound, and that would be a saving of 2d. per pound, s0
that if the proposed of extension of £6,000 valuation
were agreed to, and that the only charges are the
only additional charges on the Grand Jury cess were
the railway guarantee of 81d. per pound, and collect-
ing additional cess it would effect the saving 1 lm'&{
mentioned of 2. in the pound on present city cess, an¢
that would be equal to £325. Thé public water rate
of 3d. in the pound would be £75, and that with the
£325 would ‘amonnt to £400 ; but the loss would be
in this way. Cost estimated of maintaining the roads
of proposed extension payable as existing streets aro
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out of the borough fund £306. Sanitary expenses
£100—total expenditure £606 from which abstract the
£400 and you have the net loss of £200 exclusive of
lighting. . . )

300, The view you took then was this, that in
sustice and fairmess, and having vegard to the proximity
to the town of these outlaying parts they ought to be
a portion of the town, but atthe same time you thought
it would be o money loss to you and a gain to them?
— Yes.

370, Tn your opinion is it right that a line should
be drawn across Barrack-street dividing the boundary ?
—No, it is absurd. _

371. The railway station should be taken in if for
nothing else than police purposes +—We conld not take
an acre less than the black line on the map.

372, Supposing there is any extension, or even if
things weve left as they ave, do you consider that it
would be hetter to have the poor law division and the
Municipal wards alike 2—DMost decidedly.

973, Wlatever extension Le made —Yes.

191

v 374 And even if no extension were madei—
es.

375. Do you think evenif there was no extension that
the Municipal and Poor Law wards should be the same 1
—No, I see no objection, I come quite unprepared.

370. You think that the Artisans’ Dwellings Act
should be put in force? — Certainly. The reason
the poor people live in the places they do, is
because theve is a scarcity of small houses. You will
see wheve the Corporation are building the cottages
the poor people are leaving their tenement houses
and going to the cottages.

377. The advantages of the Artisans' Dwellings
Act will not apply unless there is an extension, and
eonsequent increase in the number of the inhabitants ¥
—We built a certain number of labourers’ cottages,
and we owe the contractor sometling like £200, and
that contractor was compelled to serve a writ on
Mr. Howard wloa has to borrow the mouey from
private individnals to pay that £200, ’

The inquiry then terminated.

MARYBOROUGH. —MARCH 571, 1879.

Before Mxy. C. P. CorroN, C.E.

Mr, Parricg O'REGAN, examined,

1. My, Corrox.—You are the Town Clerk —
Yes.

9, Maryhorough, I understand, is under the Towns
Improvement Act I—Yes.

3, When was it put under it +—In December, 18534,
shortly after the Act was passed.

4. Is Maryborough under the Towns Improvement
Act for all purposes +—Yes, T think so.

5. Tt includes lighting —Yes, lighting and water-
ing,

%}. You received the form of guevies from ust—
Yes,
7. But you did not send us the replies back to those
queries —No. 1 did not. )

8. Can you fill them in now —Well, the Comuuis-
sioners have not approved of them, and I would not
like to take on myself to give the answers.

9. What is the population of Maryborough +—
9,731

10. Whatis the avea of the municipal district ?—
The avea is u radius of one half an Euglish mile.

11. And the acreage — The nereage of that is 503
acres, but that includes the town and acreage under
ussessment—the acreage liable to assessment is 450,

12, That is the avea ziven in the rate book ?—Yes.

13. And the other fifty acres -—That is that portion
which is not included in the streets, the part not
occupied by heuses.

14, What is the
is £3,076.

15. You have no wards —No wards. )

16. Is the town entirely included in one electorl
division +—It is.

17. How far does that electoral division extend
north, south, east, and west ¢—It would average
about a statute mile—in some directions it would
exceed a mile, i

18. Have you a map of the town showing the
boundary of the town itself —Yes, I have; and I have
made a circle showing what a radins of half a mile
would extend to. .

19. Where is the town itself marked on this map?
—Within this cirele (indicating -circle marked red on
the map). ) - =l

20. Surely the boundary of the town is not a circle
—Yes, it is, and it is a radius of half a mile. )

21. Where do you get this, what is your authority
for saying it is half a mile radius, this town boundary ?
—That is what the Town Commissioners adopted when
they were adopting the Act.

valuation 7—The entive valuation

22, Iave you got the resolution adopting thati—
I hiave not, but I have seen it,

23. Have you the Gazette!—No ; I lentit, and I
have not got it.

24, Is it not entered in the record of the first pro-
ceedings of the Town Commissioners i—Yes; but I
bave not that book.

25. I ask you beeause it looks very different indeed
from what I saw at the valuation office. Tt strikes me
it is not the same at all. Tt is about o Lalf mile radius,
you say i—TIt is o half a mile exactly.

26. What is the centre point you :I-In;]‘»ted—cnn you
deseribe it 7—Tt is the cld Rampart or Fort.

97. Is that marked on the ordnance map —TIt is.
28, How many Town Commissioners have you i—
Nine. .

99. How many peeple are on the looks eligille for
the post of Town Councillers l—About tifry.

30, Tifty persons qualified I—Yes.

31. And how many ave qualified to vote in the town f
—136 or 137.

33, What ave your receipts during the year 2—At
a one shilling rate we received £160.

33, First of all give we the rates foc the last five

ears, 74 75 '76°77 and '78—1In 157i ls,in 75 6d.,
in '76 10d., in '77 104., and in 78 we made no rate.

34, Have you any other source of income except the
rates?— We have the public ounsel.

35. Can you give the amounts brought in by these
other sources—Yes ; the ounsel, averaging £9 10s. 3
the dog tax, averaging £7 or £8, and we get half the
fnes at Petty Sessions Court—about £25.

3G. You have no landed property i—No.

37. C'an you tell me in ’78 what your income and
expenditum' was +—1 could not tell for 187 8 from re-
collection. I have the account of it. of course.

32, Youu can give it to us afterwarids —Certainly.

39, Can you tell me what the poor rate was for
those five vears I—In ‘74 the poor rate wus, I thm!;,
9. - in '7H 3s. 6d.; 0’76 2s 4d.; in'TT 25 3d.; in
778 4s. 2d. 1 think that is it. _

40, If you are not sure you _h:.'d_ 1hetter not give
them. What was the poor rate in i3 l—is. 2.

41, Wasany portion of that sanitary rate 1—Yes.
49. How much —1s. 4d.
43, What was that raised for l—For sewers through

the town.
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44. And on what district was that rate raised?—
It was raised on the townland adjoining the town.

45, Can you give the names?—Belad.

48. What I want is the number of townlands that
were subjected to the sanitary rate of 1s. 4d. —Well,
I don't know if Belad was subjected to the samitary
rate, but it is within the boundary of the town. _

47. You don't know then on what district the sani-
tary rate was struck 1—No.

48. Ts there any debt on the town—do the Town
Commissioners owe anything 2—No. i

49. Have the Board considered this question of the
extension at all as a body %—Well, they have, it was
before them.

50. Have they come to any resolution —No; ihey
thought it would be better to leave it as it is.

51. Well, that is a resolution—did they come to that
resolution 7—They did not come to that resolution, but
that I consider to be the feeling.

52. All the sanitary works in the town now are
under the control of the Board of Guardians —Yes.

53. Have the Commissioners ever considered the
question, whether they would wish to be formed into
the Urban Sanitary Authority, so as to restore the
ganitary powers to themselves 2—The matter was under
consideration, but no resolution was passed on the
subject.

54. They have not passed any resolution?—No,
but the feeling that I could gather or glean from them
was that they thought the area of taxation being more
extensive under the Poor Law Board than with us, we
had better leave it so. -

55. That is that the Local Government Board had

the power of putting the sanitary rate on a larger aren ?
—Yes,
56, Is there any expenditure for sanitary works
required in the town?—I could not answer that
question. I believe the Commissioners think there
have been sanitary works enough done,

57. You have placed on that map, T see, some larger
circle—what is that %—That would be supposing the
boundary were extended another half mile.

A8. If it were so extended, would it take in many
gentlemen’s places I—Tt would not.

59. Would it add much to the number of voters 1—
1t would not.

G0. Wonld it add to the number of gentlemen quali-
fied to be Town Commissioners I—I am sure of two;
I am not quite certain about two more, that is all,

61. You don't know how many voters it would add.

62. What are the lands, what class of lands lie be-
tween the present boundary and the additional half
mile—are they townparks—Not exactly townparks
they are average middling fair lands.

63. Would it take in any public buildings at present
outside the municipal boundary 7—XNo ; only the lunatic
asylum and jail. They are exempt.

64. I suppose all the land within that mile radius
you have there derives great benefit from the town, on
account of its proximity to the town?—Yes. Thereis
no doubt of it.

66. As regards markets, these lands are exception-
#lly well offt—Yes ; and as regards the value of land.

67. Having facilities for disposing of their produce
is a great advantage 1 —Yes.

68. Are there schools in the town to which children
come from that distance 1—Yes ; and outside that,

69. How far beyond that half mile extension would
you say the benefit of having the town adjacent ex-
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tends as making an increase in the value of the land
—Well, I don't think the Commissioners WQu]dh:
inclined to extend it much beyond Lalf a mile fypty,

70. Do you then mean that the Board are in fm.::'
of extension at all7—Well, my impression is tha ﬂmr
are not. y

71. Do they intend to come to any resolution ahoy
if, is any meeting to be held to give expression to gy
opinion about it *—No meeting is fixed.

72. What is the opinion, do you know, of the people
living within that half mile circle—what ig th!:-ix
opinion, do you happen to be aware %—If it decrease
the rates they would be very glad it would be taken
in.

73. Who would be in favour of it 2—The people of
the town.

74. What is the opinion of the people within thy
extended half mile —1I don’t know that. I lave not
consulted any of them.

75. Of course, as you lave never considered e
question of being Urban Sanitary Authority, you neyer
considered the question of whether the Town Commis.
sioners should fake up the roads—the maintenance of
the roads—instead of the Grand Jury %—Yes, some of
them have expressed a fecling to that effect, that i,
they have become contrnctors for some of the roads
within the town for the Grand Jury.

76. You are aware that they cannot become the
authority over roads and bridges, except they first
become an Urban Sanitary Authority, and take up
the sanitary work i—I am aware. They have becoms
private contractors for these roads.

77. But they have not come to any resolution about
any of these matters as a Board 7—No. We presented
a petition to the Grand Jury on one occasion under the
Local Government Act for the privilege, and we ware
refused it.

78. The Graud Jury refused it +—VYes,

79. Well, avre you aware that if you become the
Urban Sanitary Authority, the Local Government
Board could give you a Provisional Ovder to take the
roads and bridges, whether the Grand Jury consented
or not }—7Yes.

80. But you have not done anything —No.

81. What is your own private opinion as to this
question of the boundaries ; do you think it would le
Letter for the town to be extended or not1—I think if

‘they became the Urban Sanitary Authority it would

uot benefit them at all.

82. It would not benefit them, you think —No;
provided they take up the management of the roads
and bridges.

83. Why would it not?—Because the additional
income would not be equal to the outlay.

84. Do you think not, if they had the power, and
got the same rights the Grand Jury now possess for
the same purpose?—Oh, if they bad that power it
would be different. ‘

85. Well, suppose they had that power —That
would make a great difference; I did not calculate it
in that light. I think it would do very well if they
had that power. I was calculating for the one-fourth.

86. If they were made the Urban Sanitary Autho-
rity to take up the powers of the Grand Jury, they
could settle the rates to be paid ; it would be left to
the Local Government Board to determine. Have
you any observations you would like to make 1—Noth-
ing further.

Mr, Winriam Frrzsicons, Solicitor, examined.

87. Mr. Corro¥.—Can you tell us, Mr. Fitzsimons,
what the feeling of the Commissioners is regarding an
extension of boundaries’—No; I don’t think there
has been any meeting on the subject. There has been,
in fact, no solicitation of their feeling on the subject.

They don’t really understand it at all.

83. Are you a Town Commissioner yourself -—Yes,

89. You are aware, perhaps, what is the general
feeling amongst them 2—Well, my own impression of
their feeling is, that there is a feeling of doubt as to
what would be the result of an extension. .

90. In what way %—For my own part I _alwuld say
that we don’t know, supposing the boundary isextended,
we don't know what sanitary work the town may be
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ealled on to pay for, what the town rates may be re-
quired to pay for. At present there has been a very
large outlay from a sanitary point of view in the town,
and I doubt if the town rates could afford with the
conosed increase any additional outlay.  For instance,
if additional drainage were required within that half
mile radius, I doubt if the town could afford it, or if
the ratepayers would be prepared to assent to it. As
T understand that half mile extension proposed that is
my view. . . .

g1. But that half mile radius, as it appears to me,
does not take in many, if any, buildings at all ; in that
way, therefore, what sanitary work—what drainage
could there he?—I think the feeling is that we were
rather groping in the dark, taki:ng a leap without
knowing exactly what we were doing—what we were
to get—what compensation we weve to get for the
extension, for the liability.

02. Well, suppose you have not made any applica-
tion to become the Urban Sanitary Authority, or taken
any steps to take np the roads, suppose you simply
remain Town Commissioners as you are, would it not
be an advantage to you to have the aren extended —
Well, we have taken steps to take up the roads within
the present municipal boundary—we have become, in
fact, private contractors.

93. But that is not taking steps as a Board 1—Not
as a Board, but it has the same effect. Steps have
been taken by members of the Board to take up the
contract within the streets, and I doubt if the bound-
aries were extended and the same state of things would
apply, T don't think the extended district of roads
would enable the Commissioners to do it with any
profit, or satisfactorily at all.

94, Whatever you may agree to do as private con-
tractors you know would not apply or be obligatory
upon you to perform if the aren were extended—you
would not be obliged to do the same thing outside ?—
Well, there would be no necessity for taking up the
roads outside ; it was simply for the convenience of the
town that the Commissioners took it up at all,
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95. Wmll.d.it not be an advantage to you now to
have an additional area of taxation contributing to the
lighting and cleansing of the town L—Well, I would be
personally inclined to dount if the new rates to be
afforded by_ the additional radius would compensate
for the additional expenditure on the extended radius.

96. But suppose yon don't touch the roads at all,
you have no power at all, you know !—Except as pri-
vate contractor,

97. But Jeaving the roads aside altogether, would it
not be an advantage to have an extra area contributing
to the paving, cleansing, and lighting 1—Well, putting
it on the principle that that were extra rates sent in
to us, it would. If T was certain the compensation
for extension would not put the Commissioners or the
ratepayers to loss, I would say “yes” instantly. But
we have not discnssed it—there lasbeen no sense of
the ratepayers taken on it.

08. Isthere any intention to do so?—I would say
it. would be very desirable. I am informed by Consta-
ble Gregory, and T believe it to be the fact, that the
ratepayers of the town hold to a very large extent the
lands propesed to be comprised in the new avew.

90. Yes, so that the increased taxation would fail
upon residents in the town to a great extent 2—VYes.

100. How is the town lit?%—At present by gas.
There is & gns company that supplies ns.

101. Is thereany water supply =—No, not any water-
works,

102. There are wells-—Yes; plenty of wells, but
no possibility of a supply being laid down.  The town
lies on the flat, and from the cireumstances it would
be impossible to bring water to the town.

103. Can you tell me what would he the feeling of
the vesidents within this proposed extension of say
half a mile sketehed out by Mr. O'Regan, the feeling
of the owners of land within that distvict #—I cannct,
for the reason I tell you ; no sense or feeling of the
ratepayers has been tuken. I am sorry there have been
uo steps taken. Mr. Turpin is here, and he can give
you more information than I can.

Manr-
BOROUGH.

Mar. 5, 1379,

—

Mr. William
Fitzaimons.

My, GroRGE VaNSTON, examined.

104, Mr. Corrox.—Are you a Town Commissioner
now +—No, not now.

105. But you were,I understand 2—Yes, for six
years.

106. 8o that you are intimately acquainted with
the feeling of the town 2—Yes.

107. Aud ean let us have statistics and other inform-
ation #—Yes.

108. Well, give your opinion as to the advantages or
disadvantages to be derived from an extension of the
boundary #—My opinion is—and I helieve I have
spoken to a great many people on the subject—

109. Give your own opinion %—DMy opinion is that
the electoral division of Maryborough as it stands
would be best to select for a radins. On the north
side you could reach about three quarters of a mile
(Irish), on the south it would be about a quarter of a
mile, on the west on one road about three quarters,
that is the Mountrath rond, and on the north-west
three quarters of a mile. On the north-east it would
reach nbout a mile and a quarter, and on the south-
east about a mile and a quarter.

110. Can you tell me what the area of the electoral

ivision is %1 could not tell you ; I have not taken the

trouble to find that out.

111, I asked already, you may remember, with re-
ference to the rating of oneand fourpence struck in
1878, the sanitary rate, over what district was it
levied —Borris Little, Clonminan, and Kyle-Kip-
roe and Maryborough ; I was one of the parties who
struck out that vate myself. T was n guardian,

112. That I understand was for the purpose of
sewerage +—Yes,

- 113, And that was considered a fair distriet?—

@s.

%'Ir. George
114. Have you auy further observition vou would o
wish to make —Another point I wish to bring befure
you is this—1I have spoken to parties in the town,
ratepayers, and I have heard the matter spoken of,
whether it could be done or not I don't quite know,
but we have three very large public institutions, an
asylun, a jail, and an infirmary ; well, there are the
servants of those institutions, who, more o less, nse
this town, who get the benefit of the lighting of the
town, and so on, and if those institntions could Le
yated it would I think be a very useful and proper
thing. I don’t know if T am right in bringing this
before you 1 o i
115. Well, it is outof the limits of our inguiry.
Tt would form the subject of legislation, but is beyond
the scope of our inguiry. o
116. There are a great many parties 1 our town
who would like to have them brought in if it cou]d.}m
done. The Government at present gives us portivn
of the rates in respect of the barracks. o
117. How much is the Government contributioni—
My, O'Regan.—The valnation is £53 12s, and
Government gives ns whatever the mmonut of the
ine we make. .
1‘3‘7111;% vhah'. Clorroy.—Do you think the advantages
of being in the neighbourhood of a lavge market town
extends to the limits of t-he?(-lectuml division you
: rested as o boundary I—
lmﬁ E?u%l Vanston.—It dn?es. decidedly, and beg'cfnd
it, for the farmers come in and tuke men out of t.!lxe
streets aud employ them. Thele is this mlvaut;xg:: to
them in that way, that they have not to keep cotliers,
but come in and get the labour they want. N
120, And they derive dvantages from the f-‘?.‘l‘t;:_;‘{ﬁ
being lighted, when they come 11 0r go gué in tue
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winter mornings, or evenings I—Yes, certainly they
do. I may suy that some of the people outside object
1 toto.
121. They object to having any additional rate pub
upon them —Yes, I have spoken to a number of them.
122. You are not a guardian at present, are you?
—Not at present, but I will be one. I had been for
a number of years, but I had to resign on taking up
the clerkship. )
123. What would be the feeling of the guardians
as to your becoming the Urban Sanitary Authority?
—1 have an idea that they would, at least a section
of them would, like to keep the reinsin their ownhands.
124, Ts there anything else you wish to add!—
‘Well, I think the county roads, looking at them in
one sense, it would be perhaps as well to be left as
they are, for we have a very eflicient county surveyor
who is doing his best to save in a great many ways.
We might improve our footways, but not our road-
ways much.

MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES COMMISSION.

125. Do you think if the Town Commiss;
as much money at their disposal as thl:lf::g:;s o
they would Le able to do the work better, livin
they do on the spot and meeting once a week to %o:;
after it?—Well, I don't think they would, The:
might do it perhaps, but I scarcely Lelieve . it They
would have to get a regular staff to work them uy
and you have a staff in the county., B

126. Do you think the county contribu
the roads in the town a fair amguuf. of wctx?ii ?:nﬁ
money they get —Yes, for the past four or five years
they have contributed very liberally.

127. Have you any other observation to malel—
I agree with Mr. Fitzsimons about the water—yqy
would have no way of bringing in water except you
brought it from four miles, The Sanitary .Authoril;y
is giving them o fair supply of pumps now and g very
large supply of wuter. : ]

128. By pumps +—VYes, by pumps.

Mr. Trosras Tureiy, examined,

129. What is your opinion as to the extension, Mr.
Turpin 2—1I am clearly of opinion, that the area ought
to be inereased. I have nlways been of opinion that the
people in the suburbs derive nearly as much benefit
from the town as the people in the town themselves.

130. In having markets for the sale of produce, and
fromthelighting, watering, &e. —VYes; they send in all
theirfowlevery Thursday, an immense quantity of fowl.
They sell their produce here on Thursday ; they bring
in their potatoes, and they get a deal of corn end sell
it, and the twef from the Logs around the town every
day of the week is carted away.

131. Well now, Liow far from the centre of the town
would you say it would be fair to ask the people to
contribute?—Well, I think, Clonreher cught to be taken
in, fora great source of traffic comes from Clonreher, I
think the boundary should certainly take in Clonreher,

132. Tell me are you aware what the general extent
of the electoral division is?—No, T am not. I think
the poor rate collector would be able to tell you.

133. Would you say the people who derive excep-
tional ndvantages from the town live more than a mile
from the town 2—Not much.

134. You would consider a mile a fair area 7—Yes ;
there was an old charter, the charter of Elizabeth, and
under it the town extended from this spot—the old

fort—to a boundary of 8,000 yards, and that is a mile
and a half. That was exactly the boundary under the
charter of Elizabeth.

135, You think then that a mile would be a fair
distance —Yes; T mean an Irish mile.

136, The Zown Clerk.—It would require two miles
(English) to take in Clonrcher.

137. M. Turpin.—My impression is that it ought
to extend to that. Ttis right for me to say that, when
first we established this Commission, we were under
the impression that we had made a mistake in not ap-
plying to have it furthor extended in the first instance.
I think there was a memorial sent up. It was refused
then. But we wanted to extend it.

138. Under what Act was the town before that ?

139, Mr. O'Regan.—It was not under auy Act
immediately before thut.

140, Mr. Turpin.—It was a borough originally.
Maryborough returned two members of Parliament,
and a lavge civele of land was attached to it. In 1802
the burgesses divided it into three paxts, one part for
the burgesses, and one part for one member, and
another part for another, and they made leases for
themselves for 900 years. J

The inquiry then terminated.

KILLARNEY.—DECEMBER 28, 1878.
Before Mr, Exman, Q..

My, Hexry Dorax examined.

1. You are the Chairman of the Town Commission-
ers of Killarney —I am.

2. Has the boundary, marked on the map before
me, always been the boundary of the town —I am
not very certain, that it has, I do not know if it was
the same as that when the town was under the old
Commissioners, that is, up to three years ago. Up
to that the Commissioners were appointed, and acting
under the Act of the 9th George IV. c. 82, and in
December, 1874, the town adopted the provisions of
the Towns Improvement Act of 1854,

3. Since T sat here before in September, 1876, have
]j:ou hba:l a new set of Commissioners?—VYes, there

ave been some who huve gone out by rotati
others elected. % e

4. Are you in working order now % Ves,

5. How was the present boundary as marked on this
map, fixed —Mr. Downing who is our Solicitor drew
up and prepared a map, to go before the Local Cloy-
ernment Board, in order to get their sanction to the
boundary.

6. Did they sanction this as the bounds — Yes they
did in 1874. They were approved of by Mr. Horsley
of the Local Government Board, who was sent down
to inquire into the matter, and he approved of them,
all that time we were under the impression that we
could not travel outside of the parish here, and there
were some few townlands, such as Cleeny, which is
very close to the town ; that was omitted ; Gortioe
was also omitted, on the ground that we could not

travel outside the parish.

7. Is the present boundary all in one electorul
ld;ivision 1—VYes it is, the electoral division of Kil-

rney.

8. How far does that electoral division extend i—
It extends’ in some directions four miles from the
town, and in others only one mile.

9. Did you answer the queries which were sent, to
the Town Commissioners here from .our office in
Dublin —Yes, on lagt Friday week. , r

10 Do 'the Commisgioners of the town think il
desirable to extend the present area of the townl—
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Thgyoonsidared thequestion, but not as to the full extent
of the extension, I think that they consider it would
be desirable to extend the boundary of the town, but
they are not agreed as to the extent.

11, Do all agree that there should be some exten-
sion —Yes, but some propose an extension, which
would bring in some townlands, that I myself, and I
think several others are of the same opinion, consider
should not be taken in. A good many are of opinion
that if you take a radius of two miles from the centre
of the town, that would be a reasonable boundary.

12. What is the present valuation of the town?—

£7,145 10s.
13. And its acreage?—1,736 acres, 2 roods, and

19 perches.

14. What addition to the acreage and valuation
would an extension to a radius of two miles” give —1I
don’t know but I would be able to get that informa-
tion for you. It would be only mere guess-work on
my part if I gave it to you now.

15. Is it your opinion that the lands outside the
town—to the extent at all events of a two-mile radius,
derive exceptional value and benefit from its prox-
imity to the town %—I think so; I certainly think so.

16. To that extent at the least1—Yes.

17. Do the occupiers of the land within that radius
use the town for all purposes that they require, such
as coming and going to the train and as a market
town, and attending their places of worship ?-—Yes;
the present township in some places extends two miles,
and in other places—and that is a great cause of com-
plaint—not half a mile from the centre of the town, to
the east and west the town at present extends abouta
mile and a half, while to the north and south it does
not extend more than half or three quarters of amile.

18. How many gentlemen's residences would be
taken in by the proposed boundary, supposing it was
about two miles 7—About ten or twelve in addition to
those within the present boundary.

19, Avre there any of the small farming classes, val-
ued at £4 and npwards—that would be taken in by
the proposed boundary %—Very few, the people who
would be taken in are mostly gentlemen or substan-
tial farmers,

20. How many substantial farmers would be com-
prised within the proposed avea %—About twelve sub-
stantial farmers in addition to the gentlemen's resi-
dences.

21. Would the proposed extension take in any of the
hotels nenr the lakes 7—The only hotel it would take

in would be the Lake Hotel.
© 23, Would it be considered reasonabls to take in
the other hotels townards Muckross !—They ave three
miles away.

23, Then this proposed boundary would not take
in any part of Muckrossi— No, it would not. )

24. What is the meaning of the blue line that is
on the Ordnance map now before me?—In sending
back the queries the answer had reference to the blue
line on this map and that was the proposed boundary.

25. Ts the two-mile boundary that is proposed shown
by the whole of the blue line boundary on this map!?
—That was not the unanimous conclusion that was
come to. It was merely that some were for extending
the boundary so much further than othexs. )

26. I ask you as Chairman of the Town Commis-
sioners is it your opinion merely, or are you expressing
it as the opinion of a good many other Commissioners,
that the boundary should not be extended more than
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two miles 7—That is the opinion of a good many—my

own and others. o7

27. Can you say anything as to the feeling of the

. towns people on the subject of the proposed extension

of the boundary ?—They would be willing to have as
large an increase as possibie,

28, The larger boundary as shown on this map
would only take in Lord Headley—that would he the
only one —Yes,

29. Taking the point at Killeenalonsha, and the
townland boundary then up to the roa]. and then
following the townland boundary again on to the wood
at Aghada Round Tower—would that be as you con-
sider the best boundary on the western side —Yes.

30. As far as you know, within the boundary that you
now suggest, are there any residents outside the town,
and in that bormdary, that as far as yon know would
object to the extension’—I believe there are two of
those vesidents at present here before you, Mr. Colts-
man, and Mr. O'Reardon.

31. The only ones you know of that would have auy
objection are Mr. Coltsman, and Mr, Q'Reardon—Yes.

32. Can you tell me how many electoral divisions
it will take in, the proposed two-mile boundary?— I
think it will be all in the electoral division of Killar-

KILLARNET.
Dee. 28,1878,

Mr. Henry
Doran.

ney, with the exception of a small portion of Muckross. -

33. One of the recommendations of the Select Com-
mittee of the House of Commons that we are desired

to follow, is to take care that towns shall as far asis

atallpracticablebe conterminous with electoral divisions,
therefore if there was only a very small bit, that would
come in of the electoral division of Muckross, I do not
think we could put that in. We wish to keep all the
town as much as possible within the electoral division
of Killarney %—VYes. There are parties who use the
town very much in the portion of the boundary that
would be in the Muckross electoral division, that is a
portion from which people use the town most largely
on account of the tourists frequenting the Lake Hotel.

34. There are other hotels also in the same loculity,
and it would be very easy to make lines that would
take in those other hotels if we think it right to go
outside the electoral division. How many hotels could
be brought in besides the Lake Hotel supposing you
went down to Muckross =—Two others.

35. Are there any other houses that could Le in-
cluded, because my recollection is that there are Lhouses
there 7—Nothing to speak of.

36. Ave those two hotels both on the same side of
the road?—They are adjoining each other, in fact
joined to each other.

37. Is there any boundary between them, and the
Muckross demesne wall —The public road divides
them.

38. Supposing you drew a line, bounding the road
on one side, and taking in those two hotels, or the
townland boundary on which they stand—how do you
think that would answer 1—They both stand on the
townland of Dromrourke.

39. Is that a large townland I—A very poor and
small one. The only thing in reference to the sugges-
tion you make is that it would almost stand like an
island, because you leave a lot on the Killarney side
that you do not tike in. The only reason you could
see, and that would be urged for Lringing in that
property is, that the people who go there Substantially
use the town much more than a good many people
who live in the town.

Mr. Saxuer Murray Hussey examined.

40. You are agent to Lord Kenmare here }—Yes.

41, And T believe about nine-tenths of the area
sought, to be added to the municipal boundary, is his
Lordship's property I—Yes.

49, And that would be taken in by the proposed

new boundary —Yes.
43. Do you approve of the proposed boundary,

taking in townlands as nearly as possible and with

o radius of two miles from the centre of the town!—

I do.

44. Would you be in favour of, as nearly as pos-
sible, following the townland boundaries for the muni-
cipal boundary as a rule -—Yes. e

45. Tord Kenmare would have no objection to

that =—No.

2 <)
- -

c
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MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES COMMISSION.

Mr. Daxnien Croxyy Cormsman examined.

46. The proposed boundary, would take in part of
your property -—It would ; the distance to my place

by road, either way is over two miles and a half to-

my house, and as the crow would fly it is o mile and
# half exactly, but that is going by the river boundary
which no man could pass, and my demesne runs oub
a long way, and a distant part of it is three miles and
a half from the town.

47, Do they propose to take in the whole of your
demesne —If they go by townlands they should do
it, and that is the reason I object, because I am three
miles from the town.

48. As far as yon are concerned, would you object
to the boundary going out to the proposed extent of
two miles, in your dirvection —1I would not object to
that ; but it is nearly three and a half miles by
by any road you take, to the distant part of m
demesne. ol

49. Taking it in all the other directions, you think
that that would be a fair boundary, following the
townlands as nearly as possiblet—Ves; I certainly
think that the Lake Hotel ought to be taken in, T
is only & mile from the town—an Irish mile, for the
distance has heen measured.

My, Fraxcis Hexny Dowring examined.

50. What is your opinion with regard to the pro-
posed boundary T think it is almost the unanimous
feeling of the town that the proposed two-mile boundary
would be a fair and equitable one.

51, And do you think the people to be taken in
would object to it?—1I do not think any person could
possibly object to it ; they may if they are to pay a
little of the rate ; but substantially everyone derives—

T mean those sought to be included within the boundary
as much benefit from the town as the townspeople do
themselves.

52, Do you think that the Lake Hotel should
be taken in notwithstanding the fact that it is in g
different electoral division —Yes, I do, because they
get twice as much benefit from the town as anyone
who lives in the town.

My, Epsmoxp CAREY examined.

53. You are one of the Town Cowmissioners —I
am.
54. The gentlemen who have been examined before
me up to the present all appear to think that an exten-
sion of the houndary to two miles would be enough?
—1I think that would be fair. T would like to go further,
but I think the two-mile extension would be very
fair. :

55, On this map before me it is proposed to go out
further?—Yes ; I was one of the persons who proposed
that.

56. Do you now still propose that—VYes, I do.

57. Why would you suggest that you should go that
distance out?—I would suggest it for the purpose of

relieving the ratepayers of the town, of getting an in-
crease to the rates, of getting more money, of conrse,
for the relief of the town, for the cleansing and lighti
of the town, and for the expenses which the Commis-
sioners have to go to for all these thi

58. There is no gentleman’s place, as I understand
it, except Lord Headley's, that would be taken in Ly
the immense extension of the boundary that you sug-
gest?—No; I think not. Lord Headley's place is not
more than two miles, I think.

59. Yesitis. Measureiton the Ordnance map, and
you will find that it will be over three miles —But T
was taking it from the nearest point of the town to
Lord Headley's.
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CASHEL.—11va MARCH, 1879,

Before Mr, Exmay, q.c.

Mr. CorNettus HANLEY, Agent for the Corporate property of Cashel, examined.

1. What is the area of the town at present *—About
350 acres.

2 What is the valuation of it 1—We don’t Lknow
the valuation in consequence of levying no rates.

3. Is it all in one electoral division ?—Yes; the
electoral division of Cashel.

4. When was the Towns Improvement Act adopted ?
—Tt was in 1855.

5. And I believe the Act was adopled for all pur-
poses1—Yes; the whole Act was adopted.

6. Do the Town Commissioners think it would Le
Jesirable to have any alteration in the boundaries?—
The Town Commissioners had a special meeting con-
vened for the purpose, and they unanimously agreed it
would be no benefit to the town to have any extension
of the municipal boundary.

7. Are there no villa residences at all outside tle
present municipal bonndary 2—Ouly very few.

8. Nor any gentlemen'’s places I—There is only one
outside within a radius of half a mile.

9. T believe the Commissioners manage the roads,
and that they take the contract from the Grand Jury
themselves —Yes ; that is only within the last four or
five years.

10. And they think no extension would be of any
l_::aneht. I—Yes; that is the prevailing opinion with the
Commissioners, and a good many of the townspeople
think it would be no benefit to the town.

11. You are not the urhau sanitary authority i—No ;
but we will be. The necessary proceedings have been
taken to have us made the urban sanitar authority.

12. That is you have applied to the iocnl Govern-
ment Board —Yes,

13. What is the population of Cashel -—At the last
census it was 4,562, but T think it has decreased since.
The staff'of the militia was taken away, which with men,
wonien, nnd children numbered about 100 ; so that the
population is about 4,500,

14. Would it be desirable for sanitary purposes to
take in any of the outlying districts, or do you prefer
to leave them with the rural sanitary authority i—I
don’t think it would be the least use 1o us. There iza
main sewer running in the middle part of the town, and
there is nothing to hiuder us from having an ontlet to
the river which is a couple of miles away.

15. Then neither the people inside nor the people
outside wish to have any extension?—I doo't know
about the people outside,

Mr. Jonx Davis WaITE examined,

16. You are one of the Town Commissioners?—
Yos.

17. You are living in the town?—Yes ; about forty-
seven yenrs. ‘T'he Chairman of the Commissioners would
be present but for a death in his family, but he deputed
me to speak for him.

18. Inyour opinion would it be desirable there shonld
be any alteration in the boundary $—DMy private opinion
is that for ulterior reasons there might be an extension,
but it is not the opinion of the townspeople. It is
possible if our boundary was enlarged we might get a
restoration of the franchise.

19. Butas far as the municipal maticrs are concerned,
you do think it is desirable, or do the Comnissioners
think there should be any increase or diminution in the
area -—No, except this. ~That there are two gentlemen
at present who have property in tle town who are
resident within six miles or so of Cashel, and on account
o_fnthat distance they are not qualified to become coun-
cillors.

20. You could not extend the boundaries six miles?
—NXNo; but if there was any remedy in a case like that.

21, You are about to get the management of the
sanitary matters’—VYes ; but it requires an Act of Par-
liament, 1 believe.

22. You have the management of the ronds at pre-
sent }—Yes,

23, You contract for the roads under the Grand Jury,
mud you are able to effect a saving—Yes; so I am
informed, and it is well done.

24, Would you thivk it desirable to go in for
getting the management of the roads entirely to your-
selves7—No ; because we get money from the county.

25. Have you considered at all with the view of in-
creasing the voting power the advisability of bringing
in the Commons lands —That was my idea ; my own
opiuion was that every man in the electoral division of
COashel ought to be within the bounds of the town—
everyone who is helping us to pay the rate. We are
paying very heavy poor rate in Cashel, and every man

is helping us ought to have the privileges we have.

26. How far.dues the clectoral division extend I—
It extends about three miles with o valuation of about
£11,000.

27. What is the poor rate in Cashel 7—It is 25 64
It is at present 2s. 4., but the avernge is Zs. 6d. It
has been 3s. 4., and in the bad times it was 10s 6d.
in the pound.

28. Then the whole electoral division helps yon I—
Yes ; the whole of the electoral division helps us, and
I think the electoral division has a right to some of
our privileges.

29. They have power to vote for the Poor Law
Guardians 7—But I think if our member was returned
to us, they should have a right to vote for the Parlia-
mentary representative. We are a very small con-
stitueney, and that is one of my reasons for it.

30. There are no wards here /—No. .

31. The ratepayers of the entire electoral division
elect the guardians?—Yes.

32. Then in that way both are represented on the
Poor Law Board?—Yes; town and country alike.
There are twenty-eight persons eligible to be Commis-
sioners, and there are eighteen Commissioners.

33. The only question is whether you would bave a
larger constitnency by extending the boundary, and
whether it is desirable to have it extended i —You would
get Mr. Byre of Hoar Abbey. M. Murphy has pro-

erty if he wishes to become a Commissioner, and Mr.

are, or whoever wonld be resideut in Deerpark, and
Mr. Ffrench the resident magistrate. Tiere are not
five honses within a mile of Cashel that are valued at
£12,

34, Is eve od hovse within the boandary at
present‘l—-Y;?; goon would not get three houses quali-
fied unless you went six miles out of the town.

35. You never bad a sanitary rate?+—No. .

36. Aund when yon become urban sanitary authority

ou will not have to strike a rate 1—No, we have too

much money.
The inquiry then closed

CASIEL.
Mar. 11, 1574,

Mr. Cornelins
Hanley.

John Davis

Wkite,
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MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES COMMISSION,

KILLINEY AND BALLYBRACK.—22xp APRIL, 1879,

Before Mr. C. P, CorToN, C.E.

Mr. Axprew O'BRriew, examined.

1. Mr. Corron.—You are the Town Clerk of Killiney
and Ballybrack 2—I am, )

2. How long have you filled that office-—Since
May 1872,

3. Killiney and Ballybrack are under the Towns
Improvement Act of 1854 %—Yes.

4. At what time was that Act adopted ?—In July
1866.

5. Was it adopted altogether or only in part 7—In
part, at that time. .

6. Was it afterwards adopted for water #—Yes, in
1870.  For water and lighting in 1870.

7. In 1874 your sanitary powers all went to the
guardians +—Yes; the guardians of the Rathdown
Union.

8. And in fact your work is now restrieted to light-
ing only 2—Yes, to the lighting only.

9, What is the population of the township —Acour-
ding to the last censns 2,290.

10. Do you know whether it is increasing or dimin-
ishing 2—1 cannot exactly say.

11. What is the area and valuvation of the town-
ship?—The area iz 1,006 acres, and the valuation,
£9,733 15s.

12. What is the number of Commissioners?—Twelve.

13, Tlow many of the householders in the township
are entitled to vote for Commissioners—do you know?
—1I don't exactly know.

14, Have you ever had an election at which youn

have had reason to know that?—We have had no op-

posed elections. )

15. Do you know how many would be qualified to
sit, if they were elected as Commissioners —1I do not
know.

16. Could you make out a return of that number
also —Yes, I could.

17. In the queries submitted to you from the office
of the Municipal Boundaries Commission, yon have
given o return of the rates.  You have had no rate sinee
1874 %-—No municipal rate since then.

18. And then a rate of 1s. 6d. in the pound was
struck }—Yes.

19. Will you give me the Poor Law rates in each
year—take 1874—the Poor Law rate in 18747—124.
in the pound.

20, What was it in 1875 2—13d. in the pound, witha
special sanitary rate of 8d., and a general or burial rate
of 1d. In 1876 the Poor Law rate was 134. in the pound,
with a special sanitary rate of 1s. 6d., and a burial rate
of 1d. In 1877 the Poor Law rate was 10//., and the
special sanitary rate 164., and there was in that year
no general rate. In 1878 the Poor Law rate was 114,
and the special sanitary rate 10d.

21. With regard to those special sanitary rates, can
you tell me what district they were struck on +—On the
township of Killiney and Bid}{y'bm.ck, which was taken
in with the contributory distriet marked on this map.

22. And it was the same contributory district each
year —Yes.

23. Can you deseribe that distriot, and cive the
names of the townlands —Yes, the names of the town-
lands are, Ballinclea (part of), Rocheshill (part of),

Rochestown (part of), Secalpwilliam (part o :
brack (part of), Kilboggett (part of),HSEtattsQ;:c:lB (ﬂyﬂ_
of), Killiney (part of),—those are all in the electon]
division of Killiney—Loughlinstown (part of), Loy hs
linstown (Commons), and §haugana (part of), and th%:a
last named are in the Rathmichael electoral divisign,

24. As these replies to the queries have been altereq
since they were sent to us, I may consider them
cancelled I—Certainly, yes.

25. The township of Killiney and Ballybrack extends
into two electoral divisions?—Yes, Killiney and Rag).
michael.

26. Do you know, at all, how far the boundaries of
the township are conterminons with those of ejther
electoral division 7—They are not conterminous at al] |
think. :

27. Do either of the electoral divisions extend ver
much beyond the boundary of the township+—They
do, very much.

28. Are they pretty equally divided, or is there
much more—say of the electoral division of Killiney in
the township than of the other %—I cannot exactly sy,

29. Yon don't know the boundaries of the electoral
divisions 2—TI do not.

30. They are not marked on the map ?—They are
not.

31. How is the township supplied with gas—do you
contract 2—1It is {from the Alliance and Gas Consumers
Company.

32. You have a yearly contract 7—7Yes.

33. How much do you pny per Jamp —They charge
at the rate of 5s. a thousand cubic feet.

34. You pay by meter ?—Yes, the same as ordinary
consumers, by meter.

35. Can you tell me what those special sanitary
ratzs in the different years were for?—They were
struck by the Poor Law Guardians, I dare say for the
purpose of carrying out the sanitary arrangements.

36. What were the special ones for—sewerage !—
No, for water.

37. How is the supply of water to the township
regulated now —The supply is taken from the Rath-
michael reservoir as formerly, and was paid for bya
water rate.

38. And that water rate was portion of this special
sanitary rate =—Yes.

39. How mnuch does the rnte amount tof—The
water rate that the Corporation charges is 4d. in the
pound on the valuation of the township. !

40, Well, as regards the rest—what does the special
sanitary rate come to #—I don’t exactly know.

41. Have the Commissioners ever considered, asa
body, the question of whether they would like to have
the powers and the control of the sanitary matters
vestored to them t—They have ; but at present they
have decided not to apply for the restoration of those
powers. '

42. Ts there any resolution on the minute book to
that effect 7—The question is only in abeyance pending
this inquiry. FE
- 43, The township has no debt eonnected with it at
present ?—None. :

Mr. Roserr WaRREN, .1, examined.

44. You are the chairman of the Commissioners of
the township of Killiney and Ballybrack —I am. I
wish at onece to say with reference to the reservoir
which Mr. O'Brien referred to in his evidence—he said
that we get our water from the Rathmichael reservoir.
I wish to mention, with o view to a further inquiry
whieh I have in my mind; and it is very important

that you should be aware that we are the only township
that gets water from the Rathmichael reservoir, and
we get it from that place on application to the Corvo-
ration, on the ground that it would be totaly
impossible for us to get it anywhere else, as on account
of the high levels of different places in the township
the reservoir commands a supply 340 feet above high-
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water mark, but in the highest portion of the township
here, the bigh level excludes them from the benefit of
the water supply, but we are able to supply the water
to almost all the otber portions of the township, and
any interference with that snppl'y would be very
inihrious to Killiney., My ol{servn.t.mns are now made
in reference to any attempt, in the future, at annexa-

0.
“045. T suppose you are aware that in reference to
Dalkey, it is stated to be the wish of the Commissioncrs
there to seek to include the whole of Killiuey and
Ballybrack within their townsbip, and, of course, if

ou like to give evidence mow, as to why that should
1ot be done, you are quite at liberty to do so; lut it
would be a question for you to consider whether it
would not be better for you to reserve any evidence
vou may have to give on that point, until the Dalkey
inquiry is held #—Well, sir, I am desirous of reserving
any evidence I may have to offer on that subject, until
a future time, a8 you suggest.

40, With regard to this extension, I understand it
is the wish of the Commissioners now, that there should
be no extension whatever '—They have passed a reso-
lution this day, to the effect, that there shall be no
alteration whatsoever in the existing boundaries of
Killiney and Ballybrack.

47. I cannot help telling you thut when I read the
answers to the querics you sent us, and looked at the
map, that I could not see auy reason for not taking in
a portion of Scalpwilliam. We are naturally looking
forward now, in defining the boundaries, to make them
as much townland boundaries as possible, and it strikes
me that that portion of Sealpwilliam to which I refer,
should be included within your boundary—but perbaps
you would not wish to say anything as regards that
now ?—1I lLad some objeetion to the original formation
of the township to that—as to not taking it in. I
objected as strenuously as I could, and I am of the
same opinion that it should be in Killiney. The reason
I put before my Lrother Commissioners for not seeking
for it now was, that it was so small, and that we would
be involved in litigation with Dalkey, consequent upon
our applying for it now, inasmuch as Dalkey is under
aspecial Act of Parliament. That is,under their portion,
and under their Act of Parliament, We are under the
Towns Improvement Act of 1854 We have taken
advantage of that lower road (referring to the map)
that divides that small portion there, and that is in the
parish of Dalkey, and I am not sure that the Grand
Jury would not oppose any seeking to have it placed
upon the Grand Jury accounts, and in the face of these
two oppositions, we thought it more prudent for the
present, seeing that Dalkey was looking for power to
aunex Killiney, not to take any steps, if you think it
right to recommend the annexation, Therefore, I have

199

some hesitation in pressing it on you ; but it wonld bex
matter of great benefit to two or three of us if it was
taken in, but we don't wish to go toany expense in the
matter. It is not only a townland boundary, but it is
also a parish boundary.

48. As we are on this subject—do you know also
whether it is the boundary of the electoral division? —
I think that is the electoral division of Killiney.

49. The boundary of it}—Yes,

50. Is the whole of that road in the Dalkey township ?
—The whole of it is in Dalkey. It is all repaired by
Dalkey. The Grand Jury repudiate any connexion
with it at all, and I think it is included within the
Dalkey Act, but I am not sureof it. The road ig kept
I very bad repair; that is one reasen why we are
anxious to have it under the Grand Jury again. We
bave no power, under the Act of 1854, over roads,

51. Do you know whether the Grand J half
of that ?—-{ don't know whether they do ormr‘:itfay

52, Up to the present the Commissioners have taken
ho steps to becomie an Urban Sanitary Authority 1—
'Not yet; but I have no doubt we will as soon as your
inquiry is over.

53. Supposing you became au Urban Sanitary
Authority, have you considered the question whether
you would wish to go further, and would wish to have
the control of the roads—to take u the control of the
roads from the Grand Jury, as if you were under a
special Act?—We have not actually come to any con-
clusion on the subject yet.

5+ You are aware, I suppose, that you can get the
power?—I am perfectly aware of that, and I think,
perbiaps, that opinion is divided upon it. I have ot
formed my own opinion on it yet, to tell you the
truth.

53, With reference to these queries, i it isa thing
that the Cowmissioners bave come to a unanimous
conclusion on the point, I may say, I suppose, that
the conclusion they bave arrived at is that they seel
for no alteration whatever?—Yes, they scek for no
alteration whatever.

56. That resolution was passed at a meeting of the
Commissioners—consisting of how many —=Seven, and
two absent, whose consent I have—Mr. Green and Mr.
Jameson. It is only Mr. Exham who is not present.

57. I had better place it on our nutes that the resa-
lution adopted by the Commissioners wishing to
include a portion of Scalpwilliam, and the Glebe house
and ground of Killiney Church, and the house
belonging to Captain Shuldham, and the portivn of
Sealpwilliam that lies in the township of Dalkey that
they wished to inclule—that that resolution was
reseinded by the one just referred to and passed to-
day 1—Yes, quite so.

Mr. O'Brien, Town Clerk, re-examined.

58. Have you the accounts—the expenditure and
receipts—for 1578 made up. I don’t want the items ;
I merely want the amount of the, expenditure and
receipts—what was the amount of the receipts?—
£205 18s. 6d.

59. What do those receipts come from ?—From—bal-
ance on foot of account, 15th of October, 1877, in
Treasarer's hands £47 5s. 9., froni balance in Clerk’s
hands £2 95. 8d., and from cash on deposit, £150.

60. That cash on deposit is cash that is the balance
:Ji_l' the former rate thaf was struck, I suppose 3—

es.

61. What was the expenditure in 1878 1—The total
expenditure was £108 13z 1d.

62. Leaving a balance of £97 2s. 5d. I—Yea

63. Has any rate been struck for 18791—No, sir.
The Commissioners have struck no rate since 15874

64. T presume a rate will be necessary in 1879 1—
Yes, it will.

65. Have you considered what it will be 7—A rate
of three pence in the pound will defray the expense of
lighting, and the other expenses attendant upon it in
the township at present.

The Rev, RoBeRT STAVELEY exawined,

66. I believe you wish to tender some evidence 1—
Yes. It was with regard to the sanitary arrungements
of Killiney and Ballybrack, I have, perhaps, made
myself a little officious on the subject occasionally, but
both in my personal capacity asa ratepayer and also
4sa clergyman I need not say the subject of sauitation

comes very much under my own eyeand I Lave very
grievous reason to complain of the way in which sani-
tary matters are carricd on under the Board of Guard-
jans. The Board of Guardians, you are aware are the
sanitary authority now and they are a very large body
and they bave a great deal to do indeed, and the resalt

Eriuver asp
BarvyerAck.

April 22, 1870,
Mr. Robert

Warren, n.r. - ©

Mr. «'DBriva,

Rev. Robert
Staveley.
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is that the sanitary work I have no hesitation insaying
isa mere farce in this neighbourhood. I have lately
written to one of the Guardians complaining of n nuisance
as I don’t think it appears to be the business of the

aid sanitary officers to attend to such communications.
E have a fear that the danger and disagreeableness
of the present state of thin%a will increase and my
belief is, that as long as the Board of Guardians are the
sanitary authority, I do not think we can loek for
decent sanitary supervision. They are too large a body
and they have too much to do.

67. You think it would be a benefit to the township
if theTown Commissioners were to resume thesanitary
authority?—TI am most decidedly of that opinion. Iam
of opinion that no one will bave any safety or comfort
in Killiney or Ballybrack until they resume their sani-
tary authority. I don’t know how they are todo it,
but it seems to me that if they could extend their
boundarieseo as perbaps to get in a greater area of
taxation and to make it more worth while levying a
rate—I think if that could be done it would be a source

- of great benefit, but as things are nt present, I have no
hesitation in saying that the Act is a perfect farce,
the way it is carried on.

68. As regards the boundary, do you think ihat
they have not a snfficient area of taxation to enable
them to take up the sanitary business if they beecame
an urban sanitary anthority *—1 speak with consider-
able hesitation on that point, but I have reason
to think that if they became the urban sanitary autho-
rity the taxation might press unduly upon the present
township of Ballybrack and Killiney, but I am not
quite sure on that point. I think, however, that our
area is at present rather limited considering that the
population is not numerous and that there are nosuch
places as there are in Dalkey such as streets and ter-
races—and bere we are a rather limited body.

MUNICIPAL BOUNDAKIES COMMISSION,

69. I may tell you as a matter of fact ¢
is very much larger than in most other ht,:;»nt:f,m
it is probably the largest in Ireland 1— Yas very li!l:sr
Lspeak, as T said before, with regard to the exger.”
of the boundary. There is another district that -
tributes to the so-called sanitary rate. Thereis a el
district that does not get any benefit now from t
water and yet it hasto pay for the water. I am uig:
at liberty to be corrected by Mr. Deane and My qwii
kinson who understand the matter much bettar ;hanf
do. But I do not understand why if there was ap ex
tension of the township it should in any way injure th
sani prospects.

70. Well, with reference to the extension of the
township—you think the township should be extendeq
for the purpose of bringing in more rates to enghls
the sanitary work to be carried out in a more sitis.
factory manner than at present, but you don’t knoy
whether they would have sufficient over the presen
area?—1 do not. X

T1. Because that would be at the foundation of the
question —Yes. My principal object is simply to
bring forward what I know to be facts and that is
as to the scandalous condition in which the aanitary
arrangements are at present.

72. In fact o far as it bears upon this present inquiry
your c?)inion is that it wounld be desirable in the inter.
ests of the towuship that the Commissioners should
become the sanitary authority again %—Ves, certaiuly,

73. And as a matter of course they would do their
business if they undertook it —Yes, they would. They
are all on the spot, they would have a narrower area
to look after than the Board of Guardians, and they
have a strong personal interest in the matter.

74. You are not prepared to point out any other
ground of complaint ?—I am not.

Mr, Georee WrLEINSON examined.

75. You are o Town Commissioner of Killiney and
Ballybrack? --I am. I wish to remark that with
reference to what Mr. Staveley has said as to the exten-
sion of the township, that I think it would be a mis-
take with regard to the matter of our finances.

76. For you to take in any extension 7—VYes.

77. To expand the boundary all round ?—TYes, what
Mr. Staveley ullndes to is this. At present there are two
portions that join us—that are made into a sanitary
distriet with us. They pay, perhaps with a great deal
of injustice, a water rate, and get no benefit for it, but
if they were brought in and made part of our townehip,
we would have a very small valeation for a very large
area, we would incur a large cost to supply the water-
works to them which they would be entitled 1o, and we
would be put to great expense.

78. I don’t know why they should be more entitled
than now, as they are paying in a contributory district?
—But they get no water.

79. Would they be more entitled if they became in-
cluded in the township #—Yes ; the Board of Guardians
levy a sanitary rate only, and-not a township rate.

80. You only receive water as a sanitary district 1—
We get it by contract—Dby special contract with the
Corporation for which we pay 4d. in the pound overade-
fined aren, and we cannot go outside that without break-
ing the contract, We have had a great deal of difficulty
in supplying the clergyman’s house at Ballybrack.

81. Youdon't think it would strengthen the authority
and powers of the Commissioners if they bad ineluded
within the township this sanitary distriet I—It would
saddle us with increased cost without a more efficient
coutrol, T think.

82. What is the valuation of that additional sunitary
district +—£1,376—that is, the district outside our
union formed into a sanitary district.

Mr, T. N. Deane examined,

83. You are one of the Town Commissioners of
Killiney and Ballybraelk —1I am.

84. What are your views with regard to any exten-
sion of the boundary of yeunr township ?—T don't wish
to say anything as lo what has been bronght forward
very properly by Mr. Staveley, but I wholly concur with
Mr. Wilkinson that any extension of the township to
those lands where the valuation is £1,376 would be
extremely prejudicial to us, At the same time I am
one of those that have felt very strongly that the bring-
ing the sanitary powers into our hands is 2 most impor-

tant and desirable thing, and we should not lose any
time in doing all we can to get those powers restored
to us. There has been a Committee of the Commis-
siouers formed with a view of seeing what can be done,
and I think we are rather holding our hands and wait-
ing to see what the result of this Municipal Boundaries
Commission will be.

85. The resnlt of this Commission as regards any
question affecting Dalkey 7—Yes, or any question as
ﬂ}[,I:cCting an extension or alteration of our own fown-
ship.
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The Rev. Mavrice Dax examined,

2. You are a resident of the township, I think 2—
I am not, and that is what T wish to speak about. My
residence is immediately adjoining the township, and I
am in this peculiar position that Iam taxed for the
water rate by the Poor Law Guardians, and at the same
time not being actually within the township though the
road which adjoins my house is the boundary of the
township, and the water which supplies the township
runs along that road in the water main. Consequently,
as I say f!m\‘e to pay the water rute being in the con-
tributory townland just the same as a gentleman in the
township, and at the same time not being in the town-
chip, I could not get the privilege of obtaining water
from the Town Commissioners—they had no power to
sive it to me. I would be most desirous of laving my
:hurch and bhouse included within the boundary, and
also if you thought it desirable another house Lelonging
to Oaptain Shuldbam, and that gentleman is away at

resent, or he would be here to state his own case.

87, I chall be glad to receive any suggestion from
him?—Yes ; it would be only including a small dis-
trict—thirty or forty yards—on either side of the road,
for a short distance. At present the Corporation of
Dublin have very kindly given me a special grant and
permission to use the water of the public wain that
runs alongside my house. and T have to pay extra for
that, which I am quite willing to do, but I have to pay
for water twice over. I pay 4d. in the pound for the
use of the Corporation main, and ——

88. And you pay the special sanitary rate at the
same time, and to the same amount in the towuship —
Yes.

89. Are you in a position to say what is the feeling
of your neighbours in that direction 1—The only neigh-
bour not in the township in my direction is Captain

::Ieu!']hrng}’ :ecauﬁe the others on either side of the road
leluded in the townsli it i
i o out.side?smp’ and it is only my honse
0. It is voly on the water
desire an extension 1—1I
benefit of the gas also.
91. Does not the gas go out as far as your residence ?
—Not; not quite as far as my house, althougl it ought to
Zo to my church. We are not alle to light the church
with gas at present which is a great disadvantage, and
the people coming to the chureh on winter ei'enings
are put to great inconvenience in consequence of havinz
a dark road to go along there. -
92. Can you not get the gas by agreement I—I have
been trying to make arrangements with the ga3 com-
pany, and I hope they will ultimately grant the con-
venience fo us, a8 soon as we get the householders to
f&t: it into their houses, but they cannot light the road.
t is only a question of expense uot ome of power. I
think it is a great inconvenience being just practically
in the township and yet not within it. [t costs me
£4 a year in addition to what I pay for the sanitary
rate, and T am just alongside the bound- of the town-
ship. 1 do not want in anywise to ask for what vou
might eall o large extension of the township, but only
to include my house and the church, and the residence
of Mr. Shuldham, if you think it desirable. The town-
ship does nat go at present according to the boundaries
of the townlands, and the reason my louse was not
inelnded in the boundaries is, hecanse it is just outside
the boundary of the Ballybrack townland, and curiously
enough in a short distance the township takes in part
of the townland of Loughlinstown in which my house
and church are sitvated. and yet it leaves out that little
corner (pointing to the map).

question that you would
would be glad to have the

Mr. J. R. Garsrry, J.I', examined.

93. You are one of the Town Commissioners of
Killiney #—Yes.

94. Upon what point do you wish to give evidence?
—1I wisli to point out in respect of Mr. Day's statement,
as he must be aware that the Commissioners have with-
drawn their application for the additions

95. The Commissioners have come to the conclusion
that they will not seek for any alteration of the town-
ship?—The Town Commissicners, as a body, had
passed a resolution, asking the Municipal Boundary
Commissioners to recommend—in fact to carry out Mr.
Day's views ; but they have thought it desirable to
withdraw that resolution. But what I wish to point
out is in reference to the two reasons Mr., Warren gives
—namely, the special Act relating to Dalkey, and the
fact of the road heing in Dalkey. The case of Leing
differently constituted as regards the township and the
county would not affect Mr. Day's case; there would
not be more ditficulty.

96. The objection of the Commissioners did not hold

against what he desires?—Yes. T do not want to go
into the ease of Dalkey until it is wiswl, but it should,
I think, appear on the notes in some form, in the most
general shape. that there is a most decided oljection to
any extension or to anything that would extend Dalkey,
8o as to include the township of Killivey and Ballybrack.
I have the resolution of the Commissioners Lere before
me, in which it states that they would represent as
strongly as possible the iujustice and inexpediency of
any such change. It woull be most unpopular in this
distriet and most injurions to it. The Dalkey rutes
are now at their maximuom, and the management of the
roads in that township is, and long has been, inellicient.
The source of supply from which this township receives
its water—the reservoir at Rathmiclmael is not sutficient
for the requirements of Killiney, and if used for an out-
lying district the result would be that the places on the
Lill now supplied with water would be deprived of it.
I du not wish to say more than that, but just so far te
anticipate any claim made by Dalkey.

The Rev. Mr. STAVELEY re-examined.

97. I think it is a matter of vital importance to the
ueighbourhood, and, as 1 think, at this inquiry the
representatives of Killiney and Ballybrack are present.
and as a good many of us would not be able to be present
at the Dalkey inguiry, I think it right to say that cer-
tainly I, for one, would strongly reprobate the amalga-
mation of the township of Killiney and Ballybrack

with Dalkey altogether. I can apswer for the mis-
management of the Dalkey affairs, and I should be
very sorry personally to have anything to say to
Dalkey. Let Dalkey manage its own affairs, anid 1
think that Killiney and Ballybrack would do very weli
by themselves. I think it would be fatalto the interes:s
of the Killiney township, such aun amalgamation.

The Rev. Hexey Perervat examined.

98. You wish to give some evidence as to the water
snpply 7—Yes ; us regards the matter of the water
supply, and concerning the glebe house, it would be a
great personal consideration to the clergyman having
an increment, however small, on his taxes, and £4
would be an enormous tax upon a clergyman, so much
of this district is in that parish.

99. You think it would be very desirable that the

portion consisting of the glebe and house of Mr. Day
should be taken into the township?—I think for that
reason they should, assuming that the people <_>f that
district ave in that parish. The division is I think, as
well as I know, abeut the road mear to my house—I
think one looking forward ought to think of that—
both that and the cost of lightiny the ehureh.
The inquiry then terminated. s B

EiLeisey anp
BALLYBRACE.

dpril 22, 1879.

Rev. Maurice
Dasy.

MrJ R
Garstin.

Rev. Mr.

Stavels

Rev. ilonry

Percival,
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MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES COMMISSION.

THURLES.—MARCH 13rm, 1879,
Before Mr. C. P. ConON, C.E.

Mr. Joux BErcry examined.

1. How long have you been Town Clerk of Thurles?
—Since 1861.

9. Tharles is under the Towns Improvement Act
of 1854 1Tt is.

3. When was it put under that Act?—On the 19th
March, 1861.

4. That is when you were appointed clerk 1—Yes.

5. Was the town under any previous Act!—No.

6. How many Commissioners are appointed under
that Act 7—Twelve. .

7. That map which you produce contains the
boundaries of the towni—Yes, we got that (map
produced) at the time, and we have also a newspaper
with the details of the boundary. o

8. The description of the boundary is in the
Gazette —Tho Gazette dues not describe the bonndary,
it only contains the order giving the Commissioners a
standing. s

9. It must bave been deseribed in a previous
Gazette '—I saw this newspaper (produced) at the

time, and, as it contained a description of the
boundaries, I preserved it since.

10. Have you not got on the minutes of the first
meeting of the Commissioners a description of the
boundaries —No.

11. Was that map furnished to you by the Valuation
Office in Dublin ¥—VYes.

12. You received queries from our office I—VYes,

13. And you filled up the replies—Yes.

1+ What is the population of Thurles; you say
about 5,000 7—5,008 is the population.

15. Has the population decreased since that census
was taken i—1It las incrensed since,

16. The arca of the town you have not given in
your replies %—I did not know it at the time. I coulid
enly take it from the map.

17. What is the area given at the end of the rate
book #—1,258 acres 3 roods 33 perches.

18. That is the aren of the town —7Yes.

19. Aand what is the present valuation +—£5,965 7s,

20. In what electoral division is Thurles?¥—In
Thurles,

21. The Commissioners don't wish for any alteration ?
—No.

22, Has the subject been considered by them, as a
body, at a regular meoting?—VYes, it was last week.
They were tnﬁking over it, and I showed them the
circular, and told them they should make up their
minds if they wanted any change, and they considered
the present boundary satisfactory.

23. Was that that there should be no alteration, and
was that recorded by a regular resolution!—Not a
regular resolution, but it was the opinion of the
meeting.

24. The opinion of the majority 2—Ves, of all who
were liere—five or six,

25. How mauy attended that meeting 1—Six.

26. There were six present, and their opinion was
ii_hat there should be no alteration of the boundary 1—

es.

27. Do you happen to know the opiuion of those
who were not here =—No, but they were invited here.

28. Purposely to discuss that question 7—Yes, aud
I never heard anything to the contrary.

29. But there was no formal resolution 7—No formal
regolution.

30. The bLoundary extends about three-quarters of a
niile from the town in every direction ---It does.

31. That is from the centre of the town ?-—Yes,

32 Do you know the statistics of the electoral
division of Thurles—its size and valuation 7—I don’t
koow it.

33. What are the receipts of the township and the
sources of income?!—This year there was £234 for
town rates at ls. ; last year it was 104, in the pound,

bgl;)t:sit is likely to be kept up at ls., :vhich would girg

34. What other sources of income are thers]—yy,
lave the fines which, at the average of the Jast f, :
" : ur

years, are £50.

35. And the dog tax is how much —TIt is £13 5,

30. Have you any property 1—No.

37. What was the expenditure in 1878 f—TFor (e
year ending 30th April, 1878, the tofal expenditure
was £373, but there is something to come off gl
because we had some flagging for which we are tg by
allowed £45 Ly the county. There is flagging anq
paving £72 5s.. but that is larger than it should
for the county gives us £45 for that, which will leays
about £230.

38. That is the normal expenditure?—Yes. Tl
average expenditure is about the amount of the rates,

39. Then wo will take the average cxpenditure 1
Le £275 a year 7—Yes,

40, The rate in 1874 you bave given as ls. 1—Yes
Lelieve so.

41, And in 1875 what was it 1—It was 104,

49, And in 1876 9—Up to the 15th April, 1877, it
was 10d. ; April, 1878, and up to April, 1879, (this
present year) ls.

43. Can you give me Lhe poor rates and the county
cess for the same years 7—The county cess, I believe,
avernged 1s Oc. in the pound for the maintenance of
the roads,

44. What ycar was that for 7—Taking it for the
last three years.

45. You can’t give it for cach year ?—DNo, I luve
not got it.

48, Ilave you got the poor rates —No.

47, You did not fill np the rates column 3—Na.,

4%, Was the Act adopted entirely or only in parti
—In part ; they did not adopt the water clavses.

49, Iow is the town lighted I—With gas.

50. By a compuny 1—No, a private individual.

51. The works doun't belong to the Commissioners?
—No,

52. You contract with the owner —VYes, we contract
with Lim for the lighting of the street lamps. )

53, What do you pay him3—£3 ecach for thirty-
four Jamps for cight months in tho yéar.

54, What do you bargain for in the way of time for
light 2—From dark until two o'clock for eight months.

55. And do you except it on moonlight nightsi—
Yes, but during the time of the moonlight if it becomes
dark he mast light the lamps.

56. How is the town supplied with water I—There
are plenty of pumps and wells.

57. And good water }—7Yes, good water.

58. There are no complaints abont the wateri—
There are some complaints, but arising partly from
neglect of the people themselves. )

59. How is the town off in the matter of drainage
and sewage —Well, it is very well off at present.
have kept as good an account as I could forsome years
past, and I find the Commissioners have laid out about
£1,100 in opening new sewers and repairing old ones.

60. That was before the Guardians Locame the
Sanitary Authority %—Yes, and they do not bestow
so much attention on it. ) !

61. Is the town supposed to be us well lighted as 1t
is required to be —Well, indeed it is. o

62. Tlers are no complaints about the lighting—
No; sometimes there are complaints that the lighting
is not as good s it shonld be, but it 1s enerally
improved when we look after it. On the whole it 13
very well lighted. -

63. How many qualified voters are there in th?
township 7—I could not immediately sny- 14

64. Approximately how many are therei—I cou
not say. We had no contests here for fifteen years,
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and, therefore, my attention was not called to the
pnmber. . .

5. How many are there in the town qualified to
act as Commissioners 3—1I suppose there would be from
thirty to forty qualified to gih.

—6. Have the Commissioners ever considered the
Thestion of becoming the Urban Sanitary Authority
and taking up the sanitary works from the Guardians
again +—Well ges, they petitioned for it last week ;
they considered whether the shilling rate would be
able to keep the town in order, should they get rid of
the penny that is added to the poor rates for that

u 28,

E El':'o Then their memorial is before the Loeal Govern-
ment Board now 1—Yes.

68. Have the Commissioners ever considered whether
when they become the Urban Authcrit{ (supposing
they do) they would also take up the charge of the
roads from the Grand Jury %—No, there is a good deal
of talk about that latterly as some of the Commissioners
are very much inclined to take them up. There is a
road by the river which has become a nuisance—ihe
road from the Castle round bf' the Mall—and the
county surveyor seems to be able to do what he likes,
and in five years this road was once with a contractor
but there was a limit of a shillimga perch and of course
no one would take it up for that and he did not trouble
himself for the five yeurs.

69. How much does the town pay to the Grand
Jury 4—£526.

70. Is it the opinion of the Commissioners they get
a fair return from the Grand Jury for the money they
contribute 7—1It is the opinion of the Commissioners
they do mot, and the way the roads are attended to is
rather unsatisfactory. The contractor tnkes as much
out of them as he can aund one road wns neglecied
altogether for five years and now it is impassable.

71. Has application lLeen made at presentment
sessions or elsewhere for works which have been re-
fused 7—Only for flagging the footways. It is very
hard to drag anything out of them,

203

_ 72. You say the Commissioners have been consider-
ing the question of taking up these works P— Yes.

73. But they have come to no resolution abont it?

—No, they could not see their way, They wero talk-
ing about it and DMr. Coreoran said he would make
inquiry about the matter.
. 74 But if they saw they could financially work
it they would desire to have charge of these works?
—Yes, they consider they would Leep the town in
better trim.

73. Being on the spot and having an interest in
looking after it%—Yes, and I don't think it would re-
quire so much to do it, if we were in a position once to
take charge of it.

T6. Ave you aware of the feeling of the people around
the town. I don’t suppose any of those living aroand
would wish to be included in the town I—I don’t think
they would, there would not be much advantage. It
is generally land you would get and there would not
be any residences added worth while. It is chiefly
small farmers who would be brought in and it would
not be worth while.

77. There is only one-fourth charged on land for
improvement purposes ?—Yes, and when you go further
out into the country there is nothing but land.

T8. Supposing that there was an extension of half a
mile sny around the present boundary would it take
in any gentlemen’s places %—Well it would take in
Turtulla House.

79. Half a mile extension would take in Turtulla
House, are there any others it would take inj—I
don’t think there are any more. Our present bounds
takes in the glebe and all from that part up, it takes
in the poor house and the railways

80. Half a mile extension all round your present
boundary would take in no gentlemen's residences
except Turtulla House ?—No.

81. Then it would not add to any extent to the
number of people qualified to be Commissioner +—I
believe not much and they would not come in and
would not be present.

Mr. MicpArn CorcoBAN examined.

82. Youare Chairman of the Town Commissioners?
—Yes, sir. )

83. How long have you been sol—Abont six
months,

84, Have you been long a Commissioner i—For
nine.years.

85, The feeling of the Board as far as you know it
is upanimous ggainst having any alterstion in the
boundary of the town —VYes. :

86. Bither by increasing or decreasing it }—Yes.

87. You were not in the body when they were
formed 1—No, I was not. )

88. Do you know the opinion of any of the imme-
diate outsiders—whether they wish to be brought in or
not —No, I do not. y

89, With regard to becoming the sanitary authority
you have made application so that you are anxioue to
get it 1—Yes, we think it would be better vested in
ourselves, the only difference is that we of course only
have power over the bye streets and lanes while the
public streets are kept in a very bad and dirty state.

90. What works bhave the Guardians done of late
years since they became the sanitary anthority n
1874 1—They have done nothing except a few pumps
they have looked after.

91. Do you happen to know how much of the poor
rate of lg'TB was for sanitary purposes ifany }—A
peony was charged extra on us.

92. That was for sanitary purposes ?—Yes.

93. What district was that charged on !—On the
township.

94. c}:'l the township only?—-I believe so.

95. Have you ever asked the Guardians to do work
which they have declined to do}—We have.

96. What kind of work }—Several nuisances that
turned np round the locality. We applied to. the

Local Goverment Board first and the application
was sent to the Board of Guardians, and they passed
the matter over und gave us little or no satisfaction,
and we also applied in reference to some nnisance that
existed in the river and sume that were smelling badly
round the town and they did not look after them.

97. These are matters which you think you would
bave looked after if you were the sanitary authority?
—Yes. g

98. Do you consider that if you got the care of the
town yourselves you would be able to do it with the
shilling rate }—I think we would. We would be sure
to do it better than they do it now.

99. You do not consider you want any f:xtension of
the municipality for the purpose of increasing the rates
for gauitary parposes I—Some of the sewers are in very
bad order, and 1 think it would take something to put
them into proper order again.

100. Suppose you became the sanitary authority,
liow do you propose to get the money for that purpose !
—I don't think we would require n great deal more
than we have for that. Y

101. OF course that will be a question to be examined
into when your memorial is being considered t—VYes;
we did it always when we had the smitary work in
our own hands with the present rate. '

102. Did you do more while you were the sanitary
authority than the guardians have done since 1874%—
(ertainly ; a great deal. Wehave plent, of sewerage
if it was kept clean. It is the opinion of the Commis-
sioners or a good many of them discussing the patter
over here, and of a good many of the public round the
town, that if we had a separation from the county
altogether it would be better for ourselves secing that

i vl rer £330
we paid the county sach an amuunt 3.3.‘0‘111'-; 300 a

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit

TaURLES.
Mar, 13, 1872,

Jehin Bergin,

Michael
Corceran.



THURLES,
Mar. 13, 1879,

Michael
Corcoran.

204

year, and that really we don’t get more than £200 a
year out of them.

103. You consider that if yon gut. the same amount
of woney into your hands as the county draw from the
town, you conld keep the town and all the roads in
better order?—Yes; and with a great saving in the
rates to ourselves, about half the amount would do, and
I have calenlated it. ]

104. Have you goue into figures on the subject?—I
have caleulated the amouut received by the contractors
round the town, and I find the average cost would not
be more than half what they are receiving—that is
about £250 or £240, e

105. 1 suppose there are several road contracts within
the boundary =—Ounly three altogether.

106. Do you remember the names ol the contractors !
—James Hayes is one.

107. Which road has Mr. Hayes charge of t—The
Main-street and the principal roads in the town. Mr.
Alcock has another contract, he is deputy sarveyor
under the county, and there is no contractor but himsolf
on the Tartulla-road.

108. Has he only that road I—Ife has got some other
bye-roads,

109. Who is the third contractor’—James Harney.

110. He has the Johnstown road —7VYes,

111. You think that if you get all the connty cess
ou would be wble to keep the roads muel better 1—
[es.

112. You make due provision forastaff of overlookers
and . town surveyors?—Yes; I am certain the town
would be kept in far better order if it was vested in the
town itself.

113. But the Commissioners have come tu no regular
resolntion on the subject '—Yes ; they did. There are
five or six of the Commissioners [ have been speaking
to, we hid a public chat over the matter, aml they did
not all understand it, and did not believe we could get
a separation, but it seems from the inquiries yon have
lieen making that applications of that kind bave been
made, and I think it would be better we should apply.
A good many of the Commissioners agree with me.

114, TIs there anything elee yon would like to add
respecting the subject of this inquiry T—At (he present
time we are expending a lot of our own rates on county
works.

115. That is flagging —No, not exactly, but keeping
some of the wall and public walks round the town.
We go out as far as Turtulla-bridge, and that belongs
to the county, and up towards the railway we put on
gravel on the parts that belong to the county. In fact
we are expending our private money on the county

works. There is a contract up to the Pike-road, but-

so neglectful are they that the Commissioners have been
obliged to spend money on it, and the same way with
the Turtnlli-road. We are obliged to spend money
there too.

117. I see that the township of Thurles with the
exception of one or two places consists of whole town-
lands, would there be any objection to throwing in the
rest of these townlands that are not at present wholly
included so as to make it a township of complete town-
lands 1—I could not answer that. We have not made
any inquiries about that.

L18. There is no particular local objection to taking
in the rest of the townland near Turtulla, for instance
—I know at the time the boundaries were being made
in order to avoid a great deal of trouble,and to obviate
any difficolty in carrying on the township measure
thalj:rl ;efl:r (l]:utt. some I:]wple who brenlly should be ineluded.

. LThat was done fo obviate any tr
the measure —Yes. ' Beviis shous

120. Would there be any working difficulty in havin
the remnants of these townlands thrown in—No %
don’t think there could be, i

MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES COMMISSION.

121. Mr. Bergin (Town Clevk).—Th
confined the hOUlld!l(l:}’ so much t)hen wﬁs :ﬁ'ﬂi:ihe
position. The opposttion of those exeluded wouldul,e
to the taxation connected with it. Most of the troyly]
caume from outsiders who hold bits of land, Th =
people came in and said *“ We wont Le liable to tamiese
or otherwise, do what you like with the town, but dnﬂ'n
bring us under taxation,” and the ery was If’}'ou briunf
us in we will always be taxed.” ~ g

122, Take that townland opposite Turtalla Liouse
portion is included in the present townehip, bu mor;
than half is outside the township. Is thereany objectiup
of a local nature to putting the whole of that townlan]
into the township 1—Except what objection the persons
in occupation would give. I am sure they would pot
consent.

123. But there is no other objection —No ; T think
not.

124. T'o Witness—Do all these people derive cop.
siderable benefit from being so close to the township,
for murkets and schools for their children, and so on I
Yes.

125. How far do you think does that advuntage ¢x-
tend into u country like this%—I thivk it would be
little or no advantage to us.

126. But the people within a certain distance of the
town derive advantage from the markets and sehools
in the town, and so on +—They deriveadvantages within
two miles, great advantages.

127. Aud the land Jets at a higher rate on account of
being so close to the town %—Much higher, it would go
once and a half the value it is outside that distance,

128, Have you anything to ndd —No, escept that,
I agree with all that has been suid with regard to the
town.

129. You told me that the railway and other buillings
were increasing very much?—Yos.

130. Would there be any chance of the railway
building on property beyond the present townshipl—
No I think not. The new railway will come in by the
side of the present workshop.

131. Then there is no chance of any of the new
buildings extending in any direction beyond the present
town %—1I think not. The only thing I was going to
add was, that if we conld compel the connty todo the
work required for the benefit of the town, as they
receive such a sum from it.

132. You would rather not have the authority if you
could comypel them to do the work =—Yes; at the present
time, when we are putting in presentments we don’t
get any adequate amount. There are often complaints
about the rates in the town. There is only one well in
the town, and that would be in a very bad state,
although it is supplying the whole of the town. The
wells in the other parts of the town are very bad, and the
water is bad, so that there is not a good drop of water
in the town, except in the one well I refer Lo.

133. Where is that well }—In Quarry-street.

134. That is removed a long way from the centre of
the town ?—Yes ; I have to keep an animal purposely
to earry water to my house from that well.

135. Do the people get drinking water from the river
at all -—The water of the river has been analysed by
a gentleman in Cork, Mr. O'Keeffe. It has been
analysed for the convent, and they have been gelting
up some works to enable them to use it as it is far
better then any other public water in the town. ;

136. Have any waterworks ever been projectec
here I-—No ; never, y

137. Is it dueto the fanlt of the Board of Guardians,
that the other pumps are not kept in good order -1t
is, that is one of the faults, but I really think the \m_h’-l"
is bad in any case, althongh we have a plentift

supply.
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Mr. Benery, (Town Clerk) re-examined.

138. The pump in the street is not good for drinking
purposes ?;ﬁ is not sweet enongl, there is no lift so
that the water runs back always.
139, It is the duty of the guardians to keep these
umps in order %—Yes. I have searched the rate-book,
and I find the number of qualified votersis 20 L.
140. How many are 3ua.liﬁed to sit as Commissionars,
if the chose to be candidates for the office I—Abous
thirtv. T look to their intelligence as much as any-

thing clse, for there are some who are qualified an(
who wonld not be fit to act.

141. Does the twelve Commissioners include the
Chairman?—VYes, but the number in Mr, O'Brien’s
report, namely, eleven, might be in consequence of a
vacancy. There are about seventy occupiers who
would be entitled to act as Commissioners, of which
number about thirty or forty could aet as Commis-
sloners.

Mr. TrOMAS Evesron examined.

142, You are one of the Commissioners of the town 1
—Yes.

143. How ]on% have you been a Commissioner—
About nine months,

144, You agree with the vther Commissioners, that
no alteration is needed in the present township bound-
aries of Thurles I—7Yes,

145. You also agree that it would be desirable to get
:]his sapitary power?—Ves, Iam quite satisfied with

1at.

146. Have youn anything further to add —No, except
that I quite agree with every thing that has Leen’said
with regard to the town,

The inquiry terminated,

ARDEE.—14mn MAY, 1s79.
Before Mr. C. P. CorroNn, C.E.

Mr, Persr Hioray examined.

1. You are Chairman of the Ardee Town Commis-
sioners 1—Yes, sir.

2. For how long have you held that post —This is
the second year of the second term. ]P was chairman
from 1855 to 1857 on the first oceasion, and from 1876
to the present year,

3. Yon were a Commissioner for a number of years?
—For thirty-six years. We were first under the 9th
of George IV.

4. At present the town is under the Towns Improve-
went Act of 1854 1—Ves.

5. When was it placed under that Aet i—In Febrnary,
1855.

6. Previous to that it was under the 9th of George
IV ?%—VYes.

7. How many Commissioners are there I—-Nine under
the Towns Improvement Act. The number under the
Jth George IV, was fifteen.

8. The Town Olerk has returned the population at
2,9721—That is correct.

9. What is the area of the town 1— 1,158 acres.

10. And the valuation 1—£3,078.

11. The Town Clerk has given it at £4,0401—I
think that is right.

12. The town is not divided into wards?—No.

13. It is altogether in the electoral division of Ardee?
—Yes.

I4. Are you acquainted with the electoral division
boundary +-T could not describo ir.

15. You could not tell me Low far the electoral
division extends from the centre of the town 1—I could
not. I should say it would average three miles from
the centre of thetown. I was chairman of the Com-
missioners in 1856, when they considered the question
of extending the boundaries. ~ The old boundaries were
very circumseribed, and they then momorialed the
Lord Lieutenant, Lord St. Germang, 1 think, for an
extension. They wished a very large extemsion in
1856, and they got the present boundary then. That
was in 1856 or 1857 ; but they asked for a far larger
extension than the present boundary, which is markfd
red on the map, and which was fixed by Lord St.
Germans in 1857, They asked for the boundary
warked in black on that map (produced).

16. That was a circle of about a mile and a half 84—

es. ' .
17. In 1857 the Commissioners applied for an ex-
tension of the boundary by a mile and a half, and they
gotan extension up to the present boundary 3—Yes;
the old boundary was very circumacribed.

18. On what ground, do you remember, did they ask

for the extension at that time I—Whatever it was it is
here (produces book). It says here in the memorial:—

" That the boundaries of the borough being so very
limited, as containel in the memorial to your .Excellency
this time twelve months, memorialists were obliged to lay
on the higlest rate of 1s in the pound to meet the
expenses of providing a water supply.”

19. The income was not suflicient and they asked
for an extension in order tv get a larger sum 2 Yes.

20. They applied in 1837 for an extension, on the
ground that they had not mouey enough to carry out
the Commission 7—Yes,

21. And then the present boundary was fixed }—
Yes.

22. Do the Commissioners now wish for any further
extension -—Well, I think so.

23. Has the question been regularly brought before
any meetings of the Commissioners?—1I think so.

24. Do you remember any meeting at which it was
brought forward —I do not remember a meeting at
which it was brought forward and regularly diseussed.

25. Who authorized the Town Clerk to fill up the
replies to our queries, for be says they wish the area
extended in ox“zler to get their presenc ucome inereased ¢
—We were just talking of it at the meeting, and he
was instructed by the Commissioners to fill up the
replies. ;

26. From your knowledge of the Bo.a.rd as chairman,
what do you think is the general feelm.g of the 09111-
missioners }—I think the general feeling is for extension.

2%. In ag,yiug that have you any particular extension
in view; you have an area at present—an area of

1,500 acres —Well, no ; I merely fixed this boundary

as it was in the memorial a good many years ago.
28. Would you propose as an extension the one
applied for in 1857 #—I thiuk it would be rather

lsrgse: Do you think yourself it would e advisable to
adopt it as the boundury 1—1It looks very large, and I
think it wounld be much better to lix upon some distance
from the court house. [ confess the boundary then
proposed looks on the large side. -

30. Then you have no definite idea of what the ex-
tension should be when you propose extension, except

is something wanted I—Yes.
th?lfheﬂr:v:sfnr does Itlhgs'town extend from the centre ?
—1It is more than half a mile to the north side.

32. If the boundary was extended half a mile all
reand would it take in much property that is not agri-
cultural land —No. I think the present boundary is
half a mile or more.

TEUALEs
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33. But if the boundary was extended half a mile,
a mile beyond the present boundary, would that take
in much land that is agricultural and many gentlemen’s
residences ?— No ; not many.

34. Have you any idea how many voters there are
in Ardee qualified tobe Town Commissioners?—Seventy-
our I think, )

35. Have you any idea how many are qualified to
sit if they were elected Commissioners—There are
seventy qualified to sit. ) )

36. Surely all the voters are not qualified to sit?—
I was surprised to see it. .

37. Then there are seventy-four entitled to vote f—

Tes.

38. Of those how many are qualified to sit at the
Board —Seventy qualified. The number rated at £12
and upwards is seventy ; the number rated at £4 and
under twelve ia seventy-four. ]

39. That is, 144 qualified to vote, and seventy to sit
as Commissioners 7—Yes. .

40. Can you tell me, snppose there was an extension
of half a mile all round the present boundary, would it
add many to the voters who are rated over £47—I
don’t think it would. I don't think it would change
the numbers much.

41. It would not add many?—No.

42. Then the land about must be all agricultural 2—
Yes ; it is mostly agricultural land.

43, Is iv principally held by people living on it or
by towns people?%—The land at that distance outside
is held by people living on it. '

44. Do the children of these people come into the
schools in Ardee?—Yes, I think so.

45. And they use Ardee as a market town?—Yes.

46. There are fairs held here?—Yes ; thirteen fairs
in the year ; one fair monthly, and one at Christmas.

47. From bow far, do you think, do the children
come into Ardee to attend school™—Some of them
come 'nearly two miles.

48, What were the rates for the last five years in
the town?—They did not exceed one shilling ; they
were always one shilling.

49. Do you know what were the poor rates during
these years %—Tor the present year it is ls. 5d. in
the pound.

50. Ts that for 1879 %—No ; that is for 1878.

51. Do you know what was the poor rate.the year
before that?—I do not. - :

52, What was the county cees in 18787—I think
it was 11d. in the pound.

53. That is for the half year?—VYes; that is one
cess,

54. Then itis 1s. 10d. in the year?—Not so much
as that —1s, 84, I think.

55. How is Ardee supplied with gas?—By a gas
company.

56. You contract with the gas company }— Yes.

57. How many lamps bave you, and at what cost
are they supplied with gas 1—Fifteen lamps at £3 5s.
each. They are lighted from the middle of Septémber
uatil the middle of April ; they are not lighted during
the ;nmmer{ months. - F

38. And theyare uot lightedduring moonlight ni
—No; not on the two nights next l?efare. angd ﬂ’:egli::i
nights next after full moon. (

59. What do the gas company clarge private con-
sumers !—They charge very bigh ; it is 8s. 4.

60. How is the town supplied with water {—By
pumps.

61. These pumps are repaired and looked after by
the guardians as the sanitary authority —Yes,

62. With regard to the sewage how does the town
stand -—We are a long time about that, and it is only
now active steps are being taken to make a main
drain,

_ 63. By the guardians?—Yes ; by the sanita -
vity. The Commissioners tried :{Vnd they gl?;f.p.;ﬂ::s
frem the county surveyor eight or nine years ago, but
it was rojected by the presentment sessions, Then
wo began to press it on the Local Government Board
but it is only nowanything izabout to bedone. Thero

MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES COMMISSION,

isno town iu Ireland looks cleaner, but the yards of
the houses are in an awful state.

64. There is no main drainage whatever —Ng . and
g s . . » &t
it is impossible to carry ontany sanitary arrangenients,
but by pressing it on the Local Government Board we
have at last got the sanitary board to take i up in
enrnest. - The reason for not acting sooner in the mattey
was, they said that the 1':Lte£n.yel-s were so badly off
they would not go on with the work. T was speakin
to Mr. Neville on last Monday week, and he tells me
the work of making the main drain will be in fu)
operation before the 1st of July.

65. Have the Commissionces considered whether the
would desire to become the urban sanitary authority 1
—They bave ; and they o not wish to become sani
authority, they would rather leave it in the hands of
the guardians. The gnardians made them an offer ty
transfer the sanitary work to them, but they would not
aceept it. ‘

66. The guardians offered to consent to the Commis-
sioners being made the urban: sanitary authorityi—
They did, and the Commissioners wonldn't.

67. Have the guardians of late years spent any
money in sanitary matters in the town, and Lave the
struck any special sanitary rate in addition to the
ordinary poor rate?—I really don’t know. It must be
a small rate they nse for whitewashing the lanes in
summer, 1d. or 2. ; but T am not certain.

68, What were the receipts of the Commissioners
for the year 18781—The rute at ls. in the pound
produced £130 ; there was £76 for rents.

69. From what?—From lands that the old Corpora-
tion Leld by charter, and which fell to the new Commis-
sioners. 'IPlrm moicty of the dog tax about £8, and the
fines for drunkenness £16.

70. Had they any other receipts'—No, sir.,

71. How is it that the rabes only come to £130;
shouldn’t they have been £200 or more —£130 is the
sum stated. Our financial year ends on the 30th
April, :

72. Then the amounts have not been audited for the
present year —No, not yet.

73. Can you tell me the opinion of the ratepayers of
the town generally who are not Commissioners as to
whether there ought to be extension of the boundaries
or not?—I think they are in favonr of extension,

74. But they have not considered any particular
extension +—No, =ir.

75. Have you ever heard any suppression of opinion
from the people living immediately oulside the present
boundary who would be taken in by any extension
either for or against extension 7—I have not.

76. Although they did not come to any particular
resolution when they lad the matter before them, yet,
in considering the question of extension in order to get
increased income, have the Commissioners considered
what particnlar increase of income they wanted f—They
have not.

77. What is the increased income wanted for!—I
was just going to remark a few minutes ago that there
were sanitary arrangements wanted; that main: drain
for instance. We don't know yet on what area the
sanitary authority will put the cost of that. :

78. But if you don't wish to become the samitary
autliority yourselves that matter is completely out of
your power —I know that, but if we had extended
area it would be well to have it to meet the cost of
that main drain,

70. The Local Government Board must decide what
district is to puy for that main drain%—But if we had
an 1ilncrmsed area of taxation to meet that it would be
well.

80. Do I undersiand you, thatif you had an increased
area you would then wish to become the sanitary
authority 7—I don’t know that.

81. Your present income is about £220 a year, and
you have not in’ your mind any particular increase o
income that is necessary for your purposes—itis only
that some increasc is nceossary 7—I think some increase
is necessary.  'We have not half the requisite number
of lamips; we require as many more lamps.
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89, Is there anything else besides lighting, putting
sanitary matters out of sight altogether, that you require
more money for 9—There is. We had it i1.1 contem-

lation here some years ago to get a fire engine. The
town is completely at the mercy of fire at present, and
if we had the engine we would require a supply of
water for it, and I have my eye on a place where we
could get o supply of water; about o mile or less than
a mile away we could get a very good supply of water.
Dr. Moore, the medical officer, agrees with me as to
getting & supply of water for thnt_puryoae frgm that
source, and supplying the town with it too if it re-
quired it. L

83. Would there be any objection to the Town Com-
missioners coming to a distinct resolution as to whether
they do wish for this extension, and what extension,
because this information you are giving is your own
opinion, and it is very indefinite =—Yes, it is.

84. You neither give us an idea of what extension

you wish for in area, nor what increase in income vou
want, but the two purposes for which you want an
increased income are the fire engine and the extension
of the gas lamps!—The supply of water for the fire
engine would be the first thing.

85. Have you had any fires in Ardee!—Not lately,
but there.was a string of fires here five yoars ago, and
not for twenty years Lefore. ’

86. Yon have no fire engine of any sort +—No.

87. Do you think that the Uommissioners would
care to give definite information on the subject 1—I
think they would.

88. Do you think, from your own knowledge of the
electoral division, whether it would be too large to
?dopt as the boundary of the town —It would be too
arge, ;

9, Ts there anything else you wish to give as your
opinion on the subject of the extension or alteration of
the boundaries in any way #—1I think not,

Mr. Toomas Dorax examined.

90. You are o Town Commissioner also?—1 am.

91. And have been for some time }—Not long.

92, What is your opinion as regards the present
boundavies of the town%—1I think it would be a very
pleasant thing to have them en]arﬁed, so a8 to give us
a greater area for taxation, but I don’t see on what
grounds we could put it, for all that would be taken in
would be altogether agricultural, and would not add
many to the number of voters—I would suppose none
at all or two or three.

93. And less to the number qualified to sit as Com-
missioners —Yes.

94. Would the Commissioners as a body desire ex-
tengion if it involved any additional obligation, such
as lighting further out2—I think they would scarcely
like to undertake the responsibility of lighting further
out.

95. In that case the income you think wonld not
balance the expenditure 7—No ; because I believe we
would cnly get onc-fourth of the rate on the land.

96. What is your opinion about the Commissioners
becoming the sanitary anthority instead of the
guardians 7—The Commissioners were unanimons in
refusing it, because there is a big sum to be put on us
now. The Commissioners would like to have the sani-
tary management if there was sufficient income to bear
the expense, but thore is at present pressed by the
chief sanitary officer the construction of a main drain,
whick will cost £3,000 or £4,000 ; and that will put
Ls. or 1. 6d. on the town for the next thirty ov forty
years.

97. Yon think if that was left to the guardians it
would be distributed over a larger area ?—Yes.

98. And except for that special work you wonld wish
to be the sanitary authority 1—Yes ; and, I believe, that
would be the wish of the Commissioners.

99. Have the guardians struck any special rate
within the last few years =—There is one penny special
rate,

100. That is distributed over the whole electoral
division I—Yes ; 1s. 4d. and 1d. nre the rates for 1878,

101, Butthe question of what district the rate for the
proposed main drain is to be struck has not been
decided +—No ; some of the guardians wanted to put
1t on the township, and I don’t know whether any one
has argued it the other way, for the guardians are all
from the country.

102. Suppose the rate was put on the town would the
Commissioners wish to be the anthority to earry it out?
—No, but I think they would wish to be the sanitary
authority after the work’s done, because it may cost
more than at first estimated.

105. Apart from the question of the obligation to
light all the extended distriet, you have not considered
any particular extension?—No; in fact for my part,
I was not for extension, but the Chairman argued
against the rest, that extension would be desirable, and
that such a thing was done before.

104. The extension proposed before would be a couple
of miles additional =—We could do nothing for the
people out there except we put lamps on the roads.

105. How is the town off for water?—We got up a
very good system of pumps in the town, just before the
change came in thelaw, Ourincome is pretty tight, and
it leaves us very bare,

106. The maintenance of the roads is altogether in the
hands of the Grand Jury —Yes.

107. And you have never considered the guestion of
taking up the roads?—No, we get a grant ocasionally
from the Grand Jury for the streets. .

108. Do you do anything in the way of flagging to
meet the Grand Jury L—No; we don't sabseribe, but
we get some paving done by the Grund Jury—some-
fimes. When there is alarge job to be done we apply
to the Grand Jury, and get a presentment.

109. Do you subseribe to that work as a body +—XNo ;
but the water channelsof the foutwaysalong the streets
are kept by us. .

110. Your expenditure, you say, rans your income
pretiy tight+—Yes, we have not much more than half
the required number of Jamps, through our inability to

for them. ._
B{lf Is there anything else you wish to add bearing

on the subject of extension?-Lam afraid we bave no
case to make, although it would be very pleasant to get
cthing larger to tax. ) ]
so?lﬂjllfon'tgyou think the Commissioners could give
us something more definite than the general answer,
that the wish to get extension in order to get a larger

sum of money #—If they could not, I dov't think they
should get it.
The inguiry then closed.
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NEWBRIDGE.—MARCH 17, 1879.
Before Mx. CoTTON, C.1.

Mr, Parriox DoyLre, examined.

1. You are Chairman of the Town Commissioners?—
Yes.

2. How long bave you been a Commissioner?—
Some ten or twelve years.

3, The town of Newbridge is under the Towns’
Improvement Act?—Yes.

. Do you remember about what time it was put

under the Act 2—1It was before "66. .

5. Was the Towns' [mprovement Act adopted in its
entirety for cleansing, lighting, and watering I—Ves,
all at the one time.

6. Was there any power for striking a rate for
water 7—No.

7. Your rate is limited to 1s. ?—Yes, 1s. for houses,
and 3d. for lands.

8. What is the population —3,280.

9. Aund the area }—650 acres.

10. You take that from the rate book 3—Yes. I
have here u book from which it nppears that in 1863
the towu was put ander the Towns' Improvement Act.
In May—May 29th—the meeting of the ratepayers was
held to elect the first Town Commissioners,

11. What is the valuation ¥—.£4,037 10s,

12. You have no wards, of course —No.

13. In what electoral division is the town sitnated ?
—1In Great Connell and Morristown Biller,

14. Ts it pretty equally divided—or is thers more
in one division than io the other #—It is pretty
equal.

15. Have you a map%—DNo, we never had a map
showling the township. I think the division is preity

ual.

16. The Municipal and Poor Law Luoundaries, are
they the snme, do you know, in the town —Half the
town is in une division, and half in another.

17. Do you know what are the rates that have been
struck during the past four or five years *—1s, in the
pound every year.

18. Since '75 then yon exercised the full rating
power ?—Yes ; we had a great deal 1o do in the way
of flagging the streets. We have lodged, these two
years or so, with the treasurer of the county, £300 for
flagging.

19. £300 from your rates to the County Grand Jury ?
—VYes, aud they gave us a grant of ns muel more to
help us in the flagging.

20. They gave £300 conditional upon your con-
tributing —VYes.

21. And they do the work 7—Yes, they reserve to
themselves that the County Surveyor will inspect the
work.

. 22, TIn fact, it is done by the county, you contribut-
ingt—Yes, done under the supervision of the County
Surveyor.

23. What were the poor rates during the same time ?
—I cannot say at this moment.

24. How far does the town of Newbridge extend
from the centre of the town—in the north direetion
towards the railway —Something near a mile.

25. It goes out a mile 1—Yes,

126. !;An;l ;n]ftlm au]uth #—Scarcely so much as that,
only about half a mile on the soutl
a‘oor::t half a mile, I think. Sugadead .

27. And the west ! —About the same thing.

28, Then it is rather more to the north ‘l_gYas.

. 29. Have the Town Commissioners, as a body, con-
sidered the question of whether an extension should be
made or not?—Yes; when I got your note or queries
they all were unanimous in favour of leaving the
boundaries as they are.

X 30. They do not wish to have them extended 1—

0.

31. Or contracted +—No,

‘ They wish for no altera-
tion whatever.

32. Was any formal resolution to that effect adopted 1
~—Well, no. The subject was entertained at the neyt
meeting after I got the queries.

33. How many Commissioners were present —Nipe
is the number we have altogether.

34. How many attended that meeting —Five, 1
think,

35. And do you know the feeling of those who dig
not attend 7—They are all of the same opinion ; they
won't make any change, they think it beiter to remaiy
as they are,

36. Do you know the feeling of any of the people
who live immediately outside the township 'houndary';
—VYes,

37. Do they wish to be brought in %—No.

38. Do you know what the receipts and expenditare
during the past five years huve been ! — Yes,

39. Talke the receipts first, tell me the different items
from whieh they come 2—Would the abstracts do

40. Yes—have you printed abstracts —Yes,

41. How much have you, during the past year,
received from rates?—£150. We received also abont
£60 from Government contribution to rates; fines,
£64 ; dog licenses, £11; from cars, £30; letting of
the Town Hall for theatricals, &e., £5; receipts from
the crane, £18; weighing machine, £30; rent of
Sessions house, £10. :

42, The Sessions house is the property of the Com-
missioners, is it not 1—Yes,

43. And is let for holding Petty Sessionsf--Yes.

44. That altogether is aboat £380 }—Yes.

45. Now as to the expenditure—what did it amount
to last year 7—To £540, iucluding £250 contributed
to the Grand Jury.

46. Ts the railway station within the limit of the
township ?—Yes, but we have no power to go further
than outeide their gate.

47. You have control over the cars plying to the
railway stution —VYes. -~

48. Your regulations for the car drivers go as far as
the township boundaries, of conrse?—Yes. )

49. Of the 3,286 people comprising the populatios,
how many are in the barracks 1-—I could not say, for
it varies.

50. This is the population of all together’— Yes,
there are generally from 1,200 to 1,500 in the
barracks.

51. This return of the population is that given on lst
April, 1871 1—Yes.

52. And that included the military —Yes. )

53. How many persons are there in Newbridge
qualified to vote for the election of Town Commissioners!
—About 105 altogether, s

54. How many of them are qualified to be Com-
missioners, how many are rated at £12 and upwards’
—About one Lalf ; mostly all are town people.

55. Yes, but are they sufficiently highly rated to
become Commissioners =—Yes, about one half.

56. Y on know the country immediately surrounding
the bour:laries t—VYes,

57. 1f the boundaries were extended to a radius of a
mile or a mile and a half in every direction would it
add more to the number of voters 7—No, they are all
farmers around nearly.

58, Where do they live %—On the farms.

59. Would it add anything to the number of gentle-
men eligible to be elected Commissioners +—Yes, I dare
say all the farmers outside would be eligible.

60. Would itadd a dozen I—1I dare say it would add
about ten. -

61. Don't you think that the Teople who live within
a mile from the centre of a town like Newbridge derive
very considerable advantages from their proximity t0
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the town by reason of the markets and so forth —

os
L 63. Don’t they all sell their produce here 1--Yes, to
acertain extent, but we are very unfortunately or badly
sitnated here, we have two very well established
markets—Naas and Kileullen.

64. But take the people living within say a mile
—don't these people sell most of their produce in New-
bridge '—They do certainly sell milk.

65. Have they mot got schools here to which they
send their children?—Yes, there is the National school
and the Convent.

66. The people come in for more than a mile, I should
think ?—Yes.

67. Don’t the people within that district derive ad-
vantages for which they ought to pay something
towards keeping the town in orvder ¥ —I think they
ought, but on account of these two markets they don’t
derive 80 much advantage as they otherwise would,
These two murkets are attended principally.

68, Do you think there would he anything unfair
in asking these people who live withimra mile from the
town in which they sell their produce, aud to which
they send their children to sehool, to contribute some-
thing towards the lighting, watering, and so on of the
town and not levy it all on the people of the town 7—
I do, I think it wouid be fair,

69. Then if it is fair why would you object to an
extension of the area I—Well, I know that some of the
people outside would object to it.

70. But I want to get at the reason. We generally
find there is a tendency or wish to bring the people
outside within the boundary. It is thonght generally
to be vufair to keep up the lighting, watering, and
cleansing of the town for the benefit of the people
outside who pay no rates towards it. Is there any
other reason against it except that some people
would object?—I think vpot. The principal reason
would be that theseare nearly all large farms ontside.
There are not many people an them.

Tl. Yes, but they use the town. They come into it
and derive the benefits of it. Now would there be
anything in your opinion unreasonable in their paying
a small contribution towards those advantages?

72. No, certainly not. Nothing unfair, it would be
very fair.

73. And the land being ouly liable for such works
as that to one-fourth rating, it would be a very small
thing on them 7—Yes,

T4, How is the town lighted —By gas.

73. Do you mean that it is supplied by a gas com-
pany t—It was owned by a gas company but was sold
to a private persou for sv much a lamp.

76. How much do you pay in the year 3— About
£30,

77. How many lampeare lighted for that —Fourteen,
or say fifteen lamps,

78. About £32 a piece !—Yes.

79. How is the town supplied with water ?—That
is all taken from us as Commissioners.

80. There is nothing but pumps1—No.

81, Is the dreinage well managed —VYes. That
accounts for the rates being struck so many yeurs. We

went to great expense to drain the town. .

82, Was that previous to the sanitary work being
taken up from you }—Yes. )

83. Is the general feeling of the Commissioners that
they would wish to resume their sanitary powers }—

es.

84, Have they made any motion towards it !—No,
but they asked me to represent it to you.

85. Well, you know it does not rest with us. If
you ask the Local Government Bosrd by 1119.!1'191'53-1

whom the sanitary powers restored under  provisional
order, then the Local Government Board would inquire
and then issue a provisional order if it was so advisable
to become the ik sanitary authority. They have
XDot taken any steps, you say i~—No, and I would ask
you, sir, suppose they got back the sanitary authority,
would it not be on the same terms as before }

86. Certainly 1—That is, we will not have to con-
tribute more. - :

209

87. Youn will have to tax yonrselves for any sanitary
works you may engage in. You will have ‘power of
striking a rate, you will have the power, and you will
be the executive to do it. Do you think the (fuardinna
l\lrnve not done the sanitary work eatisfactorily t—
No. i

88. Have they refused to do things you brought
under their attention as necessury 1—No, I cannot sav
that, but the process has been so slow as to be almost
useless. They only meet ance a week.

89. You think the Town Commissioners living on
the spnt would be better able to attend to sanitary
natters than the Guardians?—Yes, the tima we had
the jurisdiction we used to go around with the sanita
inspector in the hot sunmer months with the poliea
and inspect all the yards.  Since then however it has
all been taken out of our hands, and thetown is in a
bad way.,

90. If you became the urban sanitary autherity and
resumed the sanitary powers it would be open to you
to make application to the Local Government Board teo
get control of the roads and bridges from the Grand
Jury, would that be likely to be looked for by the
Commissioners I—No, they would not want that.

9L, Are there any works connected with the town
vou would do if you had a larger income 1—In the
first place we would have a Letter supplv of water.

92. Dut as Town Commissioners 2—Well, there is
sewering we would do if we had our powers back.

93. What I mean is, with vour present powers, if
you had a larger income, is there any necessary work
you would require to do?—No.

04. No work then is left undone from want of
funds #—No, the flagging of course is in course of being
done.

95. That is done by the Grand Jury, you contri-
buting 7—Yes.

96. Can you tell me about the electoral divisiuns,
liow far they extend from Newbridge I—I could mot
tell exaetly 1 I think they extend three miles.

07. At any rate the vlecloral division would be to
large fur the boundary of the town?—Yes, certainly.

98. What sanitary works have been done by the
Guardians—you are in the union of Naas 1—Tes, they
bave not done anything except to keep the pumps in
order.

99. Not anv drainage works 7—No.

100. Have they struck any special sanitary rate 1
—Yes they have, 1d. in the pound.  The last rate paid
was 1d. in the pound.

101, Was that in 1878 ?—Yes. o

102. Anything since they got their autbority ia
1874 7 - I think there was a burial rate of 1v. 2d4. in

the pound. _ )
I1(‘:3. But the sanitary rate in 1878 way 1d. in the

— X €8.
pm;gi! ant was it for —For the electoral divisior,
union.
forltg:; ‘;]tlzlveu spread over the whole union 1—Yes.

106. What portion was it at!'nck m:l——fur a epeeial
sanitary rate is struck on a particalar distriet not neces-
sary any division or union 1—T thivk it was the union

. I am not quite sure.
5 in('}l:}s.bwgat fairs qhave you in the town l—Twelve
fairs—one every mooth.

108. At the time of the discussion as to whether
there should be an extension of the boundaries sonsht
for, did the question of the applicability of the Land
Act affect the question at all +—No, sir.

109, Then independently altogether of the Land Act
the Commissioners were of opinion it was better to Jeave
the boundaries as they were {—Yes.

110. Ts there anything occurs to you that you would
like to say 1—Well the Commissioners told me h; bring
before you the bad way the ssuitary work is dome—
that is that the machinery is too empem:e. m:
is a very long time taken up 1 going throngh t

ocessary forms
’ 111, gnppoaing you got back the sanitary authority,
would it be an adventage or oot in your oplglcgl to have

-
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a larger arca than at present on which to strike a rate
—to strike sanitary rates?

112. I think it is sufficient—they all think so.

113. Would the Guardians object to your taking the
necessary steps to obtain the provisional order consti-
tating you the sanitary authority in their stend 1—No,

AMUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES COMMISSION.

I don't think so, they have quite enough to do with
out it. i
114. The town drains straight into the river —Y
and so does the barracks, but they filter the sowera %

115. Through charcoal '—No, through gravel gef
think it costs £300 or £400, :

Mn. Jonx LEAHY examined

116.Mr. CoTron.—You know the town boundary 3—
I do.

117. Take this house as a centre. How fa-r doles it
extend genem]l{ speaking all round 7—I think it is
about half a mile a'l’l round. )

118. It is a little more in one direction than in
another 2—Yes.

119. However you have no map of it =—Tlere should

be a map here. )
120. You know the clectoral divisions 2—Yes, there

are three—Great Connell, Morristown Biller, and Ney

bridge. -
121. Great Connell, how far does it extend from thy

centre of the town *—It is I think a mile and a half,

Newbridge electoral division extends about two miles,
122. Do you know a place called Athgarvan 3—Yeq,

- 123. It is in the Newbridge electoral division }—Yes,
124. But it goes about a mile beyond it?—Yes,
The inquiry then terminated.

MOUNTMELLICK.—MARCH 14rm, 1879.
Before Mr. C. P. CoTroON, C.E,

Mg. Rosert GoopBODY examined.

1. You are Town Clerk of this town }—Yes.

2. ‘How long have you held that office I—Sinee shortly
after the town was placed under the Towns' Improve-
ment Aet in October, 1858.

3. Was it under any Act of Parliament previously !
—No.

4. Was the Act only adopted in part?—Only as far
as cleansing and lighting.

5 It difnot. take in water 7—It did not, sir. Here
are the minutes of the original time it was entered into.
(Produces copy of extract from the minutes.)

6. This is o descriﬁtion of the boundary as it was
authorized by the Lord Lieutenant?—Yes.

7. What is the population of the town I—Within the
municipal boundary it is 3,316.

8. What is the area of the municipality *—5544. Or.
HES 3

9. The town is not divided into wards1—No.

10. In what electoral division is it ?—In the Dangans
and Mountmellick electoral divisions.

11. Are the municipal and the poor law boundaries
vonterminous 2—No.

12. Can you give me the rates for the years 1874,
1875, 1876, 1877, and 1878 7—In 1874 there was no
rate ; in 1875 it was 8/, in 1870 the same, in 1877 it
was Td., and in 1878 it was Gd.

13. Do you know the poor law rate in the same
years —Yes ; but they vary in the electoral divisions.

14. In the electoral divisions of Dangans and Mount-
mellick %—Yes. In Dangans in 1874 the poor rate was
2s. 9d., in 1875 it was Js. for poor law purposes, and
4d. for special _improvement or sanitary rate, in 1876
ds. 2d., in 1877 3s 7Td., and in 1878 3s 1d. In
Mountmellick the poor rate in 1874 was 3s, in 1875
2s 8d., in 1876 la 11d., in 1877 3s. 3d., and in 1878
3a 1d.

15. Do you know the county cess for the same years?
—Nut exaetly ; but it is about 9d. each half year on the
average. -

'llf.i_Are tl;.e presiut rllzunicipa.l boundaries regarded
with dissatisfuction by the ratepayers or any section
them 2—No, I think :{ot. ¥ ¥ o

17. Were our queries put before a regular meeting
of the Commissioners i—Yes, and Lefore the ratepayers ;
we called a special meeting. g

18. Did the Commissioners come to any special re-
solution regarding revision of the boundary —Yes.

19. How many Commissioners have you altogether
—Nine—Six attended thatmeeling? °

20. Have yon no meeting of the Tawn Commissioners
to consider the replies?—No; they directed public
uotice to be given,and then this meeting was held, con-

sisting partly of ratepayers and partly of Commissioners,
and tEis was the resolution come to (Reads)—

*“ The several queries having been carefully gone over and
considered, it is Erqg?ssd by J. Milner, Isq., 5.p., seconded
by Mr. Richard Grifith, and unanimously resolved, ¢ That
this meeting are quite satisfied with the present boundary
of the town, and do not wish that it be changed ecither by
curtailing or extending it." ™ :

21. How many ratepayers were there presenti—
There were a good many here, and I pot down the
names of the principal ones present.

92. Ronghly, what wans their number 7—I suppose
there were fifteen, about.

23. Ratepayers of the municipality 2—And outside
the boundaries—most of them outside ; some of them
had land inside and outside the boundary.

24. And the feeling of the meeting was unanimous!
—It was, no one dissented.

25. The ratepayers outside don’t want to be brought
in?—No ; and the Commissioners were not anxious o
have the boundaries extended.

26. Are there any general observations bearing on
the object of the inquiry which you wish to add?—
No; that was the answer we sent to your query to that
effect.

47. What were the receipts and expenditure last
year ?—I can tell you sinee 1874 if you like ; in 1874,
the receipts were £122 ; in 1875, £105 ; in 1870, £52;
in 1877, £147 ; and‘in 1878, £132.

28. How is the income in 1876 so small, when you
had an 8d. rate 1—1It was not all collected in that year.

29, These are the net receipts }—Yes. )

30. Generally what sources do the Commissioners
receive from besides the rates 7—From fines. ;

31. What do they average ?—On anaverage theraies
come to £87 16s. 8d., and the fines £14 16s. 8d., and
the dog tax £9 8s.

32. There was no property of any other kind I—No.

33. How many qualified voters haye you In the
municipality 9—We had 178 on last year's list. .

34. And how many are qualified to sit as Commis-
sioners I—About twenty-five.

35 And your number is nine I—Yes.

36, How far does the boundary of the town extend
in the different directions from the centre of the town
—TI§ runs in a zigzag direction. .

37. You take t.h:gMurkct-squnre as a contre ?—Yes.

38. How far does it extend to the north }—1I suppose
about half a mile. - s Sy

39. How far to the south ?—Exactly the same.

"40. To the cast how fax 7—A. little over half a miles

41." And to the west how far ?—-Three quarters of a
mile, or hardly so much—five-eighths of a nulel-'

42. Have you considercd the question'at all,'if there
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was an extension to a certain distance, say a mile, round
that central point, what the effect would be in bringing
in voters or persons qualified to be Commissioners I—I
did not go into that question atall.

43. You did not consider the question of any extens
sion or the effect it would have 1—No.

14, T thought from secing these lines on the map you
had considered tl}mt question 2—No ; it was for thxation

rposes 1 put them on.

lm.j!;j, Howpmuch of the electoral division of Dangans
is in the town?—There is a very small part. About
half of one townland of Dangans is in it. Dangans
extends a long way.

46. Of the area of 554 acres how much is in Dangans!?
I do not know. There are about 3,000 acres in
Dangans, and there is of Dangans in the township 260 4.
9. 35p., and of Mountmellick town parks 2034. 1r. 30

47. They are very nearly equal’—Yes, but the
rating of ome part is more than double the other—
nearly three times.

48, Can you give me the valuation of the part of
Dangans in the town and also of the other electoral
division?—Yes ; Dangans 260 acres valued at £1,014
15s., and Mountmelliek 203 acres valued at £2,911 10s.

49. How far does the electoral division of Mount-
wellick extend away from the town?—I think the
extreme part extends a mile and a half.

50, Is that in the north 2—It is north-west.

51. How far does the furthest point of Daugans
extend from the centre of the town?—Four miles, or
three and three quarters.

52, The sanitary anthority for Mountmellick are the
Board of Guardians ?—VYes.

53. Have the Commissioners ever considered the
question of becoming the sanitary authority instead of
the Guardians —1 have never heard.

54, You are aware they have power under u recent
Act+—Yes.

53, They have not made any application?—No ; the
question was never raised at all.

56. That being so, they have never considered the
Guestion of taking up the roads and bridges from the
Grand Jury —No.
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67. Of the poor rates in 1878 how much was a
special sanitary rate —3d.

58. Out of 3s. 1d. 1—Yes; 3d. in the rate.

59. What work was that for%—For drainage, and
pumps in the town for water supply.

60. That applies to each division I—VYes.

61 What was the contributory district on which
that was strnck —The townland of Ballycollinbeg, and
the townland of Town Parks or Mountmellick,

62. Does that nearly comprise the entire municip-
ality —It more than comprises the m\lnici{mlih'.

63. What was the sanitary rate for I—For drainage
and pumps. E

64. That was considered a fair district Ly the Local
Government Board, on which to assess that rate —Yes ;
they deelared that by sealed order,

5. Any other sanitary rates-struck have Leen struck
on the same area?—Yes, and all for the same purposes.

G6. How inuch was it in 1877 1—38d., and in 1876
nothing, and in 1875, 4. '

67. How is the town lighted %—With gas ; there are
thirty-seven public lamps which are lit by contract.

68. Is the contract with a private gas company!—
Yes, the Mountmellick gas company.

; 69. How mueh do the Commissioners pay —£2 per
amp.
70. They don’tlight on moonlight nights =—No.

71, How is the waler supplicd —We have plenty of
puamps, and good water in the town. There are one or
two exceptions, but the town is very well watered.

72. There is no project for any water works !—No,
they are not required at all, rivers surround the town.

73. What is the state of the drainage of the town?
—It is in a very tolerable state, it requires a small
drain in one direction, and it requires alittle extension,
a small drain of about 150 yards would do.

T4. Are there any works required which the Com-
missioners have not been able to do for want of fands,
and which they would be iuclined to do if they had
further receipts 7—None that I am aware of.

75. Have you anything you wish to give us the
benefit of your opinion abont I bave not.

Mr. Jonx M'Mamox examined,

76. Yon are Chairman of the Town Commissioners
of Mountmellick 2—I am.

77. Have you been long in that position 7—Only o
few months,

78. Have you been long a Commissioner %—Very
short time.

79. Yon were at this combined meeting of the rate-
payers and Commissioners !—I was.

50. And the feeling of the meeting was unanimous,
as the Town Clerk has told us, against any alteration at
all I—Yes.

81. Is that your individual opinion %—At first, T~

thought it would be a good thing to have the bound-
aries extended, but, then, when I heard it explained
that it wounld take in some of the farmers, and make
town parks of their farms, so that they would lose the
advantage, whatever it is, of the Land Act, I would
ot put it forward at all, and I find the feeling of the
community against it. .

82. The feeling of that meeting was grounded on the
supposition that the land brought in would be affected
onder the Land Act —Yes. .

83. I don’t think there is any use in asking you
what would be the opinion of that meeting, if the fact
was otherwise, but what would be your own opinion if
the land would not be affected —1I would be of opinion
we would then have them extended.

84. And on ‘what grounds would you extend the
boundaries%—To enlarge the area for taxation, or any
sanitary purpose.

85. And increase your resources —Yes, those were
my ideas at first. -

. 86. Have you considered what would be the increase
in the number of voters by that extension+—No, we

bave given it little thought at all. When first the

‘report came down I spoke to some of the farmers, and

one said it would be very little use to them to Lave
the land taken in, and others said the same thing, and
finding them all opposed to it I left it so.

87. T asked the Town Clerk if in his opinion there
were works that remained undone, and that wonld be
done if you bad increased resourees, and he said, no i—
1 am not aware of anything, we have a good deal of
drainage done. . ) )

88, Do yon think the people within a mile derive
yreatadvantage from being neara market town I—They
do, certainly. I daresay i 1eir land is something higher,
and I think the landlord takes a view of that in letting
the lands. i

89. Independent of the lruu]s: don't these _‘peuple
derive great advantage from baving the town lighted,
and kept clean 3—Certainly. m

90, Do you think that within a certain distance, say
a mile, it would be fair to ask the people who, from
that distance, nse the town so much, to contribute some
small thing towards keeping it in order }— That was my
idea in the beginning. i

91. I ask you on the suppositivn that any la‘mI
bronght in will not be aflected by the ehange l—Lut
iliose who are to be brought in think they will be.

99, But suppose it was scitled there should be no
alteration in regard to land, would it be fair they should
contribute sometling to the town, suspose there was no
Land Act at all 7—DBut thereisa lan .-l_ot,aud T would
be very slow to give an opinion, that it would not be
affected.

93. But suppose they are brou
a great many towns ther will be,

ahit in, as eertainly in
aud that they are not
" SE2
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affected whatever under the Land Act by being o
brought in, would it be fair they should puy some small
thing to the town?—I was always of opinion they
shonld. ’

04. Oun the supposition that the Land Act deesn’t
affect them at all I—Yes, on that supposition, and if the
Land Act did affect them I should be sorry to bring
them in.

95. It is the feeling of the Commissioners that it is
better to leave the sunitary matters in the hands of the
Guardians ?—Decidedly.

96. That they do what you want in a satistactory
way aud at a fair rate 7—Yes ; I think so,and it would

not be better managed, I don't think it woylq W
get anything doue pretty fairly, and with pe ‘I'Ll ¢
taking charge of the roads and streets out of th’fﬁ, ED
of the Grand Jury, T would not like to do that hee{;n :
we should keep a staft, and we could searcely ex ,3.:“&
get aucll_ a staff as the Grand Jury lave, " giriem
cellent County Surveyor and assistants give very 0:&
value for their pay. g

97. You think the lighting and water su i
factory 1—-I do. ° PRIy sute

98, Isthereanything yon would like to put on record
regarding the boundaries I —Nothing heyond what 1
have already stated.

Mr. Janmrs Minuyer examined.,

99. You ave oue of the Town Commissioners Liere =—
Yes,

100. How long lave you been a Commissioner }—
Since the establishment of the Town Commissioners
here in 1858.

101. Perhaps you cau tell us what guided them
originally in the selection of the area now ncted upon ?
—1 am not prepared to say that. I think there wasa
recommendation eame down from the Government.

102. Mr. Goodbody (Town Clerk).—They proposed
to bave a circular area of a mile, and they at first re-
commended that to the Lord Lieutenant, and le sent
down to them to change it, and this is the urca as fixed

by the Lord Lieutenant. (Produces document deseribiys
boundary of the town.) :

103. Are there nuy portions of the road running out-
gide the present boundary continuously built upon{—
I thivk very little. No, I think all the houses are
taken in by the present boundaries,  Here is the Ronay
Catholic Chapel (indicating place on the map), and t)e
boundary is within 100 yards of the chapel, and all i}
houses leading down to it are included.  All the -
tinuously built upon portions are included.

104. Mr. dlullner—As regards the supply of water
for the new fire engine, I would suggest that mens
sliould be taken to have a supply provided.

Mr. AnTooNy Piv examined.

103. T also think there is not a sufficient supply of
water in case of fire.

106. Is there any way vou would suggest for im-
proving the supply 2—7Yes, by metal pumps over the
bridges.

107. Is that to bLe dune by the Gruardians or tle
Commissioners —T think the Guardians.

108, Mr. MMahon (Chairman, Town Commis .
siomers).—I think the Guardians onght to do that,

109, Mr. Goodbody (Clerk).—L don't thivk it coull
be done by the Commissioners, as they are not the
Urban Sanitary Authority.

© Mr. MitLNER re-examined,

;1 0. The Commissioners have provided a fire-engine !
—VYes.

111. And they have not provided the means of pro-
curing water for it —Not sufficieut means, We sug-
lg]ested about getting pumnps put down at the different

ridges, which was not fully sanctioned.

112. Do you think that would be beyond the power
of the Commissioners—T don’t know.

113. Mr. Goodbody.—I1t was suggested that these

pumps could be used also for sanitary purposes, and that
then the Guardians ¢ould put them up.

114. Mr. Corron.—You arc of opinion, Mr. Millner,
that the boundaries should be left as they are?

Mr. Millner.—Yes.

115. Is that opinion based on the fact that the lands
inclnded might be affected by the Land Act?—No ;I
can't say it is.

Mr. Homprrey SMITH exXamined.

116. You are one of the Town Commissioners of
Mountmellick #—1I am.

117. How long have you been a Commissioner I—A
great many years—fully twelve or fourteen years.

118. Are you of the opinion, which seems to be the
unanimous opinion of the Cowmissioners, that there
should be no alteration in the boundary ?—7Yes; we
were all quite unanimous about that.

119. It is based oo the fact that the Land Act wonld
apply fo any extension brought in 1—That was portion
of our belief.

120. What was your individual opinion =—That was
one partial reascn, but we don’t think the people out-
side get any henefit from ourlighting, that they should
pay taxes for.

121. Do people within a mile, who come in to market
late and early in winter, derive no benefit from the town
being lighted %—No, they are out of town before the

lamps are lighted.

122. In winter days is that so 1—Well, in a general
way they are ; the markets are very early. .

123. Do they derive no interest from the streets being
kept clean !—A little. 2

124. Do the people within a mile, or 2 mile and 8
half, derive noadvantage from thesehools in the town 1
—Theré are schools outside the town to which the
children are sent.

125. Do the children from a mile and a balf come
into town, as a rule, for school ? —Beyond a mile and
a lalf, or at a mile and a half they go to other
schools.

126. There are schools within a mile anll. a Ilﬂ»lf to
which they go %—There is a school on one side which
isa mile off, and on the other there isa school tWO
miles off.

127. 1 suppose Tam right in saying that a great
many children from a mile do come in to schools in the
town —Yes, and beyond that.
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128. Still you think the advantages they derive
within a mile would not entitle them to be asked to
pay anything #—1 don't think they should Le asked to
pay anything. .

129, Whelly irrespective of the Tand Aect —Yes,
although I say that it is to my own disadvantage, they
should not be rated inthe town, for I am nearly the
largest rate-payer in it,

130. As far as you know, that is the general feeling

213

of the Commissioners and rate-payers —Yes, decidedly.

131. Do you think there would be any advantage in
the working of the town body, if the number of
councillors was inereased I—1I don't think there wounld
;:e. Everything goes on very amicabl ¥ and peacefully
lere,

132. You get a gool working quorum oot of the
vine Commissioners - Yes.

Mr. A¥preEw Mirove examine!,

133. Where do yuu live i—In Graigue.

134. How far is that from the town 7—About a mile.

135. From where we are now ?—About a wmileand
a half from where we are now.

136. What is your own opinion —My own opinion
js that we have taxes enough to pay without paying
any more.

137. Do yon and the ratepayers about you use the
town as a market 1—We do.

138. Do the children from about you come into
echool here T—They do,

139. Don’t you frequent the town in winter during

the dark of the morning and evening I—Yes, but
geuerally, the people wholive within a mile of the town
are home a great deal carlier than the people who live
seven miles away.

140. But do you not derive some advantage from
the fact that the Commissioners have to light the town ¢
—I think we have not derived any Llenefit at all by
the light. .

141, Would it suit your purpose quite as well to
have it dark f—Better ; for if we are in the light here,
and get outside, the night appears darker,

The inquiry then terminated.

RATHKEALE.—MARCH 12rn, 1879,
Before C. P. Corroy, Esq., C.E.

Mr. StepaEN CAsEY examined.

1. You are the Town Clerk of Rathkeale 7—I lhave
been Town Clerk for the past ten years. I succeeded
my father. .

2 Was this subject of the extension of the
boundaries considered at a special meeting of the
Commissioners 7—VYes, at a special meeting of the
Commissioners. )

3. How many of the Commissioners attended at that
meeting 1—Five. 4

4 How many Commissioners are there in Rath-
keale -—Fifteen. .

3. Aad they desired you to fill up the replies that
are given here?—Yes. )

6. Were they unanimous on that —-Yes, unanimous.

7. Five were present, and, at all events, the other
ten got notice of the meeting 7—Yes, all got notice.

& You put down tle population at 3,000, hew do
You make that out?—2,751 in the town proper, and
the remainder outside. w.

9. What do you mean by outside —There are 2,751
in the towu proper. T

10. But isn't it all in the municipal district 3—No,
it is not.

’T”. What is the number in the census return’—
2751.

12. The area you put down as 1,488 ncres 3 roods
39 perches, what is your authority for that ?—The
valuation book. o

13. Tn the return given by Mr. O'Brien, it is only
1,390 acres—there are no wards in the town 1—DNo.

14, In what electoral division is it?—Rathkeale,
and a small portion of Ballyallinan. )

15. To the west of the town there are 35 acres 1
roud 1 perch in another electoral diviston I— Yes. :

16. When was tle town put under the Towns
Tmprovement Act 3--In 1856.

17. Was there any municipal body before that —No.

18. Have you got a description of the original
boundary 1—Nothing only this map (produced). This
18 & map showing the present boundary in red.

19. What is the yellow line 2—That was the original
boundary in 1856,

20. When was the alteration madel—About Len
Years later on.

21. How far does the town extend in the different
directions from a central point?—About hall a mile.

22. Half a mile to the north +—Yes.

23. And half a mile to the south !—Yes, taking an
averagre.

24. And nearly a mile east and west i—I should
80 ; onr town is one straggling strect.

25, What were the rates that were struck Juring
the last five years!--In 1874 the municipal rate was
le. ; in 1875, ls.; in 1876, 84. ; iu 1877, 1s. ; and in
1878, 8d.

26. And the poor rate for the same periods i—In
1874 the poor rate was 4s 3d.; in 1373, 46. 1d. ; in
1876, 3s. 4d. ; in 1377, 24, 10d. ; and in 1878, 45, 6d.

27. And the county cess in the same periods was
how much ?—In 1874 the county cess was ls. 84, ;
in 1875, ls. 11§d.; in 1876, ls. T3d.; in 1377,
1s. 9d. ; and in 1878, 1s. 1134

28, You say in reply to our queries, that the present
municipal boundaries ave rezarded with dissatisfaction
by the ratepayers of the township —Yes.

"20. Has any definite bonndary been proposed by
the Commissioners who approve of extension ?—Yee,
there is- At a meeting held on the 22nd November,
it was resolved to get certain townlands bronght in,
and on the 3rd March, 1879, the draughs of townlands
with the list attached, and their valuation was unani-

opted.

mo;&lyﬁia{ are the names of the townlands proposed
to be added!—Ardaneen, Ardbohill, Usurtmatrin,
Ardnaveigh, Cloughanarold, Kileool, A.rdgu‘ulhe,r_:,
Stoneville, Ballingraue, Dohilebey, Duh:lemure! Clongh
East, Clough West, Croagh Comwmons, Arniganbeg,
Arniganmore, and the portion of Kathkeale at present
outside the boundary, containing f-_.’.,3.-4 acres 1 rood 33
perches, with a valuation of £1,653 10s. )

31. To what extent would that proposed extension
go from the centre of the tuwn {—Something over two
ml-!;‘;: I sec that the area the propused extension would
add would be 6,385 _ai..tres 1 rood 22 perches, and the
; ion £4,0691—Yes.

i “[‘;l:;':m'}lm n.lt,ogcthti'r wa;lalmmake about 8,000 acres

i wnship?—About 8, acres.

x :;:ie t'Ii.?l:e valgaﬁon of the proposed addition would be
{ es.

£4.",}%? gﬁﬂlﬁd that extension go into any other electoral

division but the two you have named It would, three

hers. .
ot 3?. What are their names i—Nantinan, Croagh, and

say
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Dromard, and the original one of Ballyallinan, and :Ell
of Rathkeale, only portion of which is in the township
at present. ) 4

37. Were you clerk to the Commissioners when this
extension, marked in red on the map, was made —No,
my father was. ‘ .

38. Do you happen to know the grounds on which
it was applied for —No. It was applied for nothing
more than on the formal belief that 1t was considered
the aren’ was too small and not sufficient for the
working of the Commission, that there was not sufficient
aren for taxation. i

39. What is the size of the Rathkeale Electoral
Division ©—3,863 acres 1 rood 32 perches.

40. Would it be entirely taken in by the propased
extension 7—Yes.

41. The whole of it =—Yes, all.

42. Aund portion of three others —Yes. )

43. Of the poor rates you Lave mentioned as having
been struck in the last five years, 4s. 6. is for the
year 1878. Does that include any portion of the
sanitary rate?—Yes, it includes all.

44. How much is sanifary rate I—TI am not aware.

45. What are the receipts of the Tvwn Commis-
sioners of Rathkeale 2—They have nothing more than
the rates.

46. But besides the rates what have they +—DMerely
a moiety of the fines of the Town Court and dog licences;
but they only amount to a few pounds, £7 or £8 in
the year.

47, And the fines from the Town Court would be
only £5 or £6 more?—Yes.

48, And the expenditure in the town is about the
same as the receipts —Yes.

40. Was the Towny’ Improvement Act adopted
altogether, or only in part 3—Only in part.

50. Tt was not adopted for water purposes +—1It was
not for water. Tt was adopted for sanitary purposes
first, but in 1874 the sanitary powers were withdrawn,

51. Aund you can’t rate beyond a shilling =—No.

53. And you have not rated up to that in 1878 I—
No, not in 1878, but in all the others we have.

53. How is the cleansing of the streets looked after ?
—The road contractor has to do it.

- 54. The road contractor under the Grand Jury ?—
g,

B5. Areall the streets of: the town under one con-
tract 1—Yes, but the branch strects are mot. The
Main-street is under one contract, but there are several
other contracts for the streets that branch off the
Main-street.

56. The Guardians are the Sanitary Authority of the
town ?—Yes, they are at present.

57. Have any works been executed by them of late
years?—Yes; they lave sunk a main sewer through
the town, and other minor sewers through the streets,

59. Then portion of that 4s. 6d. for 1878 was a
sanitary rate for works of that kind for the town 2—

es,

60. On what district was that sanitary rate struck ?
—On the entire division of Rathkeale.

61. Was any portion of it levied off the other
clectoral divisions?—No, sir; it was separate in tlis
division.

62.-How is 'the town lighted *—By gas. There is a
Gas Company here, aud the Commissioners  contract
with the company for the lighting of the town.

63. Is it well lighted It is pretty well lichted
It is very well lighted at present. o

64, And the Commissioners desire to make a further
extension of the town +—If they had the meansat their
disposal they would extend the lighting of the town
further than at present. :

65. But I see they have not exereised their full
powers in that respect™—They were not able to light
the town as they wished, and fhat beino the case the
only left the old lamps standing, ; ¢

66. They did not consider it worth while 1o raise
the other 4d. for lighting purposes —No; as they had
uot a larger aren.

. 67. Have the Commissioners ever considered whether
it would not be better for them to become the sanitary

MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES COMMISSION,

authority instend of the Board of Guar i .
but in the way the lnw stands at'prese;l; l;ilse‘_t_‘?o?;
not wish it—auntil the landlord has to pay half, ould

68. They would not wish to become the
anthority now—No; not uniil there is furt
lation to make the laudlord pay half the rate,

69. Then they hate not made any applicatioy for
any change—No ; by-and-by I think the feeling of
the Commissioners is for a change if there iy
extension of the boundary. e

70. What is contemplated to be the effect of this
proposed extension as regards the income and expeudij
ture and working of the town —The further extensioy
of the lighting of the town, and other improvemeys
that may arise by-and-by. They would also rajse 4
sum of money for the improvement of the market jf
they had an extension.

71. It is not intended even with this proposed
extension to take up the sanitary work 2—No, not g
present in consequence of the landlord now paying half
the rates, whereas if the Commissioners were eonstity.
ted the sanitary authority the oecupier would have t
pay the entire rate. Until there is some change in
that T dow’t think the Commissioners would care f
become the sanitary authority.

72. Of course, then, if they have not considered thyt
they bave not considered the question whether it wouly
.be better for them to take up the charge of the roads
from the Grand Jury?—The funds at their disposal
would not be adequate to the maintenance of the roads
—the valuation of the place is too small to think of
that.

73. Of that 1,448 acres how mueh is arable lund
that would be liable to ouly onc-fourth rating?—The
most of it is, unless what are houses.

74. What is the nature of the arable land included
in the town—is it town parks *—No, it is ordinary
calture land.

75. What is it proposed to do in the way of
extending the lighting—if this proposed extensiin is
taken in how far do they intend to extend the lighting
of the town?—As far as the town is extended—as far
as the buildings go and a little further on, the
approaches to the town and all round, whieh are not
lighted at present; up to the railway and beyond
that.-

76. Have you any means of knowing the [eeling of
the people outside who would be brought into the town
by this proposed extension I—No.

77. We shall be glad to hear any opinion you like
to give yourself, as to whether the one-fourth would be
a fair charge upon the people who would be taken in
for the advantages they get from the town?—I think
it would, for they profit very much from the town,and
they have o right to be taxed. These improvements
are very heavy ou the town, and these people outside
share in them.

78. They have the advantage of this being a market
town %—VYes, and it enbances the value of land around
very much, and when coming in to make hhai'r nm.rk?ts
very late they have the advantages of the light. To
such an extent is land round the town affected that 1t
is valued at twice as much as land further away.

79. Does that apply to the whole of this extension !
—Yes, no doubt of it. - ;

80, Are there schools in the town to which ehildren
are sent in from that. district —There are very good
schools in the town.

81. I suppose this extension is based on the suppo-
sition of the area brought in being liable to the
one-fourth —And as such it will only mean £24
difference.

82, You think one-fourth is mot too much for the
benefits they get —No, .

:83. Would there Le any townlaunds cut in yvur
proposed extension —No ; I took in all the t?wnlands
—there is no portion of townlands taken in. The
Commissioners would go further on one side but the
river forms the boundary there, but it would be _a
consideration by-and-by whether they should not take
in more on that side.

&4. In addition to the extcnsion you have already

sanitary
bﬁl‘ ]Egig.:.
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Jeseribed 1—Yes, to take part off one side, and add it
to the town on the opposite side.

85, How many people inside the present boundary
are qualified to vote in the eleetion of Commissioners ?

—Alout 100. "
86. And how many are eligible to be Commissioners?

_ Thirty-three.

87. How many people would be taken in by the
sroposed extension who would be eligible to vote —
There would be a considerable number.

£15

88. Could you give a rough idea of the number I—
About as many more ; about 100,

89. And how many would be brought in who would
be eligible to be Commissioners “—Four or five more

90. Would it take in any gentlemens’ seats !— Yes.

91. How many 1—Four.” In 1861 the other extension
was obtained. "If the Conmissioners are constituted
the sanitary authority the whole of the tax would fall
on the occupiers, and the Commissioners considering
that do not wish to become the sanitary authority.

Mr. Daxien Frrzarsson examined.

92, You are Chairman of the Town Commissioners
of Rathkeale —Yes, sir.

93. How long have vou been Chairman of the
Commissioners I—This is my third year,

94, How long have you been a Commissioner —
It is a long time; ever since the formation of the
h()ily.
93. There was a special meeting of the Commissioners
lield to consider the replies to our queries I—Yes, and
it was only attended by five out of fifteen—five or
sSIX.

96, The Commissiouners who met that day were
amanimous in recommending this extension that Mr.
(‘asey has given us?—Yes.

97. How ean you explain the apathy of the other
ten not attending 1—1I can't account for it ; they got
ratice of the meeting.

93. Have you got any iden of the feeling of the
other ten 1—On the former occasions they appeared to
lie in favour of extension.

09. Then you think the extension is in favour with
the absentees as well as with those who were present !
—Yea.

100. Were you a Commissioner at the time the
former extension was got 7—1I was.

101. Do you remember the grounds on which it was
asked for!—They did not consider the avea sufficient
to meet the expenses of carryving on the Commission.

102. I dow’t know whether yon are aware that
Ratbkeale has an area one of the largest in proportion
to the population of any town in Ireland ; it Las one
acre to every two individnals?—DBut the value of the
property in this locality may not be the same as in
other places. .

103. Have yon any means of knowing, or have you
heard the opinions of the ratepayers now outside, who
would le taken in by this proposed extension I—I did
not hear them saying anything about it.

104. Do you consider that those people who live
within say a mile and a half of the town outside the
present boundary, have such ndvantages from the town
and its markets and seliools and everything, that they
ought faivly to contribute something to the keeping of
the town in proper order?—I think it is a great
advantage to these partics to live so convenieut to the
town for mavkets and fairs, and to have them kept
properly attended to.

. 105. They have the advantage from the streets being
lighted when they come into town late in the winter?
—¥o doubt, it is a great advantage.

106. Mr. Casey is correct, I suppose, in snying-that
the wish of the Commissioners is not to take up the
sinitary business of the town, but to leave it to the
Guardians +—Yes ; that question was considered, but
they decided not to take it up.

107. On what grounds !—That it would be too
eXpensive ; that the rates would be too heavy, in fact
the rate they are limited to would be not atall suﬂicie'ut
to pay the expenses of keeping the roads in repair.
The same thing applies to rates for sanitary work.

108. But the Commissioners can mise the same
money as the Guardians ean 7—They did not consider
it that way, for we thought we were bound to the
shilling rate, and then one and sixpence would uot
carry out what is required.
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109. Is much sanitary work required —There is a
good deal done, but a good deal more is required,

110. Under what heads’—Under the head of
sewerage,

. 11 Is the flagging of the town well done 2—There
.lisogg.ﬂ. wants to be flagged, and a great deal has been

112. But the sewerage is the principal thing that is
“'-'liltﬂd !—Yes; there is some portion of that undons
ye

113. Suppose there was an alteration in the law by
which half the rate was to be paid by the landlord and
half by the tenant, would that make any change in the
views of the Commissioners I—Yes.

114, Would they then wish to take up the sanitary
works —Yes i

115. Would they then wish to have authority over
the roads i—That is a matter I can'’t say.

116. Do you consider that Rathkeale gets a full share
from the county, considering what it contributes in the
way of conuty cesst—Yes; the roads are pretty fairly
kept fora long time past, they are kept the same as
the roads in any other part of the county.

117. There would be no improvement of the town
then, if the Commissioners took eharge of tleir own
roads !—I don't know. I ean't say that the county
have not discharged their duty fairly. The revenue of
the Commissioners would not be equal to the outlay ar
all.

118. Suppose you got charge of the roads, and you
got the same money as the couunty now gets for the
maintenance of them !—Tt would not be adequate ; it
takes 5s in the pound to keep the roads here, for the
valuation of the town is very small. There are no
large buildings like other towns. The waintenance of
a short portion of the road here tukes £30 or £60 a
year, and the branch roads take £200 a year, and we
never could grapple with that even with the extensivn.

1149, I see at the time the former inquiry was held
evidence was given that the streets were in a very bad
state fora loug time, and the Commissioners had no
means of cleaning them I—The contractor is ealled upon
now, and he is obliged to clean them. The former
state of things has been remedied to a great ex-
tent.

120. Is there anything else that veeurs to you that
you would like to mention bearing on the subject of
this inquiry ?—I think the clerk has answered all the
questions necessary. o )

121. Is Rathkeale increasing in business or popula-
tion 1—It is keeping its place pretty well. The town
has very much improved for some years past. Trade
is, genenally speaking, very bad now, s0 that we cannot
boast, but, on the whole, the town has improved for
some years past. Qur fairs have been considerably
inercased. They are the Jargest fairs in Munster now,
and very important, and a great number of persons
attend them. We bave a pig market the day before
the fair,and a large number come from all parts of
Treland, and from England to it. The largest buyers
come to attend our fairs, We have sixteen fairs in the
vear, and sixteen pig warkets, and three of them are
recently established and they are improving rapidly,
and very probably they will be as large as the others

in o very hort time.

RATHXNALSN,
Mar. 19, 1587y

Mr. Stephen

Caser,

Mr. Daniel
Fitzgitbon.



RATHEEALE.
Mar, 12, 1879,

Mr. Joseph
Casey

Mr. James

Blackwell.

216

MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES COMMISSION.

Mr. Josgpn Casey, examined.

122. You are a member of the Town Commissioners
of Rathkeale}—I am. o

123. How long have you been a Commissioner?—
Since the adoption of the Act. . .

124, Do you remember the reasons for seeking this
former extension in 1861 1— Tt was just as our chairman
has stated ; by reason of our contracted area we were
not able to discharge the duties expected from us, or
give any benefit to the people in lighting the town.

125. Tt appears the area was not large enough 1—
No. I was going to observe that the vitality of this
town depends on its fairs and markets. e lave
sixteen caftle fairs, and sixteen pig fairs the day
previous to the cattle fairs. T am telling you this to
show the desirability of having our neighbours brought
in, and the justice of our neighbours taking their share
in the expenditure for their own accommodation.

126. You mean by neighbours the people living
immediately round the present town and outside it —
Yes. On the subject of the extension you asked what
would be their faelings, and whether it would he fair
and just to bring them in, and that is what I am
endeavouring to answer.

127. Then what is their feeling on the subject!—I1
have good reason to know, beenuse, in addition to being
Town Commissioner, I have the honour to represent
the electoral division of Rathkeale, which is far and
away larger than the township. I am the Guardian for
the last twenty years for the Rathkeale electoral
division.

128. Then is Mr. Casey correct in saying, that in
this proposed extension the entire electoral division of
Rathkeale would be taken in %—Yes, entirely correct.

129, What is the leeling of your constituents outside
regarding this extensivn I—They feel fairly and justly
towards the extension.

130. That it would not Le too much to ask them to
pay one-fourth rates for the advantages they get fiom
the town 1—No, L think, taking them as a whole, for,
as representative of the electoral division, I never met
anyone opposed to the doing of it.  As I remarked, wo
have, on the day before the cattle fair, a pig fair, and
we have erowds of people from the country, for buyers
come at a distance from Waterford, and they come up
here early for the fairs, and they make the day previous

to the pig fair another fair. Country people erow,| ;
here, and come up at night and in the early m"l‘ninm
and in the winter time, if the streets were not well
lighted and cleaned carefully, they would subject thee
selves to great abuse, both themselves and their mn:n.
These people come the night before for both fairs nne.d
they spend the greater part of the night in the T:an
Our fair is opened at daybreak, and business peo le
come in from great distances ; trains are a.rmngedpm
suit the carringe of stock., Where the fairs are Yery
early it is the greatest possible convenience to
people to have the town well lighted, and there
nothing dark or gloomy about this town.

131. How is the lighting done?—1It is by contrae
with the Gas Company.

1332, It is a separate company 1—Entirely separate,

133. They have a contract per lamp +— Yes,

134. How much is it '—£2 10s, for each lamp for
six months.

135. And there are certain hours stated 1—Yes -
these Jamps are the publie light. :

136, And the lighting of the town could be further
extended with advantage?—It would be further
extended, and the lights would be put closer together,

137. Does the lighting go as far as the buildings g
at present?—In a fair way it does. Not in the by
sireets; in the extremes of the town they are not as
well lighted as we ought to have them, if we could
afford it.

138. Mr. C'asey (Town Clerk).—The lamps lLave to
be extinguished early in the night in consequence of
not having suflicient revenue.

139. Witness.—I have nothing additional to add to
what has been stated. Under our monetary circumstances
the sanitary duty would be better done by the Guar-
dians, if the half of the rate was paid by the landlord.

140. Suppose you get this extension and that the
landlord was to pay Lalf the rates, then you would be
inclined to take up the work 7—Onr body would do it
far better then.

141. Your opinion is they would do it a great deal
better then ?—E’cs, and feel a greater interest in it. I
know the feelings of the two budies, and T can speak
coufidently.

Mr. Janes BrAckwELL, examined.

142, You are one of the Town Cummissioners of
Rathkeale1—I am.

143. Whast is the feeling of the outsiders who would
be affected by this proposed extension I—They are in
favour of it. The town is old and is not rated as high
as other towns with a smaller area. OF course, if it
was a modern town it would be rated higher.

144, I don’t think you can say Rathkeale has a low
valuation forits size —We have a good many landlords
and the places are not improved. They are like the
dog in the manger,

145. I understood you to say that Rathkeale had a
m valuation considering the inhabitants 7—1T think it

146. Have you any other town you would compare
it with +—Newcastle %Vast,'for instazca ; the houae]:%&t
sets for £13 in Rathkeale would bring £16 in New-
castle West.

147. Rathkenle has 3,000 inhabitants and it is valued
at £4,000, have you any reason to believe that a low
valuation, for it doesn’t appear from other towns to be
low 1—I think if it was a modern town it would be
higher. 'We would have better houses built, and the
rate wonld be higher. Ou the whole, I think it is
valued high enough at present.

148. You have heard the evilence given by the

Chairman and Mr. Casey, have you anything to add
about this extension or any extension =—No, I think
there is nothing to add except that it is very fair, and
that the people Jiving round seem all very favourably
disposed to the town. They arc all nearly aware of
this meeting to-day, and none of tltem have attended

_to give any opposition to it,

49. Is there anyone present who is not a Commis-
sioner —No. ;

150. Are the ratepayers aware of this meeting’—
Yes, several of the people outside are aware of the
meeting, and they have not come in.

151. You have all the Commissioners here to-day
except one. .

152. You say that this extension would take in the
ent{;e of Rathkeale division and portion of three others!
—Yes.

153. How much of the other three would be taken
in?—Rathkeale is 3,000 odd acres, and there 18 &
difference outside the town of about 2,374 acres, but
these others are only skirts or small little portions of
the divisione. s

154. Is it four or five electoral divisions that woull
be concerned in the extension +—Four and Rathkeale.

155. That is five altogether $—Yes.

The inquiry then terminated.
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BANBRIDGE—SEPTEMBER 10, 1879.

(Before the Caarryay.)

Mr. Witniay M‘CorMACK examined.

1. CuarrMaN.—You are the Town Clerk of Ban-
bridge I—I am.

9. Banbridge is under the Towns Improvement Act
of 1854 1—Yes.

3. When was that Act adopted %—In 1865 ; for all
the purposes of the Act.

4. Was the boundary fixed then?—Yes.

5. Was the usual Gazette notice given?—TYes.

6. Have the boundaries remained the same ever
since 1—Yes.

7. Isec by your return that the avea is 7634. 0r. 33».?
—Yes.

8. Whatis the valuation ¥—£12,517 13s. at the last
revision.

9, How much of that is land and how much build-
ings —Buildings ave £11,094 ; land, £1,071 10s. ; and
half the annual rents, £352 3s.

10. Has it been a gradually increasing valuation
here 2—Yes.

11. What was the population at the last census7—
5,600. With veference to that, I should say that Ido
not believe the returns sent forward were correct, and
I will state my reasons. I have heard from competent
authority that in the taking of the census of the town
some streets were omitted from the return sent forward,
viz., half of Reilly-street, Law’s-row, Doctor’s-lane, and

Friars'lane. Those four streets were not included in
the returns. I should say the population is now
upwards of 6,500.

12. Is the town divided into wards for municipal
purposes —Ves ; into two—the eastern and western
wards. They return five Commissioners for the eastern
ward and ten for the western ward.

13. What is the valuation of the two wards?—T
cannot tell you that.

14. Ave they fairly represented—that is, do they
get representation according to the valuation, as five
is to ten7—I think they ave fairly represented.

15. Is there any feeling, on the part of the Town
Commissioners or the ratepayers, that the wards should
be altered %—I have not heard of any.

16. Is the town in one electoral division *—Yes, in
the Banbridge electoral division.

17. Does that extend much beyound the present
boundaries of the town 2—Yes, I should say so.

18. How far would you say I—I cannot say.

19. Have you any map showing your own boundary
at present —We have,

20. Are the municipal and the Poor Law boundaries
conterminons —They are not. There are three town-
lands that are severed by the boundaries.

22. Would the outside boundary, marked on this
map with a blue line, be conterminous with townlands
(referring to map produced)t—1It would not cut through
several townlands, and I think only one or two fields
would be cut throngh by that boundary.

23. I want the ratesfrom 1874 up to 1878, inelusive

—the municipal, Poor Law, and county rates —

Muniolpal, TPoor Law. County.
s d. 8. d s d.

1874, . 0 8 0 8 19

1875, . 010 1 8 110

1876, . 0 10 e 111

1877, . 1 0 33 110

1878, . 0 8 1 3 0 7 for the one

half-year.

‘We have not yet struck a rate for this year.

24, How much was the county cess for the second
half of last year +—10d. was the amount.

25. Did you find 8d. a sufficient municipal rate for
1878 for all your wants?—Yes, because we lost the

sanitary powers ; they are now vested in the guardiaus.

26. But, if you were over 6,000 in populati
should be the Urban Snnitary’.&uthonpt?l—?‘?? ;3:::
not over 6,000 in population nu:ording.to the census
of 1871, althongh we would Lave been if the census
Lad been properly taken.

_27. However, you have ample power, if you peti-
tioned the Loeal Government Board -—We did petition
and they would not grant it.

28. When was that —About five months ago.

29. Was it represented to them that you were over
6,000 in population '—I should say it was. I believe
the difficulty was that the population was veturned as
under 6,000 at the time the census was taken, and we
could not go beyond that, nccording to the Public
Health Act. On the faith of the real census, we
imagined we would be able to take the sanitary powers
into our own hands, but there was an ohjection raised
by a certain number of ratepayers to the transfer.

30. On what grounds did they do that? Would the
work be as well done by the Town Commissioners as
by the gunardians?—1I think the principal reason of the
opposition was that several Town Commissioners were
in favour of having a public cemetery for the town, and
the people did not want to be taxed for that purpose.
I believe that was the reason.

31. Do the guardians, according to the opinion of
the townspeople, look after the samitary works pro-
perly —-Well, some people are satisfied and some are
not.

32. Is there any water supply here }—No ; there is
a dreadfully bad water supply, and several pumps have
been condemned on analysis.

33. TIs the supply entirely by pumps —Yes.

34, Have the guardians ever started any plan for
supplying a high pressure supply of water—No,

35. Arethe present Loundaries regarded with dissatis-
faction generally by the ratepayers, or by any section
of them I—Some of the Town Commissioners consider
that an extension of the boundary would be desiruble,
while some do not; and then there was a meeting
called, and there was a resolution passed that they
would not go in for an extension.

36. Was that resolution unanimous or carried by
a majority }—By a majority, because there was a por-
tion of the body opposed to it. 5

37. As far as you know the feeling of the Commis-
sioners, are they evenly divided, or is there a large
majority against extension I—1I really think they did
not go in for an expression of opinion on the subject,
as they, perhaps, might have done.

33 Have the ratepayers generally expressed an
opinion that the boundary ghould be extended?—I
believe there are many who think so.

39 Has there been any public meeting called on

subject 1—None. .
thio. '%‘o what extent do those in favour of extension
seek to have the town extended—is it to the blue line
marked by the Town Surveyor on this map 'l-—-_Yes.
The Town Surveyor was instructed by & commitiee
appointed by the Town Commissioners to take this
matter into consideration ; and Le was .s.p_pomted to
draw out the proposed extension, and this is what he
has drawn out.

41. When the report came from the Town ?su.rre_vor
what was done—As I tell you, a committee was
ed, and they were to report, and the matter

appoint: h
dropped. They did not report. L
41?‘!1.’6Yon say there has been a great deal of building

going on in Banbridge. At present is there much
buﬂdin‘;nin pmgressis-.;Not very much at present;
but I can tell you that sinc:h1831 thexﬁxgber]ns
i 831 were houses
incressed largely. In 1 ere -

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit

BosBRIDGE
Sept. 10, 1579,

—_—

Mr. William
Al*Cormack.




218

then built, in 1841 there were 573, in 1851 there
were 618, in 1861 there were 777, and in 1871 there
were 1,100.

43. So that in nearly forty years the number Las
nearly doubled $—Yes.

44. Is there much more good building-ground
within the present area, or are there better sites
within the boundary as marked out by the Town
Surveyor ~—There are some good building-sites within
the present township boundary; but I should say
there would be many better within the proposed ex-
tended boundary. .

45. Are there many gentlemen’s seats outside the
present boundary, and within the line suggested by
the Town Surveyor —There arve.

46. How many would you say—about how many
—There are certainly twelve ; and besides there is a
very large factory at Seapatrick, the village of Hayes-
town, and a large bleach-store at Ballydown. The
proposed township boundary also takes Killpack in, a
place that had 630 inhabitants at the last census.

47. Is the town very largely used by the gentlemen
living in that extended district, and other people living
within the proposed extension !—VYes.

48. Are you able to say, of your own knowledge,
that the property within the area marked out by the
Town Surveyor derives great benefit from its prox-
imity to the town *—1I should certainly say so.

49, Is it more valuable on that aceount %—VYes,
certainly. I believe that with an extended boundary
we would have an equalization of the rates; and if
we had an extended boundary, we would necessarily
have an increased population, and so command more
influence. We would be taking due credit for the
amount of business done, as exhibited by our traffe,
We would place ourselves in a better position to com-
mand the attention of Parlianment for measures which
may be introduced. We would be in a better position
to take charge of the sanitary affuirs of the town.

50. Wonld Seapatrick, where there are 600 inhabit-
ants, require extensive looking after in sanitary mat-
ters —Certainly ; and if they came into the township
we would be obliged to, and would look after them.

51. Would it be an advantage to them, in your
opinion, to be joined to the town, and if the town were
made the urban sanitary authority ?—Certainly. It
would increase the value of their property very much.

52. Would it facilitate you in Eetting a water sup-
ply, having the boundary extended *—It would.

53. How long have you been Town Clerk 2—Twelve

ears.

54. You know the district well, I suppose t—Yes.
If the extension were granted, we would have a larger
area for town and couwrt fines, and dog-tax; and if
we could get a separation from the county, one board
could manage the affairs better than several boards
and several sets of officers.

55. With refarence to taking charge of the roads,
do you think it would be fair, if the town got the
management of the roads, to get from these people the
same county cess as they pay at present to the Grand
Jury +—Yes ; and if it has been successful in other
Eowns, I do not see why it should not be successful

ere.

56. From your knowledge of the town, do you think
ym;h could manage these roads as cheaply and as well
as they are at present managed under the Gra
1 believe ws could. e

57. Is it your opinion you could manage the roads
of your own town better than the Grand Jury —I do
not say better, but quite as well. :

58. And as cheaply too 7—Yes; I believe so. As
parties living within the proposed extension enjoy
nearly all the advantages and privileges that are
afforded to those living within the present circum.-
scribed boundary, I think it would be fair that they
should contribute for that which they enjoy, in so far
as they reap the advantages of the markets, shopping,

attending. public worship, and lighting of the town,
They largely use and wear our streets and sidewalks,

MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES COMMISSION,

being passengers by our railways, and havine ;
town the heavy traffic peculiar tj(r) manufacmm;“r
cerns, and they consequently have everything ef-o‘:i‘
by those already taxed. 00
- 512 Do you light the township?*—Yes, the whole

60. What would be your proposal with &
these matters—would you extend the benefit of light-
ing to the entire district you suggest to be brought iy
and then make it pay the same rate; or woulg ygu'
leave the lighting as it is at present, and bring then
in on a differential rate '—If the lighting remains o5
at present, it would be better to have a differentia]
rate.

61. Tf you gave them exactly the same advantages
as you have in the town, why should they not pay the
sume rates; I suppose you are aware that land—
arable land—pays only one-fourth ; and under thege
circumstances do you think it would pay you to light
them, or that it would he better to let them stay as
they are as regards lighting, and bring them in on g
differential rate +—That is a question I could hardly
answer. If the Town Commissioners succeeded in
buying the gas-works, at a reasonable rate, from the
Gas Company, perhaps they might be able to light the
entire township properly.

63. Can you say that the opinions you have ey-
pressed are shared by some of the Town Commis-
sioners t—Yes.

64. Can you say that they are shared in by any
considerable portion of the ratepayers within the
present boundary %—I have not spoken to them verr
much. Some are in favour of the proposed extension;
but I question very much whether, if the matter wus
put before them at a public meeting, they would be
likely to go in for it.

65. On what grounds, have you heard, are others
of the Town Commissioners averse to the extension—
what grounds have they put forward against it i—
They never stated their reasons particularly.

66. With reference to the persons outside the pre-
sent boundary, what is their feeling on the subject —
‘Well, I think, after all, no matter how circumseribed
the boundary might be, people do not like to be put
into an extended boundary, because of being taxed.

67. Is it a question of taxation with them I think
that would be the great question.

68. Has there been notice given of this inquiry ¥—
I gave notice myself, and I saw another notice in to-
day’s paper.

69. We published it in the local paper?—I also
published it.

70. Wasit published last week +—Yes, in Saturday’s
paper, and in this morning's paper.

T1. What is the avea of the extended distvict?—
The difference between the present, and what is pro-
posed is 14774, Or. 36p,, making the total 22404. In
29p., and the difference would be 14774. Or. 367,

72. What is the valuation of that—1I cannot tell
you that. .

73. Would there be a very considerable increase 1
the valuation 2—Yes, I should say there would be 2u
increase of £18,000 or £20,000. ]

74. How would you propose that the extended dis-
trict should be added to the wards. Would you make
the outside district a separate ward from that com-
prised in the present boundary7—I would have an
addition made to the two existing wards, both eastern
and western. ; n

75. Having regard to the increased valuation wou
it not be b;an:begr tgalfavs one ward more, and to allow
the town wards to stand as they are, and to lessen the
number of representatives in those two wards—that
is, if you took off two representatives from the smaller
ward and three from the other ward, that would be
five, which could be given to_the new ward, and thus
the total number of representatives would remain &
at present +—I think that would be very fair.

76. And then you would have as large a ratepeying
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body in one as in the other —But you would have a
Jareer valuation.

77. But you would have fewer electors —Yes, that
is true.

; 73, Have you any idea how many ratepayers would
be brought in by this proposed extension, occupiers of
£8 and upwards 1—I cannot answer that question.
There is another matter I would like to mention with
regard to transferring the sanitary powers, We have
been placed in an awkward position with regard to the
markets. The Town Commissioners have for the last
ten years been anxious to get the control of the
markets of the town.

79, Who do they belong to at present—To the
trustees of Lord Downshire. The Commissioners have
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spent a considerable sum of money in trving to ce
by-laws passed, and to get the control of the J:ngn.rket.:st'
but not being the Urban Sanitary Authoritvy the;
consider the Public Health Act inferferes with them
in that respeet, and that they cannot take advantage
of the markets, as it prevents them doine so. Just
now the trustees of Lord Downshire ave willing to treat
the Commissioners liberally with reference to the
markets, and will hand them over their patent rights
to a certain extent, and give them the tolls for a cer-
tain rental, and the Town Commissioners would be
very glad to accept the offer if they were in a position
to take the markets nver, and I think that militates
very much’against the progress of the town.

Mr. Hucx GLass examined.

80. You are a Town Commissioner 1 am.

81. You have heard the evidence of the Town Clerk?
—1I have.

82. Do you agree generally with the views he has
expressed 1—1I do indeed.

83. And that it would be desirable to extend the
boundary to the line pointed out by the surveyor on
this map +—1I think that is a very fair line.

84, Of your own knowledge, does all the ground
within that area derive exceptional benefit and advan-
tage from its proximity to the town ?—I think there
is no doubt of that.

85. Do the owners and occupiers of houses within
that area derive the same advantage, and make the
same use of the town as the ratepayers +—Certainly.

86. Is it on that ground you think it would be fair
to have them brought in 1—Yes.

87. Do you think it would be desirable to bring
them in, giving them the benefit of the lighting, on
equal taxation to that which the townspeople are at
present paying or not to light the distriet, and bring
them in on a differential rating I swould say the
latter would be better, becanse otherwise we would
have a great many miles of road to light, and T don’t
think we could do it in any other way.

88. In every way you then agree with the evidence
the Town Clerk has given?—I do. I think he hes
given his evidence most fairly.

89. As far as you know do the people living within
this proposed boundary object to the extension, or is
their objection confined solely tothe maiter of taxation?
—I believe solely to the matter of taxation. I am
outside the boundary myself, and I would be a severe
sufferer in that respect, if the extension were carried
out,

90. You will have to pay more taxation?—Con-
siderably more.

91, And, notwithstanding that, you are in favour
of the extension?—I will tell you how it is. My
valuation in the town is £83 10s., and if the boundary
be extended my valuation would be £215 10s.

92. And yet you are in favour of the extension?—
Certainly. ;

93. Of course, then, you think it desirable you
should become the Urban Sanitary Authority +—Yes,
certainly,

94, And also get the control of the roads?—VYes.
I am not so certain about the roads. I do not know
that we could manage the roads much cheaper than
the county at present.

95. But are not divided Boards very much more
expensive - -Yes, that is true.

96. If you were the Urban Sanitary Authority,
then scavenging the roads would .come cheaper, and
keeping them up cheaper, because you would have a

certain amount over that you could use for other
purposes 1— Certainly,

97. You said you were in favour of a differential
rate. In your opinion should it be thrown on the
occupiers and the landlord. At present, under the
Public Health Act of last year, the sanitary and
poor-rate -is divided, in the rural sanitary district,
between the landlord and the tenant?—An opinion
has been expressed in other places, that the same thing
should be done with the rates in the extended district?
—1I think that would be an equitable way of doing
it

98, Is that your opinion? You are aware that
under the Towns Improvement Act, arable land pays
only one-fourth of the valuation. Isit your opinion
that that is too low? In several places what has been
stated is this—that in the case of all land within a
township, the really fair thing would be to make it
pay half of all rates, and divide them between the land-
Jord and tenant, but that this should not apply to the
county cess or road rates. It issaid so far as the
land is concerned at all events, the landlord gets an
increased rent for his land in and near a town, and
the tenant is able to pay a higher rent from the
advantages he gets from that land, and that therefore
it is not fair that it should pay only onefourth, and
that by the tenant?—Indeed I think one-half would
not be too much, and payable as you suggested.

99, Would you think that would be a fair way of
dealing with land in the borough, and also land
outside the borough, that would be brought ini—I
think there is no doubt that it would, and that the
enhanced value of all that land would be equal to the
additional taxation.

100. Do you think that the value of the land would
be increased in that area if brought in I—Certainly.

101. Are you sble to say that the land in that ares
Lrings & higher rent than land of a similar quality
farther off i—1 have no doubt about it.

102. Are you able to say to what extent 1—I know
that land immediately adjoining the town, lets for £5

£6 an acre for grazing purposes.
°r103. Wha.twonldthesagm land if two miles farther
off let for1—£3 or £3 an acre, I think it would be
unfair if the landlord did not pay his portion of the
tax on the land, whether inside or outside the present
orough. - .
’ l;f.Isthm any other Tm(}ommwma in

the extension +—I bel i We Are no¥ nnani-
ﬁ:ﬂ:rgat the extension would be desirable for the

town.

5. Do you feel yourself authorized to say under
t-'l:le1 oeondiﬁgns I Imie stated, that the Town Oom-
missioners would be in favour of it +—I believe if we
had a meeting $0-IMOITOW, there would be & unanimo ﬂ‘::
opinion in favour of the proposed extemsion on

terms you have

2F2
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Epwarp DOWDEN, M.D., examined.

106. Areyou in favour of the proposed extension —
T am very much in favour of it.

107. Do you agree with the evidence Mr. Glass
has given+—Yes.

108. Do you think it would be a benefit to the town
that you should have its boundary extended to the

extent suggested, and then be made the urban
sanitary authority, and get the control of the roads
and have the whole brought under the control of one
governing body *—That has been always my idea of
what was important for the town.

Mr. Grass, re-examined.

100. With reference to the questiouldof votinkg,
su ing this extension was ted, would you mnke
thgpzsxl;ided district into g;:: ward I—I think I
would.

110. Taking two representatives from one ward and
three from the other, that would make five, to be
given to the rural district altogether +—Inasmuch as
my own opinion is that theve should be a differential
vating, then T think that would be quite right.

111. You are aware that they would only pay at
present one-fourth valuation in the case of land?—
Yes.

112. Would your suggestion be to make them
one-half?—T would be in favor of charging land in the
extended boundary the same rate as land is now
charged in the immediate township. ButI would make
all land pay onehalf rate, divided between landlorg
and tenant.

113. What would you think of the alteration of the
wards as follows—to give four to the smaller ward
seven to the large ward, and then four to the new
district to be brought in %I think that would be an
equitable distribution of the representation.

Dr. Dowbex, re-examined.

114, What would you think of that?—I do not
think that would be an unfair representation. There
is one thing due to my constituents that I should
state. [ do not think I fully represent their views in
saying the extension boundary is universally viewed
by them as being necessary. Still T think it is by most
of them.

115. One would think the ratepayers inside the
present boundary would not ohject to the extension if
they thought they would get some little increase to
the funds to be paid by people who use largely and
avail themselves of the advantages of the town. It
would not increase, but would be likely to lessen the
taxation ?—There is something about putting in the
thin edge of the wedge, which crops up in this matter.
That is about getting up a new cemetery. I know
that, speaking on behalf of the Catholies, they are very
much opposed to that, because they have provided one

for themselves, and they do not wish to be taxed for
another, I think it is only fair that I should tell you
that.

116. Does not that question crop up whether the
boundary is extended or not?—I cannot understand
what the extension of the boundury has to do with it.
If the rural sanitary authority think that the town
requires a cemetery, they have power to promote it,
being the burial Loard, just as much as any other—
It is supposed by the majority of the Catholics here
that if the Town Commissioners got the powers vested
in them, as the wurban sanitary authority, they would
then construct a cemetery at the public expense,

117. The Zown Clerk.—I1 muy say for the Town
Commissioners that they, as a body, never went in for
providing a public cemetery.

118. Cmamymay.—To promote it or to prevent it!

The Zown Clerk.—Yes.

My, Saxmver Hirr examined.

119, What are your views on the subject of the
proposed extension 2—1 am opposed to the extension.
I think you should be prepared, if you tax the people,
to give them something commensurate with their
taxation. T believe that if the extension was granted
we would not be in a position to supply these people
—who would require gas, for instance—or anything
else commensurate with the taxation.

120. Would not the occupiers have sowething com-
mensurate for their taxation Ly the advantages they
derive from the town ; and has not the landlord great

advantages who gets a much higher rent for his ground
on account of its being so close to the town? If so,
why should they not both be made pay something
towards keeping up the town which gives them these
advantages ? If you give thewm these benefits, why
should you give them to them at the expense of the
townspeople #—1 cannot say that 1 am opposed to the
measure being carried into effect, but that was one of
my principal reasons. I may say I forego any oppost-
tion to the measure, if it is the wish of the majority
of the Town Couneil. -

Mr. RosErr M‘Creriaxp, Chairman of the Town Commissioners, examined.

121, Will yon state your views with regard to the
question of the proposed extension 71T hold the same
opinion that M‘l‘..H'IJ.l has expressed, that we could not
give them sufficient compensation for the extra taxa-
tion we would impose.

122. Do you think that the occupiers of the ground
5?1?1&? th;:l pm:;;t laoound&fy, and the houses outside
1t, dertve advantages from their proximity to th,

—1 think they do. . 4 gt
123. Do they use the town largely -—Yes. Th
berefit the town as well. I amrgngt speaking inei
selfish manner, because all my places are in the town-
ship at present, so that I am not likely to be further

taxed by the extension of the houndary.

124. Mr. Glass.—Do you think it is an honourable
feeling that the Commissioners have on the subject
proposing the extension *—I think it is an equitable
feeling in their minds. .

125. CmAmRMAN.—Suppose a recommendation was
made by us to extend the boundary as proposed by the
Town Surveyor, on this principle, that whatever the
town rates were the outside persons should only pay
one-half until they get the same benefits as the towns-
people, what would be your opinion?—I think that
would be very fuir. ¥

Mr. Hill.—T think, also, that would be very fair;
and it would lessen the rate on the people in the town.

[The inquiry then closed.]
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BALLYMENA.—SEPTEMBER 23RD, 1879.
[Before Mr. ExmaM, Q.c, and Mr, H. A, Ronryson.]

My, Frepenick MATHEWS examined,

1. CmarrMaN.—What is the present area of Bally-
mena L—Four hundred and sixty-six acres.

9 Is it under the Towns Improvement Act?—
Y‘i When was that Act adopted ?— Tmmediately
after the passing of the Act. It was the first town
that came under that Act.

4. That was in 18547 —Yes.

5. Were the boundaries fixed then—Yes, but they
were enlarged about ten years ago, long Lefore my
time as town clerk.

6. Have they remained the same ever since 7—
Yes.

7. Was the Act adopted for all the purposes 1—No,
only for lighting and cleansing. The water clauses
were never adopted.

8. Was the town previously under the 9th of
George IV.1—1 could not answer that question.

9. What is the valuation7—£20,231 10s., made up
of £806 15s. for land, and £18,549 for buildings, and
£575 15s. for half annual rents. :

10, What was the population at the last eensus 2—
1,934,

11. Is it an increasing population ?—1I should say
50, considerably.

12. How many new houses have been built within
the last six years?—One hundred and ninety-four
houses have been built and rebuilt within the last six
years, and 130 of those have been rebuilt since 1875,
the time of the appointment of owr present surveyor.

13. Tn what electoral division is the town 1—Bally-
mena.

14. T am aware that the Commissioners propose
an extension of the boundary—would the extension
proposed by the Commissioners still be in the electoral
division of Ballymena —VYes.

15. What is the avea and valuation of the electoral
division %—The area is 2,835 acres and 3 roods, and
the valuation is £24,851.

16, How far to the north does the electoral division
extend from the centre of the town?—About three
miles. Certainly over two.

17. What bave your rates been for the last five
years —The improvement has been, at all events, 1s.
in the pound, and a burial rate varying from 2d. to
3d. The poor ratein 1874 was 1s. 24. ; 1875, 1s. 4d. ;
1876, 1s. 1d.; 1877, ls. 13d.; 1878, 1s. 6}1d.; this
year it will be ls. 2d., that will be struck next
month,

18. 'What has been the county cess for that time!
—For 1874, 2s 1d.; 1875, 1s. 11d.; 1876, ls. 7d.;
1877, 1s. 9d. ; 1878, 1s. 10d. ; 1879, 1s. 8d.

19. Do the Grand Jury manage the roads}—7Yes,
and the Town Commissioners cleanse the streets.

20. Have you got a town surveyor here?—Yes;
since February, 1875.

21. Are you able to do your work properly with a
rate of 1s. in the pound 2—Not quite ; no.

22. Have you any water supply here?—No high
pressure water supply. There are a few public pumps.

23. You have been muking some sewers through
the town. Have you struck a special sewer rate for
making them }—No, they were paid for out of the
lmprovement rate.

24. Ts the town at present properly sewered -—Not
at all ; very far from it.

25. Is the sanitary condition as good as it should
be 2—Not at all.

26. You said that the Town Commissioners have
uot struck a sanitary rate or a sewer rate which they
might have done beyond the improvement rate—do
you know why they have not done so?—I cannot
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answer that question ; it is only two yeurs since I was
appointed, and there has not Leen any money spent,
nothing worthy of notice, since my time, )

27. The streets appear to be remarkably well
kerbed, and the footways ave in fair order —Yes.

28. Have the Grand Jury done that, or have you
d?ue the kerbing out of the improvement rate?—The
Grand Jury, within the last few years, has given a
moiety towards the expense of flagging, but not of
kerbing. Tn reference to the flagzing, the county
gave half, or gave what was supposed to be half, at
the time the contract was taken.

20. Have the Town Commissioners ever tried to
get the management of the roads, or do thev think it
desitable 7—There is & movewent going on at present
to obtain a separation from the county.

30. Do the Town Commissioners consider there
would be a saving—They conceive that they would
save 6d. in the pound per year out of the county cess.

31. Is that taking the county cess us low as it is
this year?—Tt was taken on the average of the past
six years.

32. Have the Town Commissioners, as a body, ever
considered this question of the extension of the
boundary *— Yes.

33. Ave there any wurds here ?—No.

34. What is their opinion as to the boundary—are
they unanimous on the point !—They were unanimous
in settling the boundary as marked on that map.
There was some difference of opinion at first.

35. We may take it that the boundary of the town,
as it is at present, is the red line, and that the pro-
posed boundary is the black line %-—Yes.

36. Does the existing boundary include the whole
of townlands, or divide them %—Well, in the existing
boundary there is part of the townlund of Ballykill,
and the rest is all the townland of Townpark, and
part of Ballyloughan and Brocklamount.

37. Ounly portions of them?—Yes; portions of
them,

38. Will the proposed new boundary include the
whole of those townlands?—2XNo : it is drawn without
reference to townlands.

39. How have you determined about the proposed
boundary =—'lhe Commissioners, as a body, went
vound the town and inspected it, and on that map
they marked those parts they thought it desirable to
have brought in.

40. Have they adopted a well defined boundary I—
I think they have. )

41. How many acres would there be in the proposed
extension 7—344 ; and its approximate valuation
would be about £761 on the le(x)nd, :;II £1,010 on tle

ouses : making about £22,000 in
. 49, {Vhatziﬁuld you say to taking in th.e whole of
the electoral division and making it coterminous with
the town itselft—1I think that would not do at all.

43. You see that there is only £2,000 of the valua-
tion left out—you gave us the valuation of .the electoral
division as £24,000%—If that was done it would ex-
tend the supervision of the Town Commissioners over

very large area. S
* 4e;y I:r&ould ; but you say the Town Commissioners
would be able to save 6d. in the pound on the roads
in the present boundary, and. if so, they ought to be
able to save more than 6d. on the entire electoral
division, because the roads in the area outside would
be less costly to keep up than those in the-t.o-wn;
while our warrant directs us, as far as possible, to
make towns coterminous with electoral divisions.
This is a town in which you say the electoral division
goes a very little further outside the proposed area, 5o
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that if we reported in favour of the electoral division
as the township boundary, it would only make the
diffevence about a couple of thousand pounds in valua-
tion more than you propose’—There certainly would
not he more than that difference.

45. Mr. RomixsoN,—Taking your own proposed
boundary, what wounld be the annual inerement to the
town fundsl—About £88 a year—that is taking the
approximate valuation that our surveyor has put upon
the land and houses that we propose to take in at ls.
in the pound. I was calculating, to put lighting in
their district would be £50—at any rate not more than
£60 a year,

46. CuarrsaN.—How far does the electoral division
extend round the town?—Three-quarters of a mile
on the west ; two miles on the north, on the east about
threc-quarters to onesixth of a mile, and on the
south it touches the electoral division,

47. Ts Ballymena the market town for all the people
regiding in the electoral division 2—Yes.

48, Have you been living a long time here 7—All

my life,

49. From your knowledge of the district, do all the
lands in the electoral division of Ballymena derive, or
are they made exceptionally valuable from their prox-
imity to the town +—1I think so ; certainly.

50. What would be the relative value of land, in
the furthest corner of the electoral division, as com-
paved with the same quality of land two or three
miles off I—I would not be competent to give an
opinion upon that as I know very little about the
value of land, but I should say that the nearer the
town the more valuable the land would be.

51. Have the Town Commissioners considered this
uestion, whether the lands and houses outside the
present boundary, if brought in should pay a
diffevential rate, if they are not 1it%—I never heard
that question raised.

52. Suppose they pay their full road rate to you,
and that you do not light their district, what would
you say to their paying a differential rate t—I never
heard the question raised, I was not aware myself
that there was such a provision in the law.

53. Nor is there, but we are to inquire whether they
should be brought in upon any and what terms, and
in several places it has been proposed to us that, forthe
present at all events, districts outside the present
houndaries of towns if brought in, should get the bene-
fit of the lights only, as far as the town bounds as at
present, that they should pay a differential rating
towards the town fund, from the extensive benefit
they get from the proximity of their lands to the town,
and for getting the benefit of the streets of the town
which they use so very largely —1I think that would
11);1 a very good and fair idea, as far as my own know-

54. Was that view considered by the Town Com-
missioners 7—No.
i 55. Can you say if the extension that the Town
ltfoum?o&ers have approved of, is viewed with
wvour by the majority of the ratepayers of the town ?
—Well, indeed, I heard very ]itt.leepzi the subject, I
searcely heard anyone objecting to it, with the excep-
tion of the proprietors of the Leehanmore Bleaching
Works. There is one of the ratepayers in the town
who told me he would produce evidence before you to
try to induce you to extend the boundary still further
in certain points.
56. Bearing in mind the desirability of adoptin
a well-defined boundary, do you thini the '}.‘)owg
Commissioners  would include the entire of the
townlands which are now partially included?—I
heard the question asked once or twice, seeing the
report of your proceedings elsewhere, with reference
to this question of the electoral division boundary being
made coterminous with our town boundary, and the
opinion expressed seemed to be against it.
57. Was that opinion grounded on this—that they
were afraid they would have to light that areal—T
believe it was, and also there was another point which

MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES COMMISSION,

led to their coming to that conelusion, and it was this
we are going to work to obtain a separation from the,
county, but then of course in the larger boundaries
move publicronds would be under the lanagement, of
the Commissioners. e

58. But you would get the county cess, ang anyong
would suppose that if they were brought in they would
be able to pay for themselves. If you can save 64
by the roads of the town, you ought to save g gl‘eat
deal more than that on the rest of the roads brought in
and those roads in the borough should cost agreat dmi
more than what the roads outside should cost ; so that
if those people have no more taxation put upon them
they cannot expect to save money by being brought
in. Tf you do not light them and get the ro brought
in, you ought to make money instead of losing money
on the roads +—Yes.

59. Mr. RoninsoN.—Did you say that you think
the general feeling outside is for an  extension, or in
that district proposed to be brought in, is there a
feeling against being brought in?—As I said
just now, I never heard a single expression of opinion
on the subject that I can remember with the exception
I have stated.

60. Have you heard any of the outsiders object —
I have not heard a word about it, except in the case
of the proprietor of the Leehanmore Bleach Works.

61, On what grounds do they object?—I cannot
tell ; 1 never heard any of their reasons, in fact any
information I got was rather indefinite.

62. Isthis a large concern —1Tt is, sir.

€3. Are they just outside the present boundary 1—
Yes.

64. Then they get almost at their door the henefit
of the lighting of the town without paying anything
towards it —The lighting goes out only to the railway
station. Thatis the nearest public point to them.

65. Is that close to them %—There is a long private
avenue leading down to their works.

66. What is the name of the electoral division
immediately to the south of Ballymena %—Ballyclug.

67. Were the Town Commissioners aware, at the
time they agreed to propose this boundary, that the
Select Committee of the Honse of Commons had ex-
pressed their opinion that no town should, if possible,
be in two electoral divisions—I thinlk not.

68. Because I see that in your proposed boundary
you include a small portion of land which is in the
Ballyelug electoral division. Is there any special
reason for including that small portion 7—1I don't know
that we proposed to go into the Ballyclug electoral
division. I was not aware that we did that at all.

69. Ave there any buildings there that would in-
fluence you in bringing it in+—We thought there was
some building-ground there ; and another reason was
to get down a road for the new sewerage outfall.

70. Was that the only reason?7—That was the
prineipal reason as far as I can remember.

i T1. You left out the union workhouse, [ see’—
es.

72. In which directions are building operations
extending in the town +—Along the Galgorneroad.

73. Ave they going on to any great extent outside
the municipal limits —Yes ; they are.

74. Is there sufficient ground within the present
municipal boundary available for building +—Yes ;
there is a good deal of land unbuilt on within the pre-
sent boundary.

5. In this proposed boundary would the arable
land that you propose to bring in be townparks or
accommodation land %—Most of it would be as at pre-
sent accommodation lands for the townspeople.

76, Omarryay.—Therefore, they probably would
not ohject to be brought in, because any little ad.l:htlon
to the rates would go in aid of their own rates in the
town?—Yes ; just so. b

7. Do the people who carry on business in the
town reside inside or outside the town?—The vast
majority reside in the town, but a few have residences
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outside. Some are now building residences outside the

town.

78. Are they villa residences—Those being built
now are.

79. Is there any special reason for building outside
the town, or is it for the purpose of avoiding the town
taxes?—I think not. I think no such idea entered
into their minds at all.

80. Are there any improvements requived for the
town which you would carry out if you had an in-
creased income —XNothing that any increase like that
suggested would give the Town Commissioners the
meaus of carrying out.

81. If you carried out any improvements would
they be a benefit to the people you propose to bring
in 7—Certainly, they would.

82. Do you think they would be an advantage to
persons residing within the electoral division?—I
would not go so far as to suy that.

83. Do your markets take place late in the day %¥—
The Saturday market does.

§+4. So that the people who come into the markets
have the advantage of the lights in your town —VYos,
in the winter months particularly, for it is long after
the lamps are lit when they leave the town.

85. What is the nearest market town to Ballymena?
—Antrim,

86. How many miles away is that —Eight Irish
miles.

Cross-examined by Mr. MM ullen, solicitor, on behalf
of the owners of the Leshanmore Bleach Works.

87. You say that the veasons that the Town Com-
missioners give for taking in the Leehanmore Bleach
Works into the proposed extension is for the purpose
of getting control of the roadway?—No; it was the
Chairman of the Town Commissioners said that; I did
not say it.

88. What benefit do the Town Commissioners pro-
pose to confer upon the Lechanmore people !l —The
usual benefit that is conferved upon all people coming
within the avea of a township,

89. Do you mean to say that you would give themn
the Lenefit of the lighting?—l think so, along the

- Galgorne-road.

90. Would you go no nearer to them with your
lighting than the Galgorne-road 1—I could not tell you.
I don’t think they would go nearer than the Galgorne-
l‘ti'ml- I am only speaking from my recollection of the
place.

91. Would you only give them lighting—you would
not give them sewerage?—That would come into the
sewerage scheme,

93. But the sewerage scheme hasnot been approved
of =—TI know that.

223

93. You say that the intended increase, or at least
the proposed increase in the valuation of the laud
would be £761 7—Yes.

94, And of houses £1,010 =—Yes,

95. How much of that increase would the Leehar.-
more people contribute if they were brousht in I—The
present valuation of the Leehanmore Works is £130,
and £220 on forty-five acres of land.

96. And in return for what they would pay on that
you would only give them lighting upon the Galgorne-
rond—And any other advantages they would derive
from their junction with the town.

97. What other advantages 1—I could not suy.

98. Mr. Roeissox.—Would you tax them for the
advantages they now enjoy —That would Le a verv
material item. They enjoy all the advantages of th»
town from being close to the town.

99. M. A*Mullen.—How do they enjoy any ad-
vantiges?  Don't you think the proximity of the
Green to the town confers greater advantages upon
the town than the town confers upon it !—I cunnot
see how that would be.

100. Do you think that the same land, if occupied
for building purposes, would be as valuable as if
occupied for bleach green purposes I—As valuable to
whom ?

101. Toanyone —The owner would get more money
for it for building purposes, I should say.

102. Would you be surprised to find the land three
times more valuable for bleach green purposes —If you
say 50, I would not be surprised; I know nothing
about it. '

103. Is the land let for building on the Galgorne-
road at £ an acre —Yes, I know one case, at all
events, that pays £5.

104, Has the same Jand been let in close proximity
to the bleach works on the Galgorne-road I—Yes,

105. Did you ever hear how much it was let for I—
No.

106. It is above £10?—1T have not the least
iden.

107, Tf you had the control over the lower portivn
of the ground, that is down towards the site of the
proposed sewerage tanks, would that for your present
purposes be suflicient!—How do you meun * for our
present purposes 1" )

108. Do you want the control over the eutire
works —1I don’t know what you menn about wanting
any “control.” The Town Commissioners want tu
extend the boundarvies in order to make the area of
taxution larger.

109. If vou take in the Leehanmore Works, for
what reason do you take them in, and exclude tho
buildings and houses on the south side of the roud !
—1 cannot answer that question.

Mr. RoBERT SIMPSON examined.

110. Cuarryan.—Arve you the Chairman of the
Town Commissioners 7—Yes, for about three years.
111. Have you considered the question of the ex-
tension of the boundary 1—We have.
. 113. Peé you and the Town Commissioners consider
% desivable that the boundary should be extended—
€s.
113. Can you say whether or not it is the feeling
of the ratepayers of the town, as well as the Town

Commissioners, that some extension is desirable?— -

Any of them that I met with agree with me.
114, Do you approve of the houndaries as marked
on this map with the black line -—Yes. '
115. Have you considered, supposing the boundary
was extended so as to take in the whole of the electoral
division, whether it would be fair and right to bring
-In the persons outside the present boundary on a
differential rate, and not to give them the benefit of
the lighting for the present—1I mean until you would
be E_tble to light them?—1I am in favour of that sup-
posing we got separated from the county; so that we

would be able to give the people in the electoral
division, outside the present boundary, eiual terms to
what they are at present getting from the county.
116. Are yon in favour of having the present
boundary and the proposed boundary put under the
management of the Town Commissioners, and taken

wway from the county $—Yes. )
117. Would a saving be effected by that!—Yes, we

think so. .

118, Are you of opinion that a saving would be
effected even supposing there would be no alteration
of the boundary '—Yes. )

119. Ts it then your opinion that if you were taken
away from the county the boundary should be increased
to the whole of the electoral division, and that yuu
should not, for the present, be required tolight the
roads outside the present boundary, and that the
people in the outside district should not be required
£6 pay the same improvement rate as the townspeople !

T would be in favour of the schere that they skeunld

pay half the improvement rate, and the whole county
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cess, supposing that half the present improvement
rate would not increase their present taxation. My
veason for answering in that way is, that I don’t know
that the outside portion of the electoral division would
be much benefited—they might be slightly—by their
connexion with the town.

120. Can you say if the land in the furthest corner
of the electoral division is more valuable than land of
similar quality three miles away from the town?—I
believe that farms close to the town bring more money
than farms further off,

121. Is that from their proximity to the town!—
Yes,

122. Then that is an advantage both to the land-
lord and the tenant}—Yes, to both.

123. Do yon consider it fair that both the landlord
and the tenant should contribute something towards
keeping up the town which makes their land more
valnable?--I think they should, where the land is
in close proximity to the town.

124, Is the land within the whole of the electoral
division here exceptionally valuable in your opinion
from its proximity to the town —Yes.

125. Suppose you brought that land in at half the
improvement rate, which would be putting at the
maximum sixpence upon the valuation,and thatthe six-
pence was divided between the landlord and tenant,
do you think it would be fair to make them pay the
sixpence between them, when their land derives ex-
ceptional value from their proximity to the town?
—1I don’t know that I can answer that guestion. I
think they should be brought in, but only on the terms
that we get a separation from the county.

126. Suppose you do not get that separation, would
you think it fair to make a landlord, who derives
such exceptional benefit for his land from its prox-
imity to the town, pay threepence in the pound to
the rates of that town, and also to make the tenant
pay threepence 1—I don't know that the land on the
outside of the electoral division, except where it is in
close proximity to w» town, such as Ballymena, is of
such value as that its landlord and tenant should come
in and pay sixpence.

127. Within the electoral division does the land
derive exceptional benefit, and does it bring anincreased
market value ?—I think it is of more value.

128. Is it to the extent of sixpencein the pound on
the valuation —T think if I had a farm within two
miles from Ballymena, and a farm five or six miles
out, or even four or five miles away, I would rather
pay sixpence in the pound to the town rates, than have
a furm of equal value that distance away,

120. Can you say from your knowledge of Bally-
mena, what is the market value of Jand in the electoral
division, as compured with the same quality of land
further away 7—1I could not answer that question.

130. Mr. RosivsoN.—Do you consider that the
fact of land being more valuable owing to its prox-
imity to the town, is of advantage to the tenant on
whom the municipal rates are assessed, as the law at
present standst—VYes, T do.

131. What advantage does the tenant derive from
the land being more valuable 1—He gets a better price
for his crops when he is nearer the market, and has
that market at his door.

132. But he has to pay a higher rent?—Yes, he
pays a higher rent for town parks.

133. CHATRMAN.—As the law stands at present he
would pay a fourth if in the township, and that is con-
sidered too little by many people. If half of that was
thrown on the landlord, and half on the tenant, they
would each only pay three halfpence in the pound?
—1I think they would each get very good value for
that taxation, added to which we would be able to save
for thern sixpence in the pound on the roads, if we

got the management of them. -

134. The sixpence they would thus save would more
than pay for their rates, even if they had to pay one
halfpenny, so that they would not be a bit worse, but,
in fuct, better off I—That would be so if our caleulations

were correct ; but those caleulations canno b
garded as perfectly correct without knowing what ;:
actual expenditure for keeping up the ronds woulg b:
135. From your knowledge of that district ami
taking the case of gentlemen residing in that disty
do they derive benefit to the extent of sixpenes inngit'e
pound from their proximity to the town?1—I think
they do, by getting the town properly cleaned and
flagged, and coming in to make their purchases,

136. Do they derive, in your opinion, the same
benefit as the people of the town themselves‘!_.']hr
do.

137. Do you see any objection to taking in )
wlole of the electornl division —In drawing this line
for the present boundary, we kept in view probable
building-ground.

138. I understand that was taken in view of chars.
ing building-ground the full rate; but we put the
question as to a differential rate. Suppose that there
was a differential rate, and yon were not obliged to
light the district, because at first you might not be
able, on account of the taxation you would get from
them, to cover the cost of the mains, would there be
any objection to the Town Commissioners managing
the entire district, and would you think it right that
they should pay half the rate?—I don't think themw
would be, and I think that would be fair,

139. If you got the roads over all the electorl
division would you not be able, with one staff; to
manage them cheaper, and save the ratepayers in that
outside distriet at least sixpence in the pound I—Yes:
but I think that the occupiers residing in the outer
portions of the electoral division would object to he
brought in except we can show them that they would
lose nothing by being brought in.

140, There has been a strong feeling that the people
close to the town have no right to put on the rate-
payers of the town altogether the cost of keeping up
that town which they so largely use, and derive so much
benefit from, from day to day; and it is said, why
should they not pay something towards keeping the
town up? Do you agree in that opinion }—Quite so.

141, Mr. RopivsoN.—Are you in favour of including
arable land within the town ?—Yes.

142. Would you give the owners of that land any
extra benefit beyond what they now enjoy +—I would
bring them in for the genmeral improvement of the
town.

143, Does the town need improvement to which
you would apply this inereased income }—The present
rate is searcely sufficient to keep up the town.

144, Do not these people, coming into the town,
confer advantages on the town —They do. )

145. Do not the proceeds of the sale of their agr-
cultural produce find their way into the pockets of the
ratepayers, and help to support the town to a certain
extent I—We are an agricultural community here to 8
great extent, so that the markets are more or less
supported by the people outside. )

146. Ts the town properly sewered, according to
your view - -No.

147. CHAIRMAN.—Would it be an advantage, at all
events, for the gentry immediately outside the town,
that the town should be properly sewered f—Yes.

148. And that all the sanitary arrangements should
be made better 1—Yes, it would. .

149. Then would it be right, in your opinion, that
they should contribute something towards the sewerage
and sanitary arrangements of the town !—I consider
that they should. .

150, M. Rosrysox.—Do you consider that the im-
provement of the town would be an advantage to the
people outside —1I do.

151, Does your proposed boundary, as mp?mnmd
on the map, include any property of the farming class
who have not got: property in the town }—LIt does not.

152. CeairMaN.—Do you mean that there ave 10
farmers in the district besides those who have res-

_dences or property in the town —No.

153. M, Ropixsox. —Within the proposed boundary
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[ am talking of I—In the proposed boundary there nre
o farmers’ vesidences that T remember.  All the land
is held by the people of the town, as far as I know.,

154. Ts there any reason why this portion of the
electoral division of Ballyclug should not be left ot ;
ar is there any special veason why that portion slould
be brought in!—If we e enabled to carry out the
sewernge scheme, there is arond down there leading
Jdown from the eonnty-vond across into where the pro-
posed outfall will be. Tt would save the ratepayers a
very great deal by including this road ; and, therefore,
on making out the proposed extension, the Town Com-
missioners took that portion in,

D)=

=i

) 13-‘).] Then You consider it of importance that this
mece should he ineluded —Yes, T do; that is, if they
carty out the sewerage scheme, ' )

156, W hel-e: will the sewerage go to l—It is to be
drawn away after being purified,
o = ;
. ld?f. Could yon not carry out the scheme without

_mt ~-It could not be done so cheaply, T helieve it
would be a great saving of woney to get in there and
cart it away. Tt would suve making a new voud,

1 138. 1 see you have taken in one portion of the
;q1mclm-_y on the west where there is a railway ; what
railway is that2—The Cushendall Railway.

My, W, A, Youne examined.

159, Cranax.—Do you see any oljection to taking
in the"electoral division !—I can mention an objec-
tion, though you would tuke in a lwrge number of
liouses by doing that. You would take in a great
deal of property on the north of the town, and leave
out a great deal more valuable property on the south
that is neaver to the town itself.

160. Do you think that if the town was extended
so0 as to include the electoral division, the people ve-
siding in it devive snch advantage from their prox-
imity to the town, that, at all events, a fourth of the
taxation would not press unduly upon them ?—T thinlk
not.

161. What would you say to one half 7—That would
be worse. I think they ave entitled to pay a certain
proportion.

162. Suppose the rate was one-half, and that wus
divided between the landlovd and tenant, the incre-
ment would be puid by the landlord and vor by the
tenant - -(No answer). ’

163. Is the extension requived to inerease the funds
of the Town Commissioners for the purpose of effecting
some improvements that are requived in the town —
Yes ; and to bring in buildings we have no control over.
There are a great many buildings being erected that
we have no control over,

164. Suppose offences ave committed in the union
workhouse, where are they tried 2—Before the county
magistrates.

165. Where are the nearest petty sessions }—In the
town of Ballymena. ,

My, S1mpsoN cross-examined.

166. My, Af*Mullen.—You say that in forming the
proposed bonmdary—in laying it down—it was with
the view of taking in priucipally huilding ground 1—
That was one of the objects.

167. I suppose that was the primary and leading
object I—That, and taking in buildings that have been
built and that have lieen receiving benefits from the
town.

168. Is the north side of the Galgorme-road more
occupied with buildings, and more likely to be
occupied, than the southern sidel—At present it is
more occupied.

169. In your present extension you have left out
the greater portion of the northern side of the
Galgorme-road, and the buildings on it. Have you
taken as much on the north side as on the southern
side of the road ?—1T think so.

170. Do you think the Leehanmore grounds, on the
southern side of the Gulgorme-road, are as likely to
be building ground as the land on the norther side?
—I do, up to that point.

171. And you think that almost the entire of the
land of the Leehanmore Bleach Works will be build-
ing ground?2—1 do not, at least immediately. I do
ot believe they will.

172, I presume, you would say, that the land
oceupied at present by the Leehanmove Bleach Works
on the southern side of the road ave more likely to be
occupied sooner than the lands further awayl—I

80.

173. So then, that primary ground would not afiply
to the lower portion o?the grougrllds of the Leehanmore
Bleach Works ?—It would not at present.

174. Have you any other object, in bringing in the
lower section of the Leehanmore Works, than the one
You have already wmentioned ?—None, more than
faking in the Lechanmore property within the
boundary, because they should, in my opinion, pay
their fair shave of the rates where they:receive such
benefits from the town.

175. And because they have a high valuation they
would contribute a large amount?—In point of fact,
In drawing cut the boundary we never considered who

was inside or who outside of it. We were anxious to

get a defined boundary. .

176. Don’t you know thatthe land used for bleaching
purposes is more valuable than land used for Luilding
purposes | —If you asked my judgment as representing
the Commissioners, I could not answer the question ;
but if I was asked my own opinion, I would say that
building ground would be more valuable. That is my
opinion.

177. Would yon be surprised to learn that the
lands on lease at Lechanmore are bringing in thre
times us much as building ground in the iwmediate
vicinity I—1I don't know indeed. Will that land hbe
bringing a rent as much as the building ground?

178. Yes, let upon leases as long us you like
With regard to the lighting, would you propose to
light the Leehanmore property any neaver than the
Galgorme-road 1T think not. o

170. By an extension of the lighting alomg the
Galgorme-road, would you confer a benefit upon the
Leehanmore Works greater than what they nww
receivel—YVes. People going to the works would
have the benefit of the lighting. )

180. Don't you know that the lighting goes as fur
as the railway station, at present, which is quite close
to the entrance to the Leebaumore Works I—T don'’t
know how near it is. .

181. Probably the Commissioners think they have
enjoyed that benefit quite long enoughl—Yes; that
is what we do think.

182. Would vou make them pay for the lighting of
part of the Galgorme-road, although it is a consider-
able distance fram theiv works —I would not make
them pay for it. ) ,

183. But if you brought them in you would i—I
think if they ave brought in they should have to pay
their fair portion of the rates the same as the others.

184. The full amount?—Yes; the same as the

ers, from their sitnation. )
S5, Fou ik that if they were brought in.they
should be rated the same as business houses in the
middle of the town '—Yes, such a valuable propercy

as you say it is, 2 G
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185. Do you think it confers a greater benefit upon
the town than the town upon the bleach-worksi—I
think the benefit is mutual. I think itis. There is
benefit devived from the bleach-works by the town, and
benefit by the bleach-works from the town.

186. Could they not exist if there was no town
there at all +—They would requive some place for their
people to live in.

187. Could not they live without the town atall#—
I don’t know how 1 could unswer that question.
They ave the Letter of getting their supplies from
Ballymena.

MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES COMMISSION.

Mr, Young.—I wish to say that Lechanm
within the line of boundary {lmt we marked c:::h,m
there are other places nearly as valuable ag Leehwmml]
that come in within that Loundary. There ism om‘
house that comes in. ¥ o

188. Mr. RopinsoN.—Then you propos :
yourself &—Yes ; becauso it 0011333 fllri)r]}lr 1.1reit,],t"_§l m
boundary. I would be very glad to do so.

189. Do you own it in fee or are you subject to
rent !—I am the owner in fee. A present I
the benefit of the town and pay very little tax

enjoy
€s.

Mr. Anexanper CaruTi examined.

190. Cuarryay.—How loug have you been o Town
Commissioner -—For nearly twenty years.

191. Was there much addition made at the time
of the extension of the original bounds?—Not very
much.

192. From your knowledge of the town for the lust
twenty years, do you think it would be desirable that
there should be now an increuse of the boundary —
Yes ; but to what extent is a question,

193. Are you aware of the value of land in the
vieinity of the town?—I should say so, for I am a
solieitor practising here for the last twenty-five years.

104. What is the value of land at the northern
portion of the electoral division as compared with land
of a similar quality three or four miles off =—Do you
mean as rent or as purchase.

195. As rent?—Where people living in the town
send their cattle to townparks within a radius of a
mile of Ballymena, they would let at one-third more
rent than land which is three or four miles away.

196. Have you seen the boundary that is proposed
by the Town Commissioners, this black line on the
map I have not examined it, but ] know pretty
accurately what it is intended to be.

197. Would you say that that would be o fair ex-
tension 4T think that in one direction they scarcely
go far enough. I would be mther disposed to go a
little farther.

198. Tn which direction?—T think upon the Gal-
gorme-road ; in that direction the line that they have
taken may be an accurate one, but T would have gone
further,

199. The difficulty we are under is, that except there
is some overwhelming reason we ought not to propose
an extension in that direction beyond the present
electoral division. What is your opinion of the pro-
posal to make land pay half the town rates, and to
divide that half between the landlord and tenant, that
is on the principle that they both derive exceptional
benefit from having the land used as a market garden,
and townparks, so near the town, and that the land-
lord who gets a high rent should contribute something
towards the keeping up of the town which enables the
tenant to pay that rent, and that the tenant should
pay half also, because he has the market at his door,
«wnd has a greater profit than he would have elsewhere ?
—There is not much of that sort of thing here, market
gurdens, and so on. The outside land is principally
townparks. In the direction of the electoral division
the land does become valuable as building-ground,
undoubtedly.

200. If the landlord gets a third more rent on

account of the land being townparks, it would appear
not unveasonable to say that he should pay one-fourty
of the town rate for keeping up the town. Besides
that, would you think it desirable to have the place
under one undivided management?—I dox’t like tle
boundary of the electoral division exactly.

201. If possible we would like tofollow the boun
of the electoral division I—If it is to be that way [
don't see any greab objection to including this portion
of the (lectoral division, because, undoubtedly, the
land is valuable for building purposes. At Brockls.
mont, I built my own house there, and there is more
building-ground outside there.

202. Supposing the electoral division boundary is
followed up there, wonld you see any objeetion to follow
the electoral division boundury in the other place -
No, in the view you have put I wonld see no objec-
tion, particularly by carrying out the scheme that the

~ management of the roads should be in the hands of the

Town Comuissioners, if we could get a separation,

203. Do you think that deyirable’—Yes. If the
Town Commissioners do not have to light the wholeof
these voads.

204. No one would dream of saying that they should
light the whole of the roads out to the end of the
electoral division, because it would not pay them!—
Yes.

205. They ave lit up o a certain distance, and when
they get out into the country roads they would not
require lights 1—Yes.

206. Would you consider it desirable to have the
clectoral division ineluded in ovder to have one scheme
for the sewerage of the town and district?—If that
boundary is found most suitable of course it would be
most desirable to have it, and in the carrying out of any
sewerage scheme wherever the worksconnected with the
sewerage are they should be within the municipal boun-
dary, becanse it would afford facilities for taking the
land which they cannot take outside the boundary with-
out going to extra expense, and, therefore, to have all
the land they would require for such a purpose inside
the boundary would be a saving of ex] .

207. If 1:'11'1}; electoral dlﬂsmng boun:garywns adopted
there would be no practical difficulty in the way, the
only question might be the making a road which would
cost a little more if it was made within the electoral
division instead of outside it

Mr. Young.—That would be a considerable cost.
There is a difference of opinion as to where the out-
fall should be. We want it here (pointing to map),
the Local Government Board want it here at Spencers-
town.

My, MaTHEWS re-examined.

208. CmarrMaN.—What is the quantity of land in
the portion of Ballyclug that you propose to take in—

what townland is it in1—Ballee, and the extentis
755 acres.

Mr. SawveL M‘EKAy examined.

209. Avre you in favour of the proposed extension )
—ILam. There are a great many houses just adjoin-
ing the present boun which they are leaving
out. They are ouly a few perches from the present

boundary, and they derive all the benefit of the town,
of the lighting, and cleansing of it, and they have the
post office, and transact their business in the town the
same as we do who live in it.
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210. Iu the propised extension by the Town Com-
missioners would those houses be included —They
would not, but by taking in the electoral division they
would.

211. Ave you in favour of taking in the electoral
division ?—T am ; for instance, on the Ballymena line

.seven years ago there was ground let at the vate of
23d., and ab present that ground is letting at 2s. a
foot as building ground.

212. Would that ground be taken in '—Yes ; and
the houses built upon it, and a small portion of the
railway would be, but not far enongh.

213. Do you think it would be fair to bring in the
whole of the electoral division +—1I do.

214, Would the town farms and arable land which
are benefited by the town be taken in?—Yes; I have
one myself of 11 or 12 acres. .

215. Would you object to be taken in, and pay your
portion i—1I would not.

216. Is the land more valuable on account of its
proximity to the town?—VYes ; it realizes £3 an acre
as townparks.

217. At all events is it more valnable thay if it was
two or three miles off 2—Lord Wavenev is lettine sueh
land at the present moment at £2 15y, au ucre, us fur
as I can learn, and he would not get that if the land
was further off. I think he is only getting about 10s,
an acre about three miles off.  Theve is another Mint
—though, perhaps, it is not within the scope of your
inquiry to consider—and that is with vewsard to the
connty cess here. If a house is vacant we are bonnd
to pay county cess for it. I think while it is not juo-
ductive we have a right to met it off,

218. Would you be in fuvour of takine over from
the county the management of the roads2—I certainly
would. As we are now situated the Commissiouers
expend portion of the rate in cleansing the strests,
whereas the Aect of 1854 states that nothing shall be
taken off the county in that way unless by agreement.
Therefore we pay a local rate for cleansing the strects,
and we pay county cess also. I think the voads ad-
joining the town ave kept in better order and cleaner
than some of our streets are. I do not think we
should pay for the one work twiee,

Mr. JosErr GILMORE examined.

219. You are one of the partners in this concern of
the Leehanmore Works 7—Yes.

220. How many hands Lave you at worlk theve 1—
About seventy.

221. Do they live in the town, or elsewhere I—They
live in various places—some in the town, some at
Harryville, some at Harkill, and some at other
places.

232, Is not Harryville in the boundary I—Yes, it is
part of Ballymena.

223. Do you object to being brought within the
town boundary —1I object, if it is going to be made
so small as what is talked of at present.

224, Would you object if the whole electoral
division is taken in ?¥—1T would not.

225, Do you think an extension of the town is
desirable '—1I cannot say. It is not at all desirable
to us. We can do very well without it. We derive
no benefit whatever.

226. CrarryaN.—From being close to the town 7--
Not the slightest. We lave our railway to bring in
the stuff to us, and to take it away again.

2327, Don't your work-people use the town laxgely?
-=Yes, but I think our wages are spent in the town.

228. To get to the railway station must you not
use a portion of the town 2—No, sir.

229. You must, because the railway station itself
is some little distance from the town—We go by the
Galgorneroad to go to the station—up the avenue.

230. Tf you had not the town of Ballymena you
would not probably have a station there at all, or the
railway there, if you push the matter a bit further 1—
I think there is something in that.

231. Would you be satisfied if the whole of the
electoral division is brought in?—Yes. There are
a few who should be breught in. I have not a list of
them. Mr. Montgomery should be brought in.

232. My, Montgomery is in another electoral
division which we cannot touch %I hear that Mr.
Caruth and Messrs. Casement are also in the other
electoral divisions.

233. Would you think it fair to the people of Bally-
mena that the town should be extended so as to
comprise the entire of the electoral division ?—I don't
know about the fairness of it ; they want it because it
will make their rates cheaper.

234, Suppose there is this differential rate on arable
land, that is one-half, and that that half is divided
:et;vgan the landlord and tenant }—I think that would

e fair,

235. Would you consider it of advantage to your
] if the sanitary condition of Ballymena was
improved, and proper sewerage made —It would.

236. Would it, in your opinion, be much better to

have it all under one management—that of the Urban
Sanitary Authority, and that they should have the
management of the roads of the entive distriet, and
the management of the town #—1 think so.

237. Mr. M fullen.—To the present proposed
extension would you offer any ohjection ?— Yes, we
do not like it.

238. On what grounds? Do you consider that it
would confer any benefit upon you for the money they
would receive annually cut of you in rates 2—I do not
know 6f any.

239. I bLelieve the lighting would not be brought
nearer than at present ?—No, it would not be of any
use to us.

240. What benefit will it confer on the Leehanmore
Works unless they take away the sewerage which at
present flows into the works %—That would save usa
great deul of loss. They dirty our water sometimes,
and it is sometimes in o filthy state, and we have to
re-wash the cloth again.

2¢1. I understand it is the intention of the Com-
missioners no longer to allow it to deposit at your
head-race t—1I think that is anly theory.

242, T understand thut the plans ave actually before
the Local (lovernment Board, and all they want is
that they shall earry away the outfall further I—And
that is all we want too.

243. Would not that confer great benefit I—Yes,
taking the sewage ont of our race.

244. In connexion with the proposed scheme suj-
pose they stopped at where they did, do they then
take awny the sewage from your head-race I—But if
they create a nuisance into the bargain, what will be

done then. ) .
945, They cannot do that, because if they attempt

to create a nuisance you have the means of preventing
them. 3 ‘

Mr. Young.—If we throw the sewage into the tuil-
race it will do no harm.

946. CHAIRMAN. —In reference to the present
sewerage scheme, Mr. Gilare, do you object merely
to the outlet of it -—Yes. ol

947. You admit it would be a benefit if it did not

lute your water i—Yes.

POISIB. If a proper sewerage. scheme were carried out
would it be a great benefit to you'—We would want
tanks through the town. ) e )

249, Tf any extension is desirable, is it your opinion
as a fair man—you say others should be brought in
as well—that there should be an extension to bring in
the whole of the electoral division ?—Certainly, and
we will come in and be satisfied.

The inquiry then closed.

2G?2
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PRE . MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES COMMISSION,

BALLINA.—SEPTEMBER 4TH, 1879.

BALLINAL
Sept. 3, 1870, _
= [Before Mr, CorToy and Mr. ROBINSON ]
Mr, Johi Mz, Jomy CARoLAN examined.
r. John

Carolan,

1. Mr. Corrox.—You are Town Clerk of Ballina !
—Yes.

9. How long have you held that post?—For over
twenty years.

3. %E{Icr what Act is the town governed?—The
Towns Improvement Act was adopted 10th December,
1853.

4, Was it previously wnder any Acti—No. )

5. What is the population of the town 2—5,551 in
1871. J

6. Do you know whether it is increasing since
that?—I believe it is.

7. That includes both sides of the river?—VYes. T
took the number from some document the constab-
ulary had at the time.

8. Mr. Ropinsox.—Was the Act adopted for all
purposes t—Yes,

9. Mr. CorroN.—Has the population increased
since 1871 #—1I think it has considerably.

10. You don't know us a matter of fact, whether
it is over 0,000 *—Except to offer an opinion, I believe
it is.

11. Do you think the census of 1881 will show a
population of 6,000 +—I think it will.

12. Is building going on to any extent in the town ?
—To some extent, not very much.

13. What is thearea of the town at present +-—1,058
acres 16 perches.

14. And the valuation —4£8,295 7s. in 1878.

15. Has the valuation been increasing of late years ?
—Ves.

16. On how much is the full vate struck, and how
much one-fourth 1—Full rate is struck en £7,005, and
one-fourth on the lands.

17. There are two wards in the town 2—Yes.

18. That is the two sides of the river =—Yes.

19. Do you know the separate area of each I o,
The Ballina ward has an area of 656 acres 1 rood,
and Avdnaree ward 401 acres 8 roods 16 perches,
The valuntion of Ballina wavd is £5,845, and of
Avdnarvee, £1,388. The fishery is valued at £980.
There are two electoral divisions in the town.

20. They are also separated by the river —Yes,

2L, Can you give me the rates struck since 18741
—VYes. In 1874 mumicipal rate was 1s 4d. and 4d.

22. What was the 4d. for 1—For water ; that was
before the transfer of samitary jurisdiction to the
Guardians.

23. In 1875 what was the rate --—1s.

24. In 1876 1—1a.

25. Ia 18779—ls.

26, In 18789—1s.

127. Have you struck a rate for 1879 1—VYes, la.
also.

28. What was the poor-rate in the Ballina ward in
1874 and succeedi

ars 1—In 1874 it was 1s.
29, In 1875 i—h-nlga.yfld. i
30. In 1876 %—1s. 9d,
31. In 1877 %—1s. bd.
gg. In 1878 1—1ls. 9d. )
. What is it this year —I do not know.
has not been struck ye{e - LR
34. Give me the poorrate in Ardnaree ward for the
same years t—In 1874 it was 1s. 104 ; in 1875, 1s.
%Odéélm 1876, 2s.;in 1877, 1s. 64. ; and in 1878,
8. 9d.
35. Does that 1s. 9d. include an
The Clerk of the Union can tell.
36. What was the county cess in Mayo for 1874
and following yesrst—TIn 1874 it was 2s. 1id. ; in
1875 it was 2s. 04d. ; in 1876, 2s. 2§d. ; in 1877, 1a.
11§d. ; and in 1878, 1s, 10d. :
57. What was the county cess in Sligo for the same

¥y sanitary rate?—

years —In ES'? 1'11: was 2s. 13, ;5 in 1875 it was 9
13d. ;in 18706, 1s. 11 ; in 1877, 1s, 10Ld. +4n 18°
15, 10d. » 16 104 s im 137,

38. Howmany Commissionersarethere 1—Fourteey

39, How many muuicipal voters are theve iy
Ballina ward *—195.

40. And in Ardnaree ward 2—Forty-one.

41. Do you know of that number how many are
qualified to be Commissioners, if elected —Seventy
in Ballina, and eight in Ardoaree.

42, How is the town lighted —With gas.

43. Under contract with the gus company i
Yes.

44, Tor how many lamps —Fifty-six.

45. At what rate I—Last year’s contract was £100
in the lump for lighting and extinguishing. This
year it i3 £90. The contrnctor also mmdertook to
leave six of the Jamps lighted during the entive night
from the railway down to the bridge. '

46. And the other lamps are lighted mntil when
—They ave put out at twelve. They arve lit from
an hour after sunset until twelve, from September
until April.

47. No exemptions for moonlight—VYes; three
days before and three after full moon. We lad
a new project for lighting the town by rock oil,
but it was considered too late in the season.

48, You have no project before the Commissioners
to acquire the gas works —Yes, we were the pro-
wmoters of a Bill in 1874 for that purpose. The boun-
dary proposed would increase the valuation by £4,318
and the area by 7,000 acres.

49, At present you have no project in hands as to
the gas works —No.

50. How is the town supplied with water -—Very
hadly from wells.

51. Is there any project on foot for a water scheme? -
—The guardians tried something in that way in 1875 ;
I think it was a pumping scheme.

52. However, it is not under the control of the
Commissioners at present —No.

53. How is the town drained —Pretty well, indeed.
The gnardians expended some money on it latterly;
something like £1,000.

54. Mr. M A ndrew.—How many years had the Town
Commissioners charge of the town before the sanitary
authority —From 1855 to 1874. "

55. Did the Commissioners during that time divide
the town into sewage distriets —No.

56. Did they ever lay out a farthing on the sewage
of the town 1—No, but I will give you areason. The
reason is, thatin consequence of the town havingto
pay county cess the Commissioners thought it would
be a hardship to divide the town into districts, and
impose additional taxation, but we made application
to the presentment sessions for years.

57. Mr. Corrox.—Have the Commissioners had
before them our queries I—Yes. .

58. Did they come to any resolution whether ex-
tension or alteration of any kind was desirable }—
They did not come to any formal resolution, but the
majority of the Commissioners decided not to extend
the boundary.

59. Is that resolution on the books +—Yes.

60. What is the date of it 2—19th Febrnary, 1879.

61. How many Commissioners attended on that oc-

62. What is the quorum *—Five. It was before
them at two meetings hefore that. o

63. But that was the one at which the Commissioners
adopted the resolution %—The Commissioners def!lﬂed
0t to suggest any changes in the town boundaries ab
present. d
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it Was that carvied to a division %-—It was.

3. How many voted for it, and how many against
it I—Four for and two against it

6. Do you know whether that resolution repre-
sented the views of more than four of the Commis-
sioners —1I don't know.

67. Was the question whether any re-irrangement
of wards was necessary before the Commissioners?—
No.

(8. Have the Commissioners ever applied to become
tle nrban authority 7—Yes.

69. When '—Last November.

70. What was the result of the application —The
result was, it was opposed at the time, and the Local
Government Board said they would not proceed with
the provisional order.

229

. 71. They vefused to issue the provisional erder 2—
Yef 5 Ol account of the opposition of eourse,

72. Why did they wish to be the urban authority
—was it because they were dissatisfied with the way
thsf- sanitary work was carried out 1—No, )

73. Are they satisfied with the way the guardians
carry out the work I—1I would rather leave that to
the gentlemen themselves.

74. I take it, you sought to be the urban authorite
for the purpose of aequiring control of the roads
Quite so.

i 75. And the provisional order was not granted 1—
va.

76.. There has been no alteration as to the houndaric
since 1855 1—No. -

Mr. Berwarp Ecay examined,

77. You are a Town Commissioner =—Yes,
78. How long have you been a Town Commissioner?
—About six or seven years,

79. Were you one of the Commissioners atténding
this meeting 7—Yes,

80. At which it was decided not to extend the
boundaries —Yes.

21. Do you know the feeling of the Commissiouers
who were not present =—Well, I do not.

83, Were you for or against extension?—I was
against it,

83. On what ground?—On financial grounds. I
don't remember the grounds on which I opposed exten-
sion.

84, What extension was proposed +—A two-mile
radius.

85, You were against that extension on +what
around +—On the ground first that that would conrt
opposition.

86. Do you think the two-mile extension would be
desirable, putting opposition out of the question
altogether I—I do not think it would.

87. Why %—From a financial point of view, in my
opinion, it would not be a benefit to the town.

88. How s0?—The expenditure would not be in
proportion to the rates.

89. What would be the expenditure 7—1I forget the
figures, but I went into itat the time,

90. Did you consider it simply a question of bring-
ing a two-mile radius under the control of the Com-
missioners, as they are, or with the future possibility
of their being the road authority 7—With the possibi-
lity of their being the road authority. We thought
that by-and-by the county cess would be transferred
to the Commissioners, and the control of a great many
of the roads converging on the town, and we thought
the income accruing from extension would be not
equal to the expenditure, if we had got these roads.
We believe we would be in a better position by leaving
the boundary as it is.

91. Did you consider the question of contracting
the present boundary +—Certainly not ; we were rather

in favour of some slight modification in the present
boundary—there might be some little extension.

92. Does any extension occur to you as being desi-
rable?—I would be in favour of the mile and a half
radius.

93. On what ground I cannot very well define it,
but,if T had the figures before me on which [ founded
my opinion before, I could define it. Tt struck me
this mile and a half would be more beneficial to the
Commissioners than the two-mile extension—that two
miles would be rather too far.

94. Did you consider it at all from the point of
view that the people to be brought in should be con-
tributory to the town?—We thought that to have a
two-mile extension would be too great, but that those
living within a mile and a half do benefit very much
from any improvement we have in Ballina, from lights,
markets, and schools ; but we thought it would not be
fair to extend the boundary to two miles.

93, You think that two miles away the people don’t
derive sufficient benefit 2—No.

96. But you do consider that the people within «
mile and a half are so interested 7—Yes, an English
statute mile and a half.

97. That is your private opinion }—Yes.

98. But the only question before the Commissioners
that day was the hard and fast line of two miles
extension —Yes. .

99. You did not consider the question of an
intermediate extension between two miles and the
present boundary +—No ; it was the hard and fast line
between two miles and the present boundary.

100. I am taking it as your own opinion 2—Yes;
that a mile and a half would be very fair.

101. That youn think those living within that mile
and a half have considerable benefit from their
proximity to the town?—They frequent the town
more than those living at a greater distance.

102. Have you considered how many people would
be taken in by that boundary of a mile and a halft—

No.
103. Nor the valuation of it —No,

Mr. Caroran recalled.

104. 'What is the present radius—from the centre
to the north +—Th uarters of an English mile.

105. And to the west?—An English mile exactly
at one point.
mii.OG. And to the south—About seven-eighths of a

e.

107. And to the east =—The same.

108. Then in fact it is roughly a circle of seven-
eighths of a mile 7—VYes,

109, What do you consider the central point of the
town I—T took the cross.

110. That is the gross at Knock-street, and Bridge-
street —Yes.

111. How many electoral divisions would the two

miles radius go into?—Into two and the angle of a
third.

112. How many beyond Ballina and Ardnareel—
Into two ; Ardnaree north and Ardnaree south,

113. What others +—None others.

114. I thought it went into four!—Yes, it goes
into Carramore.

115. Then it would go into Ballina; Ardnaree
north, Ardnaree gouth and Carramore +—Yes.

116. What is the valuation of the part beyond the

ent boundary within that radins+—£4,318 10s.

B el in 1070 when sxiension wes st

That was 0
spoken of.

Bavrriva,
Sept. 4, 1870,

Mr. Johu
Carolan.

Mr. Deroard
Lzap,

Mr. Carolan,
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117. The line betwaen the two boundaries has that
valuation }—Yes. ) _
118. Mr. RorissoN.—1I suppose if you were toadopt
that two miles radius it would bring the population

over 6,0002—Oh yes, considerably, and the number of

yates brought in would be about the same as that in
the town. _
119. Mr. Corrox.—Do the guardians perform their

sanitary duties to the satisfaction of the townspeople

—1 believe they do. Theyave doing nothing at present,

but they have done a great deal for the town and

have done it satisfactorily.
120. And as far as the sanitary matters are con-
cerned you would not care to become the samitary

authority yourselves]—Not particululy ; the Com-

missioners could do the duty no better as far as they
Liave gone. I happened to bea Poor Law Guardian

myself at the time the arrangement was come to as to
sanitary matters; the Chairman and Vice-Chairman

of this Board are members of the Poor Law Board.

Some people expressed themselves in favour of having

the sanitary authority vested in the Commissioners.

121. T want to get your own opinion }—Well so
far as the sanitary laws are concerned they could not
be better executed by the Commissioners than they
have been and ave being executed by the Poor Law

Board as far as they have gone.

122. Do you know what sanitary rates have been

struck of late years?'—IT do not. Of comrse there is
this in it; the townspeople complain of having so

many cesses to pay, and the Poor Law Board have
their savitary officers, and the Town Commissioners
have their sanitary officers, and they are all paid out

of the rates, and the people have to pay for them all.
Sometimes they clash rather than otherwise and they
don't pull well tozether,

123. What sanitary officers?—The town inspector
to look after scavenging, and the Poor Law Board
have a similar officer,

124. They don't look aiter the scavenging 1—No,
we have the supervision of the work.

125. Avre the streets cleaned by the Commissioners
or the rond contractors 7—By the Commissioners.

126. Mr. RopixsoN.—Ave there any improvements
required in the town which the Commissioners would
carry out if they had an increased income —Yes,

MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES COMMISSION,

127. What is the nature of them 1—¥Watn.
They had a Bill before Parliament fo\:';tc;;&q;llly'
market. The question is this—the Pgor f,aw ]3:;3
have quite the ability, and the capacity to do all t
things for the town if they only applied thamu]:se
but a great many of the traders complain that :}T‘
guardians have no personal interest in the town - ﬁ“::
the Commissioners would have u greater lle.;‘son ]
intevest in the matter, *

128. Sir Charles Knox Gore.—As chaivmun of the
board of puardians T imay say the board have always
got their financial arraugements in the best onde -
we have spent about £2,000 since the Act pasae.i
which is not long ago, and we propose according g5
our finances permit to cury on any project necessary
for the benefit of the district, but until we see gue
way to do so, and the finances for the purpose we
don't intend to proceed.

129. The guardians have no scheme before theny
for water for the town —The subject has been brouglt
forward, but we consider we have no funds to do it-
it would raise the rates to such a pitch that there
was a strong feeling aguinst it. There was a strong
feeling agninst going to the expense in the town.

130. They have not considered the question of
raising a loan for the purpose ?—They don't consider
it desirable to do so. The matter was discussel
before the board as well as the question of sew
but we can see no scheme for doing it at anything
like a moderate cost.

131. Mr. FEgan.—The feeling as to the water
supply is this; we have to pay cess to the connty
Sligo and to Mayo; with the town rate and the poor
rate, and all the rates if amalgamated we believe
would enable us to have a fair amount of water for
the same rate ns the people are paying at present.

132. Mr. CorroN.—That amounts to this, that if
you had in your own hands the difference between the
county cess you pay and what is spent on the town yon
would be able to improve the town 1

Mr. Bgan.—Yes; and that the water would be
brought into the town for the same as the ratepayers
pay at present,

133. You have not gone into any figures on the
subject 1—1I have ; we puy more than we receive.

Mr. Carovax further examined.

134, What is the amount of the county cess =—£800
a year.

135. How much of that is for county-atlarge
charges +—Tess than a half.

136. And how much of the £400 is expended in
the town?1—£170 a year is expended, and the re-
mainder goes into the coffers of the Grand Jury. The
entire county cess at 2s. amounts to £807 16s. The
county-at-large charges, as ascertained in 1873, before
Dr. Roughan, amount to £321 (that was the average
for five years), and that leaves £486 16s. for the main-
tenance of the roads and footpaths within the town :

£308 12a. Td. was spent, and that leaves £278 3s. 5d.
to be spent on the town.

137. The inquiry by Dr. Roughan was when you
sought the provisional order for separation from the
Grand Jury —Yes.

Sir Charles Knoa: Gore.—The Mayo Grand Jury re-
jeeted it. e

Mr. Egan.—The money the people pay in the town
is expended in other parts of the county. The town
is paying more to the county than they receive to the
extent of about £300, and if that was kept in the town
it would relieve the townspeople of a considerable
amount of taxation,

138. You are a Commissioner —Yes,

139. Are you of ?ﬂiﬁim there should be any
alteration in the boundaries?—1 think the majority
of the Commissioners agreed there should be.

140. What is your own opinion %—I think there
should be.

141. To what extent?—A mile and a half or two
miles.

142, On what ground do you think extension should
he made?—The revenue to be derived would be brought
in for the benefit of the town.

143. That would be an adw.nta.gts to the Commis-
sioners 1—Yes.

Mr. Owex KEEVENEY examined.

144. Should the people within
expected to contribute I—I think
advantage of the town. .

145. And you would fix the limit of that extension
at two miles —About amile and a half.

146. You don’t know what additional income the
mile and a half would bring in }—No.

147. Mr. RoBmysoN.—Would the mile and a half
cut into four electoral divisions ! Lo

Mr. Carolan—No ; it would all be within Ballina
and Ardnaree, South.

two miles fairly be
80 ; they have the
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Mr. KEEVENEY recalled.

143, You suid an increase of a mile and a half would
jring in addit ional mouey tothe Comnnmﬂoner%—-\vhat
Jdo they require it for ?—At present they wre in debt,
and if they had more money they woull be able to
make greater improvements in the town.

BarLINA,
150. Mr. Roriysox.—Would they apply that money ot 4 157
to the improvement of the markets '—They would.
151. And are theyin a bad state at present I—They
are. The fairs are held on the streets.  There is no
fair green : there is a small pateh of a place, and it is

Mr. Keeveney.

140, It is not properly eleansed at present —Yes,
Lt it might be done better if they hiad more meuns to
clean the lanes and other parts of the town,

not half sufficient for the purpose.
Mr. Carolan.—1 find that a mile and « half Loundary
would cut into three electoral divisions, ’

My, Taoxas C. Perxiys examined.

152. You are a Commissioner '—Yes,

153. Do you agree in the evidence given Ly the
Commissioners —I never applied wyself to the ques-
tion of the boundaries, but what struck me was we
were very badly ofl" for water, and the sanitary condi-
tion of the town is not good.

154. Do you think the guardians attend to their
duties properly as regards sanitary matters 1—1 think
they do remarkably well, but they have not gone to
the extent they should. They have only sewered the
«treets—the connexions to the houses are made in very
few instances.

155. Generally, do you think it wonld be an advan-
tage that the Commissioners should Le the sanitary
anthority %—1I do not think it would, for then ihe
vecupiers would have to pay all the rates, and, on the
contrary, 1 think I would let the landlord pay portion
ofit, Ithink we want water and connexions with the
houses very badly. I do not believe thereis a town of
the same extent in Treland so badly off for water.
There are two or three wells. There is a hole in a
certain part of the town which was exposed to the
surface water, but since the guardians becume the
sanitary authority they have built a little wall abont it.

156. What is it 7—A well, and it is open at the top,
und anyone could dip any vessel into it, no matter how
tilthy. The whole supply depends on two pumps, and
the people in portion of the town must come at least a
(uarter of o mile for their water. If the guardians
would give water, and make connexions from the houses
into the main sewers, cleanse the lunes, and send their
sinitary officers up Avdnaree and get these houses
cleansed, it would be well. The lanes are in a most
filthy condition. There are no public privies.

157. Siv Charles Knox Gore.—I don’t think, as
chairman of the Board of Guardians, I can allow this
to pass without observation. In a large town like this
cleansing is a matter of time. We are doing all the
law admits of doing, and doing it in the way govern-
ment would suggest—by degrees. We must work by
degrees.

158. Mr. CorroN.—If the town was larger, and the
Commissioners were the urban anthority

Sir (. Knox Gore.—Yes, it would bear very much

on that question, for they would have additional Ferhins.

money to carry out these works; but they have no
urban authority, and apparently will not for some
time, At the time the Commissioners had econtrol, T
am not aware that the matter was much better. T
have spoken to a great many in the town, and their
opinion is that, as things stand, they wounld incur
greater respousibility than the income would meet,
and they think it would be better to leave things us
they are.

159. Mr. Corrox.—What kind of responsibility ?

Siv €. Aoz Gore—For instauce, they wonld have
to undertake these roads.

160. DMr. Corrox.—I assume, for the moment, that
the Commissioners ure to be the urhan authority,
and not to be the road anthority ; would theve he any
object, then, in extending or diminishing the present
area ]

Sir Charles Knox Gore.—I cannot see any advan-
tage.

161. In the first place, it would bring in some ad-
ditional money to the Commissioners I—I suppose so.

162. Suppose the boundary was extended to a mile
and a half, do yon think the people within that arca
could be fairly asked to contribute to the town !—I
think in some respects it would be very unfuir.

163. They are too fur away ?—That they are de-
viving benefits not at all in comparison with others.

164. That applies to the question whether portions
of the present avea should not be shut out because they
are over a mile from the town ?—The inteution in en-
larging the boundaries from time to time was that,
originally, a limit was fixed to a town actually com-
prising the town ; but according as the town improved,
as Ballina has, it extended itself in different directions,
and then arises the guestion whether these districts,
DLuilt upon, may not fairly be included ; but to extend
it to anything like a mile and a half or two miles, thus
running into the open country, is not compatible with
common sense. I think you will also agree with me
thut, by placing one leg of the compass in the centre
of the town, and drawing a hard and fast line with the
other leg, you will comprise the town.

Mr. Teoxas MANDREW examined.

165. You are a ratepayer -—Yes.

166. You think the present boundary ought not to
be extended =—Certainly.

167, You think it should be curtailed »—I think it
18 very proper as it is.

168. Do you think an extension of a mile and a
lilf would bn'.ntgl in people who should not be asked to
I3y +—Yes; and, if a poundage rate be put on, T will
probably have to pay ls. 6d., while the man in the
country will only have to pay one-fourth.

169. That is owing to your having house property ?
—Yes. If you go to clean the streets for a mile and
a half into the country, you will have to pay more
money.

. 170. Do I understand that the present Commis-
Sloners clean the roads out to the boundaries of the
town ?—They are bound to do it.

Mr. Egan.—Certainly not; it is the duty of the
road contractor.

Mr. M‘ANDREW'S examination conbinued

171, You think they are bound to clean the roads
for a mile out of the town1—I think they are bound
by law. They may think that by cleaning the principal
street they do enough ; but, if they are to cleanse the
town, it means the whole area. Ifit is incrgaaed they
will have to pay more, and of that sum I will have to

y more than the man in the country. )

179. Taking that view of the matter, don't you think
the boundary should be curtailed !—I would rather
submit to increased taxation than curtail it, for I think
the present are the natural boundaries of the towr,
which should be adhered to.

Sir (harles Engxe Gore.—1 pever heard sny ques-
tion about curtailing the boundaries.

173, Mr. CortoN.—1 take it as a maiter of fact,
the Commissioners do not clean the roads out to the
boundary of the municipality ?

Mr. Carolan—No.

The inquiry then terminated.
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BANGOR.—JUNE 18tH, 1879,
(Before Mr. C. P. COTTON, C.E.)

My, Fravcis PorLock examined,

232
1. Mr. Corrox.—You are the Town Clerk of
Bangor —Yes.

2. How long have you filled the post ?—Since the
town has been put under the Act of 1854—in 1864.

3. The town is under the Towns Improvement
Act1—Yes. ’

4. Asfar as you know, had the town been previously
under any other Act?—No, sir.

5. What is the area of the township?—814a.
2r. 17

6. And the date when it was put under the Act+—
The 21st of December, 18064,

7. What is the population of Bangor 2—Ahout 2,600
ab present.

8, What was it last census —In 1871 it was 2,560,

9. And do you mean to say that it has only in-
creased 100 since then?—VYes, sir; it was the police
gave us the number as 2,600.

10. Well, in the census of 1871 it was 2,660 %—
Yes.

11. Has it been increasing since that time?—Yes,
I think so.

12. What was the last valuation —£9,176 8s.

13. There are no wards in the town +—No, sir.

14. In what union is it ?—In Newtownards.

15. 'What electoral division ?—In Bangor.

16. Do you know yonrself anything about the size
of the electoral division of Bangor—how far it
extends 7—1It is in the parish of Bangor.

17. Does the electoral division extend more than
two miles all round the town —Yes, it does.

18. There is a recommendation of the Commitice of
the House of Commons that eleetoral divisions should
be made the municipal boundaries. Is the electoral
division of Bangor too large to be made the municipal
boundary ?—VYes, quite too large.

19. Will you now give me the rates for the
last five years t—In 1874 it was Gd. ; in 1875, 8d. ;
in 1876, 6d4.; in 1877, G ; in 1878, 6d.; and in
1879, 4d.

20. Have the Commissioners any property +—
No, sir.

21. You have got the dog tax, and you have half the
fines P—Yes, sir.

23. Have you any other sources of income?—Clar
licenses.

23. Have you bye-laws 7—We have, sir.

24, Regulating the cars?—Yes, sir.

25. What was the poor rate in those same years ?—
The poor rate in 1874 was B8d. ; in 1875, 8d.;
1876, 10d. ; 1877, ls.; 1878, ls. 24.; and in 1879
norate has been struck.

26. You are not theurban sanitary aunthority ?—No.

27. But you have petitioned to be one ?— Yes.

28. And. the~Lecal .Government Board have ap-
proved of your application, but it has not yet been
confirmed by Parliament, I think P—No.

29. It is in course of confirmation ?—Yes.

30. And of the poor rate struck in 1878, was any
portion of that a sanitary ratet—In 1878—no, I
believe not.

31. Has any sanitary rate been struck since 1874
by the Guardians?—No. -

32. What has been the county cess for those years?
—1In 1874 the county cess—the two rates—samounted
to 1s. Td.; in 1875 it was ls. 1144, ; in 1876 it was
ls. 9d.; in 1877, 1s. 10d.; 1878, 1s, 11d.; and
1879, 1s. 9d.

33. What is the number of your Commissioners 1—
Nine.

34, What is the number of voters in the mumi-
cipality —3274 was the number on the last roll,

35. How many are qualified to sit as Commissioners

if elected ?—Ninety-one. :

36. Have the Commissioners considere :
as to the desirability or otlerwise of :1-11?; :&:eql“?“hﬂu
the municipal boundary 1—They have. g

37. Was it considered at o regulay
Commissioners 7—It was.

38. When was that meeting held ?—
the 4th of November, 1878,

39. How many Commissioners were
meeting P—Five.

40. Did they come to any resolution on i
—They did. I will read the resolution fn:h;;u-}?_ecu

“ Proposed by Mr. Harvey, seconded by Mr, M
That Mr. Dinnen be consulted respecting the enlaroe
of the present boundary by adding Ballyholme to :.“,ﬂﬁil;
that the chairman and Dr. Bell be deputed to wait on Mr,
Dinnen concerning same.” !

meeting of the
It was held o

Present af tly

‘Kenzio—

41. Is there any further resolution?2—Np,
18 a resolution here :—

* Proposed by Mr. Bowman, and seconded by Mr
M‘Murray—That Mr. Russell, chairman, and Dr, Bell gnq
Mr. Pollock be appointed a committee to answer the queries
submitted by the Municipal Boundary Commissioners,”

There

43. Were the five Commissioners unanimous ghout
that —Quite so.

43. What was the feeling of the Commissioners about
what extension they desired -—They came to an under-
standing that they would like the boundary extended
to the old Corporation, with Ballyholme added to it,
- 44. What do you mean by the old Corporation !—I
have traced this map before you with a blue line,
That indicates the houndary of the old Corporation.

45. Then on this map the red line represents the
present boundary —Yes.

46. The blue extension, plus Ballyholme, represents
what you would wish to talke in #~—VYes.

47. And the blue line vepresents the old Corpora-
tion +—VYes.

48. Very well ; that shows us what you wish for,at
any rate. Have the Commissioners considered what
additional area that wounld give —No, We have had
no means of ascertaining that.

49. Did you not estimate the number of people that
would be broughtin by this extension —No.

50. I mean the Commissioners had not that before
them 7—They had not.

51. Had you not a valuation made of the additional
land I—I made inquiries.

52. Can you give me any idea of it?—About
£1,300. :

53. That will be the additional valuation }—Yes, of
Ballyholme, but not of the whole houndary.

54. Bub of the old Corporation, you have not ascer-
tained that?—We have no means of ascertaining that.

55. Have you any idea how many additional voters
it would bring in %—No, I cannot say that.

56. Can you form an opinion +—1I cannot.

57. On what ground is the extension of the old
Corporation boundary desired, or are you able to speak
to that?—No, I am not ; perhaps the chairman can.

58. How is the town lighted —By gas. i

59. How many lamps have you +—Fifty lamps.

60. A contract with the Gas Company I suppose?
—Yes, sir; by the 1,000 cubic feet.

61. And how much per 1,000 %—7s. 6d. was the
last contract. 'With an abatement of £15 off.

62. What is the abatement ¢—£15 for the man that
lights the town. :

63. How is the town supplied with water I—By
pumps.

G4, How many pumps +—Fourteen.

65. You are not in charge of the pumps yet —No,
sir, not yet. = o

66. Do you know what the inhabitants think about
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that—do they think that the supply is good or fair?
_ Yes: 1 have had no eowplaints about it.

o7, Either in quantity or quality 1—Well there have
Leen some complaints as to the quality. Dr. Bolton,
had some samples analysed, and the analyses was very
satisfaetory.

63, However you will be the Urban Sanitary
Aquthority in a few months *—Yes, we expect so.

40, How is the town drained }—There is no scheme

of drainage. . L
70, Is there any drainage at all in it—any main

233

(‘h-ams through the streets?—Yes, through the main
street.

71. From the railway down to the sea i—Not vet
fm:n the rail way ; from the head of the main street.
. 72. The railway drains into the river I suppose L—
es.

73. Has there been any system of sewerage -
posed hitherto 1—Yes, there was ; 3
P Y es, there was: by the Board of
Guardians,

. 74 Do you know anything about the estimate of
it 1—1I do not.

Mr. RoBERT RUSSELL examined.

75. Mr. Corrox.—You ave the Chairman of the
Town Commissioners ?—Yes.

76. How long have you occupied the position 7—
Alout one year.

77. And you were a Commissioner before that I
Wils.

78 Were you a Commissioner at the time the
Towns Improvement Act was adopted 1—1 was not,
air,

79. The Commissioners have come to the conclusion
that they would wish for an extension—I may say
two extensions, because they are two different things,
so we will say the old Corporation extension first—
Have they any idea of the avea that would be added
Iy it 1 —We have not been able to mrrive at that,

80. What was the ohject to be gained by that
addition 1—There has been trouble with regard to the
taxation from time to time,

81. In what way —Some of the townlands run into
the old Corporation. 1In alloting them the taxes it
did not work satisfactorily.

82, In what way 1—For instance, portions of some
townlands run inte a street, and it appeared that in
assessing the vate, the whole townland had to be em-
braced in that.

83, In assessing the municipal ratei—Not the
munieipal, but the poorrate.

34. I do not clearly understand you ; just explain?
—1 never knew of any difficulty with regard to the
assessing of the town rate; there was no difficulty
with regard to that ; but there was great difficulty for
instance with the poor-rute, and matters of drainage,
and with regard to the pumps. There is part of o
townland comes in here to Church-street—part of the
townland of Ballyvarnon.

§3. That is on the south-east side of Church-strect?
—Yes, well under the Act that was brought hefore
the Commissioners, and also under the notice of the
Poor Law Guardians, and it appeared that the whole
townland of Ballyvarnon had to be assessed at the
same rate ag this street.

86. There has been a diffieulty with the Poor Law
Guardians to know how the sanitary rate would be
struck, and as to what the contributory district for
the sanitary rute should be, and how is that obviated
by adopting the whole of the Corporation boundary?
—Because if we had the whole of it in

87. No, if this blue line vepresents the Corporation
boundary you don't take in the whole of that town-
land at all —No, but we take in that street.

88. Ts there any other reason that presents itself
to you that you would wish for this large increase,
because it is a large increase —There is a good part
of the gronnd that will probably let for building
ground ; and there has been from time to time,
sewerage schemes before the town, and it would be
necessary that the Town Commissioners should have
control, as we would get our water from some of those
sites here (pointing to map) to flush owr sewevs, and
not only t{:at, but we would like to embrace new
buildings, and to place them under the influence of
a sewerage scheme when we follow it out.

89. On what roads are new buildings likely to be

built!—Theve is this voad leading to Dundenald
running along the railway.

90, Are there any buildings going on there 7—No,
but some arve contemplated. They have not been
commenced yet, because these are bad times,

01 Ave there any buildings likely to be erected
within your present boundary -—Yes.

92, But there are none at present going on in that
direction —None at present. That (pointing to the
map) is the voad leading up to the Clandeboye
Demesne. ’

93, Do yon know Fort Hill and Church-street—
Are there any buildings likely to go on in Chureli-
street 1l—That is not a progressive place.

94 On the Crawford's-Burn rowd—ive there any
buildings up there ?—No, sir.

095. Then theve is another one running out here by
the church to Newtownards. Is there any building
going on along there —Not just at present ; but the
sites are splendid along there, and theve is no doube
there will be building there sometime.

090, Have vou any reason for bringing in these
Covporation lnuds as we muy call themn—menuing the
old Corpovation houndary, except the probalility of
building ont heyond your present liwies !— Yes, and
to emlrace it in onr sewerage schienwe

O7. That is for the sake of getting additional
opportunities for a sewerage scheme!—No; for this
purpose—suppose we were obliged to go in for an
extension at a future time we would have the con-
trol of the sewerage—a great wumber of people
instead of having a regnlar system of sewerage make
cesspools, and they become a unisauce, and if they
are outside our Loundary we have no coufrol over
them.

98. Dut the Guardians should see after them '—But
if we are the sanitary auntherity the Town Com-
missioners conlid look after them.

09, It will be in your jurisdiction!—T wean in
this proposed extension.

100. That seems to me a very slight reason for
going in for an extension of something like 800 acres
2 between 600 and 800 acres]—There is another
thing—it has been found to be a great hardship in
the case of the Bangor demesne—we only embrace
about one-half of it.

101, ‘What havdsbip is there in that I—We think
we shonld devive rates from the whole of it.

102, Then it comes to rates in the long run!—
Yes, of course ; but there could not be much rating
on the land as we ounly charge one-fourth on the
land. -

103. But then it is a very large area?—VYes,

104. You don’t know the valuation, but I suppose
it would be something like 30s an acre on the land !
—Seareely that —towards the town £2 10s, in the
country 23s. to £L. )

105. Take the Ballylolme direction— what is the
reason this extension brings in so much in that
divection I—The principal desire is to get as nearly
as possible all the land that is built on. It is i:r.ﬁl:l—l
able property there, and pearly the whole of it is

built on. 2 H
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106. There is a goed deal of room yet 1—The bulk
is built on, and there is building there every year
At present theve ave buildings going on there, aud
we tind that in that place they have no system of
sewerage whatever, and the parties building houses
ave using tanks for holding nuisance. )

107. Cesspools +—Yes, and sometimes these things
are not attended to, aud complaints lave been
made.

108. The CGuardians arve perfectly competent to
deal with that—VYes.

109. And to deal with it now?—Yes, of course
they are. .

110. So that that is havdly a reason for taking
them in. Ts there any other reason why they should
contribute to the town !—I might say i addition to
that reasan that we would like to embrace them in
our sewerage scheme because we will complete one if
we can get it.

111. But it strikes me—I don’t know whether you
have considered it properly-—it strikes me there
would be some difficulty in bringing all that into oue
drainage scheme. I don't see how it could be done
at first sight —We have not consulted onr engineer
with veference to this question. Tt has only suggested
itself to us.

112. Ts there any other reagon »—Another reason
i that these houses are oceupied by people coming to
und from Belfast, and they ave fast becoming per-
manent residences, and they are a very short distance
from the railway, and they have no light along there,
and, as we purpose to buy the gas works, we would
light that place with lamps all the way, and light the
liouses with gas.

115. You propose to extend the lighting all
through Ballyholme +—Yes ; all through Ballyholme,

114. Have the people living in Dallyholme the
advantage of the town of Bangor as a market)—Yes ;
and they arve obliged to pass through it to the train
and boat from here to Belfast,

115. Do they market in Bangor or de they got
their things from Belfast1—They do a great deal in
Bangor.

116. What is the number of houses in Ballyholne !
—There are upwards of fifty.

117. And the buildings are going on at present —
Yes, buildings are going on at present, and high-class
buildings,  There is ancther renson why we would
like to embrace Ballyholme, In the matter of
bathing great complaints have been made from time
to time as regards these Dallyholme people. Peopla
come into Bangor und make complaints of partics
bathing along the strand without amy regwd to
decency. There is no provision for a gentlemen’s
bathing place, and those who cannot swinm take the
shallow water where the ladies bathe,

118. Would that come within your hye-laws?—
Yes; we have byelaws under which we would con-
fine ladies and gentlemen to two different places when
bathing, and make the gentlemen wear bathiug
dresses,

119. H-.m? you any idea how many people would
be brought in by the extension as voters and rate-
payers I-—We have not gone into that.

120. In Ballyholme how many additional voters
would be brought in by the addition of that district?
—They would be every one voters, because all the
houses ars above the valuation.

(121, Ave they all in such occupations as would
give votes. If they are only taken for a few months
in the year there might be only one vote out of a
whole terrace—if it is owned by one man, and he
only rated for it 1—I know the district well. There
would be about thirty voters owt of fifty houses,

MIUINICIPAT, BOUNDARIES COMMISSION,

_%{2; Thirty occupiers who ave on the rate ‘books

123. How many of these wonld Le qualified t"}
as Commissioners if elected —All thoge thirty
.li::t?lc:;usu all the houses wre above the valuation 0;_

124. Huve you considered the guestion—
such o suburb as Bullyholme was added to Banwor
of whether there should be any division of the Eow;"
ship into wards?7—Well, that has never been enter.
tained. I brought it hefore the Commissioners g5 1
thought it a wise thing to do, bt they did not seer
to take that view.

135. Have youany view yourself on the subjecti—
I think it would be better to do so, because if tle
town was divided into wards it would make the Coy.
missioner, who represented a paurtioular ward, examine
more closely into the cturying out of the business,

126. Supposing there was u division into wuds
what would you suggestT—I Liave not gone into that,

127. Ballylolme is increasing every year —Yeg;
increasing every year in the number of buildings.

128. Have you any idea of how mauy of the fify
houses were built last year 7—Four houses. ’

120. I see thevehas heen a good denl of expense on
the new road at Ballyliolme.  'Who is doing that—
The county. However, My, Lyle, the owner of il
property at Bullyholme, has done a great deal too,

130. Is there much building going on on the other
side of Bangor ?—Within the township?

131. Yes?—There are a great number of houses
being built.

132. But not ontside the town 7—No, sir.

133. The Town Clerk gave me an estimate of the
vuluation that would be added by the Buallyholme
extension as about £1,300, is that corvect I—That is
quite corvect ;-it is taken from the county cess col-
lector.

134, And every house built would add to that—It
would, sir

135. Do you know what the ratepayers think of
the propesed extension—what opinion they have
formed concerning it?7—No ; except beyond that it is
their opinion that they were in favowr of having
this extension. We consider Bullyliolme as a portion
of Bangor.

136. Have you heard any opinion expressed by the
Ballyhohme people?—TI have, sir, and some of them
are opposed

137. They nre awave of the fact that yon arein-
tending to take them in%—They thouglt this inquiry
would take place before the gnardians, On one oceas-
sion when I was Lefore them I saw three gentlemen
present as a deputation to oppose it. i

138. Do you know the feeling of the people in the
Corporation extension—No, sir. i

139. How do you happen to know that it is the
old Corporation boundary ?—The clerk hus taken it
from the map,

140. Have you got the map—7Yes.

EMap produced. | o .

41, When was this map prepared 1—This was pre-
p;retl at the time the town was put under the Act of
1854,

142, Was Bangor an old Corporation —Yes, sir;
very old. <

143, When did it cease to be a Corporation’—
Indeed I could not tell you, not in my time. I could
not speak safely as to that. :

141, Because there were a great number ceased to
be Corporations in 1837 1—Yes. We Liad a Seneschal
Cowrt here at one time. .

145, Is there anything else you would wish to add
to your evidence }—No,

et

SUpposing
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Dr, Hexry Brrn examined.

146. You have heard what the Chairman has said?
—Yes.

147. Do you agree with the way in which he has
expressed the opinion of the Commissioners -— Yes.

148, Do you think it vepresents the feeling of the
rest of the Commissioners —Yes.

149. With reference to your opinion, Dr. Bell, as
to the extension that has been proposed—there are
wo—one extension, I may say, inland, and the other
the Ballyholme extension 7—Well, as far as the inland
extension is concerned, I must confess I don’t know
anything of it. I don't see any particular reason for
that, except for what the Chairman has stated, that
is, that we might require to draw water from some of
those districts, and it might be perhaps better to have
the control of the district ; but as far asthe extension
to the old boundary is concerned, I do not see any
reason why that should be done.

150, Apart from the possibility of having to go to
some portion of that district for water, and for having
drainage control over it, you don’t see any other
reason +—1I do not.

151. And as vegavds the Ballyholme extension 2—
I consider that that would be both for the benefit of
Ballyholme and Bangor.

153. How for the benefit of Ballyholine 2—Well, it
would be under proper control.

153. Under your by-laws?—Yes; under our by-
Liwws,

154. And do you propose to extend the gas —We
propose to light it, and we propose to embrace it under
the sewerage scheme that we propose for Bangor.

155. The drainage scheme?—Yes; but should we
not do so, because 1 do not consider perhaps that the
iwo are likely to work together

156. Would you form a separate system for Bally-
holme +—Yes.

157. And you would undertake the drainage?—
Most decidedly, and I look upon itas a most important
matter, becanse Ballyholme heing at the present time
a sandy soil that is likely to contaminate the water, it
would not be long before it would be contaminated.

158. How are the Ballyholme houses supplied with
water I—By pumps. At the present time there is no
system of sewerage, and, therefore in the end the
water taken from them would be contaminated.

159. Generally speaking, you would look after the
drainage of Ballyholme, and so benefit the inhabitants
there —Yes.

160, In what way would the taking in of Ballyholme
be of advantage to the town of Bangor?—I did not
say it would be of any advantage.

161. I thought you said there would bea reciprocal
advantage? It would be an advantage in the shape
of the rates of the property it would embrace.

162, Have you gone into any calculation as o
whether the rates you wonld receive would do more
than supply the cost of gas and drainage %I have not,
but I think it would be of advantage to the people
down in Ballyholme to have gas.

163. And that your by-laws should apply there’—
Yes. At the present time we light to within, I sup-
pose, 400 yards of Ballyholme.

164. You do not light beyond your own boundary ?
—No; but we light to within 400 yards of Bally-
holme,

165. Do you light up to your own boundary at
Ballyholme LW;"({D_ i

166. Along the present road to Ballyholme how far
do the town lights go?—Merely to the end of the
town ; merely to the end of the street.

167. Why you would, in fact, have to light nearly a
mileand a half of additional road +—No sir ; nota mile
and a half; it would not embrace that. The whole
distance would not cover more than three guarters of
a mile at the furthest.

168. To the end of Ballyholme from the end of the
street 1—No, sir ; not more than that at the very out-
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169. Tt would be fully a mile more to the end of ~°-

Ballyholme 2—Yes.

. 170. And the proposition is—the intention is to
llght_mt and drain it in exchange for the rates 7—Yes
that is one of the principal reasons in asking for Bally-
holme to be included, ~ -

1::'1. Of course in the case of the Ballyholme people
their access to the rail and steamer is through the
town of Bangor 7—Yes, sir; and it is very dangerous
on dark nights driving from the train to Ballyholme.
Some of the Ballyholme people would be delightel
that we should have the control of their district.

172, When you talk of the Ballyholme people, Dr.
Bell, do you mean the present oceupants or the owners
of property there }—Merely the present occupants.

173. They would not be the ratepayersl—No, sir ;
but we have to study their comforts. The actual
revenue of the owners is drawn from those people, and
in the first place to satisfy the people that they draw
the actual revenue from, and I think it necessary that
they should be satisfied.

174. Put it in this way: do you think that Bally-
holme will, when lit and drained by you—that that
would add to the rents of the houses —How do you
mean ?

175. The rents of the houses. That people would
be willing to pay higher rents for a season —I don't
know that it would. I would not say that.

176. How is the drainage of Bangor itself 1—Well
it is not in a condition that I consider satisfactory.

177. How is it drained 2—We have one main drain
vanning from, you may say, the market house to the
bridge at the foot of Main-street, and we have another
drain

178. The main drain running down Main-strect,
and are the houses connected with that main drain 1—
Only some. There is n different outlet for the sewage
as well as that main drain.

179. What is the other outlet I—The outlet is some-
thing similar to, but has no connexion with, that main
drain,

180, Whereabouts is it *—TIt 1uns at the rear of the
houses in Main-street.

181. Does that go along the new road opened up
near the railway 7—No, it is in a different direction.

182, There is one at the Lottom of the valley!l—
There is a good system of sewerage along there.

183. There is an open drain}—No, it is not open
now. It is covered by a culvert.

184, That takes the drainage of the housesabout it 1
—_That takes the drainage of that district.

185. Then how are the louses drained that are up
at the west side of the bay—up on the hill I—They
lave no main drainage, .

186, At all. Those are new houses?—No main
drains. They have cesspools, and the cesspools are
connected, and, with the surface water, the sewage
passes into the sea.

187. The surface water goes to sea and the sewage
of the honses into the cesspools ‘L—.—Inbo the cesspools.
They are merely receptacles for solid matter.

188. You don’t consider that a good state of things !
—Well, I don't consider it the best. Tt is fair

erally.

ge?lﬁﬂ. {s it one you would alter under u drainage
scheme I—Decidedly. I would allow no surface water

»ass into the buy.

- %90_ A_ndBa.llyu{agee-street, Fisher's-hill, end Quay-
street, how are they drained }—Ballymagee-street is
only semi-drained. y

191. What do you mean by that!—A drain run-
ning half-way up, and merely attached to cne side of

streat. = Vo
thelQ?. Are the houses connected with if, er is it
merely a road drain—I don't think there are more

than six houses in the street attached toait.ﬁ .
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193. The houses in the other part of that street,
how are they %—The other part of the houses Lave dry
water-closets.

194, Privies; and the stuff, is it removed to the
Jand +—Yes.

105. Now about the water supply, what do you
think of that? Do you think fourteen pnmps sufli-
cient —Anything but sufficient.

196. Has there ever heen any scheme for a lligl}
pressure water supply to the town from any {:hstal‘nﬂ"»;
——No; there has been talk about it, but nothing more
than talk.

197. Do you consider the town fairly lit now #—
Well, ves : 1 consider the town fairly lit.

108. Were you a Commissioner at the i
udoption of the Act'—No, siv. T don't knil:;l;ﬁgththc;
T wentioned about Ballyholme beiy gunder any cgntl:i!
or not. That is one of my veasons. For instanes f}
bathers—— -

199. I asked you whether the application of o
by-laws was one of the things thas Ballyliolme shj;llllr]
be included for I—Yes.

200. With vegard to the bathers; and is there
anything else thut the by-laws would specially apyly
to=—They would apply to cars and cm-drivers,

201. You would have control over the cars plying
from the railway station to Ballylolme t—Ves, :!lft

present when they go beyond your boundary you have
no control over them.

My, James PoLnock examined.

202. You have heard what the Chairman and Dr.
Bell have stated I—Yes,

903. Do you coincide with them ¥—1 do, in regard
to Ballyholme, but I do not go in for taking much of
Ballyvarnet. .

204, Tt adds in o good deal of the Corporation area,
but the proposition before me here does not take in
any more of Ballyvarnet than is at present in the
town I—There is a little, some twelve acres. I have
seen a difficulty avising at the Newtownards Board of
Guardians about that very piece of land.

205. About that twelve acres —Yes; the Guardians
had no power to assess anything but the whole area
of the townland of Bullyvarnet, and I saw there was
a difficulty nrose at different times. I think theve is
now a law empowering to assess part of a townland.
There are many matters connected with this town

lying over for this purpose, and the Guardians don't
want to do anything with the sanitary state of affais
of Bangor,

206. You don't think there is any oceasion to take
in any land out Ballyvarnet way?!—None. Tl
CGuardians thonght it would not be fair to tax a farmer
outside theve for the sanitary affaivs of Bangor. That
is the feeling in Bangor.

207. What is your opinion nbout the extension tn
Ballyholme i—1T think it would be for the benefit of
Ballyholme. T think the Ballyholme people would
receive great bemefit by it, both in lighting and in
sanitary matters.

208. You wonld be prepaved to fully light iti—
Cevtainly. I would go in for lighting, and see thit
they are not forgotten. I think it would encourage
building to go on there.

My, Davio MCKENZIE examined,

209. You are a Town Commissioner —Yes.

210. How long have you been a Commissioner I—
Three years.

211. You know the extension to Ballyliolme that
is proposed 7—I do.

212, Would you kindly give me your views as to
that —My views coincide perfectly with those ex-
pressed by the Chairman and the other Commissioners
examined regarding Ballyholme, and I was Iabouring
under another impression with regard to the extension
of the boundary to the lands at Ballyvarnet, and I am
satisfied that the boundary there should be as it is.

213. Dut you would not go further out 1T woull
not go further.

214 Do you know a place called Rathgill I do,

sir.
215. The proposed extension goes more than a
quarter of a mile beyond that, out along that road?
Do you think that would be too far?—I think it
would be quite too far. Rathgill would be no benefit,
and it would be an expense to take lamps, or any
other sanitary arrangement so far as that, going up a
hill.

-

Mr. Davip HARVEY examined.

216. What ave your views on the cquestion of the
proposed extension ?—1I agree with what Mr. M‘Kenzie

has said, both with vegard to Ballyvarnet and Bally-
holme. I wish to state nothing further than that.

Mr. Jony RoBinsoN examined.

217. Are you in favour of the proposed extension %
—-On behaif of the portion of Ballyholme that isheld
under Tovd Dufferin, T oppose this extension.

218. The portion that is proposed to be taken in,
av least that the Commissioners wish to be taken in,
is represented by the blue line cn tie map. The
eastern half of the Ballyholme district is the one
that you are interested in 1—Yes,

219. Do you own the property %—1I own portion of
the property.

220. There is a good deal of building going on upon
your property '—There is no building but one double
house at the present time.

221. Then you don't own the front 7—1I own portion
of the Dufferin Villa property.

222. Are there any buildings along the eastern
portion of Ballyholme %—There are five villas at the
eastern end of Ballyholme.

223. Are you interested in those?—I am interested
in two of them—two blocks.

224. How many houses are there in that terrace
altogether -—There are included in the Dufferin Villa
property cight houses walled round, and with a com-
plete sewerage scheme.

225. There are eight houses there }—There ave.

296. And they have a sewerage scheme of their
own ?—Yes. )

997. What is that scheme, just deseribe it? Is
there a main drain running in front of those houses '—
Behind them there are large cosspools, and each house
empties the sewage into the cesspools, and the over-
flow from the cesspools goes into the bay.

998. From each house ?—No, one pipe conveys the
overflow from the houses.

229. There is one cesspool for the eight houses’—
Yes, a large cesspool.
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030, And the sewage of each house runs into that
cess) ool T— Yes.

231, And the overflow from that goes through a
covered pipe out into the bay I—Yes, but ut present
there is « scheme before My, Banks to sewer Lovd
Dutferin’s property.

232, Is Lovd Dufferin’s the Ballyholne property 1—

lc‘;";.33. And what is that scheme 7—1It is proposed to
sewer the whole of his property facing the bay there.

234, Will you kindly tell me how far from the
Jonses that cesspool is 2—1T6 is abont twenty yards from
the houses immediately in the vere.

285, What size isit, have you any idea —It is about
10 feet by 8.

236. And how deep 1—Six feet deep, and covered
3 feet Lelow the surface.

237. And thereis in contemplation a perfect system
of drainage for that pavt of Ballyholme, when it will
be fully built oni—No, at the present time Lord
Daflerin is intending to sewer, or Mr. Pattison, the
agent, las a proposed scheme with Mr. Banks for the
sewering of his property there, and when it is built on
each one will huve to pay an additional rate.

238. The scheme is looking forward to its being
built upon —Yes.

230. And do you as an owner of property there
ohjeet to its being brought inl—Oh, yes, Ido, and T may
suy also on behalf of the other gentlemen who lave
the other houses, and they wre not here to-lay, they
wonld object too.

240. Yon don't consider that keeping the roads lit
up to that place, and getting this drainage done for

A
=AY

you would be a fuir exchange for the rating of the
property t—1 don't see that it would be an advantage
at all. In fact those houses that I own portion of are
only let, except one of them, in the summer mouths.
In the summer season there is no darkness at all :
there is no requirement of gas along the country road
to Bangor. Tt is a mile and a Lalf nealy frow the
foot of Ballymageestreet to the end of Ballyholme :
to the end of this proposed extension. ) '

241. And you are not willing then to be rated in
exchange for those advantages ?—Not at all.  There
is no donbt this sewerage scheme will be curried one
Lefore long, and T think it will not be requirel to be
continued from Baugor.

242, Do you cousider that ina place like that
where the strand is used for bathing purposes it is a
proper system of sewerage to discharge out in the bay ¢
—That is the veason that this proposed seheme is con-
templated.

243. What is the scheme, to take it swuy from the
Lay 1—To empty all into oue cesspool, and this cess-
pool will be emptied into water and tilteved lefore
entering the bay.

244, Then it is the purifying system —Yes, the
purifying system, and we have a good supply of water,
no better. It has been analysed several times, I
don't see that we could derive any benetit from coming
into the Bangor municipal boundary.

245, Your tenauts, T presume, come from Belfast
generally —Yes.

246. And of course while they are here they are
frequently going backwards and forwards?—7Yes.

Myr. RoBerT MURRAY examined.

247, You are o ratepayer of Bullyholme!—I am
ruted at from €108 to £100 in Victoria-terrace in
Ballyholme.

248, And you wre not willing that the boundary
should be extended as proposed I—I would not wish
the beundary extended to include Ballyliolme, and I
came here to enter my protest against it as far as I
could.

249. And you don’t consider that getting the roads
lit and the drainage looked after by the Commissioners
would be a fair exchange for the rating i—1I certainly
don't. I think we avs rated very high at present, and
I think we give Bangor some advantage, and I don’t
see what advantage Bangor could give us in Bullyholme.

250, You don’t consider that it is of importance to
vour tenants, whether the stroets hetween you aund
the railway station are kept in good order or not}
—The streets up to the present were in very fair
order, At the present time they are making a sort
of cutting there—that is county business—that inter-
feres with their comfort. The street before our
Liouses, we made it ourselves, and spending the Grand
Jury money not that of the Commissioners, and as
for the water we have had it analysed by Dr. Hodges
and lee gave a good report, and we have an shundant
Supply.

251. What arrangements have been made with

regard to the sewernge and where it goes!—In the
centre of the bay, as far as Victora-tenuce is con-
cerned.

252, And how arve the houses drained I—They are
drained by a cesspool, a cesspool at the font of the
grounds.

253. One for each house’—No, for seven honses
belonging to me. We have a cesspool for the drainage
of those seven houses which I got regularly made.

954. And is the matter distributed on the land I—
Yes, distributed on the land for the purpose of mannre.
and the surface water runs into the cesspool.

9253. There is no connexion of thut eesspool with
the DBay —Not the slightest that T am awuve of, as it
all runs down at the back—120 feet. My ide
altogether is against the extension that is proposed
to inelude Ballylolme. I don’t think we would
derive any benefit from it. i

956. And you would have to pay the rates!—Yes,
we would have to pay the rates for which we would
get no benefit in the world that I can see. I know
Louses that certainly do not pay the expenses upon
them. We only have i

957. But there is building going on t'lu:w‘ll--\\ ell
there has not been much of lute years. There is some
still going on. There is still some but not very

much,

My, Jaxes Gaw examined.

258. You don't think you derive any advantage
that would justify the proposed extension i--I think
not. T don't see uny benefit that I could derive.

.239. You have not any buildings -—Nothing but
a cottage and the garden marked ; but my valuation is
about £13 a year. I don'tsee if they put anything
upon me that I would get any compensation for it.

260. However I may take you as objecting I—Yes,
please sir.

261. You know you would be only rated at a fourth
of the valuation t—VYes.

964, Juines M‘Dowell, Jula Patterson, and John
Hamilton, stated they were all opposed to the proposed
extension.

933, Mr. Murray.—There arc other owners of
property in Ballyholme who ave opposed to the
extension, but they could not attend to-day.

964. Mr. Patterson.—I don't know anly.resilcllent or
owner of property that is mot opposed in the very
strongest IEB..DIIEP to anything of the kind.

The inquiry then terminated. .
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MUNICIPAL EOUNDARIES COMMISSION,

BALBRIGGAN.—MAY 13tu, 1879,
(Before Mr. (. P. COTTON, C.1.)

My, Dasien SYNNOTT examined.

1. You are clerk of the Town Commissioners of
Balbriggani—Yes.

2. For how long have you heen so?—Three and &
half years.

3. Under what Act is the town?—The Towns Im-
provement Act, 1854.

4. When was it put under that Act?—The Act was
adopted so far as lighting is concerned, on the 2%d
April, 1860, but on the 22ud July, 1876, it was adopted
for all purposes.

5. Including water supply?—VYes. There are no
water works but the Act wasadopted for all purposes.

6. Was the town previously under any body of
Commissioners?—No. That was the first time any
Act was adopted, and they had no other power except
that of lighting,

7. What is the avea of the town?—Five lumndred
and twenty-eight acres one rood and twenty-one
perches.

8. What is the population of the town!—Two
thousand three hundred and eight.

9. That was in 1871 %—Yes. That return is taken
from Thom's Almanne.

10. 'What is the valuation of Balbriggan —Three
thousand eight hundred and ninety pounds fifteen
shillings.

11. That is the lust valuation =—The last valuation,
as certified by the clerk of the nunion.

12. You know the shape of the town—does it ex-
tend equally in all directions from where we now are !
—I think on the average the town extends about a
quarter of a mile from the centre of the town.

13. Are they whole townlands comprised within
the town or only parts of townlands?—Whole town-
lwnds. They are the townlands of Balbriggan and
the townland of Taukardstown. There ave three.

14. That comprises the entire town +—VYes, sir.

15. There ave no wards—No wards,

16. In what electoral division is the town '—it is
in the electoral division of Balbriggan,

17. Do you youwrself know the size of the electoral
division }—No; but as far as I heard it is something
about two and a half English miles from the cont-
house all round except to the sea-coust.

18. How many Commissioners are there —There
are nine Commissioners.

19. How many voters are there I—There are nineby-
three ratepayers qualified to vote.

20. And how many of them are qualified to sit as
Commissioners if elected —Twenty-seyen are eligible
to be elected.

21. Have the Town Commissioners had under their
consideration the queries sent down to them by usi—
Yes, sir.

22. Have they come to any resolution on the
subject 1—VYes.

23. Were they unanimous in their decisioni—
Yes, sir.

24, 'What resolution did they come to %—“The Com-

. issioners as a body considered the question of the
boundaries and they were unanimously in favour of
leaving them as they ave, inasmuch as any extension
of the boundaries would merely have tho effect of
putting additional taxation on those who alveady bore
the principal part of it.”

25. That is that the owners of land outside ave al-
r_eady 1atepayers inside =—No. The Town Commis-
sioners were unanimously opposed to any extension
of the boundaries and were satisfied with the present
boundavies, that is what they said, and T wrote this

out myself.

26. What wege the grounds on which they came to
this resolution —On the ground that the land is so

thinly populated :_)utsiule the boundary, and that if
you added half amile to the boundary the land Lrought
in would only pay one-fourth; and if the Commissioner
had to supply that district with gas the vevenue derive]
would not pay for the lighting, and there are a gooq
many of the Commissioners owners of house Property,
and they pay nearly all the vates themselves. s

27. That is on the supposition that the lands woul|
contribute only one-fourth, and that the Commissioness
would be bound to give light and other facilities to
the extended area}—Yes, siv, and all they could re.
cover would be onefourth, whiel would not pay for
the additional expenses, :

28. Do you know the country round well enotgh
to say if there was an extension of half a mile hoy
many people would probably be brought in?2—No. T
think there wonld not be many within lalf a mile,
There would be Hampton and Black Hall,

29. That would be only two places!—Yes, sir,
There might be a few farmers brought in,

30. How far is Balrothery from this?—1It is a mile
or more.

31. What size is Dolrothery 2—Tt is a small place,
ThLe population of it is about 200.

32. The Commissioners never considered the question
of bringing in Balrothery 7—No, sir, The Louses there
are nearly all cabing, and there would not be much
derived from them ; they are all poor people living there,

33. You have not got a valuation of it +—No, sir.

34, What rates have been struck in the town of
Balbriggan since 1874 t—Tor 1874 the town rate was
10d. in the £.

35. For 1875 what was it 7—For 1875, 8d. in the
pound.

36. Tor 1876 1Tt was 7d. in the pound,

37, For 1877 how much —0d. in the pound.

38. For 1878 1—Tt was 7d. in the pound.

39. You have not struck o rate this year yet'l—
Not as yet.

40. Can you tell me the poor-rate for these years
since 1874 7—Yes, sir; in 1874 the poor-rate was Ls. Gd.
in the pound ; in 1875 it was 10d. ; in 1876 it was 1s.
2. ;in 1877 it was 1s. Gd. ; and in 1878 it was 1s. 0d.
also. That includes 2, sanitary rate.

41. In what year 4—That isin 1875.

42, That is included in the 10d. rate for that year i—
Yes, sir, 2d. sanitary vate in 1877 also, and 2. in 1878.

43. What was that sanitary rate for?—That rate
was for sewers. There was a main sewer made through
the town, and there was £300 borrowed for it.

44, Was this sanitary rate all forthis sewer I—Yes.
In 1874 the Commissioners were the sanitary anthority,
and the £300 was borrowed in about September of
that year, but the passing of the Public Health Act
then took the authority from them and the guardisns
became the sanitary authority. The Commissioners
then handed over the £300 to the guardians, and
this 2d. rate was made for the purpose of vedeeming
that loan, paying interest and vedeeming part of the
principal. ;

45. Do you know how much has been repaid of that
lonn —£15 is paid of the principal every year and
b per cent. interest on the balance.

46. Did that 2d. rate cover anything else—Wns
there any other sanitary work undertaken by the
gnardians %—No, sir, There is part of the rate to pay
the executive sanitary officer. I don’t think if would
take the whole of the 2d. rate to pay the interest and
pert of the principal.

47, But there were no other works done#—No.

48. On what district was that 2d. rate struck 1—0n
the town of Balbriggan.

49, Thatis on the municipal aveal—Yes. Itis
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called the electoral division of Balbriggan, but no oue
outside Balbriggan pays that rate.

50. A special sanitary rate of that kind would be
ctruck upon a special district 1—It is on the town of
Balbriggan and no other place.

51. What do you mean by the town—do you know
¢he municipal area 1—Yes, sir.

59, When I aslked you what was the township of
Balbriggan you said three places—the town of Bal-
Drigran, the townlands of Balbriggan, and the townland
of Tankardstown—you mean the entire of the 528
acres }— Yes, sir.

53. Have you anything to show what district the
special sanitary rate was struck on—what was the
contributory distriet -—Yes, sir (produces notice).

54, After the year 1874, when the guardians struck
a special sanitary rate, did they strike it on the town
of Balbriggan, the townlands of Balbriggan, and the
sownland of Tankardstown—the whole of the 528
acres —Yes,

55. What was the county-cess during these years
since 1874 1—1In 1874 it was 1s. 8}d.

56. That was for the whole yeari—VYes, sir. In
1875 it was ls. 6d.; in 1876 ls. 54d.; in 1877 ls.
alZ;and in 1878 1s. 54 In that year, 1874, the
municipal rate was 104., and that included 3d. for a
special sanitary rate.

57. Was that sanitary rate in 1874 collected i—
On the Tth December, 1874, there was a resolution
passed—

« Resolved-—That the secretary be requested to write to
the clerk of Balrothery Union on the m:}.n_'cct of the loan
for sewage purposes in the Balrothery Union, intimating
that the Town Commissioners are prepared to transfer to the
quardians the amount of the loan subject to the conditions
on which it has been obtained.”

58. Did they kand over the 3d. sanitary rate to the
guardinns 7—No. They handed over the loan. It is
entered on the minutes—

“That our Chairman lodge the balance of theloan of £300,
borrowed for sanitary purposes to the credit of the guardians,
and that the secretary notify such to that body.”

59. How is the town lighted ?—TIt is lighted. with
a3 by contract with a private company. o

60. Atsomuch alamp?—Yes, siv. £2 s, per lamp,
for twenty-three lamps.

1. How is the town supplied with water?—By
pumps. There are six pumps and two public wells.

62. Tn what state ave they ¥ Have they cver been
the subject of any inquiry as to the quality of the
water I—1I think the quality of the water is good, but
some allege that the water is scarce, and more say it
is plentiful enough.

" 63. Is theve any allegation about its being badt—
0, 81D,

G4. The guardiaus took over charge of the pumps —
Yes, sir.

65. How is the town off for drainage—has there been
any complaint about it =—No, sir. The only thing is
that the Commissioners hink if they were invested
themselyes with the sanitary powers, the sewerage
would be looked after in a better manner, and that
it would not be as expensive. The dispepsary com-
mittee, appointed by the Board of Guardians, have to
report any matters to the Boaxd of Gruardians, and if
they find anything wrong it will be some months before
anything is done to remedy it. If, for instance, there
is & sewer bad, the dispensary committeo report it to
the Board of Guardians, and then there is delay.

_ 66, Have the Board of Guardians dune anything
in the way of repairing other sewers, than this one
for which the £300 was borrowed —No, sir. )

67. They have done nothing in the way of extending
them7—Ves, theve is one sewer in Skerries-street,
which they have made.

68. Thent they had this sum for other purposes
besides the one drain %—VYes, and thexe is something
of it expended for keeping the pumps in repadr.

69. Have the commissioners considered the ques-
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tion, whether they should appl .

authority, and get control of ltliaeys;zibt:x;“;l:t::: Itl;ban
selves 1—Ye§ ; the commissioners would Le in fa‘-?:l:
of transferring the sanitary powers to themselves
believing that the work would be better and .
ex%di?onily done, and at less expense. mors

. It that th i

or what you kn:\: fscﬁeoih’;iie?eillﬁuﬂ . ol
foeling, ¢ 1—That is their

71. Buti they have not sent forward any i
No, sir; this was only their expresseaugpi?::fna“_

72. But if they would like it why don't they ask
for it%—They would vather wait for a little while
longer, until they see how it would work in other
towns similarly situated—other towns with as small
a population as Balbriggan.

73. Surely they must know low it operates when
they had the power up to 18747—Ves, sir; they did
not consider they would get any farther péwam than
what they had before under the Sanitary Act.

_ T4. They did not think they would get any addi-
tional powers 7—No, only the same as before.

75. You reside heve yourself1—Yes, sir.

76. Do you know the feeling of the ratepayers
generally with regard to the boundaries 7—1I think the
ratepayers decline giving any opinion. I think thev
would e satisfied with the present boundaries. .

77. What were the receipts in the year 1878, from
the rates I—There was no rate collected that year, the
collector being sick it was held over until next yeur.
The financial year terminates on the 15th October
every year. .

78. What balance had you at starting —The balance
in hands on the 16th October, 1877, was £52 19s. 2d.

70, What did you receive during the year 7—There
was £300 received as a loan from the Board of Public
‘Works, for the erection of a market-house.

80, What else?—There was interest from the
Northern Bank on that sum of £1 17s. 11d. The
£300 was lodged in the bank, and interest accrued ;
then there was the dog tax, £7 11s. 1. ; petty sessions
fees, £10 3. 3d.; for list of voters, ls.; for rent of
stables in the new market premises £4 ; and there was
a new rate made of 7d. in the pound, but it was not
collected. It was struck on the 1st July, and the rate
collector was in hospital, sick, and the rate was held
over, and there was none collected until November,
s0 it doesn’t appear in that year.

81. Is that all the receipts for the yeari—That is
all the receipts.

82. What is the expenditure 7—The total, including
what was laid out for the erection of the market-house,
or in detail |

33. CGtve me the items of the expenditure for the
year 2—For lighting, £329. There was only a half-year
paid in consequence of the rates not Leing collected.

84, That is paid on acecunt 1—Yes. £28 13s. for
lighting, and 3. to a man for taking down the lamps
in summer; salary of Town Clerk, that is the only
= i, £12.

Ig?f t.hnt for a half-year or a year!—A year.

86. Copy of rate-book1—£2; printing, stationery,
and postage, £8 23, 6d. ; election expenses, £1 3s. 9d. ;
Local Government Board for audit, £3 135 6d. ; inci-
dental expenses, 10s. 10d. ; for the market-house, erec-
tion of the markethouse, and drawing plans and
specifications, and for instalment to the Board of
Works in repayment of the loan, £317 15s 5d.

87. That left you a balance of what —£2 6s. 5d.

88, What is the amount uncollected of that rate of
7d.1—£79 18s. 2d., and there ave arrears out of that
which would leave £78 14s. 11d. :

80, Were there any things that should have been
paid for in that year carried over; except the half-year's
lighting +—No, sir, exeept a few small bills for
stationery, nnd fees of £4 to the eollector, who, of
course, would not be paid until he colleets the rate.

0. The £79 includes the poundage 1—Yes.
91. The town commissioners consider they have

BALBRIGGAYX,
May 13, 1879,
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enough money to do their ordinary work within their
present powers with the 1s. rute 1 —Yes, sir.

92. Would they have enough with the ls. rate to
carry out whatever they would want for sanitary
works in case they became the urban authority —1I
think so; the rate never exceeded 10d. in the pound.

93. And with the 10d. they did what they
wanted ?—Yes, and there was more laid out then
than now, for there were more improvements made,

94. And they don't want any special rate for any
other purpose 1 —No, sir. )

95. Is there any other information you wish to

ive regarding the subject 2—No. )
¥ 96. The commissioners have considered the question

as to the transfer of the management of the roads’—
The commissioners decline for the present to give any
opinion as to it. )

97. They don't wish to become the authority for
the maintenance of the romls within the district?—
At the present time they don't, but hereafter they may
change their minds on the subject.

98. What fairs are there held in Balbriggan’—
Four fairs, I think.

MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES COMMISSION.

V). Are they large fuirs?—They ure, They |
held on the 20th April, 29th September, and s
Monday in December, and first Monday’ in Fe;f.tmd
—four in the year. i

100. There are markets held herel—Yoq.
Monduys. Yei;

101. Avre there any schools in Balbriy o
a National school. g ‘g i—Ta;

102. From how far round do you think the childre
come to that school'—I think they are neardy
from the town, .

103. There are no farmers' children from outside
attending them —No. !

104. Are there any schools outside the towni—
Yes ; one at Balrothery.

105. A National school ?—Yes ; a National schoo|

106. Do you know whether the people living e
the present township boundaries wish to be included
in the town or not l—Speaking with some of them |
think they would have an objection.

107. Has the fact that we were going to sit her
been notified in any way?—Yes, sir; it was postel
outside the police barrack,

Man. Terexce O’NEeiLL examined,

108. You are a town commissioner of Balbriggani
—Yes.

109. How long have you been a commissioner }—
For 16 years.

110. And a resident in the town —Yes, sir,

111. You have heard Mr. Synnott say the com-
missioners were unanimously in favour of leaving the
boundaries as they are?—7Yes.

112, They wish to become the urban authority for
sanitary matters in the district?—They do. For, ns
Mr. Synnott stated, it is o slow sort of system nt
present. The dispensary committee uuder the Board
of Guardians meet here once a month, and if any
nuisance occurred’ within that time, and particularly
in summer, the pumps very often get out of order,
there will be delay in sefting the matter right. I
recollect on one occasion the attention of the Bourd
of Guardians wus called to the fact that the pumps
were out of order, and we were left at least three
months withont water; one body reported to the
other—the dispensary committee reported to the
Board of Guardians, and the Board of Guardians sent
back the report, and then it scemed the work could
not be carried out by the dispensary committee, and
we were lelt without water.

113. We have nothing to do with the transfer of
authority, and the only question is whether you
consider the present township, with its present power
of rating, is sufficient to enable the commissioners to
carry out the sanitary arrangements if they became
the sanitary anthority +—Yes; I think so.

114, And they would not want the help of any
additional raies for sanitary matters?—~Oertainly not.
I think we would find we could do with less rate.

115. Your rates have never come up to the shilling
yet1—No.

116. Has there been any proposition for a supply
of water from any other source than at presenti—
No; the people are quite content with the supply.

117. There is no complaint as to the quality of the
water?—No, sir; but there is some complaint of
negligence in keeping the pumps in order.

118. But the quality of the water is good %—Excel-
lent.

119. That opinion of the Commissioners was shared
in by the other Commissioners!—There were eight
Commissioners at the meeting. There was only one
absent Commissioner.

120. Is there anything else you wish to add re-
garding this question of the boundaries 7—No, sir,

121. Do you know the feeling of the ratepayers
immediately inside or outside the present boundary?

-1 think the feeling outside would be agninst exten-
sion, for this reason principally—they are farmers,
and they imagine if they were anmexed they would
forfeit their right under the Lond Aect.

122. Independent of that, do you know of auy
objection to the extension ?—I don’t think there would
be any objection.

123. Would there be any objection if they knew
they would have to pay something more in the way
of taxes 1T think so.

124. Something small ?—They might.
cipally Lind, and it pays only one-fonrth,

125. Ave the holders of land within, say, a distance
of a mile from the centre of the town, but outside the
present boundary, residents in the town $—No, they
are nob.

126, Then the adjeining lands ave not in the nature
of tewnparks ?*—No, they are not.

g&?. These people outside live ou their own land!
— Yes.

128. Do you know where the children go to school
who live, say, a distance of n mile and a half from
Balbriggan 1—T do.

129. Do they come into Balbriggan%—No; au
English mile—from Clonard—they come into Bal-
briggan, but there are schools all round.

130. I suppose the farmers use Balbriggan as a
market town —They do ; and respectable farmers send
their children into the Convent schools here,

131. The people who live within a certain distance,
say, a mile derive advantage from paving the town
properly kept i—VYes,

132. And their land is of higher value on accouut
of being near the towni—No doubt they derive
greater value, if it was for no other purpose than that
of gatheiing séaweed.

133. But that is because the town happens to be
on the scashore —Just so. Of comrse as Balbriggau
is impreved it would benefit the neighbourhood around,
as it would become a better market. .

134. How far into the country do you think any
special benefit accrues to the residents and farmers —
I would say two and a half miles north, west,and south,
or I would say about three miles, as this is the prn-
cipal market place to those people resident out there.

135. I see that Balrothery is a small village withiu
o short distance of Balbriggan—has the uestion of
including it been considered}—It never has, but it
would not come under the same category as other
vlaces, for there ave very few people there except the
parish priest and the rector, and a few people like
that, who would pay taxes.

Tt is prin
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136. The union workhouse is in Balrothery 2—Tt
is three miles beyond Balvothery.

137. In what place is the workhouse situated 1—
1n Balrothery.

138. Is there anything elss you wish to state in
reference to this question #--No. The Commissioners
held a special meeting with the view of considering
this subject, and they instructedl Mr. Synnott to
apswer any questions, and he has embodied their
general opinions on all the subjects on which he has
given evidence.

139. Mr. Synnotl.-—The electoral division, I find,
estends as far as Barnageera on one side; that is
about two and a half miles to the south, and it extends
to the sea —A very short distance.

Mr, Syyyorr recalled,

143. Is Balbriggan increasing in population 2—
There are 2 good many improvements in regard to
building houses but the population is not increasing.

144, The valuation has slightly inereased within
the last few yewrs?—Yes ; und I think next year it
will be further increased, for a good many houses have
been built, and have not yet heen inserted in the vate-
books. They will add a good deal to the rate,

145. Business houses 1—No, sir, private houses,

241
Mr. O'NerLL recalled. BALBAIGG AN,
1;"0. You know the extent of the electoral division ? .-!-a_-;ja_.u.--.-.
—Yes, I do. Mr. Terence
C'Neill,

141. Tt has been one of the recommenidatic ms of the
Select Committee which gave rise to this inguiry, that
where it was feasible the municipal honndaries shoul(d
be ‘m;uIe. conterminous with electoral division boun-
daries ; in your opinion, would it be out of the (ques-
tion tomake the boundaries of the town of Bulbwiggan
conterminous with the boundaries of the electoral
division —Quite out of the question.

142. On account of the immense distance to which
the electoral division extends 1—Yes, and bringiug
nothing in but land. o

146. Is the business of the port inereasing I—I
don’t know, I am not long enough here to say,

147. Mr. O'Neill—1Tt is very much decreasing,

148, Mr. Synnott.—The electoral division extends
on the east to the sen, and on the west to a place
called Winnons, and on the north to a place called
Delvin, and on the sonth to Darnugeer,

149. How far are these }—They are about two
and a half miles distant.

The inquiry then closed.

BRAY.—MAY 3o, 18759.

Before Messrs. W. A, Exuanm, Qc,

1. Mr. Pdward DBreslin, Cluirinan of the Town
Commissioners.—It is my duty, as Chairmun of the
Town Commissioners, to correct a misapprelension
that appears to have gone out, and to say a few words,
The Town Commissioners, when the queries were sent
to them, were perfectly ignorant of the holding of the
Commission so far as they were themselves zoncerned,
and as to what were the requirements. The impression
that has gone abrond is that this inquiry emanated
from the Town Commissioners. They, however, knew
nothing about it until they received these queries, and
the inquiry is purely o Government one as I understand
it. The Town Commissioners have made up their
minds after carefully and minutely going into the
question to have nothing to do with an cxtension. It
would be totally out of the question to bring in a
district to pay rates only on one-fourth of the valuation,
After seriously considering the matter the Town
Commissioners decided not to have an extension.
They think that our funds are mot quite sufficient,
éven now, to carry out all the improvements that are
required, and would not at all be equal to the increased
responsibility and burthen, .

2. CmatryaN.—Tt is, of course, a misapprehension
to suppose that the Town Commissioner’s have in any
way originated or promoted this inquiry. It is held
in pursuance of a recommendation of a Select Com-
mittee of the House of Commons contained in the
report before me, and the warrant issued by His Grace
the Lord Lieutenant under which we act. [Mr.
Exham read portion of the warrant.] There was no

Chairman, and C. P. CorToN, C.E.

suggestion or statement made that the district brought
in should only be liable to one-fourth of all the taxes.
The owners or occupiers now pay county cess to tle
county for keeping up the roads and county-at-luge
charges, and I did not hear anyone say that because
they weve taken in they were to get the benefit of
paying only one-fourth of the county rates. The ex-
tension would, in point of fact, so far as that matter
was concerned, make no difference to them, for it
would Le only the hand that receives that is changed.
No one suggested that by being brought in they were
to be relieved of tbe responsibility of the entire
county rate.

3. Mr. George Keogh, Sclicitor for the Dublin, Wick-
Jowand Wexford Railway Company.—What guarantee
Lave the ratepayers that the legislature hereafter will
give effect to your recommendation, and may not the
result be that the present township with its obligations
will find itself extended with additional obligations,
and without any additional benefit whatsoever. A
recommendation may be of itself very equitable, but
where different parts of the country have taken different
views as to what that recommendation should be, it is
hard for us to be quite content that it will not affect
us unfavourably.

4. CpaiRMAN.—Whatever are the county-at-lurge
charges, we cannot alter them, and in any extension
that is proposed by us it will be practically only the
Land that receives that will be changed so far as this
rating is concerned.

Mr, EpwirD DExpsey examined.

% CrArRMAN.—You are the Town Clerk ‘of Bray?
—Yes.

6. What is the area of the town at present *—1,044
acres 15 perches.

T. What is the entire valuation’—£23,304 15s.
made up of £1,535 10s. for land, and £20,769 10s.
for houses; and the balance, £999 15s., is for railways,
water and gas mains, and half annual rents.

8. What is the population —1n 1831 it was 3,156 ;
in 1871, 6,086 ; the gth September, 18706, it was 8,773.
9. When wasit takenin 1871 —On the st of April.
10. At all evenis we may assume that the population
i increasing +—Yes. o )
11. Is lﬁfm a good deal of building going onf—
Yes. The valustion since last year alone has increased

by £920. -
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12. What was the valuation in 1871 %—£20,162,
and at present it is £23,304 15s.

13. What were the rates for the three last years !—
Since 1874, 3s. 6., except 1877 when they were 3s. 2d.

14. Was that the minimum for the last five years?
—Yes.

15. Did you strike any separate sanitary rate’—
No. The imprevement rate covers all.

16. Then 3s. Gd. is the maximum?—Yes; that
includes 2s. 4d. improvement rate, 5d. water rate, 7d.
gpecinl rate for the sinking fund, and 24. under the
special Act.

17. What debts do you owe?—The present debt
amounts to £6,702 8s. 1d., that includes the two
Government loans of £1,800, and £1,100 borrowed
for sanitary purposes in 1870'and 1872; there is, I
should say, £2,002 8s. 1d. due on them.

18. Are they being paid off by sinking fund 1—By
annuity.

19. How much a year do the annuities amount to ?
—4£144 9s. annually on the £1,800, and £88 5s. 6c.
on the £1,100.

20. What are the other debts made up of 7—£4,700
private mortgages in sums of £2,000, £900, £1,100,
£600, and £100.

21. What is the interest I—Five per cent.

29. Are you applying any sinking fund to that?—
Yes; we have in New Three per Cents £1,451 11s. 4d.

23. How much is the sinking fund each yeari—
£157—the thirtieth portion of it.

24. Is that £4,700 all in one loan'—No,
mentioned the separate sums.

25. Who manages the roads in the town +—We do.

26. Under your Act 2—Yes.

27. Is the cost paid out of the rates?™—Yes; the
improvement rate.

28. How do you manage tle county-at-lavge charges ?
—They average about £600 a year. The Wicklow
Grand Jury send in a warrant for its amount, and we
pay it out of the general rate, and also about £50 a
year to the county Dublin Grand Jury.

29. What is the county cess payable immediately
outside the houndary -—From 1s. 6d. to 1s. 8d. on an
average. :

30. Ave you the wurban sanitary authovity?—
We are,

31. What are the poor rates in the township —The
rate for the present year is 10d., but it averages ls.
to 1s. 3d.

32. Will there be a sanitary rate?—Not on the
township.

33. What is the poor rate outside *—About ls.
to ls. 3d.

34. How much is the sanitary rate outside?

Sir George Hodson.—Two pence.

35. CrairMaN.—Have the Commissioners, as a
body, considered the question of extension of the
boundaries of the town ?

Mr. Dempsey.—They have not.

36. Have the people in the town expressed any
opinion on it%—8o far as 1 have been able to learn,

opinion of the people of the township is opposed
to any extension, except a very small one.

37. Mr. Corrox.—Have the Commissioners ever
applied for an extension}—Well, Mr. Brett’s report
was under the consideration of the Board some years
ago, but it was strongly opposed.

38. Sir George Hodson.—I did not think it could
appiy atb all.

39. Cmargman.—Is Little Bray included in the

I have

~ present township ?—T¢ is.

40. Does the present boundary follow townland
boundaries?——Yes?

_41. TIs the present boundary in one electoral divi-
sion %~No ; it is in two. '

42. Would an extension of say one mile bring it
into another electoral division —No. . .

43. Has there been any meeting here, 50 far as you
know, of ratepayers to consider it %—No.

MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES COMMISSION.

44. Mr. CorroN.—How many wards are {}
East, West, and Little Bray. ha

45, Can you give the aren and population of
—The area of Little Bray is 127}. 1g. 36: mi
East and West wards jointly 9184. Og, 9p, ’

406, Cannot you separate them and give the valy..
tion of each 2—No. g valua

47. Can you give the nwmber of voters!—Yes-
184 in East ward, 69 in West ward, and Little B

Biav

50 ; total 303. "
48. Can you separate the valuation I—No,

49, Can you tell, out of these voters, how mays

are qualified to sit as Conumissioners ?

50. T find there are about 350 ratings at £7 an)
up to £30, and 270 ratings at £30 and upwards, A
large number of those who are so rated ave females,

51. How many Commissioners are there I—Fifteoy .
nine for Bast ward, three each for Little Bray aui
West ward.

52. My, Corroy.—Have the Commissioners ever dis-
cussed the question of the alteration of the wunl
boundaries t— When the queries were sent here it w3
referred from one meeting to another, but no definit.
decision was come to on the matter.

53. My, DBreslin—They did not come to wmy
decision on the matter, but the last time the Commis.
sioners discussed it, there was a unanimous opinioy
that we could not attempt to take in any addition!
district.

54. How is the town supplied with gas?—We pay
5s. per thousand cubic feet to the Alliance G
Company. We have 114 gas lamps, and twenty-two
metre lamps ; the average cost for four years was £176
(cost of gas) £55 for wages, and £20 to £25 fur
repairs.

65. Do you supply water by arrangement with the
Corporation of Dublin +—Yes. E

56. CuarrMaN.—What was the balance on the last
yearly account to the credit of the townshipt—We
had a balance to our credit at the end of the year
1877 of £722 17s. 4d.

57, What were your veceipts?—Car licenses,
£28 1s. 9d.; rent and tolls, &ec., £36 8s; fines,
£72 9s. 1d. ; dog licenses, £17 17s. 1d. ; miscellaneous,
£62 Ts. 9d. ; £23 6s. 8d. Government contribution in
licu of sanitavy officers’ salavies, Thatis for 1877.

58. How did you stand last year—yon borrowed no
money +—Last year the balance due to the treasurer
of the Hibernian Bank, at the end of the year, was
£1,182 ; and for the year ending 31st December, 1875,
the receipts were—rates, £2,667 16s. 10d. ; car licenses,
£29 15s. 3d.; rent and tolls, £40 Cs. 3d.; fmes,
£108 5s. 10d.; dog licenses, £15 15s 7d.; miscel-
laneous receipts, £102 15s. 1d.; which includes
£44 10s. 1d. of Government contributions for salaries
and rates on Government property.

59. You owed that?%—Yes. The Grand Juwy
charge for the year was £1,183 19s. 8d. ; there wers
law and parlismentary expenses £435 13s 10d.
that was all paid in 1878. -

60. How much was it the year before for tie
Grand Jury =—£671 2s. 1d. )

61. How could it have increased so much I—Fint
there was £200 compensation for the value of groun:
taken for a road, and we had to pay three warrauts
that year to the county of Wicklow Grand Jury.
Before that the warrants were not collected so quickly,
but we had to pay all we owed that year.

62. At the time you owed the balance last year
what rates were in arrear —£2,526 1s. 9.

63. Outstanding —Yes.

64, Were these good rates?—Yes, except some
small sums,

65. Up to what time was the balance sheet for last
year made out %—TUp to the last day of December.

66. When was the warrant for these rates?—In
August some time. .

67. What was the entire amount of the warrant
—About £4,000. 7 ;

68. And how came there to be some £2,000 due!
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__well, the collection was not made as quickly as it
eht to have been,

. Mr. Corroxn.—What state is the sewerage in?
__Very good, generally spealing,

70, Is there any loan for sanitary purposes !—Yes,
The two loans of £1,800 and £1,100, which I men-
rioned before. ) )

71. CmagxaNx.—Were they entirely for your own
aren —Yes.

72, Mr. Bdward Drestin.— From the clear and
cxplicit statement you have made, Mr. Chaivman, my
wind is greatly changed, and I would be in favour of
some extension of the boundavy.
would be inclined to do what would develop the yural
distriets. There is the Old Comnaught-avenue to
shankhill-bridge. Iwould take from the Old Connanght-
road to Shanllill-lridge.

73. CuarrmaN.—That is where the Old Connaught-
road passes under the railway bridge t—Yes, T would
ask vou to take the right and left of that voud ; there
are about twenty-two gentlemen’s residences, and
there is only that straight line of road, no intermediate
road at all. I think that to take that in would
cnhance the township, and be most beneficial to the
district. It will be borne in mind that there is a very
poor population in Tullystown, between 500 and GO0,
ad they are very badly off for water. The water,
iu fact, has been described by the last analysis, to Le
of a very impure character. Now I would not go in
for taking the land, except what the houses stood on,
such as in the case of these detached houses. I haveno
doubt the value would increase and improve by lighting
and watering. The lighting and watering is veally
wanted, and is sought for by several gentlemen
residing along there, who are anxious o get water.
They called a meeting of the Rathdown Union to
advocate the necessity of meeting the great want of
Jure water.

74. Mr. Corrox.—With regard to land, would you
exempt arable land altogether —Yes, except what
liouses stand on.

756. Yon don't mewn to say you would run a line
around the houses 7—1I would take a straight line vight
down by the railway, down to Judge Lawson’s.

76. My, Ryall, 3.p.—What breadth of land would
you take in —TI would go to the sea, and I would go
to Shankhill-bridge ; T would come vound by the town,
into Ravenswell. There is Lord Plunket’s place;
that is a luge placo, and I would take that in. . ;

77, Cramryax.—You go say a mile from the centre
of the town, to take in OId Connanght —Ves.

8. Are there a good number of gentlemen's seats
around Bray within o radius of say two miles from
the Post Office —Yes.

70. Is it your opinion that these gentlemen, living
adjacent to the town of Bray, derive exceptional
wlvantages from the town, having it as a town to
come to and use for the purposes of marketing, going
to the railway, &c.?—Yes. You have hit upon a
knotty point, the market. A market is a thing
wanted badly, for it takes place Lere at about four
in the morning,

80, Do they derive the benefit of having their
Places of worship in the town, and of sending their
children to schools in the town %— Yes, most decidedly,
and they have the full benefit of the lighting, cleansing,
and so on.

81. Do you think that the occupiers of land, and
the owners of land, derive exceptional advantages
from their proximity to the towni—I do, most de-
cidedly. For instance, there is Mr. Longfield, who
has light to his own gate.

82. Does the land near the town pay a higher rent,
sty within & radius of two miles, land further
0ff7—Yes, from my experience that is decidedly the
case, sometimes £6 an acre.

83. Inalmost every place we have been, it is ad-
mitted that land within a short distance of the town,
derives exceptional advantages and benefit, and higher
rents ave paid?

For instance, I

243

Sir George Hodson.—But not for a radius of two
miles from the town,

84, Cramyan,—To what extent, DMy, Breslin

?

BrAY.
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Mr. Edword

would you say the owners and occupiers of laud derive Dempeey.

exceptional advantages from their proximity to the
town of Bray?—I know land at Shankhill which
brings £5 an acre, and if it were three miles off it
wonld average about £3.

85, CHAmMAN.—Does the ocenpier make a profit
out of it by having a market town so near —Y ¢,

_86. Sir George Hodson.—That does not affect my
district at all. -

87. Mx. Brestin.—Land within a mile of the town
goes up to £6 an acre. I was offered, by a butcher
named Smith, £6 for every acre T have at Crinken
m:ld about a mile beyond that the land decreases in
value,

88, Within what distanee would you say gentlemen’s
seats, or the owners of these seats, devive excepLionul
henefit from the town, how far would you go —Well,
I would go as far as the Glen of the Downs. Every-
where gentlemen’s seats are, they derive exceptional
benefit from the town of Bray. T am giving this
evidence, as it were, in favour of an extension, from
the inference I have drawn from your conversation.
You have explained, so far as I could understand it,
that the proposal is that the Town Commissioners
should receive, if the boundaries were enlarged, the
same rate as the county cess is.

89. CmamrMax.—I may tell you what is said else-
where. It is not because they are brought into a muni-
cipality that outsiders as T call them, are to get the
benefit of all the advantages whatsoever they be that
are enjoyed by the parent body. Awm I to under-
stand that your proposition or suggestion, would be
to take in up to Shankhill and Judge Lawson's place,
and that you would give them light and water I—Yes,
if they required it, and they should pay for it.

90. That is if they paid the same taxes altogether
that anyone livingin the town does, you would give
them light and water 1—Yes,

91. CaAamrmax.—It would enly be the duty of the
Clommissioners to lay the mains; it is for those who
want the supply to put in the branches -—That is so.

92, Now take it this way; if there was an exten-
sion, of say a mile, or a mile and a half outside
the town, would this be your view, having considered
it after what T said, that the persons living in that
district, within the boundary go extended, should only
pay a proportion of the rates payable in the town,
that is forr merely lighting, watering, and scavenging
the town, but that they should pay the same road
rate ; and that, with this addition, that if they chese
to pay all the rates (the same as the inhabitants of the
town) they should get all the advantages enjoyed by
the townspeople +—Most decidedly ; and that would
enable the rates to be considerably reduced each year
if proper management were e:ercise\:l, gnd the Com-
missioners elected for the added districts would be
able and in a position to look after the affairs of their
respective constituencies. ~CGood ~Commissioners,
gentlemen of position and intelligence, would be

ted. ,
selgc:;‘ The further question then would be, if you
had an extension carried out and if you got from those
people brought in under it what they pay at prase&t;
would you be able to keep them as cheaply as
County Grand Jury?—That would greatly, or to a
certain extent depend on the blza.nehronds 3 it is more
a question for Mr. Brett. I think myself, to give wy
own general knowledge of the roads, theve is scarcely
enough to keep thehbmnt?l]: roads in as proper order as
ight wish to have them 1n.

omﬁf %[]'l:ke a radius of & mile and a hal:t:, and look-
ing at the map, ave there many gentlemen's mmde:llcet:
that would be taken in +—Well, except In regar

the one district, I have not considered it, but I mul;{l
here mention that another great advantuge it b
have, would be to give the (fommissioners power over

all the carmen, so as to establish cm-taingr__:[itgs, and in
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that way to a great extent tend to develop the
beauties of the place. We have no power ab present
Leyond four miles of the post office. _

95. CmarmaN.—Ob, well, no one wonld extend it
beyond that.

06. Mr. Breslin.—Tt is a great pity there could
not be more extended control over them.

07. CuATRMAN.—Is not the boundary of Bray
rather exceptional and cuvious [—Yes, it is certainly
irregular. 1t goes considerably over a mile to the
east and south-east.

98. And takes ina large portion of Bray Head t—I
am sorry to say not a large portion, except M. Butler's
place. It goes about a mile and a half; at the nor-
thern side it does not go a quarter of a mile.  What
T would suggest is this : I would recommend that we
should go to the sonth of Bray Head and take iqmund

Bray Head, coming round to Windgates, taking the
whole of that, and at thesonth end of BrayHead cutuyp
a nice plot and have a cemetery formed, for I may
mention that Kilmacanogue is overcrowded, indeed
nearly all the burial-grounds about ave overcrowded,
except Kill-o™the Grange.

99, Then yon would, as I understand you, take
in Kilruddery demesne!—Part of it. Lord Meath
has been anxious to take in the whole of Kilruddery.
The road around Bray Head is badly kept and it
would be a great thing to have it properly kept and
improvements effected. If it was in another country
it would bhe a second Switzerland for beauty and
attraction.

100. Cmamryax,—Is it in the hands of any one at
present —No,

101. Myr. Corroy —- Your suggestion would le to
take in Bray Head or some of it near the sen, and not
extend towards Euniskerry, would yon extend in-
land at all 7—There is a piece of road between the
county and Bray, a piece belonging to no one, it is
just between the two counties, and I would go as far
as My, Troy’s or the Dargle gate.

102. Mr. CorroN.—You were a member of the
Board in 1863 +—Yes.

103. Do you remember instrmctions being given to
Moy, Brett to prepare a report on the subject of exten-
sion of the boundaries 7—Yes, that was chiefly at the
instance of Lord Meath.

104. Was Mr. Brett given instructions on the sub-
ject 7—Yes.

105. Is the result indicated by the line marked
yellow on the map ?—Ves.

106. Was Mr. Brett’s report, so prepared.in con-
formity with instructions, sent in —Yes,

107. Was any application made to the Lord Lieu-
tenant —No. The suggestions made were opposed
by a great many.

108. Were the Commissioners unanimouns on the
subject —Well, not unanimous.

109. 'Was any resolution adopted on the report, or
with reference to it?—Yes, the Town Clerk will be
able to tell you from the minutes.

110. The Town (lerk.—On the receipt of the
report, I find a resolution of December 2, 1872, was
passed at a meeting, Lord Meath in the chair. At
that meeting the report from the Surveyor, Mr. Brett,
was read on the subject of oxtension, and on the

motion of Mr. M‘Creevy, seconded by Mr, M‘Neill,
it was resolved—

“That Mr. Brett's report on the increase of the Bray
township, just submitted by him to this Board, be printed
and circulated among the ratepayers.”

And at the last meeting that year it was resolved—

“That a Committee be appointed, consisting of ;
Breslin, Suteliffe, O'Neill, I:tll)l?l Birtehill, to gouaulgefi?l;
and obtain the opinion of the proprietors of the lands pro-
posed to be added to the township of Bray, and to report
upon the steps necessary to be taken' for such enlargement
with the instruction that the maximum taxation shall not
exceed in amount the Grand Jury cess paid at the same
time by the proprietors, and that the proprietors shall not
be charged for wate-, gus, or for sewerage, unless upon

MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES COMMISSION,

their requsition to be supplied with same
motion on this resolution is postponed until ‘nfttl.]“fl'urther
sideration of the report.” e eon-

111. Mr. Corrov. —If that proposed extension v,
adopted, what was contemplated with regard to g EE
division or other arrangement of wards =

M. Zreslin.—1 do not vecollect. As fap o5 1
member coneerning My, Brett’s proposition on mak.re;
inquiries we found that a large majority of the lang
owners were very much opposed to it i

112. Mr. CorroN.—Ius there been or was thers
then any meeting of ratepayers generally 1 Np,

113. But they knew of it 1—VYes.

114._'].‘0 your uwn‘]nmwleclge t_lo these gentlemen
occupying seats outside and their families nse the
town of Bray largely 4—Yes, decidedly,

115.. Do they drive in and go through the town to
the railway and so on %—Yes, constantly. My, Verger
now has gas and water to his very gate.

116. My, Wingfield.—He has not gas or water.

117. Mr. Brett.—Mr. Verner applied to us for
wuter, and we conld not give it to him. TIf the Com-
missioners were made aware of what My. Exham has
stated they would not be opposed to the extension,
‘What I advocate on the north side would leave g
large surplus.  The value of the houses and out-offices
along that road is large, and even getting onefourth
on the land and full valuation of the houses, mansions
and out-offices we would have a margin. We went
into a caleulation to show that.

118. Mr. Wingfield—If we pay county cess, will
we not, if taken m, have to pay 10d. besides?

119. Cnamryan.—VYes.

120. Mr. IWingfield.—And get nothing for it?

121. Cuareman,—No, you get the light of the town,
which is so largely nsed by you.

123. My, Wingfield.—Well, w11 I can say is, that so
far from considering it to be of advantage, this
proximity to the town that has been spoken of, I think
1t does not tend by any means to our benefit to be
nearit. It isa disadvantage instead of any advantage.
‘We have a lot of idle people, loafers and vagabonds,
running riot about the place, everything is stolen from
us, and we can't trust n single soul. Tt is nothing bus
robbery and dishonesty. We who are the occupiers
have to pay higher for our land than if we were not
near, that is the only advantage, if you can call it an
advantage, to be near thieves and vagabonds. We
liave the whole of this dreadful population of Bray
(worse than is in the world) prowling around and
stealing what they can put their hands on.

193. CuarrMAN.—JT should mention to you, Mr
‘Wingfield, that theve is a very strong opinion expressed
by the Parliamentary Committee, that the rates should
be distributed between the landlord and the tenant,
and then the 10d. or 103d. you pay would be only 5d.
The question comes to this, ought not the people living
within a certain distance of a municipal town enjoying
the lighting, cleansing, keeping of the streets clean,
and other advantages of the kind which they use
Jargely, pay a share of the expenses attending those
benefits they enjoy —But we don’t enjoy them, we
would rather be without them. :

124. Mr. Grifin.—I derive more advantage from
Dublin than Bray, and more from London than
either.

125. Mr. Verner.—I don’t see the advantage of
living near a place where you have to be wa
every individual who comes near your house, and a8
to the market or cattle, why I should like to know
what is the great advantage you devive from shopping
heve, everything is so. dreadfully expensive. Indeed
80 expensive is it that T deal for my beef and mutton
in the Queen’s County.

126 CmarrmaN.—But if you do you have to have
it hrought by train, and then carried along the ronds
to your honse f—Well, yes, but then that would apply
to any other part of the country.

137, Mr. CorroN.—I intended to ask you, Mr
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Breslin, are the ratepayers, as a rule, satisfied with
the arrangement of the wards I—I have not heard any

expression to the contrary.
128, Do you know the number of voters in East

245

ward?—One hundred and eights-seven. There has
heen an Increase of property in Eust and Wes: wards
and Little Bray of £920 in last year,

Baar.
May 3, 1879,

Mr. Edward
Dempsey.

Mr. Joux Bruck examined.

129. CrAtRMAN.—You are a Town Commissioner
of Bray +—Yes, for fourteen or fifteen years.

130, Do you yourself own any land ontside the

resent boundary ---Yes, and in it,

131. Does the land outside the present town, say
for o mile and a half or a mile, pay more rent in con-
sequence of being so close to town?+—Yes, I pay £6
an acre for land.

132. Ts that inside or outside the present boundavy ?
—Inside the boundary.

133. Have youn any outside !—Yes.

134. What is that paying ?—From £4 to £6 an
acre.

135. What would land of the same quality bring
were it further off, say a mile or between that aud
two miles —About £3.

13G. Is the tenant to pay that increased rent from
having a market close at hand, at lis very door 19—
Well, yes; from the advantages of the position of his
land.

137. Does the landlord also get an advantage by
being paid a larger vent by his tenant7—Yes, quite so.
Manure is near at hand, and the cows’ milk is sent in
and sold.

138. Does the traffic, occasioned by the persons
who send in their produce in that way to the town of
Bray, and bring out manure and so on, tend to injure
and dirty the roads *—Yes.

139. In your opinion should they, in justice, con-
tribute something towards it I—Yes.

140. What would you consider a fairrate to be put
on the land%—I-would put very little on the land
now.

141, But, Mr. Bruce, supposing there was a re-
valuation of the land, we are to suppose that whdever
would do that would do it fairly and in accordance

Mr. John
. X y Bruce.
with the times, would you think one-fourth too much,

or ought it to be onehalf7—1I think one-fourtl, would
be enough.

142. Do you think thesc rates ought to be appor-
tioned between landlord and tenant?—Yes,

143. Now with regard to this extended district,
would you say they should continue to pay still the
same road rate —Yes.

144, Would you add on onefourth for the benefit
they get from the town?—Yes,

145. You heard Mr. Breslin's suggestion to go up
to Judge Lawson's, and ueet the road that goes to the
back of Old Connaught 7—1I would not go much to the
west at all.

146. M. Breslin.—1 would take in Ellerslie, and
all the houses there.

147, Cuairman,—That is the roud between Shank-
hill Castle and Ellerslie?—Yes. It is all studded
with houses.

148. Suppose the lighting is not extended beyond
the present nrea; but to having regard to the advan-
tages derived by these people, what would you say to
the extension running to the west of Old Connaught
and these people brought in only to pay one-fourth,
the one-fonrth to be divided between the landlord and
tenant, what would you say to that?

Mr. Bruce.—I would be in favour of that.

149, Wonld it be your view, Mr. Bruce, to extend
the boundary as suggested by Mr. Breslin —Yes; and
take in Thornhill—Sir Edward Hutchinson's.

150. Coarrmay.—Mr. Bruce, do you know Rivers-
dale and Herbert Cottage I—Yes.

151. Do you think the extended area should take
in these 7—Tt would be too much I think.

152. Do you know Killarney Cottage—Yes; that
is a very small extension from the present line.

My, Hexny BretT, o.E. examined.

153. CaammmaN,—You are county surveyor of
Wicklow}—Yes; and the surveyor of the township.

154. Have you made any calculation as to the cost
of the roads, outside the present houndary, if extended
as Mr. Breslin suggested —No ; not beyond what is
saggested in my veport (produced).

155. Could the roads, as mentioned in your report,
be kept by the authorities heve as cheaply as by the
Grand Jury 1—Certainly.

156. Could they be kept for the county cess?—No
doubt about it; and probably there might be some
saving 1

157. Mr. CorroN.—You prepared a report, Mr.
Brett, in 18721—VYes.

158. What were the instructions you received when
You defined that yellow boundary %—TLord Meath and
the Commissioners went over the map, and the line
8 marked in the map (marked yellow) was what
uppeared to Le what the general approval seemed to
point to.

159. Do you know any principle that guided them ?
—No. It was chiefly advocated by Lord Meath, who
Was anxious to bring in his demesne.

- 160. Was there any reason given why they did not
go further off to the north —No; but they seemed to
think that by taking in the portions marked on the
map they would be doing what was of advantage to
the whole. Tt was entirely caused by Lord Meath’s

desire,
161, At the time they were considering it did they
how they should distribute the wards?—No;

Mr. Henry
they did not euter into details at all; the thing was Brett, c®=
allowed to drop as not being generally favourably
received.

162. Suppose it was increased, as suggested by Mr.
Breslin, towards Judge Lawson's, following the road
to Old Connaught, eould the roads be kept for the
same amountl—Yes; there would be a considerable

in for the township.
ma.lrg:; Mr. George chgh.—Do the Grand Jury at
present strike more than is requisite for the roads?

r. Brett.—No.

%4. Mr. Keogh.—How then if the Grand Jury, as I
presume they do, only strike sufficient for the roads
and county-atlarge charges—how do you make out
that there is a margin, or that there would be a margin
if it was tuken away from the Grand _J-ury 7—1T mean
the Grand Jury of the county of Dublin.

165. Taking in Wicklow 1s. 8&4d. or 1s. 6d. to be
amply and simply sufficient for the maintenance of the
roads and the county-atlarge charges, how do you
make out that if -you take away the Grand Jury and
substitute the Commissioners there will be a saving
and 4 large margin of profit to the Commissioners 1—
Because the proportion of the valuation in this portion
of the township is larger than the rural portion of the

“barony. The valuation of the part gf the county pro-
posed to be added on the Wicklow side is £4,716, the
county cess payable out of which is ls 8d.in the
pound, £393, and the road charge applicable thm{%
£114, and county-at-large proportion about £11
(£224). Thereis a clear gain of £170 to the township
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in this way ; this distvict which is highly valued and
Las but o limited road charge has to pay for the roads
in the district parts of the bavony, where the valuation
is small and the road charge large; the same rule
applies to the Dublin side where we propose to add
in a district, the value of which is about £8,000, and
the county cess payable at present is about £700 per
annum, the road charge thereout would be about £200,
and charge on county-at-large about £150, making a
total outlay of £350 and showing a clear gain to the
township of an equal sum, and this is caused by the
like circumstances as on the Wicklow side, namely,
that the highly valued lands near Bray have to pay
for the remote districts of the barony of Rathdown,

166. But once you go outside the present bonndary
does it not then become jusl the same s the rest of
the rural district =—No ; for the first mile or so the
value is increased, and then it decreases until you go
to the extreme end of the county.

167. Mur. Keogh.—How much an acre is the land
valued at between the present boundary—half way
between the present boundary and Sir George Hodson’s
demesne and the land of Mr. La Touche?—As a
general rule the land within a mile of the town 1is
valued at double what it is at Delgany.

168. Could you tell us what the value is per acre
above Mr. Wingfield's and Sir George Hodson’s?—
No. I could give you general results,

169. Mr. Keogh.—Well now Mr. Brett, has the
township had funds to light even the roads within the
township—at the present moment are they all lighted ?
—They have not sufficient funds to make all the im-
provements that might be deemed mnecessary or
advisable.

170. Take one matter, take lighting, is there a
single lamp beyond the Herbert Road—is the
Herbert Road all lighted in fact 2—No.

171. Well now take the portion between my gate
and Mr. Wingfield’s—the township boundary comes
to the corner of Mr. Wingfield's land—is there a lamp
in that place?—No. I think there ought to be a
lamp there.

172. There are none on the Herbert Road 1—No.
There are some as far as it is built on.

173. Myr. Breslin.—The reason we did not do this
was because it was only this month we got the
money.

174, Mr. Wingfield —Mr. Keogh might go further
and ask are the lamps near enough ?

175. Mr. Brett.—I may mention that the object of

. that report was to enable the Commissioners to procure
larger funds and distribute them overa larger area.

176. Mr. Keogh.—1Is it not a factthat the chief object
municipal corporations and commissioners ave created
for is to give municipal benefits, is not that so —Yes,
and when there is a small or limited area of juris-
diction, you cannot carry out all that is required
except gradually, It would be different if you had a
large rated area like Kingstown, but here where there
is ; ;Jp}ml.’téed area it is different. ;

+ CHAIRMAN.—What you mean by limited i
to fundst—Yes. Y g

178, Mr. Keogh—Well what municipal object wounld
there be secured by taking in a nuniber of square rnileg
—if you ave unable to do to your satisfaction the worlk
required by the existing area—except to become road

makers =—There would be advantages such as light-

gg great county roads, jurisdiction over carmen and
on.

179. Mr. Keogh.—Jurisdiction over carmen ; they
have that as far as they are likely to get it, and as for
lighting, if the extension were made to say Shankhill
would you contemplate having a row of lamps like

Sackville-street -—No, certainly not like Sackville-

MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES COMMISSION.

180. Would the 10d. pay for paiuting {he | i
alone to say nothing of anything else 2—Yeg tLa
gns company would be glud to lay the maing and g >
tribute to portion of the expenses, .

181. Was there not a good deal of diffienlty ;
getting them to lay down the mains, bLecause &em
was not enough of custom except in respect of t{:
strect lmps.  On the road in the direction of ),
Wingfield's, I believe theve is no one takes the gy
except myself, they all vefuse’—I am not u.waregof
that, but I suppose it is because the gas company
asked them to contribute towards the maing, E

1832, Myr. Wingfield.—There was a pro
time ago made, that each person ahoddpmkp:a:l&
quantity of gas, but although it was Iaid before the
gas company, solittle did they think about it that they
did not even answer the letter.

183. Mr. Keogh.—The gas company told me there
was no oue to take the gas. )

184. Mr., Brett.—I would not recommend an extep.
sion unless benefits were given to those brought in,

185. Mr. Corron.—Is the lighting pexfect now to
the boundary of the township +—No.

186. Is that because of not having rates sufficient
for the purpose I—Yes,

187. If there was additional money and means tg
complete the lighting, and if it was continued and
perfected to the limits of the boundary, would not the
people outside be benefited and interested in it, even
if the lighting was not continued beyond the limits of
the existing boundary *—Yes.

188. M. Keogh—Do you not consider, that the
people living outside and who come into the town of
Bray and make purchases there, confer benefit upon
the shopkeepers

Mr. Drett.—The town benéfits the people outside,
and the people outside to o certain extent may be sail
to benefit the town.

189. Mr. Keogh.—Is not one a fair set-off against
the other 7—There is certainly what might be calleda
mutuality of interest.

190. Cuarrman.—Should there not also be some
mutuality of contribntion - Now take this case M.
Keogh, you arve sitnated close to Mr, Wingfield's place,
you are taxed for keeping up the township and so o,
now suppose instead of Mr. Wingfield’s being a couple
of hundred yards from the boundary, he was just at
it on the other side of the road, would you then think
it right or fair that he should not contribute ‘l—-‘My
answer to that is this: I think the question might
go on ad infinitum. There must be some one who
Jjust adjoins the place that is within the boundary.

191. Yes, and thatappears to be the very thing
which led the Select Committec to see the great
necessity for some revision of the existing boundaries,
and of having this inquiry. The existing condition
of affairs pointed to the necessity of a general inquiry
into the question. In many towns the recommen-
dation and rvesolution of the Commissioners Wwas
that there should be an extension of two miles, or
a mile and a half or a mile radius and so on; the
reason for that was stated to be that the land around
derived exceptional benefit from its proximity to the
town ; that the ocoupier wasable to pay a higher rent
having a ready market at hand and facilities for pro-
curing manure and other advantages, and thab the
landlord had a large benefit because he derived per-
haps double the rent he would get if his land similar
in quality was three or four miles off.

192, Mr. Keogh—All I can say is that the town of
Bray ought not to be extended, no matter what the
Select Committee thinks, The Commissioners have
not money to light within the township, and it would
be wrong to give them a larger area and without any
more money to work it,
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My, CuarrLes DUFRESYE examined.

103. How long have you been a Town Commis-
sioner I—Since 1871,

194. Are yon a large ratepayer in the town?—

Yes. . .
105. What is your view as to extension 2—That
Jand to be brought in should only pay onefourth of the
improvement rate, and the same county rate, the hand
to receive, as you have expressed it, only being changed.
1 believe as to gas and water being supplied to the
Jistricts to be added to the town, that it would ruin
the township if it were made compulsory on the Com-
missioners to do so. There is an immense deal that
conld be done in the way of improvement to the dis-
trict ; in fact, Bray could well be made, and ought to
be made, the first watering place in the country, if not
in the kingdom. A nice walk could be made avound
Bray Head. This place is frequented hy strangevs,
tourists, and a great number of * cheap trippers,” as
they ave called, and everything ought to be done to
develop the natural beauties of the district.

196. CrammyMay.—Is it your opinion that for a dis-
tance of say a mile or mile and a half outside the
town the owners of land and houses derive exceptional
benefit 1—It is my opinion.

197. Ts the letiing value greater on account of being
nearer to the town?— Yes.

198. You would not think of bringix in th
olql_l.tsula at one-fourth and supplyingbthlfm wi:h%gﬂﬂfg_s

o.

_1 99. But do you think they should fairly pay some-
thing even though they did not get anything more
than they have at present?—T think it would be only
fair that they should pay something considering the
benefits they even now receive, and that the roads
would probably be kept in better order than at pre-
sent.

200. What is your idea of the rates to be paid—
wonld you put one-half on the landlord 2—Yes,

201. Mr. CorroN.—I want to ask the Town Clerk
was Bray under the Towns Improvement Act —Yes;
the first meeting was on the 9th of November, 1857,

_202. Mr. Du Fresne, were you a Town Commis-
sioner when Mr. Brett was instructed to prepare his
report -—Yes ; that was in 1872,

203. Were you opposed to the extension then pro-
posed 2—I was, and for this reason it would have
entailed great expense, we would have had to go for
a new Act of Parlinment, at a cost of £3,000, and we
were not prepared to pay that. I was very much
opposed on the ground of expense.

My. Josern BurkE examined.

204. CrarrMay.—How long have you been a Town
Commissioner I—Since the commencement.

205. You heard Mr. Breslin’s observations—No ;
unfortunately I did not.

206, Do you think the boundary ought to be ex-
tended at all 7—I do think there ought to be an exten-
sion to take in the north side and join Ballybrack. I
would have it to join Ballybrack township.

207. Do you know the road at Old Connaught t—
Yes.

208, Mr. Breslin suggested to have that road as a
boundary =—Yes.

209. Would that be advisable do you think —Yes,
I think it would be very well to take that.

%}0. Do you know the neighbourhood of Bray well ?
~Yes.

211. Naw, for a distance of say o mile and a half
round the town, in your opinion is land more valuable
because of its being so close to the town —Well, not
more than in the town.

212. Yes, but if is more valughle than land wonld
be two or three miles off —Ves,

213. From being so close to the town +—VYes.

214. Do people keep dairy cattle, and so on, and
bring in milk and butter to Bray ?—Yes.

215. And take manure away and get it more easily?
—Yes,

216. Do the landlovds get a larger rent —Yes.

217. Do they get more than they would if the land
were three miles awny 3—7Yes, one-third more.

218. With regard to rates, would it be fair to make
them pay, ab all events, one-fourth towards cleaning
and lighting, and so on 1T think it would not be too
much.

219. Mr. Wingfield.—My. Burke, do you think it
of advantage that in addition to paying mare rent for
the land you should be charged another 10d. in the
pound for the advantage of being asked to pay o high
rent I—1I don’t understand.

220. You pay a higher rent because you are nearer
the town — Yes.

291. And is that any reason why there should be
additional taxation put on the person who pays that.
If I pay a higher rent for my land, is that any reason
why I should pay a higher taxation I—No, unless you
get some consideration for it.

Mr. Coruaea DuNNE examined.

222. CuArrMAN.—Where do you live —Oun the Old
Dargle-road. T would like to get out of the boundary.

223. You are in the boundary then ?— Yes.

224, Would you prefer that the borongh was made
less1—Yes, because they arve really doing mothing,
and you are in danger of your life in walking on the
footpath. There is no gas or sewerage, there ave
some houses on it built two feet or so over the road,

they are in a terrihle state from the bad drainage.

225. Mr. Breslin.—Did you send in & report to the
Commissioners -1 complained to the Inspector of
Nuisances,

226, The Town Clerk.—The sewerage is now pro-
vided for.

227, Mr. Dunne.—I would not come before them
Vith complaints because they had not the money ; but
;:t.w they have the money, and there is nothing done

228. Crarmyay,—Well, suppose they do all that you
réquire and bring out the gas, what is your notion
avout extendizg the boundary I—I am not well made

up on it, but I heard tradesmen say they would be
very sorry there was an extension. There are not
many gentry’s places about, and the shopkeepers
receive as much benefit from the gentlemen around as
they do from the town. )

429, (lmArrMAN. —Mr. Breslin says he would go as
far as Judge Lawson's—he is anxious to be brought

m-230. Mr. Ryali.—Why should other people pay for
that?
931. Omareyax.—AMr. Brett says, “we can keep
the roads and make money of them.—we will kecp
these roads better than at present ;" he says that frm.u
his experience he will be able to do that, and do it
at loss expense than it costs the Grand Jury at present,
and the difference will come in aid of the town.

933, Mr. Ryall.—I don't see why an existing tax

should be raised to give a bonus to the town which the -

utside will have to pay.
h%%u;n (a}:‘;znmt.-—-The saving which would take

place according, to Mr. Brets, would, of course, go w0
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the general rates. The parties to be brought in would
he getting the benefit of the surplus. In fact as the
rates would be reduced the outsiders would be getting
the benefit of it.

934. Mr. Wingfield. —But would they do that—
would the Commissioners do that?

MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES COMMISSION,

235. CHATRMAN.—Certainly, if there was

236. Mr. Ryall.—They would d 5 o
they could. SIS ok

237. CHARMAN.—Well, they

cannot g
than 3s. Gd. as the law now stand pend mopg

My, R. R. WINGFIELD, J.P., examined.

938. CHAIRMAN.— You think the boundaries ought
not to be extended 1—1I think they ought not. I don’t
think the business of the township has lecu so well
managed as to make it at all desirable that the people
outside should be brought in. )

239, But if you were to extend the town in the
way it has been suggested, would you not get a great
number of very valuable gentlemen to come in as
Commissioners and take their seats here?—I quite
disagree with you. There are very few outside who
could be Commissioners, who would be able to find
time for the duties; and with the present franchise
under the 13th section of the Bray Act, you will
never get any gentlemen appointed. You can't do it.
You will never have any different class of Commis-
sioners from what there are at present.

240. Mr. Breslin—Surely if your ward is formed
it is your own party would vote yow in, then the
other wards would have nothing to do with it. You
would be sure to be taken in.

941. CHATRMAN.—Suppose there was an extension
would you form the new district into separate wards?
—TIt would greatly depend upon what the new district
is. The extension to the north should be n separate
ward, but any extension to the south would not be
enough. It has been shown that East ward returns
nine representatives, Little Bray, three, and West
ward, three +—Yes.

242. Now what would you say to this arrangement
of the wards. Suppose this extension townrds the
north and whutever was taken in there was formed
into one separate ward, and if there were still to be
fifteen town councillors, then the East ward could be
reduced by three, the new ward would have three,
and Little Bray and West ward three.

243. That would be an advantage?—I think, how-
ever, there ave very few of the gentry who would have
time to join the Commissioners’ body. Down by the
seain that East ward there are a number of gentlemen,
who would be very good Commissioners, but not one of
them would have the time to spave to devote to the
duties.

244, 'Well, I hope you would be able to get gentle-
men who would take sufficient interest in the district.
In Rathmines the Commissioners meet regularly at
nine o’clock, and yet they are all business men.

245. Mr. Wingfield. —But then see the difference
of time in getting in, you must allow for that. No
doubt there are gentlemen who might meet if they
ohose to do so. When there is an election of Com-
missioners, very few of them take any trouble about
voting or anything connected with it

246. Mr. Breslin.—Tho men you speak
gentlemen who just come down hyere tolﬁza }f:mlg
the summer,

247. Mr. Wingfield —Yes, but they have thei
houses permanently. =

248. Mr. Breslin.—In the rural districts yon wi)
find plenty of gentlemen to come as Commissiones t,
keep down the rates, and it would infuse mew bleod
into the Council, and bring the Board to the stutus j;
ought to have.

249. CoarryaN.—You know, Mr. Wingfield, thyt
the boundary goes at present to the novth, {o Cork
Abbey 1—Yes.

250. Does not the owner of Cork Abbey get great
benefit from the light of the lamps up there 1—Well, |
don’t know that he does—he might perhaps if he was
going in and out constantly to Bray, but T think the
people there have very little communication with
Bray.

251. Mr. Breslin.—Take the case of Sir Joln
Ribton's place, where they are anxious to get the
water up.

252. Cmamumay.—Take the case of Wilford House
and Palermo, would not a larger rent be got for those
places from being near Bray ?—Yes.

253. Should they not, in your opinion, contribute
something towards keeping up Bray ?— Well, I think
perhaps the owners might, but I don't see that because
a man hires a house there and pays a higher rent for
it from its being nearto Bray, it is anyadvantage to him.
The only advantage to him is from being nearer to
Dublin.

254. He goes to the station at Bray, and uses the
streets of the town?—No, he would probably go to
Shankhill.

255. Mr. Corron.—May I ask you, Mr. Breslin,
does your agreement with the Corporation of Dublin
cnable you to compel them to supply an extended aveat
~No, we cannot supply anyone with water except
with their assent. We have got the water on very
reasonable terms from the Corporation, and they are
willing and anxious to extend their mains wherever
it is required. I believe Mr. Ryall has the supply.

256. Mr. Wingfield—They allow you to tap the
main on its way.

257. Mr. Dufresne.—The gentlemen who would
be elected would be most certuinly anxious to come
to see that their interests are preserved and properly
represented. They would be greatly interested with
regard to the roads, and would manage the work well,
besides being vitally interested in keeping down the
rates.

Sir GEoree HopsoN examined.

258. Ilive a good deal outside, and have a amall
property inside, and wanted to mention to you that
that property has been acquired in the Landed Estates
Court. As it stood then under the Grand Jury, my
payments under the Grand Jury system were £3 55,
to £4, including all. Since then I have got
water and light, ‘both very defective. As 10 the
Vartry the supply is very irregular, we sometimes have
the water and sometimes not—not always. In the
summer before last things went to such & pitch that T
was required by the tenant to put in a force pump in
order to secure a supply. That cost £40. E.'['he
dlﬂ'erenca_ to which I wished to call your attention
was the rise from paying £3 15s. to £4 under the old

system to paying £11 4s., and on one occasion £13 16s.
under the present system. You ogn’t, under those
circumstances, be surprised at my wish not to be -
cluded in the pro; area.

259, CEAIRMAN.—But, Sir George, this property of
yours, to which you refer, is in the ip as T am
informed }—Yes. _

260. Do you then suggest that the boundaries be
altered by curtailing them +—1I don't do that, for that
is out of the question, but I would not like to haye
the taxation on my own property increased, for it 15
vastly in excess of what it was mnder the old system.
My valuation is £75.

261, Mr. Brett.—You have improved it very much.

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit



MINUI'ES OF LVIDENUE,

253, Mr. Keogh.—What was the conuty cess twelve
ths ago?
moélir G‘-:rge Hodson.— It was up to ls. Gd.

963. Mr. HBreslin.—Has not the value of your
house been considerably enhanced in rent during the

st fifteen years?—VYes ; if the matters by which it
was increased were perfect, but it is not so. There is
peither light nor water perfect.

964, Caarnman.—I forgot to ask as to the wards,
if there was the extension suggested by you, Mr.
Breslin, whether you would include the new district
in a separate ward as I suggested.

965. Mr. Preslin.—I would be in favour of that.

266. Mr. Wingfield. —Yes; T think that would be
a good arrangement. )

967. Mr. Phineas Ryall, 1.p.—Sume of my land is
in Old Connaught. I don’t see why the extension
should go for a couple of miles on the south and
nothing on the east.

268, Cmamyay.—It appears Lord Meath wants it.

969. Mr. Keogh.—Are you in the boundary at
present Mr. Ryall 1—I am.

270, And you don't want to have an extension ;—
No. I do not helieve the Commissioners could keep
the roads for less than the Grand Jury. They do
their best for the district, and I do not think that
changing the hand of the receiver would by any means
ennble the work to be done more economically. I
have no faith in there being a surplus,

971, CmarrMan.—In Wexford, we found there was
an actual saving of about £400 a year, by their taking
over the roads from the Grand Jury.

272. Mr, Neogh.—Wexford is a town entively built
on, with a very small proportion of land, and we know
that every perch of road has a much larger contribu-
tory cess from the buildings than the rural districts,
I am of opinion that the Grand Jury economize as
much as any other body do, and I do not believe the
Commissioners could keep the roads for less than the
Grand Jury, I do not believe that chunging the
hand to receive would enable the work to be done
more economically. The rural district has only acre-
able value for aygricultural purposes, and consequently,
though a perch in the country may cost as much as
in the town, it has not the same source of revenue.
Take in two miles or three, down to Shankhill, and
take it that the Commissioners could keep it for less
than the Grand Jury do; but even if they do it for
the same, then I do not believe the cess is more than
sufficient to pay that and the county-at-large charges,
and the Commissioners would have to pay that and
the expense of the road as well, and where is the
profit,

273. CuammMaN.—In that view the people in the
town who pay on a higher valnation than that on the
land would be paying their quota on a very much
larger seale than the outsiders.

274, Mr. Keogh.—All I ean say is this, and T may
be very obtuse, I cannot see it. Asa ratepayer in the
township, I would unquestionably apprebend very
dangerous results to the ratepayers if they wndertook
duties so far in exeess of their present.

275. CrAIRMAN.—Except they got money to do it
with 1—Well, T do not think, with deference to those
who are of another opinion that it is likely they would
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get any very great benefit at all. 1 huve no confidence
in that view at all, and if extension is to be muude of a
town without water, light, or drainage, heing extended

16 1s rather opposed to my view of Swlmt uam-unicig-ml’
government ought to be. T think it is absurd to add
i ruml. distriet where you ure to huve no Lus, o witer

no drainage. :

276. But the answer to that is what is sugrested in
other places. A man arrives at the ruilwac stution
and drives along the streets of the municijal town
[nE\'ing the benefits of the lighting, «nd so on, for say &
mile, after that mile he has to proceed in the davk. snd
they say they have no objection to pay their quota.
or the advantages derived from the town as far as it
goes,

277. Mr: Aeogh.—I have not heard any outsiders
suy they wish to puy anything, y

278, Mr, Bres/in.—Mr. Bruee says Le does,

270. Mr. Keogh.—The mistake thut underlies a good
deal of this is, that from Bray to Shankhill, unhtlw
right-hand side of the road, it is simply occupied by a
limited number of demesnes, not one of the owners of
which is going to break down his demesne walls and
set the ground for building. It is contruy to alt pre-
cedent that a voad along the side of demesne walls is
to be treated as if it was a municipud road that requires
lighting, and watering, snd everything, as if it were
gronnd built upon or let for building. Tn Bray we
have a lurge acreage unbuilt on at present, and I think
it is sufticient for the interests of Bray to try and
develop that instead of endeavouring to take upon
themselves other operations, liabilities, and obligations
that may prove very enormous.

280. Mr. Ry«!l.—The only land required for build-
ing is close to the railway station ov the sea.

281. CHalRMAN.—Don’t you think that the people
up here at Clifden use the railway very much and pass
tlirough the town!?

Mr. Aeogh.—The greater number of them go to
Shankhill.  They all do that in preference to driving
back, T may tell yon that 1 was instrumental in
bringing in the Bray Act under which the town is
constituted, and we took enormous trouble to aseertain
what onght to be the boundary, and evervthing was
taken in that it was thought should he properly and
and profitably included.  Asto the Commissioners, I
have no ohjection to there being new Uommissioners,
and having new blood introdnced, nor to ruising the
standard as muel as possible, but as Mr. Wingtield
threw out, as long as youn have the qualiication very
low, the franchise low, it is a very difficult thing to
put in persons above the class of those who ave the
majority of the people. Al I can suy is this—my
objection is grounde! upon this—I think the township
would sufter by extension, if I thought it would gain
by it T would take the opposite view.

2832, Mr. Brett.—I may mention that the totalcharge
on the county on the yellow line proposed in 1372,
taking the prices for connty-at-large charges, what has
been proposed to-day would be about as much more,
and the valuation to meet that wonld be very close on
£7,000—certainly over £6,000.

283, So that la. &d. in the pound on that would be
nearly £5001—Yes.

The inquiry terminated.
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CARRICK-ON-SUIL,

MUNICIPAL EOUNDARIES COMMISSION,

MARCH 101, 1879.

(Before Mr. EXHAY, Q.C.)

Mr. WicLian Harpixe, Clerk to the Town Commissioners, examined.

1. The town is under the Towns Improvement
Act1—TYes, since the year 1855.

9. Was it adopted then for everything?—Yes,

3. How were your boundavies settled then, was it
by an order published in the Gazeite, and have you
got a copy of ith—I am swe we got it, but I was not
Town Clerk then.

4. What is the avea of the town?—It is 2,160A. 2r.
1Ge.

5. How many townlands are in thatl—Between
townlands and parts of townlands, fourteen, and there
is a separate valuation made for the telegraph wires,
which extend over several townlands,

6. How many of those townlands are paxtly in and
out of the town?—There ave seven townlands entively
in, and the rest are partly in

7. Whatis the farthest extent of the boundary from
the centre of the townl—From the Butter market,
the farthest extent is about two statute miles to the
east ; about one statute mile to the west ; and to the
north and south, it is within a stonc’s-throw, I might
almost say, for the boundary does not extend at all out
of the town, either to the north or south; on the south,
the boundary is about 500 yards from the river, which
runs through the town. There are about 800 statute
ueres of the town in the county Waterford.

8. What is the population?—In 1871 it was 7,792.

9. Ave there wurds in the town?—Yes, two wards—
Carrick-on-Suir in Tipperary and Carrickbeg ward
in Waterford.

10. What is the valuation of each ward?—Carvick-
on-Suir is £7,308 4s., and Carrickbeg is £1,541 1s.

11. Is the whole town in one electoral division?—
No. Itis in three electoral divisions—one, Carrick-on-
Suir, on the Carrick-on-Suir side ; two electoral divisions
—Carrickbeg and Fenoagh—on the Carrickbeg side.

12. How much of the municipal avea is in each
clectoral division?—762 acres in Carrvickbeg electoral

division, and 103 acres in Fenoagh.

13. YWhat is the valuation of each of thesel—=£873
17s. in Larrickbeg, and £113 Bs. in Tenoagh.

14. How many Commissioners are there in the
town?—Twelve for Cwrrick-on-Suir and three for
Carvickbeg,

15. Are there poor law wards here?—No.

16. Are the guardians elected off the entive electoral
division?—Yes.

17. And the same way in Carrickbeg?—VYes.

18. Are the wards liere considered satisfactory, or
is it suggested therc should be any alteration in them?
—DNot in the wards, but as regards extension of the
ares, alteration is suggested. ;

19. As regards extension of the area, have the Com-
missioners met to consider the subjecti—They did meet
on one occasion specially on the subject.

20. Was that since our queries were sent down J—
Yes. On the 15th January there was a special meeting
convened to consider them, and they came to a resolu-
tion thut it was not desirable to have any extension ;
but when I received an intimation from you that ymi
intended to sit here, there was another resolution
passed to convene a meeting last Friday.

21, Was that a meeting of the Town Commissioners
only or of the people as welll—Of the Commissioners
only at both meetings. They came to this resolution
at the last meeting :—* Resolved that the resolution of
the 15th January Jast anent the boundary heand it
is Lhereby rescinded. And that our clerk be directed

to convey to the Boundary Commissioners, on Monday
next, that we are desirous to have a rectification of
our present capricious limits, but to what extent we
.]u:ue it to the Foundary Commissioners after any

general or othier manner to recommend as t),
think proper.”

22. Was that an unanimous resolution 2 Vs

23. How many Comunissioners were present g, {he
meeting I—Six, and when the resolution of the 15t
January was passed there were seven Commissioners
present. The vesolution of the 15th Janumy
as follows :— 5

“That in reply to the queries of the Muniei .
Commissiouczé t{my be il}:formed that we do g;;la Iizmt?ﬁi
desirable to make any alteration in the present Tuunicips]
boundary

94, Doyou know to what extent the Commissioners
recommend there should Le an alteration 2—I dg ngt.
At the first meeting they had a map, and the Jogg|
sweveyor attended, and he pointed out the two electoral
divisions of Cavrick-on-Suir and Carrickbeg, and then
they pointed out another boundary more limited, Lyt
the resolution they arrived at, on looking at both bound-
avies submitted to them, apart from the present muni.
cipal boundary, was that resolution of the 15th Jaouary
last. They then thought it was not desirableto alter
the boundary. What L mean to convey is thaton
the 15th January there was a special meeting convened
and the two electoral divisions of Carvick-on-Suir and
Carrickbeg were submitted to them for consideration
as to whether they would recommend an extension, or
not to take in the whole of those eleatoral divisions,

25. Mr. Richard O’ Donnell (Chairman of the Town
Commissioners).—The object of the meeting was to
inquive whether we shonld have any extension or not.

36. Do you mean to include the whole of the elec-
toral divisions of Currick-on-Suir and Carrickbeg 9—
Yes.

97. My Williom Harding (Town Clerk).—The
meeting, after seeing the boundaries submitted through
these maps, came to the resolution ot the 15th Jauvary
that it was not desirable to have any extension.

98. When they came to the conclusion the other
day that there should he extension, did they say to
what extent 3—DNo ; they left it to the Commissioners.

29, Mr. O'Donnell—The original resolution was
passed on this basis,. 'We got the surveyor to make
an estimate of the valuation of the two electoral
divisions, and also of what the additional taxation
would be on the valuation of the outlying districis
within the clectoral division, and we found wpon 2
caleulation of the acreage and the Poor Law valuation
that the wtmost we could gain by the extension would
be £00 a year, inasmuch as there are no mansions or
villas, and all we could gain would be whatever we
could get at the rate of 34. in the pound on the ex-
treme valuation, but we know nothing of the extra
charges that might be on the extension, and we came
to the general conclusion that it was better to leave
matters as they were. At the same time there is an
irregularity in the present boundary. We gain
nothing by the extension, and we were under the in-
pression we might be at expense, which would more
than counteract the benefit to be obtained, and one of
the Commissioners came here afterwards and seemed
vather angry that such a thing should bave been
passed behind Lis back, and he moved that the resole-
tion be rescinded. I objected to that except by notice,
and then there was notice given for an adjowned
meeting, to have the resolution rescinded, and there
were five or six here, and they passed the resolution.
That is the whole bistory of the matter. .

30. To what extent does the electoral division of
Carrick-on-Suir extend beyond the present municl] el
boundary 7—It contains 5,1854. 3r. 21P. Carrickbeg

ey may

Wis
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contains 4,039, OR. 29p,, and Fenoagh contains
30724 OR. 38¢e.. . )

’31_ Do these clegtoml divisions extend in some
places four or ﬁ\'e qnles from the town?—Yes. Very
pearly four Trish miles. .

32, When you 3pea.k of 1'cut1f¥|31g the boundary,
would you think of taking some of it off ?—Nc}. The
poundaries took a turn and hooked my place in.  In
about two years after we came under the operation of
the Towns Improvement Act; there was a memorial
sent to the Government for the purpose of having the
area extended, but they refused to entertain it.

33. On what grounds?—They gave no grounds, but
simply refused to entertain it.

34, Do you consider the boundary towards the
north and the east a fair one?%—The east is move in
comparison to the west. We derive no benefit from
extending the boundary. What we wanted was to
have an official boundary on the Ordnance map which
would bring in the two electoral divisions.

35. But you don’t mean to bring in the whole of
the electoral division -—Yes; that was what was pro-
posed, making altogether about 12,300 acres instead
of 2,200, which we have at present.

36. Surely you would not be in favour of that!—I
would not favour that at all.  On the 9th Apil, 1855,
the Commissioners proposed to extend the boundaries,
but not so much, and the Government at that time
refused. On the 14th May, 1855, a letter was written
from the Chicf Secretary’s office that the Lord Lieu-
tenant did not approve of the extension of the boundary,
and then it was vesolved—

“That the clerk be divected to write to the Chief Scere-
tary to express the disappointment of the Connnissioners at
the conelusion the Lord Licutenant had come to of nct
altering the boundaries, and they are sutisfied that it will
sive great dissatisfuction to the ratepayers generally if the
present boundaries be not altered, as it appears there was
a mistake made in the survey of the present boundaries;
that the measnre would not originally have been carried out
even within the present boundaries but that the professional
gentleman engaged for the old Commissioners, and who
was also conducting the movement for the adoption of the
new Act, pledged Timself publicly in open court that the
boundaries wonld be so extended, and that he was autho-
rized 50 to act by a larze number of the ratepayers, as ulso
by many of the parties who have since been clected to that
office, upon wh':(i pledge all opposition to the introduction
of the measure was withdrawn.”

37. Then the boundary has continued the same ever
since I—Yes.

38. What was the boundary then proposed +—There
was i map attached to the memorinl whicl is not heve.
They are now indifferent on the suliject here and they
don't care what is done,

39. Was it ever considered that if you became the
urban sanitary authority you should take wp the
management of the ronds =—No ; we refused to do any-
thing of the kind. What we wish to do is to let well
enough alone. We don’t want to increase any burden
upan us, for our means are very trifling.

40. What is yowr rate '—1s. in the pound improve-
ment rate, )

41. And the sanitary rate?—Nothing, we have
done away with that for the present.

42. You have a tax of 1d. tor keeping up the Green?
—VYes; the tax for the Pavk is 1d.; our sanitary rate
18 3d., and our general purposes 8.

43. You keep within the shilling?—Yes. It is a
poor district and n poor town, and we can't afford it.
We must keep within it. We are trying as well as
We can to keep out of debt and to nurse our little
funds; and the only question would be whether it
unld.be desirable to increase it to any extent and to
bring in those lands to pay one-fonrth ; but the area is
%0 large, it would be about 10,000 acres, and if any
subsequent legislation should bring these places within
our compass here it'is hard to know where it would

eud, if we are to supply officers and inspection and
g pply I

231

44. Yonare the urban sanitary authority at present ?
—Not for these districts at present. i

45. But within the township you are -Yes ; and
if we had that increased distriet it would be a very
serious thing,

46. These districts now pay the full sanitary rate,
and half is deducted from the landlord, and if they
come into the town they only pay ome-fourth so that
it would be better for them to come in1—We don't
want to be burdened with them at all—we don’t know
where it would end. What we would rather do is to
get something that would give ns an income quite
irrespective of that. We are anxious to get up a
butter market here, which would be of vital im-
portance to us, as it would give ns an additional in-
come of about £300 a year.

47. I would like to know whether you could sug-
west what the increase would be I—These gentlemen

“do not suggest any inerease, though they thought recti-

fication would be desirable and they left it to the
Commissioners.

48. But rectification might mean decreasing the
houndary and not increasing 2—VYes.

49. Did any of them, as far as you know, go in for
diminution of the boundary anywhere ?—No.

50. Then it was o rectification by increasing !

51. Mr. Harding (Town Clerk).—What T gleaned
from them would be something like this, to increase
the boundary all round fo its present extreme limit,
so that it should be the same distance in each way.

52. My, 0'Donnell.—You see how indifferent these
gentlemen are on the subject, for not one of them comes
here to-dany. These valuable pusture lands, the grass
of which is set for £5 an aere, don't extend more than
a mile round the town.

53. Do they extend a mile to the north and a mile
to the south +—No; some lands ave far inferior. Only
part of Carrickbeg would produce that, because the
hill intervenes, and there is bad land; buv on the
Kilkenny side the land about the town will set fur £7
an aere.

54, They are in the town at present I—Yes. )

55, Ts it your opinion that land outside the town is
of exceptional value !—Certainly. There are lands
outside the town which, if they were two miles further
off, would not be worth more than half what they are
paying at present. ;

56. Is that from their proximity to the town as 2
market town —Yes. )

57. Do you think they should pay something
towards the keeping up of the town I—No doubt abous
it. They derive more benefit than the townspeople
themselves, for they have the benefit wlhen they come
in, and they have a market here, and the closer the
market is the less the expense of bringing the produce
in, so that they have the advantage of being within a
quacter of a mile or half an hour of the market.

58. Do vou think, in view of that, that you might
qafely take in an area of two miles ronnd the town I—

ink that would be too far. )
: t:ﬁh;.d%Vmﬂd you say a mile and a half I—1T think you
might fairly go to that distance taking the matter in
at point of view.
tlLEtO?OWhather they paid Lialf or one-fourth, would you
make the landlord pay half of that1—I would not say
how mauch, hut I think they shonld puy something.
My impression is that the hxptllox-al derives more
benefit from the proximity of bis lands to the town
than the occupier does. )

G1. The same thing has been said everywhere.
namely, that the person who gets the greatest Leneiit
is the landlord. Do you agree1n that opinion —
Yegz If that is e, is it your opinion that he should
pay for all that }—I would nob venture 1'io say that,
but I go upon the principle that he ghould pay some-
thing. I think you should examine Mr. Harding on
that question as & land agent, and not merely as one

» officers.
& gg.x OSuppasc the avea was extended to the extent you

2K2
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suggest, would there be any diticulty in the Town
Commissioners managing the sanitary portion of the
work —That is the difficulty I see all through, that it
wonld involve us in expense which our present funds
would not enable us to carry out, but if we get an
increase it would be different. .

(4. With regard to the expenses of any sanitary
works, you have power to strike an unlimited sanitary
rate —Yes ; but we have a very poor district, and
unless we got the help of the landlord, we would not
be able to do it, and any addition from extension of
the area would be nouse to us if we had corresponding
liabilities.

65. Certainly not, Lut would not the sanitary
management be very little 7—You would have to pay
additional to your medical officers, and inspectors, and
sub-sanitary officers.

66, Yes, but the vatepayers in the extended district
would have to pay that?%—Yes, certainly ; but we are
obliged to regulate our funds very econowmically. They
are very small, and up to the present we have lept out
of debt. There is scarcely a little commuuity in
Treland that Las so well kept itself clear of liabilities
with the little means we have.

67. Of cowrse, I understand that it is not proposed
to give these outlying districts any benetit of lighting
which you have at present, and that is the reason you
propose to make them pay one-fourth or one-half i—
Yes; but liow would they be affected as regavds
cleansing.

G8. As regards that I suppose unless you took up
the roads there would be no cleansing other than for
sanitary purposes!—=Suppose we got this increased
area into our charge and that we taxed it, would we
be liable to be called upon by wuy person in that aren
to keep the roads clean ?

60. That is for the legislubnre afterwards, aud at
present we could not say as to that —I apprelend we
might be called upon by any person outside the present
boundary who might be brought in, to keep these ronds
clean notwithstanding that we wre not severed from
the county. That is a very serious thing for a small
community.

70. T take your view to be that if they ave Lrought
in they should Le hrought i paying a portion, wlhether
a fourth or a half, and that they should not get light ?
—My individual opinion is that if we ave to suppl
them with equal benefits to the town they should be
equally taxed.

71. T was putting it in the same way. You could
not light these outlying districts for it would cost too
1.11114:}1, and they don't want it, and your view is that
if they are brought in on a differential rate, it is to be
on the understanding that they arve not to get the
benefit of lighting, and that you are not to be bound
to clean these roads outside the present distriet, but
that they should remain with the county as at present
for clea.nsmg purposest—Yes. We object—this is my
own'individual opinion, and, I believe, the opinion of
the other Commissioners also—we obiect to be separated
from the county.

72. You want to remain attached to the county for
all road and county purposest—Yes ; but we ought to
have the mansgement of our internal affairs, That is
what we complain of most. A man may charge by
weight or measurement, or whatever he likes, and we
have no control whatever.

73. Do you consider it would be move important to
get the management of the market than to obtain this
extension ?— Yes. We would sooner have the
management of the market than any extension. |

74. 'Who has the management of the market here?
—There is no control over the butter market at all- -

75. Who keeps it 7—A man named Boyd, who was
appointed by the assistant barrister about twelve or
fourteen years ago,

76. What does he do with the tolls }-—He pockets
them, and we want the butter market o be put under

MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES COMMISSION.

owr control, and we want to have sworn tasters an
weighers. There is no confidence in the warket, and
£10,000 or £15,000 a yewr of the buttey goes a\?
to the Waterford mwket.  If that butter was m‘;fl
here it would be better for the town.

77. Would you get the toll on it if it was solg here?
—Yes. We would get threepence in the pound fyr
the benefit of the town, 4

Myr. Harpiye, Town Clerk, vecalled,

78. Ave you a Lind agent?—Ves, to some exteyt.

79. Do you know the value of land neayr the town
—VYes.

80. Can you say whether land within an aren of
two statute miles from the centre of the town is my.
valuable and pays a higher ront than land three miles
off —Yes, it does.

81. Tn_\vl1;xt extent would you say?—1I say tht
land within the two miles avea is well worth £4 g4
acre, and Jand similar in quality if three miles off i
only worth from 30s. an aere to £2.

82, Tor the same quality of land 1—Yes, and the
gruzing land would be worth £5 an acre. The peole
within that distvict nse the town lavgely for selling
their produce and buying goods, and getting manure
and everything in that way. They also use the
schools for their children, and come in to attend tleir
places of worship, and in many other ways they enjoy
the town just the same as the people in it, i

83. Do they tale the advantage of lighting in that
way —I can't say that, because it doesn't extent
much.

84. During the winter months, when it is dak
heve in the cvenings, do they get the benefit of the
lighting so far ag it goes 1= --Certainly.

85. Suppose you gave them nothing except the
henefit they devive themselves from their proximity
to the town, how much do you think they should pay
towards the keeping of the town—would you say one-
fourth, or oue-third, or one-half?—At present any
land inside pays only one-fourth.

86, Is that too little for them to pay in the town?
—-I think they should pay at least half,

87. Do you think that the half of that should be
put on the landlord —Certainly.

88. 8o you would make them pay half, and if the
landlord paid half of that, they would only have one-
fourth to pay —VYes.

89, Because if it is a fact that the landlord gets
£5 an acre for land for which he would only get £2
if it was further off, he has the benefit to the extent
of £3 by reason of his proximity to the town, and the
landlord should pay something - -Certainly. )

90. Following out that principle, would you think
it fair that, within an avea of about two statute miles
of the town, the boundary ought to be exfc»ended,
keeping to townland boundaries as near as possible}—

[ do. .

91. Would that go beyond the present electorsl
division boundary i—No.

99. Mr. O'Donnell.—Perhaps that would be teo
far, some of the Carrickbeg land is not worth more
than £1 an acre. .

93. If it is only worth £1 an acre it is only
valued at that amount, and if it is to pay on the
valuation it only pays its proportion according 0 ot
value }—1I am speaking of the benefits derived by the
landlord. ¢

94. Well, that man whose land is only vulued 2
£1 would have to pay threepence, whereas the man
whose land is valued at £4 would have to P“{a;
shilling I—But throughout Ireland we find the
land is valued too high, and the good land too low.

-95. Mr. Howard’s view is that within that :ﬁ‘
they should pay half. Is it your view that t.hi
shiould pay one-fourth, but that in either case
landlord should contribute half i—Yes.
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Mr. Joux RICHARDSON examined,

96. T am under agent to Lord Bessborough, and T
jive outside the town.
97, Would a good deal of Lord Bessborough's
land be affected by this?—No.
98, Do you know the town well’—Ves, I am
very Saturday.
hegeQ.ﬂDuyyou think it would be fair that the owners
of property and occupiers within a certain district

should contribute I—I dou't think
much benefit from the town. There are not many
advantages to be got in this town. T don't see
any advantage to our part of the county except coming
in to an odd market. For instance the Lutter woes to
Waterford. T am outside the two miles, and I Lave
nothing to say to the matter,

the county derives

Mr. Harving, Town Clerk, rezalled.

100. Suppose there is an extension, what would
you say as to the wards. I suppose any extension on
the Carrickbeg side should go to the Carrickbeg ward,
and the same way with the other wavd '—I suppose

§0.

101. Would there Le any further rectification of
the wards necessary I—No,

102. How many people would be brought in as
voters by the proposed extension %—Not many, because
it would be principally land that would be broughtin.

Mr. JasES WALLACE examined.

103. T am one of the Town Commissioners of
(farrick-on-Suir.  The boundaries of the town arve in
my opinion too limited and irregulap, und they require
extension. I would be for going for an extension of
pbout two miles from the centre of the town. keeping
to the townland boundavies as near ns possible. The
Jand within that area is much dearer than land of the
same quality about three miles out. The persons
liolding land within that aren use the town very ex-
tensively for buying and selling, and they are enabled
in that way to pay a higher rent for the land than
they otherwise would. The landlord gets the benefit
too, and I think it would be fair that the people
holding that land should pay one-half the taxation
that the town-people pay, even without getting any
benefit from the lighting of the town or watering. In

my opinion the taxes which they should pay should
be further divided, and paid half by the landlord and
half by the tenant. I think that if the town is ex-
tended the extension at the Tipperary side should Le
added to the Carrick-on-Suir wavrd, and the extension
at the Waterford side should be added to the Carrick-
beg ward, I would be brought in for land I hold, but
I would not object on that ground as I think it is
fair. T do not think it would be any advantage that
the Town Commissioners should acquire the manage-
ment of the roads from the Grand Jury. We are
satisfied with the way the roads are kept, and I don’t
think we could keep them as economically. Whatever
district is added should be apportioned to the two
existing wards. No fuvther alteration of the wards
is desirable or necessary.

My, Teomas J. HoweLL examined.

104. T am one of the Commissioners of Carrick-on-
Suir, I think the boundaries are too contracted, and
very irregular; they require to be extended, and I
think they should be extended to the extent of two
miles from the centre of the town, following townland
boundaries as near as possible. I know of my own
knowledge that land withiu that avea pays a consider-
ably higher rent than lands about three miles further
from the town, though they are of the same quality.
The increased value is caused by their proximity to
the town. The tenants who oecupy these lands make
as much use of the town as those who live in the
town ; they buy manure in the town, and evel:_vt.hmg,
in fact, they want; they sell their produce daily, to a
large amount, in the town, and derive considerable
profit from it; and they are thereby cnabled to pay &

larger vent than they would otherwise do. They also
have the benefit of the lighting of the town, and of its
arrangements. I think, in faimess, they should pay
one-half of the improvement rate in the town, and
that what they thus pay should be divided between
the landlord and tenant, as the landlord derives a
much larger rent from these lands than he otherwise
would. I don’t think it would be any advantage to
give the Commissioners the management of the roads,
which are now in the hands of the Grand Jury; we
are satisfied with the way the roads are kept and I
don't think we could keep them as economieally.
Whatever district is added should be apportioned to
the two existing wards. I don't think any further
alteration of the wards is desirable or necessary.

Mr. Dex1s HowLey examined.

105. I am a ratepayer in the town. I have business
in the town. I know of my own knowledge that lands
within a circle of two miles from the centre of the town
pay a considerably higher rent than lands of an equal
value a little further off. The occupiers of these lands
are able to pay, in consequence of the advantages they
derive by buying and selling in the town ; they make
use of the town largely for buying and selling produce,
and they get the advantage of the lighting of the town
and the cleansing of the streets. I think it would be
fair that they should pay one-half of the improvement
rate payable by the people in the town, and that should
be paid in respect of the advantages they derive from

the town. That half, I think, should be divided
between the landlord and tenant, inasmuch as the
landlord derives a higher rent from the land than he
otherwise would. I do not think it would he advisable
for the Town Commissioners to obtain the m
ment of the roads from the Grand Jury, for 1 dont
think they could be as cheaply kept by the Town
Commissioners ; neither do I think it is necessary or
desirable to make any alteration in the existing wards.
The land to be brought in, if there is to be any exten-
sion of the boundary, should be added to these existing
wards. .

The inquiry then terminated.
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"CARRICKFERGUS.—SEPTEMBER 247w, 1879.

[Before Mr. EXHAM, Chairman, and Mr. ROBINSON.]

Mr. T. DiaBy JouNs examined.

1. Cmarruay.— You are the Town Clerk of Carrick-
fergus 9— Yes. Carrickfergus has a form of government
of its own.

9, You are the only town under the 3rd and 4th
of Victoria, chapter 108, anhd the 6th and Tth of Vic-
toria, chapter 93 2—Yes.

3. Has your municipal boundary always been the
same—Yes, ever since the charter granted by James
I. The limitation was then fixed by the charter, and
by it the borough and county of the town were made
conterminous.

4. Have the Municipal Commissioners met and
considered the question of the extension or alteration
of the municipal boundaries —Yes, they had a special
meeting yesterday, for the purpose of considering the
question, knowing that you were going to sit to-day.
They passed the following resolution :—

t That seeing the borough and county of the tawn of
Carrickfergns as at present constituted has been the arca
of local taxation and jurisdiction from a very remote
antiquity with the general satisfaction and eoncmrence of
all the inhabitants thereof, that the Municipal Commis-
sioners are the owners in fee of the entire property, that
there is mo rate levied or required for municipal purposes
within this district, and that the Municipal Commissioners
are also ths Harbour Commissioners and owners of the
entire foreshore of the county and borough. IResolved—
that it is inexpedient to extend, limit, or otherwise alter the
existing boundaries of the borough of Carrickfergus.”

5. As far ag you know, from the ratepayers of the
town, is there any desirc to incrense or curtail the
limits of the municipal boundary —None whatever

6. Is there any outside district, the people of Whi;‘l
would wish to be brought in %—Certainly not.

7. Is the county of the town and the town
Carrvickfergus conterminous with the Poor Tay
Electoral Division —Tt is.

8. How far does the clectoral division extend on
all sides from the town of Cuarrickferpus—how may
miles ! —About four square miles. It is very irvegrular
on the west side. 2

9. What was the poor rate for the past five years!
—In 1874, 1s. Gd. 5 1875, 1s. 4d. ; 1876, 1s.; 1877,
1s.; 1878, 1s.

10. Do you manage your roads yourselfi—The
Grand Jury of the county of the town of Carrickfergus
manage the roads entirely. It is a separate county
and has a separate Grand Jury, and they levy a
separate county cess.

11. Have you considered whether it would be better
to get a transfer of the Grand Jury powers to the
Municipal Commissioners so that you would be enabled
to manage your own roads —The Town Commissioners
have got enongh to do with their own business, and
they don't want to interfere with the Grand Jury.

12. Do you think that there would be any benefit
derived from it 1—I don’t think so.

Myr. Janues Loupey examined.

13. CmamyaN.—You me one of the Munieipal
Commissioners of Carrickfergus?—Yes, I wish to
remark that there has been some talk about the town
contributing more than it gets, and I have made some
inquiries on the subject.

14 Do yon consider there would be a saving
effected if you had the roads under the control of the
Municipal Commissioners 2—1I Dbelieve the Commis-
sioners would have things in a better state for the
amount of money that the town contributes. The
county people are disinclined to do anything for the
town. They say, “ What right have we to contribute
towards the work of the town ?”

15. Do you consider that you could do the work
cheaper and bletter, and that it would be for the
benefit of parties within the municipal area if you got
control of the roads and got the county cess?—We
have not considered the matter. The valuation of
the town is about £6,000, and the average charge is
1s.in the pound, about that every half-year, which
makes about £600 a year paid for roads by the town.

16. Do you think you conld keep your roads much
cheaper if yon got that £600 o year, and the Municipal
Commissioners had the Iaying ont of it !—DMost
decidedly.

My, JorNs

17. CmarrmaN.—Then in that view it would be of
advantage if yon got the Grand Jury powers transferred
to youl—There has been no suggestion made in
reference to the matter.

18. Under the Act of last session—the Public
Health Act—that can be done, and no’ veto- of the
Grand Jury can prevent its being done if the Local
Government Board approves of it—We have nothing
to do with it at present.

19. Tn Wexford they have saved enormously by it ?
—Very likely so.

Mr. Louden.—I have no donbt the town would save
£600 or £700 by it.

re-examined.

20. Mr. RoBINsoN.— You don't think you get valuc'
and that you ave consequently paying a quota to the
rest of the barony?—Yes.

21. You ave the urban sanitary authority here?
—No; we are not the sanitary authority. The
Guardians of Larne are the sanitary authority.

22. The population is 9,450 7—Nevertheless we are
not the sanitary authority, and the Municipal Com-
missioners took counsel’s opinion on the subject. .

23. Do you think it would be desirable that the
Town Commissioners should be the sanitary anthority,
and have the management of the roads, and of the
sewerage, and all that %—1I do think so.

Mr. M. R. Darway, m.p., examined.

24. CHATRMAN.—What are yowr views on the:sub-
ject of this inquiry —As Chairman of the Municipal
Commissioners here, I may mention that I consider
that there shonld not he any alteration of the boundaries,
and further that it would be desirable in my opinion

that we were made the urban sanitary authority, and
that we had control of the roads within the -present
district, and that the distriet should nob be altered.
M. Jolms.—If the whole of the county cess of the
county of the town of Carrickfergus is devoted to
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Carrickfergus it would make no difference to the town
except to give more trouble to the Municipal Commnis-
sioners.

My, Lounden.—1 don’t consider that theve is very
much in ity only that sometimes the country people
cay— “those are town improvements that we should
ot pay for.”

25. CrarryaN.— You thiuk, Mr. Johns, there would
be no good in getting the powers of the Ghrand Jury ?
_1I do. There ave no complaints about the Grand
Jury that I ever heard of, and if any change was
offected the Municipal Commissioners would have to
employ a surveyor and pay him the same as the Grand

Jury.

L"g Tt would probably cost them the same !

Mr. Dalway.—It would cost them just the same.

Mr. Louden.—I think the same objection applies to
any alteration in sanitary matters. If that matter
was changed the Municipal Commissioners wonld have
to appoint a staffl

97. CHAIRMAN.~—Do you think, Mr. Louden, it
would Le desirable that the Town Commissioners
should have in their own hands the sanitary arrange-

ments of thetown, and not have to oing

Lane to get the Board of Guardiabnz gt,omlaooimali’t::
them ? —I would most decidedly object to the alteration
at the present time, because I think it would incur
expense to a considerable extent, and in a variety of
ways that the Municipal Commissioners should not

drop into at present. That is my opinion.

28. Do you think it would not Le desirable that you
should become the urban sanitary authority 2—At the
present time I think not. Tt may be so further on,

in two or three years hence. I think matters have
As to satisfaction with
the conduct of the Grand Jury, I most decidedly say
that I have had good reason to be dissatistied with
their conduct in one or two cases. I had a flooding

gone on pretty satisfactorily.

case which cost me a lot of money.

29. Well, we cannot interfere about that?—VYes;
but I do not want it to go forth, when a statement is
made as to the satisfactory conduct of the Grand Jury,
that it cannot be contradicted. I say most decidedly
that there was great ground of dissatisfaction in con-
nexion with their conduct.

The inquiry then closed.

CARLOW.—FEBRUARY 12ta, 1879.

(Before Mr. W. A. EXHAM, Q.C, Chairman, and Mr. W. P. O’'BRIEN.)

My, Janmes Kerry examined.

1. Crarruay.—You are the Town Clerk of Carlow
—Yes; about five years.

9. T see that the present boundaries of the town
were fixed by an Order in Council of the Ind of
January, 1855 +—Yes.

3. That was the time the Towns Improvement Act
was adopted in Carlow +—Yes.

4. Have the Loundmies remained the same ever
sinced—Yes.

5. Are the municipal and parliamentary boundaries
the same bere —They ave.

(. The town is divided into two wards 1—Yes,
Carlow and Graigue.

7. Ave Carlow and Graigue Poor Law wards alsol
—Yes.

8. Mr, O'Briey.—Are they wards for Poor Law
purposes —Yes,

9. CEAIRMAN.—Are the wards the same for muni-
cial and Poor Law purposes -—Yes.

10. Is the town in two electoral divisions also t—
Yes, Carlow and Graigue.

11. What is the population 17,842 in 1871. |

12. Ts it an increasing or decreasing population I—
Decreasing.

13. What is it supposed to be now 7—About 7,000.
5 14, What is the acrenble avea of the town 1—D464.
JR. 15,

15. Mr. O'BriEN.—A ccording to the return of the
Valuation Office it is given as 629 acres —The total
I have given you is taken from the books of the Clerk
of the Union, 546 acres.

16. Ts that for the two wards —Yes.

17. What is the valuationl—About £9, 460 for
Carlow.

18. Are there any waste lands included in that
aea?—TI do mot know. The valuation of Carlow
ward is £9,465 bs.

19. What is the total valuation 1—£10,8%9 10s.

20. It is quite clear that the retwrn furnished to
me by the Valuation Office refers to the same thing,
because the valuation given in that retwn is £1 0,032,
%0 that there 1nust be some waste land included i—
Probably so.

21, CrAmMAN.—Will you give me the rates which

Lave been struck heve for the last five years 2—Yes,
they ure ag follows :—

Municipal.  Yoor Jaw.  County.
v s d s d. s o
1874, 1 0 211 1 8}
1875, K ¢ ) 2 3 110
1876, . . 010 17 1 8}
1877, - . 010 111 S 1
1878, P . 010 9 7 1 9

99, Have the Commissioners considered the question
as to the extension of the boundaries —Yes.

93. Have they expressed a nnanimous opinion vu
it1+—Yes.

94, Ave you authorized to state what that opinion
is +—I think so.

95. Mr. O'Briey.—How many Commissioners are
there :—Iighteen, fifteen for Carlow and three for
Gruigue. Seven members were present at the meeting
at which this question of the extension of the bound-
aries was considered.

96, Was it a specially convened meeting —Yes;’
all the members got notice of it.

97. CuArRMAN.—What is the opinion of the body
according to the view taken at that meeting 2—The
vecord on the minute book of the Commissioners is :—

4 At ameeting held on the 18th of December, 1878, seven

members present, it was agreed that the borough boundary
be extended to a radius of two miles from the centre of the

town—the market cross.”

98. What is the present radius from the centre of
the town?— Half a mile.

99. In each direction 1— Yes, in each direction.

30. Isit uniform in every direction +—Yes, except
in the -eastern divection, which is three-quarters of &
mile from the centre of the town.

31. Would the proposal of the Commissioners carxy
{he bounds outside the Carlow and Graigue electoral
divisions I—7J think it would, but I cannot safely say.

32, How many townlands would this proposed ex-
tension take in ?—I cannot say. Mr, Jameson could
tell you that.

33. How many

- present avea, or part
(raigue.

townlands ave included in the
of townlands 1— Two, Carlow and

-
]

25.

CARRICKPER-
GUS.

Sept. 24, 1879,
Mr. M. R. Dal-

way, a.P.

CARLOW.
Feb. 12, 1874,

—

Mr. James
Kelly.
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34. No parts of townlands?—No, the whole of
them,

36. Can you tell me whether the proposed boundary
would go beyond the electoral divisions of Carlow and
Graigue 1— T think it would. Tt would go beyond the
electoral division of Carlow, but not beyond that of
Graigue. .

36. How many electoral divisions will it take in on
the Carlow side?—I don't know the exact number.

37. Will you tell me what would be the extent
of the increase, how many acres I—I cannot tell you.

38. Nor the valuation *—No.

39. Do the Commissioners propose a hard-and-fast
line of two miles of a radius without reference to town-
land boundaries or anything of that kind?—Yes.

40. What would be the increased valuation of this
two-mile radius?—1I caunot tell you, but I can tell
you the acreage of the two electoral divisions outside
the borough. In the Carlow electoral division outside
the borough there are 5,449a. 2r. 12p., and in the
Graigue there are 4,2414. 3r. 20v.

41. 5406 acres is the entire bovough at present?—
Yes.

49. How much of that is in Carlow and how much
in Graigue 2—412a. 3r. 20e. in Carlow, and 1314, 3r.
3ae. in Graigue.

43. Then how much do you propose to take inf—
4,241 acres of Carlow.

44 And how much beyond that, because you say
you are to go into another electoral division?—I
cannot tell; T do wot know the aren outside the
electoral division.

45. On what grounds do the Commissioners con-
sider the extension of the present boundaries desirable
—They think it would be a general improvement and
advantage both to the town and its neighbourhood in
every respect, for instance, in lighting.

46. In what do the advantages consist 1—They
think it would have the etfect of lightening the rates
on the townspeople inside the borough.

47. Do they consider that lands in the immediate
vicinity of the town are more valuable by having the
town to resort to as a market town™—They do.

48. Is it a fact, and do you know that lands ncar
the town, and within this two-mile radius, are let in
the market at a higher rate owing to their proximity
to the town t—VYes,

49. That is a fact?—Yes.

50. How much wore rent would Jands near the
town bring than lands three or four miles off7—From
£1 to 30s. an acre, at least.

51. Is the entire of the town within the municipal
boundary lighted ?—Yes.

53. With oil or gas?—There are seventy-eight
lamps lighted with oil.

53. Have you found that more economical than
gasl—A great deal more, For three years we have
used oil.

b4. Are there many gentlemen’s seats that would be
brought in by this proposed extension?—I would say
about a
. 55. How many of the farmer class would be brought
in1—A very large number.

56. Occupying farms of what size —From 10 to
100 and 150 acres. i

57. Could you give us about the number?—I am
su?sﬁ%e v;guldbbe 200 ratepayers.

. Would it bring in persons who would be i-
fied to fill the oﬁicremogf Top:n Commissioner 'I—Y‘gs“?ha
go%dg mﬁny. I could not say the exact number.

. How many persons are eligible at present fi
that office’— About seventy I aﬁlsglld say. PUvar £1‘.);
and under £20 there are seventy-six, and over £20
eighty-two—that iy 158. ’

60. Do the persons living hetween the existi
limit and the two mile-mdiun; dispose of their prod::g
in this town =—Yes. ;

61. What articles do they so dispose of *—Corn
butter, potatoes and milk, eggs, vegetables, and
poultry.

+—Yes.

MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES COMMISSION.,

62. Do the persons having a town like (0
such close proximity to their land enjoy ex
advantuges over and above persons living at g

arlow iy
ceptional
distance?

_%‘ies Do they use the town coming to the railway1

64. Ave the schools in Carlow resorted to by the
children of these people?—Yes; they have very good
educational advantages also.

65. Have the Town Commissioners considered the
terms upon which they should be brought in; hyys
they considered whether the people living in the py.
posed extended district should pay an equal rate witl,
those in the town?7—Yes.

6G. Ave you aware that under the sixty-secon |
section of the Towns Improvement Act, the owners
or ocenpiers of land within a township pay a rate only
on one-fonrth of their valnation ?—That is 214, in the
pound leve when it is a 10d. vate. :

67, Is it the proposal of the Commissioners that it
should remain the same?—Yes.

(8. Do the Commissioners propose to light all that
extended district 7—They could not light the whle
length of it I am sure.

69. Was that considered by the Commissionersl—
Partly; I am sure they would extend the lighting a
good way.

70. Was the question of the rate consideredl—
Yes ; the quarter rate on the land.

71. Did the Cowmmissioners consider that under
the Sanitary Act of last year—as far as sanitary
matters ave concerned, they would be only liable to
pay one-fourth 1—VYes.

72. Would they be satisfied with that?—Yes

73. Ave they satisfied to bring them in on these
terms +—Yes,

74. Have the Commissioners considered the queries
submitted to them by us?—VYes.

756. In answering the queries did they consider the
auestion of taking up of the roads 2—No.

76. Do the Commissioners propose that the roads
should rewmain still in the hands of the Grand Jury?
—VYes.

77. My. O'Briex.—Aretheyaware of the powergiven
under the Public Health Act enabling them to get
possession of the roads?— They ave, but they prefer
leaving them in the hands of the Grand Jury.

78, Do they get a good equivalent for the money
expended on the town ?—Yes.

79. Cuatryay.— Whoen T last sat here, T remember,
there was a great complaint made about the conduct
of the Grand Jury in relation to Graigue, that nothing
was done for Graigue 7—That is the Queen's County
Grand Jury. )

80. Do you want now to extend the boundary in
the Graigue district 3—Yes.

81. What do you proposet—1Is it that the extended
part of Graigue should remain as it is, and that
nothing should be done with regard to the roads of it,
of which such complaints were made before. We
propose to leave it still in the hands of the Queen’s
County Grand Jury.

82. Although they do nothing ?—Yes.

83. Do the complaints still continue +—There were
no comlaints for the last two years. ,

84, 1fave they maintained the roads properly since
then—They have ; it was the sewers that were con-
plained of at the time you speak of.

85. Mr. O'Briex.—Is the town pretty well regulated
both as regards sewerage or water supply +—VYes.

86. Is there any necessity for a large scheme -—No.
There is not any water supply ; it is all done by pumps.

87. Is there a good water supply in the town f—Yes;
there are sixteen public pumps and very good water.

88. CHAIRMAN.—Are you satisfied with the way the
Grand Jury keep the roads cleansed in the town!—
The Commissioners manage the scavenging, but the
Grand Jury repair the roads, streets, footpaths, water-
tables, and sewerage in the town. . .

89. Tf you take in the roads in the extended district
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do you propose to scavenge them for the one-fourth
taxation I—It could not be done to the full extent.

90. What do you propose to do for the men living
at the furthest extent of the two miles in return for
the 2id. in the pound; do you propose to do any-

ing I—They will extend the lighting and the water
supply, but not to the extent of two miles.

91. To what extent (o you propose to extend these
advantages 7—I should say about half a mile further
than at present.

99. Then for o mile you propose to do nothing %-—I
am sure those advantages to which T have referred
could not be sent out further by the Commissioners.

93. Have theCommissioners considered the question
of taking up the roads, so that there should be one
undivided authority, and that you would have the same
body locking after the lighting, water, scavenging,
and cleaning of the roads, and the sanitary arrange-
ments of the town also +— They would propose to leave
the repairs of the roads in the hands of the Grand
Jury.

9{. Have the Commissioners considered this ques-
tion with regard to those people outside that are at
present in the rural district, that while in the rural
sanitary district they pay the full sanitary rate, and
have a right to deduct half from the landlords, while
if those persons are brought into the town, they will
only have to pay one-fourth of the sanitary rate with
no deduction from the landlord, except the law be
changed 2—T am almost sure the Commissioners have
considered all that.

95, Will you be able if you receive only one-fourth
from them to make all mecessary sanitary arrange-
ments— Yes, but no sewers ; they are made by the
Grand Jury.

96. The Grand Jury only make surface drains; I
am talking of sewers. Suppose the Commissioners
become the Sanitary Authority, have they considered
what would be mnecessary for drainage and other
purposest—1I think with the present borough rate
they could mot do that work without striking a
special sanitary rate for that purpose.

97, If thatwasdoneby the Rural Authovity, the ocen-
piers would have to pay thofull sanitary rateand deduet
one-half from the landlord, but the moment you take
them in, and strike a sanitary rate, then they will only
pay one-fourth to the town without any deduetion.
If you are obliged to strike a sanitary rute for the
purpose of draining theiv district they will only pay
one-fourth, whereas the people in the borough pay the
full yate, and they will bave to pay so much in aid of
the sanitary rate of the people of the outside district.
Have they considered that +—They have.

98. Are they prepared to do it 7—VYes.

99. You say there would be an advantage to the
ratepayers of the town in having those others brought
in, but if the people living within this two-mile area
were brought in, and you are obliged to strike a
sanitary rate on the entire of the district, the people
in-the town will have to pay the full sanitary rate for
the outside district you bring in, while the people of
that district when brought in will only pay one-fourth
of that —Yes.

100. What advantage will it be for the rate-
payers of the town, suppose you strike a Gd. sanitary
rate. 'The people outside will only pay 13d., and the
townspeople will not only bave to pay 6d. for them-
selves, but 6d. for those outside ; they will pay three
quarters extra beyord the people outside the present
district. What advantage will that be to the people
of the town 1—They consider that it would be an
advantage, as it would reduce the taxation of the
people inside the boundary.

101, How will it reduce their taxation?—In the
light in which you have explained the matter I don't
see how it could. The Commissioners must not hiave
considered that question fully.

102. Did they consider this question with reference
to the Public Health Act of last year, and that, as the
law now is, all this land, if brought in, is only to pay
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one-fourth of the sanitary rate and the improvement
rate %—They were aware that all lands only paid one-
fourth of the rate. :

103. Are you prepaved to say that you are ready to
undertake to scavenge all the roads over that two miles
of an area, and that the people outside the present
boundary are only to pay ome-fourth of the cost of
doirg that, while the townspeople pay the full amount
of the rate 1—They were aware of that, but I am sure
they could not scavenge that two-mile area. They
could n.ot go beyond the present boundary, so that the
expenditure would not be much heavier for scavenging.

104. Then what do you propose to do; are you to
leave the roads of the proposed added district un-
scavenged, if I may use the expression =—In the case
of the country roads, the road makers would do that.

105. The road makers only keep the voadsin repair?
—Before repaiving them they always clean them. -

106. Are they to leave them from one assizes io
another —1T am almost sure they would, but not from
one ussizes to another, because they could not clean
them out that distance.

107. What are the amounts of the contracts for
the repairs of the roads within the town?—I cannot
say ; we have no control over them.

108. Any one could see from the contracts what
it cost the Grand Jury to keep the roads in repair for
the town for the last year—what they paid their con-
tractors—then we know what they got from you, so
we could see easily whether you would lose money by
taking up the roads from them?—I cannot say; I
will make out a list for you in a few minutes.

109. Was that considered +—It was, very often, as
to the taking up and repsir of roads and streets.

110. You are paying the Grard Jury something
more than £1,000 a year, and the county-atlarge
charges would be about £500. The question then is
what is the expenditure —Yes, but I don’t know what
they pay for the roads.

111. Have you any surveyor here?—We have a
town surveyor.

112. Have you any map of the town here as
prescribed under the Acts of Parliament +—No map
except the one you have before you.

113, But that is not a map ot all —Well it is the
only one we have.

114. By the 13th section of the 10th and 11th of
Victovia, chupter 34 you ought to have a map of your
distriet, giving its limits and showing the sewerage
and so on, accessible to the public, with the proper
levels marked on it 7—I was not aware of that.

115. Have the people you propose to bring in any

objection to be brought in}—I am sure they will
oppose the proposition of the Commiissioners.
116. Even thongh they should pay only one-fourth
the rates 1—I believe they will object even to that.
117. Mr. O'Briex.—Then they prefer to remain as
they are?—Yes.

118. I presume they contemplate that the sanitary
expenditure will be much heavier on the town than
on the rural district}—Yes.

119. CrAIRMAN.—Ave the sanitary arrangements
in the town satisfactory —Very satisfactory.

120. Then you don't wamt any outlay —1I chink
not, at any rate not anything in the town worth

ing of.
SP???gTben if there was any sanitary rate it would
be for the benefit of the outside distri-t to be brought
in 1—¥es : for sewers and drains.

129. Are you able to speak for the Commissioners
or the urban sanitary suthority with regard to the
sanitary arrangements within the town at present,
and are you in a position to say whother or not the
outside district that you propose to bring in would
require sewerage and sanitary arrangements to be
made for it?1—In gseveral districts I am sure 1t

uld be required.
“0123. Dll;?t you know you would have to do that

work if you bronght them in 1—Yes.
o 2L

of
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124. How far do the clectoral divisious of Graigue
aud Carlow extend 1—I cannot say.

125. Have you a scavenging staff at present for
the town 2—Yes, we have.

126. Utilising that staff for the purpose of the
roads, if you had them in your own hands—what
renson is there—if any outside district is hrought in,
why there should not be one undivided authority in

MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES COMMISSION.

the town to lovk after the roads and alli—1 gopy
know ; I think they were always in favour of |
the roads in the hands of the Grand Juries,
127. The sum 111Li.(1 by the Grand Jll].'y to the yoad
contractors for Carlow is £288 8s. 6d. 1—Ves,
128. Does that include all the lanes and everything |
—All; inside the present Loundary,

eavin g

Mr. Danpy Hernine CooPEr examined.

129. Caarmay.—How long, Mr. Cooper, have
you been Chairmanof the Carlow Town Commissioners?
—For a good many yews.

130. Were you one of the seven Town Com-
missioners who met to consider the question of the
extension of the municipal boundary?—I was.

131. Is it your opinion and that of your brother
Commissioners as far as you know, that there should
he an extension of the Loundaries of the town?1—Yes,
but not to the same extent as we stated in our
answers to the queries you submitted to us--two miles.
After we got your notice we had a meeting to consult
over the matter, and to see had anyone considered
what had been done in other places, and that if therve
was a good suggestion from the course pursued by
auy other place we wouldl take it into our consideration
and perhaps do the same thing, but we lad no grounds
to go upon, and we then mentioned two miles, Since
that time, however, we have changed our opinion
very much, and we think that one mile would be
sufficient for what we want. There is a question that
we were ignorant as to up to this and remain so still,
and it is whether supposing this mile that we now
seek an exteusion to was granted the people holding
land in that extension would be liable to lose the
advantages of the Land Act or not?

132, That is a matter outside our juvisdiction —If
we thought any injury might acerue to the farmers
immediately about the town by an extension we
should call attention to it in our report,

133. Mr. O'Briry.—That is that you would not
advocate an extension of the boundary if the Land
Act was to operate in such a way as to pravent the
farmers to whom you refer getting compensation —
As a farmer I would not like to do that and I do not
think the Commissioners would either.

134. Therefore in recommending an extension you
do so on the supposition that it is to Lhave no effect
whatever as regards the operation of the Land Act!
~That is my idea and I dare say- -though I have
not spoken to them on the subject—it is the idea of
many of the Commissioners. I don't think they
would recommend any extension if they thought it
would injure the farmers about us.

135. CrAIRMAN.—Yon say you are in favour of
one mile extension ; would that be within the two
electoral divisions 1—Yes ; Graigue is a different thing
entirely. The Grand Jury of the Queen's county
regulate all matters with regard to Graigue, except
sewerage. 1 mentioned at the former inquiry that
they were doing nothing for us; that they made us
pay very heavy county cess, and yet did nothing for us.
It is & continual source of annoyance, that there is no
sewerage. We cannot do anything with them. I
believe in many of the houses there is no outfall for
the sewage.

136. Have the Grand Jury improved since’—No
they have never done anything and will not. If our
boundary was enlarged in Graigue, we would be able
to strike a sanitary rate to do that work which the
Grand Jury will not do.

137. Mr. O’Briex.—Would the extension to the mile
radius bring in as much of the Queen’s County portion
as you think necessary &I think it would bring in a
fair, but a small portion,

138. But the Grand Jury there, might ask what you
required the sanitary work for, while you pay county
cess to them, and they might prevent you striking any

—

sanitary rate on that district’—If we had to extegd
that sanitary rate to Carlow, it would be g great
hardsLip on the people heve. We have everything
done in this town that is needful to bLe done by the
Grand Jury. There are only one or two streets—
newly built ones I may say—in a bad way now,

139. What you propose to do would be to extend
the Graigue portion and then to get a sanitary rate for
that district alone —That is the very thing we want
to do. The position of Graigue is this, it 1s composed
of a great many poor houses, and very few of them are
valued at £4 a year, and therefore it would be very
hard to say who it would full on, but the rate I suppose
would fall on the landlords,

140. With regard to those under £4 a year, the rate
would fall on the landlord and as to all over £4 it
would stand in this way—the districl you would bring
in, the extended district, would only have to pay uuder
the present law one-fourth of the rate ?—I dare say,

141. Would not that be a great hardship on the
lnndlords of the houses under £4, and too great
benefit to the occupiers of the Louses over £417 But
how are you to clean the place? How are you to do
it+—It cannot be done without raising money. We
have often thought of that, and we fiud it very difficult
to knnw what to do.

142, The district you propose to bring in at the
Carlow side in the Carlow Electoral Division—would
that require sanitawry work —We want 1 may say
nothing ; there is only one simall street or two of newly
built lLouses there thut want a deain put to them.
Everything is done in the town to keep up u systemof
proper drainage by the Grand Jury, 1 am a member
of the Grand Jury myself, and have been so for many
years, and I an ina position to say, because I know it,
that they are very anxious to do everything thatis
right. The reason why we did not at the time of the
last Commission take that question much into our
consideration, was that we were engaged with our
fairs and markets. At the same time should we see
that after a time we could serve the ratepayers of the
town by taking up the roads, and the county roads,
of course we will avail onrselves of the law, but at
present we do not see any reason for that, because we
calculate that as we have a Connty Surveyor who
superintends everything, if we took up these county
roads we would have to pay a man to do all that and
about one-half goes to pay the county-at-large charges,
I think if there is not something more —some new
things put on us—on the county-at-large charges than
the other half there would be hardly anything to be
made out of it. I think £300 odd is the contract for
the streets. .

143. Is that for the whole of the streets including
Graigue '—Graigue is different. There is no record
of anything relating to Graigue in that office, it being
under the Queen’s County Grand Jury.

144. Tfyou had the entire of the roads under
your charge, and that you got from the people the
same money as they pay to the Grand Jury at present,
would you be able to manage them i—Tbat 15 &

tion we have never considered. We were aware
that we had the power of taking the county roads
belonging to the Borough, but we never entered into
the question minutely. )

145. You would not as the law stands at present
If you had those roads mow, the owners of land,
&c., would only have to pay in effect onefourth
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of the cost of keeping them up under the 62nd section
of the Act1—Yes.

146. But suppose you got the same amount from
the ownexs of the land that they pay to the Grand
Jury, and out of that you paid the county-at-large
charges, and kept the rest yourselves, would you be
able to keep up the roads if they were put under your
management and care —But we would have to do
something to superintend them out of that money.
It is & question we have not considered, and therefore
could not answer it definitely, but it is my impression
that the cost of expending the money would be as much
as it is at present. We pay our County Surveyor
£400 a year, besides having a Clerk and offices. Then
we would have to caleculate what it would be if we
took up the money and then had to pay, which we
should have to pay, a proper person for superintending
the work.

147. Do you propose to give the people residing in
the extended area the benefit of lighting %—Not for such
extension ; but we would have more lights at the
outskirts of the town than there are at presemt. At
present the outskirts are badly lit. I havea good deal
of land in the Queen’s County and here myself, and I
think it would be of advantage, and desirable, to have
better lighting at the outskirts of the town. Thereis
no doubt it enhances the value of the land to be so
very near a town, and also so near a good market.

148, Have the pumps been paid for out of the
improvement rate’—Yes; we are very peculiarly
situated with regard to water. We have the Barrow
running through the town on one side, and the Burne
in another dircction.

149. Do you propose to water the extended district!
—TIf it wanted it we should, and would do so.

150. Even if they only paid one-fourth rates —I
think we would be bound to do it. We should give
them something for their money.

151. Do the lands, from your own knowledge of the
distriet around, derive exceptional value in the market
from their proximity to the town t—There is no doubt
about it that they do. There is a very good price
given for land about the town. Townparks and soforth
are set at £4 and £5 an acre.

152, What would thnt land be worth as land two
or three miles further off =—I think about 40s. an
acre. I think the same quality of land is worth
double immediately about the town.

158. Do the people living in the locality largely nse
the town as a market town =—Of course they do ; they
send in for everything they want, and when we have
our markets and fairs properly established we will be
even more prosperous than now. Itwill be o very great
advantage, indeed, to have our markets regulated,
indeed they could not be worse than now, bnt I hope
we shall get through it in the course of sometime ; but
at the same time I don’t think any of the Commis-
sioners, as far as I know them, would advocate an
inerease, or think of increasing the borough boundary
if they thought they would injure the farmers imme-
diately about them.

154. Mr. O’'Briexy.—We will take it that all rights
they have at presentare to be preserved to them under
the Land Act?—Yes.

155. CHAIRMAN.—We ave anxious to know the
views of the people living in and about Carlow, as to
this question of taking up the management of the
roads, because in other s that we have been to,
the general idea has been that the Grand Jury are
making money out of the towns in that way, and that
if the towns took up the roads they would be able to
have a large saving, and keep them in better order,
and devote the saving to the benefit of the towns?—

y way we can save money we will take it.

156. At Wexford they got that privilege in 1874,
and the witnesses examined there on Saturdey stated
that they were able to save, and have saved about
£400 a year for the last four years, which has been
expended for the good of the town, and besides they
were able to flag the town, and do other things which
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they never ‘i'll]ll_ get the Grand J ury to do before 7—I
know, myself, with regard to the flagzing, that it is a
very .1130-",? expense, and we are ina very unfortunate
position at present, becanse we must bave flags of a
particular description, and of a particular thickness

a_md the county surveyor won't pass any other, and it
15 a worn out quarry, and they say it will take three
years to get good flags again. The Grand Jury are
anxious to do their duty. T could not give you un
answer on that subject, becanse we never discussed it,
we never consulted about the taking up of the roads,

und getting the county cess.

157. You have scavenging in the town independent
of the road contractor. Would you propose to clean
this extended district the same way as the townl—
The road contractor may do it himself. He would be
glad to get what it costs us to scavenge the town ; but
some of the Commissioners would rather have their
own scavenger,

1568. The question is would you be able to scavenge
this extended district of a mile radius I—T suppose we
would.

159. But the people in that district would only pay
one-fourth of that scavenging, and the townspeople
would have to make up the other three-fourths cut of
the rates 1—As I told you the contractor would rather
dlo it himself, because when his men go and scavenge
the roads, they do it so carefully, and do not remove
or rake up the stones, whereas if we sent out men they
would tear away, and not mind or care what harm
they would do in moving the stones, and therefore the
contractor would rather do it himself.

160. But he would not do it unless he was paid for
it 7—1I think he would sconer do it himself than lose by
it, but this is a matter which we did not discuss, because
we were taken up so much with our fairs and markets.

161. As the urban sanitary authority would you
consider it desirable to take up the management of the
rouds within the present and the extended aren, so as
to have one body managing alli—As I said before
that is a matter that we did not discnss, but of course
if we saw our way and thought we would be able to
save anything to the rutepayers we would undertake
it, and I darve say we will do so when we get out of
our present difficulties.

162. You say at Graigne side you would want ex-
tensive sanitary work —We would.

163. Do you think it would be fair to put the sani-
tary rate on Graigue district alone '—Certainly.

164, Is there any portion of the Carlow district in
this mile radipy that would require sewerage!—I
think only one——that is in the present boundary—and
I intend to try to get that done by the Grand Jury.

165. But it is not with reference to what is within
your district at present as the Urban Sanitary Authe-
vity that T am asking, but with regard to the district
that you propose to bring in; would that require
sewe 9—1I think not, I don’t know of any place
that would, and I know it pretty well.

166, Then in point of fact the fourth sunitary rate

yable by that district would exclusively be for the
benefit of the town —Yes.

167. Have you any sources of income except what -
you derive from the rates +—No.

168. Then you have no property !—No. We were
very much in debt some years ago, but we are pretty
fairish now. We have only struck a 10d. rate, and
when we get our fairs and wmarkets we will be able to
do it with less. -

169. Are the rating powers sufficient for all pur-

1—Yes.

170. Are you obliged to leave any necessary wo_rkn
unexecuted in consequence of the limit of your rating
powers —No, nothing of that kind. The only thing
that had to be done was fo run a sewer thraugh 2
gtreet, and that was the only thing there was any diffi-
culty in ; everything else has been. done. The
and all those improvements 'hsva been done by tlie

. and we ars paying a sum every year to
Eh?mf Works that 1::8 barrowed f—;oil ;hem ; 80
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that if you add that to the expensc of keeping the
roads, and nlso a surveyor's salary, I don’t think we
would make anything by taking up the roads from the
Grand Jury. That is my present view without going
very closely into the matter. )

171. Are there any persons living within this ex-
tended district who would be eligible as Town Com-
missioners =—Not many ; but there are some.

172. What is the reason you have changed your
view with regard to the mile instead of the two-mile
radius =—We changed owr view with regard to that
when we saw it would take in too large a district.

173. But if the land within the two-mile radius is
as valuable as the land within the one-mile radius, why
should it not be brought in I—Well, I don't think it
is. The land within the one-mile radius is very valu-
able. I haveland that I could get a very large rent
for ; but when you go beyond that itis not of the
same value. When you go to the two-mile radius I
should say that the land has its regular letting value,
and is not enhanced by proximity to the town. From
a mile to two miles the land would let at about one-
third beyond the value, but within a mile the land is
of great value. There are people living in the town
who would like to get a bit of land outside for cows
and so ¢n, and they would pay a high price for that
land.

174. Mr. O'Brien.—Is there any general suggestion
you would like to offer ?—There is nothing further
than what I have said before, that I would not
wish by our act to injure any of the farmers.

175. CrairMaN.—Then I understand that your
proposal, as the Chairman of the Town Commissioners,
18 to extend the boundaries to as nearly as possible
within a mile from the centre of the town, the Market-
cross, and not to have the roads transferred to you at
ull events for the present, and to take in that external
district on the terms even of their having to pay only
 fourth 2—That is so.

176. May the evidence given by the Town Clerk
and yourself be taken to represent the views of the
Town Commissioners?—Yes ; but there are several
here.

MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES COMMISSION.

177. Is there anything they could add i
know, they may have something to add.

178. Ave there any other Commissioners Present
who desire to give evidence in favour of op ugainst
extension, beeause if uot we will take the Cha.irma.:;
views as those of the Commissioners? .

Mer. O'Briey.—Unless some other members desire
to add to or dissent from the views put forward by the
Chaivman we will not go into further evidence of the
Commissioners personally.

179. M. Jokn B. Mulhall, Solicitor.—] appear Liere
on behalf’ of a great many rural gentlemen outside
They object entirely to an extension, first, on the
ground that when they took their places, and some of
them purchased very recently, they would be deprived
of the Land Act compensation if that extension wag
made.

180. CuAmrMAN. —As far as that is concerned we
understand that all evidence given with a view of
taking in any outside district or land is on the assum
tion that all land brought in shall enjoy all the privi-
leges that it has at present under the existing law.

Mr. Mulliall—That is the principal matter with
which my clients’ objection has to do.

181. Mr. O'BrieN.—If that was got over wonld
they object ?

Mr. dfulkall.—They would not ; and they have very
little more to say if that be the case.

182. Supposing that is got over would they object
to be brought in on the ground of increase of taxation|

Mr. Mulhall.—They think now it is not worth while
to talk about that.

183. CmarryMAN.—If they are brought in now, as
the law stands, they would only have to pay a fourth
of the improvement and sanitary rate, and they would
not get any deduction fromn their landlord for their
sauitary rate. At present they pay the whole of the
sanitary rate, and they have the power of deducting
half of that from their landlord. That being so would
they rather come in or not ?

Myr. AMulhall.—In that view they would rxather not
come in; they would rather leave things exuctly as
they are.

T don'g

Mr. Crarces Casey examined.

184. CmatrvAN.—Where do you reside %—About a
mile from the Market-cross.

185. How far are you from the nearest point of the
municipal boundary in your direction ?—About sixty
yards, but I think the boundary extends almost a.mile
in an eastern direction, and I do not think that the
advantages which have been stated by the Chairman
are such as on my part would induce me to wish for
any change in the boundary. I do mot think the
lighting comes within a reasonable distance, and the

water is at present so close, that in the eastern district
at least T do not think we would derive any advantage
from being taken into the borough.

186. Do you agree with those that say that lands
within a short distance of the town derive exceptional
value from their proximity to the town ?~-That is
quite true ; all the land contiguous to the town brings
a rent of about £5 an acre, whereas the same quality
of land further out would not be worth half the price.

187. Do the people holding these lands use the
town largely —Of course they do.

188. Don't you think they should therefore contri-
bute something towards the taxation of the town
I have no desire to be brought into the town, or within
the borough, because I do not take advantage of the
town ; but I think that farmers who raise stock and

grow vegetables and so forth, and make use of the
town for the sale of their produce, derive positive
benefit from it, and that such if brought in and only
asked to pay a fourth, should be made to contribute,:
189. That is the law at present, but I cannot say
what may be déne afterwards —No. :
190. Mr. O’Briey.—That is the law as defined by

the Towns Improvement Act, section 62, that amble
land and property of that description is only liable to
pay o fourth #—Yes, and you have already stated that
any change to be made would be subject to the existing
law as regards the Land Act.

101. CuarrMAN.—Mr. Cooper’s proposition on the
part of the Town Commissioners is, that any change
that is made should be made subject to the existing
law, and that the parties should have the benefit of it ;
but under the 62nd section of the Act the words are,
“ Any rate to be levied under this Act shall be enly
onefourth,” and so on. Don’t you see the people
outside would derive great advantage as far as any
sanitary rate is concerned —~There can be no doubt
about that.

192. And the landlords would get a benefit because
they would not have to pay anything?—Yes; as to
improved scavenging, I do not think the area brought
in would derive much benefit from it, because the
Commissioners conld not do it at all, and in the present
mile area I do not think we could expect any more
from them. e

193. Would you think it unfair that persons having
land within a mile of the.cross should pay something
towards the keeping up of the town, if they denive
exceptional benefit from it?—You must remember
that they pay for the enhanced value of the land which
they rent. They already pay £5 instead of £2 10s.

194. That is a benefit the landlord has, and then
they are able to pay that rent by the i ed. valug
of their land 1—They are, by their proximity te the
town ; there is no doubt about that. - :
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