
RIVER SHANNON. 

RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 17 February 1836 ;-/or, 

A COPY of the INSTROCTIONS given to the Commissioners appointed under the 

5 &. 6 Will. IV. c. 67, for the [mprovement of the River Shannon i with the Date of tbeir 

Appointment, and the Date of their First Meeting in their capacity ofCommissioncrs. 

Whitehall, Treasury Chambers, } 
2:6 February 1836. 

F. BARING. 

COpy of TREASURY MINUTE, dated '24 November 1835. 

My LORDS read the Act or the last Session for the improl"cment of the River Shan­
non, and also the Report or the Select Committee of the House ofComroons on the 

same subject, ordered to be printed on the 29th July 1834 i they have also before them 
the Reports of Captain Mudge and Mr. }thodes. 5 & 6 \Vili.oJ,c. (',7. 

My Lords advert to the preamble of tbe 5th &. 6th William IV., ill which it is recited Se P N 
that the improvement of the River Shannon from its source to tl,e mouth will greatly con- !IS. 8r>cr~. o. 
tribute to the general pros1?erity of the commerce, agriculture and revenue of Ireland, and 53~, 1 34· 
also to the advantage and Improvement of the counties and districts adjoillinq- such llavi~ 
galion, and that an expenditure necess3TY to effect such improvement shall, when the 
surveys, estimates and conditions are approved of by Parliament, he ca.-ried into effect ol1i 
of the pub1ic revenue, one-half of such expenditure being afterwards repaid by the districts 
interested. 

U oder the provisions of this Statute, this Board is bound to appoint three or more Com­
missioners to carry into effect the objects of the l1ereinbefore recited Act, and more 
especially, 

1. To ascertain the works necessary to be executed for the improvement of the nav.iga­
tion of the River Shannon. 

~. To make estimates of the expenses of such works. 

3. To determine the districts or counties which may be considered directly benefited 
by these improvements. 

4. To consider in what prOp~rtion ' the counties or districts so benefited may justly be 
made to contribute to the repayment ofadvanc€s made by the public. 

5. To inquire int~ and adJudicate upon claims. for compens~tion, taking into account 
not only the loss which particular owners or occupiers may sustain by the proposed works, 
or any part thereof, but the benefit which may accrue to Such owners or occupiers by the 
improvement of the navigation. 

6. To determin~ the amount of toll which ought llereafter to be imposed on the Shall~ 
non navigation when improved, for maintaining sucb improvements and repaying the sums 
advanced. 

7. To ascertain the proper places for the formation of necessary haven9, piers, wharfs, 
and landing I?llices; distinguishing such as ought to form part of the intended works from 
such a .. may Justly be left to individual enterpnze. 

My Lords, considering tbe important duties which are thus prescribed to the future 
Commissioners, have felt the utmost anxiefy to select persons who from c11aracter. profes­
sional skill, experience and habits of business, are most competent to carry into d!1>ct the 

61. intentions 
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intentions of the Legislature, unswayed by any local.bias or interes~. ,Vith tbes.e views 
1\1y Lords have s~le~ted , and by this MiD?~e do consutute an;t app~mt the foUowmg per~ 
sonlS to be Commlsslon~rs. under tbe provIsions ortbe 5th ~ otb Will. IV. c. 67· 

Colonel J. F. Burgoyne, of His Majesty's Royal Engineers, First Commissioner of 
Public 'Vorks, to be Chairman of the new Board. 

Captain Jones, Royal En~ineers. 
Richard Griffith, Esq. ciVil engineer. 
W. Cubitt, Esq. civil engineer. 
T. Rhodes, Esq. civil engineer. 

Write to Colonel Burgoyne for the purpose of notify!ll~ to him his appointm~nt, direct­
ing him to mak~ the same known t,o the o~her ~ommlssloners i an~ request lum .to, take 
the most immediate steps for carrylIlg the mtentlOns of the Board IUto effect, ail It IS the 
ea rnest desire of My Lords that the whole question should be brought before Parliament 
early in the ensuing Session. 

Let copies of all the Papers and Reports on the subject of'the improvement of tIle River 
Shannon, together with the original surveys, plans, maps and estimates, wbere the same 
are necessary for the purposes of this Minute, be placed 10 the hands of Colonel Burgoyne 
for the use of the Commissionen. 

Transmit also a copy of the Act 5th &. 6tb Will. IV. for their guidance. 

My Lords conceive that these documents will furnish the Commissioners with a great 
mass of valuable information, bOlh in relation to the present state of the river and to the 
plans wnich may be adopted for its improvement. These plans the Commissioners will 
carefully consider; adopting. rejecting or modifying them, should they think fit 110 to do upon 
deliberate and careful examination of the documents, and after an early and careful inspec-­
tion of the river and the districts adjacent where it may be required. For the executive 
purposes of survey iL may be necessary to employ subordinate officers and workmen, with 
respect to whom and to the rates of remuneration it is My Lords' pleasure that the opioion 
of Colonel Burgoyne should be communicated to this Board, 8ud they desire that this 
hranch of the expeodil.ur~ may be }tept \~' it~in as narrow bounds as is consistent with a 
due discharge of the dutIes of the CommISSIon. 

1\1 y Lords feel themselves bound to direct tbe attention of the Commissioners specially 
to the provisions of the 7th section of the Act, by which they are required to adjudicate 
upon claims for compensation or for damages arising undf'r the execution of the proposed 
improvements. It is stated in the Report of the Select Commi.ttee to be very doubtful 
whet.her the owners of such eel·weirs as are encroachments on the Royalties of t.he Crown, 
are entitled to finy compensation whatever. In thi s and in analogous cases it becomes of 
the most extreme im:r0rtance that no claim that is not shown to be a. matter of legal right, 
should be efltertaine as a subject of compensation. The Commissioners, when they bave 
collected the facts, will lay them, if necessary, before the law~officers of the Crown for 
their opinion, and ..... ill proceed to frame the rules directed to be published under which 
claims for compensation are to be prepared and awards made. For the purpose of enabling 
them to perform effectually these legal fun ctions, ~l y Lords appoint the Crown Solicitor 
for the Munster Circuit to act as solicitor to the new Board. The Commissioners will 
seek to impress upon the minds of all the parties concerned, the "importance that a great 
national work about to be undertaken by Parliament with a view to general interests, 
sbould not be impeded by any unreasonable claims for compensation on !.he pan of private 
individuals. My Lords direct the Commissioners to frame their plans and estimates with 
the utmost expedition and care, including in such estimates the amount of compensation 
which may be awarded. In the Report which My Lords expect to receive OIl the subject, 
the Commissioners will include a statement of any further legislative measures which may 
be considered nccessary, and a statement of the time \\hich may be required for the com~ 
pletion of tIle work. 

It is the intention of 1\Iy Lords, whilst nothing is omitted that is requisite for the 8ub~ 
stantlal and permanent character of tbe works, that the whole should be executed in the 
most plain and economical manner; all extra expense for decoration and ornament being 
rejected, as the magnitude and importance of the work will, in fact, be its most appropriate 
ornament. The main object will be to establish a good navigation in tbe Sbannon, in no 
part inferior to thal oftbe two great c'mals; bearing constantly in mind tbe necessity of 
providing such additional capabilities as may be necessary for the free passage of an 
appropriate class of steam vessels, suited to the river and lake navigation. 

The Commissioners ,,,m seek, as far as may be practicable, to combine with this main 
object a useful drainage of the neighbouring lands; and such substitution of new mill sites 
a~d wat7r power liS may be the best compensation for mills, dams, weira and watercourses, 
l\'lth \\llIch the proposed works may interfere. 
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The Commissioners will also consider the engagements and liabilities with respect t.o the 
navigation entered into by the Grand Canal Company, the extent to which these ellga<1e­
ruenls have or have nol been fulfilled, the steps that may be recommended thereon, and the 
recommendation of bringing the whole navigation of the River Shannon under one autho­
rity for its maintenance and management. 

My Lords will from time to time give the Commissioners such further instructions and 
authority as circumstances may rC<J,uire, and they desire that a lelter may be written to 
Lord Morpetb, communicatin~to hIm, for the information of bis Excellency the Lord.lieu­
tenant, the appointment of tnis Commission, aud requesting him to move his Excellency 
to afford to tlle Commissioners such assistance and authority as may appear to him 
necessary. 

Transmit copies of this Minute to Lord Morpeth and Colonel Burgoyne. 

Write at the same time to the Secretary of the Ordnance. and desire be will state to the 
Master-general and Board. that My Lords being desirolls to avail themselves of the assist­
ance of Captain H. Jones of the Royal Engineers, IIpon this "temporary but important 
service, their Lordships request that be may receive the authority of tile ,\bster-genera l 
and Board to undertake it, and to proceed to Ireland for that purpose. 

THE Commissioners were appointed by the foregoing Minute, dated 24th November 
1830' 

The Minute was received in Dublin on the 30th of November. 

The fi ve Commissioners assembled and sworn in aecording to the Act of Parliament, and 
proceeded with the service on the 9th December. 

N. B.-Several meetings on the business took place between 30th November and 9th 
December, of the different Commissioners as they arrived by degrees in Dub!in. 

Office of Public Worke, Dublin,} 
~1 February 1836. 

J. F. BurgQYlle. 
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RIVEn SHANNON. 

COpy of INSTItUCTION8 given to the CommissionQrs 
(or the Jnprovement of the NAVIGATION of tbe 
River Shannon; with the Dates ofthcir Appoint· 
ment, and First Meeting in their capacity of 
Commi~sionera. 

(Lord VlSCOll1ll Clemellts.) 

Ordcrtd, by The 1loUHi of Common I, 10 ~, PrllltlJ, 

!lg February 1836. 
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