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INTRODUCTION. 

The art of kni~ing is supposed to have been invented 

by the Spanish; and would, doubtless, form in connection 
with needlework, an agreeable relaxation, amid the stiff 

formality, and unvarying mechanical movements which 
made up, for the most part, the lives of the ancient female 

nobility of that peninsula. 'rhe' Scotch also lay claim to 

the invention, but we think upon no sufficient authority. 

Knitted silk hose were first worn in England by Henry 

VIII., and we are told that a present of a pair of long 
knitted silk stockings, of Spanish manufacture, was pre­

sented to the young prince (Edward VI.) by Sir Thomas 

Gresham, and were graCIously received as a gift of some 
importance. Clumsy and unsightly cloth hose had been 
previously worn, and though we are told by Howel that 
Queen Elizabeth was pl'esen ted wi th· a pair of black knitted 

silk stockings, by Mistress Montague, her silk-woman, y;et 
her maids of honor were not allowed to wear an article of 

dress which her royal pride deemed only suited to regal 

magnificence. We believe the first pair of knitted stock­
ever made in England, were the production of one William 
Rider, an apprentice residing on London Bridge, who 
having accidentally seen a pair of knitted worsted stockings, 
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vi. INTRODUCTION. 

while detained on some business at the house of one of 
the Italian merchants, made a pair of a similar kind, which 
be presented to the Earl of Pembroke, 1564. The stock­

ing frame was the invention of Mr. W. Lee, M. A., who 

had been expelled from Cambridge for manying, in con­
travention to the statutes of the university. Himself and 

his wife, it seems, were reduced to the necessity of depend­
ing upon the skill of the latter in tIle art of knitting, for 

their subsistence. And as necessity is the parent of in­

vention, Mr. Lee, by carefully watching the motion of the 

needles, was enabled, in 1589, to invent the stocking D.·ame, 
which has' been a source of much advantage to others, 

thollgh there is reason to believe the contrivance was of 
little service to the ?riginal proprietor. . Since its first in­

troduction, knitting has been applied to a vast variety of 

purposes, and has been improved to an extent almost be­
yond belief. It has furnishecl to the blind, the indigent 

and almost destitute Irish cottage girl, the means of plea­

sure and profit at the same time. Many ladies, including 
some in the ranks of royalty, have employed their hours 
of leisure in the fabrication of articles, the produce of 
which, have gone to the funds of charity, and have tended 

to the alleviation of at least some of 

" The numerous ills that flesh is heir to," 

and amongst these, the labors.9fthe Hon. Mrs. Wingfield, 
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INTRODUC'l'ION, yii. 

upon the estate of Lord de Vesci, in Irelan rl, ought not 

to be forgotten . 

Netting is another eli1ployment to which the attention 

of the fair has been directed, from the remotest times. 

Specimens of Egyptian Network performed three thousand' 

years since, are still in , existence; and from this time, the 
art, in connection with that of spinning flax, was there 

carried to a high state of perfection. With these speci­
mens are preserved some of the needles anciently used in 
netting. They a.re preserved in one of the museums at 

Berlin. The Egyptian nets were made of flax, and were 
so ' fine and delicate, that according to Pliny, "they would 

pass through a small ring ; and a sin'gle person could carry . 

a sufficient number of these to surround a whole wood. 

Julius Lupus, whil; governor of Egypt, had soine of 
these nets, each string of which consisted of one hundred 

and fifty threads." But even this fineness was far exceed­

ed by the thread of a linen corslet, presented by Amasis, 
king of Egypt, to the Rhodians, the threads of which, as 

we learn !i:om the same author, were each composed of 
three hundred and sixty-five fibres. Herodotus also men­
tions a corslet of a similar texture. 

The nets, of which the ancient specimens remain, were 
then employed in fishing, and the taking of the feathered 
tribes; but it is beyond a doubt that the art was also em­
ployed for other purposes, as the instances above testify. 

In connection with other elegant female accomplish-
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viii. INTRODUCTION. 

ments, netting has continued to claim the attention of 

the ladies of Et1rope in every advancl11g stage of civiliza­
tion, and in the present day it is cuLrlvated with considerable 

success. Knitting was a favorit6 employment of the late 
Queen Charlotte, during the latter years of her life. 

Crochet work has been long known, but it has only 
become a favorite \vith the fair votaries of the needle du­

ring the last few years. It is very difficult to describe, 

though easy of execution, and can be applied to a variety 
of useful and ornamental purposes. It is more frequently 
adopted in working shawls, table covers, pillows, mats, 

slippers, carriage mats, and a great variety of other things 

qf elegance and utility. Silk, cotton, and wool are em­

ployed, and the work SO easy that a moderate share of 
attention to details will make an expert workwoman. 

On the subject of knitting, netting, and crochet work, 

we feel that, notwithstanding the variety of books publish­
ed on the subject, a hand-book containing plain instruc­
tions and directions to those who ,are desirous of becoming 

their own instructors, is still a desideratum; and this, we 
trust, the fo"Uowing pages will be found amply to supply. 

Our aim is, not to make young ladies servile copyists, but 
to lead them to the formation of habits of thought and 
reflection, which may issue in higher attainments than the 

knitting of a shawl. or the netting of a purse. 
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~rotbet. 

CHAP'l'Elt I. 

MATERIALS FOR WORKING. 

SILK.-This material is extensively used in the 

various productions in which we are about to treat. 

The kinds usually employed in Knitting, Netting, 

and Crochet, are purse sil~ or twist-coarse and 

fine netting silk-second sized purse twist-plain 

silk-China silk-extra fine-, and finest netting 

silk-second sized netting silk-coarse and fine 

chenille, and crochet silk. These are so well 

known, that it would be a waste of time to de­

scribe them in detail. They are of a great variety 

-of colors, and of different qualities, some sorts 

being much more durable beth in fabric and 

colour than others. No youl1g lady should trust, 

a.t first, to her own judgment in making the selec-
B 
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tion j but a little attention will soon render her a 

proficient in the art of choosing the most profit­

able materials. The China silks of the French, . 

surpass aU others of that kind ~ith which we are 

acquainted, both as to the nature of tints, and the 

brilliancy. of the various dyes and shades. 

W oOL.-o.f various colors and shades-German 

wool (single and double)-Hamburg wool, fleecy, 

of three, four, five, six, seven, and eight threads­

embroidery fleecy-Shetland wool-English wool 

-coarse yarn, for mitts. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF WOOLS. 

German wool is the produce of the merino 

breed, in its highest state of cultivation, and is the 

best sheep's wool we possess. The merino fleece 

is brough~ to the greatest perfection in Saxony, 

and the adjacent states. It is chiefly manufactured . 

for the purp~ses of needle work, &c., at Gotha; 

the dying of it is performed at Berlin, and in other 

parts of Germany. The wools of Germany are in 

fineness and softness much . superior to those of 

~pain. The wool is prepared in various sizes, and 

for SOUle kinds of work may 'be split with great 
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advantage. A l;'rge quantity is impOl"ted into this 

country in a raw state, and is ' dyed and manufac­

tured here. Some of this is equal to the wooh: 

prepared in Germany, as to quality, but the bril­

liancy of the col?r ~l not bear comparisDn. 

,This remark does not extend to the black German 

wool, prepared in this country, and which is far 

superior to that prepared on the continent. Much 

wool, of a very superior quality, is. annually pre­

pared for the market; and so great is its resem~ 

blance to a superior article, that it requires much 

attention, and an experienced eye, to detect the 

fraud. English wool, or what is often called em­

broidery wool, is much harsher than that of Ger­

many, yet it is of a very superior kind, and much 

to be preferred for some kinds of work. The dye 

of several colors of English lamb's wool is equal to 

that of the best dyes of Germany, especially scar­

let and some of the shades of blue, green, and 

gold color, which, for brilliancy and permanency 

may justly claim equality with. the most finished 
productions of the continental states. 

Worsted is another description of our native 
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produce, and is extensively usea/or a great variety 

of useful purposes, which are familial' to everyone. 

A great proportion of the needlework of the last 

century was done in a kind of worsted, called 

CREWELS j and some specimens still remain, which 

do great Cl.r<W.ft to the venerable grandames of 

the present generation. Yam is a coarse kind of 

worsted, much employed in making garden nets, 

and for a variety of other pU'l'poses. Fleecy 

(English) is manufactured from the Leicestershire 

breed, and is much used in knitting and netting: 

it is of two qualities, both varying in size from 

an e.ighth to a quarter of an inch in diameter. 

They are made up of threads, varying from two 

to twelve, and are both equally good. They are 

applied to crochet, as well . as to the other de­

scriptions of work named. German fleecy, though 

but little used, is much superior to that of this 

country. Hamburg wool is an excellent article, 

but has not hitherto been much in request. Great 

care is necessary in selecting wool of good quality; 

but let the young novice give to the subject her 

best attention, a11(1 should she find herself some-

.. 
S 
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times deceived, still persevere, remembering that 

" practice makes perfect." 

COTTON, of various sizes, as numbered from one 

to six, or higher if required. In the choice of 

this material, much care is needed, not only in the 

',~election of colors and shades, but ~iso tie as~ertain 
if the color has been stained with a permanent 

dye. 

Dowy.-This is sometimes used for stuffing 

knitted cushions, muffs, &c., and is too well 

known to need any description here. 

GOLD AND SILVER THREAD AND CORD.-The 

precious metals are now very generally employed 

in the ornamental parts of all kinds of fancy work. 

Gold and silver thread consists of a thread of silk, 

round which is spun an exceedingly fine wire 0f 

the metal required. For gold, silver or copper 

gilt wire is employed, as pure gold could not 

be so easily wrought. These threads can be 

employed in almost any way which the taste of the 

fair artist ~ay induce her to desire. Besides the 

thread, gold and silver ,cord is also in much demand; 

and looks extremely beautiful" when elAployerl 
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with taste and judgment. This material is a twist, 

and is <!ompos~d of different quant\ties of threads, 

according to the thickness required. Much care 

i: required in working with it, or the beauty of 

the material will be spoiled. It is much used in 

crochet, . and without due attention, the point 

of the needle is liable to catch the cord, and 

to break the wire, which would entirely destroy 

the beauty of the performance. 

BEADs.-These beautiful fabrications of art, are 

composed of gold, silver, polished steel, and glass. 

There is also a beautiful sort called garnet beads, 

with gold points. All these can b~ ·procured -at 

any of the establishments, for the sale of fancy 

articles, and are to be employed as the judgment 

61' fancy may direct. The gold beads are used in 

making all kinds of knitting, netting, and crochet, 

and look well either by themselves, or when in 

copnection with those of the other materials named~ 

Glass beads may be procured of any variety of 

eolor, and when in combination with gold, silver, 

or steel, form a beautiful relief. 
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NECESSARY IMPLEMENTS FOR KNITTING. 

Needles of various sizes. The No. referred to 

are those of the knitting needle guage. Nee"dles 

pointed at either end, for Turkish knitting. Ivory 

or wooden pins, for knitting a biroche. A knitting 

sheath,"&c., to be fastened on the waist of the knitter,. 

towards the right hand, for the purpose of keeping, 

the needle in a steady and proper position. 

NECESSARY IMPLEMENTS FOR NETTING. 

r A pin, 'or mesh, on which to form the loops. 

A needle called a netting needle, formed into a 

kind of fork, with two prongs at each end. The 

ends of the prongs meet and form a blunt point, 

not fastened like the eye of a common needle, but 

left open, that the thread or twine may pass be­

tween them, and be wound upon the needle. The 

prongs are brought to a point, in order that the 

needle may pass through a small loop without in­

terruption. Twine, to form foundations. A fine 
long darning needle, for bead work. Meshes of 

various sizes, from No. 1 to 18. Flat meshes, 

and ivory meshes, also of various sizes. The 

gauge is the same as that for knitting needles. 
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NECESSARY IMPLE}(ENTS FOR CROCHET. 

Ivory crochet needles of various sizes. Steel 

crochet needles. Rug needles, and a pair of long 

and sharp pointed scissors. 

These various implements should be disposed 

in a regular and orderly manner, as should also 

the materials for working. Order and regularity 

are matters but too frequently neglected in the gay 

and buoyant season of youth j ~nd this fault, which 

is the parent of so much annoyance in after ,life, 

is but too generally overlooked by those whose 

duty it is to correct those incipient seeds of future 

mischief. No pursuit should be entered into by 

the young without having some moral endin view j 

and this is especially needful to be observed in 
cases, ,where at first sight, it might 'appear a ma't- . 

tel' of indifference, whether the pursuit was one of 

utility, or of mere relaxation. W e earn~stly en­

treat our yotmg friends never to forget that even 

our amusements may be rendered an acceptable 

sacrifice to their heavenly Father, if they assidu­

ously endeavour to make the h~bits they form in 

their seasons of rela'xation from graver studies, 

. ; 
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~onducive to the development of the higher facul­

ties of their nature, and subordinate preparations 

for a more exalted state of being than any which 

this transitory scene, can, of itself, present to their 

contemplation and pursuits. Dyer, speaking of 

Tapestry, has beautifully said,-

" TIlls hrigh t art 
Did zealous Europe leam of Pagan lands, 
While she assayed with rage of holy war 
To dessolate their fields: but old the skill : 
Long were the Phrygian'S pict'ring looms renown'd; 
Tyre also, wealthy seat of art, excell'd, 
And older Sidon, in th' historic web." 

But · we would have our fail' friends to place 

before them a high and a definite object. Let 

them seek, like the excellent Miss Linwood-

" To raise at once our reverence and rlelighi, 
To elevate the mind and charm the sight, 
To pour religion through the attentive eye, 
And waft the soul on wings of ecstacy" 
Bid mimic art with nature's self to vie, 
And rai&e the spirit to its native sky. 
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CHAPTER II. 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR WORKING. 

KNITTING. 

To CAST ON THE Loops OR STITCHEs.-Take 

the material in the right hand, and twisting it 

round the littie finger, bring it under the next 

two, and pass it over the fore finger. Then taking 

the epd in the left hand, (holding the needle in 

the right) wrap it round the little finger, and thence 

bring it over the thmub, and round the two fore 

fingers. By this process the young learner will 

find that she has fotmed a loop: she must then 

bring the needle under the lower thread of the 

material, and above that which is over the fore 

finger, passing the thread that is over the fore 

finger of the right hand under the needle, which 

must be brought down through the loop j and the 

thread which is in the left hand being drawn tight, 

completes the operation. Th~s process must be 
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repeated as many times as there are stitches cast on. 

KNITTING STITCH.-The needle must be put 

through the cast on stitch, and the "material turned 

over it, which is to be taken up, and the under 

loop, or stitch, is to be let off. This is called plain 

stitch, and is to be continued until one round 
is completed. 

PEARL STIl'CH.-Called also seam, ribbed, and 

turn stitch, is formed by knitting with the mate­

rial before the needle j and instead of bringing 

the needle over the upper thread, it is brought 
under it. 

To RIB, is to knit plain and pearled stitches 

" alternately. Three plain, and three pearled, is 

generally the rule. 

To CAST oVER.-This means bringing the mate­

Iial round the needle, forward. 

N'ARROWING.-This is to decrease the number 

of stit~hes by knitting two together, so as to form 

only one loop. 

RAISING.-This is to increase the number of 

'!titches, and is effected by knitting one stitch as 

usual, and then omitting to slip out the left "hand. 
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needle; to pass the material forward and form /I 

second stitch, putting the needle under the stitch. 

Care must be taken to put the thread back when 

the additional stitch is finished. 
To SEAM.-Knit a pearl stitch every alternate 

row. 

A Row, means the stitches from one end of the 

needle to the other; and a ROUND, the whole of 

the stitches on two, three, or more needles. Non:, 

in casting on a stocking, there must always be an 

odd stitch cast on for the seam. 

To BRING THE THREAD FORWARD, means to pass 

it between the needle towards the person of the 

operator. 
A Loop STITCH, is made by passing the thread 

before the needle. In knitting the succeeding 

loop, it will again take its proper place. 

A SLIP STITCH, is made by passing it from one 

needle to another without knitting it. 

To FASTEN oN.-This term refers to fastening 

the end of the material, when it is nec~ssary to do 

so during the progress of the work. The best way 

is to place the two ends contrarywi$e to each 
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other, and knit a few stitches with both. 

To CAST oFF.-This is done by knitting two 

stitches, passing the .first over the second, and so 

proceeding to the last stitch, which is to be made 
secure -by passing the thread through it. 

WELTS, are rounds of alt~rnate plain and ribbed 

stitches, done at the top of stockings, and are de­

signed to prevent their twisting or curling up. 

Sometimes knitting is done in rows of plain and 

pearl stitches, or in a variety of neat and fanciful 

patterns. Scarcely any kind of work is susceptible 

of so much variety, or can be applied to so many 

ornamental fabrics or uses in domestic economy. 

The fair votary of this art, must be careful neither 

to knit too tight nor too loose. A medium, which 

will soon be acquired by care and practice, is the 

best, and shews the various kinds of work to the 

best advantage. The young lady should take care 

to preserve her rteedles entirely free from rust; 

and to handle the materials of her work with as 
delicate a. touch as possible. 

NETTING. 

PLAIN NETTING.-Take the mesh in the left 
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.. .. . '. hand, (having previously }llade 
a long loop with twine, and 

fixed it to any convenient sup­

. . port), between the two first 

fingers and the thumb. The netting needle 

must be threaded with the material, and 

fastened by a knot to the long loop before 

spoken of, and the mesh must be held up as close 

as possible to this knot, under the twine. The 

needle is to be held in the right hand between the 

fore finger and the thumb, and must be passed 

under and around the left hand, so that the mate­

rial may be formed into a slack loop. passing over 

all the . fingers except the little one. In this po­

sition the material must be held between the upper 
side of the mesh and the left hand thumb, and the 

needle must be passed back round the pin or mesh, 

allowing the material to form a larger loop, so as 

to include the little finger. The needle will thus 

be brought round in front of the mesh, and must 

pass under the first loop between the mesh and the 

fingers, and thus through the loop called the found­

ation loop. and thence over that portion of the 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit



15 

material which goes backward, for the purpose of 

forming the second loop. The needle must be 

kept in its position, till the right hand is so brought 

round as to .be able to pull it through; and then 

the needle being drawn 'out and held in the right 

hand, the worker must disengage all the fingers of 
the left, except the last, which is to retain its hold 

of the second loop, which was formed by passing 

the material round it. By means of this hold re­

tained by the little finger, the material is to be 

drawn to the mesh, and the knot thus formed, be 

drawn tight to the foundation. This process is to 

be repeated until a sufficient number of stitches 

are found to be necessary according to the width of 

the net desired. As the mesh becomes filled, some 

of the loops must be suffered to dr'op ofF; and when 

the row i~ completed, it must be drawn out, and 

a row of loop~ will be found suspended from the 

foundation by their respective knots, and moving 

freely onwards. The work is then to be turned 

over, which will cause the ends of the rows to 'b~ 
reversed; and in netting a second row, it will be 
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done as before, from left to right. in commencing 

th~ second and all the succeeding rows, the mesh 

must be so placed as to come up close to the bot­

t~m of the preceding row or loops, and the former 

process with the needle mtist be repeated. It will 
be needful to have a sufficient quantity of the ma~ 

terial always wound on the needle, or otherwise it 

will not move freely round, as it is indispBnsible it 
should do. 

NET WITH POINTS.-This is done by making a 

foundation of, say, 'ninety stitches. Net on this 

foundation, with'any colour you please. Net fifty' 

stitches and return back again, proceed as before, 
Qnly decreasing ten stitches, and so go on until 

the required point ,is gained'. Two colors are 

required. ~ 
NET WITH BEADs.-Thl'ead · ·~ ' :{~nK ', darning 

needle with netting silk, thread the:beads as you 

want them, and pass one on the top·of the mesh. 

Then net a stitch, passing the material under the 

mesh and through the bead j the silk must then 

be passed back again under the mesh, and it will 
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draw the bead with it, and leave it 011 the knot. 

GRECIAN NETTING.-This is beautiful, .and g -, should be worked with flne 
. -- silk, and with two meshes, 

, No.9 and 18, one plain ·row 
. . . ~ is to be netted with the large 

. mesh, and then in the next 

employ the small .one. The silk is to be 
twisted round the fingers as in plain netting, and 

the l1eedle must pass through the .finger loop into 
the first stitch, and thence into the second. Then 

let the second be drawn through the first, and the 

first through the second, finishing the stitch by 

;'eleasing your fipgers, and pulling the material 
tight. The 8ucceedil1g stitch, is a small loop, that 

appears to 'eF~ the stitches twisted together. 
These three kinds bf stitches form the pattel'll, and 
are' · to be repeated until the work is completed. 

Grecian netting may be employed for a variety of 
purposes and you can, of course, vary both· the 
material and the meshes, as best accords with the 
design ~ou are intending to accomplish. 

DIAMOND N ETTIN<;.-This kind of netting is 
C 
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easy of execution, and looks ex­

tremely pretty. It is done by 

making eyery other stitch a loop 

stitch, in order to which, the 

silk m~st. be twice put round the 

mesh, instead of once, as in plain 

netting. Treble diamond netting is similar, only 

the process is rather more comple~ in its execu­

tiOll. After netting three rows plain at the begin­

ning, the first row is to be composed of' one loop 

stitch, and three plain stitches, repeated until the 

row is finished; then in working the second row 

commence with a plain stitch, then follow with a 

loop, then two plain stitches, and repeat as before. 

For the third row begin with one or two plain 

stitches, make a loop, then net a stitch plain, and 

repeat the two loops in the plain stitch to the e!ld 

of the ro·w. For the fOlU'th row you net three 

stitch~s in plain netting, then make a loop stitch, 

and repeat as in previous rows . An attention to 

this arrangement will soon enable the young 

student in net work to net in as many stitches 

as she may deem desirable. 

s 

f, 

s. 

a 

tl 

tn 
tii 
T 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit



19 

PLAIN OPEN NETTING.- This is pretty, and easy 

of execution. The operation is per­

formed by netting three rows plain, 

then a row of loop stitches, then 

three rows plain, and a row of 

loops as before. You may net to 

any length you please. These 
directions are all that are necessary, and if duly 

attended to, will enable the young lady to attain 
pToficiency. 

CROCHET. 

STITCIlES.-These are called plain single crochet, 

plain double crochet, plain stitch open crochet, and 

open crochet, with a variety of stitches. It is not 

easy to describe the manner of working crochet 

stitch, though it is easy of execution; pedlaps the 

following will be found tolerably correct. Take a 

skein of wool, and having wound it, make a: loop 

at one end, like the first link of a chain; through 

this draw another, and so on until the chain is of 

the length required. Each must be made rather 

tight, as it is drawn through its preccding loop. 

TIlls forllls the fOllndatioll, and the young worker 
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may ehen proceed with the article she intends to 

make. She must pass the needle through the last 

loop of the foundation, and catching the silk or 

other material from behind, draw it through, and 

so proceed with every succeedi.ng loop of the found­

ation, until . the row is completed. Then having 

thus formed the first row, she must proceed as 

,before to form a second, -and so on from right to 

left, and from left to right, until she has all the 

rows required. This is the most effectual way we 

know of for the learner to pursue, and she will 

find that her work is the same on both sides, pro­

ducing r~.ised and depressed rows in alternate 

succession. In working, she must not generally 

-work backwards and forwards, but must finish 

each row separately. 

PLAIN CRocHET.--,-Make only one loop in each 

stitch. In making common purses in crochet, this 

is the stitch generally employed. 

PLAIN DOUBLE CROCHET.-Keep two loops on 

the needle before finishing the stitch. This stitch 

is more generally in use than any of the others 

described. 
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PLAIN STITCH OPEN CltOCHET.-TIlis stitch is 

done in the following mUllJler. To the last link of 

the foundation chain, crochet five ·stitches, which 

must be again crocheted to the fifth stitch of the 

chain. This is to be repeated to the end of the 

foundation. The rest of the rows are to be done 

in the same way, attaching every fifth stitch to the 

centre one of each loop in the row preceding. 

This looks extremely well for purses, and it can' 

be varied by employing two or more colors as taste 

or fancy may direct. 

OnN CROCHET.- This stitch is difficult to de­lmi scribe: an attention to the following 
. ~ rules, will, we hope, enable the 

reader to understand it. First make a chain of 

the length required for the foundation. Then 

work one stitch plain, and bring the material 

l'ound the n.eedle, which must be passed through 

the first loop of the chain, through which bring 

the material, and you will thus have three stitches 

on the needle. Through the two first of these the 

material must be drawn, which will leave two j 

through these the material must be again drawn, .. 
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and that will leave one, through which you are to 

make one stitch plain, as at the commencement. 

You then put the material over the needle and 

through the fourth link of the chain, and proceed 

as before. You will thus have one plain stitch 

between each two double ones, which will leave 

an open space . 

DOUBLE OPEN CRocHET.- This is a similar EM.'"". stitch, only the single :stitch is omitted, 
.-. . • ~~ . and the two long stItches are made 

together by passing the needle through 

the next loop without missing a stitch. Thus you 

have two long stitches and one open stitch, in 

regular successi0l!' 

TREBLE OPEN CROCI-IET.-This is exactly like 

~
IIII~·.·~~! the last, only making three long 

" stitches, instead of two, before 
.~: ev~ry plain stiteh. It looks ex­

tremely elegant, and may have beads introduced, 

which produce a charming effect. The following 

directions will enable the novice to work with 

beads with freedom and accuracy. Thread the 

beads on a strong silk, and pass one on to the 
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middle stitch of each of the long ones. This will, 

of course, place a bead in the centre of each 

square. Beads of various . colors may be intro­

duced, so as to form diamonds. A gold or 

polished steel one should form the centre of each 

diamond. 

DOUBLE STITCH CROCIIET.-To work this, you 

have only to take both meshes of the chain, in­

stead of one, as in common crochet. 

PLAIN STITCH ELASTIC CROCHET.-Work back­

wards and forwards, first taking one mesh off the 

chain, and then the other. The upper mesh must 

be taken first. 

A RAISED STITcH.- Make this by passing the 

neec1le through both meshes of the chain, and 

working two stitches, 'instead of one, in the same 

space or hole. 
To INCREASE OR DECREnSE A STITCH.~In the 

former case, make two stitches in the same mesh; 

and in the latter, take two stitches together as 

one, or miss one. 

TRUE STITCH.-This means to keep the stitches 

exactly over each other, when working in different 
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colors, so as to conceal the half stitch. This must 

be done with care; and the more attention is paid 

to it, the more beautiful will the work appear. 

To FASTEN ON OR oFF.- The former is done by 

laying the two ends of the material contrarywise, 

and working a few stitches with both. The latter 

process is performed by drawing the material 

thorugh the lhst stitch, which must be fastened at 

the back. 

A DIVID'l'NG LINE.-The most general form is 

that of working two stitches up and down, alter­

nately, between the stripes in the grouncil.ings; but 

it can be varied according to taste. 

What is called ma.king a stitch at the beginning 

and end of a row, means making one stitch of a 

chain before the first and after the last, whiGh new 

stitches are to be crocheted in the succeeding row. 

We have given the fullest explanation of the 

various stitches in knitting, netting, and crochet, 

that our limited space will allow; and, we hope 

that the directions are so plain, that no one will • 

be at a loss to comprehend their meaning. But 

we cannot promise any votary of these delightful 

.! 
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engagements, ,even tolerable success,- unless she 

will assiduously apply her own mind to the vari­

ous directions given. "No one can become an 

expert needle-woman, who does not think, and 
. think deeply, too." 

.. 
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CH APTER III. 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS. 

KNITTING. 

STOCKINGs.-Cast on first size 73, second 85, 

third 91, fourth 99, fifth 109, sixth 133. Then 

knit rounds to tl;e commencement of the narrow­

ings, 40, 42, 54, 56, 60, and 74, respectively, 

according to the sizes given above. The narrow­

ings in the leg are according-to the size, 8, 10, 12, 

la, 14, and 21.. Mter which you knit 18, 20; 

25, 27, 30, or 45 rounds to the heel, which is to 

be formed ill the following manner. The stitches 

are to be diVided in half, taking care to have the 

seam stitch' for the middle, and the heel is to be 

knitted in alternate turns of plain and pearled 

stitches. The length, of course, varies in pro­

portion to the size, ~eil1g 12 turns for the first 

and second, 13 for the thi.rd, 14 for the fourth, 

15 for the fifth, and 20 for the sixth. The heel is 

finished by knitting the nine middle stitches in 
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rows, the same as the heel, an~l tahll1e; up one of 

the others with the last loop of each row, till all is 

taken off. There will thus be nine stitches when 

the heel is finished. Having got thus far, you 

proceed to form the foot as follows . You take up 

sixteen stitches on· each side of the heel, in the 

second row, and in taking them up, you make a 

seam on each side of the instep, knitting another 

stitch in the loop under the first and last, which 
prevents holes in the corners, that would other­

wise occur. Then narrow every second round on 

the heel" sides of the -seam, until the number of 

stitches is the same as those in the instep, or what 

is commonly called the fore foot needle . You will 

have for the instep, 28, 32, 34, 36, 40, or 46, as 

the size may be; and the rounds between the heel 

and the toe narrowings, will be 14, is, 23, 26, 

and 34, respectively, ·and the narrowings for the 

feet will be 6, 8, 8, 8, 9, and 10, on each side, 

according to the measurement gi-ven. You begin 

the toe by narrowing double at the seams, leaving 

only the seam stitch between, and narrowing twice 

with three, and twice with two rounds left between 
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each narrowing; then narrow twice, leaving but one 

round bet,,:een, and then every round, until sixteen 

stitches only are left. Finish by putting the two 

needles having stitches on them together, and taking 

one from 'each, knit them together. And when 

two stitches are done in this manner, cast them off, 

the first over the last, until the whole is taken off 

the needles. It should be noted that the stitches 

in the heel vary with the size of the stocking, and 

are as follows: first size 29, second 33, third 33, 

fourth 37, fifth 41, and sixth 45. 

Some workers take off the heel in the same 

manner as the toe is here directed to be finished. 

OPEN WORK STOCKINGs.-On, each needle cast 

; on 52 stitches with fine cotton, knit the welts and 

raise one stitch for the seam. When you arrive 

at the nan'owings narrow every eighth row, and 

when you have 38 stitches on each needle, cease, 

and knit until the ancle is completed; then take 

half the stitches to form the heel, knit 23 loops, 

and narrow on eacll side of the seam for three rows. 

In forming the heel, narrow every row once the 

fourth loop from the seam, and then the loops must 
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be taken up, the end one as close as possible. 

Take three stitches from each side of the fore-foot 

needle to tlie other and knit a round plain, after 

which, widen every fifth stitch on both sides of the 

heel. Alternate rows of the heel needles are then 

to· be narrowed until only 36 loops remain on each. 
'.:. The stitches to be narrowed are the fifth and sixth 

from the ends. Knit the feet of a propel' length, 

and then narrolV at the ends of the needles every 

other row, until only 10 remain on each; narrow 

every row until you have only three, which you 

cast off in the usual manner. The open pattern is 

produced by knitting every fifth round thus: take 

two stitches. in one, and bring the cotton in front 

of the needle, that it may form a stitch before 

taking the succeeding. two into /one. The more 

open you desire the work to be, the fewer stitches 

and the finer neeilles ·you will require. 

A NIGHT STOCKINp.-This is easily done: cast 

on 54 stitches, on large needles, and pearl every 

other stitch, narrowing gradually towards the end. 

SocKs.-These are very useful articles, and are 

easy of execlltion. In the first size there are 49 
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stitches, in the second 55, and in the third 85; 

they have 16, 20, or 24 ttu'ns to the heel, in which 

there al'e 25, 29, or 43 stitches, as the size may 

require. The instep has 24, 25, 01' 42 stitches, 

and the length of the heel is 10, 12, 01: 14 turns. 

The leng~h of the foot between the narrowings is 

10, 12, and 28 rOlmds. 

PINE ApPLE P ATTEItN BAO.-You must cast 

on thirty-six loops, on three needles, and proceed 

thus :-First row, knit one plain, raise one by 

thr~ing the silk over the pin, knit one plain, 

then raise, knit two plain; you knit the next two 

together, drawing the last loop over the first; 

you will then have si." loops. In the second row, 

knit the first raised loop, then raise, knit the next 

one plain, then raise, knit plain till you come to 

the next raising, a,nd omit knitting the two 

together as in the first row. Third row, you knit 

plain to the l'aising, and then proceed as in the 

first row. You knit thefou'rth as the second; and 

so proceed, alternately, until you have twelve 

rows. Then, in the stitches you have previously 

narrowed, you must raise, and introduce a bead 

~ 
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eight inches, then decrease the first row, and make 
the other end' to correspond with that first knitted. 

BAREGE KNITTING FOR SHAwLs.-In this kind 
of work you commence with any number of stitcheil 
you require, and after knitting one row plain, you 
begin the seco,nd by knitting three stitches, then 
bring the wool forward, and knit three together, 
taking them off at the back, again you bring the 
wool forward, and knit three as before. The third 
row is pearled, and the fourth is the second repeate~. 
only beginning by knitting three stitches togethel'. 
Fifth row the same as the third, and thus pro­
ceed with any number of rows you choose. You 

, may introduce any patterns in flowers, &c., you 
may desire, by breaking off the ground color and 
fastening on that which is designed for the pattern, 
by means of a slip knot made at the end of the 
wool. All flowers, &c., must be done in plain 
knitting. 

A BIROCHE.-The stitch is very simple. You 
bring the wool forward, slip one, and knit two 
together. This elegant cushion is made up of 16 

narrow rows, and 16 broad stripes, which decrease 
D 
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gradually towards the centre. It may b~ mac;le 

in double .German wool, or other material, with 

No. 19 ivory or wooden pins. Cast on ninety stitches, 

aHd knit two turns, then in gold color three tm'ns, 

and again two in black. This forms the narrow 

stripe. Then form the broad stripe thus. Knit 

two stitches and turn, then knit two of the ~ 

black, and tlU'n; tllls must be continued, taking 

every time two additional stitches of the black, 

until you are within two stitches of the top, 

and then turn. You will now find the wool 

has descended to the wide part of the stripe. 

You then again commence a narrow stripe, and so 

go on until the whole is completed. When the 
last wide stripe is finished, knit it to the first nar­

row stripe and make up the biroche in any manner 

you please. 
A STRONG KNITTED PURsE.-Any number of 

stitches that can be divided by three will do. 

, First and last row. The wool is ' to be brought 

forward, then slip one, knit two, and pass over 

them the slip stitch, repeat second and fourth row 

.plain. Third and fifth row. Knit two before 
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commencing the pattern. The holes will then fall 

ill a ' diagonal direction. It will require to be 

stretched. 

HERRING-BONE PURSE.-The number of stitches . 

must be so as to' be ,divided by four . The silk i~ 

to be brought forward, then slip one, knit one, 

and bring the slip stitch over it. Knit one, again 

bring the silk forward, pearl one, and so repeat. 

Both these purses shDuld be knitted with second 

sized netting silk, the former with needles N D •. 6, 

and the latter with No. 13. 

PLAIN KNITTED MUFFATEEs.-For these you 

will require four needles. On three of these needles 

cast on an equal number of stitG!hes, according to 

the size required, and kniL each ~~ound three pearl 

and. three plain: finish with one plain and two 

pearl rows . 

A KNITTED MUFF IN IMITATION OF SABLE.­

You must cast on seventy or eighty sti"tches. 

Knit the first three rows plain, then for the fourth 

row, bring the wool forward, and taking. two 

stitches at the back, knit them; repeat to the encl. 
,.~ ,. ~ " 

These four rows must be repeated/r..o':'" alC piece 
.. ~ 
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is about half a yard long; taking care that the 

shading is as correct as possible. You must here 

use No. 19 needles, and double German wool. 

The shades required are four, and you begin with 

the lightest, proceeding to the darkest, and then 

reversing them. The muff must be stuffed, and 

lined with silk. 

BABY'S SHol!.-Work 'with two colors in stripes. 

You cast on 28 stitches, in blue, and knit one row 

plain; then knit a plain row in white, adding one 

stitch at the end to form the heel, and turn; then 

a similar row in blue; increase and turn; repeat 

. this without increasing, and changing the colors 

each time until you have 10 stripes. Tli.en knit 
one row in blue, " '~nd turn, casting off seventeen 

stitches. You begin from the heel. The remain­

ing thirteen stitches are knitted with white; turn; 

knit a row with bhle; turn; and so continue until 

.you have five rows of one color, and four of the 

other. The thirteen stitches are then to be done 

in blue, and seventeen to correspond are to be 

added; turn. T his side is finished like the other, 

, decreasing for the heel. Y 011 then sew up the heel 
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and toe, so as to form a shoe. You are then with 

foul' needles to pick up the stitches round the 

anele and fore-foot, putting an equal number upon 

each of three needles, and knit five rows plam : 

make a stitch by bringing the wool forward, then 

slip one j knit the next two, and pass the slip 

stitch over them j again bring the wool forwal'd, 

and repeat the process for one round j knit eighteen 

rows, five plain, foul' pearled j repeat and finish 

by bringing the wool forward, knitting two toge­

ther j then knit two rows plain, and cast off. You 

must use No. 14 needles, and double German 

wool. 

. BABY'S HOoD.-Use No. 18 needles, and double 

German wool j cast on fifty stitches, and knit 

eighty rows plain j roll up sixty, to form the 

front. Three inches of the cast off part are to be 

sewed together, and the rest is to be drawn up 

for the crown. Then cast on fifty stitches to form 

the foundation for the hood, and knit forty rows 

plain. Line with white silk, and trill! with satin 

ribbon. 

CLOSB STITCH, FOR A WAISTCOAT.--:-This is to 
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be done in two colors, and cast on any odd num­

ber of stitches. First and fifth row with one color; 

knit one and slip one in succession. Second and 

sixth row with the other color:, knit one, bring 

the wool forward, and slip one; pass the wool 

-back, knit one. Repeat. The third is the first 

reversed, and the fourth is worked exactly as the. 

second, omitting the first stitch. 

DOTTED KNITTING, FOR BABY'S SHOES, &c.­

Cast on, and knit as many rows as you desire, 

knitting one stitch plain, and the next pearled. 

Begin every other row wlth a pearled stitch. An 

odd number of stitches are required, and No. 8 

needles. 

HARLEQUIN QUILT, WITH TUFTs.- This is done 

in double knitting stitch, with six thread fleecy. 

The pieces are six inches square . Each square 

consists of about 24 stitches, and they are to be 

sewn together with a tuft of wool, black or wh~te, 

at each corner. The squares should be knitted 

in at least three colors, including white, in a quilt 

~wo and a half yards square. There will be 225 

pieces, 113 of which shouJd be white. Make the 
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tufts as follows: wind four-thread fleecy about 12 

times round a grooved wooden mesh, one inch in ­

width; then 'slip a coarse thread in the groove, 

arid tie the wool quite tight, but taking care that 

an end .is ' left to it, which can be ill'awn through 

and fastened to the quilt. The loops of wool are 

to be cut through on the other side of the mesh; 

after which, it is to be cQmbed and dressed a~ 

neatly as possible. 
NET'rING, 

PLAIN NETTED MITTENs.-Begin on forty-eight 

stitches as a foundation, and net four rows plain, 

then forlll ~he loops for the ribbon with a: mesh 

double the size of that you w~rk with. Then five 

rows more are to be netted ' plain; and in the next 

you must join both ends, and net one plain round, 

taking care in the twelfth stitch to increase. Again 

net round and increase as before. Net the re­

maining stitches. You must then net sixteen 

rounds, increasing two stitches, to form the thumb 

in the same place as the other increased stitches, 

every other round. Join the thumb stitches and 

net seven rounds, which is the length of thll 
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thumb, decreasing a stitch or two in every round. 

With the larger mesh you are to net two stitches 
in every loop, and then net one round, taking 

the two together. Net two or three rounds with 
a finer mesh for a finish. This finishes the thumb. 

Net as many rounds as are wanted for the hand, 

and finish as before. Run in the ribbon, and edge 

with lace. You must have a No. 12 mesh, and 
five skeins of silk. 

NETTED CUFF, WITH SILK AND WooL.-On a 
foundation of ninety-six stitches, and with a No. 

11 mesh, net one row plain in floss silk. Second 
row the same. Then with 'an ivory mesh of half 

an inch in width, net one row in German wool. 

The fourth 'row is to be do~e two stitches in one 

with wool, using a small mesh. Then for the in­
side of half of the cuff, net fourteen rows with the ' 
large and small meshes, successively. These to 

be done in silk and wool alternately. The next 
three TOWS to be netted in dark wool. Then with 

the small mesh net two rows in silk, the same 

color as at . the conunencemel<lt, alternately, with 

,even rows of wo.ol, in propel' ihades. and finish 
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I with an edge to correspond with the beginning; 

NETTED FRINGE.-Use a mesh No. 18, and net 

the required length, dropping off the stitches on 
the left. Net the next row the same. Then with 
a flat mesh, the width of the fringe, placing the 

grooved e~ge . downwards, net one row. These 
latter loops are to be cut, and either left as they 

are, 01' knitted two and two together, as the ta~te 

of the worker may dictate. 
PLAIN NETTED GENTLEMAN'S PUltSE.-Of coarse 

netting silk,. you will require five skeins, and a 

mesh No. 13. You must' have a foundation of 
eighty. stitches 'on which to commence, and you net 

to the length of ten inches. Net up the sides and 

damp it slightly, after which it is to be put upon 
a purse stretcher, where it is to be left for a few 
hours, then take it off and trim it as you please. 

A LADY'S PURsE.-Net in the same manner, 

seventy stitches on the foundation, and nine inches 

in length is sufficient. Employ a mesh No. 10, 

and fine netting silk. Two colors may be used, 

netting five rows with one, and four with the 

other. 
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A PURSE WITH CHINA SILK.-1vIake as many 

stitches on the foundation as you please. Net 

three rows with plain colors, then five with China 

silk. Repeat. 

A SEAM PURSE, WITH BEADS.-You will need 

four skeins of the silk, and a mesh, No.8. On 

a foundation of one hundred stitches, net one plain 

row. Then in the next row, net a plain and a 

bead stitch successively. Net the third row plain, 

and begin the next with a bead stitch. Proceed 

thus till the pUl'se is completed. 

A NETTED BAG, WITH RING.-On a foundation 

of sixty stitch/is, net the bag to half the length 

required j then net in a gilt ring, and finish the 

bag. Draw it up with ribbon, and place a gilded or 

silk tassel at the bottom: You will require coarse 

netting silk, and a No. 16 mesh. You may use 

union cord, or gold twist, if you prefer it. 

DICE PATTERN PURSE . ...-This is done in two 

colors, highly contrasted. You must have two 

skeins of second sized netting silk, and a No. 10 

mesh. On a foundation of ninety eight stitches, 

net seven with the darkest color. You net seven 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit



43 

rows. Then introduce the lighter silk, by joining 

it to the seventh stitch of the first row 'of the dark 

color, and net seven rows upon the succeeding 

seven stitches of the foundation . You must De 

careful to loop in the last dark stitch on each .row : 

repeat this process, until the purse is of the length 

you require; of course, reversing the squares. In 
cutting off the silk, you must leave sufficient to 

make . a weaver's knot, with which it is to be 

fastened to the succeeding color. 

CROCHET. 

SOFA PILLow.-Work in six thread fleecy, and 

with a good-sized crochet needle, work as follows. 
/ 

For the first stripe co=ence with two rows of the 

same color, the three next rows in different shades 

of a color· that will contrast well with that of the 

two first; the sixth row must be of a different 

color, or it may be white. The next five rows are 

to correspond, reversing the colors and shades. 

Th~ second stripe is composed of seven rows, the 

first three distinct shades of the same color, the 

middle one a contrast, and the other three the 

same shades as the first, but reversed as before. 

r • 
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The third stripe is the same, but, of course, the 

colors are different. A )vhite row in the middle 

of each stripe, is, in our opinion, the best. The 

fourth stripe is a repetition of the first, omitting 

the color in the two ' first ' rows, the fifth of the 

second, and the sixth of the third. The last stripe 

is to correspond exactly with the first. 

TURKISH PATTERN FOR A TABLE COVER.-Use 

a steel needle, and six thread fleecy. Form the 

dividing line of two shades of the same color, say 

claret, and have foUl' stripes, namely, white, gold 
color, blue, and sca,rlet. . Then on the white stripe 

work the pattern in two greens, two scarlets, two 

blues! a brown, and a yellow. On the gold ~olor, 
in two blues and one claret, white, lilac, and 

green. On the blue,· in two scarlets, two greens, 

one drab, white, brown, and orange. And on the 

scarlet, one green, one white, two blues, a claret, 

and a bright yellow. We have merely given the 

colors in the above as a specimen, and to assist 

the youthful artist in the formation of habits of 

arrangement. She can, of COUl'se, adop,t any 
colors and shades she pleases, and the more she 
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employs her own thought and judgment, the more 

original will her work appeal'. 

A PLAIN CROCIIET BAG, IN SILK.-Begin at the 

top with a chain of a hundred and fifty stitches. 

The material to work with may be any kind of silk 

that is prOpel' for the plU'pose, and of any color 

that may be deemed desirable. On this foundation 

a plain row is to be worked, and then a row in 

two colors in two stitches of each, alternately. 

The second color then is employed to form the 

ground ~f the pattern. Work one plain row, and 

then work large stars, in a color to contrast with 

the plain ground'. Between the large stars work 

small ones ip. a different color. One row of plain 

ground is to be crocheted on each side of the pat­

tern, ,and before cOlllIllencing the second stripe, 

repeat the row of two colors in two stitches of each. 

The grou~d of the next stripe is to contrast highly 

with that of the former one. The larger stars 

should also be well contrasted, but all in the same 

stripe must be ' of the same color; all the small 

stars should be alike. The stripes are to be re­

peated successively, until the bag is completed. 
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Tt can then be trimmed according to fancy. 

A GREEK CAP, IN .COARSE CHENILLE.-'iVith a 

chain of six 01' eight stitches begin at the top, 

and having united the ends, ,work round and round 

in rows, until it is eight inches across. You must 

increase your stitches in each row, so as to pre­

serve the work flat. Work the sides in open 

(lrochet, and between every ~wo rows it will be 

best to introduce a few plain lines in black and 

gold. This cap is extremely elegant. 

A CROCHET NECK CHAIN.- Commence with 

five plain stitches, then put the needle through 

the back of the second, and make one stitch plain. 

By twisting the chain after eV(:lry stitch, you will 

find that one stitch appears to cross j that stitch 

is the one to be next taken and crocheted. 

A PLAIN CROCHET PURSE.-This purse is made 

with a middle-sized netting silk, and is strong 

and durable. A chain is to be made of one hun­

dred and forty stitches of any color you prefer, 

on which yon are to crochet three rows plain in 

the same color. Then five rows in a color 

_making a good contrast. Repeat the'se stripes as 
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many times as is requisite, and crochet up the 

sides. Draw up the ends and trim, the purse. 

We deem it unnecessary to add more examples 

in crochet, as without engravings they would not 

be understood. This kind of work is capable of 

being applied to an almost indefinate number of 

purposes; but in almost all cases, though easy of 

~xecution, the patterns are not easy to be described 

in writing. We have, however, done all that is 

required to afford an insight into tIllS kind of 

needlework, and have shewn that for purses, bags, 

caps, neck chains, &c., it can readily be brought 

!llto requisition. Much care and judgment are 

required in the arrangement of colors, as on this 

almost the whole beauty of the work depends. 
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CHAPTER. IV. 

CONCLUSION . 

In the foreg-oing pages, we have endeavoured 

to lay before the young votaress of the needle, such 

instructions as we hope will be found sufficiently 

clear -to enable her to. produce many a delightful 

specimen of her assiduity, taste, and judgment. 

We have sought to be concise, without beingQ' 

obscure; ' and to give plain directions, without 

making our readers mere imitators or copyists. 

One fault which is to be found in all the books 

on lhese subjects, which we have seen, we have 

care~ully avoided; that is, the giving a list of the 

various colors to be employed in the fabrication 

of each example given. Nothing can be more 

absurd, and mischievous, than this. The young 

workwoman can only exercise her judgment to 

any extent in this department of her labors. The 

various stitches she must form according to the 
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pre,scribed rule; because? in most instances, they 

can be performed in no other manner; but, in the 

choice ~f materials, and colors, she should have 
free scope: here, judgment, taste, and :fancy, 

should range untramelled by rules and forms; 

and yet this is rarely done, because the lady is 

taught to rely upon her patterns, and scarcely 

ever to consult her own sense of beauty, or pro­

priety. We know the effect of this, in the same­

ness, and monotonous appearance, of almost all 

kinds of fancy work; and we have done our best 

to introduce a more correct taste and principle, 

into tllls department of the elegant arts, in which 

females a~'e engaged. . We kno)V that mucn native 

genius exists among our fair countrywomen, and 

we wish to see it expand, as freely as the refresh­

ing breeze that sweeps over our native hills. 

But we have a higher end in view, than pro­

moting the acqnisition of accomplishments, how­

ever elegant and pleasing. We wisP. to direct the 

minds of those we are thus endeavouring to in­
terest and instruct, to the immortal beauties of 

moral excellence. These works may be made 

E 
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conducive, in a high deOgree, to the development 

of family affection, and the promotion, to a vast 

extent, ° of the purposes of genuine charity, be­

nevolence, and friend~hip. But there is yet 

a higher kind of use, to which we would apply 

them. We would have the young lady who is 

becoming expert and clever at her needle, to re­

flect, as the beautiful fabric grows beneath her 

forming hand, that her work, and the power and 

skill to plan and execllte it, is an emanation of 

the immortal mind; of that mind, whose creative 

powers are a faint, but legible transcript of the 

Omipotent Wisdom of the Deity. This thought 

gives a permanency to what would, in any other 

light, be only transitory as the summer cloud. 

It is omnipotent wisdom and power, which has 

contrived and executed all thoe beautiful wonders 

of creation j and that wisdom and power were 

called into activity by omnipotent love. We wish 

to impress this sublime truth upon the mind of 

our young readers, because we wish them to 

place their Heavenly Father before them, as their 

pattern and example, in all that they take in 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit



51 

hand; and, to remember, that as He formed the 

universe by wisdom, from love, so all their actions 

and elegant contrivances should be the result of 

judgment, guided by affection, that they may 

thus become like their Father, who is in Heaven. 

Indeed, it is only when accomplishments are 

rendered subservient to the development of moral 

go~dness, that they become pUl"suits at all worthy 

of an accountable being. We were not sent into 

this world, to flutter through life like the gaudy 

butterfly, on]y to be seen and ' admired; we were 

designed to be useful to our fellow beings, and to 

make all our powers and capabilities in some way 

or other conducive to the happiness and welfare 

of our co-journeyers on the path of time. To this 

end we wish our fair cOlmtl'ywomen to devote 

their best atteI).tioll, and in its attainment, to exert 

every energy which they possess. We wish them 

to make all the knowledge which they may acquire 

sub serve some noble pUl"pose, which will outlive 

the present hour; and to do this, the wellspring of 

the purest affec~ions must be opened in the 

soul, and the elegant productions of taste and 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit



52 .. 
genius become civilized and animated by the 
spirit of love. Thus, and thus only, can the 
occupations of a leisure hour be converted into 
efficient ministers of good j and such they will 
assuredly be found, if practised from right motives, 
and placed in due subordination to the right exer .. 
cise of more important duties. Let, then, the 
young votaress of the' ~eedle, of drawing, or of 
music, ever bear in mind, that the time employed 
in those pUl'suits will be accounted lost, or im­
proved, by the impru.:tial judge of all, just in 'pro­
portion as they have been made to serve the 
purposes of selfish gratification, or , to minister to 
the development of an elevated moral ,character, 
generous ru.ld warm affections, and the cultivation 
of those virtues, which, as essentials to the Chris­
tian character, shall outlive the ravages of time, 
and qualify the soul for all the beatitudes of a 
coming eternity. 

i 
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NEW W 0 R K S, 
NOW PUBLISHING BY 

H. G. CLARKE AND CO., 66, OLD BAILEY, LONDON. 

J. MENZIES, EDINBURGH. S. J. MACHEN, DUBLIN. 

AND SOLD -BY ALL BOOKSELLERS. 

THE ENGLISH WIFE. 
A Manual of Home Duties, designed as a Sequel to 

the English Maiden. 12mo. 4s. 6d. cloth, lettered. 
Silk, 65. Mor. 85. 

Conlents.-Bridal Hopes and Joys. Family Arrangements. Do­
mestic and Social Duties. State of Mind necessary to the due 
discharge of Domestic Duties. On the. Care of Health. On Health­
ful Food and Drink. On the Care of Infants. On the Training of 
Young Children. Leisure Hours. Conclusion. 

The dnties of the wife and mother, are as ably described as affec· 
tionately enforced, and we know no work wWch we should more 
readily choose as the gift of a parent to his beloved daughter on her 
marriage, than that which bears the title of the "English Wife."­
lIIIetTopotitan. 

THE ENGLISH MAIDEN. 
Her Moral and Domestic Duties. With engraved Title, 

designed by Gilbert, engraved.by Gilks, fcp. 8vo. cloth, 
Price 45. 6d. Silk 65. Mol'. 8s. 

The book is one of tbe best fitted for presents to young women, in 
any rank of life.; its price putting it within the reach of most; its 
tendellcy calculated to be beneficial to alt.-SherboTlle lIfercuTY. 

THE QUEENS OF ENGLAND. 
Their Lives and Influence; fi'om the introduction of 

Christianity to the termination of the Wars of the 
Roses. By the Author of the English Maiden Fcp'. 
8vo. cloth, price 55. (nearly ready.) 
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WOKKS PUBLISHING BY H. G. CLARKE AND CO. 

THE LADtES' WORK' TABLE BOOK, 
Containing clear and practical Instructions in Plain and 

Fancy Needlework, Embroidery, Knitting, Netting, 
Crochet, Tatting, &c. Illustrated by upwards of 60 
Engravings. Fcp. 8vo .. , cloth, gilt edges, price 4s. 6d. 

THE YOUNG LADIES' WORK· TABLE AND 
EMBROIDERY'FRAME MANUAL, 
Containing all the Stitches in Plain and Fancy Needle­

work, Embroidery on Muslin, Knitting, Netting, 
Crochet, and Tatting, with 70 Illustrations. 32mo. 
cloth, gilt edges, Price 2s. 6d. 

LETTERS TO A YOUNG LADY, 
On the Advantages of Early Piety. Imp. 32mo. cloth. 

Price Is. 6d. Silk, 2s. 
A very pretty little volume, written with a vie~ of instilling early 

precepts of reiigion~ it will be fOWld an interesting new yeaT's gift 
for young ladies.-Cou,.t Gazette. 

Nearly ready, by the same All,tlto']", 

LETTERS TO A YOUNG BRIDE, 
On the Importance of Practical Religion to the Wife ,.j 

and Mother. Imp. 32mo., cloth. Price I s. 6d. Silk 2s ' 

THE HAND·BOOK OF OIL PAINTING. 
With an Appendix, containing Sir J. Reynolds' Obser­

vations and Instructions to Students. Imperial 32mo. 
gilt edges, Price Is. 

A work of great utility to the Young .Artist and Amateur.­
Polylechnic J o·/I·rnal. 

THE HAND' BOOK OF PAINTING IN WATER 
COLORS. 
Imperial 32mo. gilt . edges, Price Is. 
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WORKS PUBLISHING BY H. G. CLARKE AND CO. 

A LOVE GIFT, 
Royal 32mo. cloth, Price 2s. 6d. white silk, 3s. 

A very pretty offering offaithfullove.-Courl1'flagaz'"e. 

THE LIFE OF SAINT IGNATIUS, 
Bishop of Antioch ; heing No. 1. of the Lives of the Fa­

thers, Saints, and Martyrs of the Early Christian 
Church. Imp. 32mo. Price Is. 

THE BALL-ROOM ANNUAL, 
Comprising, in addition to the most fa~hionable Qua­

ch'illes, Golopades, Mazourkas, &c., of the Present 
Season, the Steps used in the Strathspeys and High­
land Reels, as danced before Her Majesty and 
Prince Albert, on their recent Visit to Scotland. 
Medium 32mo., gilt edges. Price Is. 

HARRISON'S GARDEN ALMANAC 
And Floral Calender for 1843. The Floricultural 

department by Joseph Harrison. Editor of the 
Floricultural Cahinet, Gardener's Record, &c. 
Foolscap 8vo. Price Is. 

CLARKE'S GUIDE BOOKS TO FREE EXHIBITIONS. 
I"ree Galleries of Art, in and near London; a Guide 

Book for Visiters, by H. G. Clarke. Fcp. 8vo. sewed, 
Price 2s. 6d.; containing the National Gallery, Dul-­
wich Gallery, and Naval Gallery at Greenwich 
Hospital. 

The National Gallet),; a Guide Book for Visiters 
Price 4d.; abridged, 3d. and ld. 

The Dulwich Gallery; a Guide Book for Visiters. 
Price 6d.; abridged, 4d. and 2d. 

The Naval Gallery at Greenwich Hospital; a Guide 
Book for Visiters. Price 3d.; ahridged, ld. 

The Royal Gallery, Hampton Court.--nem·ty ready. 
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CLARKE'S LADIES' HAND-BOOKS, 

Impel'ial 32mo" cloth, gilt edges, price Is. caelt. 

THE LADIES' HAND-BOOK OF FANCY NEEDLE WORK 
AND EMBROIDERY. 

Containing Plain and Ample Directions, whereby to 
become a perfect Mistress of those delightful Arts. 
Fifth edition, with 26 Engravings . . 

THE LADIES' HAND-BOOK Of' KNITTINC, NETTINC, AND 
CROCHET. 

Containing Plain Directions by which to become profi­
cient in those branches of Useful and 
Employment. First and Second Series. 

A more useful work can hardly be desired.-Court Gazette. 
THE LADIES' HAND BOOK OF PLAIN NEEDLE WORK. 

Containing Clear and Ample Instructions, whereby t() 
attain proficiency in every department of this most 
Useful Employment. 

THE LADIES' HAND-BOOK OF BABY LINEN. 

" Containing Plain and Ample Instructions for the pre· 
paration cif an Infant's Wardrobe. Imperial 32mo. 
gilt edges, price Is.· . 

THE. LADIES' HA,ND-BOOK OF 'EMBROIDERY O.N MUSLIN 
AND LACE WORK. \ 

Containing Plain Dir~cti6ns for the Working of Leaves, 
Flowers, and other Ornamental Devices. Imperial 
32mo. gilt e.dges, Price Is. 

THE · LADIES' HAND2BOOK OF MILLINERY, DRESS- ' 
MAKINC, lit TATTINC. ' 

With Plain Instructions for making: the most useful 
Artieles of Dress and Attire. 

THE LAI?IES' HAND-BOOK OF THE TOILET. 
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